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PREFACE 

'V  tilt'  session  of  oni'  Iciiislnt ui'c  in  l!M)l,  lldii.  (leorgo 
\V.  Stiibblefielil,  the  Senator  from  McLean  Coun- 
ty, introduced  a  bill,  approved  May  10,  1901, 
M'hei't^by  $2,500  wns  '"appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curiiiu'  documents,  papers,  matei'ials  and  publications  relat- 
ing' to  the  Noi'th\\e«t  and  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  [for] 
publishing  the  same."  Which  was  "to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  State  Historical  Library,"  for  that 
purpose,  ''with  the  sanction  of  the  Governor." 

Under  this  act  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Library- 
named,  with  the  sanction  of  Governor  Richard  Yates,  or- 
dered material  of  the  kind  required,  to  be  gathered  for- 
such  publication.  This  work  and  the  editing  of  it  was; 
assigned  to  H.  W.  Beckwith  by  his  associate  trustees.  In.' 
touch  with  them  he  has  accordingly  collected,  arranged, 
edited  and  annotated  the  matter,  provided  the  cuts,  and 
supervised  the  printing  of  the  matter  in  this  volume. 

While  the  material  herein  is  original  and  authentic, 
the  Editor,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  associate  trus- 
tees, says  that  they  are  not  responsible  for  statements  as, 
to  facts  as  they  appear  in  any  of  the  historical  documents, 
herein    published. 

To  keep  within  the  limit  of  its  appropriation,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  was  requii'cd,  not  onl,v  to  glean  and 
carefullv   curtail    from    a   mass    of    nuit.ter    at    tluMr    com- 
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niiuul.  wliilc  at  tlic  sanu'  linic  they  (K'cnu'd  it  but  ri^ht  to 
give  the  several  sections  of  the  State  a  fair  share  of 
represent a1  ion    in    tlic    vol  nine. 

'riic  (lociuiicnts  h(>rein  folh)\v  a  iicncfal  rule,  in  that 
tliey  imply  dutsidc  niattei'  t<t  make  them  I'i^'htly  iiiidcr- 
stood.  Takeii  by  themselves  alone  the  novice  \v<inl(l  '^airi 
little  knowledge,  if  not  more  likely  to  be  misled  by  them. 
Hence  the  explanatory  edits  and  annotations  of  the  original 
text  have  been  prei)ared  Avith  the  hope  of  aiding  the  aver- 
age reader  in  ae(|uiring  a  knowledge  whieli  lie  could  other- 
Avise  gain. only  at  an  outlay  of  means,  time  and  I'esearch 
in  which  very  few  persons  would  care  to  indulge. 

Where  matter  appears  in  the  body  of  the  text  enclosed 
in  brackets  [thus],  the  Editor  is  responsible  for  the  same. 

H.  W.  Beckwith, 
E.  J.  James, 
George  N.  Black, 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illi}iois 
State  Historical  Library. 
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INTRODUCTION 


EDITORIAL. 

JoLiET  AND  Father  Marquette— Their  Journals  and 
Maps  op  Their  Voyage  on  the  Illinois  and  Missis- 
sippi. 

HE  fact  of  the  ."Mississipj)!  was  knowii  to  the  French 

and  their  missionaries  several  years  before  it  was  duly 

-A-     explored.     Early  in  his  appointment  as  the  "King's 

Councilor  and  Intendant  of  Justice,  of  Police  and  Finances 

of  New  France/'  Jean  Talon  writes  from  Quebec  to  Jean 

Colbert,  "the  King's  Priine  Minister,"  as  follows: 

"Canada  is  of  such  a  vast  extent  that  I  know  not  of 
its  limits  on  the  north,  they  are  so  great  a  distance  from 
US;  and  on  the  souih  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  his 
iMajesty's  name  and  arms  being  carried  as  far  as  Flor- 
ida, New^  Sweden,  New  Netherlands,  New  England;  and 
that  through  the  first  of  these  countries  access  can  ])e  had 
even  to  ]\Iexico.  All  this  country  is  diversely  watered 
by  the  Saint  Lawrence,  and  the  beautiful  i-ivers  that  flow 
into  it  latterly,  that  communicate  with  divers  Indian  Na- 
tions rich  in  furs,  especially  the  more  northern  of  them. 
The  southern  nations  can  also  be  reached  by  way  of  Lake 
Ontai'io,  if  the  portages  [beyond]  with  which  we  are  not 
yet  acquainted,  are  not  very  difficult,  though  this  may  be 
overcome.  If  these  southern  nations  do  not  abound  in 
peltries  as  tliose  of  the  north,  they  may  have  m<M-e  pre- 
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cious  coiiinioditios.  And  if  we  do  not  know  of  these  last 
it  is  because  our  enemies,  tlie  Iroquois,  intervene  between 
us  and   tlic   countries  that   produce  them.* 

In  the  Jesuit  Relations,  etc.,  for  1068-9,  Chapter  IX, 
Father  James  Marquette,  writin"'  from  the  Mission  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  at  La  Point,  Lake  Superior,  says : 

"When  the  Illinois  come  [to  trade  atj  the  Toint  they 
pass  a  great  river  which  is  almost  a  league  in  width.  It 
flows  from  north  to  south  and  to  so  great  a  distance  that 
the  Illinois,  mIio  know  nothing  of  the  use  of  the  canoe,  have 
never  as  yet  heard  of  its  mouth,  etc.  It  is  hardly  probably 
[probable]  that  this  great  river  discharges  itself  [into  the 
Atlantic]  in  Virginia ;  we  are  more  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  has  its  mouth  in  [the  Gulf  of  California],  etc." 
The  zealous  Father  hoped  for  the  means  to  "visit  the  na- 
tions who  dwell  along"  its  shores,  in  order  to  open  the 
way  to  many  of  our  Fathers,  who  for  a  long  time  have 
awaited  this  happiness.  This  discovery  will  give  us  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  sea  either  to  the  south  or  to 
the  west,"  etc. 

One  other  fact  thus  early  knowai  is  that  the  stream 
in  question  was  called  the  "^liss-i-sipi,"  vide,  references 
in  the  Relations  from  1666  to  1671.  Its  meaning  in  the 
Illinois  dialect  is  the  "great  river,"  the  name  more  gen- 
erally used  by  the  missionaries  in  their  "Relations"  above 
referred  to.  It  is  a  compound  from  "Mechah"  [big] 
and  "seebee"  [river]  of  the  Ojebway  or  Chippewa  lan- 
guage, the  purest  and  most  classical  speech  of  all  the  west- 
ern Algonquin  tribes. 

The  interest  grew  apace  until  finally  in  1672,  Talon, 
the  Intendant,  forestalled  the  missionaries  and  ordered  the 
matter  to  be  made  one  of  official  inciuiry.     On  a  confer- 

*  Talon,  Intendant,  etc.,  Quebec.  Oct.  4.  1GG5.  to  the  Prime  Minister 
at  Paris,  wliere  the  original  is  found  in  the  archives  of  the  "Depart- 
ment of  the  Marine  and  Colonies." 
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ence  with  Count  de  Frontenac,  tho  Goveinoi-,  they  chose 
Louis  Joliet  to  make  the  exjiloratiou.  He  had  been  in  the 
west.  l(Uiir  an  Indian  ti'adcf,  and  was  an  i'\|>("f1  topog- 
i-apher.  A  prime  {purpose  of  tlie  Freneh  was  to  make 
the  savaires  of  New  France.  Chi-istians.  and  aiifeea])ly  to 
a  eustoni  I'or  this  pni'|)(isc.  (Mandc  \'\  Dahlon,  Itic  Katlicr 
Superior  of  \lw  Jesuit  .Missions,  was  notilied,  and  he  witli 
rare  good  judgment  appointed  the  Reverend  father  James 
Marquette  to  go  with  Joliet.  In  this  way  the  most  ardent 
wish  of  the  saintly  Mai-cfnette  was  finally  gi-atilied. 

Some  two  years  later  Frontenac  writes  the  Prime  Min- 
ister that  the  "Sieur  Joliet,  whom  Monsieur  Talon  ad- 
vised me,  on  my  arrival  from  France,  to  dispatch  for  the 
discovery  of  the  South  sea  [or  Pacific  Ocean],  has  returned 
three  months  ago,  and  discovered  some  vei-y  fine  coun- 
tries and  a  navigation  so  easy  through  the  beautiful  rivers 
he  has  found,  that  a  person  can  go  from  Lake  Ontario  and 
Fort  Frontenac  [at  Kingston,  Canada]  in  a  bai'k  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  there  being  only  one  eari-ying  place 
[around  Niagara  Falls]  of  half  a  league  in  length  where 
Lake  Ontario  connects  with  Lake  Erie.  A  settlement  could 
be  made  at  this  point  and  another  bark  built  on  Lake 
Erie." 

Thus  early  do  we  see  the  foreshadowing  of  La  Salle's 
later  discoveries. 

(Continuing,  Governor  Frontenac  says  that  "Joliet  has 
been  within  ten  days'  journey  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
believes  that  watci'  ('omiiinnications  could  be  found  lead- 
ing to  the  Vcniiilicn  and  ("alifoi'nia  seas  | /.  c,  the  Gulf  of 
California].  l)y  nicaiis  of  the  river  [IMissouri]  that  flows 
from  the  west  into  tlie  (ii-and  River  [Mississippi]  that  he 
has  discovered,  and  which  last  runs  from  north  to  south 
and  is  as  large  as  the  Saint  Lawrence  before  Quebec.  I 
.send  yon  by  my  secretary  the  map  he  has  made  of  it,  and 
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tlu'  observations  he  has  been  able  to  recollect,  as  he  lost 
all  his  minutes  and  journals  in  the  shipwreck  he  suffered 
in  sight  of  [and  .just  above]  Montreal  [at  the  rapids  of  La 
Chine  Avhere  La  Salle  afterwards  had  his  first  trading 
postj . 

"Joliet  left  with  the  Fathers  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  of 
Lake  Superior  copies  of  his  journals.  We  cannot  get  these 
before  next  year.  You  will  glean  from  them  additional 
particulars  of  this  discovery,  in  which  he,  has  very  well 
acquitted  hiiiiself. "* 

It  seems  to  the  Editor  here  that  a  copy  of  these  journals 
and  the  map  referred  to  of  Joliet  were  gotten  by  Melchiseds 
Thevenot,  a  book  printer  at  Paris  and  published  by  him, 
with  the  map  referred  to  by  Frontenac  produced  in  IGSl.f 
The  volume  is  very  rare.  An  abridged  translation  of  Jo- 
liet's  journal  and  map  by  Jared  Sparks,  President  of  Har- 
vard University,  appears  in  his  "Life  of  Father  Mar- 
quette" issued  in  1844.  The  entire  text  was  translated  by 
Benjamin  F.  French  and  is  found  in  his  "Historical  Col- 
lections of  Louisiana.'':]:  The  journal  seems  like  his  work 
or  by  him  [Thevenot]  and  Joliet  jointly.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
is  was  meant  and  should  stand  for  Joliet 's  official  report 
of  his  voyage. 

Meanwhile  Father  ^Marquette  made  and  sent  on  his  re- 
port to  his  superior,  Father  Claude  F.  Dablon,  at  Quebec, 
and  the  original  manuscript  was  edited  and  prepared  for 
publication  by  him  in  1678.  It,  with  ]\Iarquette's  pen- 
made  map  of  his  and  Joliet 's  voyage,  lay  unknown  for 
more  than  150  years  when  they  Avere  unearthed  in  St. 
Mary's  College  at  ^Montreal  ])y  Prof.  Benjamin  F.  French, 
who  wished  to  publish  them  in  his  Historical  Collections  of 

*  Frontenac    to    the    Minister.      Quebec    Nov,    14,    1G74. 
■j-In   his   volume    titled   Recueil—De Voyages— De   M.    Thevenot— Dedie 
au    Roi— A.    Paris— MDCLXXXI—Avec    Privilege    du    Roy. 
J  Part   II.    Philadelphia   1850. 
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Louisiana.  Instead,  the  docuinent  and  map  wci'c  turned 
over  to  and  translated  hy  the  late  John  (iiliiiar\'  Sliea  and 
annotated  by  him  and  Mi'.   Krench  jointly. 

'Pile  text  so  arranged  was  published  in  Sliea's  "Discov- 
eries and  Explorations  of  the  Mississip|)i"  in  1852,  some 
of  the  Ndlumes  appearinii'  as  "i)art  W"  of  Freneh's  His- 
torical Collections.  Both  of  tliese  beiim'  out  ol'  pi'itit  are 
now  classed  as  I'nre   Amei'ieana. 

The   small    maj)    drawn    up    by   Joliet    (Ui    his    I'elurn    to 
(Quebec    for    l-'rontenac  and  sent  by  his  secretary  to   Col- 
bert, is  ([uite  insti-netive.     The  late  Francis  Parkman  who 
was  convei'sant    with   the   original,   says  that  on  its  mar- 
ginal address  to  Frontenac  "Joliet  says  Lake  Frontenac 
[Ontario]    is  separated  by  a  fall  of  half  a  league  from 
Lake  Erie,  from  ^\hich  one  enters  that  of  the  Hurons  and 
by  the  same  navigation  that  of  the  Illinois  |  Michigan  j  fi'oiu 
the  head  of  -which  (uie  crosses  to  the  river  I)ivin(\  /.  <>.,  the 
Des  Flaines  bi-aneh  of  the  River  Illinois,  by  a  portage  of 
a  thousand  paces.     This   [last  named]    river  falls  into  the 
River   Colbert    [Mississippi]    which   discharges    itself   into 
the  Gnlf  of  iNIexico." 
^^  Hence  it  is  not  to  be  confused  Avith  Joliet "s  latei-  nuip 
3  tenac,  eloliet  leaves  out  all  that  is  said   above  relative  to 
%  of  1674.  whereon,  in  his  marginal  address  to  Count  Fron- 
t^  the  Chicago  portage  and  Desplaines  river  and  inserts  mat- 
ter about  the  forest,  fruits,  game,  Indian  coi-n,  ci-ops,  and 
large  canoes,  etc.,  of  the  savages  along  the  INIississippi. 

Father  Marquette's  account  as  translated  by  Doctor 
Shea,  so  pertinent  to  the  history  of  the  northwest  and 
especially  to  Illinois,  is  substantially  like  that  of  Joliet  and 
is  reproduced  by  the  editor  here,  first  because  it  is  authentic 
beyond  doubt,  and  second  because  it  is  fuller  in  detail.  The 
Editor  follows  Shea's  divisions  of  the  matter  as  to  intro- 
duction, head-lines,  chapters  and  sections.  ~H.  "SV.  Beck- 


CHAPTER  I.-^ 


1673— Of  the  First  Voyage  Made  by  Father  ^Iarc^iette 
Toward  New  ^Iexico,  and  How  the  Design  was  Con- 
ceived, 

lATHER  MARQUETTE  had  loti.u-  pn.jcct.Ml  tliis  cntor- 

— i  pi'ise  impelled  by  his  ardent  desire  of  extendi ii,u'  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  making  II  im  known 
ami  adored  by  all  nations  of  that  country.  He  beheld  him- 
self, as  it  were,  at  the  door  of  these  new  nations,  when,  in 
1670,  he  was  laboring  at  the  mission  of  Lapointe  du  St.  Es- 
prit, which  is  at  the  extremity  of  the  upper  lake  of  the  Otta- 
was.  lie  even  saw  at  times  many  of  those  new  tribes,  con- 
cerning whom  he  gathered  all  the  information  that  he 
could.  This  induced  him  to  make  several  efit'orts  to  un- 
dertake the  enterprise,  but  always  in  vain  :  he  had  even 
given  up  all  hoj)es  of  succeeding,  when  the  Almighty  pre- 
sented him  the  following  opportunity: 

In  1673,  the  Comte  de  Frontenac,  our  (iovenioi-.  and 
]\l.  Talon,  then  oui'  intendant,  knowing  the  importance  of 
this  discovery,  either  to  seek  a  passage  from  here  to  the 
China  sea  by  the  river  which  empties  into  the  California 
or  lied  Sea,  ov  to  verify  what  was  afterward  said  of  the 
two  kingdoms  of  Theguaio  and  Quivira,  which  bordei"  on 
Canada,  and  where  gold  mines  are,  it  is  said,  abundant, 
these  gentlemen,  I  say,  both  at  the  same  time  selected  for 

*  J.  G.  Shea  s  Translation  of  "The  Voyages  and  Discoveries  of 
Father  James  Marquette  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi."  Prepared 
for  publication  by  Father  Claudius  Dablon  in  IGTS. 
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the  enterprise  the  Sieur  Jollyel,  whom  they  deetiicil  coni- 
peteut  for  so  tii-eat  a  dcsijiii,  wishing-  to  see  Father  .Mai-- 
quette  aceoiniiany  liim. 

They  wci'f  not  niislakeii  in  their  elioice  of  the  Sieur 
Jollyet,  for  lie  was  a  yonii^-  man,  born  in  this  country,  aim 
endowed  witli  every  quality  that  could  be  desired  in  such 
an  enterprise.  He  possessed  experience  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  languaues  of  the  Ottawa  country,  where  he  had 
spent  several  years;  he  had  the  tact  and  prudence  so  neces- 
sary for  the  success  of  a  voyage  equally  dangerous  and 
difticult ;  and.  lastly,  he  had  ('ourag(^  to  fear  nothing  where 
all  is  to  be  feai'eil.  He  accordingly  fulfilled  the  expecta- 
tions entertained  ct'  him.  and  if.  aftei-  having  passe:!  through 
dangers  of  a  thousand  kinds,  he  had  not  unfortunately 
been  wrecked  in  the  vei-y  liarboi-— his  canoe  having  upset 
below  the  Saut  St.  Louis,  near  Montreal,  where  he  lost  his 
men  and  papei's.  and  oidy  escaped,  by  a  kind  of  miracle, 
with  his  life  — the  succ(^ss  of  his  voyage  had  left  nothing  to 
be  desired. 


Section   I. 


1673  — Departure  of  Father  James  Marquette  for  the 
Disco\t:ry  of  the  Great  Kiver.  Called  hv  the  Ix- 
DIAN8  ]\rissisiPL  wincH  Leads  to  Xew  ^Iexk'o. 


IIE  day  of  the  Innnaculate  Conception  of  the  Blessed 
\"irgin.  whom  I  had  always  invoked  since  I  have  been 
-^  in  this  Ottawa  c^unti-y.  to  obtain  of  Ood  the  grace  to 
be  able  to  visit  the  nations  on  the  River  ]\Iissisipi,  was  iden- 
tically that  on  which  M.  Jollyet  ai'rivcd  with  orders  of  the 
Comte  de  Frontenac.  oui-  Governor,  and  ]\r.  Talon,  oui" 
Intendant.  to  make  this  discovery  with  me.  1  was  the  moi-e 
enraptured  at  this  good  news,  as  I  saw  my  designs  on  the 
point   of   being   accomplishtMl.    and    myself    in    the    happy 
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iiceessily  df  i-xixisinji  my  lil'r  1'or  tlu'  salviition  ol"  all 
these  iiatitiiis.  and  paft  iciilai'l\'  t'nr  ihc  Illinois,  who  had, 
when  I  was  al  iiai)ointe  dii  St.  Esprit,  very  earnestly  eu- 
titatfd  iiic  1(1  can-y  the  woi-d  of  <  !od  to  their  country. 

We  wi'i'c  nut  loiiy  in  preparing-  mir  outfit,  although  we 
were  einl)arkin,u  on  a  voyage  the  duration  of  which  we 
could  iii)t  foresee.  Iiulian  corn,  with  some  dried  meat, 
was  our  whole  stock  of  ]n'Ovisions.  With  this  we  set  out 
in  two  hark  canoes.  .M.  .Jollyet,  myself,  and  five  men,  firmly 
resolved  to  do  all  and  suffer  all  for  so  glorious  an  entei'- 
prise. 

it  was  (in  the  17th  of  May,  1()7:5,  that  we  started  from 
the  mission  of  St.  Igiuitius  at  [the  "Point'"  on  the  main- 
land near]  ]Michiliinakinac,  Avhere  I  then  was.  Our  joy 
at  heing  chosen  for  this  expedition  roused  our  courage,  and 
sweetened  the  labor  of  rowing  from  morning  till  night.  As 
we  were  going  to  seek  unknown  countries,  we  took  all  pos- 
sible precautions,  that,  if  our  enterprise  was  hazardous, 
it  should  not  be  foolhardy  -.  for  this  reason  we  gathered 
all  possible  information  from  Indians  who  had  frequented 
those  parts,  and  even  from  their  accounts  traced  a  map 
of  all  the  new  country,  marking  down  the  rivers  on  which 
we  were  to  sail,  the  names  of  the  nations  and  places  through 
which  we  were  to  pass,  the  course  of  the  great  river,  and 
what  direction  Ave  should  take  when  we  got  to  it. 

Above  all,  1  put  our  voyage  under  the  in-otection  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Immaculate,  promising  her,  that  if  she  did 
us  the  grace  to  discover  the  great  river.  I  would  give  it  the 
name  of  Coneepti(»n ;  and  that  I  would  also  give  that  name 
to  the  first  mission  which  I  should  establish  among  these 
new  nations,  as  I  have  actuallv  done  among  tlie  Tlinois. 
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Section   II. 

1G73— The  Father  Visits  hv  the  AVav  the  Wied-Oats 
Tribes— AVhat  These  Wied  Oats  Are— He  Enteics 
THE  Bay  of  the  Fetid-  Some  Pahtkeeaks  as  to  this 
Bay— He  Keaches  the  Fire  Nation. 

ITII  all  these  pfccaiilidtis.  wo  iiindc  oui'  paddli^ 
l)lay  iiu'i'i'ily  ()\er  a  pai-t  of  Lakt'  lliinni  and  that  of 
the  llinois  into  the  Bay  of  the  Fetid  [Green  Bay]. 
The  first  nation  that  avo  met  was  tha!  of  the  AVild  Oats 
[Me-noni-o-nees  or  the  "  Fol-Avoines, ""  foi-  the  Frencdi  so 
called  botli  the  >irain  and  these  Indians].  I  entered  their 
river  to  visit  them,  as  we  have  preaelied  tlie  o-ospel  to 
these  tribes  for  some  years  past,  so  tliat  tliei-e  are  many 
good  Christians  amonu'  them. 

Tlie  wild  oats,  from  A\liieli  they  take  theii-  name,  as  they 
are  fonnd  in  their  eonnti'y,  are  a  kind  of  grass  wliieh 
grows  spontaneonsly  in  little  rivers  with  slimy  bottoms, 
and  in  mai'shy  jdaces;  they  are  very  like  the  wild  oats  that 
grow  np  among  our  wheat.  The  ears  are  on  stalks  knotted 
at  intervals;  they  rise  above  the  water  about  the  month 
of  June,  and  keep  risiim'  till  they  float  about  two  feet 
above  it.  The  grain  is  not  thicker  than  our  oats,  but  is' 
as  long  again,  so  that  the  meal  is  much  more  abundant. 

The  following  is  the  manner  in  which  the  fiulians  gather 
it  and  prepare  it  for  eating.  In  the  month  of  September, 
which  is  the  proper  time  for  this  harvest,  they  go  in  canoes 
across  these  fields  of  Avild  oats,  and  shake  the  ears  on  their 
right  and  left  into  the  canoe  as  they  advance;  the  grain 
falls  easily  if  it  is  ripe,  and  in  a  little  while  theii-  provision 
is'  made.  To  clear  it  from  the  chafV,  and  strij)  it  of  a 
pellicle  in  which  it  is  enclosed,  they  ]>ut  it  to  dry  in  the 
smoke  on  a  wooden  lattice,  under  which  they  kt^ej)  np  a 
small  fire  for  several  davs.     AVhon  the  oats  an'  well  di-ied. 


\-J  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL    COLLECTIONS 

1licy  put  tliciii  ill  ;i  skin  of  the  form  of  ;i  haj;,  which  is 
then  foiccd  into  ;i  hole,  made  on  purpose,  in  the  ground; 
tlicy  then  licad  it  out  so  hin^i:  and  so  well,  that  the  grain 
lu-iii^'  frcrd  from  the  cliaft'  is  easily  winnowed;  after  which 
they  pound  it  to  I'l-ducc  it  to  meal,  or  even  unpounded, 
hoil  it  in  wiitcr  seasoned  with  ^'reaSe,  and  in  this  way,  wild 
oats  are  almost  as  palatable  as  riee  would  be  when  not 
bettor  seasoned. 

1  informed  these  peo])le  of  the  Wild  Oats  of  my  design 
of  t:(»in^'-  to  (liseo\er  distant  luitions  to  instruct  them  in 
tlie  mysteries  of  our  Holy  Religion;  they  were  very  much 
surprised.  ;ind  did  their  best  to  dissuade  me.  They  told 
me.  that  1  would  meet  nations  that  never  spare  strangers, 
but  tomaiiawk  them  without  any  provocation;  that  the  war 
wliieh  had  broken  out  among  various  nations  on  our  route, 
exposed  us  to  anotlier  evident  danger— that  of  being  killed 
by  the  war  parties  which  are  constantly  in  the  field;  that 
the  (Ireat  River  is  very  dangerous,  unless  the  difficult 
l)ai'ts  ai'e  known:  that  it  was  full  of  frightful  monsters 
who  swallowed  uj)  men  and  canoes  together;  that  there  is 
even  a  demon  there  who  can  be  heard  from  afar,  who 
stops  the  passage  and  engulfs  all  who  dai'e  appi-oaeli:  last- 
ly, that  the  heat  is  so  excessive  in  those  coiuitries.  that  it 
would  infallibly  cause  oui-  death. 

I  thanked  them  for  their  kind  ad\iee.  bu',  assured  them 
that  1  could  not  follow  it,  as  the  salvati(tn  of  souls  was 
concerned;  that  for  them,  1  should  be  too  hai)i)y  to  lay 
down  my  life;  that  I  made  light  of  theii'  pretended  dtMiiou, 
tluit  we  would  defend  ourselves  well  (Miough  against  tlu^ 
river  monsters;  and,  besides,  we  should  be  on  our  giuird 
to  avoid  th(>  other  dangei's  with  which  they  threatened  us. 
After  luiving  macU'  tlu'iii  |)ray  and  given  tluMu  some  in- 
sti'uction,  I  left,  them,  and,  embarking  in  our  canoes,  we 
soon  aftei'  reached  the  extremity  of  the  Bay  of  the  Fetid, 
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where  our  Fathers  hibor  successively  iu  the  couversiou  of 
these  tribes,  havin«j:  ba{)tized  more  tlian  two  thousand  since 
they  have  been  there. 

This  bay  bears  a  name  whicli  has  not  so  l)a(l  a  niean- 
in>i-  in  the  Indian  hmgua^e,  for  tbcy  call  it  rather  Salt 
Bay  than  Fetid  Bay,  althouoh  aniouti'  them  it  is  almost 
the  same,  and  this  is  also  the  name  which  Ihcy  <five  to 
the  sea.  This  induced  us  to  make  very  exact  i-esearches  to 
discover  whether  there  were  not  in  these  parts  some  salt 
springs,  as  there  are  among-  tlie  Inxfuois,  l)ut  we  could  not 
find  any.  We  accordingly  concluded  that  the  nami>  has 
been  given  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  slime  and  mud 
there,  constantly  exhaling  noisome  vai)oi-s  which  cause  tlie 
loudest  and  longest  peals  of  thunder  that  I  evei'  heai'd. 

The  bay  is  about  thirty  leagues  long,  and  eight  wide  at 
its  mouth ;  it  narrows  gradually  to  the  extremity,  where- 
it  is  easy  to  remark  the  tide  which  has  its  rc^gular  flow 
and  ebb,  almost  like  that  of  the  sea.  This  is  not  the  place 
to  examine  whether  they  are  real  tides,  whether  they  are 
caused  by  the  winds,  or  by  some  other  age;  whether  they 
are  winds,  out-riders  of  the  moon,  or  attached  to  her  suite, 
who  consequently  agitate  the  lake  and  give  it  a  kind  of 
flow  and  ebb,  "whenever  the  moon  rises  above  the  horizon. 
What  I  can  certainly  aver  is,  that  when  the  water  is  quite 
tranquil,  you  can  easily  see  it  rise  and  fall  with  the  course 
of  the  moon,  although  I  do  not  deny  that  this  movement 
may  be  caused  by  distant  winds,  which  pressing  on  the 
centre  of  the  lake,  make  it  rise  and  fall  on  the  shor(>  in  the 
way  that  meets  our  eyes. 

We  left  this  bay  to  enter  a  river,  [Fox  river]  emptying 
into  it.  It  is  very  beautiful  at  its  mouth,  and  flows  gently ; 
it  is  full  of  bustards,  duck,  teal  and  other  bii-ds,  attracted 
by  the  wild  oats  of  which  they  are  very  fond :  l)ut  when 
you  have  advanced  a  little  up  the  I'iver.  it  becomes  very 
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cliriiciilt.  l)()th  on  accdiiiil  cT  llif  cun'ciits  uikI  ol'  tlie  sharp 
rucks  wliicli  cut  the  causes  and  tlic  Tc'el  ut"  thuse  who  are 
obliy-fd  to  dra^''  thi'm,  especially  when  the  water  is  low. 
Vin-  all  tliat  we  passed  the  rapids  safely,  aud  as  we  ap- 
proached Machkoutens,  the  Fire  nation,  ["Mush-kooda' 
—  Uh-ke,"  or  Prairie  land  tribes]  I  had  the  curiosity  to 
tlrink  the  mineral  waters  of  the  river  which  is  not  far 
from  this  town.  I  also  took  time  to  examine  an  herb,  the 
virtue  of  which  an  Indian,  who  [xissessed  the  secret,  had, 
with  many  ceremonies,  made  known  to  Father  Alloues. 
Its  root  is  useful  against  the  bite  of  serpents,  the  Almighty 
having  been  pleased  to  give  this  remedy  against  a  poison 
very  common  in  tlic  country.  It  is  very  hot.  and  has  the 
taste  of  powder  wlien  crushed  between  the  teeth.  It  must 
be  chewed  and  ])ut  on  the  bite  of  the  serpent.  Snakes  have 
snt-h  an  anti|)a11i\'  to  it,  that  they  fly  from  one  rubbed 
with  it.  It  produces  several  stalks  about  a  foot  long,  with 
T)retty  long  leaves,  and  a  white  floAver,  nuich  like  the  gilly- 
flower. I  ])ut  some  into  my  canoe  to  examine  it  at  leisure,* 
while  we  kept  on  our  way  toward  IMaskoutens.  where  we  ar- 
rived on  the  7th  of  June. 


*  A  fine  description  of  the  so-called  "Indian  turnip,"  or  triphyllum, 
quite  common  throughout  the  northwest,  and  held  as  an  antidote  for 
snake   bite.— H.    W.    B. 
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Section  III. 

1673— Description  of  the  Village  of  .AIaskoutens— What 
Transpired  Between  the  Fatjier  and  the  Indians— 
The  French  Begin  to  Enter  a  XE^Y  and  Unknown 
Country,  and  Reach  the  jMissisipi. 

EKE  wc  are  then  at  Maskoutens.  [Prairie  or  Fire 
made  lauds,  as  tlieir  name  in]plies.]      This  woi'd  in 

-^  AJgonquin,  may  mean  Fire  nation,  and  that  is  the 
name  given  to  them.  This  is  the  limit  of  the  discoveries 
made  by  the  French,  for  they  have  not  yet  passed  beyond  it. 

This  town  is  made  up  of  three  nations  gathered  here, 
IMiamis,  Maskoutens,  and  Kikabous.  The  first  are  more 
civil,  liberal  and  better  made;  they  wear  two  long  ear- 
locks,  which  give  then  a  good  appearance;  they  have  the 
name  of  being  warriors  and  seldom  send  out  war  parties 
in  vain ;  they  are  very  docile,  listen  quietly  to  what  you 
tell  them,  and  showed  themselves  so  eager  to  hear  Father 
Allouez  when  he  was  instructing  them,  that  they  gave  him 
little  rest,  even  at  night.  The  ]\Iaskoutens  and  Kikabous 
are  I'uder  and  more  like  peasants,  compared  to  the  othci-s. 

As  bark  for  cabins  is  rare  in  tliis  country,  they  use 
rushes,  which  serve  them  for  walls  and  roof,  but  which  are 
no  great  shelter  against  the  wind,  and  still  less  against 
the  rain  when  it  falls  in  torrents.  The  advantage  of  this 
kind  of  cabins  is  that  they  can  roll  them  up.  and  carry 
them  easily  where  they  like  in  hunting-time. 

"When  I  visited  them,  I  was  extremely  consoled  to  see  a 
beautiful  cross  planted  in  the  midst  of  the  town,  adorned 
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with  several  white  skins,  i-ed  belts,  bows  and  arrows,  which 
these  fifood  peopk^  had  otTer-ed  to  tlie  (ii-eat  Manitou  |  such 
is  the  name  tliey  jiive  to  (iod|  in  thank  liiin  t'oi-  liavin<4'  had 
pity  on  them  (hiriiii;  the  winter,  ^ivinji;  them  plenty  of 
<;ame  when  lliey  were  in  greatest  dread  of  famine. 

I  felt  no  litth>  ])I('asui'<'  in  hclioldioL;'  the  position  of  this 
town;  the  view  is  beautiful  and  xcvy  picturesque,  for  from 
the  eminence  on  which  it  is  perched,  the  eye  discovers  on 
every  side  prairies  spreading  away  beyond  its  reach,  in- 
terspersed with  thickets  or  fj^roves  of  lofty  trees.  The  soil 
is  very  <j:ood,  producing  much  corn;  the  Indians  gather 
also  quantities  of  plums  and  grapes,  from  which  good  wine 
could  be  made,  if  they  chose. 

No  soonei-  had  we  arrived  than  ]\r.  Jollyet  and  I  as- 
sembled the  sachems;  he  told  them  that  he  was  sent  by 
our  governor  to  discover  new  countries,  and  I,  by  the  Al- 
mighty, to  illumine  them  with  the  light  of  the  gospel ;  that 
the  Sovereign  jMaster  of  our  lives  wished  to  be  known  by 
all  nations,  and  that  to  obey  His  will,  I  did  not  fear  death, 
to  which  I  exposed  myself  in  such  dangerous  voyages; 
that  we  needed  two  guides  to  put  us  on  our  way,  these, 
maldng  them  a  present,  we  begged  them  to  grant  us.  This 
they  did  very  civily,  and  even  proceeded  to  speak  to  us  by 
a  present,  which  was  a  mat  to  serve  us  as  a  bed  on  our 
voyage. 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  tenth  of  June,  two  ^liamis 
■whom  they  had  given  us  as  guides,  embarked  with  us,  in 
the  sight  of  a  great  crowd,  who  could  wonder  enough  to 
see  seven  Frenchmen  alone  in  two  canoes,  dare  to  under- 
take so  strange  and  so  hazardous  an  expedition. 

We  knew  that  there  was.  three  leagues  from  INIaskoutens, 
a  i-iver  [the  Wisconsin,  near  Portage  City,  in  that  State] 
emptying  into  the  ^Mississippi ;  we  knew,  too,  that  the  point 
of  the  compass  we  were  to  hold  to  reach  it,  was  the  west- 
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smith-west;  but  the  way  is  so  cut  up  by  mai'slies  and  little 
hikes,  that  it  is  easy  to  o'o  astray,  especially  as  tlie  river 
leadiuL;'  to  it  is  so  covered  with  wild  oals.  1li;it  you  can 
hardly  discover  the  channel,  lleiiee,  we  had  ^ood  need  of 
our  two  guides,  who  led  us  safely  to  a  portau'e  of  twenty- 
seven  hundred  paces,  and  heli)ed  us  to  trans|)oi-t  our  ca- 
noes to  enter  this  river,  after  which  they  returned,  leaving 
us  alone  in  an  unknown  country,  in  the  hands  of  Provi- 
dence. 

We  now  leave  the  waters  which  flow  to  Quebec,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  or  five  hundred  leagues,  to  follow  those 
which  will  henceforth  lead  us  into  strange  lands.  Before 
embarking,  we  all  began  together  a  new  devotion  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Immaculate,  Avhich  we  practiced  every  day, 
addressing  her  particular  prayers  to  put  under  her  pro- 
tection botli  our  persons  and  the  success  of  our  voyage. 
Then  after  having  encouraged  one  another,  we  got  into 
our  canoes.  The  river  on  which  we  embarked  is  called 
^Meskousing;  it  is  very  broad,  with  a  sandy  liottom.  forming 
many  shallows,  which  render  navigation  very  difficult.  It 
is  full  of  vine-clad  islets.  (3n  the  1)anks  appear  fertile  lands 
diversified  with  wood,  prairie,  and  hill.  Here  you  find  oaks, 
walnut,  whitewood,  and  another  kind  of  tree  with  branches, 
armed  with  long  thorns.  AVe  saw  no  small  game  oi'  fish, 
but  deer  and  moose  in  considerable  numbers. 

Our  route  was  southwest,  and  after  sailing  about  thirty 
leagues,  we  perceived  a  place  Avhich  had  all  the  appearances 
of  an  iron  mine,  and  in  fact,  one  of  our  party  who  had 
seen  some  before,  averred  that  the  one  we  had  found  was 
veiy  good  and  very  rich.  It  is  covered  with  three  feet  of 
good  earth,  very  near  a  chain  of  rock,  whose  base  is  cov- 
ered with  fine  timber.  After  forty  leagues  on  this  same 
route,  we  reached  the  mouth  of  our  river,  and  finding  our- 
selves at  421 '.  degrees  N..  we  safely  entered  the  ^Missisipi 
on  the  17th  of  June,  with  a  joy  I  can  not  express. 
o 
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Section  IV. 

1673— Of  the  Great  River  Called  Missisipi— Its  Most 
Striking  Peculiarities— Various  Animals,  and  Par- 

TICl'LARLY     the     PiSIKIOUS     OR     AViLD     CaTTLE  — TllEIR 

FoK.M  and  Disposition— The  First  Illinois  Villages 
Reached  by  thk  French. 

ERE,  then,  we  are  on  this  renowned  river,  of  which 
I  have  endeavored  to  remark  attentively  all  the  pe- 
culiarities. The  ]\Iissipipi  river  has  its  source  in 
several  lakes  in  the  country  of  the  nations  to  the  north; 
it  is  narrow  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miskousing ;  its  current, 
which  runs  south,  is  slow  and  gentle ;  on  the  right  is  a  con- 
siderable chain  of  very  liiuli  mountains,  and  on  the  left 
tine  lands;  it  is  in  many  places  studded  with  islands.  On 
sounding,  we  have  found  ten  fathoms  of  water.  Its  breadth 
is  very  uno(niaI :  it  is  sometimes  iliree-(juartei's  of  a  league, 
and  sometimes  narrows  in  to  three  arpents  [220  yai'ds. ] 
"We  gently  follow  its  course,  which  bears  south  and  south- 
east till  the  forty-second  degree.  Here  we  perceive  that 
the  whole  face  is  changed;  there  is  now  almost  no  wood  or 
mountain,  the  islands  are  more  beautiful  and  covered  with 
finer  trees;  we  see  nothing  but  deer  and  moose.  l)ustards 
and  wingless  swans,  foi-  they  shed  their  plumes  in  this 
country.  From  time  to  time  we  meet  monstrous  fish,  (me 
of  which  struck  so  violently  against  our  canoe,  that  I  took 
it  for  a  large  tree  about  to  knock  us  to  pieces.  Another 
time  we  perceived  on  tln^  water  a  monster  with  the  head  of 
a  tiger,  a  pointed  snout  like  a  \\'ild-cat's,  a  In-ard.  and  eai's 
erect,  a  grayish  head  and  iiccl^  all  black.  We  saw  no  more 
of  them.  On  casting  out  nets,  we  have  taken  sturgeon  and 
a  very  extraordinary  kind  of  fish  [the  "spoon  bill"]  ;  it 
resembles  a  ti-oiit  with  tliis  difference,  that  it  has  a  larger 
mouth,  but  smaller  eyes  and  snout.  Near  the  latter  is  a 
large  bone,  like  a  woman's  busk,  three  fingers  wide,  and 
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a  cubit  loiii;-;  the  t.'ii(l  is  cii'enlai'  ami  as  wide  as  the  hand. 
In  leaping'  out  of  the  water  the  wciylit  of  this  often  throws 
it  back. 

Having'  descended  as  far  as  41  dejjfrees  28  minutes,  fol- 
lowing the  same  direction,  we  find  tluit  turkeys  have  taken 
the  place  of  game,  and  the  i)isiki(ius.  |  the  Algonquin  for 
Buffalo]  or  wild  cattle,  that  of  other  beasts.  AVe  call  theni 
wild  cattle,  because  they  are  like  our  domestic  cattle;  they 
are  uot  longer,  liut  almost  as  big  again,  and  more  corpu- 
lent; oui'  men  liaviiig  ]<ill('(l  one.  three  of  us  had  consid- 
erable ti'ouble  ill  moving  it.  The  head  is  very  large,  the 
forehead  tiat  and  a  foot  and  a  half  broad  between  the 
horns,  which  are  exactly  like  those  of  our  cattle,  except 
that  they  are  black  and  nnich  largei".  Tuder  the  neck  there 
is  a  kintl  of  large  croj)  hanging  down,  and  on  the  back  a 
pretty  high  hump.  The  whole  head,  the  neck,  and  part  of 
the  shouldei's.  are  covered  with  a  great  mane  like  a  horse's; 
it  is  a  crest  a  foot  long,  which  renders  them  hideous,  and 
falling  over  their  eyes,  prevents  their  seeing  befoi'C  them. 
The  rest  of  the  body  is  covered  with  a  coarse  curly  hair 
like  the  wool  of  our  sheep,  but  much  stronger  and  thicker. 
It  falls  in  summer,  and  the  skin  is  then  as  soft  as  velvet. 
At  this  time  the  Indians  employ  the  skins  to  mak(>  beauti- 
ful robes,  which  they  paint  of  various  colors:  the  Hesh 
and  fat  of  the  pisikious  are  excellent,  and  constitute  the 
best  dish  in  baiujuets.  They  are  very  fierce,  and  not  a  year 
passes  without  theii-  killing  some  Indian.  When  attacked, 
they  take  a  man  with  their  hoi'iis,  if  tliey  can,  lift  liim  up, 
and  then  dash  him  to  the  ground,  trample  on  him,  and  kill 
him.  When  you  fire  at  them  from  a  distance  with  gun  or 
bow,  you  mus'  thniw  yourself  on  the  ground  as  soon  as 
you  fire,  and  hide  in  the  grass;  for,  if  they  po'ceive  the 
one  who  fired,  they  rush  on  him  and  attack  him.  As  their 
feet  are  large  and  rather  short,  they  do  not  generally  go 
very  fast,  excc])t  when  they  -.wo  irritated.     They  ai'c  scat- 
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tered  ovit  tlic  prnii-ics  like  herds  of  cattlo.     1  liavc  seen  a 
hand  (if  I'oiir  huiidic(L 

We  advaneed  eoiislaiitly,  l)iit  as  we  did  not  know  where 
we  were  li'oini;'.  liaviiiu'  already  made  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  wilhoul  ha\iiiii-  diseovered  aiiylliiiijj;-  but  beasts  and 
birds,  we  kept  well  on  our  guai'd.  Aeeordinyly  we  make 
only  a  little  tire  on  the  shore  at  niyht  to  prepare  our  meal, 
and  after  supper  k-cep  as  I'ai-  I'rdiii  il  as  possible,  passing 
the  night  in  our  canoes,  which  we  anchor  in  the  river  pretty 
far  fi'om  the  bank.  Kven  tins  did  not  prevent  one  of  us 
being  always  as  a  seulinel.  for  Fear  ol'  a  surpi'ise. 

Proceeding  soiilli  and  sdulh-southwest.  we  litid  oui'selves 
at  41  degrees  north;  then  a^  40  degrees  and  some  minutes, 
l)artly  by  southeast  and  partly  by  southwest,  after  having 
advanced  moi'c  than  sixty  leagues  since  entering  the  river, 
witliout  discovering  anything.  , 

At  last,  on  the  25th  of  June,  we  perceived  footprints  of 
men  by  the  water-side,  and  a  beaten  path  entering  a  beau- 
tiful i)rairie.  AVe  stopped  to  examine  it,  and  concluding 
that  it  was  a  path  leading  to  some  Indian  village,  we  re- 
solved to  go  and  reconnoitre;  we  accordingly  left  our  two 
canoes  in  charge  of  our  ])e()ple,  cautioning  them  strictly 
to  bewai'e  of  a  su)'prise;  then  M.  Jollyet  and  1  undertook 
this  rather  hazardous  discoveiy  for  two  single  men,  who 
thus  ))ut  Ihemselves  at  the  discretion  of  an  unknown  and 
l)ar1)arous  ])e()i)le.  AVe  followed  the  little  path  in  silence, 
and  having  advanced  about  two  leagues,  we  discovered  a 
village  on  the  banks  of  Ihe  river,  and  two  others  on  a  hill, 
half  a  league  from  the  formtM-. 

'Plien.  indeed,  we  recommended  ourselves  to  (xod,  with  all 
our  heai'ls:  and.  having  implored  His  help,  we  passed  on 
undiscovered,  and  came  so  near  that  we  even  heard  the 
Indians  talking.  We  then  deemed  it  time  to  announce  our- 
selves, as  we  did  by  a  cry,  whieli  we  raised  with  all  our 
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slreiiL;1  li.  niid  llicti  li.iltcd  witlinut  ;i(l\;m(*itiL;  ;iiiy  r.iitlicr. 
At  this  (_'ry  llic  liidiatis  fiisliccl  out  ol'  llicir  ('al)iiis,  and 
haviiiii'  pri)bal)ly  i-ci-dmii/A'il  us  as  Kitiu-Ii,  es[)(.H'ially  st-ciiig 
a  black  gown,  or  at  least  having  no  i-eason  to  distrust  us, 
seeing  we  were  but  two,  and  iiad  tiiadc  known  oui'  coming, 
they  deputed  four  old  men  \o  eome  and  speak  with  us. 
Two  carried  tobacco-pipes  well-adorned,  and  trinnned  with 
many  kinds  of  featlu'rs.  They  mai'dicd  slowly,  lifting 
their  pipes  toward  the  sun,  as  if  offering  them  to  him  to 
smoke,  but  yet  without  uttering  a  single  word.  They  were 
a  long  time  cominii'  thc^  little  wa\'  IVom  the  villaue  to  us, 
Having  reached  us  at  last,  they  stopped  to  consider  us  at- 
tentively. I  now  took  courage,  .seeing  these  ceremonies, 
which  are  used  by  them  only  with  friends,  and  still  more 
on  seeing  them  covered  with  stuffs,  which  made  me  to 
judge  them  to  be  allies.  I,  therefore,  spoke  to  them  first, 
and  asked  them  who  they  were ;  tliey  answered  that  they 
were  Ilinois,  and,  in  token  of  peace,  they  presented  their 
pipes  to  smoke.  They  then  invited  us  to  their  village  where 
all  the  tribe  awaited  us  with  impatience.  These  pipes  for 
smoking  are  called  in  the  country,  calumets,  a  word  that 
is  so  much  in  use,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  employ  it  in 
order  to  be  understood,  as  I  shall  have  to  speak  of  it  fre- 
quently. 


Section  V. 


167.S— Mow  THE  Ilinois  Received  the  Father  ix  Their 
Village. 

T  THE  door  (  f  the  cabin  in  which  we  were  to  be  re- 
ceived, was  an  old  man  awaiting  us  in  a  very  remark- 
able |)osture,  which  is  their  usual  ceremony  in  re- 
ceiving strangers.  This  man  was  standing,  pei-fectly 
naked,  with  his  hands  stretched  out  and  raised  toward  the 
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sun,  as  if  lie  wished  to  sei-eeii  himself  from  its  rays,  which 
nevertheless  i)ass('(l  throu<rh  his  fiiiuers  to  his  faee.  When 
we  came  neai-  him,  he  paid  us  this  compliment:  "How 
beautiful  is  liic  sun,  ()  Fi'eiiehman,  when  thou  comest  to 
visit  us  I  All  oiirtown  awaits  thee,  and  thou  shalt  enter 
all  our  eahins  in  peace."  He  then  took  us  into  his,  where 
there  was  a  ci-owd  of  people,  who  devoured  us  with  their 
eyes,  hiil  kept  a  profound  silence.  AYe  heard,  however, 
these  wnids  occasionally,  addressed  to  us:  "Well  done, 
brothers,  to  visit  us!" 

As  soon  as  we  had  taken  our  places,  they  showed  us  the 
usual  civility  of  the  country,  which  is  to  pi-esent  the  calu- 
met. You  must  not  refuse  it,  imless  you  would  pass  for  an 
enemy,  or  at  least  for  being  impolite.  Tt  is.  however, 
enough  to  pretend  to  smoke.  AVhile  all  the  old  men  smoked 
after  us  to  honor  us,  some  came  to  invite  us  on  behalf  of 
the  great  sachem  of  all  the  Ilinois  to  proceed  to  his  town, 
where  he  wished  to  hold  a  council  with  us.  We  went  with 
a  good  I'etiuue.  for  all  the  people  who  had  never  seen  a 
Frenchman  among  them  could  not  tire  looking  at  us;  they 
threw  themselves  on  the  grass  by  the  wayside,  they  ran 
ahead,  then  turned  and  walked  bacl\  to  see  us  again.  All 
this  was  done  without  noise,  and  with  mai'ks  of  a  great  re- 
spect entertained  for  us. 

ITaving  arrived  at  the  great  sachem's  town,  we  espied 
him  at  his  cabin-door,  between  two  old  men,  all  three  stand- 
ing naked,  with  their  calumet  turned  to  the  sun.  He 
harangued  us  in  a  few  words,  to  congratulate  us  on  our 
arrival,  and  then  presented  us  his  calumet  and  made  us 
smoke;  at  the  same  time  we  entered  his  cabin,  where  we  re- 
ceived all  their  usual  greetings.  Seeing  all  assembled  and 
in  silence,  I  spoke  to  them  by  four  presents  which  I  made; 
by  the  first,  I  said  that  we  niai-ched  in  peace  to  visit  the 
nations  on  the  river  to  the  sea  :  by  the  second,  I  declared 
to  them  that   (lod  their  Creator  had   ])ity  on   llieui,  since, 
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al'tci'  their  having-  been  so  loii<i'  i^'iioi'mil  of  lliiii.  lit'  wished 
to  become  known  to  all  nations;  that  1  was  sent  on  llis 
behall'  with  this  desiun  ;  that  it  was  for  them  to  acknowledi^e 
and  obey  lliiii;  by  tlic  tliii'd,  tlial  the  ^reat  eliiid'  ol'  the 
French  informed  them  that  he  spread  peace  everywhere, 
and  had  overcome  the  Iro(|nois.  Lastly,  by  the  fourth,  we 
beg'ji'ed  them  to  ^ive  ns  all  the  iiiformalidii  llicy  had  id'  the 
sea,  and  of  the  nations  Ihront^h  which  \\c  shduhl  have  to 
pass  to  reacli   it. 

When  I  had  finished  my  speech,  the  sachem  rose,  and 
layinii'  his  hand  on  the  head  of  a  little  slave,  whom  he  was 
about  to  give  us,  spoke  thus:  "I  thank  thee,  l^lackg-owu, 
and  thee,  Frenchman,"  addressing  U.  Jollyet,  "for  taking 
so  much  pains  to  come  and  visit  us;  never  has  the  earth 
been  so  beautiful,  nor  the  sun  so  bright,  as  today;  never 
has  our  river  been  so  calm,  noi'  so  free  from  rocks,  which 
your  canoes  have  removed  as  they  passed  ;  never  has  our 
tobacco  had  so  fine  a  flavor,  nor  our  corn  appeared  so 
beautiful  as  we  behold  it  today.  Here  is  my  son.  that  I 
give  thee,  that  thou  mayest  know  my  heart.  I  pray  thee 
to  take  pity  on  me  and  all  my  nation.  Thou  knowest  the 
Great  Spirit  who  has  made  us  all ;  thou  speakest  to  Him 
and  hearest  His  word;  ask  Him  to  give  me  life  and  health, 
and  come  and  dwell  with  us,  that  we  may  know  Him." 
Saying  this,  he  placed  the  little  slave  near  us  and  made 
us  a  second  present,  an  all-mysterious  calum(4.  which  tliey 
value  more  than  a  slave ;  by  this  present  he  showed  us  his 
esteem  for  our  governor,  after  the  account  we  had  given 
of  him;  by  the  third,  he  begged  us,  on  behalf  of  his  whdle 
nation,  not  to  proceed  further,  on  account  of  the  great 
dangers  to  which  we  exposed  ourselves. 

I  replied,  that  I  did  not  fear  death,  and  that  I  esteem(>d 
no  happiness  greater  than  that  of  losing  my  life  for  the 
glory  of  Him  who  made  all.  But  this  these  poor  people 
could  not  understand. 
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The  couticil  was  i'ollitwcd  by  n  iii'cat  feast  which  con- 
sisted oi'  four  courses,  which  we  had  to  tai<e  with  all  their 
ways;  the  fii'st  course  was  a  }iivat  woocU-n  dish  full  of  sag- 
amity,  tliat  is  to  say,  of  Indian  meal  boiled  in  water  and 
seasoned  with  ucease.  The  master  of  ceremonies,  with  a 
s{)oonful  of  sagamity,  presented  it  three  oi-  foui-  times  to 
my  mouth,  as  Ave  would  do  with  a  little  child;  he  did  the 
same  to  M.  Jollyet.  For  the  second  course,  he  brought  in 
a  second  dish  containing  three  fish;  he  took  some  pains 
to  remove  the  bones,  and  having  blown  uyion  it  to  cool  it, 
put  it  in  my  mouth,  as  we  would  food  to  a  bii'd:  for  the 
third  course,  they  produced  a  large  dog,  which  they  had 
just  killed,  but  learning  that  we  did  not  eat  it,  it  was 
withdrawn.  Finally,  the  fourth  course  was  a  piece  of  wild 
ox,  the  fattest  portions  of  which  were  put  into  our  mouths. 

After  this  feast  we  had  to  visit  the  whole  village,  which 
consists  of  full  three  hundred  cabins.  While  we  marched 
through  the  streets,  an  orator  was  constantly  haranguing, 
to  oblige  all  to  see  us  without  being  troublesome ;  Ave  were 
everywhere  presented  with  belts,  garters,  and  other  ar- 
ticles made  of  the  hair  of  the  bear  and  wild  cattle,  dyed 
red,  yellow,  and  gray.  These  are  their  rarefies;  but  not 
being  of  consequence,  Ave  did  not  burthen  ourseh'es  Avith 
them. 

We  slcjit  in  the  sachem's  cabin,  and  the  next  day  took 
leave  of  him,  pronnsing  to  pass  back  through  his  toAvn  in 
four  moons.  He  escorted  us  to  our  canoes  Avith  nearly  six 
hundred  persons,  Avho  saAV  us  end)ark,  evincing  in  every 
possible  Avay  the  pleasure  our  visit  had  giA'en  them.  On 
taking  leave,  I  personally  promised  that  I  Avould  return 
the  next  year  to  stay  Avith  them,  and  insti'uct  them.  But 
before  leaving  the  Ilinois  country,  it  will  be  Avell  to  i-e- 
late  Avhat  T  remarked  of  their  customs  and  manners. 
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Section  XL 

1673— CiiAKAcTKK  III'  i'lii:  li.ixdis  'l"iii;iu  Maxxkhs  and 
Customs— TiiEJR  Esteem  of  the  Calumet,  or  Touac- 
ro  Pipe,  and  Tukir  Dance  in  its  Honor. 

lO  s;iy  Uiiiois  is,  in  their  lauiiua.ne.  to  say  "tlie  men,'' 
as  if  other  Indians  compared  to  tliem  were  mere 
beasts.  And  it  must  b(^  adiiii'.tcd  Ihal  Ihcy  have  an 
^,ir  of  hnmaiiily  that  we  had  iiol  rciiiai-ked  in  the  other 
narions  that  we  liad  seen  on  Ihe  way.  The  short  stay  I 
made  with  tliein  did  not  pei-mit  me  1o  ae(|nit'e  ail  the  in- 
formation I  would  have  cU'sired.  The  following  is  what 
I  remai'l\(Hl  in  their  manners: 

They  are  divided  inio  several  vida^es,  some  of  which 
are  (piite  distant  fi-om  that  of  which  I  speak,  and  which 
is  calk'd  Peonarea.  This  produces  a  diversity  in  their  hui- 
guatie  which  in  <:-eneral  has  a  <ireat  affinity  to  the  Algon- 
quin, so  that  we  easily  understood  one  another.  They  are 
mild  and  tractable  in  th(Mr  disposition,  as  we  experienced 
in  the  reception  they  gave  us.  They  have  many  wives,  of 
whom  the>'  are  extremely  jealous;  they  watch  them  care- 
fully, and  cut  off  their  nose  or  ears  when  they  do  not  be- 
have well ;  I  saw  several  who  bore  the  marks  of  their  in- 
fidelity. They  are  well-formed,  nind)le,  and  very  adroit 
in  using  the  bow  and  arrow;  they  use  guns  also,  which  they 
buy  of  our  Indian  allies  who  trade  with  the  French ;  they 
use  them  especially  to  terrify  their  enemies  by  the  noise 
and  smoke,  the  others  lying  too  far  to  the  west,  have  never 
seen  them,  and  do  not  know  their  use.  They  are  war-like 
and  formidal)le  to  distant  nations  in  the  south  and  west, 
where  they  go  to  carry  off  slaves,  whom  they  make  an 
article  of  trade,  selling  them  at  a  high  price  to  other  na- 
tions for  goods. 

The  distant  nations  against  whom  they  go  to  war.  have 
no   knov.'ledge    of    Europeans;    they    are    aeciuaitited    with 
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iicillirr  ir(]|i  or  cdpiici',  and  lia\i'  iiotliiii;;  but  stoiic  knives. 
When  llic  Iliiiois  scl  (Hit  (iii  a  war  i)arty,  the  wliole  vil- 
lage is  notified  by  a  loud  cry  made  at  the  door  of  their  huts 
the  luorniiiy  and  i-vcniim'  hi^fore  they  set  out.  Tlu'  ehiel's 
air  dis'infj-uisiicd  rnmi  tiie  soldiers  l)y  their  wearing  a  scarf 
ingeniously  made  of  the  hair  of  bears  and  wild  oxen.  The 
face  is  painted  with  red  lead  or  ochre,  which  is  found  in 
great  (|uaiilities  a  few  days'  journey  from  their  village. 
They  live  l)y  game,  which  is  al)undant  in  this  country, 
and  on  Indian  corn,  of  which  they  always  gather  a  good 
crop,  so  that  they  have  never  suffered  from  famine.  They 
also  sow  beans  and  melons,  which  are  excellent,  especially 
those  with  a  red  seed.  Their  squashes  are  not  of  the  best; 
they  dry  tlicm  in  the  sun.  to  eat  in  the  winter  and  spring. 

Their  cabins  are  very  large;  they  are  lined  and  tioored 
with  rush-mats.  They  makc^  all  their  dishes  of  wood,  and 
their  spoons  of  the  bones  of  the  buffalo,  which  they  cut  so 
well,  that  it  serves  them  to  eat  their  sagamity,  easily. 

They  are  liberal  in  their  maladies,  and  believe  that  the 
medicines  given  them  operate  in  proportion  to  the  pres- 
ents they  have  made  the  medicine-man.  Their  only  clothes 
are  skins;  their  women  are  always  dressed  vei'y  modestly 
and  decent l>'.  while  the  men  do  not  take  any  pains  to  cover 
themselves,  'i'hrough  what  superstition  I  know  not,  some 
Ilinois,  as  well  as  some  Nadotiessi  [Sioux  or  Dacotas], 
while  yet  young,  assume  the  female  dress,  and  keep  it  all 
their  life.  There  is  some  mystery  about  it,  for  they  never 
marry,  and  glory  in  debasing  themselves  to  do  all  that  is 
d(»ne  by  women;  yet  they  go  to  war,  though  allowed  to  use 
only  a  club,  and  not  the  bow  and  arrow,  the  peculiar  arm 
of  men;  they  are  present  at  all  the  juggleries  and  solemn 
dances  in  honoi'  of  the  calumet:  they  are  permitted  to  sing, 
but  not  to  dance ;  they  attend  the  councils,  and  nothing 
can  be  decided  without  their  advice;  finally,  by  the  pro- 
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tVssion   of   ;iii    rxl  r.ioidiiiafv    life,    llicy    pass    \'n\-   inaiiitoiis 
[that  is,  for  ^cnii),  or  jx'r.sojis  of  coiiscmhiciicc. 

It  noAv  only  remains  for  me  to  si)eak  of  tiie  ealumet,  than 
which  there  is  nothinu'  amonu'  lliem  iiioi'e  mysterious  or 
more  esteemed.  Men  do  nol  ])ay  lo  the  ciowns  and  sceptres 
of  kings  the  hoiK  r  they  pay  to  it  ;  it  seems  to  he  the  god  of 
peace  and  war,  the  arbiter  of  iife  and  death.  Cai-iy  it 
about  you  and  show  it.  and  you  can  maivh  fearlessly  amid 
enemies,  who  even  in  the  heat  of  battle  lay  down  their 
arms  wlien  it  is  shown.  Ilenee  the  llinois  gave  me  one, 
to  serve  as  my  safeguard  ainid  all  the  nations  that  I  liad 
to  pass  on  my  voj^age.  There  is  a  calumet  for  jieaee.  and 
t)ne  for  war,  distinguished  only  by  the  coloi-  of  the  feathers 
with  which  they  are  adorned,  red  being  the  sign  of  wai-. 
They  use  them  also  for  settling  disputes,  strengthening  al- 
liances, and  speaking  to  strangers.  It  is  made  of  a  pol- 
ished red  stone,  like  marble,  so  pierced  that  one  end  serves 
to  hold  the  tobacco,  while  the  other  is  fastened  on  the 
stem,  which  is  a  stick  two  feet  long,  as  thick  as  a  common 
cane,  and  pierced  in  the  middle;  it  is  ornamenttnl  with  the 
head  and  neck  of  different  birds  of  beautiful  ])lumage; 
they  also  add  large  feathers  of  red,  gi-een,  and  other  col- 
ors, with  which  it  is  all  covered.  They  esteem  it  particu- 
larly because  they  regard  it  as  the  calumet  of  the  sun; 
and,  in  fact,  they  present  it  to  him  to  smoke  when  they 
wish  to  obtain  calm,  or  rain,  or  fair  weather.  They  scruple 
to  bathe  at  the  beginning  of  sunnner.  or  to  eat  new  fruits, 
till   they  have  danced   it.     They  do  it  thus: 

The  calumet  dance,  which  is  very  famous  among  these 
Indians,  is  i)erformed  only  for  important  matt(M's.  some- 
times to  strengthen  a  ])eace  oi'  to  assemble  for  some  ureat 
war;  at  other  times  for  a  public  rejoicing;  sometimes  they 
do  this  honor  to  a  nation  who  is  invited  to  be  present; 
sometimes  they  use  it  to  receive  some  important  person- 


2S  ll.LINOIS    HISTORICAL    COLLECTIONS 

a,L>c.  iis  if  tlicy  wish. m I  to  uive  liiiii  the  cnti'rlainiiiL'iil  ol'  a 
hall  <)!•  coiiicdy.  hi  winter  the  ceremony  is  performed  in 
a  cnhiii.  ill  siiniiiici-  in  the  open  fields.  They  select  a  place^ 
suri-(»iiii(l('(l  willi  1i('('s,  so  as  to  ])e  sheltered  beneath  their 
folia.iie  aji'ainsl  tiic  heat  of  the  sun.  In  tlic  middle  of  the 
space  they  si)read  out  a  larye  party-colored  mat  of  rushes; 
this  serves  as  a  carpet,  on  which  to  place  with  honor  the 
go(]  of  the  one  who  fiives  the  dance:  foi-  every  one  has  his 
own  yod,  or  manitou  as  lliey  call  i1.  which  is  a  snake,  a 
bird,  or  somdliinu-  of  the  kind,  whii-h  1hc\-  have  dreamed 
in  their  sleep,  and  in  Avhich  Ihcy  put  nil  their  trust  for 
the  success  of  their  wars,  iishiny'.  and  hunts.  Near  this 
nuinitou  and  at  its  ri>>ht,  they  put  the  calumet  in  honor  of 
which  the  feast  is  (iiven.  making  around  about  it  a  kind 
of  ti'ophy.  spreading  there  the  arms  used  by  tlie  warriors 
of  these  tril)es,  namely,  the  war-club.  bow.  hatchet,  quiver, 
anfl  ai'i'ows. 

Things  beinp:  thus  arranged,  and  the  hour  for  dancing 
having  arrived,  those  who  are  to  sing  take  the  most  honor- 
able place  under  the  foliage.  They  are  the  men  and  the 
women  who  have  the  finest  voices,  and  who  accord  per- 
fectly. The  spectators  then  come  and  take  their  places 
around  under  the  branches;  but  each  one  on  arriving  must 
salute  the  manitou,  which  he  does  by  inhaling  the  smoke 
and  then  puffing  it  from  his  mouth  iipon  it,  as  if  offering 
inctmse.  Each  one  goes  first  and  takes  the  calumet  re- 
spectfully, and  supporting  it  with  both  bands,  makes  it 
dance  in  cadence,  suiting  himself  to  the  air  of  the  song;  he 
makes  it  go  through  various  figures,  sometimes  showing  it 
to  the  whole  assembly  by  turning  i1   from  side  to  side. 

.\f1ei'  this,  he  who  is  to  l)egiii  the  danc(>  appears  in  the 
midst  of  the  assend)ly,  and  goes  first;  sometimes  he  pre- 
sents it  to  the  sun,  as  if  he  wished  it  to  smoke;  sometimes 
lie  inclines  it  to  the  earth:  and  at  olliei-  times  he  spreads 
its  \\ings  as  if  foi*  it  to  fiy :  at  other  times,  he  approaches 
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it  to  the  mouths  of  tlie  spectators  for  them  to  smoke,  tlie 
whole  in  ejuhniee.     Tliis  is  the  first  scene  of  tlie  hallet. 

The  second  consists  in  a  comhat,  to  (he  sdiiiid  n\'  a  kind 
of  drum,  which  succeeds  llie  sonji's,  or  rather  joins  llicm, 
harmonizinii'  quite  well.  The  dancer  b(^ekons  to  some  l)i-ave 
to  come  and  take  the  arms  on  llic  mal.  and  challeiiues  him 
to  fiyht  to  the  sound  of  the  dniiiis:  the  olhci'  ai)|)roaeli('s, 
takes  his  Ixtw  and  arrow,  and  licLiiiis  a  duel  a.uainst  the 
dancer  who  has  no  dd'ciicc  hut  the  caluiiicl.  This  spectacle 
is  v(M'y  pleasing',  esi)eciall\-  as  it  is  alwas's  done  in  time, 
for  (me  attacks,  the  other  defentls;  one  strikes,  the  other 
parries ;  one  flies,  the  other  pursues ;  then  he  who  fled 
faces  and  puts  his  enemy  to  flight.  This  is  all  done  so 
well  with  measured  steps,  and  the  reii'ular  sound  of  voices 
and  drums,  that  it  might  pass  for  a  very  j)retty  opening  of 
a  hallet  in  France. 

The  third  scene  consists  of  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
holder  of  the  calumet,  for  the  combat  being  ended  without 
bloodshed,  he  relates  the  battles  he  was  in,  the  victories  he 
has  gained:  he  names  the  nations,  the  places,  tli(^  captives 
he  has  taken,  and  as  a  reward,  he  who  presides  at  the  dance 
presents  him  with  a  beautiful  beaver  robe,  or  something 
else,  which  he  receives,  and  then  he  presents  the  calumet 
to  another,  who  hands  it  to  a  third,  and  so  to  all  the  rest, 
till  all  having  done  their  duty,  the  presiding  chief  pre- 
sents the  calumet  itself  to  the  nation  invited  to  this  cere- 
mony in  token  of  the  eternal  peace  which  sliall  reign  be- 
tween the  two  tribes.     ***** 

\Ye  take  leave  of  oui"  Ilinois  about  the  end  of  diiiir.  at 
three  o'clock  in  th(^  aflei-noon.  and  embark  in  siuht  of  ad 
the  tribe,  who  admire  oiii'  little  canoes,  having  nevei-  seen 
the  like. 

We  descend,  following  the  course  of  the  i'iv(M'.  towai'd 
another  called    Pekitanoui,    [the  ^Missouri]    which   empties 
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into  tliL-  Missisi])i,  coining  from  the  northwest,  of  which 
I  have  something  considerable  to  say,  after  I  have  related 
what  I  have  remarked  of  this  river. 

Passing  by  some  jn-etly  liigh  rocks  wbicli  line  the  river, 
I  perceived  a  plant  which  seemed  to  me  very  remarkable. 
Its  root  is  like  small  turnips  linked  together  by  little  fibres, 
which  had  the  taste  of  carrots.  From  this  root  springs  a 
leaf  as  wide  as  the  hand,  half  of  a  finger  thick  with  spots 
in  the  middle;  from  this  leaf  spring  other  leaves  like  the 
sockets  of  chandeliers  in  our  salons.  Each  leaf  bears  five 
or  six  bell-shaped  yellow  flowers.  We  found  abundance  of 
mulberries,  as  lai'ge  as  the  French,  and  a  small  fruit  which 
we  took  at  first  for  olives,  but  it  had  the  taste  of  an  orange, 
and  another  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg;  we  broke  it  in  half 
and  found  two  separations,  in  each  of  which  were  encased 
eight  or  ten  seed  shaped  like  an  almond,  which  are  quite 
good  when  ripe.  The  tree  which  bears  them,  has,  however, 
a  \evy  bad  smell,  and  its  leaf  resembles  that  of  the  walnut. 
There  are  also,  in  the  prairies,  fruit  resembling  our  fil- 
berts, but  more  tender;  the  leaves  are  larger,  and  spring 
from  a  stalk  crowned  at  the  top  with  a  head  like  a  sun- 
fiowe)-,  in  which  all  these  nuts  are  neatly  arranged;  they  are 
very  good  cooked  or  raw. 

As  we  coasted  along  recks  [near  Alton],  frightful  for 
their  height  and  length,  we  saw  two  monsters  painted  on 
one  of  these  rocks,  which  startled  us  at  first,  and  on  which 
the  boldest  Indian  dare  not  gaze  long.  They  are  as  large 
as  a  calf,  with  horns  on  the  head  like  a  deer,  a  fearful  look, 
red  eyes,  liearded  like  a  tiger,  the  face  somewhat  like  a 
man's,  the  body  covered  with  scales,  and  the  tail  so  long 
that  it  twice  makes  the  turn  of  the  body,  passing  over  the 
head  and  down  ])etween  the  legs,  and  ending  at  last  in  a 
fislrs  tail.  Green,  red.  and  a  kind  of  black,  are  the  colors 
•employed.     On  the  whole,  these  two  monsters  are  so  well 
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painted,  that  we  could  not  believe  any  Indian  to  hav(>  ])een 
the  desiuner,  as  good  painters  in  Fi'anee  would  liiid  il  hard 
to  do  as  well;  l)esides  this,  tliey  are  so  hiijli  uixui  tlic  i-ock 
that  it  is  hard  to  L;ct  conveniently  at  theui  to  paint  Ihciii. 
Tliis  is  pretty  nearly  ;he  figure  of  these  monsters,  as  I 
drew   it  off. 

As  we  wei'(>  discoursing  of  them,  sailing  gently  down 
a  beautiful,  still,  clear  water,  we  h(>ard  the  noise  of  a  rapid 
into  whicli  we  were  about  to  fall.  1  liave  seen  nothing 
more  frightful;  a  mass  of  large  trees,  entire,  with  branches, 
real  floating  islands,  eauie  I'ushing  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Pekitanoui,  so  im[)etuously.  that  we  could  not.  with- 
out great  danger,  expose  ourselvi^s  to  pass  across.  The 
agitation  was  so  great  that  the  water  was  all  iiiud(l\'  and 
could  not  get  clear. 

Pekitanoui  is  a  considiM'able  river  which  coming  from 
very  far  in  the  northwest,  empties  into  the  ^lissisipi. 
Many  Indian  towns  are  ranged  along  this  river,  and  I  hope, 
hy  its  means,  to  make  the  discovery  of  the  Red,  or  Cali- 
fornia sea. 

We  judged  by  the  direction  the  Missisipi  takes,  that  if 
it  keeps  on  the  same  course  it  has  its  mouth  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico :  it  would  be  very  advantageous  to  find  that  which 
leads  to  the  South  sea,  toward  California  and  this,  as  I 
said,  I  hope  to  find  by  Pekitanoui,  following  the  account 
which  the  Indians  have  given  me ;  for  from  them  I  learn  that 
advancing  up  this  river  for  five  or  six  days,  you  come  to 
a  beautiful  prairie  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  long,  which 
you  must  cross  to  the  northwest.  It  terminates  at  another 
little  river  on  which  you  can  embark,  it  not  being  ditficult 
to  transport  canoes  over  so  beautiful  a  country  as  that 
prairie.  This  second  river  runs  soutliwest  for  ten  or  fifteen 
leagues,  after  whicli  il  enters  a  small  lake,  which  is  the 
source  of  another  dee])   i-ivei-,   i-uiuiing  1o  th(»  west,  where 
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it  ('iiipties  into  tlie  sea.  I  have  hardly  auy  doubt  that  this 
is  tlie  Red  sea,  and  I  do  not  despair  of  one  day  making  the 
discovery,  if  God  does  me  this  favor  and  grants  me  health, 
ill  tirdcr  to  he  able  to  publish  the  gospel  tn  all  the  nations 
of  this  new  woi'Id  who  have  so  long  boon  plunged  in  heathen 
darkness. 

Let  us  resume  our  route  after  having  eseaixMl  as  best 
we  could,  the  dangerous  rapid  caused  ])y  the  obstacle  of 
which  I  have  spoken. 


Section'  VTI. 

187:1— New  Countries  Discovered  by  the  Father— Vari- 
ous Particulars— Meeting  With  Some  Indians- 
First  Tidings  of  the  Sea  and  of  Europeans— Great 
Danger  Avoided  by  the  Calumet. 

FTER  having  made  about  twenty  leagues  due  south,^ 
and  a  little  less  to  the  southeast,  we  came  to  a  river 
called  Ouaboukigou  [AVabash,  as  the  Ohio  was  early 
called  I ,  the  mouth  of  which  is  at  36  degrees  north.  Before 
we  arrived  thei-e,  we  passed  by  a  place  dreaded  by  the 
Indians,  because  they  think  that  there  is  a  manitou  there, 
that  is,  a  demon  who  devours  all  who  ])ass,  and  of  this  it 
was,  that  they  hatl  spoken,  when  they  wished  to  deter  us 
from  our  enterprise.  The  devil  is  this  |  rapids  above  Cairo] 
—  a  siiiiill  i);iy,  full  of  rocks,  some  twenty  feet  liiiili.  where 
the  whole  eurreut  of  the  river  is  whirled:  hurled  back 
against  that  which  follows,  and  checked  by  a  neiLihbcn-ing 
island,  tlie  mass  of  water  is  forced  Ihrough  a  naiTow  elian- 
nel :  all  this  is  not  done  without  a  fui-ious  combat  of  the 
waters  tumbling  over  each  otluM",  nor  withcnit  a  great  roar- 
ing, which  strikes  terror  into  Indians  who  fear  everything. 
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It  (lid  not  ])!H'Vfiit  ouf  i)as.sini:  and  reachiii<i'  Oal).ski^(). 
'I'liis  river  coiiu's  from  tlie  country  on  the  east,  inhabited  by 
the  peoi)le  called  Chaouanons,  in  such  numbers  that  they 
reckon  as  many  as  twenty-three  villa<4'es  in  one  district, 
and  fifteen  in  another,  lying  quite  near  each  other;  they  ai'(? 
l)y  no  nutans  warlike,  and  are  the  people  the  Inxjuois 
i;(i  far  to  seel\  in  order  to  wage  an  unpi'ovoked  war  upon 
them:  and.  as  these  poor  people  can  not  defend  them- 
selves, they  allow  themselves  to  be  taken  and  eariMed  oft' 
like  sheep,  and  innocent  as  they  are,  do  not  fail  to  experi- 
ence, at  times,  the  barbarity  of  the  Irocpiois,  who  burn 
them  cruelly. 

A  little  above,  [below?],  this  river  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken,  are  cliffs  where  our  men  perceived  an  iron  mine, 
which  they  deemed  very  rich ;  there  are  many  veins,  and  a 
bed  a  foot  thick.  Large  masses  are  found  combined  with 
pebbles.  There  is  also  there  a  kind  of  unctous  earth  of 
three  colors,  purple,  violet,  and  red,  the  water  in  which 
it  is  washed  becomes  blood-red.  There  is  also  a  very  heavy, 
red  sand :  I  put  some  on  a  paddle,  and  it  took  the  color  so^ 
well,  that  the  water  did  not  efface  it  for  fifteen  days  that 
I  used  it  in  rowing. 

Here  we  began  to  see  canoes,  and  lai-ge  reeds  [cane 
brakes]  on  the  banks  of  the  river;  they  ai-e  of  a  very  beau- 
tiful green  ;  all  the  knots  are  crowned  with  long,  narrow, 
pointed  leaves;  they  are  very  high,  and  so  thick-set,  that 
the  wild  cattle  find  it  difficult  to  make  their  way  through 
til  em. 

Up  to  the  present  time  we  had  not  been  troubled  by 
n^isquitoes,  but  we  now,  as  it  were,  entered  their  country, 
i^et  me  tell  you  what  the  Indians  of  these  parts  do  to  de- 
fend themselves  against  them.  They  raise  a  scaffolding, 
the  floor  of  which  is  made  of  simple  poles,  and  conse- 
quently a  mere  grate-work  to  give  passage  to  the  smoke  of 
-3 
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{I  fire  wliich  they  build  beneath.  This  drives  off  the  little 
iiuiiiials,  as  they  can  not  bear  it.  The  Indians  sleep  on  the 
poles,  having  pieces  of  bark  stretched  above  them  to  keep 
off  the  rain.  This  scaffolding  shelters  them  too  from  the 
excessive  and  insupportable  heat  of  the  country;  for  they 
lie  in  the  sliade  in  the  lower  story,  and  are  thus  sheltered 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  enjoy  the  cool  air  which  passes 
freely  through  the  scaffold. 

With  the  same  view  we  were  obliged  to  make  on  the 
waier  a  kind  of  a  cabin  with  our  sails,  to  shelter  ourselves 
from  the  mus(iuitoes  and  the  sun.  While  thus  borne  on  at 
the  will  of  the  current,  we  perceived  on  the  shore  Indians 
armed  with  guns,  with  which  they  awaited  us.  I  first 
presented  my  feathered  calumet,  while  my  comrades  stood 
to  arms,  ready  to  fire  on  the  first  volley  of  the  Indians. 
I  hailed  them  in  Huron,  but  they  answered  me  by  a  word 
which  seemed  to  us  a  declaration  of  war.  They  were, 
liowever,  as  much  frightened  as  ourselves,  and  what  we 
took  for  a  signal  of  war,  was  an  invitation  to  come  near, 
that  they  might  give  us  food;  we  accordingly  landed  and 
entered  their  cabins,  where  they  presented  us  wild-beef 
and  bear's  oil  with  white  plums,  which  are  excellent.  They 
have  guns,  axes,  hoes,  knives,  beads,  and  double  glass  bot- 
tles in  which  they  keep  the  powder.  They  wear  their  hair 
long  and  mark  their  bodies  in  the  Iroquois  fashion;  the 
head-dress  and  clothing  of  their  women  were  like  those 
<  f  the  Huron  squaws. 

They  assured  us  that  it  was  not  more  than  ten  days' 
journey  to  the  sea ;  that  they  bought  stuffs  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  Europeans  on  the  eastern  side;  that  these  Euro- 
peans had  rosaries  and  pictures ;  that  they  played  on  instru- 
ments; that  some  were  like  me,  who  received  them  well.  I 
<lid  not,  however,  see  any  one  who  seemed  to  have  received 
any  instruction  in  the  faith;  such  as  I  could,  I  gave  them 
^\itll  some   medals. 
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This  news  roused  our  courage  and  made  us  take  up  our 
l)addles  with  renewed  ardor.  We  advanced  then,  and  now 
begin  to  see  less  pi-airic  laud,  because  both  sides  of  the  river 
are  lined  with  lofty  woods.  The  cotton-wood,  elm  and 
white-wood,  are  of  admii'able  height  and  size.  The  num- 
bers of  wild  cattle  we  licai'd  bellowing,  made  us  believe 
the  pi-airies  neai'.  AVe  also  saw  (piails  on  the  water's  edge, 
and  killed  a  little  parrot  with  half  the  head  red,  the  rest, 
with  the  neck,  yellow,  and  the  body  green.  We  had  now 
descended  to  near  33  degrees  north,  having  almost  always 
gone  south,  when  on  the  water's  edge  we  perceived  a  vil- 
lage called  Mitchigamea.  We  had  recourse  to  our  pa- 
troness and  guide,  the  Blessed  Virgin  Immaculate;  and, 
indeed,  we  needed  her  aid,  for  we  heard  from  afar  the  In- 
dians exciting  one  another  to  the  combat  by  continual  yells. 
They  were  armed  with  bows,  arrows,  axes,  war-clubs,  and 
bucklers,  and  prepared  to  attack  us  by  land  and  water; 
some  embarked  in  large  wooden  canoes,  a  part  to  ascend, 
the  rest  to  descend,  the  river,  so  as  to  cut  otf  our  way,  and 
surround  us  completely.  Those  on  shore  kept  going  and 
coming,  as  if  about  to  begin  the  attack.  In  fact,  some 
young  men  sprang  into  the  water  to  come  and  seize  my 
canoe,  but  the  current  having  compelled  them  to  return  to 
the  shore,  one  of  them  threw  his  war-club  at  us,  but  it 
passed  over  our  heads  without  doing  us  any  hai-iii.  In 
vain  I  showed  the  calumet,  and  made  gestures  to  explain 
that  we  had  not  come  as  enemies.  The  alarm  eontiinied, 
and  they  were  about  to  pierce  us  from  all  sides  with  their 
arrows,  when  Cod  suddenly  touched  the  hearts  of  the  old 
men  on  the  water-sid(\  doubtless  at  the  sight  of  our  calu- 
met, which  at  a  distance  they  had  not  distinctly  recog- 
nized, but  as  I  showed  it  continually,  they  were  touched, 
restrained  the  ardor  of  their  youth,  and  two  of  the  chiefs 
having  thrown  their  bows  and  quivers  into  our  canoe,  and 
as  it  were  at  our  feet,  entered  and  brought  us  to  the  shore, 
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where  we  disembarked,  not  without  fear  on  our  part.  We 
had  at  first  to  speak  by  signs,  for  not  one  understood  a 
woj'd  dl"  llic  six  languages  I  knew;  at  last  an  old  man  was 
i'ouiid   wild  siHikc  ;i   little   Iliiiois. 

We  showed  by  our  presents,  tluit  we  were  going  to  the  sea; 
they  perfectly  understood  our  meaning,  but  I  know  not 
whether  they  understood  what  1  told  them  of  God.  and  the 
things  which  concerned  their  salvation.  It  is  a  seed  cast 
in  the  earth  Avhieh  will  bear  its  fruit  in  season.  We  got 
no  answer,  except  that  we  would  learn  all  we  desired  at 
another  great  village  called  Akamsea,  only  eight  or  ten 
leagues  farther  down  the  river.  They  presented  us  with 
sagamity  and  fish,  and  we  spent  the  night  among  them, 
not,  howevei",  without  some  uneasiness. 


Section  VIII. 


1673— Reception  Given  to  the  French  in  the  Last  of 
THE  Towns  Which  They  Saw— ^Manners  and  Cus- 
toms OF  These  Savages— Reasons  for  Xot  Going 
Further. 

E  embarked  next  morning  with  our  interpreter,  pre- 
ceded by  ten  Indians  in  a  canoe.  Having  arrived 
about  half  a  league  from  Akamsea  [Arkansas],  we 
saw  two  canoes  coming  towai'd  us.  The  eonunander  was 
standing  up  holding  in  his  hand  the  calumet,  with  which 
he  made  signs  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country ; 
he  approached  us,  singing  quite  agTceably,  and  invited  us 
to  smoke,  after  which  he  presented  us  some  sagamity  and 
bread  made  of  Indian  corn,  of  which  we  ate  a  little.  He 
now  took  the  lead,  making  us  signs  to  follow  slowly.  Mean- 
while they  had  prepared  us  a  place  under  the  war-chiefs' 
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scatl'olil ;  it  was  neat  and  carpeted  with  liiic  iiisli  mats,  (in 
which  they  made  us  sit  down,  havinu'  around  us  innnediate- 
ly  the  sachems,  then  the  l)i'aves,  and  last  (d'  ail.  the  people 
in  crowds.  We  foftunatel\'  found  aiiion<^  them  a  young 
man  who  undnstood  Iliiiois  much  liettei-  tiian  tlie  inter- 
preter wliom  we  liad  l)i'ou^ht  t'i'om  Mitchi^'amea.  By 
means  of  liini  I  first  spoke  to  the  assembly  l)y  the  ordinary 
presents:  tliey  admired  what  1  tohl  them  of  CJod.  and  the 
mysteries  of  oui-  holy  faitli.  and  showed  a  f^i-eat  desire  to 
keep  mi^  Avith  tliem  to  instruct  them. 

AVe  then  asked  them  what  tliey  knew  of  the  sea;  they 
replied  that  we  were  oijJ^'S'  ten  days'  .joui'uey  from  it  [we 
cduhl  have  nuuh'  this  distance  in  tiv(^  days]  -.  that  they  did 
not  know  the  luitions  who  inhabited  it,  l)ecause  their  enemies 
prevented  their  conimeree  with  these  Eur(j^ieans;  that  the 
hatchets,  knives,  and  beads,  which  we  saw,  were  sold  them, 
pai'tly  by  the  nations  to  the  east,  and  partly  by  an  Ilinois 
town  four  da.vs'  .ionrney  to  the  west:  that  the  Indians 
with  fire-arms  whom  we  had  met,  were  theii-  enemies  who 
cut  oft'  their  passag'e  to  the  sea,  and  prevented  their  mak- 
inj^  the  aeipiaintance  of  the  Europeans,  or  luivinu'  any  com- 
merce Avith  them:  that,  besides,  we  should  expose  ourselves 
greatly  by  passing  on.  in  consequence  of  the  continual  war- 
parties  that  tlieir  enemies  sent  out  on  th(^  river,  since  being 
armed  and  used  to  war,  we  could  not,  without  evident 
danger,  advance  on  that  I'iver  which  th(\v  constantly 
occupy. 

Dui'ing  this  converse,  they  kept  continually  bi'inging  us 
in  wooden  dishes  of  sagaiuity,  Indian  corn  whole,  or  pieces 
of  dog-flesh:  the  whole  day  was  spent  in  feasting. 

These  Indians  are  very  courteous  and  liberal  of  what 
they  have,  hut  they  are  very  poorly  off  for  food,  not  daring 
to  go  and  hunt  the  wild-cattle,  for  fi^ar  of  their  enemies. 
It  is  tru(\  they  have  Indian  coi'u  in  al)undanee,  which  they 
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SOW  at  all  seasons;  we  saw  some  ripe;  more  just  sprouting, 
and  more  just  in  the  ear,  so  that  they  sow  three  crops  a 
year.  They  cook  it  in  large  earthen  pots,  which  are  very 
well  made;  they  have  also  plates  of  baked  earth,  which 
they  employ  for  various  purposes.  The  men  go  naked,  and 
wear  their  hair  short;  they  have  the  nose  and  ears  pierced, 
and  beads  hanging  from  them.  The  women  are  dressed  in 
wretched  skins;  they  braid  their  hair  in  two  plaits,  which 
falls  behind  their  ears ;  they  have  no  ornaments  to  decorate 
their  persons.  Their  banquets  are  without  any  ceremonies ; 
they  serve  their  meats  in  large  dishes,  and  every  one  eats 
as  much  as  he  pleases,  and  they  give  the  rest  to  one  an- 
other. Their  language  is  extremely  difficult,  and  with  all 
my  efforts,  I  could  not  succeed  in  pronouncing  some  words. 
Their  cabins,  which  are  long  and  wide,  are  made  of  bark ; 
they  sleep  at  the  two  extremities,  which  are  raised  about 
two  feet  from  the  ground.  They  keep  their  corn  in  large 
baskets,  made  of  cane,  or  in  gourds,  as  large  as  half  bar- 
rels. They  do  not  know  what  a  beaver  is;  their  riches 
consisting  in  tlie  hides  of  wild  cattle.  They  never  see 
snow,  and  know  the  winter  only  by  the  rain  which  falls 
oftener  than  in  summer.  AVe  eat  no  fruit  there  but  water- 
melons; if  they  knew  how  to  cultivate  their  ground,  they 
might  have  plenty  of  all  kinds. 

In  the  evening  the  sachems  held  a  secret  council  on  the 
design  of  some  to  kill  us  for  plunder,  but  the  chief  broke 
up  all  these  schemes,  and  sending  for  us,  danced  the  calu- 
met in  our  presence,  in  the  manner  I  have  described  above, 
as  a  mark  of  perfect  assurance ;  and  then,  to  remove  all 
fears,  presented  it  to  me. 

M.  Jollyet  and  I  held  another  council  to  deliberate  on 
what  we  should  do,  whether  we  should  push  on,  or  rest 
satisfied  with  the  discovery  that  we  had  made.  After 
having  attentively  considered  that  we  were  not  far  from 
the  (iulf  (if  AFexico.  the  basin  of  which  is  31  degrees,  40 
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iiiiiiutt's  iiortli,  atitl  wo  at  33  (Ic^tccs  40  miiiuh's,  so 
that  we  couKl  not  he  iiiofc  Ihaii  two  or  three  days'  jouruey 
off:  that  the  Missisipi  uiuk)uh1('(lly  liad  its  mouth  in 
Florida  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  ii(»t  on  tiie  east,  in 
Vii'uinia.  whose  seaeoast  is  at  34  degrees  north,  wlii(di  we 
had  passed,  williout  liavinp:  as  yet  reached  the  sea,  nor 
on  tlie  western  side  ni  California,  because  that  would  re- 
quire a  west,  or  west-southwest  course,  and  we  had  always 
been  going  south.  We  considered,  moreover,  that  we  risked 
losing  the  fruit  of  this  voyage,  of  which  we  could  give  no 
information,  if  Ave  should  throw  ourselves  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards,  Avho  would  undoubtedly,  at  least,  hold 
us  as  prisoners.  Besides,  it  was  clear,  that  we  we^'e  not  in 
a  condition  to  resist  Indians  allied  to  Europeans,  numer- 
ous and  expert  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  who  continually 
infested  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Lastly,  we  had  gath- 
ered all  the  information  that  could  be  desired  from  the 
expedition.  All  these  I'easons  induced  us  to  resolve  to  re- 
turn;  this  we  announced  to  the  Indians,  and  after  a  day's 
rest,  prepared  for  it. 


Section  IX, 


1673— Return  of  the  Father,  and  the  Baptism   of  a 
Dying  Child. 

FTER  a  month's  navigation  down  the  Alissisipi, 
from  the  42d  to  below  the  34th  degree,  and  after 
having  published  the  gospel  as  well  as  I  could  to  the 
nations  I  had  met,  we  left  the  village  of  Akamsea  on  the 
17th  of  July,  to  retrace  our  steps.  We  accordingly  as- 
cended the  Missisii)i,  which  gave  us  great  troulilc  to 
stem  its  currents.  We  left  it  indeed,  about  the  28th  degree, 
to  enter  another  river,   [the  Illinois],  whieh  greatly  short- 
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ened  (Uir  way,  and  brcmglit  u.s,  with  little  trouble,  to  the 
lake  of  the  Ilinois  |as  Lake  Micliigan  was  early  called]. 

We  had  seen  nothing  like  this  river  for  the  fertility  of 
the  land,  its  prairies,  woods,  wild  cattle,  stag,  deer,  wild- 
eats,  bustards,  swans,  ducks,  parrots,  and  even  beaver;  its 
many  little  lakes  and  rivers.  That  on  which  we  sailed,  is 
broati,  deep,  and  gentle  for  sixty-five  leagues.  During  the 
spring  and  part  of  the  summer,  the  only  portage  is  half 
a  league. 

We  louiul  there  an  Ilinois  town  [a  few  inih^s  below  Ot- 
tawa, ill.  I,  called  Kaskaskia,  composed  of  seventy-four 
cabins ;  they  received  us  well,  and  compelled  me  to  promise 
to  return  and  instruct  them.  One  of  the  chiefs  of  this 
tribe,  with  his  young  men,  escorted  us  to  the  Ilinois  lake, 
whence  at  last  we  returned  in  the  close  of  September  to 
the  bay  of  Fetid,  whence  we  had  set  out  in  the  beginning 
of  June. 

Had  all  this  voyage  caused  but  the  salvation  of  a  single 
soul,  I  should  deem  all  my  fatigue  well  repaid,  and  this  I 
have  reason  to  think,  for,  when  I  was  returning,  I  passed 
by  the  Indians  of  Peoria.  I  was  three  days  announcing 
the  faith  in  all  their  cabins,  after  which,  as  we  were  em- 
barking, they  brought  me  on  the  water's  edge  a  dying 
child,  which  I  baptized  a  little  before  it  expired,  by  an 
admirable  Providence  for  the  salvation  of  that  innocent 
soul. 
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l(i71-lf)78— French  Plans  op  Conquest. 
La  Salle's  Letters  Patent,  Etc. 

EniTORLM>. 

UK  success  of  the  Prcuch  in  their  ])l;iii  oi'  culuiii/ing 
was  so  great,  and  the  trade  with  the  savages,  ex- 
changing fineries,  guns,  knives,  and  nioi-e  than  all. 
spirituous  liqnors  for  valuahh'  furs,  yielded  such  exorbit- 
ant profits  that  an  impel  us  was  given  to  still  greater  enter- 
prises. They  involved  no  less  than  the  hcimiiing  in  of  the 
British  Colonies  to  the  Atlantic  coast. 

These  purposes  ai'c  Ixihlly  avowcil  iu  a  Icttci-  of  M. 
Talon,  the  King's  mtci'prising  Intcndaut  at  Quebec,  in 
1671,  to  the  great  Colbert  at  Pai-is.  The  letter  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Says  Talon:  "I  am  no  Courtier,  and  assert,  not  through 
a  mere  desire  to  please  the  King,  nor  without  just  reason, 
that  this  portion  of  the  French  Monarchy  will  become 
something  grand.'  'What  I  discover  around  me  causes 
me  to  foresee  this,  and  tli(  se  colonies  of  various  nations  so 
long  settled  on  the  seaboard  already  tremble  with  affright 
in  view  of  what  his  IMajesty  has  accomplished  here  in  the 
interior  within  seven  years.  ^Nleasures  adopted  to  con- 
fine them  within  narrow  limits  by  taking  possession,  which 
I  have  cansed  to  be  effected  do  not  allow  them  to  spread, 
without  subjecting  themselves  at  the  same  time  to  be 
treated  as  usurpers  and  to  have  war  waged  against  them, 
and  this  truth  is  what  bv  all  theii-  acts  thev  seem  to  srreatlv 
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fcai-.  'I'ht'V  already  know  that  your  naiiio  is  spread 
ahroad  among  the  savages  throughout  all  those  countries 
and  that  he  alone  is  there  regarded  by  them,  [the  savages], 
as  the  arbitrator  of  peax;e  and  war.  All  detach  them- 
selves insensibly  from  other  Europeans  and  excepting  the 
Iroquois,  of  whom  I  am  not  as  yet  assured,  we  may  safely 
I)roinise  ourselves  to  make  the  others  take  up  arms  whcn- 
('V(M'  wo  please."* 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Editor  here  to  detail  the 
eaiiiei-  life  of  Robert  Cavalier,  later  ennobled  as  the  Sieur 
(le  la  Salle.  It  is- sufficient  to  refer  only  to  so  much  of  it 
as  relates  to  the  Xorthwest.  to  Illinois  and  the  ^Mississippi 
Valley. 

The  French  had  a  decayed  wooden  fort  near  the  present 
City  of  Kingston.  Canada.  It  was  named  Fort  Frontenac 
and  at  the  time  here  referred  to,  it  was  on  the  frontier  of 
Canada.  La  Salle  had  been  put  in  charge  of  it.  It  was 
a  check  against  the  forays  of  the  Iroquois  nation  upon  the 
settled  parts  of  Canada  and  its  Indian  allies.  And  in 
1674  La  Salle  returned  to  France  and  petitioned  the  King 
t'^  grant  him  the  Seigniory  of  Fort  Frontenac,  together 
with  four  leagues  of  country  along  the  border  of  Lake 
Frontenac,  [Lake  Ontario  J,  and  the  adjacent  islands  and 
inlets,  with  the  usual  rights  and  privileges,  that  pei-tained 
to  those  who  held  lands  in  this  country  in  Seigniory. 

[1].  In  consideration  of  this  he  agreed  to  repair  and 
maintain  said  fort  in  a  better  state  of  defense ;  to  have  a 
garrison  there  ecjual  to  that  at  Montreal,  and  as  luany  as 
fifteen  to  twenty  laborers  during  the  first  two  years  to 
clear  and  till  the  land,  to  i)rovide  it,  [the  fort],  with  neces- 
sary artillery,  arms  and  ammunition  so  long  as  he  should 
eoimiiand  tluTc  in  his  ]\Ia,jesty"s  nanu\ 

*  Talon   to  the  Minister.   Quebec,   November  2d,   1671.— H.   W.   B. 
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[2].  To  repay  Count  de  Frontenae,  his  ^Majesty's  Gov- 
ernor and  Tiieulenant  (leiiei-al  in  Canada,  tlie  expense  he 
ineurred  for  the  ('st;il)lishiiu'iit  of  said  fort  aiiiountin'j.'  to 
the  sum  of  twelve  to  thii'teen  thousand  livres  as  pi'oved 
by  the  statements  lliereof  prepared. 

[8].  To  make  iii'aiits  of  hmd  to  all  tliosc  willini;'  to  set- 
tle there  in  the  manner  usual  in  said  eounti'v;  to  allow 
them  the  trade  when  the  settlement  would  be  in  the  condi- 
tion recpiired  by  the  ediets  and  regulations  of  the  Soverign 
Counsel  of  said  country. 

[4|.  To  attract  thither  the  greatest  number  possible 
oT  Indians;  to  grant  them  land  for  villages  and  tillage:  to 
teach  them  ti-ades  and  induce  them  to  lead  lives  more 
conformable  to  ours,  as  the  said  La  Salle  had  bcuiiii  to  do 
with  some  success  when  he  conunanded  there. 

[5].  To  build  a  church  when  there  would  be  one  hun- 
dred persons:  meanwhile  to  entertain  from  this  very  mo- 
ment one  or  two  Recollet  Friars  to  perform  devout  ser- 
vices and  administer  the  sacraments  there. 

[6].  If  his  Majesty  so  accepts  these  proposals  he  is 
very  humbly  supplicated  to  g:rant  to  La  Salle  letters  of 
Nobility,  in  consideration  of  the  voyages  and  discoveries 
which  he  made  in  that  country  at  his  own  expense  during 
the  seven  years  he  has  continually  lived  there,  the  services 
he  rendered  in  the  country,  and  those  he  Avill  continui'  to 
r(>nder:  and  all  other  letters  necessary  to  serve  him  in  the 
possessary  titles  to  said  Seigniory.* 

La  Salle's  petition  was  granted  fully. 

Later  on  La  Salle  replaced  the  wooden  strueturi'  with 
an  enlarged  Fort  made  of  stone. 

La  Salle  again  sailed  for  Paris,  where  he  and  ('(llx'i't 
matured  tlK^r   plan   foi'  La  Salle  to  make   fui'lhei'  discov- 

*  La  Salle"s  petition  for  the  grant  of  Fort  Fi'ontenac— H.   W.   B. 
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eries.  Agreeably  lo  his  jx'lilidii  tlic  King  gi-anted  him  a 
pemiit.  of  ]\Iay  12th.  1678,  "to  find  a  port  for  the  King's 
vessels  in  the  Gulf  of  ^Mexico,  to  discover  the  western 
parts  of  New  France  and  find  a  way  to  penetrate  Mexico." 

Xdtliing  is  said  about  finding  a  passage  to  the  South  Sea, 
or  discovering  where  the  Mississippi  river  empties  its  wa- 
ters. The  exploi-alions  of  Jolliet  and  Mar(|uette  had  settled 
that  geographical  ])r()l)lem  beyond  all  eavil.  La  Salle  was 
further  authorized  to  make  new  discoveries,  construct  forts 
at  such  place;-^  as  he  thought  proper  and  to  enjoy  the  same 
nionop()l\'  in  Uiose  places  as  at  Fort  Frontenac.  All  this 
was  on  condition  that  the  enterprise  should  be  at  his  ex- 
pense, to  be  completed  within  five  years,  and  that  he  should 
not  trade  with  the  savages'  about  the  outlets  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, or  other  nations  who  came  there  to  carry  their  pel- 
tries and  beavers  to  Montreal.  Instead,  he  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  given  the  pri%alege  of  an  exclusive  trade  in 
Cibola  skins.* 

The  above  is  condens'ed  from  La  Salle's  license  of  ]\Iay 
12th,  1678. 

Before  leaving  Fi'ance  the  Prince  de  Conti  introduced 
his  friend,  Henri  de  Tonty  to  La  Salle.  Being  out  of  em- 
ployment Tonty,  at  the  instance  of  the  Prince  entered  the 
services  of  La  Salle,  and  suffered  the  privations  with  hnn 
and  became  an  important  historian  of  his  adventures. 

Ready  and  alert,  patient  and  of  great  courage,  quiet  and 
prudent  he  furthered  all  of  La  Salle's  plans,  followed 
and  defended  him  under  the  most  dangerous  trials  Avith 
an  unselfish  lidelily  i-arcly  luiown. 

With  power  thus  enlarged  La  Salle,  with  Tonty  and 
thirty  men.  among  whom  were  pilots,  sailors,  carpenters 
and  other  mechanies,  with  a  supply  of  material  necessary 

*  Cibola    was    the    Spanish    name   for   the   American    buffalo. 
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fdi-  tho  intended  expedition,  left  France  for  Quebec.  Here 
llie  party  were  joined  by  some  Canadians  and  was  sent 
forward  to  Fort  Frontenae. 

Here  he  met  Ijouis  Hennepin,  a  I^'i'aneisean  l<''riai',  whom 
it  seems  had  been  sent  thitiier  alonu'  with  l"';ithers  (lahriel 
de  la  Ribonrde  and  Zenohins  Meml)i'e.  all  of  llie  same 
relio-ious  order  and  elio.>en  1o  accompany  La  Salle's  expe- 
dition. 

These  Fallieis  wei'c  of  a  religions  order  ol'  Uie  Ikoman 
Catbolie  Cliui'ch.  'IMiey  also  were  known  as  ji,i'ey  fi'iars, 
or  •i'rey  "owns  because  tbeir  robes  were  all  of  tlud.  color. 
They  were  also  known  in  France.  Belgium  and  Holland 
as  Recollets.  Like  the  Jestiit  Fathers  they  were  i)i'()uu- 
neut  iu  the  missionary  work  of  Canada  and  the  ]\lississi])pi ; 
and  theii-  writin<is  foi'm  an  important  i)ai'1  of  their  first 
known  history. 

Father  Hennepin  became  the  historian  of  this  expedi- 
tion of  La  Salle's  as  far  as  the  Editor  here  deems  it  per- 
tinent to  briny  it  ])efore  the  reader  for  the  purpose  of  this 
volume.  Indeed,  we  would  not  know  of  many  of  the  de- 
tails of  La  Salle's  voyage  from  Fort  Frontenae  through 
tlie  lakes,  their  connecting  rivers  or  straits  and  on  the  Illi- 
nois river,  l)ut  for  the  account  Hennepin  has  given. 

Hennepin  wrote  three  volumes,  at  as  m;iny  different 
times,  of  his  voyage.  The  first  was  issued  in  l()H'i  at  Paris: 
the  second  at  Utrecht  by  William  Bi-oedelet  in  1()97 ;  and 
the  third  at  the  same  ])lace  by  Anloine  Sctionleii  in  1698. 
The  same  year  the  two  last  named  volumes  were  trans- 
lated into  English  and  pnblish(Hl  at  London.  The  first 
publication  of  Hennepin  which  is  styled  "  Dcsci'iption  de 
la  Louisiane"  of  1H8.}  remained  in  the  original  Frencli 
for  nearly  two  hundred  yeai's.  when  it  was  translated  into 
English  in  1880  by  the  late  Dr.  John  (iilmary  Shea,  with 
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I'laiiy  irt't-rciiccs  oi'  Fool  notes  by  thai  iiiost  riniiicnt  scholar 
and  Ifanicd  liistdfian. 

\VitlK)Ut  eiitcfin^  upon  tlio  controversy  as  to  the  pla- 
j;iai*isnis  and  falsehoods  in  Ik'nncpin's  later  volumes,  his 
statciii'-nts  in  the  lii'st  arc  regarded  as  substantially  true. 
lie  was  vain,  hxpuu-ious  and  inclined  to  exaggerate,  and 
Avould  often  ]iortray  himself  as  the  principal  in  affairs 
■where  lie  took  only  a  suboi'dinate  part.*  With  this  e.xpla- 
iiatioii   we   ijuote    fi;oin    Hennepin   as  follows: 


ir)7n-l()80— Hennepin's  Narrative  from  His  "La  Louis- 
iane"  op  1683. 

Our  boat  being  in  the  water  out  of  reach  of  insult,  I 
proceeded  to  the  fort  by  Lake  Frontenac,  in  the  little  brig- 
antine  in  order  to  rejoin  our  Recollects  who  resided  there, 
in  order  to  enjoy  spiritual  consolation  with  them,  obtain 
wine  for  the  celebration  of  masses,  and  make  the  Sieur  de 
la  Salle  a  report  of  afifairs,  and  we  proceeded  wdth  him, 
we  three  Recollect  missionaries',  to  Niagara,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month  of  August  in  the  same  year,  1679. 
He  found  his  bark  ready  to  sail,  but  his  people  told  him 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  make  it  ascend  beyond  the 
entrance  of  Lake  Conty,  [Erie]  not  having  been  able  to 
stem  with  sails  the  strong  cui'rent  of  Niagara  river.  We 
embarked   to  the   nuiiiboi-  of  thirty-two  ])ersons.   with  our 

*  For  exami)Ie.  while  at  Upper  Peoria  Lake,  the  Sioux  came  there 
<-lamoring  to  La  Salle  for  traders.  He  put  Michel  Accan  and  another 
trusted  voyager,  in  charge  of  a  canoe  full  of  suitable  goods,  to  go 
down  the  Illinois  and  thence  on,  up  the  Mississipi)i  to  those  savages. 
Hennepin,  sent  along  as  a  missionary,  assumes  that  he  was  the 
principal  in  the  expedition.— The  Editor. 
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two  Recollect  Fathei's  wiio  liad  come  to  join  iiif.  our  people 
having  laid  in  a  good  supply  of  arms,  mcrcliaiidise,  and 
seven  small  iron  cannon. 

At  last,  contrary  to  the  pilot's  opinion,  we  succeeded  in 
ascending  Niagara  river.  He  made  his  bark  advance  by 
sails  when  the  wind  was  strong  enough,  and  he  had  it 
towed  in  the  most  difticult  places,  and  tluis  we  luippily 
reached  the  I'nti'ance  of  Lai<e  Conty. 

\Ve  made  sail  the  7th  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the 
same  year  1679,  steering  west  by  south.  After  the  "Te 
Deiim"  we  fired  all  the  cannon  and  wall  pieces,  in  presence 
of  several  Iroquois  warriors  who  were  bringing  in  pris- 
oners from  the  nations  on  the  prairies,  situated  more  than 
five  hundred  leagues  from  their  country,  and  these  sav- 
ages did  not  neglect  to  give  a  description  of  the  size  of 
our  vessel  to  the  Dutch  of  New  York,  with  whom  the 
Iroquois  carry  on  a  great  trade  in  furs,  which  they  carry 
to  them  in  order  to  obtain  fire  arms  and  goods  to  clothe 
themselves. 

Qui'  voyage  was  so  fortunate  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  tenth  day,  the  feast  of  Saint  Lawrence,  we  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Detroit  [strait]  by  which  Lake  Orleans 
empties  into  Lake  Conty,  and  which  is  one  hundred  leagues 
from  Niagara  river.  .This  strait  is  thirty  leagues  long  and 
almost  everywhere  a  league  wnde,  except  in  the  middle 
where  it  expands  and  forms  a  lake  of  circular  form,  and 
ten  leagues  in  diameter,  which  we  called  Lake  St.  Clare,  on 
account  of  our  passing  through  it,  on  that  Saint's  day. 

The  country  on  both  sides  of  this  beautiful  strait  is 
adorned  with  fine  open  plains,  and  you  can  see  numbers 
of  stags,  does,  deer,  bears,  by  no  means  fierce,  and  very 
good  to  eat,  ponies  d'inde,  and  all  kinds  of  game,  swans 
in  abundaifc*'.  Our  guys  were  loaded  and  decked  with 
several   wild   animals  cut   up,  which  our   Indian   and  our 
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FrciK'hiiuMi  killed.  'I'he  rest  of  the  strait  is  covered  with 
forests,  fi'uit  ti'i-es  like  walnuts,  chestnuts,  ])luni  and  apple 
trees,  wild  vines  loaded  willi  grapes,  of  which  we  made 
some  little  wine.  There  is  timber  fit  for  building.  It  is 
the  i)lace  in  which  deer  most  delight. 

We  found  tile  current  at  the  entrance  of  this  strait  as 
strong  as  llie  tide  is  before  Rouen.  We  ascended  it.  never- 
tlieless,  steering  nortli  and  northeast,  as  far  as  Lake  Or- 
leans. There  is  little  depth  as  you  enter  and  leave  Lake 
St.  Clare,  especially  as  you  leave  it.  The  discharge  from 
Lake  Orleans  divides  at  this  place  into  several  small  chan- 
nels, almost  all  barred  by  sandbanks.  We  were  obliged 
to  sound  them  all.  and  at  last  discovered  a  very  fine  one, 
with  a  depth  of  at  least  two  or  three  fathoms  of  water, 
and  almost  a  league  wide  at  all  points.  Our  bark  was 
detained  here  several  days  by  head  winds,  and  this  difficulty 
having  been  surmounted,  we  encountered  a  still  greater 
one  at  the  entrance  of  Lake  Orleans.  The  north  wind  which 
had  been  bloAving  some  time  rather  violently,  and  which 
drives  the  waters  of  the  three  great  lakes  into  the  strait, 
had  so  increased  the  ordinary  current  there,  that  it  was 
as  furious  as  the  bore  is  before  Caudebec.  We  could  not 
Stem  it  under  sail,  although  we  were  then  aided  by  a  strong 
south  wind:  but  as  the  shore  was  very  fine,  we  landed 
tAvelve  of  our  men  who  towed  it  along  the  beach  for  half 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  the  end  of  which  we  entered  Lake 
Orleans  on  the  23d  of  the  month  of  August,  and  for  tho 
second  time  we  chanted  Te  Deum  in  thanksgiving,  blessing 
(lod,  who  herie  brought  us  in  sight  of  a  great  bay  in  this 
lake,  where  oui-  ancient  Recollects  had  resided  to  instruct 
the  Ilurons  in  the  faith,  in  the  first  landing  of  the  French 
in  Canada,  and  these  Indians  once  very  numerous  have 
been  for  iho  most  pnrt  destroyed  by  the  Irotpiois. 

The  sjiiiie  (l;iy  the  l);n'k  i-an  along  the  east  coast  of  the 
lake,  with  a  fair  wind,  heading  north  by  east,  till  evening 
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vncii  the  wind  li.-iviiii:  sliiftcd  t(i  soul  Invest  with  liivjM  \\n- 
1' lice,  we  lic;i(if(l  northwest,  jiiid  thf  next  day  we  found 
oiu'sclvcs  in  sitiht  (d'  hind.  Inivinu'  crossed  liy  niuhl  ;i  iii'eat 
bay.  caded  Snkinani,  \\lii<di  sets  in,  moi'e  than  tliirty 
leagues. 

On  the  24tli  we  eoidinncd  to  liead  noft Invest  till  evening', 
when  we  wefe  heealmcd  anion^'  some  islands,  where  there 
was  only  a  fathom  and  a  half  or  two  fathoms  of  water.  We 
kept  on  with  the  lowei-  sails  a  ])art  of  the  nio-ht  to  seek  an 
anehoi"a<:e.  l)ut  Hndinu'  none  where  there  was  a  g'ood  bot- 
tom, and  the  wind  bes>inning"  to  blow  from  the  west,  we 
headed  north,  so  as  to  gain  deep  water  and  wait  for  day, 
and  we  spent  the  night  in  sounding  before  the  hai-k,  be- 
cause we  had  noticed  that  oui-  pilot  was  very  negligent,, 
and  we  continued  to  watch  in  this  way  during  the  rest  of 
the  voyage. 

On  the  25th  the  calm  continued  till  noon,  and  we  pur- 
sued our  course  to  the  northwest,  favored  by  a  good  south- 
erly wiml,  Avhich  soon  changed  to  southwest.  At  mid- 
night we  were  compelled  to  head  north  on  account  of  a 
great  Point  Avhich  jutted  out  into  the  lake-,  but  we  had 
scarcely  doubled  it,  when  we  were  surprised  by  a  furious 
gale,  which  forced  us  to  ply  to  windwai'd  with  mainsail 
and  foresail,  then  to  lie  to,  till  daylight. 

On  the  26th  the  violence  of  the  wind  obliged  us  to  lower 
the  topmasts,  to  fasten  the  yards  at  the  clew,  to  ivmain 
broadside  to  the  shore.  At  noon  the  waves  running  loo 
high,  and  the  sea  too  rough,  we  were  forced  to  seek  a  \)ov\ 
in  the  evening,  but  found  no  anchorage  or  sheltei".  At  this 
erisis.  the  Sieui-  de  la  Salle  entered  the  cabin,  and  (piite 
disheartened  told  us  that  he  commended  his  entei-prise  to 
<Jod.  AVe  had  been  accustomed  all  the  voyage  to  induce 
all  to  say  morning  and  evening  prayers  togethei-  on  our 
knees,  all  singing  some  hymns  of  the  chui'ch,  hut  as  we 
-4 
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cculd  not  stay  on  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  on  account  of  the 
storm,  all  contented  themselves  with  making  an  act  of 
contrition.  There  was  no  one  but  our  pilot  alone,  whom 
we  were  never  able  to  persuade. 

At  tills  time  the  Sicur  de  la  Salle  adopted,  in  union  witli 
us,  Saint  Anthony  of  Padua  as  the  protector  of  our  enter- 
prise, and  he  promised  God  if  he  did  us  the  grace  to  deliver 
us  from  the  tempest,  that  the  first  chapel  he  should  erect 

in  Louisiana  sliould  ho  dcdieated  to  tliat  great  Saint. 

The  wind  having  fallen  a  little  we  lay  to,  all  the  night, 
and  we  drifted  only  a  league  or  two  at  most. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  sailed  northwest  with 
a  south-west  wind,  which  changed  towards  evening  into  a 
light  south-east  trade  wdnd,  by  favor  of  w^hich  we  arrived 
on  the  same  day  at  ]\Iissilimakinac,  where  we  anchored 
in  six  fathoms  of  water  in  a  bay,  where  there  was  a  good 
bottom  of  potter's  clay.  This  bay  is  sheltered  from  south- 
v/est  to  north,  a  sand  bank  covers  it  a  little  on  the  northeast, 
but  it  is  exposed  to  the  south  which  is  very  violent. 

.Missiliiiiakinae  ["'Point  Ignaee"]  is  a  point  of  land  at 
the  entrance  and  noi'th  of  the  strait,  by  which  Lake  Dau- 
phin empties  into  Lake  Orleans.  This  strait  is  a  league 
wide  and  three  long,  and  runs  west,  north-west.  Fifteen 
leagues  east  of  Missilimakinac  you  find  another  point 
which  is  at  the  enti-ance  of  the  channel  by  which  Lake 
Conde  empties  into  Lake  Orleans.  This  channel  has  an 
opening  of  five  leagues,  and  is  fifteen  in  length.  It  is 
interspersed  with  several  islands,  and  gradually  narrows 
in,  down  to  Sault  Sainte  ^Marie.  which  is  a  rapid  full  of 
rocks,  l)y  which  the  waters  of  Lake  Conde  are  discharged, 
and  are  precipitated  in  a  violent  manner.  Nevertheless 
they  succeed  in  poling  canoes  up  one  side  near  the  land. 
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l)u1  lor  i^i-ealci-  security  a  jjortage  is  made  of  tlie  canoe 
aud  the  gooils  wliicli  "tliey  take  to  sell  to  the  nations  north 
o1  Lake  Coiuh'. 

'inhere  are  Indian  vilhiges  in  these  two  places;  those  who 
are  settled  at  Missiliinakinac,  on  the  day  of  our  arrival, 
which  was  August  26,  1678  [167})],  were  all  amazed  to  see 
a  ship  in  their  country,  and  the  sound  of  the  cannon  caused 
an  extraordinary  alarm. 

We  went  to  the  Outtaouaetz  to  say  mass,  and  dui'ing  the 
service,  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  very  well  dressed  in  his 
scarlet  cloak  trimmed  with  gold  lace,  ordered  the  arms  to 
he  stacked  along  the  chapel,  and  the  sergeant  left  a  sentry 
there  to  guard  them.  The  chiefs  of  the  Outtauoactz  paid 
us  their  civility  in  their  fashion,  on  coming  out  of  the 
ehurcli.  And  in  this  bay  where  the  Grifjiin  was  riding  at 
anchor,  we  looked  with  pleasure  at  this  large,  well  equipped 
vessel,  amid  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  twenty  bark 
canoes,  coming  and  going  from  taking  white  hsh.  which 
these  Indians  catch  with  nets,  which  they  stretch  some- 
times in  fifteen  or  twenty  fathoms  of  water,  and  without 
which  they  could  not  subsist. 

The  Ilurons  who  have  their  village  surrounded  by  pali- 
sades twenty-five  feet  high  and  situated  near  a  great  point 
of  land  opposite  the  island  of  Missilimakinac,  proved  the 
next  day  that  they  were  more  French  than  the  Outtaouaetz, 
but  it  was  in  show,  for  they  gave  a  salute  by  discharging 
all  their  guns,  and  they  all  have  them,  and  renewed  it 
three  times,  to  do  honor  to  our  ship,  and  to  the  French, 
but  this  salute  had  been  suggested  to  them  l)y  some  French- 
men, who  come  there,  and  who  often  carry  on  a  very  con- 
siderable trade  with  these  nations,  and  who  designed  to 
gain  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  by  this  show,  as  lie  gave  um- 
brage to  them,  only  in  oi-dei'  l)etter  to  ])lay  their  parts 
sub-sequently  by  making  it  known  that  the  bark  was  going 
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to  !)(_'   lilt'  cause  of  di'st  riu-t  ion   to   individuals,   in  order  to 
I'L'iidei'  the  one  who  had  built  her,  odious  to  the  })eople. 

'J'lie  llurons  and  the  ()ut1aoMactz  t'oi'iii  alliances  with 
one  another  in  order  to  oppose  with  one  aeeoi-d  the  i'ury 
of  the  Iro(|U()is,  theii-  sworn  enemy.  They  cultivate  In- 
dian coi'ii  on  which  they  live  all  the  year,  with  the  fish 
which  they  take  to  season  their  saeaniity.  This  they  make 
of  water  and  meal  of  their  eoi-n  which  they  crush  with  a 
pestle  in  a  trunk  of  a  tree  hollowed  out  by  fire. 

The  Indians  of  Sainte  Marie  du  Long  Sault  are  called 
by  us  the  Saulteurs  on  account  of  the  place  of  their  abode, 
which  is  near  the  Sault,  and  where  they  subsist  by  hunt- 
ing stags,  moose  or  elk,  and  some  beaver,  and  by  the  fish- 
ing of  white  fish,  which  is  very  good,  and  is  found  there 
iji  great  abundance,  but  this  fishery  is  very  difficult  to.  all 
but  these  Indians  who  are  trained  to  it  from  childhood. 
These  latter  do  not  plant  any  Indian  corn  as  their  soil 
is  not  adapted  to  it,  and  the  fogs  on  Lake  Conde  which 
are  very  fre(|uent,  stifle  all  the  corn  that  they  might  be 
able  to  plant. 

Sault  St.  Marie  and  ]\Iissilimakinac  are  the  two  most 
important  passes  for  all  the  Indians  of  the  west  and  north 
who  go  to  carry  all  their  furs  to  the  French  settlements, 
and  to  trade  every  year  at  IMonti'eal,  with  more  than  two 
hundi'cd  loaded  canoes. 

l)ui-ing  oui'  stay  at  Missilimakinac,  we  were  extremely 
surprised  to  find  there  the  greater  part  of  the  men  whom 
the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  had  sent  on  ahead  to  the  number  of 
fifteen,  and  whom  he  believed  to  l)e  long  since  at  the  Illi- 
nois. Those  whom  he  liad  known  as  the  most  faithful,  re- 
ported to  him  that  they  had  l)een  stopped  by  the  state- 
ments iiuide  to  them  on  their  way,  at  ]\lissilimakinac;  that 
they  had  been  told  that  his  entei'prise  was  only  chimerical, 
that    the  bark   would   never   reach    Missilimakinac.   that  he 
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Avas  s(,'iuliiiu  lliciii  Id  f('i't;iiii  (lest  riiiM  i(ui.  and  several  other 
things  of  1lie  l<in(l.  which  had  discdnra^cd  and  seduced 
most  of  their  eomrades,  and  llial  Ihey  had  been  unabh>  to 
induce  them  to  continne  iheii-  voyauc  Ihal  six*  of  them 
had  even  (h'-erted  and  rai'i'ied  off  moi-e  than  iJ.OOd  livres 
worth  of  ii'oods.  niider  I  he  |ii'e1ex1  of  paying  themselves, 
sayin<;r  tliat  tli(\v  wonhl  i-esloie  the  sui'phis  o\'ei-  wliat  was 
due  them,  and  thai  Ihe  olhecs  had  stnpiilly  wasted  more 
than  twi'lve  hundred  li\res  woi'th,  oi-  s|)ent  i1  i'ov  their 
si;pi)ort  at  ^lissilitiiakinae.  wliere  t!ie\'  had  l)een  detained, 
and  where  provisions  ai-e  very  (h'ai-. 

Tlie  Sieur  de  hi  Sade  was  all  the  moi-e  |)rovoked  at  this 
conduct  of  his  men,  as  he  liad  ti'eated  them  well,  and  made 
some  advances  to  all,  amonu'  the  rest  havinu'  ])aid  on  ac- 
count of  one  of  theni  |  La  Rousseliere]  1200  livi-es  that  he 
owed  various  persons  at  Montreal.  He  had  foui'  of  th.e  most 
guil'y  arrested,  without  izivin'j.'  them  any  harsher  ti'eat)neiit. 
Having'  learned  that  two  of  the  six  desertei's  [La  l\onsseliere 
and  Hunaut]  wen^  at  Sault  Sainte  Marie  he  detached  the 
Sieur  de  Tonty  with  six  men  arrested  them  and  seized 
all  the  goods  which  they  liad  in  their  hands,  hut  he  could  not 
obtain  any  justice  as  to  the  others.  The  high  winds  at  this 
season  long  retarded  the  i-etui-n  of  the  Sieur  de  Tonty,  who 
did  not  reach  Missilimakinac  till  the  month  of  November,  so 
that  we  were  dreading  the  approach  of  winter  and  resolved 
to  set  out  without  waiting  till  he  arrived. 

On  the  2nd  of  the  month  of  Septembei-,  from  Missili- 
makinac we  entered  Lake  Dauphin.  []\richigan|  and  ar- 
rived at  an  island  situated  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lake,  oi- 
Bay  of  the  Puants.  forty  leagues  from  Missilimakinac. 
and  which  is  inhabited  l)y  Indians  of  tlie  Poutouatami 
nation.  [Still  called  Pottawattomie  Island,  being  one  in 
the  chain  of  several  that  sti-etch  across  the  outlet  of  Green 
Bay.    Here  was  the  chief  town.— The  Editor.]     We  found 

*  St.    Croix,    Minime.    Le    Barbier.    Poupart.    Tlunaut.    Roussel    dit    la 
Rousseliere. 
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some  Frenehiiien  thoiv.  who  liad  been  sent  anions  tlu'  Illi- 
nois in  pi-t'vious  years,  and  who  had  brouijht  back  to  the 
Sienr  de  la  Salle  a  i)n'tty  i'aii-  aiiKniiil  of  furs. 

The  chief  of  this  nation  ["On-an-ghis-se, "  or  him  with 
a  medal  I  who  had  all  possible  affection  for  the  Count  de 
Frontenac.  who  had  entei'tained  him  at  Montreal,  received 
us  as  well  as  he  could,  had  the  calumet  danced  to  the 
Sieur  de  la  Salle  by  his  warriors;  and  during  four  days' 
storm  while  our  vessel  was  anchored  thirty  paces  from  the 
bay  shoi'c.  this  Indian  chief  believing  that  our  bark  was 
going  to  be  stranded,  came  to  join  us  in  a  canoe  at  the 
risk  of  his  life  and  in  spite  of  the  increa:sing  waves,  we 
hoisted  hi  111  with  his  canoe  into  our  vessel.  lie  told  us  in 
a  nuirtial  tone  that  he  was  ready  and  wished  to  perish 
with  the  children  of  Onnontio,  the  Governor  of  the  French, 
his  good  father  and  friend. 

Contrary  to  our  ojunion,  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  who  never 
took  any  one's  advice,  resolved  to  send  back  his  bark  from 
this  place,  to  continue  his  route  by  canoe,  but  as  he  had 
only  four,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  considerable  merchan- 
dise in  the  bark,  a  quantity  of  utensils  and  tools.  lie  or- 
dered the  pilot  to  discharge  every  thing  at  Missilimakinac, 
where  he  could  take  them  again  on  his  return.  He  also 
put  all  the  peltries  in  the  bark  with  a  clerk  and  five  good 
sailors.  Their  orders  were  to  pi'oceed  to  the  great  fall  of 
Niagara,  where  they  were  to  leave  the  furs,  and  take  on 
board  other  goods  which  another  bai'k  from  Fort  Frontenac, 
wdiich  awaited  them  near  Fort  Conty,  was  to  bring  them, 
and  that  as  soon  as  possible  thei'cafter,  they  should  sail 
back  to  IMissilimakinac,  where  they  would  find  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  ]-)lace  to  which  they  should  bring  the  bai'k 
to  winter. 

They  set  sail  on  the  18th  of  September,  with  a  very 
favoi-alile    liulil    west    wind,    making   theii'   adieu    1)\-    liriiur 
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a  siiiiilc  caiiiioii;  ;iii(l  wc  wci'c  never  ;i  t'tei'wai'ds  able  lo 
learn  what  course  they  liad  taken,  and  thouj^h  tliere  is 
no  douht  l)ut  that  she  i)erished.  we  wei'c  never  able  to 
h'niii  any  otliei'  cii'cuinstanees  of  tlieii'  shipwreck  than 
tile  fdllowini!:  'I'he  hai'k  having  anclioi'ed  in  the  north  of 
Lake  Dauphin,  the  |)ih»t  aij'ainst  tlie  opinion  of  some  In- 
dians, wlio  assured  liini  that  there  was  a  ^^reat  stoi'ni  in 
the  middle  of  the  lake,  i-esolved  to  continue  his  voyaj^'e, 
Vvithout  (Considering  that  the  sheltered  position  where  he 
lay,  prevented  his  knowing  the  force  of  the  wind.  He 
had  scarcely  sailed  a  (jnarter  of  a  league  from  the  coast, 
v>hen  these  Indians  saw  the  bark  tossing  in  an  extra- 
ordinary maimer,  unable  to  resist  the  tempest,  so  that  in  a 
short  time  they  lost  sight  of  her,  and  they  believe  that 
she  was  either  driven  on  some  sandbank,  or  that  she  foun- 
dered. 

We  did  not  leai'ii  all  tliis  till  next  year,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  loss  of  this  bark  costs  more  than  40, 000 
livres  in  goods,  tools  and  peltries,  as  well  as  men  and  rig- 
ging, which  he  had  imported  into  Canada  from  Fi-ance 
and  transported  from  Montreal  to  Fort  Frontenac  in  bark 
canoes.  This  would  appear  impossible  to  those  who  know 
the  weakness  of  this  kind  of  craft,  and  the  weight  of  an- 
chors and  cables,  on  w^hich  he  paid  eleven  livres  per  hun- 
dred pounds. 

We  set  ont  the  next  day,  September  19th,  with  fourteen 
I^ersons  in  four  canoes,  I  directing  the  smallest,  loaded 
with  five  hundred  pounds,  with  a  carpenter  just  arrived 
from  France,  who  did  not  know  how  to  avoid  the  waves, 
during  rounh  weather.  1  had  every  difficulty  to  manage 
this  little  ei'aft.  The:<e  foui'  baric  canoes  were  loade<|  with 
a  forge  and  all  its  apiuirtenances.  carpentcM-s.  jointers  and 
pit  sawyer's  tools,  arms  and  merehandis(\ 

We  took  our  course  southerly  towards  th(^  maiidand 
four  o-ood  leau'ues  distant  fi-om  the  island  of  the  Poutoua- 
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taiiiis.  Ill  tlif  iiiiddk*  of  the  ti'a verso  tuid  amid  the  most 
beautiful  (.•aim  in  the  world,  a  stoi'in  arose  which  endan- 
gered our  lives,  and  which  made  us  fear  for  the  bark,  and 
more  for  ourselves.  We  completed  this  great  passage 
amid  the  darkness  of  the  night,  calling  to  one  another 
so  as  n(tt  to  i)ar1  eompany.  The  water  often  entered  our 
canoes,  and  the  impetuous  wind  lasted  tmir  days  with  a 
fury  like  th(^  gi-eatest  tempests  of  ocean.  W'c  jievertheless 
I'caehed  the  shore  in  a  little  sandy  hay.  and  stayed  tive 
days,  waiting  for  the  lake  to  grow  calm.  During  this  stay, 
the  Indian  hunter  who  accompanied  us  killed,  while  hunt- 
ing, only  a  single  porcupine  which  served  to  sea.son  our 
squashes  and  the  Indian  corn  that  we  had. 

On  the  25th  we  continued  our  route  all  day,  and  a  part 
of  the  night  favored  hy  the  moon,  along  the  western  shore 
of  Lake  Daui)hin.  but  the  wind  coming  up  a  little  too 
strong,  we  were  forced  to  land  on  a  bare  rock,  on  which 
we  endured  the  rain  and  snow  for  two  days,  sheltered  by 
our  blankets,  and  near  a  little  fire  which  we  fed  with 
wood  that  th(^  waves  drove  ashore. 

On  the  28th,  after  the  celebration  of  mass,  we  kept  on 
luitil  far  into  the  night,  and  until  a  whirlwind  forced  us 
to  land  on  a  rocky  point  covered  with  bushes.  We  re- 
mained there  two  days,  and  consumed  the  rest  of  our  pro- 
visions, that  is  to  say,  the  Indian  corn  and  squashes  that 
we  hp.;l  bought  of  the  Poutouatamis  and  of  which  we  had 
been  unable  to  lay  in  a  greater  supply,  because  our  ca- 
noes were  t,oo  heavily  laden,  and  because  we  hoped  to 
find  some  on  our  i-oute. 

We  >vi  out  the  first  of  ()ctol)er.  and  after  making  twelve 
leagues  fasting,  arrived  n(^•ll•  anotliei-  \i]lai:c  of  the  I'ont- 
ouatamies.  These  Indians  all  Hocked  to  the  lake  shore  to 
i-eceive  us  and  to  haul  us  in  from  the  waves,  which  rose  to 
an  extraoi'dinarv   hemht.     The  Sieur  de  la   Salle  fearing 
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t'lat  his  men  wou'd  dc^ci'l.  .-ukI  tli;i1  siuii"  (if  llicin  wi'uld 
carolt\';sly  wnstc  sonic  •  f  the  <_i(>imIs.  ihi^IhmI  nn  mid  we 
were  ol)lii;c(l  to  follow  liiiii  three  leiojues  beyond  the  \'il!;me 
■of  the  Indians,  not  wit  hstaiidinii'  the  e\i(le!it  |>eril.  and  lie 
saw  no  otlier  allernative  to  take  in  or(h'r  to  hind  in  safety 
than  ^o  h'ap  into  tlie  watei-  with  his  thi'ee  canoeiiieti.  and 
all  t;  iiether  tak''  liohl  ol'  the  Canoe  and  its  load  and  draL' 
it  asliore.  in  spite  oi'  the  waves  which  soinetiincs  covered 
1  licm  over  their  heads. 

lie  tiieit  came  to  meet  the  canoe,  which  T  "'nich'd  witli 
this  man  who  had  no  expei'ienee  in  this  woi'k,  and  jnm]i- 
inii-  v/aist  hi<:]i  into  tlie  water,  v/e  eari'ied  onr  little  efaft 
jt/1  at  once,  and  went  to  receive  the  other  two  canoes  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  former.  And  as  the  waves  break- 
ini;'  on  the  shore  fonniMl  a  kind  of  undertow.  whicMi  (ira>j,'s 
nut  into  the  lake  those  who  thiid\  they  arc  saf(\  1  made  a 
T)0werful  effort  and  took  on  my  shoulders  our  ii'ood  old 
Recollect  who  accomjjanied  us.  and  this  amiable  missionaiy 
of  Saint  Francis,  seein"'  himself  out  of  danger,  all  dreuehed 
as  he  was  with  watei-.  never  failed  to  display  an  extra- 
ordinary cheerfulness. 

As  we  had  no  ac((naintance  with  the  Indians  of  this 
villaue.  the  ("onnnandant  first  ordered  all  the  arms  to  be 
g'ot  ready,  and  posted  himself  on  an  eminence  where  it 
was  difficult  to  surprise  us,  and  whence  he  could  with  a 
small  force  defend  himself  against  a  greater  number.  He 
then  sent  three  of  his  men  to  buy  provisions  in  the  village, 
under  the  protection  of  the  calumet  of  peace  which  the 
Poutoimtamis  of  the  Island  had  given  tlu'  Simir  de  la  Salle, 
and  which  they  had  previously  accoiii])anied  with  theii- 
dances  and  ceremonies,  which  they  nse  in  tb.eii'  feasts  and 
public  soieiiinit  ies. 

This  calumel  is  a  kind  of  large  pipe  I'oi'  smokinu'.  Ihe 
head  of  which  is  of  a   (ine  red  stone  well   ])olished.  ;ind  the 


58  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL   COLLECTIONS 

stem  two  feet  and  a  half  lon*r.  is  a  pretty  stout  cane 
adorned  with  feathers  of  all  soi-ts  of  colors,  very  neatly 
mingled  and  arraii^ied,  with  scNci'fd  tresses  of  woman's 
hail',  braided  in  various  ways,  witli  two  wings,  such  as  are 
nsually  represented  on  the  Cadueeus  of  ^lereury.  each 
iiatidii  ('iiilicllisiiiiig  it  aceoi'ding  to  its  ("special  usage.  A 
calumet  of  this  kind  is  a  sure  passport  among  all  the  allies 
of  those  who  have  given  it ;  and  they  are  convinced  that 
great  misfortunes  would  befall  them,  if  they  violated  the 
faith  of  the  calumet.  And  all  their  enterprises  in  war  and 
peace  and  most  important  ceremonies  are  sealed  and  at- 
tested by  the  calumet,  which  they  make  all  siiii)k("  with 
Avhom  they  conclude  any  matter  of  consequence. 

These  three  men  with  this  safeguard  and  their  arms,  ar- 
rived at  the  little  village  of  the  Indians  three  leagues  dis- 
tant from  the  lantling,  but  they  found  no  one.  These  In- 
dians, at  the  sight  of  our  canoes,  perceiving  that  we  had 
not  landed,  on  passing  them,  had  taken  fright  and  aban- 
doned their  village.  Accordingly  these  men  after  using 
all  endeavors  in  vain  to  speak  to  some  of  these  Indians, 
tock  what  Indian  corn  they  could  carry  from  their  cabins^ 
and  left  goods  there  in  place  of  what  thry  appropi-iated ;. 
and  then  took  the  road  to  return  to  us. 

Meanwhile  twenty  of  these  Indians  armed  with  guns, 
axes,  bows,  arrows  and  clubs  which  are  called  casse-tetes,. 
[skull  breakers],  approached  the  place  where  we  were.  The 
Sieur  de  la  Salle  advanced  to  accost  them  with  feui'  of  his 
men  armed  with  guns,  pistols  and  sabres.  He  asked  tliciu 
what  they  wished;  seeing  that  they  appeared  perplexed, 
he  told  them  to  come  on,  for  fear  his  men,  who,  he  pretended 
Avere  out  hunting,  might  kill  them,  if  1hc\-  found  them  out 
of  the  way.  He  made  them  sit  down  at  the  foot  of  the 
rising  ground  on  which  we  had  camped,  and  from  which 
we  could  watch  all  their  movements.  AVe  began  to  occupy 
thciii  \vilb  (lirfci'cnl   things,  to  amuse  them  till  our  three 
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nu'ii  \xo\  hack  riom  ilic  xillaLic  'I'licsc  men  appearing 
seme  time  ai'terwards,  as  scon  as  tlir  Indians  perceived 
the  peace  calumet  wliieh  one  di'  our  men  carried,  they  rose 
littering  a  gns-it  cry  of  joy,  and  began  1o  (hiiice  after  tlKur 
fashion.  Far  fi-oiii  Ix'ing  angry  about  the  Indian  c()i'n 
which  they  saw,  atid  which  had  been  taken  from  them,  lliey 
on  the  contrary  sent  to  the  \iHagc  to  bring  mort',  and  gave 
us  some  also  the  next  day,  as  nuu'ii  as  we  could  conven- 
iently put  in  our  canoes. 

It  was  nevertheless  deemed  prudent  to  fell  tlie  trees 
around  and  to  conuiunid  our  men  to  pass  the  night  undei- 
arms,  for  fear  of  any  surprise.  Aliout  ten  o'clock  the  next 
day,  the  old  men  of  the  village  arrived  with  their  peace 
calumet  and  feasted  all  the  French.  The  Sieur  de  la  Salle 
thanked  them  by  a  present  of  some  axes,  knives  and  some 
masses  of  beads  for  their  women's  adornment,  and  left 
them  very  well  satisfied. 

We  set  out  the  same  day,  ()ctol)er  2d.  aiul  we  sailed  foi- 
four  days  along  the  shore.  It  was  bordered  by  great  hills 
running  abruptly  down  to  the  lake,  where  there  was  scarcely 
place  to  land.  We  were  even  forced  every  evening  to  climb 
to  the  summit,  and  carry  u])  there  oui'  canoes  and  cargoes, 
so  as  not  to  leave  them  exposed  by  night  to  the  waves  thai 
beat  the  foot.  We  were  also  obliged  by  too  violent  head- 
winds, during  these  four  days  and  very  frequently  after- 
wards, to  land  with  the  greatest  hardship.  To  embark,  it 
required  that  two  men  should  go  waist  high  into  the  watei', 
and  hold  the  canoe  head  on  to  the  wave,  pushing  it  ahead 
or  di'awing  it  liack  as  the  wave  rolled  in  or  ran  out  from 
land,  until  it  was  loaded.  Then  it  was  pushed  out  to  wait 
till  the  others  were  loade(l  in  the  same  way,  and  we  had 
almost  as  much  ti-ouble  at  the  other  laiuliugs.  The  Indian 
corn,  that  we  ate  very  sparingly,  a>id  provisions  failing  us, 
our  good  old  Recollect  had  several  times  fainting  fits.  I 
twice  brought  hiiri  to.  with  a  little  confection  of  hyacinth, 
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wliich  I  presei'VL'd  pieciously.  For  twenty-four  hours  we 
ate  only  a  liaiidi'ul  of  riidian  corji  cooked  under  the  ashes 
or  merely  lioilcd  in  walei-,  ;iiid  diii-iti^  all  tli(^  lime  we  were 
obliged  1(1  keep  mi  t()\\;ii-(ls  ;i  <_;do(l  country  and  to  paddle 
M'ith  all  our  streimtli.  whole  days.  Our  men  TrcMpieiitly 
ri.n  for  linle  haws  nod  wild  I'l-iiil.  which  lliey  ale  with 
great  avidily.  Several  fell  sick  who  thought  that  these 
fruits  had  poisoneil  them.  The  more  we  sutt'er^d,  the 
more  God  seemed  to  give  me,  especially,  strength,  and  I 
often  outsti'ippecl  ill  paddling  our  other  eanoes.  During 
this  scarcity,  lie  who  cares  for  the  smallest  birds,  allowed 
us  to  see  several  crows  and  eagles,  which  wei'C  on  the  lake 
shore.  Plying  our  paddles  with  red()ul)led  zeal  towards 
these  carnivorous  birds,  we  found  there  half  a  very  fat 
deer  Avhich  the  wolves  had  killed  and  half  eaten.  AVe  re- 
ciuiled  ourselves  on  the  flesh  of  this  animal,  blessing  Provi- 
dence which  had  sent  us  such  timely  aid. 

Thus  oui-  little  fleet  advanced  toward  the  South  where 
we  found  the  country  always  finer  and  more  temperate. 

On  the  Kith  of  October  [1G79]  we  began  to  find  a  great 
abundance  of  game,  and  our  Indian,  a  very  excellent  hun- 
ter, killed  stags  and  deer,  and  our  Frenchmen  very  fat 
poules  d'inde  [wild  turkeys].  And  at  last  on  the  28th 
of  the  nionlli  of  October  we  reached  the  extremity  or 
8outliern  trend  of  Lake  Dauphin,  where  the  heavy  wind 
forced  us  to  land. 

We  went  out  to  scout,  as  we  wei'e  accustomed  to  do,  in  the 
woods  ;ind  prairies.  AVe  found  very  good  ripe  grapes, 
the  berries  of  whicli  were  as  large  as  damson  plums.  To 
get  this  fruit  we  hatl  to  cut  down  the  trees  on  which  the 
vuies  I'au.  \\\>  mad(^  some  wine  which  lasted  us  nearly 
three  months  and  a  half  and  which  we  kept  in  gourds.  These 
wc  put  every  day  in  the  sand  to  ]ireveut  the  wine  from 
s(uiriiig.  and  in  oi'cler  1o  ninke  it   hist   loimcr.  we  said  mass 
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(iiil\'  on  holidays  aiul  Smidaxs.  one  at'tci'  the  dthri'.  All 
till'  woods  were  full  of  \im's  which  i^row  wild.  Wr  ate 
this  I'l-uit  to  iiiako  the  iiuat  palatable,  which  we  were  forced 
ti>  eat    without    iu'cad. 

Fresh  I'cotprints  of  men  were  noticeil  at  this  placo.  This 
forced  the  Sieiir  de  la  Salle  to  keej)  his  men  on  their  >iuard, 
and  without  making  an\'  noise.  .\ll  oui-  men  oheyed  for 
a  time,  hut  one  <d'  them  haviiii:  peiceived  a  hear,  could 
not  I'estfain  himself  from  Mi'in<i'  his  Liun  at  it.  which  killecl 
the  animal  and  sent  it  i'ollin<_;'  fi'om  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain to  the  iinttem.  to  the  Vei'V  foot  of  our  cahins. 

This  noise  revealed  to  us  a  hundred  and  twenty-five 
Indians  of  the  nation  of  the  Outouaii'amis.  [Fox  Indians] 
who  live  near  the  (Wtremity  of  the  Hay  of  the  Puants 
who  were  cabined  in  our  vicinity.  The  Sieui'  ile  la  Salle 
was  very  uneasy  about  the  trails  we  had  seen.  He  blamed 
our  men  for  theii-  lack  of  i)i'udenee,  and  then  to  pi'«'vent 
surprises,  he  placed  a  sentinel  near  the  canoes,  under 
v/hich  all  the  ooods  Avere  ])laeed  to  pi'otect  them  fi-om  the 
rain. 

This  pi'ecaution  did  not  prevent  thii'ty  Outouagamis 
under  cover  of  the  rain  which  was  falling  in  torrents,  and 
through  the  negligenc(^  of  the  sentinel  who  was  on  duty, 
from  gliding  by  night  with  their  usual  dexti'i-ity.  along 
the  hill  where  our  canoes  were,  and  lying  on  their  l)ellies 
near  one  another,  succeed [ing]  in  stealing  the  coat  of  the 
Sieur  de  la  Salle's  lackey,  and  a  ])art  of  what  was  undei-, 
which  w^as  passed  from  hand  to  hand.  Oui-  sentinel  hearing 
some  noise  and  rousing  us,  each  one  ran  to  arms.  These 
Indians  seeing  themselves  thus  discovered,  theii'  chief 
called  out  that  he  was  a  friend,  lie  was  told  in  answer. 
that  it  was  an  unseasonable  hour,  and  that  ])eo|»h'  did  not 
come  in  that  way  by  niu'ht  except  to  steal,  or  kill  those 
who  were  not  on  their  guai'd. 
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He  replied  tluit  in  tnitli,  tlie  shot  tli;i1  liad  been  fired, 
had  made  his  countrymeu  all  think  that  it  was  a  party 
of  Iroquois,  their  enemies,  as  the  other  Indians,  their  neigh- 
bors, did  not  use  sueh  iii-c-ai'iiis,  and  Ihat  they  had  accord- 
iiiiily  advanc('(l  with  the  intent  of  killinu'  them,  but  having 
discovered  that  they  were  Frenchmen  wiiom  they  regarded 
as  their  l)rethren,  the  impatience  which  they  felt  to  see 
them,  had  prevented  their  waiting  for  daylight  to  visit  us 
and  to  smoke  in  our  calumet  with  us.  This  is  the  ordinary 
compliment  of  these  Indians,  and  their  greatest  marks  of 
affection. 

We  pretended  to  credit  these  reasons,  and  they  were  told 
to  ap[)roaeh  to  the  number  of  four  or  five  only,  because 
their  young  men  were  given  to  stealing,  and  that  our 
Frenchmen  were  in  no  humor  to  put  up  with  it.  Four  or  five 
old  men  having  advanced  we  endeavored  to  entertain  them 
till  daylight;  when  day  came  we  left  them  at  liberty  to  re- 
tire. 

After  their  departure,  our  ship  carpenters  perceived  that 
they  had  been  rol)bed,  and  as  we  knew  perfectly  the  dis- 
pcsition  of  the  Indians,  and  we  knew  that  they  would  form 
siinihir  enterprises  every  night,  if  we  dissembled  on  this 
occasion,  we  resolved  to  insist  on  redress.  The  Sieur  de  la 
Salle  at  the  head  of  our  men  ascended  an  eminence  of 
peninsular  form;  he  tried  in  person  to  find  some  Indian 
off  by  himself;  he  had  scarcely  marched  three  hundred 
paces,  when  he  found  the  fresh  trail  of  a  hunter.  He  fol- 
lowed him,  pistol  in  hand,  and  having  overtaken  him  soon 
after  opposite  a  liill,  where  I  was  gathering  grapes  with 
Father  Gabriel,  he  called  me  and  begged  me  to  follow  him. 
He  seized  and  put  him  under  guard  of  his  men,  after  hav- 
ing learned  from  him  all  the  circumslances  of  tlu^  theft. 
He  again  took  the  field  with  two  of  his  men,  and  having 
arrested  one  of  the  most  important  Indians  of  his  nation. 


FRENCH     KXI'1>()RATI0NS    1()73-1(i82  ^')'^ 

he  showed  him  at  a  (hslaiice  the  one  he  already  liehl  as  a 
prisonei'.  and  sent  him  hack  to  tell  his  people,  thai  lie 
woidd  kill  their  eoiiii-ade.  if  they  did  not  hrin<i'  back  all 
that  thc\'  had  stolen  diii'iim  the  niuhl. 

'riiis  p!'op()sition  eiiihai'i'assed  these  savaiics,  beeanse  they 
had  ent  the  laekey's  coat  in  pieces,  and  taken  some  yoods 
with  the  buttons  to  divide  them  among  them.  Thus  unable 
to  restore  1hein  whole,  and  not  knowing  by  what  means  to 
deliver  tlieii'  (•(uni'ade.  as  tli(\v  have  a  strong  i'l-iendshij)  for 
one  anothei-,  they   resolved  to  rescue  him  by  force. 

The  next  morning.  'MHh  of  the  month  of  October,  they 
all  advanced  arms  in  hand  to  begin  the  attack.  The  penin- 
sula, where  we  were  encamped,  was  separated  from  the 
wot)d  ^^■here  the  Indians  appeared  by  a  long  sandy  plain 
two  gun  shots  wide.  At  the  end  of  this  plain  towards  the 
wood  Ave  noticed  that  there  were  several  small  mounds,  and 
that  the  one  nearest  to  us  commanded  the  others.  This 
the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  occupied  and  commanded  five  men 
who  carried  their  blankets  half  rolled  around  the  left  arm, 
to  shield  themselves  against  the  arrows  of  the  Indians. 
He  followed  his  men  immediately  after,  to  support  the 
former,  but  the  youngest  of  the  Indians,  seeing  the  French 
approach  to  charge  on  them,  drew  off  and  took  to  cover 
under  a  large  tree  on  the  hill.  This  did  not  prevent  their 
chiefs  from  contiiniing  to  remaiii  near  us. 

There  were  only  seven  or  eight  who  had  guns,  the  oth- 
ers had  bows  and  arrows  only;  and  during  all  these  ma- 
noeuvres on  ])()th  sides,  we  three  Recollets  were  there  saving 
our  office,  and  as  I  was  the  one  of  the  three  who  had  seen 
most  in  matters  of  war,  having  served  as  King's  chaplain 
under  the  direction  of  the  Very  Rev.  Fath(M'  llayaeinth  le 
Fevre,  I  came  out  of  our  cabin  to  see  what  figui-e  oui-  men 
made  under  arms  and  to  encourage  two  of  the  youngest 
whom  I  saw  erow  pale,  and  who  nevertheless  made  for  all 
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that  a  show  of  being  brave  and  haughty  as  much  as  their 
k'adcr.  I  approached  in  the  direction  of  the  oldest  Indian, 
and  as  thoy  saw  that  I  was  unarmed,  they  readily  inferred 
that  1  a])pi'(»a('li('(l  tlieiii  willi  a  view  to  jiart  tlic  cinnhat- 
ants  and  to  become  the  mediator  of  their  differences.  One 
of  our  men  seeing  a  band  of  i-ed  stuff',  which  served  as  a 
liead  l)and  to  one  of  these  Indians,  went  and  tore  it  oil'  his 
head,  giving  liim  to  understand  that  he  had  stolen  it  from 
us. 

This  hold  act  of  eleven  armed  Frenchmen  against  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  Indians,  so  intimidated  these  savages 
lhat  1\vo  cf  their  old  men  near  whom  I  was,  presented  the 
peace  calumet,  and  having  advanced  on  the  assurance 
given  that  they  could  do  so  without  any  fear,  they  said 
that  they  had  not  resorted  to  this  extreme  course,  except 
from  the  inability  they  were  in  to  restore  what  they  had 
stolen  from  us,  in  the  condition  in  which  they  had  taken 
it ;  that  they  were  ready  to  restore  what  was  whole,  and  to 
pay  for  the  rest.  At  the  same  time  they  presented  some 
beaver  robes  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  to  dispose  his  mind 
to  peace,  excusing  themselves  for  the  small  value  of  their 
present,  as  the  season  was  too  far  advanced.  We  con- 
tented ourselves  with  their  excuses,  they  fulfilled  what 
they  had  pi-omised,  and  thus  peace  was  restored. 

The  next  day  was  spent  in  dances,  in  feasts  and  speeches, 
and  the  head  chief  of  these  Indians  turning  towards  the 
Recollects,  said:  "See,  the  Grey  Gowns,  for  whom  we 
feel  great  esteem!  they  go  l)are-footed  like  us,  they  despise 
the  beaver  robes  which  we  wish  to  give  them,  without  any 
hop(^  (!f  return;  they  have  no  arms  to  kill  us;  they  flatter 
and  caress  our  little  children,  and  give  them  beads  for 
nothing,  and  these  of  our  nation  who  have  carried  furs  to 
the  villages  of  the  French  have  told  us  that  the  Onnotio.  the 
ureat  chief  of  the  French,  loves   them,    because  they   have 
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conic  .-md  visit  us,  and  to  i-ciiiaiii  with  us.  ^'ou  ari'  tlic 
chief  of  tliose  wlio  are  lierc,  arraniie  so  as  to  make  one  of 
the  (ii-ay  ({owns  renuiiu  with  \is.  We  will  yivc  them  part 
of  all  we  have  to  eat,  and  we  will  take  tiiciii  to  oui-  village 
after  we  have  killed  some  buffalo:  and  you  who  are  the  mas- 
ter, arrange  so  as  to  stay  here  also  with  us;  do  not  tio  to  the 
Islinois.  for  we  know  that  the\-  wish  to  massaeri-  all  the 
P^reneh.  It  will  he  inii)ossible  for  you  to  resist  that  num- 
erous nation,  lie  ;ulded  that  since  an  Iro<iuois.  whom  the 
Islinois  had  burned,  had  assui'cd  tliem  that  Iht-  wai-  which 
the  Iroquois  made  on  them,  had  l)een  advisetl  b\'  the 
French,  who  liated  the  Islinois.  'l'h(\v  added  sincral  like 
reasons  which  ala.rmed  almost  all  oui-  l-'rciichincii.  and 
greatly  disquieted  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  because  all  the 
Indians  whom  he  had  met  on  our  whole  route,  liad  told  hiuk 
pretty  nearly  the  same  thing. 

Nevertheless  as  he  knew  that  these  reasons  might  luivc 
been  inspired  by  tliose  who  opposed  our  enterprise  and  by 
the  jealousy  of  the  Indians  to  whom  the  Islinois  were' 
formidable  by  their  valor,  and  who  feared  that  they  might 
become^  still  more  haughty,  when  by  means  of  the  French 
they  had  acquired  the  use  of  tire  arms,  we  resolved  to 
pursue  our  course,  taking  all  necessary  precautions  for 
our  safety. 

He  accordingly  answering  the  Outouagamis,  told  them 
that  he  thanked  them  for  the  infoi'mation  which  they 
gave  us.  but  that  the  French  who  are  spirits  [the  Indians 
so  style  us,  saying  that  they  are  oidy  men.  hut  that  wc 
are  spirits]  did  not  fear  the  Islinois,  and  that  we  wouUl 
bring  them  to  reason  by  friendship  or  by  force. 

The  next  day,  the  tii'st  of  the  mcMith  of  November,  we  all 

re-cnd)ark(Hl  and  we  arrived  at  the  i-endezvous,  which  Ave 

had  arranged  with  twenty  other  Frenchmen   who  wei'e  to 

come  and  meet  us  by  the  other  side  of  the  lake.     It  was  at 

—5 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  of  ^liamis,  [the  Saint  Joseph  of 
Ijake  Michiu'an  I ,  wliich  coming  from  the  south  empties 
iuto  Lake  Dauphin. 

We  were  surprised  to  find  no  one  there,  because  the 
BVench  whom  we  expected,  had  had  a  much  shorter  route 
to  make  than  w(>  liad.  and  their  canoes  were  not  heavily 
laden. 

AW'  liad  resolved  to  make  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  see  that 
he  ought  not  to  expose  us  unseasonably  and  not  to  wait 
i'or  winter,  to  conduct  us  to  the  Islinois,  because  during  that 
season  these  nations,  in  order  to  hunt  more  conveniently, 
break  up  into  families  or  bands  of  two  or  three  hundred 
persons  each,  and  that  the  longer  we  lingered  in  that  spot, 
the  greater  difficulty  we  should  find  in  getting  there.  That 
as  the  hunting  began  to  fail  where  we  were,  his  whole  party 
ran  a  risk  of  starving  to  death,  and  that  among  the  Islinois 
we  should  find  Indian  corn  for  our  food,  and  that  we  should 
live  better,  being  only  fourteen  men  by  our  route,  than 
if  we  were  thirty-two ;  that  if  the  rivers  should  freeze  over, 
we  would  not  be  able  of  ourselves  to  carry  all  the  equipage, 
for  a  hundred  leagues.  He  answered  us  that  when  the 
twenty  men  whcm  he  expected  had  joined  us,  he  would  be 
able  without  danger  to  make  himself  known  to  the  first 
band  of  Islinois  whom  he  should  find  hunting,  and  gain 
them  by  kind  treatment,  and  by  presents,  learning  some 
tincture  of  the  Islinois  language,  and  that  by  this  means 
he  would  easily  foi-m  alliance  with  the  rest  of  the  nation. 

We  understood  by  similar  remarks,  that  he  regarded 
his  own  will  alone  as  reason ;  and  he  told  us  that  if  all  his 
men  deserted  he  would  remain  with  our  Indian  hunter,  and 
that  he  would  easily  find  means  by  hunting  to  enable  the 
three  Recollect  missionaries  to  live. 

In  this  thought,  he  availed  himself  of  the  delay  of  the 
Frenchmen  whom  he  expected;  he  told  his  men  that  he 
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was  resolved  to  wait,  and  to  aniusc  llicin  l)y  some  useful 
oeeupation,  he  proposed  to  them  to  build  a  fort,  and  a  house 
for  the  security  of  the  bark  and  of  the  <i()ods  which  she 
was  to  l)i'iii^-.  in  oi'<l('r  to  serve  us  as  a  refu^'e  in  ease  of 
need. 

There  was  at  the  month  of  the  river  of  the  ^liamis  [on 
the  north  side  as  Hennepin's  and  other  nia])s  place  the  fort] 
an  eminence  with  a  kind  of  platform  on  top  and  naturally 
fortified.  It  was  high  and  steep,  of  triangular  figure, 
formed  on  two  sides  by  the  river,  and  on  the  other  by  a 
deep  ravine.  He  felled  the  trees  by  which  it  was  covered 
and  ck^ared  away  the  nnd(n-bi-nsh  for  two  gun  shots  in  the 
direction  of  the  wo<m1s.  Then  he  began  a  redoubt  forty 
feet  long  by  eighty  broad,  fortified  by  squared  beams  and 
joists,  and  musket  proof,  laid  one  on  another;  his  design 
being  to  put  inclined  palisades  around  the  two  sides  facing 
the  river.  He  cut  do^\^l  palisades  which  he  wished  to 
plant,  en  tenaille  twenty-five  feet  high  on  the  land  side. 

The  month  of  November  was  spent  in  these  works,  dur- 
ing which  time  we  ate  nothing  but  bear  meat  that  our 
hunter  killed.  There  were  at  this  place  many  of  these 
animals,  that  were  attracted  to  it  by  the  great  quantities 
of  grapes  growing  everywhere  there ;  but  our  people  seeing 
the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  all  unmanned  by  the  fear  he  enter- 
tained of  the  l<.)ss  of  his  bark,  and  utterly  annoyed  also  at 
the  delay  of  his  men,  whom  the  Sieur  de  Tonty  was  to  bring 
us,  the  rigorous  setting  in  of  winter  as  a  climax  disheart- 
ening them,  the  n-echanics  Avorked  only  reluctantly,  storm- 
ing against  the  fat  bear  meat,  and  at  their  being  deprived 
of  liberty  to  go  and  kill  deer  to  eat  with  the  bear  fat,  but 
their  aim  all  tended  to  desertion. 

We  made  a  bark  cabin  during  this  halt,  in  order  to 
sav  mass  more  conveniently,  and  on  holidays  and  Sundays 
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Father  (ial)rit'l  jiikI  I  pi'i'jiclird  jiltci-iiately,  ohoosiim  the 
most  impressive  matters  to  exhort  our  men  to  patience  and 
perseverance. 

From  the  connnencement  of  the  same  month  we  had 
examined  tlie  mouth  of  the  river.  We  had  marked  a  sand 
bank  tliere,  and  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  the  bark,  in 
ease  it  arrived,  the  eliannel  was  marked  out  by  two  tall 
poles  planted  on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  with  bear 
skin  pendants,  and  buoys  all  alony.  We  had,  moreover,  sent 
to  Missilimakinae  two  of  our  men.  informed  of  all  things, 
to  serve  as  guides  to  Luke,  the  pilot. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  Sieur  de  Tonty  arrived 
with  two  canoes  loaded  with  several  stags.  This  revived 
a  little  the  drooping  spirits  of  our  workmen,  but  as  he 
brought  us  only  half  of  the  men  whom  we  expected,  and 
had  left  the  rest  at  liberty  three  days  from  our  W'Orks, 
this  gave  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  some  uneasiness;  our  new 
cimiers  said  that  the  bark  had  not  touched  at  Missilimaki- 
nae, and  that  they  had  heard  no  tidings  of  her  from  the 
Indians,  coming  from  all  sides  of  the  lakes,  nor  from  the 
two  men  who  had  been  sent  to  Missilimakinae  and  whom 
they  had  met  on  the  way.  He  feared,  and  with  reason,  that 
his  bark  had  been  wrecked.  Nevertheless  he  kept  his  men 
working  at  the  Fort  of  the  Miamis,  as  he  called  it,  and  not 
seeing  her  appear  after  waiting  so  long,  he  resolved  to 
set  out,  for  fear  of  being  stopped  by  the  ice.  which  began 
to  close  the  river,  and  which  broke  up  at  the  first  light  rain. 
Nevertheless  we  had  to  wait  for  the  rest  of  the  men  whom 
the  Sieur  de  Tonty  had  left  behind,  and  to  repaii-  the 
fault  that  he  had  committed,  he  retraced  his  steps  to 
make  them  come  on  and  join  us  at  rnce.  On  the  way  he 
wished  to  hold  a  little,  and  resist  the  high  wind,  against 
the  opinion  of  Sieur  Dauti'ay  and  liis  other  canoeman,  and 
as  he  had  only  one  hand  and  could  not  help  his  two  men 
the  waves  made  them  yaw,  and  threw  them  broadside  im 


FRENCH    EXPLORATIONS    1G73-1682  69 

Ili(>  lake  shore,  where  tliey  hist  Iheii'  uuiis  and  Iheir  lillh' 
ha uii'a !,'•('.  This  ohiijiied  tliem  to  coiiie  hack  to  us.  and  I'or- 
lunately  tlie  rest  of  our  men  t'oMowed  sdon  after  lliciii. 
except  two  whom  we  most  mistrusted  and  who,  we  helieved, 
had  deserted. 

We  embarki'd  on  the  'A<\  of  l)e('eml)ei-  with  thirty  men 
in  eight  canoes  and  ascended  the  i-ivei-  of  tlie  .Miamis,  |to 
near  South  Bend,  Indiana]  takiiiu-  oui'  course  to  the  soutli- 
east  for  about  twenty-five  h'atiues.  We  eould  not  make 
out  the  portage  whicli  we  wei'e  to  take  with  our  canoes  and 
all  our  ecpiipage,  in  order  to  go  and  embark  at  the  source 
of  the  River  Seignelay  [Kankakee]  and  as  we  had  gone 
higher  up  in  a  canoe  without  discerning  tlie  i)hice  where  we 
were  to  march  l)y  land  to  take  this  othei"  river,  which  runs 
to  the  Islinois,  we  halted  to  wait  for  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle, 
who  had  gone  exploring  on  land,  aud  as  he  did  not  return, 
we  did  not  know  what  course  to  pursue.  I  begged  two 
(;f  our  most  alert  men  to  penetrate  into  the  woods  and  fire 
ott'  their  guns  so  as  to  give  him  notice  of  the  spot  where 
we  were  waiting  for  him.  Two  othei's  ascended  the  river 
but  to  no  purpose,  for  the  night  obliged  them  to  retrace 
their   steps. 

The  next  day  I  took  two  of  our  men  on  a  lightened 
canoe,  to  make  greater  expedition,  and  to  seek  him  by  as- 
cending the  river,  but  in  vain,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  we  perceived  him  at  a  distance,  his  hands  and 
face  all  black  with  the  coals  and  the  wood  that  he  had 
lighted  during  the  night  which  was  cold.  He  had  two 
animals  [opossums]  of  the  size  of  nniskrats,  hanging  at 
his  belt,  which  had  a  very  beautiful  skin,  like  a  kind  of 
ermine,  which  he  killed  with  blows  of  a  stick,  without 
these  little  animals  taking  flight,  and  which  often  let 
themselves  hang  by  the  tail  from  l)ranches  of  trees, 
and  as  they  were  very  fat,  our  canoemen  feasted  on  them. 
He  told  us  that  th(>  nuirshes  he  met  with  obliged  him  to 
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injike  a  wide  sweep,  and  as  moreover  lie  was  hindered  by 
the  snow  which  was  falling  rapidly,  he  was  unable  to  reach 
the  bank  of  the  river  before  two  o'clock  at  night.  He  fired 
two  gnu  shots  to  notify  us,  and  no  one  having  answered 
him,  he  thought  that  the  canoes  had  gone  on  ahead  of  him, 
and  kept  on  his  way,  along  and  up  the  river.  After 
marching  in  this  way  more  than  three  hours,  he  saw  fire  on 
a  mound,  which  he  ascended  brusquely,  and  after  calling 
two  or  three  times,  but  instead  of  finding  us  asleep  as  he 
expected,  he  saw  only  a  little  fire  among  some  brush,  and 
under  an  oak  tree,  the  spot  where  a  man  had  been  lying 
down  on  dry  lierbs,  and  who  had  apparently  gone  off  at 
the  noise  which  he  had  heard.  It  was  some  Indian  who 
had  gone  there  in  ambush  to  surprise  and  kill  some  of 
his  enemies  along  the  river.  He  called  him  in  two  or  three 
languages,  and  at  last  to  show  him  that  he  did  not  fear 
him.  he  cried  that  he  was  going  to  sleep  in  his  place.  He 
renewed  the  fire  and  after  w^arming  himself  well,  he  took 
steps  to  guarantee  himself  against  surprise,  by  cutting 
down  around  him  a  quantity  of  bushes,  which  falling 
across  among  those  that  remained  standing,  blocked  the  way, 
so  that  no  one  could  approach  him  without  making  consid- 
erable noise,  and  awakening  him.  He  then  extinguished 
liis  fire  and  slept,  although  it  snowed  all  night. 

Father  Gabriel  and  I  begged  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  not 
to  leave  his  party  as  he  had  done  showing  him  that  the  whole 
success  of  our  voyage  depended  on  his  presence. 

Our  Indian  had  remained  behind  us  to  hunt,  and  udt 
finding  us  at  the  portage,  he  went  higher  up,  and  came  to 
tell  us  that  we  would  have  to  descend  the  river.  All  our 
canoes  were  sent  with  liini.  and  I  remained  with  the  Sieur 
de  la  Salle,  who  was  very  much  fatigued,  and  as  our 
cabin  was  composed  only  of  flag  mats,  it  took  fire  at  night 
?nd  Avould  have  ])urnt  us,  had  I  not  j^romptly  thrown  off 
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the  mat  which  served  as  a  door  to  our  little  (luarters,  and 
M'hieh  was  all  in  Hanies. 

AVe  rejoined  oni-  party  tlu'  next  day,  at  tlie  ])()i'ta^,'e 
where  l*'athei'  (ial)i'iel  had  made  several  crosses  on  the  trees, 
tiiat  we  miLrht  recognize  it.  We  found  thei-e  a  numhei-  of 
hutValo  horns  and  the  carcasses  of  those  animals,  and 
some  eanc.es  that  the  Indians  had  made,  of  Bnl't'alo  skins, 
to  cross  the  river  with  their  load  of  meat. 

This  place  is  situated  on  the  edge  of  a  great  plain,  at 
the  extremity  of  which  on  the  western  side  is  a  village  of 
]Miamis,  Maseoutens  and  Oiatinon  gathered  together. 

The  river  Seignelay  which  flows  to  the  Islinois  [Indians] 
rises  in  a  plain  in  the  midst  of  much  boggy  land,  over  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  walk.  This  river  is  only  a  league  and  a 
half  distant  from  that  of  the  ]\Iiamis,  and  thus  we  trans- 
ported all  our  equipage  and  our  canoes  by  a  road  which 
we  marked  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  come  after 
us,  aftei-  leaving  at  the  portage  of  the  Miami  river  as  well 
as  at  the  fort  which  we  had  built  at  its  mouth,  letters  to 
serve  as  a  guide  to  those  who  were  to  come  and  join  us  by 
the  bark  to  the  number  of  twenty-five. 

The  river  Seignelay  [Kankakee]  is  navigable  for  canoes 
to  within  a  hundred  paces  of  its  source,  and  it  increases 
to  such  an  extent  in  a  short  time,  that  it  is  almost  as 
broad,  and  deeper  than  the  Marne.  It  takes  its  course 
through  vast  marshes,  where  it  winds  about  so,  though  its 
current  is  pretty  strong,  that  after  sailing  on  it  for  a  whole 
day,  we  sometimes  found  that  we  had  not  advanced  more 
than  two  leagues  in  a  straight  line.  As  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  nothing  w'as  to  be  seen  but  marshes  full  of 
flags  and  ahlers.  For  more  than  forty  leagues  of  the  way, 
we  could  not  have  found  a  camping  ground,  except  for 
some  hummocks  oF  frozim  earth  on  which  we  slept  and 
lit  our  fire.     Oui-  i)ro\isions  ran  out  and  we  eonld  fuul  im 
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game  after  passing  these  marshes,  as  we  hoped  to  do,  be- 
cause there  are  only  great  open  ])lains,  where  nothing 
grows  except  tnll  grass,  which  is  di'v  ;it  this  season,  ami 
which  the  Miamis  had  hurned  whih'  hunting  bufU'aio.  and 
with  all  th"'  address  we  eni])h)yed  to  kill  some  deer,  our 
liuntiM's  took  nothing:  t'nf  iiinfc  tlian  sixty  leagues  joui'- 
ney,  they  killed  only  a  lean  stag,  a  small  deer,  some  swans, 
and  two  Avild  geese  for  the  subsistence  of  thirty-two  men. 
If  our  canoe-men  had  found  a  chance,  they  would  infallibly 
have  all  abandoned  us,  to  strike  inland  and  join  the  Indians 
whom  we  discerncYl  by  the  flames  of  the  prairies  to  which 
they  had  set  fire  in  order  to  kill  the  butfalo  more  easily. 

These  animals  are  (irdinai-ily  in  great  numbers  there, 
as  is  easy  to  judge  by  the  bones,  the  horns  and  skulls  that 
we  saw  on  all  sides.  The  ^Nliamis  hunt  them  at  the  end  of 
autumn  in  the  following  manner: 

When  they  see  a  herd,  they  gather  in  great  numbers, 
and  set  fire  to  the  grass  everywhere  around  these  animals, 
except  some  passage  which  they  leave  on  purpose,  and 
where  they  take  post  with  their  bows  and  arroAvs.  The 
buffalo,  seeking  to  escape  the  fire,  are  thus  compelled  to 
pass  near  these  Indians,  who  sometimes  kill  as  many  as 
a  hundred  and  twenty  in  a  day,  all  of  which  they  distribute 
according  to  the  wants  of  the  families;  and  these  Indians 
all  triumph  over  the  massacre  of  so  many  animals,  come 
to  notify  their  women,  who  at  once  proceed  to  bring  in 
the  meat.  Some  of  them  at  times  take  on  their  backs  three 
hundred  pounds  weight,  and  also  throw  their  children  on 
top  of  their  load  which  does  not  seem  to  burthen  them 
more  than  a  soldier's  swoi-d  at  his  side. 

These  animals  have  very  tine  weel  instead  ef  hair,  and 
the  females  have  it  longer  than  the-  males.  Their  horns 
are  almost  all  hhiek'.  much  thicker  than  those  of  cattle  in 
Eui'ope,  but  not  (|uite  so  long.     Their  head  is  of  monstrous 
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si/0;  the  neck  is  viM-y  slmi-l,  hiif  Vfi\\-  tliick,  jmd  sctiiictimcs 
six  h;ni(ls  broad.  They  have  a  liiiiii|i  or  .slight  clcvalioii 
l).'l\V('('ii  the  t\v(i  sliduldcrs.  Tlicii-  ley's  are  yrvy  lliick' 
and  sliorl,  c'ovei-cd  wilk  a  \rvy  Ioiil;  wmA.  On  Ihc  lic;id 
and  l)('t\veeTi  the  lioi'ns  they  have  lonu',  IdacU  hair,  whidi 
falls  oN'cr  tJH'ii'  cN-cs  and  t:'i\-('s  tiicni  a  fcai-rnl  hmk.  The 
jueat  of  tliese  animals  is  xci'y  siiccnicnt.  Tlicy  arc  yrry  I'al 
ill  autumn,  because  all  llie  suimner  lliey  are  up  to  llieir 
necks  in  the  iii-ass.  'I'hese  vast  couiiti-ies  are  so  full  of 
prairies,  that  it  seems  this  is  tlie  clement  and  the  country 
of  the  buft'ak).  'i'heiv  are  at  near  intervals  some  \v(;o(l,s 
where  these  animals  retire  to  I'uminate,  and  to  yet  out  of 
the  heat  of  the  sun.  These  wild  cattle  or  l)ulls  change 
country  accordin^i'  to  the  season  and  the  diversity  of  cli- 
mate. AVhen  they  approach  the  northern  lands  and  bep-in 
to  feel  the  beginning  of  winter,  they  pass  to  the  southern 
lands.  They  follow  one  anoth(>r  on  the  way  sometimes 
for  a  league.  They  all  lie  down  in  the  same  place,  and 
their  resting  ground  is  often  full  of  wild  purslaiu.  which 
we  have  sometimes  eaten.  The  paths  by  which  they  have 
passed  are  beaten  like  our  great  roads  in  Europe,  and  no 
grass  grows  there.  They  cross  rivers  and  streams.  The 
wild  cows  go  to  the  islands  to  prevent  the  wolves  from 
•eating  their  calves;  and  even  when  the  calves  can  run,  the 
wolves  would  not  venture  to  approach  them,  as  the  cows 
would  exterminate  them.  The  Indians  have  this  fore- 
cast not  to  drive  these  animals  entirely  from  their  coun- 
tries, to  pursue  only  those  who  are  wounded  by  arrows,  and 
the  others  that  escape,  they  suffer  to  go  at  liberty  without 
pursuing  them  further  in  order  not  to  alarm  tlicm  too  much. 
And  although  these  Indians  of  these  vast  continents  arc 
naturally  given  to  destroy  the  animals,  they  have  never 
b(M'n  able  to  exterminate  these  wild  cattle,  for  however 
much  th<w  hunt  them  these  beasts  multiply  so  that  they 
return   in  still   gi'cater  numb(M's  tlu^  following  vear. 
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The  Indian  women  spin  on  the  distaft'  the  wool  of  these 
cattle,  out  of  which  they  make  bags  to  carry  the  meat, 
boucanned  and  sometimes  dried  in  the  sun,  which  these 
women  keep  frequently  for  three  or  four  months  of  the 
year,  and  although  they  have  no  salt,  they  dry  it  so  well 
that  the  meat  undergoes  no  corruption ;  four  months  after 
they  have  thus  dressed  this  meat,  one  would  say  on  eating 
it  that  the  animals  had  just  been  killed,  and  we  drank  the 
broth  with  tliem  instead  of  water  which  is  the  ordinary 
drink  of  all  the  nations  of  America,  who  have  no  intci-- 
course  with  Europeans. 

The  ordinary  skins  of  these  wild  cattle  weigh  from  one 
hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The  Indians 
cut  off  the  back  and  the  neck  part  which  is  the  tliickest 
part  of  the  skin,  and  they  take  only  the  thinnest  part  of 
the  belly,  which  they  dress  very  neatly,  with  the  brains 
of  all  kinds  of  animals,  by  means  of  which  they  render  it 
as  supple  as  our  chamois  skins  dressed  with  oil.  They 
paint  it  witli  different  colors,  trim  it  with  white  and  red 
porcupine  quills,  and  make  robes  of  it  to  parade  in  their 
feasts.  In  winter  they  use  them  to  cover  themselves  espec- 
ially at  night.  Their  robes  which  are  full  of  curly  wool 
have  a  very  pleasing  appearance. 

When  the  Indians  have  killed  any  cows,  the  little  calves 
follow  the  hunters,  and  go  and  lick  their  hands  or  fingers^ 
[and]  these  Indians  sometimes  take  them  to  their  children 
and  after  they  have  played  with  them  they  knock  them  on 
the  head  to  eat  them.  They  preserve  the  hoofs  of  all 
these  little  animals,  dry  them  and  fasten  them  to  rods,. 
and  in  their  dances  they  shake  and  rattle  them,  according 
to  the  various  postures  and  motions  of  the  singtM-s  and 
dancers.    This  machine  somewhat  resembles  a  tambour. 

These  little  animals  might  easily  be  domesticated  and 
used  to  plough  the  land. 
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These  wild  cattle  subsist  in  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
Wheu  they  are  surprised  by  wintei*  and  cannot  reach 
in  lime  tlic  southci'n  land  and  the  waiMii  country,  and  the 
ground  is  all  covered  with  snow,  they  have  the  tact  to 
turn  up  and  throw  asidi'  the  snow,  to  cro])  the  j^rass  hid- 
den beneath.  They  are  heai'd  lowing',  but  not  as  coiii- 
monly  as   in   Pairojx'. 

These  wild  cattk^  are  much  larticr  in  body  than  ours 
in  Europe,  especially  in  the  forepart.  This  great  bulk, 
however,  does  not  prevent  theii*  moving  very  fast,  so  that 
there  are  very  few  Indians  who  can  run  them  down.  These 
bulls  often  kill  those  who  have  wounded  them.  In  the  .sea- 
sou  you  see  herds  of  two  and  even  four  hundred. 

^fany  other  kinds  of  animals  are  found  in  these  vast 
plains  of  Louisiana,  stags,  deer,  beaver  and  otter  are  com- 
mon there,  geese,  swans,  turtles,  poules  d'inde,  parrots, 
partridges,  and  many  other  birds  swarm  there,  the  fishery 
is  very  abundant,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  exti-a- 
ordinary.  There  are  boundless  prairies  interspersed  with 
forests  of  tall  trees,  where  there  are  all  sorts  of  building 
timber,  and  among  the  rest  excellent  oak,  full  like  that  in 
France  and  very  different  from  that  in  Canada.  The 
trees  are  of  prodigious  girth  and  height,  and  you  could 
nnd  the  finest  pieces  in  the  world  for  ship  building  which 
can  be  carried  on  upon  the  spot,  and  wood  could  be  brought 
as  ballast  in  the  ships  to  build  all  the  vessels  of  France, 
which  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  State  and  would  give 
the  trees  in  our  nearly  exhausted  forests  time  to  grow  again. 

Several  kinds  of  fruit  trees  are  also  to  be  seen  in  the 
forests,  and  wild  grape  vines  which  produce  clusters  about 
a  foot  and  a  half  long  which  ripen  perfectly,  and  of  which 
very  good  wine  can  be  made.  There  are  also  to  be  seen 
fields  covered  with  very  good  hemp,  which  grows  there 
naturally  to  a  height  of  six  or  seven  feet.  To  conclude,  by 
the   experiments   that   we   have   made   among   the   Islinois 
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ami  the  Isati,  we  arc  convinced  lliat  llic  soil  is  capable  of 
])r()tluciji^  all  kinds  of  ffuits,  herbs  and  firain,  and  in 
yreater  abundance  lliaii  llie  best  lands  in  Europe.  The 
<iii'  tliei'c  is  vei'\'  lenipeiale  and  liealthy,  the  country  is 
watei'cd  by  couiilless  lakes,  rivers  and  streams,  most  of 
■which  are  navii:able.  One  is  scarcely  troubled  at  all  by 
mus(|uite.es  or  other  noxious  creatures,  and  by  cullivalinu 
the  ground.  ])eople  could  subsist  there  from  the  second 
year,  independent  of  ])rovisions  from  p]uroy)e. 

'^riiis  vast  contineiil  will  l)e  able  in  a  slioi't  time  to  snjjpiy 
all  oui'  West  India  islands  with  bread,  wine  and  meat, 
and  our  l''i'encli  bnceanecM's  and  fillibusters  will  be  able  to 
kill  wild  caltle  in  u'reater  abundance  in  Louisiana  than  in 
all  the  rest  of  the  islands  which  they  occupy. 

There  are  mines  of  coal,  slate,  iron  and  the  lumps  of 
pure  red  cop|)er.  which  are  found  in  various  places,  indi- 
cate that  there  are  mines  and  perhaps  other  metals  and 
minerals,  which  will  one  day  be  discovered,  inasmuch  as 
a  salt  and  ainm  spi'inu'  has  already  been  found  amoup;  the 
Irocjuois. 

We  contiinied  oui-  I'oute  on  the  river  Seisiiielay  during; 
the  rest  of  the  month  of  December;  and  at  last,  after  having 
sailed  for  a  hundred  and  twenty  or  a  hundred  and  thirty 
leaunes  from  Lake  Dauphin  on  the  River  Seiarnelay,  we 
arrived  at  the  villaiie  of  the  Islinois  towards  the  close  of 
the  month  of  December,  1()79.  We  killed  on  the  river 
bank  only  a  siuizle  buifalo,  and  some  ponies  d'inde,  be- 
cansc  the  Lidians  havinu'  set  tire  to  the  dry  i^rass  of  all  the 
prairies  on  our  route,  tlie  deer  had  taken  fi"ip:ht,  and  with 
all  the  skill  adopted  in  huntini;',  we  subsisted  only  by  a 
pui'c  Providence  of  God,  who  gives  strength  at  one  time 
that  he  does  not  at  another,  and  by  the  greatest  happi- 
ness i7i  the  world,  when  we  had  nothing'  any  more  to  eat, 
we  fonnd  an  enoi'mons  buffalo  mired  on   the  bank  of  the 
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river,  tli.-it   twcKc  ol'  our  iiu'ii   luid   (lit'licully   iu  draif^'iug 
to  solitl  lirouud   witli  ;i  c'al)l('. 

Tliis  Islinois  villaiie  is  sitiialcd  at  I'diiy  decrees  oil 
latitude  |  aloiiL;  the  shallows  hclow  Ottawa.  Hi.]  in  a  soiiie- 
■wliid  inarsliy  plain,  autl  on  the  I'iuht  |()i'  north  |  bank  ol' 
a  river  as  hi-oad  as  the  Seine  l)et"()re  Paris,  which  is  divided 
by  very  bcaiilii'iil  islands.  It  eoidains  Tour  hundred  and 
sixty  cabins,  made  like  Icii!^'  arhors  and  covered  with 
donble  mats  ol'  flat  llaus.  so  well  sewed,  thai  lhe\'  ai'c  never 
penetrated  by  the  wind,  snow  oi'  rain.  Hach  cabin  has 
fonr  or  tive  fii'es.  and  each  tire  has  otic  or  two  families, 
who  all  live  toi.;ether  in  a  good  understanding. 

As  we  had  foreseen,  we  found  the  village  empty,  all  the 
Indians  having  gone  to  pass  the  winter  hunting  in  vari- 
otis  i)iaees  according  to  their  custom.  Their  absence, 
nevertheless,  put  us  in  great  end3arrassment ;  provision.^ 
failed  and  we  dtirst  not  take  the  Indian  corn  which  the 
Islinois  hide  in  trenches  under  ground  to  preserve  it.  and 
use  on  their  return  from  the  limit  for  planting  and  sub- 
sistence till  harvest.  This  stock  is  extremely  precious  in 
their  eyes,  and  you  could  not  give  them  greater  oft'ense 
than  by  touching  it  in  their  absence.  Nevertheless,  as 
there  was  no  possibility  of  our  risking  a  further  descent 
without  food,  and  the  fire  that  had  been  set  to  the  prairies 
had  driven  off  all  the  animals,  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  resolved 
to  take  twenty  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  hoping  that  he  would 
be  able  to  ap])(^ase  the  Islinois  by  some  means. 

The  same  day  we  re-embarked  with  this  new  supply,  and 
for  four  days  we  descended  the  same  rivei-.  which  i-uns 
south  by  west. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  year  1G79  [16801,  discovering  (me 
of  our  deserters,  of  whom  I  have  heretofore  spoken,  and 
that  he  had  returned  to  us,  only  to  seduce  our  men,  who, 
moreover,  were  disposed  to  abandon  us,  through  the  fear 
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they  had  of  sulfering  hunger  during  the  winter,  I  made 
an  exhortation  after  the  mass,  wishing  a  happy  New  Year 
to  the  Sieur  de  hi  Salle  and  all  our  party,  and  after  the 
most  touching  words,  I  begged  all  our  malcontents  to  arm 
themselves  with  patience,  representing  to  them  that  God 
would  provide  for  all  our  wants,  and  that  if  we  lived  in 
concert.  He  would  raise  up  means  to  enable  us  to  subsist. 
Father  Gabriel,  Father  Zeiiobius  and  I  embraced  them  with 
the  most  atfectionate  sentiments,  encouraging  them  to  con- 
tinue so  im[)ortant  a  discovery. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  while  crossing  a 
little  lake  [upper  Peoria  Lake],  formed  by  the  river,  we 
observed  smoke,  which  showed  us  that  the  Indians  were 
cabined  near  there.  In  fact,  on  the  fifth,  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  we  saw  on  both  sides  of  the  river  a  nimi- 
ber  of  parrakeets  [pirogues  or  wooden  canoes]  and  about 
eighty  cabins  full  of  Indians,  who  did  not  perceive  our 
canoes,  until  we  doubled  a  point,  behind  which  the  Islinois 
were  camped  within  half  gun  shot.  We  were  in  eight 
canoes,  abreast,  all  our  men  arms  in  hand,  and  allowing 
ourselves  to  go  with  the  current  of  the  river. 

We  first  gave  the  cry  according  to  the  custom  of  these 
nations,  as  though  to  ask  whether  they  wished  peace  or 
war,  because  it  was  very  important  to  show  resolution  at 
the  outset.  At  first  the  old  men,  the  women  and  children 
took  flight  across  the  woods  by  which  the  i-iver  is  bordered, 
the  warriors  ran  to  arms,  but  with  so  nuich  confusion, 
that  before  they  recovered  themselves,  our  canoes  had 
touched  land.  The  Sieur  de  la  Stile  was  the  first  to  leap 
ashore. 

The  Indians  might  have  been  routed  in  the  disorder 
they  were  in;  but  as  this  was  not  our  design,  we  halted 
in  order  to  give  the  Islinois  time  to  regain  confidence. 
One  of  their  chiefs  who  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
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aud  who  liad  observed  tluit  we  had  refrained  from  liriiig 
t)U  seven  or  eight  Indians  whom  we  might  easily  have 
killed,  began  a  harangue  to  stop  the  young  men  who  were 
preparing  to  discharge  arrows  across  the  river.  Those  who 
were  encamped  on  the  si(U»  wliere  we  had  hmded,  and  who 
had  taken  tii'^lil  ;it  lii'st.  having  understood  the  situation, 
siiit  two  of  the  cliicr  men  among  them  to  present  the  calumet 
from  the  loj)  of  .1  hill;  soon  after  those  who  wei-e  on  the 
(.ithcr  side  did  the  same  thing  and  then  we  gave  them  to  un- 
derstand that  we  accepted  the  peace;  and  at  the  same  time  I 
proceeded  in  haste  with  h'ather  Zenobius  in  the  direction  of 
the  Indians  who  had  taken  flight,  taking  their  children  by 
the  hand,  who  were  all  trembling  with  fear ;  we  manifested 
nnu'h  affection  for  them,  entering  with  the  old  men  and 
the  mothers  into  the  cabins,  taking  compassion  on  these 
souls,  which  are  going  to  destruction,  being  deprived  of 
the  word  of  God  and  lacking  missionaries.  The  joy  of 
l)(ith  was  as  great  as  their  fear  had  been  violent;  that  of 
some  having  been  such  that  it  was  two  days  before  they 
returned  from  the  places  to  which  they  had  gone  to  hide. 

After  the  rejoicings,  the  dances  and  feasts  to  which 
they  devoted  the  day,  we  assembled  the  chiefs  of  the  vil- 
lages, which  were  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  we  made  known 
by  our  interpreter  that  we,  Recollects,  had  not  come  among 
them  to  gather  beaver,  but  to  give  them  a  knowledge  of  the 
great  blaster  of  Life,  and  to  instruct  their  children;  that 
we  1  ad  left  our  country,  which  was  beyond  the  sea,  to  come 
and  dwell  among  them,  and  to  be  of  the  number  of  their 
greatest  friends. 

AVc  heard  a  great  chorus  of  voices,  Tepatoui  Nicka,  which 
means:  "See  what  is  good  my  brother;  you  have  a  mind 
well  made  to  conceive  this  thought,"  and  at  the  same  time 
they  rubbed  our  legs  down  to  the  sole  of  the  feet  near  the 
fire  with  beai''s  oil  and  buffalo  grease  to  relieve  our  fatigue. 
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They  i)ii1  llic  Hrst  three  morsels  of  iiii;i1  in  our  nioutli  with 
('xtraoriliiiai'\'  marks  of  fi'iendship. 

Immediatfly  after,  the  Sieiir  dc  hi  Salle  made  them  a 
present  of  tobacco  and  some  axes.  He  told  them  that  he 
had  convoked  them  to  treat  of  an  attair  which  he  wished  to 
explain  to  them,  before  he  spoke  to  them  of  any  other;  that 
lie  knew  how  necessary  corn  was  to  them;  that  nevertheless, 
the  want  of  provisions  in  which  he  found  himself  on  arriv- 
ing at  their  villaue.  and  the  impossibility  of  finding  any 
game  on  the  j)i-airi('s.  had  obliged  him  to  take  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  Indian  corn,  which  lie  had  in  his  canoes,  and  which  he 
had  not  ye;  touched;  that  if  they  were  willing  to  leave  it  in 
his  hands,  he  would  give  them  in  exchange  axes  and  other 
things  which  they  needed,  and  that  if  they  could  not  spare 
it  they  were  free  to  take  it  back :  but  that  if  they  could  not 
supply  him  the  provisions  necessary  for  his  subsistence  and 
that  of  his  men.  he  would  go  to  their  neighbors  the  Osages, 
v.ho  would  furnish  him  some  on  paying  for  it.  and  that  in 
return  he  would  leave  with  them  the  blacksmith  whom  he 
liad  l)rouglit  to  mend  their  axes  and  other  instruments. 

lie  spoke  to  them  in  this  manner,  because  he  was  well 
aware  that  the  Islinois  would  not  fail  to  be  jealous  of  the 
advantages  that  the  French  might  give  their  neighbors,  and 
especially  that  they  would  derive  from  a  blacksmith,  of 
whom  they  were  themselves  excessively  in  need.  They  ac- 
cordingly accepted  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy  the 
payment  that  he  oifered  them  for  their  Indian  corn.  Thev 
even  gave  more  and  earnestly  begged  us  to  settle  among 
them. 

AVe  answered  that  we  would  do  so  willingly.  l)ut  that  as 
the  Iroquois  were  subjects  of  the  king  and  consequently  our 
brethren,  we  could  not  make  war  on  them :  that  for  this  rea- 
son we  exhorted  them  to  make  peace  with  that  nation,  that 
we  would  Hid  them  to  do  so.  and  that  if  in  spite  of  our  re- 
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iiionstraiiees,  tliat  liaup-hty  nation  came  to  attack  them,  we 
Avonid  defend  them  ])rovi<U>d  tliey  ]>ei'mitted  ns  to  Imild  a 
foft,  ill  which  we  cduhl  iiiiikc  liead  aj?ainst  the  Trcxiuois  with 
the  few  Frencliiiieii  Ihat  we  had  ;  that  we  would  even  furnish, 
them  arms  and  ammunition,  provided  they  used  them  only 
\v  n'lx'l  llicii- ciu'iiiics,  and  did  ii<i1  employ  |thciii]  against 
tlie  nations  that  lived  under  the  protection  of  the  kin<i'  whom 
tlie  Indians  call  the  (ireat  Chief  who  is  beyond  the  ^reat 
lake. 

AVe  then  added  that  wt^  also  intended  to  brin^'  over  otliei- 
Frenchmen  who  would  protect  them  from  the  attacks  of  all 
their  enemies  and  would  furnish  all  that  they  needed;  that 
we  were  hindered  only  by  the  leniith  and  difficulty  of  the 
way.  That  to  surmount  this  obstacle,  we  had  resolved  to 
build  a  great  wooden  canoe  to  sail  down  to  the  sea,  and 
bring  them  all  kinds  of  merchandise  by  that  shorter  and 
more  easy  way.  But  as  this  enterprise  required  a  great, 
outlay,  we  wished  to  learn  whether  their  river  was  navigable- 
to  the  sea,  and  whether  other  Europeans  dwelt  near  its 
mouth.  , 

The  Islinois  replied  that  they  accepted  all  our  proposals, 
and  that  they  would  assist  us  as  far  as  they  could.  Then 
they  gave  a  description  of  the  river  Colbert  or  Meschasipi ; 
they  told  us  wonders  of  its  width  and  beauty,  and  they 
assured  us  that  the  navigation  was  free  and  easy,  and  that 
there  were  no  Europeans  near  its  mouth;  but  what  most 
convinced  us  that  this  river  was  navigable,  is  that  they 
named  four  nations  to  us,  of  whom  there  is  mention  in  the 
Relation  of  the  Voyage  of  Ferdinand  Soto,  in  Florida; 
these  are  the  Tula,  Casquin,  Cicaca  and  Daminoia.  They 
added  that  prisoners  whom  they  had  taken  in  war  in  the 
direction  of  the  sea  said  that  they  had  seen  ships  far  out 
which  made  discharges  that  resembled  thunder,  but  that 
they  were  not  settled  on  the  coast,  because  if  they  were  tliei'e 
~G 
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they  [the  Indians]  wouhl  not  neglect  to  go  and  trade  with 
them,  the  sea  being  distant  only  twenty  days  in  their  can- 
oes. 

The  day  passed  in  this  way  to  our  mutual  satisfaction, 
but  things  did  not  remain  long  in  this  state. 

The  next  day  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  iMiamis,  named 
Monso,  arrived  accompanied  by  five  or  six  others  loaded 
Avith  kettles,  axes  and  knives,  in  order  by  these  presents  to 
prepai-e  the  mind  of  the  Islinois  to  believe  what  he  was  to 
say  to  them.  He  secretly  assembled  the  sachems  and  as- 
sured them  that  we  intended  to  go  and  join  their  enemies, 
who  live  beyond  the  great  river  Colbert,  that  we  would  fur- 
nish them  arms  and  ammunition  and  that  after  having  as- 
sembled them  we  would  join  the  Iroquois,  and  hem  them 
in  on  all  sides  to  exterminate  them  entirely;  that  we  were 
friends  of  the  Iroquois,  that  the  French  had  a  fort  in  the 
midst  of  the  Iroquois  country,  that  we  would  furnish  them 
:^rms  and  powder,  and  that  there  was  no  other  means  of 
::avoiding  their  ruin  than  by  preventing  our  voyage,  or  ai. 
least  delaying  it,  because  a  part  of  our  men  would  soon 
.abandon  us,  and  that  they  sliould  not  believe  anything  we 
jniglit  tell  them. 

After  having  said  many  things  of  the  kind,  the  Miami 
■chief  returned  by  night  with  as  much  secrecy  as  he  came, 
lest  we  might  discover  all  this  mysteiy. 

Xin'ertheless  one  of  the  Islinois  chiefs  named  Omaouha, 
wlioHi  we  had  gained  on  arriving  by  a  present  of  two  axes 
and  three  knives,  came  to  see  us  the  next  morning  and  se- 
ci'etly  informed  us  of  all  that  had  passed.  We  thanked 
him,  and  to  induce  him  to  keep  us  informed  of  all  that  went 
on,  we  made  him  a  new  present  of  powder  and  lead,  easily 
judging  that  this  Miamis  had  been  sent  and  instructed  by 
other  Frenchmen,  jealous  of  our  success,  because  this  Monso 
did  not  know  us,  and  had  not  even  been  within  four  hundred 
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leagues  of  Fort  Frontenae,  and  that  nevertheless,  he  had 
spoken  of  our  affairs  with  as  niueli  detiiil  and  eircunistanti- 
ality  as  though  he  had  know  n  us  all  his  life. 

This  affair  gave  us  all  tlu;  more  uneasiness,  because  we 
knew  that  Indians  are  naturally  suspicious,  and  because 
many  bad  impressions  had  already  been  made  on  our  men 
to  induce  them  to  desert,  as  six  of  their  comrades  had  al- 
ready done  at  one  stroke. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Nicanape,  brother  of 
Chassagouasse,  the  most  important  of  the  Islinois  chiefs, 
who  was  then  absent,  invited  us  all  to  a  feast,  and  when  all 
were  seated  in  the  cabin,  Nicanape  took  the  word,  and  made 
us  an  address  very  dift'erent  from  those  which  the  sachems 
had  made  us  at  his  arrival,  saying  that  he  had  not  in\ated 
us,  so  much  to  give  us  good  cheer  as  to  cure  our  mind  of  the 
disease  which  we  had,  wishing  to  descend  the  great  river, 
which  no  one  had  ever  yet  done  without  perishing  there; 
that  its  banks  were  inhabited  by  an  infinite  number  of 
barbarous  nations,  who  would  overwhelm  the  French  by 
their  numbers,  whatever  arms  and  whatever  valor  they 
might  possess ;  that  this  river  was  full  of  monsters,  tritons, 
crocodiles  and  serpents,  and  even  if  the  size  of  our  canoe 
should  protect  us  from  this  danger,  there  was  another  and 
inevitable  one,  that  the  lower  part  of  the  river  was  full  of 
falls  and  precipices  with  a  current  above  them  so  evident 
that  men  go  down  helplessly,  and  that  all  these  precipices 
ended  in  a  gulf  where  the  river  was  lost  under  ground,  with- 
out any  one's  knowing  whither  it  went.  He  added  to  this 
so  many  circumstances  and  pronounced  his  address  so  seri- 
ously with  so  many  marks  of  good  will,  that  our  men  who 
were  not  at  all  accustomed  to  the  manners  of  the  Indians, 
and  two  of  whom  understood  the  language,  were  shaken 
by  it. 

We  marked  their  apprehension  in  their  faces,  but  as  it  is 
not  the  custom  to  interrupt  Indians,  and  by  doing  so  we 
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v/ould  only  liave  increased  the  suspicion  of  our  men,  we  let 
him  finish  his  sj)eech  in  peace,  and  then  we  re|)lie(l  without 
any  emotion,  that  we  were  very  much  obliged  to  liim  for 
the  inlonii.-itidn  lie  gave  us,  and  that  we  should  acquire  all 
the  more  iih)ry  if  we  found  difficulties  to  overcome;  that  we 
all  served  the  great  blaster  of  the  life  of  men,  and  him  who 
-svas  the  greatest  of  all  the  chiefs  who  commanded  beyond 
the  sea  ;  that  we  esteemed  ourselves  happy  to  die  while  bear- 
ing the  name  of  both  to  the  very  end  of  the  earth ;  but  that 
we  feared  that  all  he  had  told  us  was  only  an  invention  of 
his  friendship  to  prevent  our  leaving  his  nation,  or  rather 
that  it  was  only  an  artifice  of  some  evil  spirit  who  had 
given  them  some  distrust  of  our  plans,  although  they  were 
full  of  sincerity ;  that  if  the  Islinois  had  any  real  friendship 
for  us  they  should  not  dissemble  the  grounds  of  their  un- 
easiness, from  which  we  should  endeavor  to  deliver  them, 
that  otherAvise  we  should  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
friendship  they  manifested  for  us  on  our  arrival  was  only 
on  their  lips. 

Nicanape  remained  unable  to  reply,  and  presenting  us 
food  changed  his  discourse. 

After  the  meal  our  interpreter  took  up  the  word  again 
and  told  him  that  we  were  not  surprised  that  their  neigh- 
bors became  jealous  of  the  advantages  that  they  would  re- 
ceive from  the  trade  which  they  were  going  to  have  with  the 
French,  nor  that  they  should  spread  reports  to  our  damage, 
but  tliat  lie  was  astonished  to  see  them  so  easj'  to  give  them 
ci'edence,  and  that  they  concealed  them  from  the  French, 
who  had  so  frankly  revealed  to  them  all  their  designs. 

"We  were  not  asleep,  brother,"  he  added,  addressing 
Nicanape,  "when  Monso  spoke  to  you  in  secret  at  night  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  French,  whom  he  depicted  to  you  as 
spies  of  the  Iroquois.  The  presents  that  he  made  you 
to  convince  you  of  his  lies  are  still  secreted  in  this  cabin. 
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Why  did  he  take  Hitiht  iinniediaU'ly  afterwards?  Why  did 
he  not  show  hiiiisclf  by  day  if  he  had  only  trnth  to  tell? 
Have  yon  not  sei'ii  llinl  a1  our  an-ival  we  iiii'j,h1  lia\r  killed 
youi'  nephews,  and  that  in  the  eonl'iision  prevailinti'  aiuoii<; 
them,  we  niiL;ht  have  done  alone  what  they  wish  to  persuade 
you  we  will  execute  with  the  help  of  the  Iroquois,  after  we 
are  settled  among  you,  and  liave  Ini'med  a  friendship  with 
your  nation? 

"At  this  moment  that  I  am  addressing  you,  eould  not  our 
Freneli  kill  all  ot:'  yon.  old  men  that  you  are,  while  your 
young  men  ai-e  off  at  the  hunt?  Do  you  not  know  that  the 
Iroquois,  whom  you  fear,  have  experienced  the  valor  of  the 
French  and  that  consequently  we  should  not  need  their 
help  if  we  intended  to  make  war  on  you? 

"But  to  cure  your  mind  entirely,  run  after  this  imposter, 
whom  we  will  wait  here  to  convict  and  confound.  How 
does  he  know  us  since  he  has  never  seen  us,  and  how  can  he 
know  the  plots  which  he  says  we  have  formed  with  the 
Iroquois,  whom  he  knows  as  little  as  he  does  us?  Look  at 
our  stores;  they  are  only  tools  and  goods  that  can  but  serve 
us  to  do  you  good,  and  which  are  not  suited  either  for  attack- 
ing or  for  retreating." 

These  words  influenced  them  and  induced  them  to  dis- 
patch runners  after  INIonso  to  bring  him  back,  but  the  heavy 
snow  that  fell  by  night  b-^fure  and  which  covered  his  tracks, 
prevented  their  overtaking  him.  Nevertheless,  our  French- 
men, who  had  been  alarmed  already,  were  not  relieved  of 
their  false  fears.  Six  of  them  who  W'Cre  on  guard,  and 
among  them  two  pit-sawyers,  without  whom  we  could  not 
make  a  bark  to  go  to  sea,  fled  the  next  night,  after  ha\ing 
carried  off  whatever  they  thought  likely  to  be  necessary  to 
them,  and  exposed  themselves  to  a  danger  of  perishing  and 
dying  of  hunger  much  more  certain  than  that  which  they 
sought  to  avoid. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  havinu-  gone  out  of  his  cal)in  in  the 
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morniiitr  and  finding  no  one  on  duty,  he  entered  the  cabins 
of  his  men,  and  found  one  where  there  was  only  a  single 
man  left,  whom  his  comrades  had  not  notified,  because  he 
was  suspected  by  them.  He  called  them  all  together  and 
asked  for  information  in  regard  to  these  deserters.  Then  he 
expressed  his  displeasure  that  they  should  have  deserted 
against  the  King's  orders,  and  all  justice,  and  abandon  him 
at  the  time  when  they  were  most  necessary  to  him,  after  he 
had  done  everything  for  them.  To  counteract  the  bad  im- 
pression that  this  desertion  might  produce  in  the  mind  of 
the  Islinois  he  ordered  them  to  say  that  their  comrades  had 
gone  off  by  his  order,  and  said  that  he  was  well  able  to 
pursue  and  punish  them  as  an  example,  but  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  let  the  Indians  know  how  little  fidelity  there  was 
among  the  French. 

He  exhorted  them  to  be  more  faithful  to  him  than  these 
runaways,  and  not  to  go  to  such  extremes  through  fear  of 
the  dangers  which  Nicanape  had  falsely  exaggerated  to 
them ;  that  he  did  not  intend  to  take  with  him  any  but  those 
who  would  wish  to  accompany  him  willingly,  and  that  he 
would  give  them  his  word  to  leave  the  others  at  liberty  in 
the  spring  to  return  to  Canada,  whither  they  might  go  with- 
out risk  and  by  canoe,  whereas  they  could  not  then  under- 
take it,  but  with  evident  peril  of  their  lives,  and  with  the 
disgrace  of  having  basely  abandoned  him,  by  a  conspiracy 
which  could  not  remain  unpunished  on  their  arrival  in  Can- 
ada. 

He  endeavored  to  reassure  them  in  this  way,  but  know- 
ing their  inconstancy,  and  dissembling  the  chagrin  he  felt 
at  theii'  lack  of  resolution,  he  resolved  to  remove  them  from 
the  Indians,  to  preclude  any  new  subornations,  and  in 
order  to  make  them  consent  without  murmuring,  he  told 
them  that  they  Avere  not  in  security  among  the  Islinois ;  that 
moreover  such  a  stay  exposed  Hkmh  1o  the  arms  of  the  Iro- 


FRENCH    EXPLORATIONS    1673-1682  87 

quois,  who  perhaps  nii^lit  come  before  winter  to  attack  the 
village,  that  the  Islinois  were  not  capable  of  making  any  re- 
sistance to  them,  that  apparently  they  would  take  flight  at 
the  first  shock,  and  that  the  Iroquois  wouhl  not  be  able  to 
o\ertake  them,  because  the  Islinois  run  nmch  fastei-  than 
they  do;  tliey  would  vent  their  rage  on  the  French,  whose 
small  number  would  be  incapable  of  making  head  against 
these  savages ;  that  there  was  only  one  remedy,  and  tliat  was 
tc  fortify  themselves  in  some  post  easy  of  defense ;  tliat  lie 
had  found  one  of  this  kind  near  the  village,  wliei'e  they 
would  be  proof  against  the  insults  of  the  Islinois  and  the 
arms  of  the  Iroquois,  who  would  not  be  able  to  storm  them 
there,  and  who  for  this  reason  would  not  undertake  to  at- 
t?ick  them. 

These  reasons  and  some  others  of  that  kind  which  I  made 
them,  persuaded  them,  and  brought  all  to  work  with,  a  good 
grace  in  building  a  fort  which  was  called  Crevecoeur,  situ- 
ated four  days'  journey  from  the  great  village  of  the  Islin- 
ois, descending  towards  the  river  Colbert. 

A  great  thaw^  having  set  in  on  the  15th  of  January  and 
rendered  the  river  free  below  the  \allage,  the  Sieur  de  la 
Salle  begged  me  to  accompany  him,  and  we  proceeded  with 
one  of  our  canoes  to  the  place  which  we  were  going  to  select 
to  work  at  this  little  fort.  [Hennepin  and  Membre's  maps 
show  it  to  be  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  river.— IT.  AY.  B.] 
It  Avas  a  little  mound  about  two  hundred  paces  distant  from 
the  bank  of  the  river  which  in  the  season  of  the  rains,  ex- 
tends to  the  foot  of  it;  two  broad,  deep  ravines  protected  two 
other  sides  and  a  part  of  the  fourth,  which  we  completely 
entrenched  by  a  ditcli  which  united  the  two  ravines.  Their 
exterior  slope,  w'hich  served  as  a  counterscarp,  was  fortified, 
we  made  chevaux  de  frise  and  cut  this  eminence  down  steep 
on  all  sides,  and  the  earth  was  supported  as  much  as  was 
necessary  with  strong  pieces  of  timber,  with  thick  ]>lanks, 
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and  to]-  Icai-  of  any  sui'pi'ise  we  i)lantecl  a  stockade  around, 
the  timbers  of  wliicli  were  twenty-five  feet  long  and  a  foot 
thick. 

The  sunniiit  of  the  iii<Mni<i  was  Icfl  in  it.>  natui'al  figure, 
which  formed  an  irreguhir  square,  and  we  contented  our- 
selves with  putting'  on  the  edge  a  good  parapet  of  earth  cap- 
able of  covering  all  our  force,  whose  barracks  were  placed 
in  Iwo  of  the  angles  of  this  fort,  in  order  tliat  they  might 
be  always  ready  in  case  of  attack. 

Fathers  Gabriel,  Zenoble  and  I  lodged  in  a  cabin  cov- 
ered witli  boai'ds,  which  Ave  adjusted  with  the  help  of  our 
Avorkmen  and  in  Avhich  Ave  retired  after  Avork,  our  people 
for  eA'ening  and  morning  prayer,  and  Avhere,  being  unable 
any  longer  to  say  mass,  the  Avine  Avhich  Ave  had  made  from 
the  large  grapes  of  the  country  having  just  failed  us,  we 
contented  ourselves  wath  singing  Vespers  on  holidays  and 
Sundays  and  preaching  after  morning  prayers. 

The  forge  Avas  set  up  along  the  curtain  Avliich  faced  the 
Avood.  The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  posted  himself  in  the  middle 
Avith  the  Sieur  de  Tonty;  and  Avood  Avas  cut  doAvn  to  make 
charcoal  for  the  blacksmith. 

While  they  Avere  engaged  at  this  AVork,  Ave  Avere  think- 
ing constantly  only  of  our  exploration,  and  we  saAV  that 
the  building  of  a  bark  Avould  be  very  difficult  on  account 
of  the  (h'sertion  of  the  pit-sawyei's.  It  oecurrtHl  to  us  one 
day,  to  tell  our  people  that  if  there  Avas  a  man  of  good 
Avill  among  them,  Avho  Avas  Avilling  to  try  and  make  sheath- 
ing {)lanks  there  Avas  hope  of  succeeding,  with  a  little  more 
labor  and  time,  and  that  at  tlie  Avorst  Ave  should  after  all 
only  si)oil   a   few. 

Immediately  two  of  our  men  offered  to  Avork  at  it.  Tlu^ 
trial  Avas  made  and  they  succeeded  pretty  Avell,  although 
tliey  had  never  before  undertaken  a  similar  piece  of  Avork. 
We  began  a  bark  of  forty-tAA^o  feet  keel,  and  only  tweh'e 
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broad.  AVe  pushed  on  tin'  wnvk  with  so  iinicli  care,  that 
notwithstaiidiiiy  the  l)iiiltliiig'  oi'  Fort  C'revct'oeur,  the 
sheathiiiy  was  sawed,  all  the  wood  of  the  bai-k  ready  and 
curved,  in  the  fii-st  of  the  niouth  of  Maicli. 

It  is  to  he  remarked  that  in  the  (Miuiitry  of  the  Isliuois, 
the  winter  is  not  more  severe  than  in  I'l'ovcMiee,  l)ut  that 
of  the  years  1679  |aud  1680J,  the  snow  lasted  more  than 
twenty  days,  whieh  was  an  extraordinary  sui'])rise  to  the 
Indians,  wlio  had  not  yet  experienced  so  severe  a  winter,, 
so  that  the  Sieur  de  hi  Salle  and  I  saw  ourselves  exposed 
to  new  hardships,  whieh  will  i)erhaps  appear  incredible  to 
those  who  have  no  expcn-ience  in  g'reat  voyages  and  new 
discoveries. 

Fort  Crevecoenr  was  almost  completed,  all  the  wood  had 
been  prepared  to  complete  the  bark,  but  we  had  neither 
rigging  nor  sails,  nor  iron  enough;  we  heard  no  tidings 
•of  the  bark  which  we  had  left  on  Lake  Dauphin  nor  of  tlie 
men  who  had  ])een  sent  to  learn  what  had  become  of  lier. 
J\reanwhile  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  saw  that  suiinner  was 
approaching,  and  that  if  he  waited  uselessly  some  months 
more,  our  enterprise  would  be  retarded  a  year,  and  per- 
haps two  or  three,  because  being  so  far  from  Canada,  he 
could  not  put  his  affairs  in  any  order  or  cause  the  things 
he  needed  to  be  forwarded. 

In  this  extremity  we  both  adopted  a  resolution,  as  ex- 
traordinary as  it  was  diiificult  to  carry  out,  I  to  go  with 
two  men  into  unknown  countries,  where  one  is  at  every 
moment  in  a  great  danger  for  his  life,  and  he  to  proceed 
■on  foot  to  Fort  Frontenac,  itself  a  distance  of  moi-e  than 
five  hundred  leagues. 

AVe  were  then  at  the  close  of  winter  which  had  been, 
as  we  have  said,  as  severe  in  America  as  in  France,  the 
ground  was  still  covered  with  snow^  which  was  neither 
melted  nor  able  to  bear  a  man  in  snow  shoes.    It  was  neces- 
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sary  to  load  ourselves  with  tlic  usiiiil  (Miuipage  on  these 
occasions,  that  is  to  say,  a  blanket,  a  kettle,  an  axe,  a  gun, 
powder,  and  lead,  dressed  skins  to  make  Indian  shoes, 
wliich  ol'U'ii  last  only  a  day,  those  which  arc  worn  in  Fi'ance 
being  of  no  use  in  these  western  countries.  Besides  this 
he  must  resolve  to  push  through  bushes,  to  walk  in  marshes, 
and  iiiclling  snow,  sometimes  waist  high,  and  that  for 
whole  days,  sometimes  even  with  nothing  to  eat;  because 
he,  and  three  others  who  accompanied  him,  could  not  carry 
provisions,  being  compelled  to  depend  for  all  their  sub- 
sistence on  what  they  might  shoot,  and  expect  to  drink  only 
the  water  they  might  find  on  the  way. 

To  conclude,  he  was  exposed  every  day  and  especially 
night  to  be  surprised  by  four  or  five  nations  which  made 
war  on  each  other,  with  this  difference,  that  these  nations 
where  he  was  to  pass,  all  know  the  French,  and  that  those 
where  I  was  going  had  never  seen  Europeans.  Neverthe- 
less all  these  difficulties  did  not  astonish  him  any  more  than 
they  did  me.  Our  only  trouble  was  to  find  among  our 
force  some  men  robust  enough  to  go  with  us,  and  to  prevent 
the  others,  already  greatly  fluctuating,  from  all  deserting 
after   our  departure. 

Some  days  after  we  fortunately  found  means  to  dis- 
abuse our  people  of  the  false  impressions  which  the  Islinois 
had  produced  on  them  at  the  instigation  of  Monso,  chief 
of  the  Miamis.  Some  Indians  arrived  at  the  village  of 
the  Islinois  from  these  remote  naticms.  and  one  of  them 
assured  us  of  the  beauty  of  the  great  River  Colbert  or 
Meschasipi. 

We  were  eoiifii-med  in  it  by  the  rej^ort  of  several  In- 
dians, and  by  a  private  Islinois,  who  told  us  in  secret  on 
our  arrival  tliat  it  was  navigable.  Nevertheless  this  ac- 
count did  not  suffice  to  disabuse  our  people  and  completely 
reassure  them.    AVe  wished  to  make  the  Islinois  themselves 
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avow  it,  although  we  had  learned  that  they  had  resolved 
in  council  always  to  tell  us  the  same  thing'.  Soon  after  a 
favorable  occasion  presented  itself. 

A  young-  Islinois  warridr  who  had  taken  some  prisoners 
in  the  direction  of  the  south  and  who  had  come  on  ahead 
of  his  comrades,  passed  to  our  shipyard.  They  gave  him 
some  Indian  corn  to  eat.  As  he  was  returning  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  River  Colbert,  of  which  we  pretended 
to  have  some  Imowledge,  this  young  man  traced  for  us  with 
coal,  a  pretty  exact  map,  assuring  us  that  he  had  l)(M'n 
everywhere  in  his  periagua;  that  there  was  not  down  to 
the  sea,  which  the  Indians  call  the  great  lake,  either  falls 
or  rapids. 

But  that  as  this  river  became  very  broad,  there  were 
in  some  places  sand  banks  and  mud  which  barred  a  part 
of  it.  He  also  told  us  the  name  of  the  nations  that  lived 
on  its  bank,  and  of  the  rivers  which  it  receives.  I  wrote 
them  down  and  I  will  be  able  to  give  an  account  thereof  in 
a  second  volume  of  our  Discovery. 

AVe  thanked  him  by  a  small  present,  for  having  revealed 
to  us  the  truth,  wliie)i  the  chief  men  of  his  Islinois  nation 
had  disguised  fro)n  us.  He  begged  us  not  to  tell  them, 
and  an  axe  was  given  him  to  close  his  mouth,  after  the 
fashion  of  the  Indians  when  they  wish  to  enjoin  secrecy. 

The  next  morning  after  our  public  pi-ayers,  we  went  to 
the  village  where  we  found  the  Islinois  assembled  in  the 
cabin  of  one  of  the  most  important  who  was  giving  a  bear 
feast,  which  is  a  meat  that  they  esteem  highly. 

They  made  place  for  us  among  them  on  a  fine  mat  of 
flags,  which  they  spread  for  us.  AVe  told  them  through 
one  of  their  men,  who  knew  the  language,  that  W(^  wisliod 
to  make  known  to  them,  that  He  who  has  made  all,  whom 
we  call  the  Great  Master  of  I^ife,  takes  a  particular  care  of 
the  French,  that  He  had  done  us  the  favor  to  instr>;et  us 
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as  to  the  condition  ot"  the  great  river,  called  by  us  Col- 
bert, as  to  which  we  had  difficulty  in  ascertainintr  the 
truth,  since  they  had  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to 
navigate,  and  then  we  iiifoniicd  them  what  we  had  learned 
the  day  before. 

These  savages  thought  that  we  had  learned  all  these 
things  by  some  extt-aordiiinry  \\;iy;  and  after  having  closed 
the  mouth  with  their  hand,  which  is  a  way  that  they  often 
employ  to  express  their  surprise,  they  told  us  that  it  was 
only  the  desire  which  they  had  to  retain  our  chief  with  the 
GreygOM-ns  or  ]^ai'e  Feet  [as  all  the  Indians  of  America 
call  our  Religious  of  Saint  Francis]  to  renuiin  with  them, 
had  obliged  them  to  conceal  the  truth.  They  confirmed  ail 
that  we  had  learned  from  the  young  w^arrior,  and  have 
since  always  persisted  in  the  same  opinion. 

This  affair  greatly  diminished  the  fears  of  our  French- 
men, and  they  were  entirely  delivered  from  them  by  the 
arrival  of  several  Osages,  Ciccaca  and  Akansa,  who  had 
come  from  the  southward  in  order  to  see  the  French  and 
lo  l)uy  axes. 

They  all  boi'e  witness  that  the  river  was  navigable  to 
the  sea,  and  that  as  the  coming  of  the  French  was  made 
known,  all  the  nations  of  the  lower  part  of  the  River 
Colbert  would  come  to  dance  the  Calumet  of  Peace  to  us, 
in  order  to  maintain  a  good  understanding,  and  trade  with 
the  French  nation. 

The  Miamis  came  at  the  same  time  to  dance  the  calumet 
to  the  Islinois,  and  made  an  alliance  with  them  against 
the  Iroquois,  their  common  enemy.  The  Sieur  de  la  Salle 
made  some  presents  to  unite  these  tw^o  nations  more  firmly 
together. 

Seeing  that  we  were  three  Recollect  missionaries  with 
the  few  Frenchmen  whom  we  had  at  Fort  Crevecoeur, 
and  having  no  nioi-e  wine  to  say  mass,  Father  Gabriel,  who 
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had  need  of  relief  at  liis  advanced  age,  declared  that  he 
would  willingly  remain  alone  at  the  fort  with  our  French- 
men. 

Father  Zenoble  who  had  desired  to  have  th<^  ureat 
mission  of  the  Islinois,  ('oini)osed  of  ahdiit  seven  <ir  eiglit 
thousand  souls,  began  to  weary  of  it,  finding  it  dit!ficult 
to  adapt  himself  to  the  iinixn'tunate  manners  of  the  In- 
dians, with  whom  he  tlwelt.  We  spoke  about  it  to  the 
Sieur  de  hi  SaUe.  wlio  nuuh'  a  jireseiit  of  tlii'ee  axes  to 
the  father's  host,  b\'  name  Oumahoulia  lOniahaJ,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Wolf,  who  was  the  chief  of  a  family  or  tribe, 
in  order  tliat  he  miglit  tak(^  care  to  maintain  tlie  Father, 
whom  this  chief  called  his  son,  and  wlio  lodged  him  and 
considered  him  as  one  of  his  ehihlren. 

This  Father  who  was  only  halt'  a  league  fi'om  the  fort, 
came  to  explain  to  us  the  subject  of  his  troubles,  telling  us, 
that  he  w^as  not  yet  accustomed  to  the  ideas  of  the  Indians, 
that  nevertheless  he  already  knew  a  part  of  their  language. 
I  oiTered  to  take  his  mission,  provided  he  would  go  in 
my  place  to  the  remote  nations  of  whom  we  had  as  yet 
no  knowledge,  as  that  which  the  Indians  had  given  us  was 
only  superficial.  This  set  the  fathei'  thinking,  and  he 
preferred  to  remain  with  the  Islinois,  of  whom  he  had 
some  knowledge,  rather  than  expose  himself  to  go  among 
unknown  nations. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  left  in  Fort  Crevecoeur  the  Sieur 
de  Tonty  as  commandant,  with  some  soldiers  and  the  car- 
penters who  were  employed  building  the  ])ark  intended 
for  the  attempt  to  descend  to  the  sea  by  the  Kiver  Colbert, 
in  order  to  be,  by  this  means,  protected  from  the  arrows  of 
the  Indians  in  this  vessel.  He  left  him  powder  and  lead, 
a  blacksmith,  guns  and  other  arms  to  defend  themselves, 
in  case  they  were  attacked  by  the  Iro([uois. 

He  gave  him  instructions  to  remain  in  his  fort,  and 
before  returninir  to  Fort  Frontenac,  to  go  and  get  a   re- 
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inforceriient,  t'al)]i's  aiul  fi^'^^inf^'  for  the  last  bark,  which 
he  left  built  up  to  the  ribl)and.  lie  begged  me  to  consent  to 
take  the  pains  to  go  and  explore  in  advance  the  route  which 
he  would  have  to  take  to  the  River  Colbert  [and  to  the 
Sioux  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  — II.  W.  B.],  on  his  return 
from  Canada,  but  as  I  had  an  abscess  in  the  mouth,  which 
suppurated  continually,  and  which  had  continued  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  I  manifested  to  him  my  repugnance,  and 
told  him  that  I  needed  to  return  to  Canada  to  have  it  treat- 
ed, lie  replied  that  if  1  refused  this  voyage,  that  he  would 
Avrite  to  my  superiors,  that  I  w^ould  be  the  cause  of  the 
want  of  success  of  our  new  missions. 

The  Reverend  Father  Gabriel  de  la  Ribourde,  who  had 
been  my  Father  ^Master  in  the  Novitiate,  begged  me  to  pro- 
ceed, saying  that  if  I  died  of  this  infirmity,  God  would  be  one 
day  glorified  by  my  apostolic  labors.  "It  is  true,  my  son," 
said  this  venerable  old  man  to  me,  who  had  whitened  more 
than  forty  years  in  the  austerity  of  penance,  "that  you  will 
have  many  monsters  to  overcome,  and  precipices  to  pass  in 
this  enterprise,  which  demands  the  strength  of  the  most 
robust.  You  do  not  know^  a  w^ord  of  the  language  of  these 
nations,  whom  you  are  going  to  try  and  gain  to  God,  but 
courage,  you  will  gain  as  many  victories  as  combats. ' ' 

Considering  that  this  Father  had  at  his  age  volunteered 
to  come  and  aid  me  in  my  second  year  of  our  new  disco v- 
eiy,  in  the  view  that  he  had  to  announce  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
unknown  nations,  and  that  this  aged  man  was  the  only  male 
child  and  heir  of  his  father's  house,  who  was  a  gentleman 
of  Burgundy,  I  ofi^ered  to  undertake  this  voyage  to  endeavor 
to  go  and  form  an  acquaintance  with  the  nations  among 
v.^hom  I  hoped  soon  to  settle  in  order  to  preach  the  faith. 
The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  told  me  that  I  gratified  him. 

He  gave  me  a  peace  calumet  and  a  canoe  with  two  men, 
one  of  whom  was  called  the  Picard  du  Gay,  who  is  now  in 
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Paris,  and  the  other  Michael  Ako.  lie  entriLSted  this  latter 
with  some  goods  intended  to  make  presents,  which  were 
worth  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  livres,  and  he  gave  me 
ten  knives,  twelve  awls,  a  small  roll  of  tobacco,  to  give  the 
Indians,  about  two  pounds  of  black  and  white  beads,  and  a 
small  package  of  needles,  assuring  me  that  he  would  have 
given  me  more  if  he  had  been  able.  In  fact  he  is  very  lib- 
eral to  his  friends. 

Having  received  the  blessing  of  the  Reverend  Father  Ga- 
briel and  leave  from  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  and  after  ha\'ing 
embraced  all  our  men  who  came  to  escort  us  to  our  place  of 
embarking.  Father  Gabriel  finishing  his  adieus  by  these 
words:  "Viriliter  age  et  confortetur  cor  tuuni.''  AVe  set  out 
from  Fort  Crevecoeur  the  29th  of  Febniary,  1680.  and 
toward  evening,  while  descending  the  river  Seignelay.  we 
met  on  our  way  several  parties  of  Islinois  returning  to  their 
village  in  their  periaguas  [pirogues  or  wooden  canoes]  or 
gondolas,  loaded  with  meat. 

They  would  have  obliged  us  to  return,  our  two  boatmen 
were  strongly  influenced,  but  as  they  would  have  had  to 
pass  by  Fort  Crevecoeur.  where  our  Frenchmen  would 
have  stopped  them,  we  pursued  our  way  the  next  day.  and 
my  two  men  afterward  confessed  the  design  which  they  had 
entertained. 

The  river  Seignelay  [Illinois]  on  which  we  were  sailing, 
is  as  deep  and  broad  as  the  Seine  at  Paris,  and  in  two  or 
three  places  widens  out  to  a  quarter  of  a  league.  It  is 
skirted  by  hills,  whose  sides  are  covered  with  fine  large 
trees.  Some  of  these  hills  are  half  a  league  apart,  leaving 
between  them  a  marshy  strip,  often  inundated,  especially 
in  the  autumn  and  spring,  but  producing,  nevertheless, 
very  large  trees. 

On  ascending  these  hills,  you  discover  prairies  further 
than  the  eve  can  reach,  studded,  at  intervals,  with  groves 
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of  tall  trees,  apparently  planted  there  inteiitioually.  The 
current  of  the  i-iver  is  not  perceptible,  except  in  time  of 
great  rains;  it  is  at  all  times  navitiahle  for  large  barks  about 
a  hundred  leagues,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Islinois  village, 
■whence  its  course  almost  always  runs  south  l^y  west. 

On  the  7th  of  ]\Iarch  we  found,  about  two  leagues  from  its 
mouth,  a  nation  called  Tamaroa,  or  I\Iaroa,  composed  of  two 
hundred  families.  They  w^ould  have  taken  us  to  their  vil- 
lage lying  west  of  the  river  Colbert  [Mississippi],  six  or 
seven  leagues  below  the  mouth  of  the  river  Seignelay,  but 
our  two  canoemen.  in  hopes  of  still  greater  gain,  preferred 
to  pass  on  [as  they  were  required  by  La  Salle  to  do.  — II.  W. 
B.],  according  to  the  advice  I  then  gave  them. 

These  last  Indians  seeing  that  we  carried  iron  and  arms  to 
their  enemies,  and  unable  to  overtake  us  in  their  periaguas, 
which  are  wooden  canoes,  much  heavier  than  our  [birch] 
bark  one,  which  went  mucli  faster  than  their  boats,  des- 
patched some  of  their  young  men  after  us  by  land,  to  pierce 
us  with  their  arrows  at  some  narrow  part  of  the  river,  but  in 
vain ;  for  soon  after  discovering  the  fire  made  by  these  war- 
riors at  their  ambuscade,  we  promptly  crossed  the  river, 
gained  the  other  side  and  encamped  in  an  island,  leaving 
our  canoe  loaded  and  our  little  dog  to  Avake  us,  so  as  to  em- 
bark more  expeditiously  should  the  Indians  attempt  to  sur- 
prise us  by  swimming  across. 

Soon  after  leaving  these  Indians,  we  came  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Seignelay,  fifty  leagues  distant  from  Fort 
Creveeoeur,  and  about  a  hundred  leagues  from  the  great 
Islinois  village.  It  lies  between  36  degrees  and  37  degrees 
north  latitude,  and  consequently  one  hundred  and  twenty 
or  thirty  leagues  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

In  the  angle  formed  on  the  south  by  this  river  [at  Graf- 
ton], at  its  mouth,  is  a  flat  precipitous  rock,  about  forty 
feet  high,  very  well  suited  for  building  a  fort.     On  the 
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iiortliciti  side,  opposite  llie  rocl\,  mid  on  the  west  side  be- 
yond tt'c  v'wcr.  ;ire  fields  ol'  hhicU  e;ii'1li.  the  entl  oi'  wliich 
yon  e;in  no!  sec.  all  ready  I'oi-  enlti\at  ion,  which  woukl  be 
very  advaiitaiieons  for  the  existence  of  a  coh)ny. 

The  ice  which  floated  clown  Ironi  the  north  kept  us  in 
this  phice  till  the  12th  of  March,  whence  we  continued  our 
route,  traversing'  the  river  and  sounding-  on  all  si(h^s  to  see 
whethei'  i1  was  navigable.  There  are,  incU'cd.  three  islets 
in  the  niicklle,  neai'  the  mouth  of  the  river  Seignelay,  which 
stop  the  floating  wood  and  trees  from  the  north,  and  form 
several  large  sand  bars,  yet  the  channels  are  deep  enough, 
and  there  is  sufficient  water  for  harks, — larg-e  flnt-boats  can 
pass  there  at  all  tiiiu's. 

The  river  Colbert  runs  south-sonthwest;.  and  comes  fi'om 
the  north  and  northwest;  it  I'uns  between  two  chains  of 
mountains,  very  small  here,  which  wind  with  the  I'iver,  and 
in  some  places  are  pretty  far  from  the  banks,  so  that  be- 
tween the  mountains  and  the  river,  there  are  large  prairies, 
where  you  often  see  herds  of  wild  cattle  browsing.  In  other 
places  these  eminences  leave  semi-circular  spots  covered 
Avith  grass  or  wood.  Beyond  these  mountains  you  discover 
vast  plains,  but  the  more  we  approach  the  northern  side 
ascending,  the  earth  did  not  appear  to  us  so  fertile,  nor  the 
woods  so  beautiful  as  m  the  Islinois  country. 

This  great  river  is  almost  evei-ywhere  a  short  league  in 
width,  and  in  some  places,  two  leagues;  it  is  divided  by  a 
number  of  islands  covered  with  trees,  interlaced  with  so 
many  vines  as  to  be  almost  impassable.  It  receives  no  con- 
siderable river  on  the  western  side  except  that  of  the  Oton- 
tenta,  and  another,  which  comes  from  the  west  north-west, 
seven  oc  eight  leagues  fi'oin  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  of 
Padua. 

On  the  eastern  side  you  meet  first  an  inconsideral)le  river, 
and  then  furthei-  on  another,  called  by  the  Indians  Oniscon- 
—7 
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sin,  or  ^liseonsin  |  Wisconsin],  which  comes  from  the  east 
and  east  nortli-cast.  Sixty  leaiiues  up  you  leave  it,  and 
make  a  portafic  of  half  a  league  to  reach  the  Bay  of  the 
Puans  by  another  river  which,  near  its  source,  meanders 
most  curiously.  It  is  almost  as  broad  as  tlie  river  Seigne- 
lay,  01'  Islinois.  and  ('ini)ties  into  the  river  Colbert,  a  hun- 
dred leagues  above  tlu»  river  Seignelay. 

Twenty-four  leagues  above,  you  eonu   to  the  Black  river 

called  l)y  the  Nadouessious,  or  Islati,  and  the  Chabadeba,  or 

Chabaoii(lfl);i.   it    seems    inconsidei'able.       Thirty    leagues 

highei-  up  you  find  the  Lake  of  Tears,  Lake  Pepin,  which  we 

so  named  because  the  Indians  who  had  taken  us,  wishing  to 

kill  us,  some  of  them  wept  the  whole  night  to  induce  others 

jtx)  consent  to  our  death.     This  lake,  which  is  formed  by  the 

rjv,er  Colbert,  is  seven  leagues  long,  and  about  four  w-ide; 

-there  is  no  considerable  current  in  the  middle  that  we  coidd 

njoereeive,  but  only  at  its  entrance  and  exit.     Half  a  leagaie 

]below  the  Lake  of  Tears,  on  the  south  side,  is  Buffalo  river, 

:tfull  of  turtles.     It  is  so  called  by  the  Indians  on  account  of 

the  number  of  Buffalo  found  there.     We  followed  it  for  ten 

or  tw^elve  leagues;  it  empties  with  rapidity  into  the  river 

Colbert,  but  as  you  ascend  it,  it  is  always  gentle  and  free 

from  rapids.     It  is  skirted  by  mountains  far  enough  in  some 

places  to  form  prairies.     The  mouth  is  wooded  on  both  sides 

p,nd  is  full  as  wide  as  that  of  the  Seignelay. 

Forty  leagues  above  is  a  river  [the  St.  Croix],  full  of 
rapids,  by  which,  striking  northwest,  you  can  proceed  to 
Lake  Conde  [Superior],  as  far  as  Ximissakouat  river,  wdiich 
empties  into  that  lake.  This  first  river  is  called  Tomb 
river  because  the  Isati  left  there  the  body  of  one  of  their 
warriors  killed  by  a  rattlesnake,  on  whom,  according  to 
their  custom,  I  put  a  blanket.  This  act  of  humanity  gained 
»ie  much  importance  by  the  gratitude  displayed  by  the  men 
of  the  deceased  's  tribe,  in  a  great  banquet  which  they  gave 
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me  in  their  country,  and  to  whidi  moi-c  ilian  a  liuiidii'd  In- 
dians were  invited. 

Continuing  to  ascend  this  river  ten  or  twelve  leagues 
more,  the  navigation  is  interrupted  by  a  cataract  which  I 
called  the  Palls  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  in  gratitude  for 
the  favors  done  me  by  the  Almighty  through  the  interces- 
sion of  that  great  saint,  whom  we  had  chosen  pali'on  and 
pi'otecttn'  of  all  our  cntci-prises. 

This  cataract  is  forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  divided  in  the 
middle  of  its  fall  by  a  rocky  island  of  pyramidal  form. 
The  high  mountains  which  skirt  the  river  Colbert  last  only 
as  far  as  the  rivei"  Onisconsin,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  leagues.  At  this  place  it  begins  to  flow  from  the 
west  and  northwest  without  our  having  been  able  to  learn 
from  the  Indians,  who  have  ascended  it  very  far.  the  spot 
where  this  river  rises. 

They  merely  told  us  that  twenty  or  thirty  leagues  below, 
there  is  a  second  fall,  at  the  foot  of  which  are  some  villages 
of  the  prairie  peo])le.  called  Thinthonha,  who  live  there  a 
part  of  the  year. 

Eight  leagues  above  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  falls,  on  the 
right  you  find  the  river  of  the  Issati  or  Xadoussion  with  a 
very  narrow  mouth,  which  you  can  ascend  to  the  north  for 
about  seventy  leagues  to  Lake  Buade  |  ]\Iille  lake],  or  of  the 
Issati  where  it  rises.  We  gave  this  river  [Rum  rivei']  the 
name  of  St.  Francis.  This  last  lake  spreads  out  into  great 
marshes,  producing  wild  rice,  like  many  other  places,  down 
to  the  extremity  of  the  Bay  of  the  Puans.  This  kind  of 
grain  grows  in  marshy  places  without  anyone  sowing  it; 
it  resembles  oats,  but  tastes  better,  and  the  stalks  are  longer 
as  well  as  the  ear.  The  Indians  gather  it  in  due  season. 
The  women  tie  several  ears  together  with  white  wood  bark 
to  prevent  its  being  all  devoured  by  the  flocks  of  duck  and 
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teal  found  there.     The  Indians  lay  in  stock  foi-  i)art  of  the 
year,  and  to  eat  out  of  the  hunting  season. 

Lake  Buade,  or  Lake  of  the  Issati,  is  situated  about 
seventy  leagues  west  of  Lake  Conde;  it  is  impossible  to  go 
from  one  to  the  other  by  land  on  account  of  the  marshy  and 
quaggy  nature  of  the  ground;  you  might  go,  though  with 
difficulty  on  the  snow  in  snowshoes;  by  water  there  are 
many  portages,  and  it  is  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  on 
account  of  the  many  turns  to  be  made. 

From  Lake  Conde,  to  go  conveniently  in  canoe,  you  must 
pass  by  Tomb  river,  where  we  found  only  the  skeleton  of 
the  Indian  whom  I  mentioned  above,  the  bears  having  eaten 
the  flesh,  and  pulled  up  poles  which  the  deceased's  rela- 
tives had  planted  in  form  of  a  monument.  One  of  our 
boatmen  found  a  war  calumet  beside  the  grave,  and  an 
earthen  pot  upset,  in  which  the  Indians  had  left  fat  buffalo 
meat,  to  assist  the  departed,  as  they  say,  in  making  his  jour- 
ney to  the  land  of  souls. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Buade  are  many  other  lakes, 
whence  issue  several  rivers,  on  the  banks  of  which  live  the 
Issati,  Nadouessans,  Tinthonha  [which  means  prairie-men], 
Ouadebathou,  River  People,  Chongaskethon,  Dog,  or  Wolf 
tribe  [for  chonga  among  these  nations  means  dog  or  wolf], 
and  other  tribes,  all  of  which  we  comprise  under  the  name 
of  Nadonession.  These  Indians  number  eight  or  nine  thou- 
sand warriors,  very  brave,  great  runners,  and  very  good 
bowmen.  It  was  by  a  part  of  these  tribes  that  I  and  our 
two  canoemen  were  taken  in  the  following  way : 

We  scrupulously  said  our  morning  and  evening  prayers 
every  day  on  embarking,  and  the  Angelus  at  noon,  adding 
some  paraphrases  on  the  Response  of  St.  Bonaventure.  Car- 
dinal, in  honor  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua.  In  this  way  we 
begged  of  God  to  meet  these  Indians  by  day,  for  when  they 
discover  people  at  night  they  kill  them  as  enemies,  to  rob 
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those  Avhoiu  llicy  murcler  secretly  of  some  axes  or  knives 
Avliieh  ihey  value  more  tlian  wo  do  gold  and  silver;  they 
even  kill  flieii'  own  allies,  wIumi  Ihey  can  conceal  llieii'  death, 
so  as  afterward  to  boast  of  liaviiiu,'  kille(l  men.  ;iii,l  thus  pass 
lor  soldiers. 

We  had  considered  the  river  ('olhei-t  with  threat  |)leasure. 
and  without  hindrance,  to  know  whether  it  was  navig-ahle 
up  and  down ;  we  were  loaded  with  seven  or  eight  large  tur- 
keys, which  multiply  of  themselves  in  these  parts.  We 
wanted  neither  hntt'alo  nor  deer,  nor  beaver,  nor  lish,  nor 
bear  meat,  for  we  killed  thos(^  animals  as  they  swam  across 
the  river. 

Our  prayers  were  heard,  when,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1680, 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  suddenly  perceived  thir- 
ty-three bark  canoes,  manned  by  a  hundred  and  twenty  In- 
dians, coming  down  with  extraordinary  speed  to  make  war 
on  the  Mianiis,  Islinois  and  Maroha.  These  Indians  sur- 
rounded us,  and  while  at  a  distance,  discharged  some  ar- 
rows at  us,  but  as  they  approached  our  canoe,  the  old  men 
seeing  us  with  the  calumet  of  peace  in  our  hands,  prevented 
the  young  men  from  killing  us. 

These  brutal  men,  leaping  from  their  canoes,  some  on 
land,  others  into  the  water  with  frightful  cries  and  yells, 
approached  us,  and  as  we  made  no  resistance,  being  only 
three  against  so  great  a  number,  one  of  them  wrenched  our 
calumet  from  our  hands,  while  our  canoe  and  theirs  were 
made  fast  to  the  shore.  AVe  first  presented  them  a  piece  of 
•Petun  or  French  tobacco,  better  for  smoking  than  theirs, 
and  the  eldest  among  them  uttered  these  words,  "Mianiiha, 
Miamiha. ' ' 

As  we  did  not  understand  their  language,  we  took  a  little 
stick  and  by  signs  which  we  made  on  the  sand,  showed  them 
that  their  enemies,  the  ]\Iiamis.  whom  they  sought,  had  fled 
aci-oss   the   i-iver   Colbert   to  join   the   Islinois;   when   they 
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saw  themselves  discovered  and  unable  to  surprise  their  ene- 
mies, three  or  four  old  men,  hiyinfi'  their  hands  on  my  head, 
wept  in  a  lu^uhrioiis  tone,  and  T.  willi  a  wrctclicd  handker- 
chief I  had  h'ft,  willed  away  thcii-  tcai's. 

These  savages  would  not  smoke  our  peaee-cahuiK't.  They 
made  us  cross  the  river  with  great  cries,  which  all  shouted 
together  with  tears  in  their  eyes;  they  made  us  paddle  be- 
fore them,  and  we  heard  yells  capable  of  striking  the  most 
resolute  with  terror.  After  landing  our  canoe  and  our 
goods,  some  part  of  which  they  had  already  stolen,  we 
made  a  fire  to  boil  our  kettle;  we  gave  them  two  large  wild 
turkeys  that  we  killed. 

These  savages  having  called  their  asseni])ly  to  deliberate 
on  what  they  Avere  to  do  with  us,  the  two  head  chiefs  of  the 
party  approaching,  showed  us,  by  signs,  that  the  warriors 
wished  to  tomahawk  us. 

This  compelled  me  to  go  to  the  war  chiefs  with  one  of  my 
men,  leaving  the  other  by  our  property,  and  throw  into 
their  midst  six  axes,  fifteen  knives,  and  six  fathom  of  our 
black  tobacco,  then  bowing  down  my  head,  I  showed  them, 
with  an  axe  that  they  might  tomahawk  us.  if  they  thought 
proper. 

This  present  appeased  several  individuals  among  them, 
who  gave  us  some  beaver  to  eat,  putting  the  three  first  mor- 
sels in  our  mouth  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country, 
and  blowing  on  the  meat,  which  was  too  hot,  before  putting 
their  bark  dish  before  us,  to  let  us  eat  as  we  liked.  AVe 
spent  the  night  in  anxiety  because,  before  retii-ing  at  night, 
they  had  returned  us  our  peace-calumet.  , 

Oui'  two  canoemen  were,  however,  resolved  to  sell  their 
lives  dearly,  and  to  resist  if  attacked;  they  kept  theii-  arms 
and  swords  ready.  As  for  my  part,  I  determined  to  allow 
myself  to  be  killed  without  any  resistance,  as  I  was  going  to 
announce  to  them  a  God  who  had  ])een  falselv  accused,  un- 
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justly  condomnc'd,  anil  cruelly  erucilied,  without  showiii^^ 
the  least  aversion  to  thosi'  who  put  llini  to  death.  In  our 
uncertainty  we  watched  one  after  the  other,  so  as  not  to  be 
surprised  asleep. 

In  the  morninii'.  April  12th,  one  of  their  captains 
najned  Narrhetoba,  with  liis  face  and  bare  body  smeared 
with  paint,  asked  nie  for  our  peace-calumet,  filled  it  with 
tobacco  of  his  country,  maiie  all  his  band  smoke  first,  and 
then  all  the  otliers  who  plotted  our  ruin,  lie  then  gave 
us  to  understand  that  we  must  go  with  them  to  their  coun- 
try, and  they  all  turned  back  with  us;  haviug  thus  broken 
off  their  voyage. 

I  was  not  sorry  in  this  conjuncture  to  contiuue  our  dis- 
coveries with  these  people.  But  the  greatest  trouble  I  had 
was,  that  I  found  it  difficult  to  say  my  office  before  these 
savages,  many  of  whom  seeing  me  move  my  lips  said,  in  a 
fierce  tone,  Ouackanche;  and  as  we  did  not  know  a  word 
of  their  language,  we  believed  that  they  were  angry  at  it. 

Michael  Ako,  all  out  of  countenance,  told  me,  that  if 
I  continued  to  say  my  breviary  we  siiould  all  three  be 
killed  and  the  Picard  [a  nickname  for  Anthony  Auguel] 
begged  me  at  least  to  couiteal  myself  for  my  devotions, 
so  as  not  to  provoke  them  further.  1  followed  the  latter '-s 
advice,  but  the  more  I  concealed  myself,  the  more  I  had 
the  Indians  at  my  heels,  for  when  I  entered  the  wood, 
they  thought  I  Avas  going  to  hide  some  goods  under  ground, 
so  I  knew  not  on  what  side  to  turn  to  pray,  for  they  never 
let  me  out  of  sight. 

This  obliged  me  to  beg  pardon  of  my  two  cauoemen, 
assuring  them  that  1  ought  uot  (lispeiis(>  with  say- 
ing my  office,  that  if  we  were  massacred  for  that,  I  should 
be  the  inn(!cent  cause  of  their  death,  as  well  as  of  my  own. 
By  the  word  Ouakanche.  these  savages  meant  that  the  book 
I  was  reading  was  a  spirit;  but  by  their  gesture  they  never- 
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tlu'icss  sliowcd  ;i  kind  of  aversion,  so  that  to  accustom 
them  to  it,  1  cliantcd  the  Litany  of  the  Bk^ssed  Virgin  in 
the  canoe  with  my  hook  open.  They  thought  that  ihe  brev- 
iary was  a  spirit  which  taught  me  to  sing  for  their  diver- 
sion, for  these  peoph^  are  naturally  fond  of  singing. 

The  outrages  done  us  by  these  Indians  during  our  whole 
route  were  incredible,  for  seeing  that  oiir  canoe  was  much 
larger  and  more  heavily  laden  than  theirs  [for  they  have 
only  a  quiver  full  of  arrows,  a  bow  and  a  wretched  dressed 
skin,  to  serve  two  as  a  blanket  during  the  night,  which 
was  still  pretty  cold  at  that  season,  always  going  north], 
and  that  we  could  not  go  faster  than  they,  they  put  some 
warriors  with  us  to  help  us  row  to  oblige  us  to  follow 
them. 

These  Indians  sometimes  make  thirty  or  forty  leagut's 
by  water,  when  at  war  and  pressed  for  time,  or  anxious 
to  surprise  some  enemy.  Those  who  had  taken  us  were 
of  different  villages  and  of  different  opinions  as  to  us; 
we  cabined  every  night  by  the  young  chief  who  had  asked 
for  our  peace  calumet,  azid  put  ourselves  under  his  pro- 
tection ;  but  jealousy  arose  among  these  Indians,  so  that  tlie 
chief  of  the  party  named  Aquipaguetin,  one  of  whose  sons 
had  been  killed  by  the  Mianiis,  seeing  that  he  could  not 
avenge  his  death  on  that  nation  Avhich  he  sought,  turned 
all  his  rage  on  us. 

He  wept  through  almost  every  night  for  him  he  had 
iost  in  war,  to  oblige  those  who  had  come  out  to 
avenge  him,  to  kill  us  and  seize  all  we  had,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  pursue  his  enemies;  but  those  who  liked  European 
goods  were  much  disposed  to  preserve  us,  so  as  to  attract 
other  Frenchmen  there  and  get  iron,  which  is  extremely 
precious  in  their  eyes;  but  of  which  they  knew  the  great 
utility  only  when  they  saw  one  of  our  French  canoemen 
kill  three  or  four  wild  geese  or  turkeys  at  a  single  gun 
shot,  while  they  can  scarcely  kill  even  one  with  an  arrow. 
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In  const»(^U('iice,  as  we  afterward  learned,  that  the  words 
IManzM  Ouaekange,  mean  "iron  that  has  understanding," 
and  so  ihese  nations  called  a  gun  whieh  breaks  a  maji's 
bones,  while  their  arrows  only  glance  through  the  flesh  tliey 
pierce,  rarely  breaking  the  bones  of  those  whom  they 
strike,  and  consequently  producing  wounds  more  easily 
cured  than  those  made  by  our  European  guns,  whicli  often 
cripple  those  whom  they  wound. 

EXI'LANATORY  NOTE  BY  THE  EniTOR. 

Hennepin's  captors,  in  the  fall  of  IGSO,  took  him  and 
his  comrades  down  the  Mississippi  towards  the  Wisconsin, 
on  a  buffalo  hunt.  Here  they  were  I'escued  by  Daniel 
Greysolon  Du  Lhut,  or  Duluth,  a  V(4ei-an  trader  of  the 
Lake  Superior  region.  Coming  by  way  of  the  River  St. 
Croix  he  heard  of  these  captives,  and  continued  down 
the  Mississippi  and  obtained  their  release.  Hennepin,  with 
Du  Gay  or  Antoine  Auguel,  took  the  route  of  Joliet  and 
Marquette  by  way  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  down  Gi-een 
Bay  to  I\Iackinac,  where  they  remained  luitil  spring.  The 
next  year  they  continued  on  to  France,  where  Heiuiepin 
published  his  "La  Louisiane"  in  1683,  from  whence  the 
foregoing  pages  were  taken.  He  never  returned  to  Amei'- 
ica. 

jNTicliel  Accau  remained,  and  in  161)5,  was  married  at  the 
Peoria  Mission  to  an  Indian  girl.  IL  W.  B. 
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La  Salle's  Voyage  Down  the  Mississippi— "The  Pkoces 
Verbal  "—Taking  Possession  of  all  the  Country 
Drained  by  that  Kivek  for  the  King  op  France- 
La  Salle's  Wile,,  Etc. 


u 


"PROCES  VERBAL." 

1682— "Of  the  Taking  Possession  of  Louisiana,  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  by  the  Sieuk  de  la  Salle, 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1682. 

AQUES  DE  LA  METAIRIE,  Notary  of  Fort  Frt)n- 
tcnac  iu  New  France,  cuinmissioiied  to  exercise  the 
said  function  of  notary  during  the  voyage  to  Louisi- 
ana, in  North  America  by  ]M.  de  la  Salle,  Governor  of  Fort 
Fiontenac  for  the  King,  and  commandant  of  the  said  dis- 
covery by  the  commission  of  his  Majesty  given  at  St.  Ger- 
main, on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1678. 

"To  all  those  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet- 
ing: Know,  that  having  been  requested  by  the  said  Sieur 
de  la  Salle  to  deliver  to  him  an  act,  signed  by  us  and  by 
the  witnesses  therein  named,  of  possession  by  him  taken 
of  the  country  of  Louisiana,  near  the  three  mouths  of  the 
River  Colbert,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1682. 

"In  the  name  of  the  most  high,  mighty,  invincible,  and 
victorious*  Prince,  Louis  the  Great,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 

*  This  curious  and  important  historical  document  has  never  been 
printed.  The  translation  here  given  is  made  from  the  original,  con- 
tained in  the  archives  of  the  Marine  Department  at  Paris.  The 
proper  names  remain  precisely  as  they  are  found  in  the  manuscript, 
althouKh  the  orthography  of  several  of  them  is  different  from  that 
which  wa.s  afterwards  adopted.— Note  by  Mr.  Sparks  on  its  publica- 
tion at  Boston  in  1841.  Falconer.  It  appears  corrected  to  correspond 
with  the  original  manuscript  in  Falconer's  Discovery  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  also  in  French'3  Hist.   Col.   of  Louisiana,   Part  1.— H.   W.   B. 
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King  of  France  and  of  Navarre,  Fourteenth  of  that  name, 
and  of  his  lieirs,  and  the  successor  of  liis  crown,  we,  the 
aforesaid  iiotai'v,  have  (Iclixfred  llic  said  act  1o  the  said 
Sieur  de  hi  SaMe,  the  tenor  whereof  follows: 

"On  the  27th  of  Deccmhcr.  1()S1,  :\r.  de  la  Salle  (l("i)ai1rd 
on  foot  to  join  M.  di'  'i'oiit.w  who  had  preceded  him  witii 
his  followers  and  all  his  (■((ui|)auc  40  leagues  into  the 
]\Iiamis  country,  wlicrc  the  ice  on  tlic  l\i\'ci'  Chckajion*  in 
the  country  of  the  Mascontens,  liad  arrested  his  progress, 
and  where,  when  the  ice  ])ecame  stronger,  they  used  sledges 
to  drag  the  baggage,  the  canoes,  and  a  wounded  Frctich- 
raan,  through  the  whole  length  of  this  river,  and  on  the 
Illinois,  a  distance  of  70  leagues. 

"At  length,  all  the  French  being  together,  on  the  25th 
of  January,  1682,  we  came  to  Pimiteoui  |  Up])er  Peoria 
Lake].  From  that  ])lace.  tlic^  rivei-  lieing  fi'ozcn  only  in 
some  parts,  we  continued  cur  route  to  the  River  (Colbert. 
60  leagues,  or  thereal)outs,  from  Pimiteoui,  and  90  leagues, 
or  thereabouts,  fi-om  the  village  of  Illinois.  We  reached 
the  banks  of  the  River  Colbert  on  the  6th  of  February,  and 
remained  there  until  the  13th,  waiting  for  the  savages, 
Avhose  progress  had  been  impeded  by  the  ice.  On  the  13th, 
all  having  assembled,  w'e  renewed  our  voyage,  being  22 
French,  carrying  arms,  accompanied  by  the  Reverend 
Father  Zenobe  Membre,  one  of  the  RecoUet  Missionaries, 
and  followed  by  18  New  England  savages,  and  sev(M-al 
women,  Ilgonquines,  Otchipoises,  and  Huronnes. 

"On  the  14th,  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Maroa,  con- 
sisting of  a  hundred  cabins,  witliont  inhabitants.  Pro- 
ceeding about  a  hundred  leagues  down  the  River  Colbert, 
w^e   went   ashore   to   Inuit    on   the   26th    of   February.      A 

*  Later  and  now  called  the  Desplanes.  In  earlier  reference  thy 
present  so  named  Chicago  river  was  regarded  as  an  inlet  of  the  lake. 
And  as  late  as  1812  the  Desplanes  from  the  Chicago  portage  to  the 
Illinois  was  known  as  the  river  Chicago.  See  Edwards'  History  of 
Illinois,  P.  98.— H.  W.  B. 
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P^'renchnian  was  lost  in  the  Avoods,  and  it  was  reported  to 
]\I.  de  la  Salle,  that  a  large  number  of  savages  had  been 
seen  in  the  vicinity.  Tliinking  that  they  might  have 
seized  the  Frenchniau,  and  in  order  to  observe  these  sav- 
ages, he  marched  through  the  woods  during  two  days,  but 
without  finding  them,  because  they  had  all  been  frightened 
by  the  guns  wliidi  they  had  heard,  and  had  fled. 

"Keturjiing  to  cami),  he  sent  in  every  direction  French 
and  savages  on  the  search,  with  orders,  if  they  fell  in  with 
savages,  to  take  them  alive  without  injury,  that  he  might 
gain  from  them  intelligence  of  this  Frenchman.  Gabriel 
Barbie,  with  two  savages,  having  met  five  of  the  Chikacha 
nation,  captured  two  of  them.  They  were  received  with  all 
possible  kindness,  and,  after  he  had  explained  to  them 
that  he  Mas  anxious  about  a  Frenchmen  who  had  been 
lost,  and  that  he  only  detained  them  that  lie  might  rescue 
him  from  their  hands,  if  he  was  really  among  them,  and 
afterwards  make  with  them  an  advantageous  peace  [the 
French  doing  good  to  everybody] ,  they  assured  him  that 
they  had  not  seen  the  man  whom  we  sought,  but  that  peace 
would  be  received  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Presents 
were  then  given  to  them,  and,  as  they  had  signified  that  one 
of  their  villages  was  not  more  than  half  a  day's  journey 
distant,  M.  de  la  Salle  set  out  the  next  day  to  go  thither; 
but,  after  travelling  till  night,  and  having  remarked  that 
they  often  contradicted  themselves  in  their  discourse,  he 
declined  going  further,  Avithout  more  provisions.  Having 
pressed  them  to  tell  the  truth,  they  confessed  that  it  was 
yet  four  da-^^s'  ""^urney  to  their  villages;  and,  perceiving 
that  M.  de  la  Salle  was  angry  at  having  been  deceived, 
they  proposed  that  one  of  them  should  remain  with  him, 
while  the  other  carried  the  news  to  the  village,  whence 
the  elders  would  come  and  join  them  four  days'  journey 
below  that  place.  The  said  Sieur  de  la  Salle  returned  to 
the  eainp   with  one  of  these  Chikaehas;   and   the   Freneh- 
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man,  whom  we  soiiulit,  having  been  found,  he  continued 
his  voyage,  and  passed  the  river  of  the  Chepontias,  and 
the  village  of  the  IMetsigmeas.  The  fog,  Avhicli  was  very 
thick,  prevented  his  finding  the  passage  wliich  led  to  llie 
rendezvous  i)i"oposed  by  the  Chikaehas. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  we  ai'rived  al  the  K;i[);ilia  \il- 
lage  of  Akansa.  Having  cstahlishcd  ;i  peace  there,  and 
taken  possession,  we  [)asse(l,  on  tlie  15th,  another  of  tlieii- 
villages,  situate  on  the  hordci-  of  the  river,  and  also  two 
others,  farther  oft'  in  I  lie  depth  oT  tlie  forest,  and  ;in-ivcd 
at  that  of  Inialia,  the  largest  vidage  in  this  nation,  wliere 
peace  was  couflrnied,  aud  wliere  the  chief  acknowledged 
that  the  village  belonged  to  Ids  Majesty.  I'wo  Akansas 
embarked  with  jM.  de  la  Salle  to  conduct  him  to  the  Talusas, 
their  allies,  about  50  leagues  distant,  who  inhabit  eight 
villages  upon  the  borders  of  a  little  lake.  On  the  19th, 
we  passed  the  village  of  Tourika,  Jason,  and  Kouera ;  but, 
as  they  did  not  border  on  the  river,  and  were  hostile  to 
the  Akansas  and  Taensas,  we  did  not  stop  there. 

"On  the  20th,  we  arrived  at  the  Taensas,  by  whom  we 
were  exceedingly  well  received,  and  supplied  with  a  lai'ge 
quantity  of  ])rovisions.  M.  de  Tonty  jiassed  a  night  at 
one  of  their  villagi's,  wliere  tliei-e  wei'e  about  TOO  men 
carrying  arms,  assembled  in  the  place.  Here  again  a 
peace  was  concluded.  A  peace  was  also  made  with  the 
Koroas,  whose  chief  came  there  from  the  principal  village 
of  the  Koroas,  two  leagues  distant  from  that  of  the  Natches. 
The  two  chiefs  accompanied  ^F.  de  la  Salle  to  the  banks 
of  the  river.  Here  the  Korea  chief  einl>arl>'"d  with  him, 
to  conduct  him  to  his  village,  where  peace  was  again  con- 
eluded  with  this  nation,  which,  besides  the  five  other  vil- 
lages of  wliieli  it  is  composed,  is  allied  to  nearly  40  olhei-s. 
On  the  81st.  we  passed  the  village  of  the  Oumas  witliout 
knowing  it,  on  account  of  the  fog,  and  its  distance  from 
the  river. 
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"On  the  3rd  of  April,  a;  about  10  o'clock  in  the  raorn- 
ing,  we  saw  anioni-'  the  canes  VA  or  14  canoes,  ^l.  cle  la 
Salle  landed,  with  several  of  his  i)('()i)le.  Footprints  were 
seen,  and  also  savages,  a  little  lower  down,  who  were  fish- 
ing, and  who  iied  precipitately  as  soon  as  they  discovered 
ns.  Others  of  our  i)arty  then  went  ashore  on  the  borders 
of  a  marsh  formed  by  the  inundation  of  the  river.  M.  de 
la  Salle  sent  two  Frenchmen,  and  then  two  savages,  to 
reconnoitre,  who  reported  that  there  was  a  village  not  far 
off,  but  that  the  whole  of  this  marsh,  covered  with  canes, 
must  be  crossed  to  reach  it;  that  they  had  been  assailed 
with  a  shower  of  arrows  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
who  had  not  dared  to  engage  with  them  in  the  marsh,  but 
v:\m  had  then  withdrawn,  although  neither  the  French 
nor  the  savages  with  them  had  fired,  on  account  of  the 
orders  they  had  received  not  to  act  unless  in  pressing  dan- 
ger. Presently  we  heard  a  drum  beat  in  the  village,  and 
the  cries  and  bowlings  with  which  these  barbarians  are  ac- 
customed to  make  attacks.  We  waited  three  or  four  hours, 
and,  as  we  could  not  encamp  in  this  marsh,  and  seeing  no 
one,  and  no  longer  hearing  anything,  we  embarked. 

"An  hour  afterwards,  we  came  to  the  village  of  ]\Iaheou- 
ala,  lately  destroyed,  and  containing  dead  bodies  and 
marks  of  blood.  Two  leagues  below  this  place  we  encamped. 
We  continued  our  voyage  till  the  6th,  when  we  discovered 
three  channels  by  which  the  River  Colbert  discharges 
itself  into  the  sea.  We  landed  on  the  bank  of  the  most 
western  channel,  about  three  leagues  from  its  mouth.  On 
the  7th,  M.  de  la  Salle  went  to  reconnoitre  the  shores  of 
the  neighl)oring  sea,  and  M.  de  Tonty  likewise  examined 
the  great  middle  channel.  They  found  these  two  outlets 
beautiful,  large  and  deep.  On  the  8th,  we  reascended  the 
river,  a  little  above  its  confluence  witli  the  sea,  to  find  a 
dry  place,  beyond  the  reach  of  inundations.    The  elevation 
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of  the  North  Pole  was  here  about  27  degrees.  Here  we 
prepared  a  eoluniii  and  a  cross,  and  to  the  said  eolniiiii 
were  affixed  the  arms  of  France,  with  this  inscription: 


Louis  Le  Grand.  J-ioi  dk  France  et  de  Navarre,  Regne; 
Le  Neuvieme,  AvRiii,  1G82. 

"The  whole  part\',  uiidci-  arms,  chantetl  the  Tc  Dcum,  the 
Exaudiat,  tlie  Domiiie  salvum  fac  Kegem ;  and  then,  after 
a  salute  of  firearms  and  cries  of  Vive  le  Koi,  the  column 
was  erected  by  M.  de  la  Salle,  who,  standing  near  it,  said, 
Avith  a  loud  voice,  in  French:  "In  the  name  of  the  most 
high,  mighty,  invincible,  and  victorious  Prince,  Louis  the 
Great,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  of  Na- 
varre, Fourteenth  of  that  name,  this  ninth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two,  I,  in  virtue  of 
the  commission  of  his  Majesty  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  may  be  seen  by  all  whom  it  may  concern,  have 
taken,  and  do  now  take,  in  the  name  of  his  ^Nfajesty  and 
of  his  successors  to  the  crown,  possession  of  this  country 
of  Louisiana,  the  seas,  harbours,  ports,  bays,  adjacent 
straits ;  and  all  the  nations,  people,  provinces,  cities,  towns, 
villages,  mines,  minerals,  fisheries,  streams,  and  rivers, 
comprised  in  the  extent  of  the  said  Louisiana,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Louis  on  the  eastern  side, 
otherwise  called  Ohio.  Alighin.  Sipore.  or  Chikachas,  and 
this  with  the  consent  of  the  Chaouanons,  Chikachas,  and 
other  people  dwelling  therein,  with  whom  we  liave  made 
alliance;  as  also  along  the  River  Colbert,  or  Mississipi, 
and  rivers  which  discharge  themselves  therein,  from  its 
source  beyond  the  country  of  the  Kious  or  Nadouessious, 
and  this  with  their  consent,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
"Motantees,  Ilinois,  IMesigameas,  Nat  dies,  Koroas.  which 
are  the  most  considerable  nations  dwelling  therein,  with 
whom  also  we  have  made  alliance,  eithei-  bv  ourselves  oi- 


112  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL    COLLECTION'S 

by  (;tli<'fs  ill  cur  Ix'liall':  as  far  as  its  iiioiilh  at  llu^  sea,  or 
<iuir  of  Mexico,  about  the  27th  dcmcc  oL'  the  elevation  of 
the  North  Pole,  and  also  to  the  mouth  of  River  of  Palms; 
upon  the  assurance  which  we  have  received  from  all  these 
nations,  that  we  are  the  first  Europeans  who  have  descended 
or  ascended  the  said  River  Colbert;  hereby  protesting 
against  all  those  who  may  in  future  undertake  to  invade 
any  or  all  of  these  countries,  people,  or  lands,  above  de- 
scribed, to  the  prejudice  of  the  right  of  his  Majesty,  ac- 
quired by  the  consent  of  the  nations  herein  named.  Of 
which,  and  of  all  that  can  be  needed,  I  hereby  take  t(j  wit- 
ness those  who  hear  me,  and  demand  an  act  of  the  Notary, 
as  re(iuired  ])y  law. 

''To  which  the  whole  assembly  responded  with  shouts 
of  Vive  le  Roi,  and  with  salutes  of  firearms.  Moreover,  the 
said  Sieur  de  la  Salle  caused  to  be  buried  at  the  foot  of 
the  tree,  to  which  the  cross  was  attached,  a  leaden  plate, 
on  one  side  of  which  were  engraved  the  arms  of  France, 
and  the  following  Latin  inscription  :* 

LVDOVICVS  MAGNVS  REGAT.  NONO  APRILIS  (HO  lOC  LXXXII. 
ROBERTVS  CAVELIER,  CVM  DOMINO  DE  TONTY,  LEGATO,  R. 
P.  ZENOBIO  MEMBRE,  RECOLLECTO,  ET  VIGINTI  GALLIS, 
PRIMVS  HOC  FLVMEN,  INDE  AB  ILINEORVM  PAGO,  ENAVl- 
GAVIT,  EJVSQVE  OSTIVM  FECIT  PERVIVM,  NONO  APRILIS 
ANNI    CIO    IOC    LXXXII. 

"After  which  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  said,  that  his  Majesty, 
as  eldest  son  of  the  Church,  would  annex  no  country  to 
his  crown,  without  making  it  his  chief  care  to  establish 
the   Cbristian   religion  therein,   and   that   its  symbol    must 

♦Note.— The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Latin  inscription  on  the 
leaden  plate  referred  to:  Louis  the  Great  reigns.  Robert  Cavalier,  with 
Lord  Tonti  as  Lieutenant,  R.  P.  Zenobe,  Membre  Recollect,  and  twen- 
ty Frenchmen,  first  navigated  this  stream  from  the  country  of  the 
Illinois,  and  also  passed  through  its  mouth  on  the  0th  day  of  April. 
1682.— H.   W.   B. 
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now  be  planted ;  which  was  aecordingly  done  at  once  by 
erecting  a  cross,  before  which  the  VexiHa  and  the  Doniine 
salvuiu  fac  Kegeiu  were  sung.  Whereupon  the  ceremony 
was  eouclnded  with  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi. 

"Of  all  and  every  of  the  above,  the  said  Sieur  de  la 
Salle  having  required  of  us  an  instrument,  we  have  deliv- 
ered to  him  the  same,  signed  by  us,  and  by  the  undersigned 
witnesses,  this  ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two. 

"La  Metairir, 

Notary. 

"De  la  Salle. 

"P.  Zenobe,  Recollet  Missionary. 

"Henry  de  Tonty. 

"Francois  de  Boisrondet. 

"Jean  Bourdon,*    | 

"Sieur  d'Autry,*    f 

"Jaques  Cauchois. 

"Pierre  You. 

"GiLLES  Meucret. 

"Jean  Michel,  Surgeon. 

"Jean  Mas. 

"Jean  Dulignon. 

"Nicolas  de  la  Salle.'' 
Note.     The  above  is  reprinted  from  Mr.  Sparks 's  "Life 
of  La  Salle,"  published  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1844. 
The  original  document,  in  French,  has  not  been  published. 
—Falconer. 


*  The  names  Jean  Bourdon  and  Sieur  d'Autray  appear  above  as 
two  separate  persons.  In  fact  they  are  only  one.  Sieur  de  Autray 
-was  the  title  of  nobility  conferred  on  Jean  Bourdon  for  being  one 
of  La   Salle's   party   in   this  descent  of  the  Mississippi.— H.   W.    B. 
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WILL  OF  THE  SIEUR  DE  LA  SALLE. 

"Robert  Cavelier,  Esquire,  Sieur  de  la  Salle.  Seigneur 
and  Governor  of  the  Fort  Frontenac  in  New  France,  con- 
sidering the  great  dangers  and  continual  perils  in  which 
the  voyages  I  undertake  engage  me,  and  wishing  to  ac- 
knowledge, as  much  as  I  am  able,  the  great  obligations 
which  I  owe  to  M.  Francois  Plet,  my  cousin,  for  the  signal 
services  which  he  has  rendered  to  me  in  my  most  pressing 
necessities,  and  because  it  is  through  his  assistance  that 
I  have  preserved  to  this  time  Fort  Frontenac  against  the 
efforts  which  were  made  to  deprive  me  of  it,  I  have  given, 
granted,  and  transferred,  and  give,  grant,  and  transfer, 
by  these  presents,  to  the  said  M.  Plet,  in  case  of  my  death, 
the  seigniory  and  property  of  the  ground  and  limits  of  the 
said  Fort  Frontenac  and  its  depending  lands,  and  all  my 
rights  in  the  country  of  the  Miamis,  Illinois,  and  others 
to  the  south,  together  wnth  the  establishment  which  is  in 
the  country  of  the  Miamis,  in  the  condition  which  it  shall 
be  at  the  time  of  my  death,  that  of  Niagara,  and  all  the 
others  which  I  may  have  founded  there,  together  with  all 
barges,  boats,  great  boats,  moveables,  and  immoveables, 
rights,  privileges,  rents,  lands,  buildings,  and  other  things 
belonging  to  me  which  shall  be  found  there;  willing  that 
these  presents  be,  and  serve  for  my  testament  and  declara- 
tion in  the  manner  in  which  I  ought  to  make  it,  such  being 
my  last  will  as  above  written  by  my  hand,  and  signed  by 
my  hand,  after  having  read  it,  and  again  read  it,  [lu  et 
rclu] . 

"Made  at  Montreal,  the  11th  of  August,  1(381. 

[Signed] 

"Cavelier  de  la  Salle." 


FRENCH   EXPLORATIONS  1673-1683  115 

"Memoir  of  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  Reporting  to  Mon- 

SIEGNEUR  de  SeIGNELAY  THE  DISCOVERIES  MADE  BY  lllM 

Under  the  Order  of  His  Majesty.* 

ONSEIGNEUR  COLUP]RT  was  of  opinion,  with  re- 
gard to  the  various  propositions  which  were  made  in 
1678,  that  it  was  impoi'Uint  for  the  glory  and  s<^rvice 

of  the  King  to  discover  a  port  for  his  vessels  in  the  Gulf 

of  Mexico. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  offered  to  undertake  the  discovery, 
at  his  own  expense,  if  it  should  please  his  Majesty  to  grant 
to  him  the  Seignory  of  the  government  of  the  forts  which 
he  should  erect  on  his  route,  together  with  certain  privi- 
leges as  an  indemnification  for  the  great  outlay  which  the 
expedition  would  impose  on  him.  Such  grant  was  maxle 
to  him  by  letters  patent  of  the  12th  of  May,  1678. 

In  order  to  execute  this  commission,  he  abandoned  all 
his  own  pursuits  which  did  not  relate  to  it.  He  did  not 
omit  anything  necessary  for  success,  notwithstanding  dan- 
gerous sickness,  considerable  losses,  and  other  misfortunes 
which  he  suffered,  which  would  have  discourag:ed  any  other 
person  not  possessed  of  the  same  zeal  with  himself,  and 
the  same  industry  in  the  performance  of  the  undertaking. 
He  has  made  five  voyages  under  extraordinary  hardships, 
extending  over  more  than  5,000  leagues,  most  commonly 
on  foot,  through  snow  and  water,  almost  without  rest, 
during  five  years.  He  has  traversed  more  than  600  leagues 
of  unknown  country,  among  many  barbarous  and  cannibal 
nations,  [antropophages],  [anthropagi,  H.  W.  B.],  against 
whom  he  was  obliged  to  fight  almost  daily,  although  he 
was  accompanied  by  only  36  men,  having  no  other  con- 
solation before  him  than  a  hope  of  bringing  to  an  end  an 
enterprise  which  he  believed  would  be  agreeable  to  his 
Majesty, 

*  This  document,  though  without  date,  as  Is  apparent  from  refer- 
ences to  it  in  other  manuscripts,  was  submitted  by  I^a  Salle  while  at 
Paris  and  prior  to  the  23d  of  March,  1084.  Seignelay,  son  of  Colbert, 
and  followed  him  as  minister  of  the  marine  and  colonies.— H.  W.  B. 
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After  havinji,-  luippily  executed  this  design,  he  hopes 
Monseigneur  will  be  pleased  to  continue  him  in  the  title 
IproprieteJ  and  government  of  the  fort  which  he  has  had 
erected  in  the  country  of  his  discovery,  where  he  has  placed 
several  French  settlers— and  has  brought  together  many 
savage  nations,  amounting  to  more  than  18,000  in  number, 
who  have  built  houses  there  and  sown  much  ground — to 
commence  a  powerful  colony. 

This  is  the  only  fruit  of  an  expenditure  of  150,000  ecus— 
the  only  means  of  satisfying  his  creditors  who  advanced 
to  him  the  aid  which  he  required  after  very  considerable 
losses. 

He  believes  that  he  has  sufficiently  established  the  truth 
of  his  discovery  by  the  otBcial  instrument  signed  by  all  his 
companions,  which  was  placed  last  year  in  the  hands  of 
Monseigneur  Colbert,  by  the  Count  de  Frontenac,*  as 
also  by  a  report  drawn  up  by  the  Reverend  Father  Zeno- 
ble,  Missionary,  who  accompanied  him  during  this  voyage, 
and  who  is  at  this  time  Guardian  of  Bapaume;  by  the 
testimony  of  three  persons  Avho  accompanied  him,  and 
whom  he  has  brought  with  him  to  France,  and  who  are 
now  in  Paris;  [Note.  Jean  Bourdon,  or  the  Sieur  d'Au- 
tray,  Gabriel  Barbier— who  descended  the  middle  mouth 
channel  of  the  Mississippi — and  Nicholas  de  la  Salle.  11. 
W.  B.]  and  by  the  testimony  of  many  other  persons  who 
came  this  year  from  Canada,  and  who  have  seen  one  Vital, 
sent  by  M.  de  la  Ban-e  to  collect  information  respecting 
liim,  on  the  spot,  and  who  has  confirmed  the  truth  of  the 
discovery. 


•  See  this  Prncess  Verbal,  of  the  existence  of  which  I  was  not  aware 
when  I  printed  this  passage  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society.  The  document  was  first  printed  by  Mr.  Jared  Sparks,  of 
I^oston,  and  T  have  reprinted  it  with  these  memoirs.  The  above  note 
is  by  Mr.  Thos.  Falconer  in  his  work  on  the  Discovery  of  the 
Mississippi.— H.    W.    B. 
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All  these  proofs  are  sufficient  to  contradict  whatever 
may  have  been  written  to  the  contrary,  by  persons  who 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  country  where  the  discovery  was 
made— never  having  been  there.  But  he  hopes  to  remove 
all  these  prejudices,  by  carrying  into  execution  the  design 
which  he  entertains,  under  the  favor  of  Monseigneur,  of 
returning  to  the  country  of  his  discovery  by  the  mouth  of 
the  river  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  since  he  must  have  lost 
his  sense,  if,  Avithout  being  certain  of  the  means  of  arriving 
where  he  proposes,  he  exposed  uot  only  his  own  fortune 
and  that  of  his  friends  to  manifest  destruction,  but  his 
own  honor  and  reputation  to  the  unavoidable  disgrace  of 
having  imposed  on  the  confidence  of  his  Majesty  and  of 
his  ministers.  Of  this  there  is  less  likelihood,  because  he 
has  no  interest  to  disguise  the  truth,  since,  if  ]\Ionseigneur 
does  not  think  it  convenient  t(^  undertake  any  enterprise 
in  that  direction  he  wdll  not  ask  anything  more  from  his 
IMajesty  until  his  return  from  the  Gulf  of  ]\Iexico  confirms 
the  truth  of  what  he  has  alleged.  With  reference  to  the 
assertion,  that  his  voyage  would  produce  no  profit  to 
France,  he  replies,  that  if  he  proposed  it  as  a  thing  to  be 
done,  and  on  that  account  sought  for  assistance  to  under- 
take the  enterprise,  or  reward  after  having  succeeded  in 
it,  its  usefulness  would  deserve  consideration ;  but  being 
here  only  in  order  to  render  an  account  of  the  orders  he 
received,  he  does  not  think  himself  to  be  responsible  for 
anything  but  their  execution,  it  not  being  his  duty  to  exam- 
ine the  intentions  of  jMonseigneur  Colbert.  Having,  how- 
ever, observed  great  advantages  which  both  France  and 
Canada  may  derive  from  his  discovery,  he  believes  that  he 
owes  this  detail  to  the  glory  of  the  King,  the  welfare  of 
the  kingdom — to  the  honour  of  the  Ministry  of  IMonseig- 
neur,  and  to  the  memory  of  him  who  employed  him  upon 
this  expedition.  He  does  this  the  more  willingly,  as  his  re- 
quests will  not  expose  him  to  a  sus])icion  of  self-interest; 
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and  as  the  iiilluence  which  he  has  acquired  over  the  people 
of  tliat  continent  places  him  in  a  position  to  execute  what 
lie  proposes,  the  things  which  he  states  will  find  greater 
credit  in  the  minds  of  those  wlio  shall  investigate  them. 

Firstly,  the  service  of  God  may  be  established  there  by 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  numerous  docile  and  set- 
tled [sedentairesj  nations,  who  will  be  found  more  willing 
to  receive  it  than  those  of  other  parts  of  America,  upon 
account  of  their  greater  civilization.  They  have  already 
temples  and  a  form  of  worship. 

Secondly,  Ave  can  eiroet  there  for  the  glory  of  our  King 
very  important  conquests,  both  by  land  and  by  sea;  or  if 
peace  should  oblige  us  to  delay  the  execution  of  them,  we 
might,  without  giving  any  cause  of  complaint,  make  prep- 
arations to  render  us  certain  of  success  Avhenever  it  shall 
please  the  King  to  command  it. 

The  provinces  which  may  be  seized  are  very  rich  in 
silver  mines— they  adjoin  the  River  Colbert  [the  Missis- 
sippi]—they  are  far  removed  from  succour— they  are  open 
everywhere  on  the  side  on  which  we  should  attack  them, 
and  are  defended  only  l)y  a  small  number  of  persons,  so 
sunk  in  eft'eminancy  and  indolence  as  to  be  incapable  of 
enduring  the  fatigue  of  wars  of  this  description. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Salle  binds  himself  to  have  this  enter- 
prise ripe  for  success  within  one  year  after  his  arrival  on 
the  spot,  and  asks  only  for  this  purpose  one  vessel,  some 
arms  anti  nninitions,  the  transport,  maintenance,  and  pay 
of  200  men  during  one  year.  Afterwards  he  will  maintain 
them  from  the  produce  of  the  country  and  supi)ly  their 
other  wants  through  the  credit  and  confidence  which  he  has 
obtained  among  those  nations,  and  the  expei'ienee  whicli 
he  has  had  of  those  regions.  He  will  give  a  more  detailed 
account  of  this  proposal  when  it  shall  please  Monseigneur 
to  direct  liim. 
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Thirdly,  the  river  is  navi<ia])h'  foi-  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  for  ships,  and  for  harks  for  more  than  500  leagues 
to  the  noi'tli.  and  foi-  moi'o  than  800  from  east  to  west.  Its 
three  mouths  are  as  many  harhours,  capa])le  of  receiving 
evei-y  di'S('ri])tion  of  ships;  where  those  of  his  ^[ajesty 
will  always  (iiid  a  secure  retreat,  and  all  tliat  uuiy  be  nec- 
essary to  reht,  and  re-victual  —  which  would  be  a  great 
economy  to  his  ^Majesty,  who  would  no  longer  find  it  nec- 
essary to  send  the  things  needed  from  France  at  a  great 
expense,  the  country  producing  the  greater  part  of  tliem. 
We  could  even  build  there  as  many  ships  as  we  should  de- 
sire, the  materials  for  building  and  rigging  them  being  in 
abundance,  Avith  the  exception  of  iron,  which  may  per- 
haps be  discovered. 

In  the  first  place  we  should  obtain  there  everything 
which  has  enriched  New  England  and  Virginia,  and  which 
constitute  the  foundation  of  their  commerce  and  of  their 
great  wealth — timber  of  every  kind— salted  meat,  tallow, 
corn,  sugar,  tobacco,  honey,  wax,  resin,  and  other  gums ; 
immense  pasturages,  hemp,  and  other  articles  with  which 
more  than  200  vessels  are  every  year  freighted  in  New 
England  to  carry  elsewhere. 

The  newly-discovered  country  has,  besides  its  other  ad- 
vantages, that  of  the  soil,  which,  being  only  partly  cov- 
ered with  wood,  forms  a  campaign  of  great  fei'tility  and 
extent,  scarcely  requiring  any  clearing.  The  mildness  of 
the  climate  is  favorable  to  the  rearing  of  a  large  number 
of  cattle,  Avhich  cause  great  expense  where  the  winter  is 
severe.  There  is  also  a  prodigious  number  [plus  un  nombre 
prodigieux]  of  buffaloes,  stags,  hinds,  roes,  ])eai's,  otters, 
l;yTixes.  Hides  and  furs  are  to  be  had  there  almost  for 
nothing  [a  vil  prix] ,  the  savages  not  yet  knowing  the 
value  of  our  conmiodities.  There  are  cotton,  cochineal, 
nuts,    turnsols,  —  entii-e    forests    of    mulberry    trees — salt. 


120  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL    COLLECTIONS 

slate,  eoal,  vines,  apple  trees;  so  that  it  would  be  easy  to 
make  wine,  cyder,  oil  of  nuts,  of  turnsols,  and  of  olives 
also,  if  olive  trees  were  planted  there,  silk  and  dye-woods. 
Ir  will  not  be  necessary  to  inijioi-t  fi-om  Europe,  horses, 
oxen,  .swine,  fowls,  or  turkeys,  uiiicli  are  to  be  found  in 
different  parts  of  tlu'  country,  nor  to  import  provisions 
for  the  colonists,  who  would  quickly  find  subsistence. 

Whilst  other  colonics  arc  open  and  exposed  to  the  de- 
scents of  foreigners  by  as  many  points  as  their  coasts  are 
washed  by  the  sea,  whereby  they  are  placed  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  having  many  persons  to  watch  these  points  of 
access,  one  single  post,  established  towards  the  lower  part 
of  the  river,  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  a  territory  ex- 
tending more  than  800  leagues  from  north  to  south,  and 
still  farther  from  east  to  west,  because  its  banks  are  only 
accessible  from  the  sea  through  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
the  remainder  of  the  coast  being  impenetrable  inland  for 
more  than  20  leagues,  in  consequence  of  woods,  bogs,  reeds. 
and  marshes  [terres  tremblantcs  | .  through  which  it  is  im- 
possible to  march;  and  this  may  be  the  reason  why  the  ex- 
ploration of  that  river  has  been  neglected  by  the  Span- 
iards, if  they  h;i(l  any  loiowlcdgc  of  it.  This  country  is 
equally  well  defended  in  the  interior  against  the  irrup- 
tions of  neighboring  Europeans,  by  great  chains  of  moun- 
tains s{ retching  from  east  to  west,  from  whicli  hranehes 
of  the   fiviM"  tak(^  their  source. 

It  is  true  thai  the  country  is  more  open  towai'ds  the 
southwest,  where  it  bordei's  on  .Mexico,  where  Ihe  vcvy 
navigable  river  the  Seignelay.  [Note.  Red  River,  so  called 
for  a  time,  in  honor  of  Jean  Baptiste  Colbert,  ]Mar<|uis  de 
Seignelay,  son  of  Colbert  the  elder  and  wdio  succeeded  his 
father  in  1683  as  Minister  of  the  French  Marine  and  Col- 
onies. II.  W.  B.|  which  is  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Col- 
hi'i't,  [the  Mississi])pi]  is  only  separated  by  a  forest  of 
three  or   four  days'  journey  in   depth.     But  besides  that 
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the  Spaniards  there  are  feeble  aud  far  removed  from  the 
assistance  of  ]Mexico,  and  from  that  which  they  could  ex- 
pect by  sea,  this  place  is  protected  from  their  insults  by  a 
jii-eat  number  of  warlike  savages,  who  close  tliis  passage 
to  Ihi-iii.  and  wlio.  constantly  enua^ed  with  them  in  cruel 
wars,  would  ccilainly  iiitlict  iii-catoi-  evil  when  sustained 
by  some  French,  whose  iiioi'e  mild  .-iikI  iiiore  liuiii;iiie  mode 
of  government  will  prove  a  great  means  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace  made  between  them  and  the  Sieur  de 
la  Salle. 

To  maintain  this  establishment,  whicdi  is  the  only  one 
required  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  mentioned, 
200  men  only  are  needed,  who  would  also  construct  the 
fortifications  and  buildings,  and  effect  the  clearings  nec- 
essary for  the  sustenance  of  the  colony;  after  which  there 
Avould  be  no  further  expenditure.  The  goodness  of  the 
country  will  iuduee  the  settlers  [habitans]  to  remain  there 
willingly.  The  ease  in  which  they  Avill  live  will  make 
them  attend  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  to  the  pro- 
duction of  articles  of  commerce,  and  will  remove  all  desire 
to  imitate  the  inhabitants  of  New  P'rance.  who  are  obliged 
to  seek  subsistence  in  the  woods  under  great  fatigues,  in 
hunting  for  peltries  which  aiv  tlieir  principal  resource. 
These  vagrant  courses,  common  in  New  France,  will  be 
easily  prevented  in  the  new  country,  because,  as  its  rivers 
are  all  navigable,  there  wall  be  a  great  facility  for  the  sav- 
ages to  come  to  our  settlements  and  for  us  to  go  to  them 
in  boats  which  can  ascend  all  the  branches  of  the  river. 

If  foreigners  anticipate  us.  Ihey  will  deiu'ive  Ki-ance  of 
all  the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  They  will  complete  the  ruin  of  New  France, 
Avliich  they  already  hem  in  thi-ough  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
New  England,  and  the  Ilud.son's  Bay.  They  will  not  fail 
to  ascend  the  river  as  high  as  possible,  and  to  establish  col- 
onies in  the  places  nearest  to  the  savages  who  now  bring 
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tlii'ii-  furs  to  ^[ontroal  — tlioy  will  make  coiistaiit  inroads 
iuto  tlie  countries  of  the  latter,  whieli  could  not  ])e  re- 
pressed by  ordinances  of  his  ^Majesty.  They  have  already 
made  several  attempts  to  discover  this  passage,  and  they 
will  not  neglect  it  now  that  the  whole  world  knows  that  it 
is  discovered,  since  the  Dutch  have  published  it  in  tlieir 
newspapers  upwards  of  a  year  ago.  Nothing  more  is  re- 
quired than  to  maintain  the  possession  taken  by  the  Sieur 
de  la  Salle,  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  such  a  desire,  and 
to  place  ourselves  in  a  position  to  undertake  enterprises 
against  them  glorious  to  the  arms  of  his  Majesty,  who 
will  probably  derive  the  greatest  benefits  from  the  duties 
he  will  levy  there,  as  in  other  colonies. 

Even  if  this  affair  should  prove  hurtful  to  New  France, 
it  will  contribute  to  its  security,  and  render  our  commerce 
in  furs  more  considerable. 

There  Avill  be  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Iroquois  when 
the  nations  of  the  south,  strengthened  through  tlieir  inter- 
course with  the  French,  shall  stop  their  conquests,  and  pre- 
vent their  being  powerful,  by  carrying  oft'  a  great  number 
of  their  women  and  children,  which  they  can  easily  do 
from  the  inferiority  of  the  weapons  of  their  enemies.  As 
respects  commerce,  that  post*  will  probably  increase  our 
traffic  still  more  than  has  been  done  by  the  establishment 
of  Fort  Frontenae,  which  was  built  with  success  foi-  that 
purpose,  for  if  the  Illinois  and  their  allies  were  to  catch 
the  beavers,  which  the  Irocpiois  now  kill  in  their  neigh- 
borhood in  order  to  carry  to  the  Englisli,  the  latter,  not 
being  any  longer  able  to  get  them  from  their  own  colonies, 
would  be  obliged  to  buy  them  from  us,  to  the  great  Ijenefit 
of  those  who  have  the  privilege  of  this  traffic.  These  were 
the  views  which  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  had  in  placing  the 
settlement  where  it  is.  [Note.  At  and  near  what  is  now 
known  as  Starved  Rock  on  the  Illinois  river  a  few  miles 
below  Ottawa.    II.  W.  B.] 

•  Ft.  St.  Louis  of  Illinois.— H.  W.  B. 
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The  colony  has  already  felt  its  eii'eets,  as  all  our  allies, 
who  had  fled  after  the  departure  of  M.  de  Frontenac,  have 
returned  to  their  ancient  dwellings,  in  consequence  of  the 
confidence  caused  by  the  fort,  near  which  they  have  defeated 
a  party  of  Iroquois,  and  have  built  four  other  forts  to 
protect  themselves  from  hostile  incursions.  The  Governor, 
M.  de  la  Barre,  and  tlic  IiitciKl.iiit,  M.  de  ^kFeulles,  have  told 
the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  that  thoy  would  write  to  Monseiprneur 
to  inform  him  of  the  importance  of  that  fort  in  order  to 
keep  the  Iro(|ii(>is  in  clicck,  jiiid  that  M.  de  Ljiyiiy*  had  pro- 
posed its  establishment  in  1()78.  Monseigneur  C,*oll)ert  per- 
mitted Sieur  de  la  Salle  to  build  it,  and  granted  it  to  him 
as  a  property.  In  order  to  prove  to  Monseigneur  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  intentions  still  more,  and  that  he  had  no  other 
motive  in  selecting  this  site  than  the  protection  of  the 
men  he  has  left  tlierc.  and  wliom  he  did  iiot  tliink 
right  to  place  in  such  small  mimhcr.  within  the 
reach  of  the  S])aii!ai'ds,  and  \\itliout  cannon  and  nnini- 
tion,  or  to  leave  in  so  distant  a  country,  where  in  case  of 
sickness  they  could  expect  no  assistance,  nor  to  return  home 
from  thence  without  danger — he  offers  again  to  descend  the 
river  a  hundred  leagues  lower  down,  and  nearer  the  sea, 
and  to  establish  there  another  fort,  demolishing  the  first, 
in  the  expectation,  however,  that  ^Monseigneur  would  con- 
sider the  expenses  incurred  in  its  establishment. 

It  may  be  said,  firstly,  that  this  colony  might  injure  the 
commerce  of  Quebec,  and  cause  the  desertion  of  its  inhab- 
itants: but  the  answer  is,  that  by  descending  lower  down, 
no  beavers  will  be  found.  Thus  the  first  difficulty  will  be 
removed,  which  again  would  not  have  any  foundation,  even 
if  Fort  St.  Louis  were  to  remain.  The  Illinois  will  only 
kill  the  beaver,  which,  after  their  departure,  ^vould  fall 
to  the  share  of  the  Iroquois  only,  as  no  other  nation  dares 
to  approach  those  districts.     There  is  also  no  likelihood 

*  Intendant-General  of  Commerce  and  Foreign  Affairs  of  France.— H. 
W.    B. 
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that  deserters  would  choose  a  lorifj  and  difficult  route,  at  the 
end  of  which  they  would  be  still  subject  to  be  apprehended 
and  punished,  whilst  they  have  another  much  shorter  and 
easier  one  to  New  Enjxland,  where  they  are  quite  secure, 
and  which  many  take  every  year. 

A  second  ohjcction  would  l)e,  that  the  ccoodness  of  the 
country  would  atti-aet  so  many  pe()i)l('  as  to  diminish  the 
population  of  France,  as  it  is  said  ]\lexico  and  Peru  have 
depopulated  Spain;  but,  besides  that,  France  is  more  peo- 
pled than  Spain  has  ever  been,  and  that  the  expulsion  of 
1.800,000  Moors,  added  to  the  great  wars  she  has  had  to  sus- 
tain, is  the  real  cause  of  its  diminished  population.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  number  of  the  few  Spaniards  in  those  king- 
doms, who  are  not  above  40,000,  is  not  a  number  of  emi- 
grants sufficient  to  make  any  perceptible  change  in  France, 
which  already  counts  more  than  100,000  settlers  in  foreign 
countries.  It  would  be  even  desirable  that  instead  of 
peopling  other  foreign  kingdoms,  the  riches  of  the  country 
newly  discovered  should  attract  them  to  it.  Moreover,  this 
objection  has  already  been  answered,  when  it  was  said  that 
the  country  can  be  defended  by  one  or  two  forts,  for  the 
protection  of  which  only  from  400  to  500  men  are  required, 
a  nuiiil)er  eoiiiprisiiig  only  one-half  of  the  crew  of  a  large 
vessel. 

Whatever  has  been  imagined  respecting  the  mud  and 
breakers  which  are  supposed  to  stop  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  is  easily  disproved  by  the  experience  of  those  who 
have  been  there,  and  who  found  the  entrances  fine,  deep, 
and  capable  of  admitting  the  largest  vessels.  It  would 
appear  that  the  land  or  levees  de  terre  are  covered  in  many 
parts  with  wood  growing  along  the  channel  of  the  river 
vei-y  far  into  the  sea;  and  where  the  sea  is  deep  they  would 
not  be  suspected,  because  even  the  creeks  of  the  sea  are 
tolerably  deep  at  that  distance,  and  besides,  there  is  every 
appeai-ancc  tliat  ihr  cuiivnt  of  the  river  has  formed  these 
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kind  of  dikes,  by  slmw  iiii;'  on  IjoUi  sides  the  mud  willi  wliicli 
the  winds  fill  tlie  nciuhhoi-iuu'  creeks,  because  those  cause- 
ways are  to  the  riiiht  and  left  of  the  river,  forming  for  it 
a  bed,  as  it  were,  by  their  separation.  Nor  can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  these  levees  will  ever  chan<jce  their  position, 
since  they  consist  of  a  hard  soil,  covered  with  pretty  large 
trees  following  regularly  the  l)aiiks  of  the  river,  which  form 
the  bed  of  it  for  more  than  six  leagues  into  the  sea. 

In  the  memoir  respecting  New  Biscay,  the  difficulty  has 
been 'dealt  with  respecting  the  inconstancy  of  the  savages. 
They  know  too  well  how  important  it  is  to  them  to  live  on 
good  terms  with  us,  to  fail  in  their  fidelity,  in  which  they 
have  never  been  known  to  fail  in  New  France.  Such  an 
event  is  still  less  to  be  appi'chended  from  those  who  are 
obedient  and  submissive  to  their  ca/.iques,  whose  good-will 
it  is  sufficient  to  gain,  in  order  to  keep  the  riest  in  obedience. 
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LETTERS  PATENT. 

Granted  by  the  King  op  France  to  the  Sieur  de  la 
Sai,le,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1678. 

translation. 

""     OinS,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  of 
Navarre.    To  oiir  dear  and  well-loved  Robert  Cavelier, 
J    Sieur  de  la  Salle,  greeting : 

We  have  received  with  favor  the  very  humble  petition, 
which  has  been  presented  to  us  in  your  name,  to  permit 
you  to  endeavor  to  discover  the  western  part  of  New  France ; 
and  we  have  consented  to  this  proposal'  the  more  willingly, 
because  there  is  nothing  we  have  more  at  heart  than  the 
discovery  of  this  country,  through  which  it  is  probable  a 
road  may  be  found  to  penetrate  to  Mexico  [dans  laquel  il 
y  a  apparence  que  1  'on  trouvera  un  chemin  pour  penetrar 
jusqu'au  Mexique]  ;  and  because  your  diligence  in  clear- 
ing the  lands  which  we  granted  to  you  by  the  decree  of 
our  council  of  the  13th  of  May,  1675,  and,  by  Letters 
Patent  of  the  same  date,  to  form  habitations  upon  the  said 
lands,  and  to  put  Fort  Frontenac  in  a  good  state  of  de- 
fence, the  seignioiy  and  government  whereof  we  likewise 
granted  to  you,  affords  us  every  reason  to  hope  that  you 
will  succeed  to  our  satisfaction,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
our  subjects  of  the  said  country. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  thereunto  moving  us,  we 
have  permitted,  and  do  hereby  permit  you,  by  these  pres- 
ents, signed  by  our  hand,  to  endeavor  to  discover  the  west- 
ern part  of  New  France,  and,  for  the  execution  of  this  en- 
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terprise,  to  construct  forts  wherever  you  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sary; Avhieh  it  is  our  will  that  you  shall  hold  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  I'^oi't  I'^ronteiiac.  a.uree.dtly  and  con- 
formably to  our  said  Letters  ]*atent  of  the  13th  of  ^Nlarch, 
1675.  which  we  have  confirmed,  as  far  as  is  needful,  and 
hereb}^  confirm  by  IIk^sc  pi'esents.  And  it  is  oui-  pleasure 
that  they  be  executed  according  to  their  form  and  tenor. 

To  accomplish  this,  and  everything  above  mentioned,  we 
give  you  full  powers ;  on  condition,  however,  that  you  shall 
finish  this  enterprise  within  ilve  years,  in  default  of  which 
these  presents  shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect;  that  you 
carry  on  no  trade  whatever  with  the  savages  called 
Outaouacs.  and  others  who  l)ring  their  beaver  skins  and 
other  peltries  to  ^Montreal ;  and  that  the  whole  shall  be  done 
at  your  expense,  and  that  of  your  company,  to 
which  we  have  granted  the  privilege  of  the  trade  in 
buffalo  skins.  And  we  command  the  Sieur  de  Front enac, 
our  Governor  and  Lieutenant-General,  and  the  Sieur 
Duchcnse,  Intendant.  and  the  other  officers  who  compose  the 
supreme  council  of  the  said  country,  to  affix  their  signatures 
to  these  presents;  for  such  is  our  pleasure.  Given  at  St. 
Germain  en  Laye,  this  l'2th  day  of  May,  1678,  and  of  our 
reign  the  thirty-fifth. 

[Signed]  Louis. 

And  lower  down.  By  the  King, 
Colbert. 

And  sealed  with  the  great  seal  with  yelloAv  wax. 

The  act  of  the  Governor,  attached  to  these  presents,  is 
dated  the  5th  of  November,  1678.* 

*  1  have  a  MS.  copy  of  the  original  in  French,  and  have  corrected  the 
translation  which  was  puhli.'^htd  by  Mr.  Sparks.  This  note  is  by  Fal- 
coner in  his  work  on  the  Discovery  of  the  Mississippi,  published  in 
1844.— H.  W^.  B. 
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]U78-lGlil^llKNKY   DE   'lOXTVS   MKMolii   oK    l(i!t;5. 

His  Early  ]\Iilitary  Life— Joins  Jja  Salle— Is  His  Con- 
fident. Trusted  Aid  and  a  Narrator  of  His  Projects 
IN  New  France. 

"Memoir  Sp:nt  l\  Til):3,  ux  the  J)isc(nERY  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Neighboring  Nations  by  M.  de  la  Salle, 
FROM  the  Year  1678  to  the  Time  of  His  Death,  and 

BY   THE   SiEUR   DE   TONTY    TO   THE  YeAR   1691."* 

IVIemoir,  Etc. 

AFTEK  having  been  eight  years  in  the  French  service, 
by  land  and  by  sea,  and  having  had  a  hand  shot  off 
in  Sicily  by  a  grenade,  I  resolved  to  return  to  France 
to  solicit  employment.  At  that  time  the  late  M.  Cavelier  de 
la  Salle  came  to  Court,  a  man  of  great  intelligence  anfl 
merit  who  sought  to  obtain  leave  to  discover  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  by  crossing  the  southern  countries  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. Having  obtained  of  the  King  the  permission  he  desired 
through  the  favor  of  the  late  M.  Colbert  and  ]\I.  de  Seigne- 
lai,  the  late  Monseigiieur  the  Prince  Conty.  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  him  and  who  honoured  me  with  his  favor, 
directed  me  to  him  to  be  allowed  to  accompany  him  in  his 
long  journeys,  which  he  very  willingly  assented  t<>. 

AYe  sailed  from  Rochelle  on  the  14th  of  July,  1678.  and 
arrived  at  Quebec  on  the  15th  of  September  following.  We 
recruited  there  for  some  days,  and  after  having  taken  leave 
of  M.  de  Frontenac,  ascended  the  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as 
Fort  Frontenac  [Kingston],  120  leagues  from  Quebec  on 
the  banks  of  the  l^ake  Frontenac  [Lake  Ontario],  which  is 
about  300  lagues  round.  After  staying  there  four  days,  we 
(Miil)ai'kod  in  a  boat  [named  "The  Little  Brigantine]  of  40 

*  Thi.s  di)rument  was  addressed  to  Count  de  Pontchertrain,  Minister 
oi  the  Marine  and  Colonies,  and  Abbe  Renaudot,  a  particular  friend  of 
M.  de  la  Salle,  In  1693.  A  translation  of  it  appears  in  Falconer.— H. 
W.  B. 
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to  cross  the  lake,  and  on  Cliristmas  day  we  were  opposite  a 
village  called  Isonnoutonau  to  which  i\r.  de  la  Salle  sent 
some  canoes  to  procure  Indian  corn  for  our  subsistence. 
From  thence  we  sailed  towards  Niagara,  intending  to  look 
for  a  place  above  the  Falls  where  a  boat  might  be  built. 
The  winds  were  so  contrary  that  we  could  not  approach  it 
nearer  than  nine  leagues,  which  obliged  us  to  go  by  land. 
AVe  found  there  some  cabins  of  the  Iroquois,  who  received 
us  well.  AVe  slept  there,  and  the  next  day  we  went  three 
leagues  further  up  to  look  for  a  good  place  to  build  a  boat, 
and  there  encamped. 

The  boat  Ave  came  in  was  lost  through  the  obstin- 
acy of  the  pilot,  whom  M.  de  la  Salle  had  ordered  to 
bring  it  ashore.  The  crew  and  the  things  in  it  were 
saved.  M.  de  la  Salle  determined  to  return  to  Fort  Fron- 
tenac  over  the  ice,  and  I  remained  in  conunand  at  Niagara 
with  a  Father  Eecollet  and  30  men.  The  boat  was  com- 
pleted in  the  spring.  M.  de  la  Salle  joined  us  with  two 
other  boats  up  the  rapids,  which  I  was  not  able  to  ascend 
on  account  of  the  weakness  of  my  crew.  He  directed  me  to 
proceed  and  wait  for  him  at  the  extremity  of  Lake  Erie,  at 
a  place  called  Detroit,  120  leagues  from  Niagara,  to  join 
some  Frenchmen  whom  he  had  sent  off  the  last  autumn.  I 
embarked  in  a  canoe  of  bark,  and  w^hen  we  Avere  near  De- 
troit the  boat  [built  above  Niagara  and  named  the  "Grif- 
fin"] came  up.  We  got  into  it,  and  continued  our  voyage 
as  far  as  Michilimakinac,  where  Ave  arrived  at  the  end  of 
August,  having  crossed  tAvo  lakes  larger  than  tliat  of  Fron- 
tenac  [Ontario]. 

We  remained  there  some  days  to  rest  ourselves,  and 
as  M.  de  la  Salle  intended  to  go  to  the  Illinois,  he 
sent  me  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary,  Avhich  is  situated 
where  lake  Superior  discharges  itself  into  Lake  Huron,  to 
look  for  some  men  \\'ho  had  deserted,  and  he  in  the  mean 
time  sailed  for  the  Lake  Illinois.  Having  arrived  at  Pout- 
-9 
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oiialniiiis,  an  Illinois  village,  the  ealuiuet  was  suug,  during 
which  eci'<'m(»ny  presents  are  given  and  received.  There 
is  a  post  placed  in  the  midst  of  the  assembly,  where  those 
who  wish  to  make  known  their  great  deeds  in  war,  striking 
the  post,  declaim  on  the  deeds  they  have  done.  This  cere- 
mony takes  \)\stce  in  presence  of  those  with  whom  they  wish 
to  make  friendship,  the  calumet  being  the  symbol  of  peace. 
M.  de  la  Salle  sent  his  boat  back  to  Niagara  to  fetch  the 
things  he  wanted,  and,  embarking  in  a  canoe,  continued  his 
voyage  to  the  IMiamis  River,  and  there  commenced  building 
a  house. 

In  the  meantime  I  came  up  with  the  deserters,  and 
brought  them  back  to  within  30  leagues  of  the  Miamis 
River,  where  I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  men,  in  order  to 
hunt,  our  provisions  failing  us.  I  then  went  on  to  join 
M.  de  la  Salle.  When  I  arrived  he  told  me  he  wished  that 
all  the  men  had  come  with  me  in  order  that  he  might  pro- 
ceed to  the  Illinois.  I  therefore  retraced  my  way  to  find 
them,  but  the  violence  of  the  Avind  forced  me  to  land,  and 
'Our  canoe  was  upset  by  the  violence  of  the  waves.  It  was, 
liowever,  saved,  but  everj^thing  that  was  in  it  was  lost,  and 
for  want  of  provisions  we  lived  for  three  days  on  acorns. 
I  sent  word  of  what  had  happened  to  ]\I.  de  la  Salle  and 
he  directed  me  to  join  him.  I  went  back  in  my  little  canoe, 
and  as  soon  as  I  arrived  we  ascended  25  leagues,  as  far 
as  the  portage,  where  the  men  whom  I  had  left  Ijehind 
joined  us.  '  We  made  the  portage  which  extends  about  two 
leagues  and  came  to  the  source  of  the  Illinois  River.  We 
embarked  there  and  descending  the  river  for  100  leagues 
arrived  at  a  village  of  the  savages.  They  were  absent  hunt- 
ing and  as  we  had  no  provisions  we  opened  some  caches 
of  Indian  corn. 

During  this  journey  some  of  our  Frenchmen  were  so 
fatigued  that  they  determined  to  leave  ua,  but  the  night 
they  intended  to  go  was  so  cold  that  theii-  plan  was  broken 
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lip.  We  continiieil  our  route,  in  order  to  join  the  savages 
and  found  them  ."50  h^i.^iies  above  |l)eh)\v]  llie  vina,a:e.  When 
they  saw  us  ihcy  lliou^lil  wc  wciv'  Iro(|uois,  and  pid  them- 
selves on  the  tlet'ensive  and  made  their  women  run  into 
the  woods;  but  wh<'n  they  i-eeotiiiized  us  the  women  were 
<'all('(l  I)a('k  with  Ihcir  childi'di  ;iiitl  'die  cjiluiiict  was  (hineed 
to  M.  de  la  Salle  and  me,  in  order  to  mark  their  desire  to 
live  in  peace  with  us.  We  gave  tliem  some  merchandise 
for  the  corn  wliidi  lie  luid  taken  in  llieir  village.  This 
was  on  the  3d  of  January,  1679   [ItiSO]. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  fortify  ourselves  during  the  win- 
ter we  made  a  fort  which  was  called  Crevecoeur.  Part  of 
our  ]>eople  deserted  and  they  had  even  put  poison  into  our 
kettle.  I\I.  de  la  Salle  was  poisoned,  but  he  was  saved  by 
some  antidote  a  friend  had  given  to  him  in  France.  The  de- 
sertion of  these  men  gave  us  less  annoyance  than  the  effect 
wliich  it  had  on  the  minds  of  the  savages.  The  enemies  of  M. 
de  la  Salle  had  spread  a  report  among  the  Illinois  that  we 
were  friends  of  the  Iroquois,  who  are  their  greatest  ene- 
mies.    The  effect  this  produced  will  be  seen  hereafter. 

]\I.  de  la  Salle  commenced  building  a  boat  to  descend  the 
river.  He  sent  a  Father  Recollect  with  the  Sieur  Dean 
f]\Iichel  Accan]  to  discover  the  nation  of  the  Sioux,  400 
leagues  from  the  Illinois  on  the  ^Mississippi  river  southwards 
[of  Peoria  Lake] ,  a  river  that  runs  not  less  than  800  leagues 
to  the  sea  without  rapids.  Pie  determined  to  go  himself  by 
land  to  Fort  Frontenac  because  he  had  heard  nothing  of  the 
boat  which  he  had  sent  to  Niagara.  lie  gave  me  the  com- 
mand of  this  place  and  left  us  on  tlie  22d  of  ]\Iareh  with  five 
men.  On  his  road  he  met  with  two  men.  wdiom  he  had  sent 
in  the  autumn  to  ^NFichilimakinac  to  obtain  news  of  his  boat. 
They  assured  him  that  it  had  not  come  down,  and  he  there- 
fore determined  to  continue  liis  journey.  The  two  men 
Avere  sent  to  me  with  orders  to  go  to  the  old  village  to  visit  a 
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high  r(ck  |  Starved  rock  on  the  Illinois  liivei-.  TT.  ^V. 
B.]  and  to  build  a  sti'ona'  fort  njxm  it. 

AVliilst  I  was  pi'oceedinu'  lliilln'r  all  iii\'  men  desci'ted  and 
took  away  everything  that  was  most  valuable.  They  left 
me  with  two  Keeo!lect.s  and  three  men,  newly  arrived  from 
France,  stripped  of  everthing  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  sav- 
ages. All  that  I  could  do  was  to  send  an  authentic  account 
of  the  affair  to  J\I.  de  la  Salle.  He  laid  wait  for  them  on 
Lake  Frontenac,  took  some  of  them  and  killed  others,  after 
which  he  returned  to  the  Illinois.  As  for  his  boat,  it  was 
never  heard  of. 

During  the  lime  Ib's  happened,  the  Illinois  were  greatly 
alarmed  at  seeing  a  party  of  600  Iroquois.  It  Avas  tluMi 
near  the  month  of  September.  The  desertion  of  our  men 
and  the  journey  of  M.  de  la  Salle  to  Fort  Frontenac  made 
the  [Illinois]  savages  suspect  that  we  intended  to  betray 
them.  They  severely  reproached  me  on  the  arrival  of  their 
enemies.  As  I  was  so  recently  come  from  France  and  was 
not  then  acquainted  with  their  manners,  I  was  embarrassed 
at  this  event  and  determined  to  go  to  the  enemy  with  neck- 
laces and  to  tell  them  that  I  was  surprised  they  should 
come  to  make  war  with  a  nation  dependent  on  the  govern- 
ment of  New  France,  and  which  M.  de  la  Salle,  whom  they 
esteemed,  governed.  An  Illinois  accompanied  me,  and  we 
separated  ourselves  from  the  body  of  the  Illinois,  who,  to  the 
number  of  400  only,  were  fighting  with  the  enemy.  AVhen 
I  was  within  gun-shot  the  Iroquois  shot  at  ns,  seized  me,  took 
the  necklace  from  my  hand,  and  one  of  them  plunged  a 
knife  into  my  breast,  wounding  a  rib  near  the  heart.  How- 
ever, having  recognized  me,  they  carried  me  into  the  midst 
of  the  camp  and  asked  me  what  I  came  for.  I  gave  them  to 
understand  that  the  Illinois  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
King  of  France  and  of  the  Governor  of  the  countr}^  and 
that  I  was  surprised  that  they  wished  to  break  with  the 
French,  and  not  to  continue  at  peace.     All  this  time  skir- 
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7i!isliiii<i'  was  l;(Uiii:  tui  (Ui  hotli  sides,  and  a  warrior  caiiic  to 
i:ivt'  iKilict'  thai  tlu'ir  K-I't  wiiijj,'  was  ^iviii^'  way,  and  that 
tlu'V  had  reeogni/ed  .-oinc  Freiicliineii  among  the  Illinois, 
wiio  sliot  at  thcni.  On  lliis  they  were  greatly  irritated  against 
me  and  held  a  founeil  on  what  Ihey  should  do  with  me. 
1'here  was  a  man  behind  me  with  a  Icnife  in  his  hand,  who 
every  now  and  th"n  lifted  up  ni\-  hair.  They  were  divided 
in  opinion. 

Tegantonki.  chief  ol"  tln^  Isonloutouan.  desired  to  have 
mo  hurnl.  Au'oasto.  eliief  ol'  the  ( )nnoutagues.  wish(>d 
to  liave  me  set  at  liberty,  as  a  friend  of  'SI.  de  la 
Salle,  and  he  cai-ried  liis  point.  They  agreed  that,  in  order 
to  deceive  the  Illinois,  they  slionld  give  me  a  necklace  of 
porcelain  beads  to  ])rove  that  they  also  were  children  of  the 
Governor,  and  ouglit  to  unite  and  make  a  good  peace.  They 
sent  me  to  deliver  tliis  message  to  the  Illinois.  I  had  much 
difficulty  in  reaching  them  on  account  of  the  blood  I  had 
lost,  both  from  my  wound  and  from  my  mouth.  On  my 
way  I  met  the  Fathers  Gabriel  de  la  Ribonrde  and  Zenoble 
jMembre,  who  were  coming  to  look  after  me.  They  expressed 
great  joy  that  these  barbarians  had  not  put  me  to  death. 
We  went  together  to  the  Illinois,  to  whom  I  reported  the 
sentiments  of  the  Iroquois,  adding,  however,  that  they  must 
not  altogether  trnst  them.  They  retired  Avithin  their  village, 
but  seeing  the  Iroijuois  present  themselves  every  day  in 
battle  array  they  went  to  rejoin  their  wives  and  children, 
three  leagues  oft'.  When  they  went  I  was  left  with  the  two 
Eecollets  and  three  Frenchmen.  The  Iroquois  made  a  fort 
ill  their  village  and  left  us  in  a  cabin  at  some  distance  from 
their  fort. 

Two  days  later,  the  Illinois  appearing  on  the  neigh- 
boring hills,  the  Iroquois  theught  that  we  had  some 
in  their  fort.  They  pressed  me  to  return  to  the  Illinois  and 
induce  them  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace.  They  gave  me  one 
of  their  ow^n  nation  as  a  hostau'e.  and  I  went  with  Father 


134  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL   COLLECTIONS 

Zeiioblc.  The  Iro(|u<)is  iciiiaiiii-d  willi  llic  Illinois,  and  one 
of  the  latter  came  willi  nie.  When  we  jiot  to  the  foi't.  in- 
stead of  niendin<i'  niattei's.  he  spoilt  them  entirely  by  owning 
1h;i1  lliey  li;id  in  ;dl  only  400  men  and  1li;it  Ihe  rest  of  their 
yonng  men  were  gone  to  war,  and  that  if  the  Iroquois  I'eally 
A\'ished  foi-  peace  they  were  ready  to  give  them  the  beaver 
skins  and  some  slaves  which  they  had.  The  li'oquois  called 
me  to  them  and  loaded  me  with  reproaches;  they  told  me 
that  I  was  a  liar  to  have  said  that  the  Illinois  had  1,200 
Mari'iors,  besides  the  allies  who  had  given  them  assistance. 
Where  were  the  ^0  Fi'enchmen  whom  I  had  told  them  had 
been  left  at  the  village?  I  had  mncli  difficulty  in  getting 
out  of  the  scrape. 

The  same  evening  they  sent  back  the  Illinois  to 
tell  his  nation  to  come  the  next  day  to  within  half 
a  league  of  the  fort  and  that  they  would  theie  conclude  the 
peace,  which  in  fact  they  did,  at  noon.  The  Iroquois  gave 
them  presents  of  necklaces  and  merchandise.  The  first  neck- 
lace signified  that  the  Governor  of  New  France  was  angry 
at  their  having  come  to  molest  thc^ir  brothers;  the  second 
w'as  addressed  to  ]\r.  de  la  Salle  with  the  same  meaning,  and 
the  third,  accompanied  with  merchandise,  bound  them  as  by 
oath  to  a  sti'ict  alliance  that  hereafter  they  should  live  as 
brothers.  They  then  separated  and  the  Illinois  believed,  af- 
ter these  presents,  in  the  sincerity  of  the  peace,  which  in- 
duced them  to  come  several  times  into  the  fort  of  Iroquois, 
where  some  Illinois  chiefs  having  asked  me  what  I  thought, 
i  told  them  they  had  everthing  to  fear,  that  their  enemies 
had  no  good  faith,  that  I  knew  that  they  w^ere  making 
canoes  of  elm  bark  and  that  consequently  it  was  intended 
to  pursue  them,  and  that  they  should  take  advantage  of 
any  delay  to  retire  to  some  distant  nation  for  that  they 
would  most  assuredly  be  betrayed. 

The  eighth  day  aftei-  their  arrival,  on  the  10th  ot  Sep- 
tember [ISth  of  Sei)t('mber]  the  Iroquois  called  me  and  the 
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Father  Zenoble  to  council,  ami  having  made  me  sit  down, 
they  phieed  six  i)aekets  oi"  beavei'  skins  before  us  anil  ad- 
dressing me  they  said  that  the  two  first  packets  were  to 
inform  IM.  de  Frontenac  tliat  they  would  not  eat  his  child- 
ren and  that  he  should  not  be  angry  at  what  they  had  done; 
the  third,  a  plaster  foi-  my  wound:  liic  fourth,  some  oil  to 
rub  on  my  own  and  FalluM*  Zenoble's  limbs,  on  account  of 
the  long  journey  we  had  taken;  the  liftli,  that  the  sun  was 
bright:  the  sixth,  that  we  should  profit  by  it  and  depart  the 
next  day  for  the  French  settlements.  I  ask'cd  them  when 
they  would  go  away  themselves.  INIurmurs  arose,  and  some 
of  them  said  that  they  would  eat  some  of  the  Illinois  before 
they  went  away:  upon  which  I  kicked  away  their  presents, 
saying  that  I  would  have  none  of  them,  since  they  desired 
to  eat  the  children  of  the  Governor.  An  Abenakis  who 
was  with  them,  who  spoke  French,  told  me  that  I  irritated 
them,  and  tlu^  chiefs  rising  drove  me  from  the  council. 

"VVe  went  to  our  cabin,  where  we  passed  the  night  on  our 
guard,  resolved  to  kill  some  of  them  before  they  shouhl  kill 
us,  for  we  thought  that  we  should  not  live  out  the  iiiuht. 
However,  at  daybreak  they  directed  us  to  depart,  which  we 
did.  After  five  houi's'  sailing  we  lauded  to  dry  our  ])eltries, 
which  were  wet.  while  we  repaired  oiir  canoe.  The  Father 
Gabriel  told  me  he  was  going  aside  to  pray.  I  advised  him 
not  to  go  away,  because  we  were  surrounded  by  enemies. 
He  -went  about  1,000  paces  off  and  was  taken  by  40  savages, 
of  a  nation  called  Kikai^ous,  who  carried  him  away 
and  broke  his  head.  Finding  that  he  did  not  return.  I 
went  to  look  for  him  with  one  of  the  men.  Having  dis- 
covered his  trail.  I  found  it  cut  by  several  othei's,  which 
joined  and  ended  at  last  in  one.  I  brought  back  this  sad 
news  to  the  Father  Zenoble,  who  was  greatly  grieved  at  it. 
1'owards  evening  we  made  a  great  fire,  hoping  that  pei'haps 
he  might  return:  and  w(^  went  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
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river  where  we  kept  a  good  look  out.     Towards  midnight 
we  saw  a  man  at  a  distance  and  then  many  others. 

The  next  day  we  crossed  over  the  river  to  k)ok  for  our 
crew  and  after  waiting  till  noon  we  embarked  and  reached 
the  Lake  Illinois  by  short  journeys,  always  hoping  to  meet 
with  the  good  father.  After  having  sailed  on  the  lake  as  far 
as  La  Touissant  we  were  wrecked.  20  leagues  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Poutouatamis.  Our  provisions  failing  us,  I  left  a  man 
to  take  care  of  oui-  things  and  went  off  by  land,  but  as  I 
had  a  fever  constantly  on  me,  and  my  legs  were  swollen, 
we  did  not  arrive  at  this  village  till  St.  ]\Iartin's  day  [No- 
vember 11].  During  this  journey  we  lived  on  wild  garlick, 
which  w^e  were  obliged  to  grul)  up  from  under  the  snow. 
When  we  arrived  we  found  no  savages;  they  were  gone  to 
their  winter  quai'tei's.  AVe  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  places 
they  had  left,  whci-e  we  obtained  hardly  as  much  as  two 
handfuls  of  Indian  corn  a  day  and  some  frozen  gourds, 
which  Ave  piled  up  in  a  cabin  at  the  water's  side. 

"Whilst  we  were  gleaning,  a  Frenchman  whom  we  had  left 
at  the  cache  came  to  the  cabin  where  we  had  left  our  little 
store  of  provisions.  He  thought  we  had  put  them  there  for 
him,  and  therefore  did  not  spare  them.  AVe  were  very  nnieh 
surprised,  as  we  were  going  otf  to  IMichilimakinac,  to  find 
him  in  the  cabin  where  he  had  arrived  three  days  before. 
We  had  much  pleasure  in  seeing  him  again,  but  little  to  see 
our  provisions  partly  consumed.  We  did  not  delay  to  em- 
bark, and  after  two  hours'  sail,  the  wind  in  the  offing 
obliged  us  to  land,  when  I  saw  a  fresh  trail  and  directed 
that  it  should  be  followed.  It  led  to  the  Poutouatamis  vil- 
lage, who  had  made  a  portage  to  the  bay  of  the  Puans.  The 
next  day,  weak  as  we  were,  we  carried  our  canoe  and  all 
our  things  into  this  bay,  to  which  there  was  a  league  of 
portage.  We  embarked  in  Sturgeon  Creek,  and  turned  to 
the  right  at  hazard,  not  knowing  where  to  go.     After  sail- 
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ing  for  a  league  wo  round  a  iunnl)ei'  of  cabins,  wliicli  led  us 
to  expect  soou  to  lind  the  sa\'ag'es. 

Five  leagues  i'l'om  lliis  place  we  were  stopped  by 
tlio  wind  fof  eight  days,  wliicb  coiupelled  us  to  con- 
sume tile  lew  provisions  we  liad  collected  together, 
aud  at  last  we  were  wit  bout  anything.  AVe  held 
couiK'il,  and  despairing  of  being  al)l(^  to  eonn^  up  with 
the  savages,  every  one  asked  to  return  to  the  village,  where 
at  least  there  was  wood,  so  that  we  might  die  warm.  The 
wind  lulling,  we  set  off,  and  on  entering  Sturgeon's  Creek 
we  saw  a  fii-e  made  by  savages  who  had  just  gone  away. 
"We  thought  they  were  gone  to  their  village  and  determined 
to  go  ihere.  luit  the  ei-eek  having  frozen  in  the  night,  we 
could  not  proceed  in  our  canoe.  We  made  shoes  of  the 
late  Father  dabriers  cloak,  having  no  leather.  AVe  were 
to  have  stai'ted  in  the  morning,  but  one  of  my  men  being 
■\'ery  ill  from  having  eaten  some  parre-fleche  [rock  moss], 
in  the  evening,  delayed  us.  As  I  was  urging  our  starting, 
two  Ottawas  savages,  came  uj^,  who  led  us  to  where  the 
Poutouatamis  were.  AVe  found  some  Frenchmen  with 
them,  who  kindly  received  us.  I  spent  the  winter  with 
them,  and  the  Father  Zenoble  left  us  to  pass  the  winter 
with  the  Jesuits  at  the  end  of  the  bay. 

I  left  this  place  in  the  spring  foi-  Michilimakinac. 
hardly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  which  we  had 
suffered  from  hunger  and  cold  during  84  days.  AA^e 
arrived  at  Michilimakinae  a])out  the  fete  Dieu  in  Oc- 
t»>ber.  M.  de  la  Salle  arrived  with  Al.  Forest  some 
days  afterw^ards,  on  his  way  to  seek  us  at  the  Illinois. 
He  w^as  very  glad  to  see  us  again,  and  notwithstanding 
the  many  past  reverses,  made  new  preparations  to  continue 
the  discovery  which  he  had  undertakcMi.  I  therefore  em- 
harked  with  him  for  Fort  Frontenac,  to  fetch  things  that 
we  should  want  for  the  expedition.  The  Father  Zenoble 
accompanied  us.     AAlien  Ave  came  to  Lake  Fi-ontenac,  AI. 
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d("  la  Salle  went  forward,  and  I  waited  for  his  boat  at  the 
village  of  Tezagon.  AVheii  it  arrived  there  I  embai-ked  for 
Illinois.  At  the  Miamis  River  I  assembled  some  French- 
men and  savages  for  the  voyage  of  discovery,  and  'M.  de  la 
Balle  joined  ns  in  October. 

We  went  in  canoes  to  the  River  Chicagou,  where 
there  is  a  portage  which  joins  that  of  the  Illinois. 
The  rivers  being  frozen  we  made  sledges  and  dragged 
our  baggage  30  leagues  below  the  village  of  Illinois, 
where,  finding  the  navigation  open,  we  arrived  at  the 
end  of  January  at  the  great  River  Mississippi.  The 
distance  from  Chicagou  was  estimated  at  140  leagues.  We 
descended  the  river  and  found,  six  leagues  below,  on  the 
right,  a  great  river,  which  comes  from  the  west,  on  which 
there  are  numerous  nations.  We  slept  at  its  mouth.  The 
next  day  we  went  on  to  the  village  of  Tamarous,  six  leagues 
off  on  the  left.  There  was  no  one  there,  all  the  people  be- 
ing at  their  winter  quarters  in  the  woods.  We  made 
marks  to  inform  the  savages  that  we  had  passed,  and  contin- 
ued our  route  as  far  as  the  River  Ouabache.  which  is  80 
leagues  from  that  of  the  Illinois.  It  comes  from  the  east 
and  is  more  than  500  leagues  in  length.  It  is  by  this  river 
that  the  Iroquois  advance  to  make  war  against  the  nations 
of  the  south.  Continuing  our  voyage  about  60  leagues,  we 
came  to  a  place  which  was  named  Fort  Prudhomme,  be- 
cause one  of  our  men  lost  himself  there  when  out  hunting 
and  was  nine  days  without  food.  As  they  were  looking  for 
him  they  fell  in  with  two  Chikasas  savages,  whose  village 
was  three  days'  journey  inland.  They  have  2,000  warriors, 
the  greatest  number  of  whom  have  fiat  heads,  which  is  con- 
sidered a  beauty  among  them,  the  women  taking  pains  ta 
flatten  the  heads  of  their  children,  by  means  of  a  cushion 
which  they  put  on  the  forehead  and  bind  with  a  band, 
which  they  also  fasten  to  the  cradle,  and  thus  make  their 
heads  take  tliis  form.     When  they  gi'ow  up  their  faces  are 
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as  big^  as  a  large  soup  philc      All  the  iialious  on  tlie  sea- 
coast  have  the  same  eustom. 

]M.  de  la  Salle  sent  back  one  of  them  with  presents  to  liis 
village,  so  that,  if  they  had  taken  Prndliounne  tlie.y  might 
send  liim  back,  Init  we  round  him  on  the  teiitli  (hiy,  and  as 
fhe  Chikasas  did  not  return,  we  continued  our  route  as  far 
as  the  village  of  Cappa,  50  leagues  off.  AVe  arrived  there 
in  foggy  weather,  and  as  we  heard  the  sountl  of  the  tambour 
we  ci'ossed  over  to  the  other  side  of  tlie  river,  where  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  we  made  a  fort.  The  savages  having 
been  informed  that  we  were  coming  down  the  river,  came  in 
their  canoes  to  look  for  us.  We  made  them  land,  and  sent 
two  Fi-enehmen  as  hostages  to  their  village,  the  chief  visited 
us  witli  the  calumet,  and  we  went  to  the  savages.  They  re- 
galed us  with  the  best  they  had,  and  after  having  danced 
the  calumet  to  M.  de  la  Salle,  they  conducted  us  to  their 
village  of  Toyengan,  eight  leagues  from  Cappa.  They 
received  us  there  in  the  same  manner,  and  from  thence  they 
vcent  with  us  to  Toriman,  tAvo  leagues  further  on,  where  we 
met  with  the  same  reception. 

It  must  be  here  remarked  that  these  villages,  the 
first  of  which  is  Osotony,  are  six  leagues  to  the  right 
descending  the  river,  and  are  conmionly  "called  Akan- 
cas  [Arkansas].  The  three  first  villages  are  situated 
on  the  great  river  [Mississippi] .  M.  de  la  Salle  erect- 
ed the  arms  of  the  king  there ;  they  have  cabins  made 
with  the  bark  of  cedar;  they  have  no  other  worship  than 
the  adoration  of  all  soils  of  animals.  Their  country  is  very 
beautiful,  having  abundance  of  peach,  plum  and  apple 
trees,  and  vines  flourish  there;  buffaloes,  deer,  stags,  bears, 
turkeys,  are  vci'v  nuiiK^-ous.  They  have  even  domestic 
fowls.  They  have  very  little  snow  during  the  winter,  and 
the  ice  is  not  thicker  than  a  dollar.  They  gave  us  guides 
to  conduct  us  to  their  allies,  the  Taeiicas,  six  leagues  distant. 
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The  first  day  we  began  to  see  and  to  kill  alligators,  which 
are  numerous,  and  from  15  to  20  feet  long.  When  we  ar- 
rived opposite  to  the  village  of  the  Taencas,  M.  de  la  Salle 
desired  me  to  go  to  it  and  inform  the  chief  of  his  arrival. 
1  Avent  with  our  guides,  and  we  had  to  carry  a  bark  canoe 
for  ton  arpens.  and  to  launch  it  on  a  small  lake  in  which 
their  village  was  placed.  I  was  surprised  to  find  cabins 
p:ade  of  mud  and  covered  with  cane  mats.  The  cabin  of 
the  chief  was  40  feet  square,  the  wall  10  feet  high,  a  foot 
thick,  and  the  roof,  which  was  of  a  dome  shape,  about  15 
feet  high.  I  was  not  less  surprised  when,  on  entering,  I 
saw  the  chief  seated  on  a  camp  bed,  wdth  three  of  his  wives 
at  his  side,  surrounded  by  more  than  60  old  men,  clothed  in 
large  white  cloaks,  Avhich  are  made  by  the  women  out  of 
the  bark  of  the  mulberry  tree,  and  are  tolerably  well 
worked.  The  women  Avere  clothed  in  the  same  manner, 
and  every  time  the  chief  spoke  to  them,  before  answering 
him,  they  howled  and  cried  out  several  times— "O-o-o-o-o!" 
to  show  their  respect  for  him,  for  their  chiefs  are  held  in  as 
much  consideration  as  our  kings. 

No  one  drinks  out  of  the  chief's  cup.  nor  eats  out 
of  his  plate,  and  no  one  passes  before  him ;  when  he 
walks  they  clean  the  path  before  him.  When  he  dies 
they  sacrifice  his  youngest  wife,  his  house-steward  [maitre 
d 'hotel],  and  a  hundred  men,  to  accompany  him  into 
the  other  world.  Th(\v  have  a  form  of  worship,  and 
adore  the  sun.  There  is  a  temple  opposite  the  house 
cf  the  chief,  and  similar  to  it,  except  that  three 
eagles  are  placed  on  this  temple  Avho  look  towards  the  rising 
sun.  The  temple  is  surrounded  with  strong  mud  walls, 
in  which  are  fixed  spikes  on  which  they  place  the  heads  of 
their  enemies  Avhom  they  sacrifice  to  the  sun.  At  the  door 
of  the  temple  is  a  block  of  Avood,  on  Avhich  is  a  great  shell 
^A^gnot],  and  plaited  round  Avith  the  hair  of  their  enemies 
in  a  plait  as  thick  as  an  ai'iii  and  al)out  20  fathoms  ftoises] 
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]o]\v:.  The  inside  of  the  temple  is  nalcecl ;  there  is  au  altar 
ill  the  middle,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  three  logs  of 
wood  are  placed  on  end,  and  a  tire  is  kept  up  day  and  night 
by  two  old  priests  [joniileurs],  who  ai-e  the  directors  [niai- 
tres]  of  their  worship.  These  old  men  showed  me  a  small 
cabinet  wilhin  the  wall,  made  of  mats  of  cane.  Desiring 
to  see  A\hat  was  inside,  the  old  men  prevented  me,  giving 
me  to  understand  that  their  God  was  there.  But  I  have 
since  learnt  that  it  is  the  place  where  they  keep  their  treas- 
ure, such  as  fine  pearls  which  they  tisli  up  in  the  nei<i'hbor- 
hood,  and  European  merchandise. 

At  the  last  (juarter  of  the  moon  all  the  cabins  make 
an  offering  of  a  dish  of  the  best  food  they  have,  which 
is  placed  at  the  door  of  the  temple.  The  old  men 
take  care  to  carry  it  away  and  to  make  a  good  feast 
of  it  with  their  families.  Every  spring  they  make 
a  clearing,  which  they  name  "the  field  of  the  spirit," 
\vhen  all  the  men  work  to  the  sound  of  the  tam- 
bour. In  the  autumn  the  Indian  corn  is  harvested  with 
much  ceremony  and  stored  in  magazines  until  the  moon 
of  June  in  the  following  year,  when  all  the  village  assem- 
ble, and  invite  their  neighbors  to  eat  it.  They  do  not  leave 
the  ground  until  they  have  eaten  it  all,  making  great  re- 
joicings the  whole  time.  This  is  all  I  learnt  of  this  na- 
tion.   The  three  villages  below  have  the  same  customs. 

Let  us  return  to  the  chief.  When  I  was  in  his  cabin 
he  told  me  with  a  smiling  countenance  the  pleasure  he  felt 
at  the  arrival  of  the  French.  I  saw  that  one  of  his  wives 
wore  a  pearl  necklace.  I  presented  her  with  ten  yards  of 
blue  grass  beads  in  exchange  for  it.  She  made  some  diffi- 
culty, but  the  chief  having  told  her  to  let  me  have  it,  she 
did  so.  I  carried  it  to  j\I.  de  la  Salle,  giving  him  an  account 
of  all  that  I  had  seen  and  told  him  that  the  chief  intended 
to  visit  him  the  next  day— which  he  did.  He  would,  not 
have  done  this  for  savages  but  the  hoi)e  of  obtaining  some 
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merchandise  induced  him  to  act  tliiis.  lie  came  the  next 
day  with  wooden  canoes  to  the  sound  of  the  tambour  and 
tlio  nuisic  of  the  women.  The  savages  of  the  river  use  no 
otlier  boats  than  these.  ]\1.  de  la  Salle  received  him  with 
much  i)oliteness,  and  gave  him  some  presents;  they  gave  us, 
in  return,  plenty  of  provisions  and  some  of  their  robes.  The 
chiefs  returned  well  satisfied.  AVe  stayed  during  the  day, 
vt^hich  was  the  22nd  of  March.  An  observation  gave  31 
degrees  of  latitude. 

We  left  on  the  22nd,  and  slept  in  an  island  ten 
leagues  off.  The  next  day  we  saw  a  canoe,  and  M. 
de  la  Salle  ordered  me  to  chase  it,  which  I  did,  and 
as  I  was  just  on  the  point  of  taking  it,  more  than  100 
men  appeared  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  defend  their 
people.  M.  de  la  Salle  shouted  out  to  me  to  come  back, 
which  I  did.  We  went  on  and  encamped  opposite  them. 
Afterwards,  M.  de  la  Salle  expressing  a  wish  to  meet  them 
peacefully,  I  offered  to  carry  to  them  the  calumet,  and  em- 
barking, went  to  them.  At  first  they  joined  their  hands, 
as  a  sign  that  they  wished  to  be  fi'iends;  I,  who  had  but 
one  hand,  told  our  men  to  do  the  same  thing. 

I  made  the  chief  meii  among  them  cross  over  to  ]\I.  de 
la  Salle,  who  accompanied  them  to  their  village,  three 
leagues  inland,  and  passed  the  night  there  with  some  of  his 
men.  The  next  day  he  returned  with  the  chief  of  the  vil- 
lage where  he  had  slept,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  great 
chief  of  the  Natehes;  he  conducted  us  to  his  brother's  vil- 
lage, situated  on  the  hill  side  near  the  river,  at  six  leagues 
distance.  We  were  very  well  received  there.  This  nation 
counts  more  than  300  Avarriors.  Here  the  men  cultivate 
the  ground,  hunt  and  fish,  as  well  as  the  Taencas,  and 
their  manners  are  the  same.  We  departed  thence  on  Good 
Friday,  and  after  a  voyage  of  20  leagues,  encamped  at 
the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  which  runs  from  the  west.    We 
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continued  our  journey,  and  crossed  a  great  canal,  which 
went  towards  tlie  sea  on  the  riglit. 

Thirty  leagues  furtlii'r  on  we  saw  some  lishernien  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  sent  to  i-econiioitre  them.  It  was 
the  vilhige  of  the  Quinii)issas,  wlio  let  iiy  their  arrows  upon 
our  men.  who  retired  in  consequence.  As  INI.  de  hi  Salle 
wiMild  not  fight  against  any  nation,  he  made  us  embark. 
Twelve  leagues  from  this  village,  on  the  left,  is  that  of  the 
Tangibaos.  Scarcely  eight  days  before,  this  village  had  been 
totally  destroyed.  Dead  bodies  were  lying  one  on  another 
and  the  cabins  were  burnt.  We  proceeded  on  our  course, 
and  after  sailing  forty  leagues,  arrived  at  the  sea  on  the 
7th  of  April. 

]\L  de  la  Salle  sent  canoes  to  inspect  the  channels,  some 
of  them  went  to  the  channel  on  the  right  hand,  some  to  the 
left,  and  M.  de  la  Salle  chose  the  centre.  In  the  evening 
each  made  his  report,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  channel? 
were  very  fine,  wide,  and  deep.  We  encamped  on  the  right 
bank,  we  erected  the  arms  of  the  King,  and  returned  sev- 
eral times  to  inspect  the  channels.  The  same  report  was 
made.  This  river  is  800  leagues  long,  without  rapids,  400 
from  the  country  of  the  Scionx,  and  400  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Illinois  river  to  the  sea.  The  banks  are  almost  un- 
inhabitable, on  account  of  the  spring  floods.  The  woods  are 
all  those  of  a  boggy  district,  the  country  one  of  canes  and 
briars  and  of  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots ;  but  a  league  or  two 
from  the  river,  the  most  beautiful  country  in  the  world, 
prairies,  woods  of  mulberry  trees,  vines  and  fruits  that  we 
were  not  acquainted  with.  The  savages  gather  the  Indian 
corn  twnce  in  the  year.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  river, 
which  might  be  settled,  the  river  makes  a  bend  N.  and  S., 
and  in  many  places  every  now  and  then  is  joined  by 
streams  on  the  right  and  left. 

The  river  is  only  navigable  [for  large  vessels?]  as  far  as 
the  village  of  the  Natches,  for  above  that  place  the  river 
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v.'inds  too  much ;  but  tins  does  not  prevent  the  navigation 
of  the  river  from  the  confluence  of  the  Ouabache  and  the 
Mississippi  as  far  as  the  sea.  There  are  but  few  beavers, 
but  to  make  amends,  there  is  a  large  number  of  buffaloes, 
bears,  large  wolves — stags  and  hinds  in  abundance — and 
some  lead  mines,  which  yield  two-thirds  of  ore  to  one  of 
refuse.  As  these  savages  are  stationary  [sedentaires] ,  and 
have  some  habits  of  subordination,  they  might  be  obliged 
to  make  silk  in  order  to  procure  necessaries  for  themselves ; 
bringing  to  them  from  Prance  the  eggs  of  silkworms,  for 
the  forests  are  full  of  mulberry  trees.  This  would  be  a 
valuable  trade. 
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Tonty's  iAIemoir— Continued. 

As  for  the  country  of  Illinois,  tlie  river  runs  100  leagues 
from  the  Fort  St.  Louis,  to  where  it  falls  into  the  Missis- 
sippi. Thus  it  may  be  said  to  contain  some  of  the  finest 
lands  ever  seen.  The  climate  is  the  same  as  that  of  Paris, 
though  in  the  40th  degree  of  latitude.  The  savages  there 
are  active  and  brave,  but  extremely  lazy,  except  in  war, 
when  they  think  nothing  of  seeking  their  enemies  at  a  dis- 
tance of  500  or  600  leagues  from  their  own  country.  This 
constantly  occurs  in  the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  whom,  at 
my  instigation,  they  continually  harass.  Not  a  year  passes 
in  which  they  do  not  take  a  number  of  prisoners  and  scalps. 
A  few  pieces  of  pure  copper,  whose  origin  we  have  not 
sought,  are  found  in  the  river  of  the  Illinois  country.  Poly- 
gamy prevails  in  this  nation,  and  is  one  of  the  great  hin- 
drances to  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  as  well  as  the 
fact  of  their  having  no  form  of  worship  of  their  own.  The 
nations  lower  down  would  be  more  easily  converted,  be- 
cause they  adore  the  sun,  which  is  their  divinity.  This  is 
all  that  I  am  able  to  relate  of  those  parts. 

Let  us  return  to  the  sea  coast,  where,  provisions  fail- 
ing, we  were  obliged  to  leave  it  sooner  than  we  wished, 
in  order  to  obtain  provisions  in  the  neighboring  vil- 
lages. We  did  not  know  how  to  get  anything  from 
the  village  of  the  Quinipissas,  who  had  so  ill  received 
us  as  we  went  down  the  river.  We  lived  on  potatoes 
until  six  leagues  from  their  village,  when  we  saw 
smoke.  M.  de  la  Salle  went  to  reconnoitre  at  night.  Our 
people  reported  that  they  had  seen  some  women.  We  went 
on  at  daybreak  and  taking  four  of  the  women,  encamped 
on  the  opposite  bank.  One  of  the  women  was  sent  with 
-10 
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merchandise  to  prove  that  we  had  no  evil  design  and  wished 
for  their  alliance  and  for  provisions.  She  made  her  re- 
port. Some  of  them  came  immediately  and  invited  us  to 
encamp  on  the  other  bank,  which  we  did.  AVe  sent  back 
the  three  other  women,  keeping-,  however,  constant  guard. 
They  brought  us  some  provisions  in  the  evening,  and  the 
next  morning,  at  daybreak,  the  scoundrels  attacked  us. 

We  vigorously  repulsed  them,  and  by  10  o'clock  burnt 
their  canoes,  and,  but  for  the  fear  of  our  ammunition  fail- 
ing, we  should  have  attacked  their  village.  AVe  left  in  the 
evening  in  order  to  reach  Natches  where  we  had  left  a 
quantity  of  grain  on  passing  down.  When  we  arrived  there 
the  chief  came  out  to  meet  us.  M.  de  la  Salle  made  them 
a  present  of  the  scalps  we  had  taken  from  the  Quinipissas. 
They  had  already  heard  the  news,  for  they  had  resolved 
to  betray  and  kill  us.  AVe  went  up  to  their  village  and 
as  we  saw  no  women  there,  we  had  no  doubt  of  their  having 
some  evil  design.  In  a  moment  we  were  surrounded  by 
1,500  men.  They  brought  us  something  to  eat,  and  we  ate 
V7ith  our  guns  in  our  hands.  As  they  w^ere  afraid  of  fire- 
arms, they  did  not  dare  to  attack  us.  The  chief  begged  AI. 
de  la  Salle  to  go  away,  as  his  young  men  had  not  much 
sense,  which  we  very  willingly  did — the  game  not  being 
equal,  we  having  only  50  men,  French  and  savages.  AVe 
then  went  on  to  the  Taencas,  and  then  to  the  Arkansas, 
where  we  were  well  received. 

From  thence  we  came  to  Fort  Prudhoiume.  wliore  AT.  de 
la  Salle  fell  dangerously  ill  which  obliged  him  to  send  me 
forward,  on  the  6th  of  Alay,  to  arrange  his  affairs  at  Alissil- 
imakinac.  In  passing  near  the  Ouabache,  I  found  four  Iro- 
quois, -who  told  us  that  there  were  100  men  of  their  nation 
coming  on  after  them.  This  gave  us  some  alarm.  There  is  no 
pleasure  in  meeting  warriors  on  one's  road,  especially  when 
thev  have  been  unsuccessful.    I  left  tliem  and  at  about  20 
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leagues  from  'J'ainaraas  wt'  saw  smoke.  1  ordered  om-  peojili^ 
to  prepare  their  arms,  and  we  resolved  to  advance,  expectinj:; 
to  meet  the  Iroquois.  AVheu  Ave  were  near  the  smoke, 
we  saw  some  canoes,  which  made  us  think  that  they  could 
only  be  Illinois  or  Tamaraas.  They  were  in  fact  the  latter. 
As  soon  as  they  saw  us,  they  came  out  of  the  wood  in  great 
numbers  to  attack  us,  taking  us  for  Iroquois. 

I  presented  the  calumet  to  them  — they  put  down  their 
arms  and  conducted  us  to  their  village  without  doing  us  any 
harm.  The  chiefs  held  a  council,  and,  taking  us  for  Iroquois, 
resolved  to  burn  us;  and,  but  for  some  Illinois  among  us, 
we  should  have  fared  ill.  They  let  us  proceed.  We  arrived 
about  the  end  of  June,  1683  [1682],  at  the  River  Chicaou, 
and,  by  the  middle  of  July,  at  Miehilimakinac.  M.  de  la 
Salle,  having  recovered,  joined  us  in  September.  Re- 
solving to  go  to  France,  he  ordered  me  to  collect  together 
the  French  who  were  on  the  RiAcr  INIiamis  to  construct 
the  Fort  of  St.  Louis  in  the  Illinois.  I  left  with  this  design, 
and  when  I  arrived  at  the  place,  M.  de  la  Salle,  having 
changed  his  mind,  joined  me.  They  set  to  work  at  the 
fort,  and  it  was  finished  in  Marcli,  1683. 

During  the  winter  I  gave  all  the  nations  notice  of  what 
we  had  done  to  defend  them  from  the  Iroquois,  through 
whom  they  had  lost  700  people  in  previous  years.  They 
approved  of  our  good  intentions,  and  established  themselves, 
to  the  number  of  300  cabins,  near  the  Fort  Illinois,  as  well 
Mi  amis  as  Chawanons. 

M.  de  la  Salle  departed  for  France  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, leaving  me  to  command  the  fort.  Tie  met  on  his 
way  the  Chevalier  de  Bogis,  whom  ]\r.  de  la  Barre  had  sent 
with  letters,  ordering  M.  de  la  Salle  to  Quebec,  who  had  no 
trouble  in  making  tlie  journey,  as  he  was  met  witli  on  the 
road.  M.  de  la  Salle  wTote  to  me  to  receive  ]\1.  de  Bogis 
well,  which  I  did.    The  winter  passed,  and  on  the  20th  of 
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]\rareli,  1684,  being-  informed  that  the  Iroquois  were  about 
to  attack  us,  we  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  dispatclied 
a  canoe  to  M.  de  la  Durantaye,  Governor  of  Missilimakinae, 
for  assistance,  in  case  the  enemy  should  hold  out  against  us 
a  long  time.  The  savages  appeared  on  the  21st,  and  we 
repulsed  them  with  loss.  After  six  days'  siege  they  retired 
wdth  some  slaves  which  they  had  made  in  the  neighborhood, 
who  afterwards  escaped  and  came  back  to  the  fort. 

M.  de  la  Durantaye,  with  Father  Daloy,  a  Jesuit,  arrived 
at  the  Fort  with  about  60  Frenchmen,  whom  they  brought 
to  our  assistance,  and  to  inform  me  of  the  orders  of  M. 
de  la  Barre,  to  leave  the  place.  They  stated  that  M.  de 
Bogis  was  in  possession  of  a  place  belonging  to  M.  de  hi 
Foret,  who  had  accompanied  M.  de  la  Salle  to  France,  and 
had  returned  by  order  of  M.  de  la  Salle  with  a  lettre  de 
cachet.  ]\T.  d(i  la  Barre  was  directed  to  deliver  up  to  M.  de 
la  Foret  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  and 
Avliich  were  occupied  by  others  to  his  prejudice.  He  brought 
me  news  that  M.  de  la  SaJle  was  sailing  by  way  of  the  islands 
to  find  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  bad  at  court  ob- 
tained a  company  for  me. 

He  sent  me  orders  to  command  at  Fort  St.  Louis, 
as  Captain  of  Foot,  and  Governor  [and  "Governor 
in  the  Province  of  Illinois"  as  he  elsewhere  says]. 
We  took  measures  together,  and  formed  a  company 
of  20  men  to  maintain  the  fort.  M.  de  la  Foret  went  away 
in  the  autumn,  for  Fort  Frontenac,  and  I  began  my  jour- 
ney to  Illinois.  Being  stopped  by  the  ice,  I  was  obliged 
to  halt  at  iMontreal,  where  I  passed  the  Avinter.  "When  M. 
de  la  Foret  ai'rived  there  in  the  spring,  we  took  new  meas- 
ures—he returned  to  Frontenac,  and  I  Avent  on  to  the  Illi- 
nois, where  I  arrived  in  June  [1685].  M.  le  Chevalier  de 
Bogis  retired  from  his  command  according  to  the  orders 
that  I  brought  him  from  M.  de  la  Barre. 
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The  .Mianiis  liaviti^'  s(M-i()usly  defeattHl  tlu'  Illinois,  it 
cost  lis  1,000  (lollais  to  I'ccoiicilo  tlioso  two  nations,  which 
I  (lid  not  accdiiiplisli  witlioul  lii'cal  IfoiiMc  In  the  autumn 
I  eiiibaiketl  lor  MissiliinaUinac,  in  ordci*  to  obtain  news  of 
M.  de  la  Salle.  I  heard  thei-e  that  !Monsei<i-neui-  de  Denon- 
viile  had  succeeded  M.  de  la  l>an'c  ;  and  by  a  letter  which  he 
did  nie  the  honor  to  write  to  ine,  he  expressed  his  wish  to 
see  nie.  that  we  nii^'ht  take  nieasuivs  for  a  war  ayainst  the 
Iroquois,  and  inf(tnii('d  me  thai  Al.  de  la  Salle  was  engaged 
in  seeking  tlu^  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  in  the  (Julf  of  iNIex- 
ieo.  Upon  hearing  this  I  resolved  to  go  in  search  of  him 
with  a  nuinbcr  of  Canadians,  and  as  soon  as  I  should  have 
found  liiiii,  to  iH'tui'u  back  to  execute  the  oi-ders  of  M.  de 
Denonville. 

I  embarked,  therefore,  feu-  the  Illinois,  on  St.  Andrew's 
Day  [30th  of  October,  1685]  ;  but  being  stopped  by  the  ice, 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  canoe  and  to  proceed  on  by 
land.  After  going  120  leagues  I  arrived  at  the  Fort  of 
Chicaou,  where  M.  de  la  Durantaye  commanded ;  and  from 
thence  I  came  to  Fort  St.  Louis,  where  I  arrived  in  the 
middle  of  January,  1685  [1686].  I  departed  thence  on  the 
16th  of  February,  wdth  30  Frenchmen  and  five  Illinois  and 
Chawanons  [Shawnees]  for  the  sea,  which  I  reached  in  Holy 
AVeek. 

After  having  passed  the  above-named  nations,  I  was 
very  well  received.  I  sent  out  two  canoes,  one  towards 
the  coast  of  ]\Iexico,  and  the  other  towards  Carolina,  to 
see  if  they  could  discover  anything.  They  each  sailed  about 
30  leagues,  but  proceeded  no  farther  for  want  of  fresh 
water.  They  reported  that  where  they  had  been  the  land 
began  to  rise.  They  brouglit  me  a  porpoise  and  some  oys- 
ters. As  it  would  take  us  five  months  to  reach  the  French 
settlements,  I  proposed  to  my  men,  that  if  they  would  trust 
to  me  to  follow  the  coast  as  far  as  Manatte,  that  by  this 
means  we  sliould  arrive  shoi'llv  at  ^Montfeal.  that  we  should 
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not  lose  our  time,  because  we  might  discover  some  fine  coun- 
try and  might  even  take  some  booty  on  our  way.  Part  of  my 
men  were  willing  to  adopt  my  plan;  but  as  the  rest  were 
opposed  to  it,  I  decided  to  return  the  way  I  came. 

The  tide  does  not  rise  more  than  two  feet  perpendicu- 
larly on  the  sea  coast,  and  on  the  land  is  very  low  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river.  We  encamped  in  the  place  where  M. 
de  la  Salle  had  erected  the  arms  of  the  King.  As  they 
had  been  thrown  down  by  the  floods,  I  took  them  five  leagues 
farther  up,  and  placed  them  in  a  higher  situation.  I  put 
a  silver  ecu  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree  to  serve  as  a  mark  of 
time  and  place.  We  left  this  place  on  Easter  Monday. 
When  we  came  opposite  the  Quinipissus  Village,  the  chiefs 
brought  me  the  calumet  and  declared  the  sorrow  they  felt 
at  the  treachery  they  had  perpetrated  against  me  on  our 
first  voyage.     I  made  an  alliance  with  them. 

Forty  leagues  higher  up,  on  the  right,  we  discovered  a 
village  inland,  with  the  inhabitants  of  which  we  also  made 
an  alliance.  These  are  the  Oumas,  the  bravest  savages  of  the 
river.  AVhen  we  Avere  at  Arkansas,  ten  of  the  Frenchmen  who 
accompanied  me  asked  for  a  settlement  on  the  River  Arkan- 
sas on  a  seignory  that  ]M.  de  la  Salle  had  given  me  on  our 
first  voyage.  I  granted  the  request  to  some  of  them.  They 
remained  there  to  build  a  house  surrounded  with  stakes. 
The  rest  accompanied  me  to  Illinois,  in  order  to  get  what 
they  wanted.  I  arrived  there  on  St.  John's  Day  [24th  of 
June].  I  made  two  chiefs  of  the  Illinois  embark  with  me 
in  my  canoe,  to  go  and  receive  the  orders  of  ]M.  de  Denon- 
ville,  and  we  arrived  at  Montreal  by  the  end  of  July. 

I  left  that  place  at  the  beginning  of  October  to  return 
to  the  Illinois.  I  came  there  (m  the  10th  of  October,  and 
I  directly  sent  some  Frenchmen  to  our  savage  allies  to 
declare  war  against  the  Iroquois,  inviting  them  to  assem- 
ble at  the  Fort  of  Bonhomme,  which  they  did  in  the  month 


FRENCH   EXPLORATIONS   KiTS-KiiH.  151 

of  Ai)ril,  1G8G  []()87].  The  Sieur  de  la  Foret  was  already 
gone  ill  a  canoe  wilh  '.]0  l^'ienehmen,  and  he  was  to  wait  for 
me  at  Detroit  till  the  end  of  May.  I  gave  our  savames  a 
dog-  feast  [festin  de  chien]  ;  and  after  having  dechired  to 
theiu  the  will  of  the  King  and  of  the  Governor,  I  left  with 
16  Frenchmen  and  a  guide  oi'  the  ^liaiiii  nation. 

We  encamped  half  a  league  from  the  Fort,  to  wait  for  the 
savages  wlio  might  wish  to  follow  ns.  I  left  20  Frenchmen  at 
the  Fort  and  the  Sieur  de  Bellefontaine  to  connnand  there 
during  my  absence.  Fifty  Chaganons,  four  Loups,  and 
seven  ]\Iiamis  came  to  join  me  at  night;  and  the  next  day 
more  than  300  Illinois  came,  but  they  went  back  again, 
with  the  exception  of  149.  This  did  not  prevent  my  con- 
tinuing my  route;  and  after  200  leagues  of  journey  by 
land,  we  came,  on  the  19th  of  May,  to  Fort  Detroit.  We 
made  some  canoes  of  elm,  and  I  sent  one  of  them  to  Fort 
St.  Joseph  on  the  high  ground  above  Detroit,  30  leagues 
from  where  we  were,  to  give  Sieur  Dulud,  the  Commander 
of  this  fort,  information  of  my  arrival.  The  Sieur  Beauvais 
de  Tilly  joined  me,  and  afterwards  the  Sieur  de  la  Foret, 
then  the  Sieurs  de  la  Durantaye  and  Dulud.  I  made  the 
French  and  the  savages  coast  along  the  bay. 

After  Le  Sieur  Durantaye  had  saluted  us,  we  returned  the 
salute.  They  had  with  them  30  English,  Avhom  they  had  tak- 
en on  the  Lake  Huron,  at  the  place  at  which  they  had 
reached  it.  AVe  made  canoes  on  our  journey,  and  coasted 
along  Lake  Erie  to  Niagara,  where  we  made  a  fort  below  the 
portage  to  wait  there  for  news.  On  our  way  we  took  30 
more  Englishmen,  who  were  going  to  Missilimakinae,  com- 
manded by  IMajor  Gregory,  who  was  bringing  back  some 
Huron  and  Outawas  slaves,  taken  by  the  Iroquois.  Had 
it  not  been  for  these  two  moves  of  good  luck  our  affairs 
would  have  turned  out  badly,  as  we  were  at  war  with 
the  Iroquois.     The  English,   from  the  great  quantity  of 
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brandy  which  they  had  Avith  tliem,  would  have  gained  over 
our  allies,  and  thus  we  should  have  had  all  the  savages 
and  the  English  upon  us  at  once. 

I  sent  the  Sieur  de  la  Foret  forward  to  inform  i\I.  de 
Denonville  of  everything.  He  was  at  the  Fort  of  Fron- 
tenac,  and  he  joined  us  at  Fort  Les  Sables.  The  large  boat 
arrived,  and  brought  us  provisions.  M.  le  Monseigneur  sent 
us  word  by  it  that  he  expected  to  arrive  by  the  10th  of 
July  at  tlie  ]\Iarsh,  which  is  seven  leagues  from  Sonuontou- 
ans. 

The  Poutouatamis,  llourons,  and  Ottawas  joined  us 
there,  and  built  some  canoes.  There  was  an  Iroquois  slave 
among  them  whom  I  proposed  to  have  put  to  death  for  the 
insolent  manner  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  French.  They 
paid  no  attention  to  my  proposal.  Five  leagues  on  our 
march  he  ran  away  and  gave  information  of  our  approach, 
and  of  the  marks  which  our  savages  bore  to  recognize  each 
other,  which  did  us  great  harm  in  the  ambuscade,  as  will 
be  seen. 

On  the  10th  we  arrived  at  the  Marsh  of  Fort  Les  Sables 
and  the  army  from  below  arrived  at  the  same  time.  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  take  possession  of  a  certain  position,  which 
I  did  with  my  company  and  savages.  We  then  set  about 
building  a  fort.  On  the  11th  I  went  with  50  men  to  recon- 
noitre the  road,  three  miles  from  Camp.  On  the  12th  the 
Fort  was  finished,  and  we  set  off  for  the  village.  On  the  13th, 
half  a  league  from  the  prairie  [deserts],  we  found  an 
ambuscade,  and  my  company,  who  were  the  advance  guard, 
forced  it.  AVe  lost  seven  men  of  whom  my  lieutenant  was 
one,  and  two  of  my  own  people.  AYe  were  occupied  for 
seven  days  in  cutting  down  the  corn  of  the  four  villages. 
A¥e  returned  to  Fort  Les  Sables,  and  left  it  It)  ])iiild  a  fort 
at  Niagara. 
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From  tlu'iHT  1  ri'tiiriu'd  to  Fort  St.  Ltniis  wilh  my 
cusin,  the  Sieui'  Dulud,  who  returned  1o  his  posi  willi 
18  soldiers  and  some  savages.  Having  made  half  the 
portage,  which  is  two  leagues  in  length,  some  Ilurons  who 
followed  us.  perceived  some  Iroquois,  and  ran  to  give  us 
warning.  There  were  only  40  of  us,  and  as  we  thought  the 
enemy  strong,  we  agreed  to  fall  back  with  our  ammunition 
tOAvards  the  fort  and  get  a  reinforcement.  We  marched  all 
night,  and  as  the  Sieui'  Dulud  could  not  leave  his  detach- 
ment, he  begged  me  to  go  to  the  jMarcfuis,  while  he  lay  in 
ambush  in  a  very  good  position.  I  embarked,  and  when  I 
came  to  the  Fort,  the  Marquis  Avas  unwilling  to  give  me 
any  men,  the  more  so  as  the  militia  was  gone  away  and  he 
had  only  some  infantry  remaining  to  escort  him;  however, 
he  sent  Captain  Valicnnes  and  50  men  to  support  us,  who 
stayed  at  the  portage  whilst  we  crossed  it.  We  embarked, 
and  when  clear  of  tlie  land  we  perceived  the  Iroquois  on 
the  banks  of  the  lake.  We  passed  over,  and  I  left  the  Sieur 
Dulud  at  his  post  at  Detroit.  I  went  on  in  company  wdth 
the  Reverend  Father  Crevier  as  far  as  Missilimakinac,  and 
afterwards  to  Fort  St.  Louis  in  1687. 

There  I  found  ]\I.  Cavelier,  a  priest,  his  nephew,  and  the 
Father  Anastatius,  a  Recollet,  and  tAvo  men.  They  con- 
cealed from  me  the  assassination  of  ^l.  de  la  Salle ;  and 
upon  their  assuring  me  that  he  was  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
in  good  health,  I  received  them  as  if  they  had  been  M.  de 
la  Salle  himself,  and  lent  them  more  than  700  francs 
[281].  M.  Cavelier  departed  in  the  spring.  lf)87  [1688], 
to  give  an  account  of  his  voyage  at  court. 

M.  de  la  Forct  came  here  in  the  autunni.  and  went  away 
in  the  following  spring.  On  the  7th  of  Api'il,  one  named 
Coutoure  brought  to  me  two  Akansas,  who  danced  the  calu- 
met. They  informed  me  of  the  death  of  ]\I.  de  la  Salle, 
Avith  all  the  circumstances  Avhich  they  had  heard  from  the 
lips  of  ]M.   Caveliei',   Avho  had   fortunately  discovered   the 


1")4  ILLINOIS    HISTORICAL   COLLECTIONS 

house  I  had  built  at  Arkansas,  where  the  said  Coutoure 
stayed  Avith  three  Frenchmen,  lie  told  me  that  the  fear  of 
not  obtaining  from  me  what  he  desired  had  made  him  con- 
ceal the  death  of  his  brother,  but  that  he  had  told  them  of  it. 

I\l.  Cavelier  told  me  that  the  Cadadoquis  had  proposed  to 
accompany  him  if  he  would  go  and  fight  against  the  Span- 
iards. He  had  objected,  on  account  of  there  being  only 
14  Frenchmen.  They  replied  that  their  nation  was  numer- 
ous, that  they  only  wanted  a  few  rausqueteers,  and  that 
the  Spaniards  had  much  money,  wdiich  they  [the  French  j 
should  take;  and  as  for  themselves,  they  only  wished  to 
keep  the  women  and  children  as  slaves.  Coutoure  told  me 
that  a  young  man  whom  IM.  Cavelier  had  left  at  Arkansas 
had  assured  him  that  this  was  very  true.  I  Avould  not 
undertake  anything  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor 
of  Canada.  I  sent  the  said  Coutoure  to  the  French  re- 
maining in  Nicondiche,  to  get  all  the  information  he  could. 
He  set  off,  and  at  100  leagues  from  the  Fort  was  wrecked, 
and  having  lost  everything,  returned. 

In  the  interval  M.  de  Denonville  directed  me  to  let  the 
savages  do  as  they  liked,  and  to  do  nothing  against  the 
Iroquois.  He  at  the  same  time  informed  me  that  war  was 
declared  against  Spain.  Upon  this  I  came  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  going  to  Naodiche,  to  execute  what  J\L  Cavelier  had 
ventured  to  undertake,  and  to  bring  back  M.  de  la  Salle's 
men,  wiio.  were  on  the  sea  coast  not  knowing  of  the  mis- 
fortune that  had  befallen  him.  I  set  off  on  the  3d  of  Octo- 
ber, and  joined  my  cousin,  who  Avas  gone  on  before,  and 
who  was  to  accompany  me,  as  he  expected  that  M.  de  la 
Foret  would  come  and  take  the  command  in  my  absence  ;  but 
as  he  did  not  come  I  sent  my  cousin  back  to  command  the 
Fort. 

I  bought  a  boat  larger  than  my  OAvn.  We  embarked  five 
Frenchmen,  one  Chaganon,  and  two  slaves.     "We  arrived 
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on  the  17lh  at  an  Illinois  villay,e  at  the  nioutli  of  their  river. 
They  had  just  come  from  fighting  the  Osages,  and  had 
lost  13  men,  bnt  brought  back  130  prisoners.  We  reached 
the  village  of  the  Kappas  on  the  16tli  of  January,  where 
we  were  received  with  demonstrations  of  joy,  and  for  four 
days  tliere  was  nothing  but  dancing,  feasting,  and  mas- 
querading after  their  manner.  They  danced  the  calumet 
for  me,  which  confirmed  the  last  alliance. 

On  llie  20th  of  January  we  eanu'  lo  Tongenga,  and  they 
wished  to  entertain  us  as  the  Kappas  had  done ;  but  being  in 
iiaste  I  deferred  it  until  another  time.  I  did  the  same  with 
the  Torremans,  on  my  arrival  on  the  22d.  Leaving  my  crew 
1  set  off  the  next  day  for  Assotoue,  where  my  commercial 
house  is.  These  savages  had  not  yet  seen  me,  as  they  lived 
on  a  branch  of  the  I'iver  coming  from  the  west. 
They  did  their  best,  giving  me  two  w'omen  of  the  Cadado- 
cjuis  nation,  to  whom  I  was  going.  I  returned  to  Torre- 
mans  on  the  26th,  and  bought  there  two  boats.  We  went 
away  on  the  27th.  On  the  29th,  finding  one  of  our  men 
asleep  when  on  duty  as  sentinel,  I  reprimanded  him,  and 
he  left  me.  I  sent  two  of  my  people  to  Coroa,  to  spare 
myself  the  fatigue  of  dragging  on  wdth  our  crew  six 
leagues  inland.  The  Frenchman,  with  whom  I  had  quar- 
relled, made  with  them  a  third. 

We  slept  opposite  the  rivers  of  the  Taencas,  which  run 
from  Arkansas.  They  came  there  on  the  2nd,  this  being  the 
phiee  of  meeting.  j\Iy  Chaganon  went  out  Ininting  on  the 
othei-  side  of  the  river,  where  he  was  attacked  by  three  Cha- 
coumas.  Tie  killed  one  of  them,  and  was  slightly  wounded  by 
an  arrow  on  the  left  breast.  On  the  4th  the  rest  of  the  party 
arrived.  On  the  oth,  being  opposite  Taencas,  the  men  -whom 
J  had  sent  to  Coroa  not  having  brought  any  news  of  the  two 
Pi-enchmen  whom  I  was  anxious  about,  I  sent  them  to 
Natches.  They  found  that  this  nation  had  killed  the  two 
men.   They  retired  as  well  as  they  could,  nialdng  the  savages 
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believe  that  we  wei-e  nniiierons.  They  arrived  on  the  8th  of 
P^ebriiary.  We  set  ott'  on  the  iLMli  w  itli  12  Taencas,  and  after 
a  voyage  of  12  leagues  to  the  N.  W.  we  left  our  boat  and 
made  tw'enty  leagues  i)ortage,  and  on  the  17th  of 
February,  1G90,  came  to  Nachitoehes.  They  made  us 
stay  at  the  place  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
three  villages  called  Nachitoehes,  Ouasita  and  Capiche.  The 
chiefs  of  the  three  nations  assembled,  and  before  they  be- 
gan to  speak,  the  30  Taencas  who  were  with  me  got  up, 
and  leaving  their  arms  went  to  the  temple,  to  show  how 
sincerely  they  wished  to  make  a  solid  peace.  After  having 
taken  their  God  to  witness  they  asked  for  friendship.  I 
made  them  some  presents  in  the  name  of  the  Taencas.  They 
remained  some  days  in  the  village  to  traffic  with  salt,  which 
these  nations  got  from  a  salt  lake  in  the  neighborhood. 
After  their  departure  they  gave  me  guides  to  Yataches; 
and  after  ascending  the  river,  always  tow^ards  the  N.  W., 
about  30  leagues,  we  found  15  cabins  of  Natehes,  w^ho  re- 
ceived us  pretty  well.  "We  arrived  on  the  16th  of  March  at 
Yataches,  about  40  leagues  from  thence.  The  three  villages 
of  Yataches,  Nadas,  and  Choye  are  together.  As  they  knew 
of  our  arrival  they  came  three  leagues  to  meet  us  with  re- 
freshments, and  on  joining  us,  we  went  together  to  their  vil- 
lages. The  chief  made  many  feasts  for  us.  I  gave  presents 
to  them,  and  asked  for  guides  to  the  Cadadoquis. 

They  were  very  unwilling  to  give  us  any,  as  they  had  mur- 
dered three  ambassadors  about  four  days  before,  who  came 
to  their  nation  to  make  peace.  However,  by  dint  of  entreat- 
ies, and  assuring  them  that  no  harm  would  happen  to  their 
people,  they  granted  me  five  men,  and  we  got  to  Cadado- 
quis on  the  28th.  At  the  place  where  w^e  were  encamped 
we  discovered  the  trail  of  men  and  horses.  The  next  day 
some  horsemen  came  to  reconnoitre  us,  and  after  speaking 
to  the  wife  of  the  chief  whom  I  brought  back  with  me,  car- 
ried back  the  news.    The  next  day  a  woman,  who  governed 
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this  nation,  came  to  visit  mo  with  the  principal  persons  of 
the  village.  She  Asept  over  me,  demanding  revenge  for  the 
death  of  her  husband,  iind  of  the  husband  of  the  woman 
whom  I  Avas  bringing  back,  l)oth  of  whom  had  been  killed 
by  the  Osages.  To  take  advantage  of  everything  I  prom- 
ised that  their  dead  sliould  be  avenged.  We  went  together 
to  their  temple,  and  alter  the  priesls  had  invoked  their 
God  for  a  quarter  of  an  liour  they  conducted  me  to  the 
cabin  of  tlieir  chief.  Before  entering  they  washed  my 
face  wilh  water,  wliieh  is  a  ceremony  among  them. 

During  the  time  I  was  tht've  1  leai'ut  from  them  tliat  80 
leagues  off  Avere  the  seven  Frenchmen  whom  i\I.  Cavelier 
had  left.  I  hoped  to  finish  my  troubles  by  rejoining  them, 
but  the  Frenchmen  who  accompanied  me,  tired  of  the  voy- 
age, would  go  no  further.  They  were  unmanageable  persons 
over  whom  1  could  exercise  no  authority  in  this  distant 
country.  I  Avas  obliged  to  give  way.  All  that  I  could  do  was 
to  engage  one  of  them,  with  a  savage,  to  accompany  me 
to  the  village  of  Naovediche,  where  I  hoped  to  find  the 
seven  Frenchmen.  I  told  those  who  abandoned  me,  that 
to  prevent  the  savages  knowing  this,  it  was  best  to 
say  that  I  had  sent  them  away  to  carry  back  the  news  of 
my  arrival,  so  that  the  savages  should  not  suspect  our  dis- 
union. 

The  Chadadoquis  are  united  with  two  other  villages  called 
Natchitoches  and  Nasoui,  situated  on  the  Red  River.  All 
the  nations  of  this  tribe  speak  the  same  language.  Their 
cabins  are  covered  with  straw,  and  they  are  not  united  in 
villages,  but  their  huts  are  distant  one  from  the  other. 
Their  fields  are  beautiful.  They  fish  and  hunt.  There  is 
plenty  of  game,  but  few  cattle  [boeufs] .  They  wage  cruel 
war  with  each  other — hence  their  villages  are  but  thinly 
populated.  I  never  found  that  they  did  any  work  except 
making  very  fine  bows.  Avhich  they  make  a  traffic  with  dis- 


158  ILLINOIS   HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

taut  nations.  The  Cadadoqiiis  possess  about  30  horses, 
Avhieh  they  call  "cavali"  [Sp.  eaballo,  a  horse].  The  men 
and  women  are  tattooed  in  the  face,  and  all  over  the  body. 
They  called  this  river  the  Red  River,  because,  in  fact  it  de- 
posits a  sand  which  makes  the  water  as  red  as  blood.  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  their  manners,  having  only  seen 
them  in  passing. 

I  left  this  place  on  the  6th  of  April,  directing  our  route 
southwards,  with  a  Frenchman,  a  Cliaganon,  a  little  slave 
of  mine,  and  five  of  their  savages,  whom  they  gave  me  as 
guides  to  Naouadiche.  When  I  went  away,  I  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  wife  of  the  chief  a  small  box,  in  which  I  had 
put  some  ammunition.  On  our  road  we  foand  some  Naou- 
adiches  savages  hunting,  who  assured  me  that  the  French- 
men were  staying  with  them.  This  gave  me  great  pleas- 
ure, hoping  to  succeed  in  my  object  of  finding  them.  On 
the  19th  the  Frenchman  with  me  lost  himself.  I  sent  the 
savages  who  were  with  me  to  look  for  him.  He  came  back 
on  the  21st,  and  told  me  that,  having  lost  our  trail,  he  was 
near  drowning  himself  in  crossing  a  little  river  on  a  piece 
of  timber.  His  bag  slipped  off,  and  thus  all  our  powder 
was  lost,  which  very  much  annoyed  me  as  we  were  reduced 
to  60  pounds  of  ammunition. 

On  the  23d  we  slept  half  a  league  from  the  village  and  the 
chiefs  came  to  visit  us  at  night.  I  asked  them  about  the 
Ii'renchmen.  Thej^  told  me  that  they  had  accompanied  their 
chiefs  to  fight  against  the  Spaniards  seven  days'  journey 
off;  that  the  Spaniards  had  surrounded  them  with  their  cav- 
alry, and  that  their  chiefs  having  spoken  in  their  favor  the 
Si)aniards  had  given  them  hqrses  and  arms.  Some  of  the  oth- 
ers told  me  that  the  Quanouatins  had  killed  three  of  them, 
and  that  the  four  others  were  gone  in  search  of  iron  arrow 
heads ;  I  did  not  doubt  but  they  had  murdered  them.  I  told 
them  that  they  had  killed  the  Frenchmen.  Directly  all  the 
women  began  tp  cry,  and  thus  I  saw  that  what  I  had  said 


FRENCH   EXPLORATIONS   1678-1691.  1  "/.) 

Avas  true.  I  would  not,  therefore,  accept  the  cahunet.  I  told 
the  chief  I  wanted  four  horses  for  my  return,  and  having 
given  him  seven  hatchets  and  a  string  of  large  glass  beads, 
I  received  the  next  day  four  Spanish  horses,  two  of  which 
were  marked  on  the  haunche  with  an  R.  and  a  crown  [cou- 
ronne  fermee],  and  another  with  an  N.  Horses  are  very 
common  among  them.  There  is  not  a  cabin  Avhich  has  not 
four  or  five. 

As  this  nation  is  sometimes  at  peace  and  sometimes 
at  war  with  the  neighboring  Spaniards,  they  take 
advantage  of  a  war  to  eari-y  off  the  horses.  We  har- 
nessed ours  as  well  as  we  could,  and  departed  on  the  29th, 
greatly  vexed  that  we  could  not  continue  our  route  as  far 
as  M.  de  la  Salle's  canii).  AVe  were  unable  to  obtain  guides 
from  this  nation  to  take  us  there,  though  not  -more  than 
80  leagues  off,  besides  being  without  ammunition,  owing  to 
the  accident  which  I  related  before. 

It  was  at  the  distance  of  three  days'  journey  from  hence 
that  M.  de  la  Salle  was  murdered.  I  will  say  a  few  words 
of  what  I  have  heard  of  tliis  misfortune.  IM.  de  la  Salle 
having  landed  beyond  the  Mississippi,  on  the  side  of  Mex- 
ico, about  80  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
losing  his  vessels  on  the  coast,  saved  a  part  of  the  cargo, 
and  began  to  march  along  the  seashore,  in  search  of  the 
Mississippi.  ^Meeting  with  many  obstacles  on  account  of 
the  bad  roads,  he  resolved  to  go  to  Illinois  by  land,  and 
loaded  several  horses  with  his  baggage.  The  Father  Anas- 
tatius,  M.  Cavelier,  a  priest,  his  brother;  M.  Cavelier,  his 
nephew ;  M.  Moranget,  a  relative ;  M. ,  M.  Duhault  and 
Lanctot,  and  several  Frenchmen  accompanied  him,  with  a 
Chaganon  savage. 

When  three  days'  journey  from  the  Naoudiche,  and 
short  of  provisions,  he  sent  Moranget,  his  servant,  and 
the    Chaganon,    to   hunt    in    a    small    wood   with    orders 
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to  return  in  the  evening.  When  they  had  killed  some 
bul"t'ak)es,  tliey  stopped  to  dry  the  meat.  M.  de  la 
Salle  Avas  uneasy,  and  asked  the  Frenchmen  who  among 
them  would  go  and  look  for  them.  Duhault  and  Lanctot 
had  for  a  long  time  determined  to  kill  ]\r.  de  la  Salle,  be- 
cause, during  the  journey  along  the  seacoast,  he  had  com- 
pelled the  brother  of  Lanctot,  who  was  unable  to  keep  up, 
to  return  to  camp ;  and  who,  when  returning  alone,  was 
massacred  by  the  savages.  Lanctot  vowed  to  God  that  he 
would  never  forgive  his  brother's  death.  As  in  long  jour- 
ney's there  are  always  discontented  persons,  he  easily  found 
partisans.  lie  offered,  therefore,  with  them,  to  search  for 
Yi.  INIoranget,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  execute 
their  design. 

Having  found  the  men,  he  told  them  that  JM.  de 
la  Salle  Avas  uneasy  about  them;  but  the  others  show- 
ing that  they  could  not  set  off  till  the  next  day,  it  was 
agreed  to  sleep  there.  After  supper  they  arranged  the 
order  of  the  watch.  It  was  to  begin  with  M.  de  Moranget ; 
after  him  was  to  follow  the  servant  of  M.  de  la  Salle,  and 
then  the  Chaganon.  After  they  had  kept  their  watch  and 
were  asleep,  they  were  massacred,  as  persons  attached  to 
M.  de  la  Salle.  At  daybreak  they  heard  the  reports  of 
pistols,  which  were  fired  as  signals  by  M.  de  la  Salle,  who 
was  coming  with  the  Father  Recollect  in  search  of  them.  The 
wretches  laid  in  wait  for  him,  placing  M.  Duhault 's  servant 
in  front.  AA^hen  M.  de  la  Salle  came  near,  he  asked  where  M. 
Moranget  was.  The  servant,  keeping  on  his  hat,  answered 
that  he  was  behind.  As  M.  de  la  Salle  advanced  to  remind 
him  of  his  duty,  he  received  three  balls  in  his  head,  and  fell 
down  dead.  The  Father  Recollet  was  frightened,  and, 
thinking  that  he  also  was  to  be  killed,  threw  himself  on  his 
knees,  and  begged  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  prepare  his 
soul.    They  replied  that  they  were  willing  to  save  his  life. 
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They  went  on  tosietlier  to  wiiere  ^1.  Cavelioi-  was,  and,  as 
lliey  advanced,  sliouted,  "Down  witli  youi-  ai-nis. "  "SI.  de 
Cavelier,  on  lieariiiii'  the  noise,  came  forward,  and  when 
told  of  the  death  of  his  brother,  threw  himself  on  his  knees, 
making  the  same  request  that  had  becni  made  by  the  Father 
Kecollet.  They  granted  him  his  life.  lie  asked  to  go  and 
bnr}'  the  body  of  his  brother,  ^\'hich  was  refused.  Such  was 
the  end  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  the  age.  lie  was  a 
man  of  wonderful  ability,  and  capable  of  undertaking  any 
discovery.  His  death  nnieh  grieved  the  three  Naoudiches 
whom  M.  de  la  Salle  had  found  hunting,  and  who  had 
accompanied  him  to  the  village.  After  the  murderers  had 
conunitted  this  crime,  they  seized  all  the  baggage  of  the 
deceased,  and  continued  their  journey  to  the  village  of 
Naoudiches,  where  they  found  two  Frenchmen  who  had  de- 
serted from  M.  de  la  Salle  two  years  before,  and  had  taken 
up  their  abode  with  these  savages. 

After  staying  some  days  in  this  village,  the  savages  pro- 
posed to  them  to  go  to  war  against  the  Quanoouatinos,  to 
which  the  Frenchmen  agreed,  lest  the  savages  should  ill- 
treat  them.  As  they  were  ready  to  set  off,  an  English 
buccaneer,  whom  M.  de  la  Salle  had  always  liked,  begged 
of  the  murderers  that,  as  they  Avere  going  to  war  with  the 
savages,  they  would  give  him  and  his  comrades  some  shirts. 
They  flatly  refused,  which  offended  him,  and  he  could  not 
help  expressing  this  to  his  comrades.  They  agreed  together 
to  make  a  second  demand,  and  if  refused,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  M.  de  la  Salle.  This  they  did  some  days  afterwards. 
The  Englishman,  taking  two  pistols  in  his  belt,  accompanied 
by  a  Frenchman  Avith  his  gun,  went  deliberately  to  the 
cabin  of  the  murderers,  whom  they  found  were  out  shoot- 
ing with  bows  and  arrows. 

Lanctot  met  them  and  wished  them  good  day,  and 
asked  how  they  were.  They  answered.  "Pretty  well. 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  ask  how  they  did,  as 
—11 
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they  were  always  eating  turkeys  and  good  venison." 
Then  the  Englishman  asked  for  some  ammunition  and 
shirts,  as  they  were  provided  with  everything.  They  re- 
plied that  J\r.  de  la  Salle  was  their  debtor,  and  that  what 
they  had  taken  was  theirs.  "You  will  not,  then?"  said  the 
Englishman.  "No,"  replied  they.  On  which  the  English- 
man said  to  one  of  them,  "You  are  a  wretch ;  you  murdered 
my  master,"  and  firing  his  pistol  killed  him  on  the  spot. 
Dulianlt  tried  to  get  into  his  cabin,  but  the  Frenchman  shot 
him  als(j  with  a  pistol,  in  the  loins,  which  threw  him  on  the 
ground.  M.  Cavelier  and  Father  Anastatius  ran  to  his 
assistance.  Duhault  had  hardly  time  to  confess  himself, 
for  the  father  had  but  just  given  him  absolution  when  he 
was  finished  by  another  pistol  shot  at  the  request  of  the 
savages,  Avho  could  not  endure  that  he  should  live  after 
having  Idlled  their  chief.  The  Englishman  took  possession 
of  everything.  He  gave  a  share  to  j\Ir.  Cavelier,  who  hav- 
ing found  my  abode  in  Arkansas,  went  from  thence  to  Illi- 
nois.   The  Englishman  remained  at  Naoudiches. 

We  reached  Cadadoquis  on  the  10th  of  INIay.  We  stayed 
there  to  rest  our  horses,  and  went  away  on  the  17th,  with 
a  guide  who  was  to  take  us  to  the  village  of  Coroas.  After 
four  days'  journey  he  left  us,  in  consequence  of  an  acci- 
dent which  happened  in  crossing  a  marsh.  As  we  were 
leading  our  horses  by  the  bridle,  he  fancied  he  was  pur- 
sued by  an  alligator,  and  tried  to  climb  a  tree.  In  his  hurry 
he  entangled  the  halter  of  my  horse,  Avhich  was  drowned. 
This  induced  him  to  leave  us  without  saying  anything, 
lest  we  should  punish  him  for  the  loss  of  the  horse.  We 
were  thus  left  in  great  difficult}^  respecting  the  road  which 
Ave  were  to  take. 

I  forgot  to  say  that  the  savages  who  have  horses 
use  them  both  for  war  and  for  hunting.  They  make 
pointed  saddles,  wooden  stirrups,  and  body-coverings 
of  several  skins,  one  over  the  other,  as  a  protection  from 
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arrows.  They  arm  the  breast  of  their  horses  with  the  same 
material,  a  proof  that  they  are  uot  very  far  from  the  Span- 
iards. Wlu'ii  our  ii,iiide  was  "one  I  tokl  the  Cliaganon  to 
take  the  lead;  all  lie  said  in  answer  was,  that  that  was  my 
business;  and  as  1  was  unable  lo  luHuenee  him,  I  was 
obliged  to  act  as  guide.  I  directed  our  course  to  the  south- 
cast,  and  after  about  40  leagues'  march,  crossing  seven 
rivers,  we  found  the  River  Coroas.  "VVe  made  a  raft  to 
explore  the  other  side  of  the  river,  but  found  there  no  dry 
land.  We  resolved  to  abandon  our  horses,  as  it  was  impos- 
sible to  take  them  on,  upon  account  of  the  great  inundation. 
In  the  evening,  as  we  were  preparing  to  depart,  we  saw 
some  savages.  We  called  to  them  in  vain — they  ran  away, 
and  we  were  unable  to  come  up  with  them.  Two  of  their 
dogs  came  to  us,  which  with  two  of  our  own,  we  embarked 
the  next  day  on  our  raft,  and  left  our  horses.  AVe  crossed 
50  leagues  of  flooded  country.  The  water,  wdiere  it  was 
least  deep,  reached  half  way  up  the  legs;  and  in  all  this 
tract  we  found  only  one  little  island  of  dry  land,  where 
we  killed  a  bear  and  dried  its  flesh.  It  Avould  be  difficult 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  trouble  we  had  to  get  out  of  this 
miserable  country,  where  it  rained  night  and  day.  We  were 
obliged  to  sleep  on  the  trunks  of  two  great  trees,  placed 
together,  and  to  niake  our  fires  on  the  trees,  to  eat  our 
dogs,  and  to  carry  our  baggage  across  large  tracts  covered 
with  reeds ;  in  short,  I  never  suffered  so  much  in  my  life  as 
in  this  journey  to  the  INIississippi,  which  w^e  reached  on 
Ihe  11th  of  July. 

Finding  wIum'o  wo  wei'o,  and  that  we  were  only  30 
leagues  from  Coroas,  we  resolved  to  go  there,  although 
we  had  never  set  foot  in  that  villag(>.  We  arrived 
there  on  the  evening  of  the  14th.  ^Ye  had  not  eaten  for 
three  days,  as  we  could  find  no  animal,  on  account  of  the 
great  flood.  I  found  two  of  the  Fi'enchmen  who  had  aban- 
doned me,  at  Ihis  vilhm<'.     The  savages  received  me  vei-v 
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well,  and  syiiipalliized  with  us  in  the  sufferings  we  had 
undergone.  J3uring  three  days  they  did  not  cease  feasting 
us,  sending  men  out  hunting  every  day,  and  not  sparing 
their  turkeys.  I  left  them  on  the  20tlL  and  reached  Ar- 
kansas on  the  31st,  where  I  caught  the  fever,  wliieh  obliged 
me  to  stay  there  till  the  11th  of  August,  when  1  left.  The 
fever  lasted  until  we  got  to  tlie  Illinois  in  Soplcinber. 

I  cannot  describe  the  beauty  of  all  the  countries  I  have 
mentioned.  If  I  had  had  a  better  knowledge  of  them,  I 
should  be  better  able  to  say  what  special  advantages  might 
be  derived  from  them.  As  for  the  Mississippi,  it  could  pro- 
duce every  year  20,000  ecu 's  worth  of  peltries,  an  abundance 
of  lead,  and  wood  for  ship-building.  A  silk  trade  might  be 
established  there,  and  a  port  for  the  protection  of  vessels 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  communication  with  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  Pearls  might  be  found  there.  If  wheat  will 
not  grow  at  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  the  upper  country 
would  furnish  it ;  and  the  islands  might  be  supplied  with 
everything  they  need,  such  as  planks,  vegetables,  grain, 
and  salt  beef.  If  I  had  not  been  hurried  in  making  this 
narrative,  I  should  have  stated  many  circumstances  wdiich 
would  have  gratilied  the  reader,  but  the  loss  of  my  notes 
during  my  travels  is  the  reason  why  this  relation  is  not 
such  as  I  could  have  wished.  Henry  de  Tonty. 
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TllK  Ari'.l.'V   .MAXIISCRIPT. 

KXl'IiANATOKY  NOTES. 

1 1"',  oriiiituil  (locuiiH'iil  licicwilli  t  i';msl;i1i'(l  was  ob- 
tained by  Ihc  iMlildi',  rroiii  Paris,  l''i'aii('('.  Tl 
^^  was  wi'illcii  I'i'diii  l^'oi't  ('liartrcs,  ol"  lln'  Illinois,  late 
in  IT.IS.  hy  ("liarlcs  l'hiHi|>c  Aul)!'y.  an  oflicer  in  the  French 
service  in  Louisiai.a  and  Illinois.  He  built  Fort  Massiac 
in  1757,  which  he  called  Fort  Ascension,  but  which  in  the 
I'ollowiniz'  \cai"  was  named  Fort  ]\[assiae  in  honor  of  M.  de 
iMassiac,  Minister  of  the  French  ^larine  and  Colonies  at  the 
time.  Besides  this  he  led  the  sortie  of  September  14,  1758, 
at  Fort  Du  Quesne  a^rainst  the  British  and  colonial  forces 
in  the  fight  known  as  "Grant's  defeat."  Here  he  utterly- 
routed  James  (J rant,  major  of  the  62d  or  Highland  regi- 
ment. Grant,  seriously  hurt,  was  taken  pi'isoner,  while 
his  killed  and  wounded,  mostly  Highlanders,  were  nearly 
3U0  in  number. 

The  next  year  he  conducted  300  soldiers  and  militia  from 
the  Illinois,  and  some  (lOO  Indians  collected  on  his  way, 
toward  Niagara.  He  had  with  him  200,000  pounds  of  flour 
and  other  provisions.  His  route  with  all  these  was  in  ba- 
teaux and  canoes  down  the  Llississippi,  up  the  AVabash  to 
the  Miamis  portage,  neai-  the  present  Ft.  AYayne,  Indiana, 
vhere  the  low  stage  of  water  and  the  necessity  of  hastening 
fni'ced  him  to  leave  his  supplies,  thence  down  the  Maumee 
and  s()u;h  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Soon  aftei",  in  his  cl'fort  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara,  he  was  captui'ed  by  Sir 
William  Johnson.  Keleased  the  next  year,  17f)0,  he  returned 
to  New  ()rleans  wliere  as  majoi'  Ik^  commanded  foui'  com- 
])anies  of  French. 

He  was  the  successoi-  of  .M.  d'Abadie  d'Sl.  (ici'maine, 
since  Februarv  4,   1765,   as  governor  of  so   nnich  of  the 
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Louisiana  that  still  rouainecl  to  France  after  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  And  in  ]March  of  the  next 
year  he  turned  the  colony  over  to  the  Spanish  Governor 
Don  Antonio  Ulloa.  By  courtesy  he  was  retained  in  the 
office  until  the  arrival  of  the  military  forces  of  Spain,  and 
when  Ulloa  Avas  dismissed,  Aubry  continued  on,  until  finally 
relieved  in  1769  by  Don  Alexander  O'Reilly,  the  latter 
Spanish  governor.  Soon  after  Aubry  left  Louisiana  for 
France,  and  when  near  Bordeaux  his  vessel  went  down  in  a 
storm  and  he,  with  all  others  aboard  except  four  survivors, 
were  lost  at  sea.* 

The  Aub)'y  luanuscript,  now  for  the  first  time  translated 
and  printed,  is  as  yet  the  only  known  document  that  offi- 
cially tells  why  and  when  Fort  ^lassiac  Avas  built.  It  will 
require  a  great  change  in  our  notions  as  to  the  history  of 
that  military  structure.     It  is  as  follows: 

Account  of  thp:   Services  of  ]\Ir.   Aubry. 
Captain  of  Inf.\ntry  in  the  Army  of  the  King  in  Louis- 
iana. 

"R.  AL^BRY  entered  the  service  of  the  King  in  the 
Lyonnaise  regiment  in  1740.  [The  jMarquis  of  Beau- 
preau  was  then  colonel].  He  then  served  for  eight 
campaigns.  He  made  himself  loved  and  esteemed  by  all  the 
officers  of  the  regimen',  and  he  proved  on  several  occasions 
that  his  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  King  was  accompanied 
by  the  necessary  qualities  to  enable  him  to  acquit  himself 
with  distinction.  At  the  time  of  the  last  peace  he  was  one 
of  the  rising  first  lieutenants  of  the  company  and  was 
included  among  those  discharued.     Count  d'Argenson,  in 


*  The  above  sketch  of  Aubry  is  collated  from  Gayerre's  "Historic 
Louisiana."  "Annals  of  the  West."  by  Albach,  edition  of  1858.  Craig's 
"Olden  Time."  Pittsburgh  1848,  M.  Ponchot's  "Memoir  upon  the  Late 
War  in  Noi-th  America  between  the  French  and  English,  1755-1760;" 
translated  by  Franklin  B.  Hough,  and  the  correspondence  of  other 
French  officials  in  Manuscripts  at  Paris. — H.   W.   B. 
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accordance  ^\'i\\\  the  favorable  testimony  which  was  given 
him  of  Mr.  Aiibry,  gave  him  the  brevet  of  Captain  in  the 
King's  army  in  Louisiana.  He  left  France  under  orders 
to  conduct  one  hundred  and  thirty  recruits  to  New  Orleans. 

After  a  most  perilous  voyage  he  arrived  safe  in  Louis- 
iana witli  all  the  soldioi-s  who  had  been  entrusted,  to  his 
command. 

The  manner  in  whieh  he  conducted  liiiiiscir  in  the  colony 
merited  fin-  him  the  esteem  and  fi'iendship  of  Mr.  de  Van- 
dreul,  who  was  then  governor.  I\Ir.  de  lluerlord,  who  ?uc- 
ceeded  ^Ir.  de  Yandreuil,  lionored  Mr.  Aubry  with  the  same 
sentiments.  The  important  operations  with  which  he  en- 
trusted him  during  the  last  years  were  a  proof  of  the  confi- 
dence Avhicli  he  reposed  in  the  conduct  and  valor  of  this 
officer. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1756,  Mr.  de  Ruerlord  confided 
to  Mr.  Aubry  the  command  of  a  large  expedition  which 
was  to  go  from  New^  Orleans  to  Illinois.  Mr.  Aubry  de- 
parted the  20th  of  July,  1756,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  and  a  dozen  boats.  He  arrived  at  his  destination  the 
20th  of  November  after  having  experienced  in  this  journey 
of  five  hundred  leagues  all  the  fatigues  and  perils  which 
it  is  possible  to  imagine. 

Mr.  Aubry  remained  in  Illinois  from  the  28th  of  Nov- 
ember, 1756,  till  the  1st  of  May,  1757. 

Mr.  de  ]Macarty,  commander  for  the  King,  then  received 
certain  news  that  the  English,  who  had  large  settlements 
up  the  Keraquis  [Cherokee,  it  being  the  present  Tennessee] 
river,  were  preparing  to  come  down  to  enter  the  Belle 
[Ohio I  Riviere,  and  fi-om  there  into  The  INIississippi,  with 
the  design  of  con-npting  the  fidelity  of  the  savages  and 
after\vards  taking  possession  of  all  the  points  which  we 
occupied  on  the  upper  Mississippi. 

To  oppose  these  projects,  the  success  of  which  could  oiily 
be  fatal  to  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  jNIr.  de  IMacarty  [com- 
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mandant  of  the  Illinois]  ordered  :\rr.  Aiil)ry  to  depart 
speedily  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  Frenchmen,  one  hun- 
dred savaj^es  and  three  pieces  of  cannon  to  establish  a  fort 
on  the  Belle  Riviere  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Keraquis 
river. 

In  consequence  of  these  orders  ]\Ir.  Anl)ry  departed  the 
10th  of  ]\Iay,  1757,  and  after  having  travelled  over  a  large 
extent  of  country  without  meeting  a  single  Englishman* 
he  built  a  fort  conformably  to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  de 
Macarty,  in  a  place  which,  by  its  position  and  elevation  put 
the  French  in  a  position  to  oppose  the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
more  easily. 

This  fort  was  constructed  with  so  much  diligence  that 
on  the  20th  of  June  [1757]  it  was  completed,  the  doors 
closed  and  the  cannon  placed  on  the  bastions.  The  fort 
was  named  the  Fort  of  the  Ascension,  on  account  of  its 
being  on  that  day  that  the  first  stake  was  driven. 

As  soon  as  this  was  finished,  Mr.  Aubry  having  left  there 
a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  an  ensign  and  a  garrison  sufficient 
to  defend  it,  departed  with  forty  Frenchmen  and  as  many 
savages  to  go  along  the  Keraquis  [early  known  as  Cherokee 
river,  and  now  as  the  Tennessee  river]  river  to  reconnoitre, 
[or  discover  the  English] . 

He  had  penetrated  about  120  leagues  into  the  country 
which  was  more  than  any  French  detachment  had  dared 
to  do.  The  savages  who  had  accompanied  Mr.  Aubry  had 
abandoned  him,  and  he  had  travelled  over  sixty  leagues 
with  the  forty  Frenchmen,  only. 

He  received  from  an  English  prisoner  [an  American 
colonist]  whom  he  had  taken  during  the  journey,  news  of 
designs  of  the  English,  and  as  he  was  not  imprudent 
enough   to  further  entangle   liinisclf   inul    fofty   men   in   a 

*  He  went  overland  the  old  route  from  Fort  Chartres  to  Kaskaskia, 
and  thence  on  to  the  Ohio  by  a  route  later  known  as  the  old  Fort 
Massac  road.— Tf.  W.  B. 
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c(  nntry  wlicie  the  eiuMiiy  had  colli'clcd  Toi'i-cs  I'ar  suixM'ior 
to  his,  he  took  his  departure  and  returned  to  the  Fort  of  the 
Ascension. 

llavinp:  found  all  in  good  order  there,  he  started  on  July 
i'lM.  to  return  to  Illinois  to  give  an  account  to  ^Fr.  de  Ma- 
carty  of  tlic  opci-ations  of  liis  caini)aign. 

lie  arrived  a1  the  posi  oF  Illinois  llie  (itli  of  August, 
from  whence  he  again  departed  the  1st  of  September  to 
return  to  the  Fort  of  the  Ascension.  Above  two  months 
afterward  he  was  attacked  by  a  lai'ge  detachment  of  Kera- 
quis  [very  ferocious  savages |  but  lie  had  the  advantage  of 
repulsing  them  and  putting  them  totally  to  flight. 

All  had  been  very  quiet  since  the  dispersion  of  the  Kera- 
quis  when  Mr.  Aubry  received  from  ]\Ir.  de  ]\Iacarty  new 
orders  which  obliged  him  to  leave  the  Fort  of  the  Ascension. 
He  was  charged  with  the  command  of  a  large  convoy  laden 
with  provisions  for  Fort  Du  Quesne,  a  dependant  of  Can- 
ada, five  hundred  leagues  distant  from  Illinois,  and  one 
thousand  leagues  from  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Aubry  returned  to  the  Illinois  post  whence  he  could 
not  depart  till  March  10,  1758,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
seventeen  large  boats,  of  which  his  fleet  was  composed, 
could  not  be  ready  and  laden  before  that  time. 

He  arrived  with  all  his  escort  at  Fort  Du  Quesne  after 
having  encountered  innumerable  fatigues  and  perils.  He 
was  at  this  post  when  he  heard  that  a  detachment  of  nine 
hundred  Englishmen  was  approaching  the  fort  to  molest  it. 

Mr.  Aubry  went  out  with  four  hundred  Frenchmen, 
and  attacked  the  enemy  with  so  much  impetuosity  that 
they  were  comjiletely  routed  and  left  thi-ee  huiidi'ed  men 
on  the  field;  two  hundred  were  taken  prisoners  and  the 
rest  were  cut  in  pieces  by  the  savages,  who  had  not  dared 
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to  appear  duiiiig  the  combat,  but  who  pursued  the  fugitives 
when  the  victory  was  decided. 

This  signal  advantage  of  the  28th  of  April,  1759,  of  which 
the  Gazette  of  France  has  made  mention  [gave  a  respite 
during  which  we]  razed  Fort  Duquesne  to  the  ground  be- 
lor  the  arrival  of  an  ai-my  of  ten  thousand  English,  bring- 
ing artillery.*  Mr.  Aubry  returned  to  the  post  of  Illinois 
where  he  is  at  present. 

*  By  General  John  Forbes. 


Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark. 


GENERAL  GEORGE  ROGERS  CLARK'S  CONQUEST 
OF  THE  ILLINOIS. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


IIIE  fuller  story  of  George  Rogers  Clark's  campaigns 
of  1778-9  and  1780,  Avhereby  he  gained  for  the  Col- 
^     ony  of  Virginia  a  domain  later  known  as  "The  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio," 
and  now  as  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  is  made  np  from  several  sources. 

Among  these  are  his  letter  to  George  Mason  of  Virginia, 
the  diary  or  journal  of  Major  Joseph  Bowman,  the  letters 
of  instruction  from  Patrick  Henry,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  to  Colonel  Clark,  the  one  for  the 
public  eye,  while  the  other,  which  contained  the  real  pur- 
pose of  the  venture,  was  strictly  "private."* 

A  lengthy  "Memoir"  Avritten  later  by  Clark  "at  the  re- 
quest," as  alleged,  "of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  James  Madi- 
son."! Then  there  are  the  Laws,  Resolutions  and  State 
papei-s  of  Virginia,  the  Acts,  etc.,  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  American  Archives,  the  early  acts  and  prints  of 
Pennsylvania  in  this  connection. 


*  These  documents,  with  an  introductory  by  the  late  Hon.  Henry 
Pirtle,  of  Louisville,  were  published  by  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  of  Cin- 
cinnati,  1869. 

t  It  appears  entire  for  the  first  time  in  the  late  work  of  William 
Hayden  English,  President  of  the  Indiana  Historical  Society,  and 
published    by   the    Bowen-Merrill    Company,    Indianapolis,    1896. 
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Besides  these  sources  there  is  other  correspondence  be- 
tween Governors  Henry  and  Jefferson,  and  Clark,  tof^etlier 
with  his  letters  to  or  from  his  officers  or  fi-iciids.  which 
were  captured  by  the  enemy.* 

These  papers  are  a  headlight,  thrown,  nol  only  on  Clark's 
Illinois  campaign,  but  in  their  stronger  glare  on  the  real 
cause  of  the  Indian  forays  on  our  borders  that  led  Clark  on, 
to  plan  and  make  the  venture.  That  depository  gives  the 
other  or  British  side  of  the  story.  It  officially  shows  that 
the  people  of  Detroit-,  or  others  subject  to  that  trades  post, 
from  their  provincial  Governor  down  to  the  lowest  mixture 
of  French  or  other  white  and  Indian  blood,  with  few  excep- 
tions, held  a  bitter  and  active  hatred  toward  their  neigh- 
boring colonies. 

At  this  time  the  chief  commerce  of  the  northwest  was 
with  the  Indians,  and  traders  in  the  interest  of  Detroit 
were  a  busy  factor  among  the  savages  of  the  Rivers  Ohio, 
Maumee,  Wabash,  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  in  the 
Illinois. 

Besides  this  the  mother  country  held  the  gateways  at 
Mackinac  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  by  which  her  subjects  en- 
joyed the  traffic  and  swayed  the  savages  of  the  entire  eas- 
terly side  of  the  upper  Mississippi.  They,  too,  w^ere  as 
jealous  of  their  monopoly  as  the  traders  of  the  Illinois, 
Maumee  or  AVabash,  and  as  ready  to  use  any  means 
at  hand  to  repel  all  danger  of  its  loss. 

This  was  the  source  of  the  Indian  raids  and  rapine  on 
our  borders.  In  this  cruel  work  the  trades  interest  was 
backed  by  Upper  Canada,  and  Canada  was  inspired  by 
the  then  governing  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  latter 
\\as  nearei-  his  arm  and  unguarded.  And  here  he  chose 
first  to  strike. 

*  Copies  of  these  last  are  in  "Tlie  Canadian  Archives."  Our  neigh- 
boring Dominion  has  collected  a  rare  deposit  of  original  matter 
relating  to  all  parts  of  North  America,  that  was  first  explored,  or 
settled  either  by  the  French,  or  those  who  spoke  our  common  English 
tongue. 
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To  call  his  caiiipaiiiii  which  followed  a  "coiuiuest  of 
the  Illinois, ""  is,  in  a  sense,  apt  to  mislead  one.  In  the 
outset  and  earlier  stage  it  was  carried  on,  not  to  acquire 
more  territory  but  to  stop  the  Indian  ravages  on  the  set- 
tlers oi"  a  country,  especiallj"  Kentucky,  of  which  we  were 
already  possessed.  Tine,  thoni^h  nnforseen  at  the  time, 
the  gain  of  the  great  northwest  was  the  final  outcome. 

Another  error  is.  tJiat  p(»pular  opinion  lays  those  rav- 
ages of  the  Indiaus  wholly  to  them.  They  Avere  more  the 
cruel  instruments  of  the  British  power;  and  Lieut.  Gov- 
ei'noi-  Hamilton  at  Detroit  had  nuich  trouble  to  hold  them 
to  their  bloody  work.  Those  of  Nortliern  Ohio,  the  ]\Iau- 
mee,  Wabash.  St.  Joseph  and  Illinois  grew  indifferent 
to  a  contest  in  which  they  had  notliing  to  gain,  while  it 
invited  the  burning  of  ihv'w  villages  and  the  lives  of  their 
own  women  and  children. 

To  arrest  tliis  defection,  so  llaldinuTud  writes  to  Sackville, 
that  the  continued  service  of  "the  Indians  must  be  se- 
cured at  any  expense;"  and  refers  to  "the  necessity  of 
proAnding  supplies  for  the  Indians  for  the  next  campaign," 
&c.* 

Again,  the  borderfolk,  their  ways  beyond  the  pale  of  a 
fixed  social  life,  and  for  this  reason  self  dependent,  their 
Block  house  stations  for  security  or  defense  against  prowl- 
ing savages  or  the  incursions  of  larger  Avar  parties,  need 
to  be  kept  in  mind.  These  features  are  Avell  treated  by  the 
late  Judge  John  B.  Dillon  in  his  "Historical  Notes  of 
the  Northwest,"  etc.,  published  some  sixty  years  ago.  • 

To  illustrate,  in  the  foreshadoAv  of  the  revolutionary 
Avar,  Ave  find  that  Lord  George  Sackville,  the  British  colo- 
nial secretary,  Avrites  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  GoA^ernor  at  Que- 
bec, that  "it  Avas  His  Majesty's  resolution  that  the  most 
\igorous   efforts   should   be   made,    and   every   means   em- 

*  Haldimand  to  Sackville.  .July  25,  1777.      Samo   to  Same,  Sept.  'JO,  1777.     Cana- 
dian Archives. 
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ployed  that  Providence  has  put  into  llis  ^Majesty's  hands 
for  crushing  the  i-ebellion  and  restoring  the  constitution. 
It  is  [thei-efore]  the  King's  command  that  you  direct 
Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton  of  [Detroit]  to  assemble  as 
many  of  the  Indians  of  his  disti-ict  as  he  conveniently 
can,  and  placing  a  proper  person  at  their  head  to  conduct 
their  [war J  parties  and  restrain  them  from  committing 
violence  on  the  well-affected,  inoffensive  inhabitants;  em- 
pJoy  them  in  making  a  diversion  and  exciting  alarm  on  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania."  etc.* 

Detroit  and  its  dependent  traders  were  all  too  eager  to 
obey.  And  in  advices  of  their  work  which  reached  Lord 
Sackville  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  tell,  as  my  Lord 
says,  ''of  Hamilton's  success  [over  Gen.  Clark  at  Vin- 
connes]  in  the  Illinois  country."  That  "the  Indians  were 
scouring  the  Ohio  and  AVabash  country."  That  "the  rebels 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  had  deserted  their  posts," 
etc.f 

Why  skirmish  longer  on  the  edges  of  a  crisis,  thought 
Clark,  when  he  might  end  it  with  a  knock  down  blow  at 
the  Illinois  and  Detroit? 

These  last,  with  those  set  out  above  by  the  editor  here, 
are  so  many  high  lights  to  bring  out  in  sharper  relief  the 
grand  conception  of  General  Clark  in  his  bold  attack  on 
Kaskaskia  and  his  daring  march  across  Illinois  and  capture 
of  Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton  at  Post  Vincennes.  • 

The  Editor  produces  here  much  of  Judge  Dillon's  work 
that  relates  to  Clark's  campaigns,  and  has  added  or  worked 
into  it  matter  that  is  drawn  from  other  sources.     The  iden- 


*  Sackville  to  Carleton,  March  26.  1776.  Letter  in  Canadian  Archives. 
Sackville  served  until  after  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  against  all 
plans   to    end   it  sooner.— H.    W.    B. 

t  Sackville's  letter  of  July  8,  1779,  to  General  Fred  Haldimand.  Ca- 
nadian Archives.  ITaldimand  succeeded  Sir  Guy  Carleton  as  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  in  1778.— H.  W.  B. 


CLARK'S  CONQUEST  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  175 

lity  of  the  one  from  the  other  is  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing foot  notes  or  wording  in  the  text. 

So  much  said,  and  we  proceed  witli  Chirk's  Campaigns  in 
the  Illinois,  as  follows : 

In  the  course  of  the  years  1775  and  177(),  by  means  of 
the  operations  of  Land  Companies,  and  the  perseverance 
of  individual  adventurers,  several  hundred  settlers  were 
added  to  the  white  population  of  the  country  lying  between 
the  Alleghany  mountains  and  the  river  Ohio.  In  the  mean- 
time the  English  colonies  in  North  America,  acting  wisely 
and  justly  in  this  instance,  renounced  their  allegiance  to 
Great  Britain,  and  declared  that  they  were  "and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States." 

By  the  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  commis- 
sioners were  appointed  to  reside  at  Fort  Pitt  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  treaties  with  the  Indians  in  that  region;* 
and  messengers  were  sent  with  pacific  overtures  from 
the  new  government  to  the  southern  and  the  northwestern 
tribes.  To  defeat  the  object  of  this  policy,  the  British  com- 
mandants and  the  loyal  British  traders  in  the  country 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  encouraged  and  supported  by  a 
considerable  number  of  French  auxiliaries,  incited  the  In- 
dians to  assail  the  frontiers  of  the  confederated  States. 

From  the  speeches  of  two  distinguished  Delaware  chiefs, 
Buckongahelas  and  AYhite  Eyes,f  an  inference  may  be 
drawn  concerning  the  nature  of  the  appeals  which,  about 
this  time,  were  made  to  the  Indians.  Buckongahelas,  who 
was  the  friend  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  spoke  to  the 
Indians  thus:  "Friends!  Listen  to  what  I  say  to  you! 
You  see  a  great  and  po^verful  nation  divided !  You  see  the 
father  fighting  against  the  son,  and  the  son  against  the 

•  General  George  Rogers  Clark.  Arthur  Lee,  and  Col.  Richard  Butler. 
— H.   W.   B. 

t  "Bu-kon-ge-he-la,"  or  "Puck-on-che-luh,"  meaning  "one  who  does 
all  he  undertakes,"  and  "Wi-co-cal-ind,"  or  Captain  "White  Eyes." — 
H.   W.   B. 
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father!  The  father  has  called  on  his  Indian  children,  to 
assist  him  in  punishing  his  children,  the  Americans,  who 
have  become  refractory.  I  took  time  to  consider  what  I 
should  do:  whether  or  not  I  should  receive  the  hatchet  of 
my  father  to  assist  him.  At  first  I  looked  upon  it  as  a 
family  quarrel,  in  which  I  was  not  interested.  Howevpr, 
at  length,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  father  was  in  the 
right ;  and  his  children  deserved  to  be  punished  a  little. 
That  this  must  be  the  case.  I  concluded  from  the  many 
cruel  acts  his  offspring  had  committed  from  time  to  time 
on  his  Indian  children,  in  encroaching  on  their  land,  steal- 
ing their  property,  shooting  at,  and  miu'dering.  without 
cause,  men,  women,  and  children.  Yes  I  even  murdering 
those,  who  at  all  times  had  been  friendly  to  them,  and  were 
placed  for  protection  under  the  roof  of  their  father's 
house— the  father  himself  standing  sentry  at  the  door  at 
the  time.*  Friends  I  often  has  the  father  been  obliged  to 
settle,  and  make  amends  for  the  wrongs  and  mischiefs  done 
to  us  by  his  refractory  children:  yet  these  do  not  grow 
better.  Xo:  they  remain  the  same:  and  vriU.  continue  to 
be  so.  as  long  as  we  have  any  land  left  us.  Look  back  at  the 
murders  committed  by  the  Long-knives  on  many  of  our 
relations,  who  lived  peaceable  neighbors  to  them  on  the 
Ohio.  Did  they  not  kill  them  without  the  least  provoca- 
tion? Are  they,  do  you  think,  better  now  than  they  were 
then  ? ' ' 

Note  by  the  Editor:  [Bu-kon-ge-he-la  was  a  srreat  war 
chief  of  the  Delawares,  and  until  the  final  defeat  of 
the  Northwestern  Indians.  August  20.  179-1,  at  the 
battle  of  '•  The  Fallen  Timbers.'"  near  the  present 
South  Toledo.  Ohio,  had  been  an  active  and  cruel 
foe  to  the  United  States.  In  that  fisht  the  Brit- 
ish did  not  come  from  their  Fort  ^liamis  near  by  as  they  had 

*  Alluding   to    the   murder   of   the   Conestoga   Indians. — See   Gk»rdon's 
His.,  p.  405.    Note  by  Dillon. 
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agreed,  to  aid  the  savages.  After  this  treaeherj^  Buck- 
ongahehis  would  have  nothing  to  do  with,  or  even  take  a 
present  form  the  British  who  liad  ;ill  along  egged  the 
Indians  on. 

He  had  a  higli  n-gard  for  General  Clark  but  was  not  in  ac- 
cord with  his  nation,  and  though  present  at,  he  took  no  pai't 
in  the  treaty  of  Fort  jMcIntosh,  now  Beaver,  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  Here  he  did  not  notice  tlie  other  commis- 
sioners, Lee  and  ]^utler.  He  went  proudly  by  them,  took 
General  Clark  by  the  hand  and  said,  "I  thank  the  Great 
Spirit  for  having  this  day  brought  together  two  such 
great  warriors  as  you  and  me."  His  word  on  his  death- 
bed in  18U5.  to  his  tribe,  was  for  "them  to  rely  on  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States  and  never  listen  to  the 
British  Avho  had  been  the  cause  of  all  their  misfortunes." 
H.  W.  B.] 

At  this  period  a  Delaware  chief,  whose  Indian  name  was 
Koguethagechton,  but  who  was  called  by  the  Americans. 
Captain  White  Eyes,  lived  in  the  valley  of  the  river  ]Mus- 
Ivingum.  In  the  course  of  his  efforts  to  explain  the  causes 
which  produced  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  to  establish 
relations  of  friendship  between  his  tribe  and  the  United 
States,  he  sometimes  addressed  the  Delawares  in  substance, 
as  follows : 

"Suppose  a  father  had  a  little  son  whom  he  loved  and  in- 
dulged while  young,  but  growing  up  to  be  a  youth,  began 
to  think  of  having  some  help  from  him ;  and  making  up  a 
small  pack,  bade  him  carry  it  for  him.  The  boy  cheerfully 
takes  the  pack,  following  his  father  with  it.  The  father, 
finding  the  boy  Avilling  and  obedient,  continues  in  his  way : 
and  as  the  boy  grows  stronger,  so  the  father  makes  the 
pack  in  proportion  larger;  yet  as  long  as  the  boy  is  able 
to  carry  the  pack,  he  does  so  without  grumbling.  At 
length,  however,  the  boy  havincr  arrived  at  manhood,— whilr 
—12 
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the  father  is  iiiakinj''  up  the  paek  for  him,— in  comes  a  per- 
son of  an  evil  disposition,  and  learning  who  was  the  carrier 
of  the  pack,  advises  father  to  make  it  heavier,  for  surely 
the  son  is  able  to  carry  a  large  pack.  The  father  listening 
rather  to  the  bad  adviser,  than  consulting  his  own  judg- 
ment and  the  feelings  of  tenderness,  follows  the  advice  of 
the  hard-hearted  adviser,  and  makes  up  a  heavy  load  for 
his  son  to  carry. 

"The  son,  now  grown  up,  examining  the  weight  of  the 
load  he  is  to  carry,  addresses  the  parent  in  these  words: 
"Dear  father,  this  pack  is  too  heavy  for  me  to  carry;  do 
pray  lighten  it ;  I  am  willing  to  do  what  I  can ;  but  I  am 
unable  to  carry  this  load."  The  father's  heart  having  by 
this  time  become  hardened,  and  the  bad  adviser  calling  to 
him,  "whip  him,  if  he  disobeys  and  refuses  to  carry  the 
pack,"  now  in  a  peremptory  tone,  orders  his  son  to  take 
up  the  pack  and  carry  it  off,  or  he  will  whip  him,  and  al- 
ready takes  up  a  stick  to  beat  him. 

"So!"  says  the  son,  "am  I  to  be  served  thus,  for  not 
doing  what  I  am  unable  to  do!  Well,  if  entreaties  avail 
nothing  with  you,  father— and  it  is  to  be  decided  by  bloAvs 
whether  or  not  I  am  able  to  carry  a  pack  so  heavy— then 
I  have  no  other  choice  left  me,  but  that  of  resisting  your 
unreasonable  demand,  by  my  strength;  and  so,  striking  each 
other,  we  may  see  who  is  strongest."  [Heckewelder]. 
The  speeches  which  were  delivered  by  Buckongahelas  and 
othei's,  in  favor  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  were  prepared 
by  officers  in  the  British  Indian  department ;  and  the  re- 
ported speech  of  Captain  White  Eyes,  in  favor  of  the 
American  colonies,  was  prepared  by  a  committee  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  adopted  by  that  body  on  the  13th 
of  July,  1775,  and  delivered  to  an  assemblage  of  Indians 
at  Pittsburgh,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.* 

*  Vide.— Amr.  Archives,  4tli  series,  vol.  2.  pp.  1S80-1S81.     Note  by  Dillon. 
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Captain  "White  Eyes  and  his  followers  were  always 
fi'iendly  t(>  the  Americans.  The  lievereiul  John  llcckewel- 
der,  a  Moravian  Missionary,  long  among  the  Leni-lenape 
or  Delaware  Indians,  gives  the  aboriginal  name  of  AVhite 
Eyes  as  "Ko-gne-tha-geeht-on."  This  good  and  learned 
man  [ITeekewelder]  was  of  German  descent,  and  his  alpha- 
bet and  spelling  when  rendering  Indian  or  geographical 
nanu^s  does  not  have  the  same  sound  or  pow(M-  as  when  used 
by  our  tongue.*  However  be  this,  ther(>  is  no  d()ul)t  at  all  as 
to  the  identity  of  Captain  White  Eyes  in  both  instances. 

The  IMissiouary  and  this  chief  for  many  years  were 
bosom  friends  and  comrades  of  the  forest.  Ileckewelder 
made  a  journey  through  tlie  wilds  from  the  Mission  on  the 
IMuslvingum  to  Pittsburgh  when  the  "tribes"  on  the  Brit- 
ish side  during  the  Revolutionary  war  spread  murder  and 
devastation  over  our  unprotected  frontier.  White  Eyes 
would  not  allow  him  to  go  without  an  escort  and  went  "liim- 
self  at  his  [Ileckewelder 's]  side.''  Seeing  some  suspicious 
signs  on  the  way  White  Eyes,  riding  in  frcmt,  asked  the  Mis- 
sionary "if  he  felt  afraid?"  "No,  while  you  are  with  me  I 
have  no  fears."  White  Eyes  replied,  "You  are  right,  for 
imtil  I  am  laid  at  your  feet  no  one  shall- hurt  you."  "And 
not  even  then,"  added  young  Captain  Wingenund,  who 
was  riding  at  the  rear ;  ' '  before  this  happens  I  must  be  also 
overcome  and  laid  by  the  side  of  our  friend  Koguethu- 
geehton."— H.  W.  B. 

At  the  treaty  of  Fort  Llclntosh,  referred  to,  it  was  agreed 
in  a  separate  article  that  "Captain  White  Eyes"  and  his 
followers  who  took  up  the  hatchet  for  the  United  States 
and  their  families,  should  be  received  into  the  Delaware 

*  He  says  so  himself  The  name  of  White  Eyes  given  in  the  text 
as  "Wi-co-ca-lins."  is  as  it  was  spelled  at  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh, 
where  Joseph  Nicholas,  using  the  King's  English,  was  the  interpreter. 
The  name  as  written  by  Heckcwelder  may  more  nearly  present  the 
aboriginal  sound,  did  we  Ini't  know  how  he  would  have  pronounced  it. 
-H.  W.  B. 
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Nation  in  tlie  same  situation  and  rank  as  before  the  war, 
and  enjoy  tlieir  portions  of  the  lands  given  [by  such  treaty] 
to  the  Delaware  nation  as  fully  as  if  they  liad  not  taken 
part  with  America,  etc.  — IT.  AV.  B. 

Besides  the  peace  commissioners  named,  the  Continental 
Congress  appointed  and  sent  to  Pittsburgh,  Colonel  George 
iMorgau,  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  as  agent  to  the  Western 
Indians.  This  kindly  and  benevolent  man  so  won  upon 
them  that  the  Delawares  conferred  on  him  the  name  of 
"Tam-a-nend"  in  honor  and  remembrance  of  their  ancient 
chief,  and  as  the  greatest  mark  of  respect  which  they  could 
show  the  agent,  who  they  said,  "had  the  same  honesty, 
address,  wisdom,  affability  and  meekness  as  theii-  lidiiored 
chief,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  named  after  hiuL"* 

During  the  war  for  independence  his  admirers  dubbed 
him  by  the  name  of  ' '  St.  Tannnany ' '  the  ' '  Patron  Saint  of 
America."  Lodges  of  votaries  were  formed  at  Philadel- 
phia and  elsewhere,  of  which  many  eminent  patriots  were 
members.  They  had  their  "council  wigwams,"  their  pre- 
siding officers  Avere  "Sagamores,"  their  treasurer  was 
"Keeper  of  the  wampum  belt,"  their  meetings  were  "the 
kindling  of  the  council  fire."  Trigged  out  in  Indian  cos- 
tume they  had  their  annual  parades  and  dances.  The  so- 
ciety under  the  name  of  Tammany,  was  wholly  non-political, 
and  it  and  its  truly  American  festivals  survived  for  sev- 
eral years  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

On  its  ruins,  adopting  its  name  and  ceremonial  forms, 
it  remained  for  the  spoilsmen  of  New  York  to  build  "a 
machine"  that  looks  as  if  it  would  wreck  any  other  govern- 
ment than  our  own.  Some  of  its  leaders  fled  the  couutiy. 
and  others  of  them,  seemingly  above  the  reach  of  the  law, 
have  lavished  theii-  booty  abroad. 

*  Heckewelder.— H.    W.    E. 
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The  society  in  its  earlier  piii'ily  iiii<iht  well  be  i-eviewed 
by  tliose  who  would  keep  what  Ihe  heroic  Fathei's  of  our 
libefty  strove  so  liai'd   to  iiaiii.      II.   \V.   I>.* 

Soon  after  the  Dechiration  of  Aincrican  I  ii(lc|M'ii(lence, 
the  British  liieuteiiaiit  (  Ionciiioi-  a1  Ddi-oil,  |Sir  Ih'nry 
Hamilton]  sent  niessaiics  and  pfoclaiiialioos  to  tjie  Indian 
villaii'es  and  tlu'  Frcncli  trading'  posts  in  the  country 
northw(>st  of  \\\o  river  Ohio,  for  the  purpos(^  of  incitin<;'  the 
inha])itants  of  ttiat  reuion  to  waii'e  a  san.u'uiiiary  wai-  against 
the  settlers  on  the  wcslei-n  fi'oidiers  of  the  United  States. 
The  British  Lieutenant  (Jovernor  ^ave  standing'  i-ewards 
for  scalps,  hut  he  sekloni  offei-ed  rewards  for  prisoners. 
The  Continental  Coniiress  adopted  a  less  sanguinary  i)olicy, 
and  offered  rewards  for  pi'isonei's,  l)ut  none  for  scali)s.f 

In  the  month  of  ]\Iay,  1777.  on  the  ai)})eai'ance  of  a 
proclamation  issued  by  tlie  Commandant  Edwai'd  Abbott, 
[Lieutenant  (iovernor]  a  number  of  the  inliabitants  of 
Post  Vincennes  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  tiovernment 
of  (ireat  Britain.  The  form  of  this  oath,  as  it  was  pre- 
scribed by  an  act  of  the  Bi'itish  Pai'liament,  was  as  follows: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  sincerely  pi'omise  and  swear  that  I  will  ])e 
faithful  and  bear  true  alleiiiance  to  his  nuijesty.  King 
George,  and  him  defend  to  the  ntmost  of  my  power,  against 
all  traitorous  conspiracies,  and  attem])ts  whatsoevei-,  which 
shall  be  made  against  his  person,  crown  and  dignity,  and 
I  will  do  my  ntmost  endeavors  to  disclose  and  make  known 

*  The  above  historical  data  on  our  continfiital  nidian  affairs  is 
scrapped  and  woven  in  by  the  editor  here,  from  the  Acts  of  Congress, 
and  CommonweaUhs  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania;  the  volumes  of 
Loskicl.  Heckeweldor  and  Zeisberger  of  the  Moravian  Mission,  who 
personally  knew  whereof  they  wrote;  the  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  the  several  Indian  Triljes.  from  1778  to  1837.  the  memoirs 
of  President  William  TT.  Harrison,  earlier  governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  who  personally  knew  both  Gen.  Clark  and  Bu-con-ge-he-la, 
and  the  current  newspapers  of  the  day  as  to  the  modern  "Tammany." 

t  Proceedings  of  Coimcil  of  Virginia.  June  IS.  1779.  Secret  Jour.  Con- 
gress, 1,  46.     By  Dillon. 
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to  his  majesty,  his  lieirs  and  successors,  all  treasons  and 
traitorous  conspiracies  and  attempts,  which  I  shall  know 
to  be  against  him  or  any  of  them ;  and  all  this  I  do  swear, 
without  any  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  reser- 
vation; and  renouncing  all  pardons  and  dispensationa 
from  any  power  or  person  whomsoever,  to  the  contrary. 
So  help  me  God."* 

In  the  summer  of  1777,  small  war  parties  from  the  north- 
western tribes,  roused  by  the  effects  of  the  British  policy, 
jealous  of  the  loss  of  their  favorite  hunting  grounds,  and 
enraged  at  the  massacre  of  a  distinguished  Shawnee  chief, 
[Corn-stock,  or  corn  stalk]  began  to  assail  the  settlements 
and  forts  which  liad  been  established  by  the  whites  on  the 
southeastern  boi-dci's  of  the  river  Ohio. 

In  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  at  this  era,  a  fort  was  not  only  a  place  of 
defence ;  it  was  the  residence  of  a  small  number  of  fami- 
lies belonging  to  the  same  neighboi'hood;  and  it  consisted 
of  cabins,  block-houses,  and  stockades.  "A  range  of  cabins 
commonly  formed  one  side  at  least  of  the  fort.  Divisions, 
or  partitions  of  logs,  separated  the  cabins  from  each  other. 
The  walls  on  the  outside  were  ten  or  twelve  feet  high ;  the 
slope  of  the  roof  being  turned  Avholly  inward.  A  very 
few  of  these  cal)ins  had  punclieou  floors;  the  greater  part 
were  earthen.  The  block-houses  were  built  at  the  angles 
of  the  fort.  They  projected  about  two  feet  beyond  the 
outer  walls  of  the  cabins  and  stockades.  Their  upper  sto- 
ries were  al)out  eighteen  inches  every  w'ay  larger  in  dimen- 
sion than  the  under  one — leaving  an  opening  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  story  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  a  lodgment  under  their  walls. 

"In  some  forts,  instead  of  bh)ck-houses  the  angles  of  the 
fort  were  furnished  with  liastions.     A  large  folding  gate, 

*  Dillon. 
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made  of  tliick  slabs,  nearest  the  spring,  closed  the  fort. 
The  stockades,  bastions,  cabins,  and  block-house  walls,  were 
furnished  with  port  holes  at  proper  heights  and  distances. 
The  whole  of  the  outside  was  made  completely  bullet- 
proof." In  many  instances  these  forts  were  made  without 
the  aid  of  a  single  nail  or  spike  of  iron,  because  such  things 
were  not  to  be  had.  In  some  places,  less  exposed,  a  single 
block-house,  with  a  cabin  or  two,  constituted  the  whole 
fort.* 

From  1777  to  1784,  the  rude  fortifications  of  the  wes- 
tern settlers  were  seldom  attacked  boldly  by  strong  Indian 
war  parties.  A  credible  aclorf  among  the  adventurous 
class  of  men  who  first  settled  in  Kentucky,  thus  described 
the  Indian  mode  of  making  war: 

"The  Indians  in  besieging  a  place  are  seldom  seen  in 
force  upon  any  quarter,  but  dispersed,  and  acting  indi- 
vidually, or  in  small  parties.  They  conceal  themselves 
in  the  bushes  or  weeds,  or  behind  trees  or  stumps  of  trees; 
or  waylay  the  path,  or  fields,  or  other' places  where  their 
enemies  resort ;  and  when  one  or  more  can  be  taken  down, 
in  their  opinion,  they  fire  the  gun,  or  let  fly  the  arrow, 
aimed  at  the  mark.  If  necessary  they  retreat;  if  they  dare, 
they  advance  upon  their  killed  or  crippled  adversary ;  and 
take  his  scalp,  or  make  him  prisoner,  if  possible. 

"They  aim  to  cut  off  the  garrison  supplies,  by  killing  the 
cattle;  and  they  watch  the  watering  places,  for  those  who 
go  for  that  article  of  primary  necessity ;  that  they  may  by 
these  means  reduce  the  place  to  their  possession,  or  destroy 
its  inhabitants  in  detail.  In  the  night  they  will  place  them- 
selves near  the  fort  gate  ready  to  sacrifice  the  first  person 
who  shall  appear  in  the  morning.  In  the  day,  if  there  be 
any  cover — such  as  grass,  a  bush,  a  large  clod  of  earth, 
or  a  stone  as  big  as  a  bushel— they  will  avail  themselves 

*  Dillon  quoting  Doddridge.  117. 

t  Col.  J.  Floyd.— Butler's  History  of  Kentucky,  33.    By  Dillon. 
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of  it  to  approach  the  fort,  by  slipjjiim-  forward  on  their 
bellies,  within  gunshot;  and  then,  whoever  appears  first, 
gets  the  fire;  while  the  assailant  makes  his  retreat  behind 
the  smoke  from  the  gnn. 

"At  other  times  Ihey  appi-oaeh  tlie  walls  oi-  palisades  with 
the  utmost  audacity,  and  attempt  to  fire  them  or  to  beat 
down  the  gate.  They  often  make  feints  to  draw  out  the 
garrison  on  one  side  of  the  fort,  and  if  practicable  enter 
it  by  surprise  on  the  other.  And  when  their  stock  of  pro- 
vision is  exhausted,  this  being  an  individual  affair,  they 
supply  themselves  by  hunting;  and  again  frequently 
return  to  the  siege,  if  by  any  means  they  hope  to  get  a 
scalp. 

"Such  was  the  enemy  who  infested  Kentucky,  and  willi 
whom  the  early  adventui-ers  had  to  contend.  In  the  combat 
they  were  brave;  in  defeat  they  were  dextrous;  in  vic- 
tory they  were  cruel.  Neither  sex,  nor  age,  nor  the  pris- 
oner were  exemjited  fi-om  their  tomahawk  or  scalping  knife. 
They  saw  their  perpetual  enemy  taking  possession  of  their 
hunting  ground ;  to  them  the  source  of  annisement,  of  sup- 
ply, and  of  traffic,  and  they  were  determined  to  dispute 
it  to  the  utmost  of  their  means. 

"In  the  most  difficult  times  the  Indians  were  obliged  to 
I'etire  into  the  woods;  sometimes  in  pursuit  of  game;  some- 
times as  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  generally  by  night, 
they  withdrew  to  encamp  at  a  distance.  In  these  intervals 
the  white  men  would  plough  their  corn,  or  gather  their 
crop,  or  get  up  their  cattle,  or  hunt  the  deer,  the  bear, 
and  huffalo,  for  their  own  food."* 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1778,  Colonel  George  Rogers 
Clark,  a  native  of  Albemarle  county  in  Virginia,  led  a 
memorable  expedition  against  the  ancient  French  settle- 
ments about  Kaskaskia  and  Post  Vincennes.    With  respect 

^  From  Dillon.— H.   W.   B. 
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to  the  iiiaiiiiitiRle  oi'  its  desiuii,  llic  valor  and  [)er.sevei'anco 
with  which  it  was  carriiHl  on,  and  the  monicntous  results 
wliich  were  produced  by  it,  this  expedition  stands  without 
a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  valley  of  the  ^Mississippi. 
The  particulars*  of  Ilic  most  inlci'cstin'^'  events  that  oc- 
curred in  the  j)i'ouress  of  this  reniarkal)le  enterprise,  are 
here  related  in  the  plain  style  of  |  Clark' |  the  coiinnander 
of  the  expedition. 

"It  was  at  this  pei'iod,  "'|  1  77')  |.  says  Clark,  in  liis  nicnioii', 
''that  I  tirst  had  thouuhts  of  paying'  some  attention  to 
the  interests  of  tliis  country.}  The  ])roprietors.  Hender- 
son and  Company,  took  great  i)ains  to  ingi'at iatc  them- 
selves in  the  favor  of  the  people;  but,  too  soon  for  their 
interest,  they  began  to  raise  on  their  lands,  which  caused 
many  to  complain.  A  few  gentlemen  made  some  attempts 
to  persuade  the  people  to  pay  no  attention  to  them.  I, 
[Clark]  plainly  saw  that  they  would  work  their  own  ruin; 
as  the  greatest  security  they  had  for  the  country  would  be 
that  of  making  it  the  interest  of  the  people  to  support 
their  claim.  *  *  *  j  left  the  country  in  the  fall  of 
1775,  and  returned  in  the  spring  followung.  While  in 
Virginia  I  found  thei-e  were  various  opinions  respecting 
Henderson  and  Company's  claim.  INIany  thought  it  was 
good;  others  doubted  Avhether  or  not  Virginia  could,  wnth 
propriety,  have  any  pretensions  to  the  country.  This  was 
what  I  w'anted  to  know. 

"I  immediately  fixed  on  my  ])lans;  namely,  that  of  asscMu- 
bling  the  people;  getting  them  to  elect  deputies;  and  send- 
ing them  to  treat  with  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  respecting 
the  condition  of  the  country.  If  valuable  conditions  were 
procured,  we  could  declai'c  ourselves  citizens  of  the  state; 

*  Extracted  from  the  MS.  "Memoirs  of  Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark, 
written  by  himself  at  the  united  desire  of  Presidents  Jefferson  and 
Madison."  Dillon.  At  the  time.  1843,  when  Dillon  published,  all  of 
Clark's  writings  were  in  manuscript. — H.  W.  B. 

t  Kentucky.     Dillon. 
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otherwise  wo  might  establish  an  Indeoi'iuleiit  Governiiient ; 
and,  by  giving  away  a  great  part  of  the  lands,  and  dis- 
posing of  the  remainder  we  would  not  only  gain  great 
numbers  of  inhabitants,  but  in  a  good  measure  protect  them, 

"To  carr}^  this  scheme  into  effect  I  appointed  a  general 
meeting  at  Harrodstown,  on  the  6th  of  June  1776,  and 
stated  that  something  would  be  proposed  to  the  people 
that  very  nuich  concerned  their  interest.  The  reason  I  had 
for  not  publishing  what  I  wished  to  be  done,  before  the 
day,  w^as  that  the  people  should  not  get  into  parties  on 
the  subject;  and  as  every  one  would  wish  to  know  what 
was  to  be  done  ,  there  w^ould  be  a  more  general  meeting. 
But,  unfortunately,  it  w^as  late  in  the  evening  of  that  day 
before  I  could  get  to  the  place.  The  people  had  been  in 
some  confusion;  but  at  last  concluded  that  the  whole  de- 
sign w^as  to  send  delegates  to  the  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
with  a  petition  praying  the  Asseinbly  to  accept  them  as 
such ;  to  establish  a  new  country,  etc. 

"The  polls  were  opened,  and  before  I  had  arrived,  they 
had  far  advanced  in  the  election,  and  had  entered  wuth  such 
spirit  into  it,  that  I  could  not  get  them  to  change  the  prin- 
ciple, that  of  Delegates  with  petitions,  to  that  of  Deputies 
under  the  authority  of  the  people.  In  short,  I  did  not 
take  much  pains.  Mr.  Gabriel  Jones  and  myself  were 
elected;  the  papers  were  prepared;  and  in  a  few  days  we 
set  out  for  Williamsburgh,  in  the  hope  of  arriving  before 
the  Assembly,  then  sitting,  should  rise.     *     *     * 

"AVe  proceeded  on  our  journey  as  far  as  Botetourt  coun- 
ty, and  there  learned  that  we  were  too  late ;  for  the  Assembly 
had  already  risen.  We  were  now  at  a  loss,  for  some  time, 
to  determiiie  wliat  to  do;  but  concluded  that  we  would 
wait  until  the  fall  session.  In  the  meantime  I  should  go 
to  Williamsburgh,  and  attempt  to  procure  some  powder 
for  the  Kentuckians,  and  watch  their  interests.  We  parted. 
]\lr.  Jones  returned  to  Holston,  to  join  the  forces  that  were 
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Powder  magazine  at  Willianisbiii'g.  Va..  Irom  which  Clarli  v/as  supplied  with 
powder   on   liis   first   visit. 
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raising  in  order  to  repel  the  Cherokee  Indians,  [as  they 
had  hitely  commenced  hostilities,]  and  I  myself  proceeded 
to  tlie  Governor  of  Virginia. 

"Mr.  Henry,  the  Governor,  laj^  sick  at  his  seat  in  Hano- 
ver, where  I  waited  on  him,  and  produced  my  vouchers. 
He  appeared  much  disposed  to  favor  the  Kentuckians,  and 
wrote  by  me  to  the  council,  on  the  subject.  I  attended 
them.  i\Iy  application  was  for  five  hundred  pounds  of 
powder,  to  be  conveyed  to  Kentucky,  as  an  immediate  sup- 
ply. After  various  questions  and  consultations,  the  council 
agreed  to  furnish  the  supply,  but  as  we  were  a  detached 
people,  and  not  yet  united  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  and 
uncertain,  until  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  W'hether  we 
should  be,  they  would  only  lend  us  the  amnninition  as 
friends  in  distress;  bat  that  I  must  become  answerable  for 
it,  in  case  the  Assembly  should  not  receive  us  as  citizens 
of  the  state. 

"I  informed  them  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  pay  the 
expense  of  carriage  and  guards  necessary  for  those  su]i- 
plies — that  the  British  officers  on  our  frontiers  were  making 
use  of  every  effort  to  engage  the  Indians  in  the  war — that 
the  people  might  be  destroyed  for  the  want  of  this  small 
supply— and  that  I  was  in  hopes  they  would  consider 
these  matters,  and  favor  us  by  sending  the  ammunition 
at  public  expense. 

"They  replied  that  they  were  really  disposed  to  do  every- 
thing for  us  in  their  power,  consistent  with  their  office— 
which  I  believed.  After  making  use  of  many  arguments 
to  eon\4nce  me  that  even  what  they  proposed  was  a  stretch 
of  power,  they  informed  me  that  "they  could  venture  no 
farther."  An  order  was  issued  to  the  keeper  of  the  mag- 
azine to  deliver  me  the  ammunition. 

"I  had  for  twelve  months  past  reflected  so  much  on  the 
various  situations  of  things,  respecting  oui'selves  and  the 
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continent  at  lar<i,e,  tliat  my  i-esolution  was  formed  before 
I  left  the  Council  Chainbei-.  I  resolved  to  return  the  or- 
der I  had  received,  and  immediately  repair  to  Kentucky, 
knowing-  that  the  people  would  readily  fall  into  my  first 
plan;  as  wh;it  had  ])assod  had  almost  reduced  it  to  a  cer- 
tainty of  success.  I  wrote  1o  the  Council,  and  enclosed  the 
order,  informing'  tlicm  that  I  liad  weighed  the  matter,  and 
found  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  convey  those  stores 
at  my  own  expense,  such  <i  distance  through  an  enemy's 
country— that  I  was  sorry  to  find  we  should  have  to  seek 
protection  elsewhere,  which  I  did  not  doubt  of  getting — 
that  if  a  country  was  not  worth  protecting,  it  was  not 
worth  claiming,  etc. 

"What  passed  on  the  reception  of  this  letter,  I  cannot 
tell.  It  was,  I  suppose,  nothing  moi'e  than  what  might  be 
expected  by  a  set  of  gentlemen  zealous  in  the  welfare  of 
their  cotmtry.  and  fttlly  apprised  of  what  they  might  ex- 
pect to  take  place  in  Kentttcky.  I  was  sent  for.  Being  a 
little  x^i'f'jndiced  in  favor  of  my  mother  country,  I  was 
willing  to  meet  half  way.  Orders  were  immediately  isstted, 
dated  Aug.  23,  1776,  for  conveying  those  stores  to  Pitts- 
bttrgh,  and  there  to  await  further  orders  from  me. 

"Things  being  amicably  settled,  I  wrote  to  Kentucky, 
giving  information  of  what  I  had  done ;  and  recommended 
them  to  send  to  Pittsburgh,  and  convey  the  ammunition 
by  water  to  their  own  country.  This  they  never  received. 
I  waited  tmtil  tlie  fall  session,  when  I  was  joined  by  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Jones.  We  laid  our  papers  before  the  As- 
sembly. They  resolved  that  we  could  not  take  our  seats  as 
meml)ers;  l)u1  that  our  l)usiiiess  should  be  attended  to. 

"Colonel  Henderson,  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the  Cher- 
okees,  being  present,  retarded  our  business.  Colonel  Ar- 
thur Campbell,  one  of  the  members,  being  also  opposed 
to  our  having  a  new  county,  wished  us  annexed  to  the 
county  on  the  frontiers  of  which   we  lay,   and  Avhich  he 
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rcprcsculctl.  This  caused  il  lo  be  late  in  the  session  l)e- 
fore  we  got  a  cotiiplele  eslahlislnneiil  of  a  county  by  the 
name  of  Kentucky.     *     *     * 

•'Tlie  eonimandants  of  tlie  dilTercnt  towns  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wabash.  I  knew  were  busily  engaged  in  exeitiii'j  Ihe 
Indians,  'rheii-  i-e(hu'lion  beeanie  my  fii'sl  object;  expect- 
ing, probably,  that  it  might  open  a  iield  foi'  further  action. 
I  sent  two  young  men*  to  those  i)laces  [in  the  sununer  of 
1777  I  as  spies,  with  proper  instructions  for  theii-  conduct, 
to  prevent  susi)icion.  Neither  did  they,  nor  any  one  in 
Kentucky  ever  know  my  design  until  it  was  ripe  for  execu- 
tion. They  returned  to  llarrodstown  with  all  the  informa- 
tion I  could  reasonably  have  exx)ected. 

[These  young  lumters  were  also  with  the  company  of 
thirty  men,  who,  under  the  command  of  Captain  James 
Ilarrod,  brought  the  gunpowder  which  Clark  procured,  to 
be  sent  by  the  authorities  from  Williamsburgh  to  Pitts- 
burgh, and  thence  conveyed  by  Captain  Harrod's  party 
through  the  forest  to  llarrodstown.— IT.  AV.  B.] 

"I  found  from  them  that  they  had  but  little  expectation 
of  a  visit  from  us ;  but  that  things  were  kept  in  good  order, 
the  militia  trained,  etc.,  that  they  might,  in  case  of  a  visit 
be  prepared— that  the  greatest  pains  were  taken  to  influ- 
ence the  minds  of  the  French  inhabitants  against  the 
Americans,  notwithstanding  they  could  discover  traces  of 
affection  in  some  of  the  inhabitants— that  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter  were  engaged  in  the  war,  &c. 

''AATien  I  left  Kentucky.  October  1st,  1777.  I  plainly 
saw  that  every  eye  was  turned  towards  me,  as  if  expecting 
some  stroke  in  their  favor.  Some  doubted  my  return,  ex- 
pecting I  would  join  the  army  in  Virginia.  I  left  them 
with  reluctance,  pi'omising  them  that  I  would  certainly 
return  to  their  assistance,  which  I  had  predetermined.  On 
my  arrival  at   Williamsburgh,   I  remained  a  considerable 

*  Benjamin  Linn  and  Samuel   Moore. 
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time,  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and 
making  remarks  of  every  thing  I  saw  or  heard,  that  could 
lead  me  to  the  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of  those  in 
power. 

"Burgoyne's  army  having  been  captured,  and  things 
seeming  to  wear  a  pleasing  aspect,  on  the  10th  of  December 
I  communicated  my  design  to  Governor  Henry.  At  first 
he  seemed  to  be  fond  of  it;  but,  to  detach  a  party  at  so 
great  a  distance,  [although  the  service  performed  might 
be  of  great  utility],  appeared  daring  and  hazardous,  as 
nothing  but  secrecy  could  give  success  to  the  enterprise. 

"To  lay  the  matter  before  the  Assembly,  then  sitting, 
would  be  dangerous,  as  it  would  soon  be  known  through- 
out the  frontiers;  and  probably  the  first  prisoner  taken 
by  the  Indians  would  give  the  alarm,  Avhich  would  end  in 
the  certain  destruction  of  the  party.  He  had  several  pri- 
vate councils,  composed  of  select  gentlemen.  After  mak- 
ing every  inquiry  into  my  proposed  plans  of  operation  [and 
particularly  that  of  a  retreat,  in  case  of  misfortune,  across 
the  Mississippi  into  the  Spanish  territory] ,  the  expedition 
was  resolved  upon;  and  as  an  encouragement  to  those  who 
would  engage  in  said  service,  an  instrument  of  writing  was 
signed,  Avherein  those  gentlemen  promised  to  use  their 
influence  to  procure  from  the  Assembly  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  for  each,  in  case  of  success. 

"The  Governor  and  council  so  warmly  engaged  in  the 
success  of  this  enterprise,  that  I  had  very  little  trouble  in 
getting  matters  adjusted;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1778,  received  my  instructions,  and  1,200  pounds  [ster- 
ling] for  the  use  of  the  expediton,  with  an  order  on  Pitts- 
burgh for  boats,  ammunition,  &c.  Finding  from  the  Gover- 
nor's conversation  in  general  to  me,  on  the  subject,  that  he 
did  not  wish  an  implicit  attention  to  his  instructions  should 
prevent  my  executing  any  thing  that  would  manifestly  tend 


Negative  by  H.  \V.  Beckwith 

Old  Court  House  at  Williamsburg, "Va.,  built  of  brick  imported  from  England. 
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to  the  ji'oocl  ui'  the  puhlir,  on  [he  -illi  1  set  forward,  clothed 
with  all  the  authority  that  I  wished.  I  advanced  to  Major 
AVilliam  Smith,  150  pounds  to  recruit  men  on  TTolston,  and 
to  meet  me  in  Kentucky.  Captain  Leonard  Helm,  of  Fau- 
quier, and  Captain  Joseph  Bowman,  of  Frederick,  were  to 
raise  each  a  company,  and  on  the  [Ist]  of  February  arrive 
at  Red  Stone  Old  Fort."* 

The  instructions  referred  to  by  Clark,  above,  were  two 
in  number.  One  was  open,  or  public.  It  ordered  Clark 
to  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  raise  seven  companies 
of  men,  officered  in  the  usual  manner,  to  act  as  militia 
under  Clark's  orders.  They  were  to  proceed  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  there  obey  such  oi'ders  and  directions  as  Clark 
might  give  them.  The  ostensible  purpose  was  to  take 
measures  against  the  forays  of  the  Indians  ui)on  the  set- 
tlers of  Kentucky.  The  other  order  was  secret,  but  in 
fact  contained  the  real  purposes  of  Clarks'  campaign. 
It  is  as  follows: 

Governor  Henrv's  Secret  Instructions  to  Gen.  Clark. f 
Virginia  Set.  In  Council,  AVilliamsburg,  Jan.  2,  1778. 

Lieut  .-Colonel  George  Rogers  Clark: 

You  are  to  proceed  with  all  convenient  speed  to  raise 
seven  companies  of  soldiers  to  consist  of  fifty  men  each, 
officered  in  the  usual  manner  and  armed  most  properly 
for  the  Enterprise,  and  with  this  force  attack  the  British 
post  at  Kaskask3^ 

*  Now  Brownsville,  on  the  river  Monongahela.    Dillon. 

t  The  fac-simile  of  the  above  letter,  reduced  in  size,  appears  for  the 
first  time  in  the  very  valuable  volumes  of  the  late  distinguished  con- 
gressman, William  Hayden  English,  of  Indiana,  published  by  the 
Bowtn-Merrill  Company  in  189G.  The  original  private  letter  of  in- 
struction of  Governor  Henry  to  Colonel  Clark,  from  which  the  fac- 
simile above  referred  to  was  made,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Indiana 
Historical  Society  many  years  ago,  and  has  not  hitherto  been  rendered 
for  publication.  Its  printed  text,  and  also  Gov.  Henry's  open  letter  of 
Instructions  to  Gen.  Clark,  also  appear  in  Butler's  History  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  in  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.'s  Ohio  Historical  Valley  series,  al- 
ready noted.— H.  "W.  B. 
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It  is  conjectured  that  there  are  iiiauy  pieces  of  Camion 
and  military  Stores  to  considerable  amount  at  that  place, 
the  taking  and  preservation  of  which  would  be  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  State.  If  you  are  so  fortunate  therefore 
as  to  succeed  in  your  expedition,  you  will  take  every  pos- 
sible measure  to  secure  the  artillery  and  stores  and  what- 
ever may  advantage  the  State. 

For  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  provisions,  &c.,  down 
the  Ohio,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Pitt  for  Boats,  and  during  the  whole  transaction  you 
are  to  take  especial  Care  to  keep  the  true  Destination  of 
y(Uir  Forces  secret.  Its  success  depends  upon  this.  Orders 
are  therefore  given  to  Capt.  Smith  to  secure  the  two  men 
from  Kaskasky.  Similar  conduct  will  be  proper  in  simi- 
lar cases.  It  is  earnestly  desired  that  you  show  humanity 
to  such  British  subjects  and  other  persons  as  fall  in  your 
hand.  If  the  white  inhabitants  of  that  post  and  the  neigh- 
borhood will  give  undoubted  evidence  of  their  attachment 
to  this  State  [for  it  is  certain  they  live  within  its  limits] 
by  taking  the  test  prescribed  by  law.  and  by  every  other 
way  and  means  in  their  power;  let  them  be  treated  as 
fellow  citizens,  and  tlieir  persons  and  property  duly  secured ; 
assistance  and  protection  against  all  enemies  whatever  shall 
be  afforded  them,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  is 
pledged  to  accomplish  it.  But  if  these  people  will  not  ac- 
cede to  these  reasonable  demands,  they  must  feel  the  mis- 
eries of  war  under  the  direction  of  that  Humanity  that  has 
hitherto  distinguished  Americans,  and  which  it  is  expected 
you  will  ever  consider  as  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct  and 
from  which  you  are  in  no  instance  to  depart. 

The  corps  you  are  to  command  are  to  receive  the  iray  and 
allowance  of  militia  and  to  act  under  the  Laws  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  State  now  in  force  as  IMilitia.  The  inhabitants 
at  this  Post  will  be  informed  by  you  that  in  case  they  ac- 
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cede  to  the  offers  of  becoininy  Citizens  of  this  ('ominon- 
Avcillli.  a  proper  ti'arrison  will  be  maintained  aiii()n<i'  them 
and  ever}'  attention  bestowed  to  render  their  Coimnei'ce 
beneticial,  the  fairest  prospects  being  opened  to  the  Domin- 
ions of  both  France  and  Spain. 

It  is  in  conteniplalioii  to  establish  a  post  near  the  mouth 
of  Ohio.  Cannon  will  be  wanted  to  fortify  it.  Part  of 
those  at  Kaskasky  will  be  easily  brought  thither  or  other- 
wise secured  as  circumstances  will  make  necessary. 

You  are  to  apply  to  General  Hand  [at  Pittsburgh]  for 
powder  and  lead  necessary  for  this  Expedition.  If  he 
can't  supply  it  the  person  who  has  that  which  Capt.  Lynn 
brot  from  Orleans  can.  Lead  was  sent  to  Hampshire  b}' 
my  orders  and  that  may  be  delivered  you.  Wishing  you 
success,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  li'hle  Serv't, 

P.  Henry. 

■'Being  now  in  the  country  Avhere  all  arrangements  were 
to  be  made,  I  appointed  Capt.  William  Plarrod,  and  many 
other  officers  to  the  recruiting  service ;  and  contracted  for 
flour  and  other  stores  that  I  wanted. 

"I  received  information  from  Captain  [Leonard]  Helm, 
that  several  gentlemen  took  pains  to  counteract  his  inter- 
est in  recruiting,  as  no  such  service  was  known  of  by  the 
Assembly.  Consequently  he  had  to  send  to  the  Governor 
to  get  his  conduct  ratified.  I  found,  also.  oi)position  to  our 
interest  in  the  Pittsburgh  country. 

"As  the  whole  was  divided  into  violent  parties  between 
the  Virginians  and  Pennsylvanians,  respecting  territory, the 
idea  of  men  being  raised  for  the  State  of  Virginia  affected 
the  vulgar  of  the  one  party;  and,  as  my  real  instructions 
were  kept  concealed,  and  only  an  instrument  from  th.c 
Governor,  written  designedly  for  deception,  was  made 
"  -13 
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public,  wherein  1  was  aiithori/ed  to  raise  men  i'or  the  de- 
fence of  Kentucky,  many  gentlemen  of  both  parties  con- 
ceived it  to  be  injurious  to  the  public  interest  to  draw  off 
men  at  so  critical  a  moment  for  the  defence  of  a  few  de- 
tached inhahitaiils.  who  had  bettei-  be  removed,  &c. 

"These  circumstances  caused  some  confusion  in  llu-  I'c- 
cruiting  service.  On  the  29th  of  March,  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  Major  Smith,  by  express,  informing  me  that  he 
had  raised  four  companies  on  Ilolston,  to  be  marched  im- 
mediately to  Kentucky,  agreeably  to  his  orders;  and  an 
express  from  Kentucky  informed  me  that  they  had  gained 
considerable  strength  since  I  left  that  quarter.  This  in- 
formation of  four  companies  being  raised,  with  Bowman's 
and  Helm's,  which  1  knew  were  on  their  way  to  join  me  at 
Red  Stone,  caused  me  to  be  more  easy  respecting  recruits 
than  otherwise  I  should  have  been. 

"The  officers  only  got  such  as  had  friends  in  Kentucky, 
or  those  induced  by  their  own  interest  and  desire  to  see 
the  country.  Meeting  Avith  several  disappointments,  it  was 
late  in  May  before  I  could  leave  the  Red  Stone  settlemcnit, 
Avith  those  com^janies,  and  a  considerable  number  of  fami- 
lies and  pi'ivate  adventurers.  Taking  in  my  stores  at 
Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling,  I  proceeded  down  the  river  Avith 
caution. ' ' 
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ClIAPTKH  VII. 

On  arriving  with  his  i'orees  at  th(^  Falls  of  the  Ohio, 
Colonel  Clark  took  possession  of  an  island  |  Corn  Island] 
Avhich  contained  about  S(>ven  acres.  lie  divided  this  island 
among  a  small  nuiuber  of  families,  for  whose  protection 
he  constructed  some  light  fortifications. 

Of  the  four  companies  that  were  recrnited  by  ]\Iajor 
Smitli,  on  the  ITolston,  only  one  had  arrived  in  Kentucky; 
and  when  Clark  disclosed  to  the  troops  his  daring  designs 
against  Post  Vinceunes  and  Kaskaskia,  he  was  deserted  by 
tlie  greater  part  of  that  company.  Another  obstacle  inter- 
fered with  his  plans.  He  found  that  the  settlers  of  Ken- 
tucky, owing  to  the  hostile  temper  of  the  Indians,  could 
not  at  that  time  hazard  a  material  diminution  of  the 
strength  of  their  forts  by  joining  the  expedition  under  his 
command.* 

The  memoir  of  Clark  proceeds:  "On  the  1 24:th]  of 
June,  1778,  we  left  our  little  island,  and  run  about  a  mile 
up  the  river  in  order  to  gain  the  main  channel ;  and  shot 
the  faUs  at  the  very  moment  of  the  sun  ])eing  in  a  great 
eclipse,  which  caused  various  conjectures  anu)ng  the  supei- 
stitious.  As  I  knew  that  spies  ^vere  kept  on  the  river, 
l)elow  the  towns  of  tlie  Illinois,  I  had  resolved  to  march 
liart  of  the  way  by  land;  and  of  course. left  the  whole  of 
our  baggage,  exce])t  as  much  as  would  equip  us  in  an  Indian 
mode. 

'.'The  whole  of  our  force,  after  leaving  such  as  was 
judged  not  competent  to  the  expected  fatigue,  consisted 
only   of   four   companies,   eoiiimanded    l)y    Captain    John 

*  From   Dillon. 
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Montgomery,  Joseph  Bowinaii,  Leonard  Ilclius,  and 
AVilliaiii  llai'rod.  .My  force  being  so  small  to  what 
I  expeeled,  owing  lo  the  various  circumstances  al- 
ready mentioned,  I  found  it  neeessai'y  to  alter 
my  plans  of  oi)erati(in.  As  Post  Vincennes  of 
this  time  was  a  town  of  considerable  force,  consisting  of 
near  four  hundred  militia,  with  an  Indian  town  adjoining, 
and  great  numbers  continually  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
in  the  scale  of  Indian  affairs  of  more  importance  than 
any  other,  1  had  thought  of  attacking  it  first ;  but  now 
found  that  I  could  by  no  means  venture  near  it. 

"I  resolved  to  begin  my  career  in  the  Illinois  where  thei'e 
were  more  inhabitants,  but  scattered  in  different  villages, 
and  less  danger  of  being  immediately  overpowered  by  the 
Indians;  in  case  of  necessity  we  could  probably  make  our 
retreat  to  the  Spanish  side  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  if  success- 
ful, we  might  pave  our  way  to  the  possession  of  Post  Vin- 
cennes. 

"I  had  fully  accpuiinted  mj^self  that  the  French  inhabi- 
tants in  those  western  settlements  had  great  influence 
among  the  Indians  in  general,  and  were  more  beloved  by 
them  than  any  other  Europeans — that  their  commercial 
intercourse  was  universal  throughout  the  western  and 
northAvestern  countries— and  that  the  governing  interest 
on  the  lakes  Avas  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  who 
were  not  much  beloved  by  thenu  These,  and  many  other 
ideas  similar  thereto,  caused  me  to  resolve,  if  possible,  to 
strengthen  myself  by  such  train  of  conduct,  as  might  prob- 
ably attach  the  French  inhabitants  to  our  inloi'cst.  and 
give  us  influence  at  a  greater  distance  than  the  country 
we  were  aiming  for. 

"These  were  the  principh^s  that  infhiencod  my  future  con- 
duct; and,  fortunately,  I  liad  just  received  a  better  from 
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Cuiouei  (.'aiiiplx-'ll,"  djilcd  1 'illsliui-j^li,  in  roniiiii;^  iik;  ol'  llio 
contents  ot"  the  trcu; it's f  between  l-'riinee  juid  Aiiieriea.  As  I 
I  Clark]  intended  to  lea\c  llie  ()ln(i  ,il  I*'(>i1  Massac,  three 
leagues  below  the  'l\'nnessee.  I  landed  on  a  small  island  in 
the  mouth  of  that  river,  in  oi-dei-  to  |)re|)are  I'oi-  I. he  march. 
In  a  few  liours  after,  one  dohn  Dnff  and  a  ])ar1y  of  hunters 
coming  down  the  river,  were  hidu^ht  lo  the  island  by 
our  boats.  They  were  men  foi-mei-ly  Tfom  lln'  states,  and 
assured  us  of  their  happiness  in  joiniim  t  lie  adventure.    *    * 

"They  had  been  bui  lately  I'l-om  Kaskaskia.  and  were 
able  to  give  us  all  the  intelligence  we  wislied.  They  said  that 
Governor  Abbott  had  lately  left  Post  Vincennes,  and  gone 
to  Detroit  on  some  business  of  importance — that  Mr.  Roch- 
blave  commanded  at  Kaskaskia,  &c.— that  the  militia  was 
kept  in  good  order,  and  spies  on  the  Mississippi— and  that 
all  hunters,  both  Indians  and  others,  were  ordered  to  keep 
a  good  lookout  for  the  Rebels — that  the  fort  was  kept  in 
good  order,  as  an  asylum,  &c.— but  they  believed  the  whole 
to  proceed  more  from  the  fondness  of  parade  than  the 
expectation  of  a  visit — that,  if  they  received  timely  notice 
of  us,  they  would  collect  and  give  us  a  warm  reception, 
as  they  were  taught  to  harbor  a  most  horrid  idea  of  the 
barbarity  of  Rebels,   especially  the   Virginians;   l)ut,   that 


*  The   later   Col.    William   Linn   was   the   messenger.— H.    W.    B. 

t  "On  the  6th  of  February.  1778,  France  acknowledged  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States,  and  concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  new  Republic.  The  British 
ministry  considered  these  acts  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  by 
France  against  Great  Britain.  The  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Alliance  between  the  United  States  and  France  was  fixed  in  these 
words: 

"Art.  I.  If  war  should  break  out  between  France  and  Great  Brit- 
ain during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  shall  make  it 
a  common  cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  offices, 
their  counsels  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigence  of  conjunc- 
tures, as  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies." 

This  treaty  of  Alliance  was  annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  on  the 
7th  of  .July,  17Pn.— Dillon. 
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if  we  could  siii'prise  the  place,  wliicli  they  were  in  hopes  we 
inifiht,  tliey  made  no  doubl  of  oui-  bein<^  able  to  do  as  we 
pleased^that  they  hoped  to  be  received  as  partakers  in 
the  enterprise,  and  wished  us  to  put  full  confidence  in 
them,  and  they  would  assist  the  guides  in  conducting  the 
party.     This  was  agreed  to,  and  they  pro\'e(l  valuable  men. 

' '  The  acquisition  to  us  was  great,  as  I  had  no  intelligence 
from  these  posts,  since  the  spies  I  sent  twelve  months 
])ast.  l>ul  no  part  of  their  information  pleased  me  more 
than  that  of  the  inhabitants  viewing  us  as  more  savage  than 
their  neighbors,  the  Indians.  I  was  determined  to  improve 
upon  this,  if  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  them  into  my 
possession ;  as  I  conceived  the  greater  the  shock  I  could 
give  them  at  first,  the  more  sensibly  would  they  feel  my 
lenity,  and  become  more  valuable  friends.  This  I  con- 
ceived to  be  agreeable  to  human  nature,  as  I  had  observed 
it  in  many  instances.  Having  everything  prepared,  we 
moved  doAvn  to  a  little  gully  a  small  distance  above  Massac, 
in  which  we  concealed  our  boats,  and  set  out  a  northwest 
course. 

"The  weather  was  favorable:  in  some  pai'ts  water  was 
scarce,  as  well  as  game;  of  course  we  suffered  drought  and 
hunger,  but  not  to  excess.  On  the  third  day  John  Saun- 
ders, our  principal  guide,  appeared  confused;  and  we  sooii 
discovered  that  he  was  totally  lost,  without  there  was  some 
other  cause  of  his  present  conduct.  I  asked  him  vai'ious 
questions,  and  from  his  answers  I  could  scarcely  determine 
what  to  think  of  him;  whether  or  not  that  he  was  lost,  or 
that  he  wished  to  deceive  us.     *     *     * 

"The  cry  of  the  whole  detachment  was  that  he  was  a 
traitor.  He  begged  that  he  might  be  suffered  to  go  some 
distance  into  a  i)lain  that  was  in  full  view  to  try  to  make 
some  discovery  whether  or  not  he  Avas  right.  I  told  him 
he  might  go;  but  that  I  was  suspicious  of  him  from  his 
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eonduel  — thiit  JJom  llic  lirst  day  of  his  ht'iug  employed 
he  always  said  he  knew  the  way  well — that  there  was  now 
a  different  appearance— that  I  saw  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try was  such  that  a  person  once  acciuainted  with  it,  could 
not  in  a  short  time  forget  it— that  a  few  men  should  go 
with  him  to  prevent  his  escape — and  that  if  he  did  not 
discover  and  take  us  into  the  Hunter's  Road  that  led  from 
the  east  into  Kaskaskia.  which  he  had  frequently  described, 
I  would  have  him  innnediately  put  to  death;  which  I  was 
determined  to  have  done ;  but  after  a  search  of  an  hour 
or  two  he  came  to  a  place  he  knew  perfectly,  and  we  dis- 
covered that  the  i)oor  fellow  liad  been,  as  they  call  it,  be- 
wildered. 

"On  the  4th  of  July,  in  the  evening,  we  got  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  town,  where  we  lay  until  near  dark,  keeping 
spies  ahead,  after  which  we  commenced  our  march,  and 
took  possession  of  a  house  v/herein  a  large  family  lived, 
on  the  bank  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  above  the  town.  Here  we  were  informed  that 
the  people  a  few  days  before  were  under  arms,  but  had  con- 
cluded that  the  cause  of  the  alarm  was  without  foundation ; 
and  that  at  that  time  there  was  a  great  number  of  men  in 
town,  but  that  the  Indians  had  generally  left  it,  and  at 
present  all  was  quiet.  AVe  soon  procured  a  sufficiency  of 
vessels,  the  more  in  ease  to  convey  us  across  the  river. 

["We  leave  Clark's  memoir  and  quote  from  the  INIason 
letter  as  follows. — Editor.] 

"On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  July,"  continues  Clark, 
"we  got  within  three  miles  of  the  town  of  Kaskaskia, 
having  a  river  of  the  same  name  to  cross  to  the  town.  After 
making  ourselves  ready  for  anything  that  might  happen, 
Ave  marched  after  night  to  a  farm  that  was  on  the  same 
side  of 'the  river  about  a  mile  above  the  town,  took  the  fam- 
ily prisoners,  and  fovuid  plenty  of  boats  to  cross  in,  and  in 
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tMo  lioiirs  transported  oursrlves  to  the  other  shore  with 
the  greatest  sih'iice. 

"I  learned  that  they  had  some  suspicion  of  being  at- 
tacked, and  liad  made  some  preparations,  keeping  out 
spies,  but  they,  making  no  discoveries,  had  got  off  their 
guard.  1  inuiiediately  divided  my  little  army  into  two  divi- 
sions; ordered  one  to  surround  the  town,  with  the  other  I 
broke  into  the  fort,  secured  the  governor,  Mr.  Roehblave, 
in  fifteen  minutes  had  every  street  secured,  sent  runners 
through  the  town,  ordering  the  people,  on  pain  of  death, 
to  keep  close  to  their  houses,  which  they  observed,  and  be- 
fore daylight  had  the  whole  town  disarmed." 

[The  Clark-]\rason  letter.  — li..  W.  B.] 

The  memoir  proceeds  as  follows : 

"With  one  of  the  divisions  I  marched  to  the  Fort,  and 
ordered  the  other  two  into  ditl'erent  quarters  of  the  town. 
If  I  met  with  no  resistance,  at  a  certain  signal,  a  general 
shout  was  to  be  given,  and  certain  parts  were  to  be  imme- 
diately possessed ;  and  men  of  each  detachment,  who  could 
speak  the  French  language,  were  to  run  through  every 
street  and  proclaim  what  had  happened;  and  inform  the 
inhabitants  that  every  person  that  appeared  in  the  streets 
would  l)e  shot  doMU.  This  disposition  had  its  desired  ef- 
fect. 

"In  a  very  little  time  we  had  complete  possession  and 
every  avenue  was  guarded,  to  prevent  any  escape  to  give 
the  alarm  to  the  other  villages  in  case  of  opposition. 

"Various  orders  had  been  issued  not  worth  mentioning.  I 
don't  suppose  greater  silence  ever  reigned  among  the  in- 
habitants of  a  place  than  did  at  this  at  present;  not  a 
person  to  be  seen,  not  a  word  to  be  heard  by  them  for 
some  time,  but  designedly,  the  greatest  noise  kept  up  by  our 
troops  through  every  quarter  of  the  town,  and  patroles 
continually  the  whole  night  round  it ;  as  intercepting  any 


>;egative  by  H.  \V.  Beckwilh 

KASKASKIA   IN -1895. 
Taken   from   south-west  angle  of  the  Fort  across  the  river. 


Negative  by  H.  W.  Beckwith 

South  slope  of  Fort  looking  East. 


N'egative  by  H.  W.  Beckwith 

East  slope  of  Fort,  looking  south 


Negative  by  H.  W.  Beekwith 

PART     OF     EAST     SLOPE     OF     FORT. 
Looking   to    the    south-east   angle    oi    the    Fort. 


Negative  by  H.  W.  Beekwith 

View  fi'om  thp  north-past,  looking  soiith-wvsterly  over  the  intci-ior  of  tliP  Fort. 


Negative  by  H.  W.  Beckwilh 

Depression  and  debris  of  the  cellar  underneath  the  barracks  in  the  Fort. 
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information  was  a  capital  ol),jec't  ;  and  in  abont  two  lioui'S 
the  whole  of  the  inliahitaiils  were  disai-nied,  and  infoniicd 
that  if  one  was  tal\en  attemptini^-  to  make  Ids  escape  he 
slionld  be  immediately  put  to  death." 

When  Colonel  Chuk,  by  the  use  of  various  l)hjodk^ss 
means,  had  raised  the  tei'i-oi-  of  tlie  French  iidiabitants  to 
a  painful  height,  he  surprised  them  and  won  their  confi- 
dence and  friendsliip,  by  performing'  unexpectiHlly.  several 
acts  of  justice  and  generosity.  On  tlie  morning  of  the  5th 
of  July,  a  few  of  the  principal  men  were  arrested,  and  put 
in  irons.  Soon  afterward,  ^1.  Gibault,*  the  priest  of  the 
village,  accompanied  by  five  or  six  aged  citizc^is  waited  on 
Clark,  and  said  that  the  inhabitants  expected  to  be  separ- 
ated, perhaps  never  to  meet  again,  and  they  begged  to  be 
permitted  to  assembh^  in  tlu'ir  eluirch.  and  there  to  take 
leave  of  each  other. 

Clark  mildly  told  the  priest  that  he  had  nothing  to  say 
against  liis  religion ;  that  it  was  a  matter  which  Americans 
left  for  every  man  to  settle  with  his  God;  that  the  people 
might  assemble  in  their  church,  if  they  would;  but  that 
they  must  not  venture  out  of  tow^i.  Nearly  the  whole 
French  population  assembled  at  the  church.  Tlie  house.? 
were  deserted  by  all  who  could  leave  them ;  and  Clark 
gave  orders  to  prevent  any  soldiers  from  entering  the  va- 
cant buildings. 

After  the  close  of  the  meeting  at  the  church,  a  deputation, 
consisting  of  M.  Gibault  and  several  other  persons,  waited 
on  Clark,  and  said  "that  their  present  situation  Avas  the 
fate  of  war,  and  that  they  coidd  submit  to  the  loss  of  their 

*  The  Reverend  Pierre,  i.  e. .  Peter  GibauU,  was  "Vicar  General  of 
the  Bishop  of  Quebec  for  Illinois  and  the  adjoining  counties"  during 
the  Britisli  rule,  and  the  secular  priest  of  the  French  and  Indians,  not 
only  at  the  Illinois  villages,  but  of  Vincennes  as  well.  His  home  resi- 
dence at  Cahokia,  Illinois.  Being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  his 
later  aid  to,  and  open  sympathy  for  the  success  of  General  Clark  was 
a  risk  that  invited  his  own  arrest  for  treason. — H.  W.  B. 
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property ;  but  they  solicited  that  the}^  might  not  be  sep- 
arated from  their  wives  and  cliildren ;  and  that  some  clothes 
and  provisions  might  be  allowed  for  their  support." 

Clark  feigned  surprise  at  this  request,  and  abruptly 
exclaimed,  "Do  you  mistake  us  for  savages?  I  am  ai- 
mbst  certain  you  do,  from  your  language !  Do  you  think 
that  Americans  intend  to  strip  women  and  children,  or  take 
the  bread  out  of  their  mouths?  My  countrymen,"  said 
Clark,  '"disdain  to  make  war  upon  helpless  innocence.  It 
was  to  prevent  the  horrors  of  Indian  butchery  upon  our 
own  wives  and  children,  that  we  have  taken  arms  and 
penetrated  into  this  remote  stronghold  of  British  and 
Indian  barbarity;  and  not  the  despicable  prospect  of  plun- 
der. 

''That  now  the  king  of  France  has  united  his  powerful 
arms  with  those  of  America,  the  war  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  continue  long;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Kaskas- 
kia  were  at  liberty  to  take  which  side  they  pleased,  without 
the  least  danger  to  either  property  or  families.  Nor  would 
their  religion  be  any  source  of  disagreement;  as  all  religions 
were  regarded  with  equal  respect  in  the  eye  of  the  American 
law,  and  that  any  insult  offered  it  would  be  immediately 
punished.  And  now,  to  prove  my  sincerity,  you  will  please 
inform  your  fellow  citizens,  that  they  are  quite  at  liberty 
to  conduct  themselves  as  usual,  without  the  least  appre- 
hension. 

"1  am  now  convinced,  fi'om  what  I  have  learned  since 
my  arrival  among  you,  that  you  have  been  misinformed, 
and  prejudiced  against  us  by  British  officers;  and  your 
friends  who  are  in  confinement  shall  immediately  be  re- 
leased. "  In  a  few  moments  after  the  delivery  of  this  speech, 
the  gloom  that  rested  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Kaskaskia  had  passed  away.  The  news  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  the 
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influcuce  of  the  magnanimous  conduct  of  Clark,  induced 
the  French  villagers  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
State  of  Virginia.  Their  arms  were  restored  to  them,  and 
a  volunteer  company  of  French  militia  joined  a  detachment 
under  Captain  Bowman,  when  that  officer  was  despatched 
to  take  possession  of  Cahokia.  The  inhahilants  of  this  small 
village,  on  hearing  wliat  had  taken  place  at  Kaskaskia, 
readily  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia. 

The  memoir  of  Clark  proceeds:  "Post  Vincennes  newr 
being  out  of  my  mind,  and  from  some  things  that  I  had 
learned  I  had  some  reason  to  suspect  that  M.  Gibault,  the 
priest,  was  inclined  to  the  American  interest  previous  t.) 
our  arrival  in  the  country.  He  had  great  intluence  over 
the  people  at  this  period,  and  Post  Vincennes  was  under 
his  jurisdiction.  I  made  no  doubt  of  his  integrity  to  us. 
I  sent  for  him,  and  had  a  long  conference  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  Post  Vincennes. 

"In  answer  to  all  my  queries,  he  informed  me  that  he 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  cause  any  military  prepara- 
tion to  be  made  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  for  the  attack  of 
Post  Vincennes,  although  the  place  was  strong  and  a  great 
number  of  Indians  in  its  neighborhood,  who.  to  his  knowl- 
edge, were  generally  at  war— that  Governor  Abbott  ha^l 
a  few  weeks  before  left  the  place  on  some  business  to 
Detroit — that  he  expected  that  when  the  inhabitants  were 
fully  acquainted  with  wliat  had  passed  at  the  Illinois,  and 
the  present  happiness  of  their  friends,  and  made  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  war.  that  their  sentiments 
w^ould  greatly  change — that  he  knew  that  his  appearance 
there  would  have  great  weight,  even  among  the  savages 
— that  if  it  was  agreeable  to  me  he  would  take  this  business 
on  him>self,  and  had  no  doubt  of  his  being  able  to  bring 
that  place  over  to  the  American  interest  without  my  being 
at  the  trouble  of  marching  against  it— that  his  business 
being  altogether  spiritual,  he  wished  that  another  person 
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iiiitilit  be  eliai's^ed  with  llu'  lenii)ural  pari,  of  the  embassy; 
but  that  he  would  privately  direct  the  whole;  and  he  named 
Doctor  Lafont  [John  Baptiste  Laffont,  a  physician  living  at 
Kaskaskia],  as  his  associate. 

"This  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  what  1  had  been 
secretly  aiming  at  for  some  days.  The  plan  was  imme- 
diately settled,  and  the  two  doctors,  with  their  intended 
retinue,  among  whom  I  had  a  spy,  set  about  preparing  for 
their  journey;  and  set  out  on  the  14th  of  July,  with  an 
address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes,  authorizing 
them  to  garrison  their  own  town  themselves,  which  would 
convince  them  of  the  great  confidence  we  put  in  them,  &c. 
All  this  had  its  desired  effect. 

' '  Mr.  Gibault  and  his  party  arrived  safe,  and  after  their 
spending  a  day  or  two  in  explaining  matters  to  the  people, 
they  universally  acceded  to  the  proposal  [except  a  few 
emissaries  left  by  ]\Ir.  Abbott,  who  immediately  left  the 
country],  and  went  in  a  body  to  the  church,  where  the  oath 
of  allegiance  was  administered  to  them  in  the  most  solemn 
mannei*.  An  officer  was  elected,  the  fort  immediately  [gar- 
risoned] and  the  American  flag  displayed  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  the  Indians,  and  everything  settled  far  beyond 
our  most  sanguine  hopes. 

"The  people  here  immediately  began  to  put  on  a  new 
face,  and  to  talk  in  a  different  style,  and  to  act  as  perfect 
freemen.  With  a  garrison  of  their  own,  wdth  the  United 
States  at  their  elbow,  their  language  to  the  Indians  was 
immediately  altered.  They  began  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  informed  the  Indians  that  their  old  father, 
the  King  of  France,  was  come  to  life  again,  and  was  mad 
at  them  for  fighting  for  the  English;  that  they  would  ad- 
vise them  to  make  peace  with  the  Americans  as  soon  as 
they  could,  otherwise  they  might  expect  the  land  to  be  very 
bloody,  &c. 
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"The  Indians  beg'an  to  think  sm-ionsly;  throuiihout  the 
country  this  was  now  tlic  kind  ol'  lan.uua.ux'  th(»\'  <zcnerally 
g'ot  fi'oiii  tlicii-  ;iii(iciit  I'l'liMids  of  tlu'  Wabash  ;iiiil  Illinois. 
Thi'onuli  tlic  means  of  Ihcii-  corrcsponchMice  spi-eadinj^ 
anionii'  tlic  nations,  our  batteries  be.nan  now  to  phiy  in  a 
pi'oper  channel.  Mr.  (lihanlt  and  party,  aceoni[)anie(l  by 
several  ji'entleinen  of  Post  Vincennes,  returned  to  Kas- 
kaskia,  about  the  first  of  August,  with  the  joyful  news. 

"During  his  absence  on  tliis  l)usiness,  which  caused  great 
anxiety  in  me  [foi-  without  tlie  possession  of  this  post  all 
our  views  would  have  been  blasted  j,  I  was  exceedingly 
engaged  in  regulating  things  in  the  Illinois.  The  reduction 
of  these  posts  was  tlie  pei-iod  of  the  enlistment  of  our  troo])s. 
I  v.as  at  a  great  loss  at  this  time  to  determine  how  to  act, 
and  how  far  I  might  venture  to  strain  my  authority. 

"3Iy  instructions  wcm'c  silent  on  many  important  points, 
as  it  v.'as  impossible  to  foresee  the  events  that  would  take 
place.  To  abandon  the  country,  and  all  the  prospects  that 
opened  to  our  view  in  the  Indian  department  at  this  time, 
for  the  want  of  inslrucition  in  certain  cases,  I  thought 
would  amount  to  a  reflection  on  government,  as  having  no 
confidence  in  me.  I  resolved  to  usurp  all  the  authority 
necessary  to  carry  my  points.  I  had  the  gi-eater  part  of 
our  [troops]  re-enlisted  on  a  different  establishment — 
commissioned  French  officers  in  the  country  to  command 
a  company  of  the  young  inhabitants — established  a  garri- 
son at  Cahokia  connnanded  by  Captain  Joseph  Bowman; 
and  another  at  Kaskaskia  commanded  by  Captain  John 
AVilliams.  Post  Vincennes  remained  in  the  situation  as 
mentioned. 

"Colonel  AVilliam  Linn,  who  had  accompanied  us  as  a 
volunteer,  took  charge  of  a  party  that  was  to  be  discharged 
on  their  arrival  at  the  Falls,  and  orders  were  sent  for  the 
removal    of   that   post   to   the   main   land.     Captain   John 
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Montgomery  was  despatelicd   to  (lovcniiiicul    with  letters. 
I  again  IuiiumI  my  attention  to  Post  Vineennes. 

"I  plainly  saw  that  it  would  be  highly  necessary  to  have 
an  American  officer  at  that  post.  Captain  Leonard  Helm 
appeared  calculated  to  answer  my  purpose;  he  was  past 
the  meridian  of  life,  and  a  good  deal  acquainted  with  the 
Indian  [disposition].  I  sent  him  to  command  at  that  post; 
and  also  appointed  him  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
department  of  the  "VVabash.  About  the  middle  of  Avigust 
he  set  out  to  take  possession  of  his  new  command. 

"An  Indian  chief  called  the  Tobacco's  Son,  a  Pianke- 
shaw,  at  this  time  resided  in  a  village  [of  Chip-kaw-kay, 
i.  e..  Brushwood]  adjoining  Post  Vineennes.  This  man 
was  called  by  the  Indians  "The  Grand  Door  to  the  Wa- 
bash ; ' '  and  as  nothing  of  consequence  was  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  league  on  the  Wabash,  without  his  assent,  I  discov- 
ered that  to  win  him  was  an  object  of  signal  importance. 
I  sent  him  a  spirited  compliment  by  Mr.  Gibault;  he  re- 
turned it! 

"I  now,  by  Captain  Helm,  touched  him  on  the  same 
spring  that  I  had  done  the  inhabitants,  and  sent  a  speech, 
with  a  belt  of  wampum :  directing  Captain  Helm  how  to 
manage,  if  the  chief  was  pacifically  inclined,  or  otherwise. 
The  captain  arrived  safe  at  Post  Vineennes,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations  of  the  people. 

"After  the  usual  ceremony  was  over  he  sent  for  the 
"Grand  Door,"  and  delivered  my  letter  to  him.  After  ha\- 
ing  it  read  he  informed  the  captain  that  he  was  happy  to  see 
him,  one  of  the  Big  Knife  Chiefs,*  in  this  town — it  was 
here  that  he  had  joined  the  English  against  him;  but  he 
confessed  that  he  always  thought  that  they  looked  gloomy; 
that  as  the  contents  of  the  letter  was  a  matter  of  great  mo- 

*  A  name  by  which  the  Virginians  were  early  known  to  the  sav- 
ages, because,  being  hunters  and  woodsmen,  they  carried  very  large 
knives.— H.  W.   B. 
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ment  he  could  not  give  an  ansAver  for  some  time— that  he 
must  collect  his  counsellors  on  the  subject;  and  was  in 
hopes  the  captain  would  be  patient.  In  short,  he  put  on 
all  the  courtly  dig'uity  that  he  was  master  of;  and  Captain 
Helm  following  his  example,  it  was  several  days  befoi-e  this 
business  was  liuished,  as  the  whole  proceeding  was  very 
ceremonious. 

"At  length  the  Captain  was  iuviled  to  the  Indiiiu  council, 
and  informed  by  the  Tobacco  that  they  had  maturely  con- 
sidered the  case  in  hand,  and  had  got  the  nature  of  the 
war  between  the  English  and  us  explained  to  their  satis- 
faction ;  that,  as  we  spoke  the  same  language  and  appeared 
to  be  the  same  people,  he  always  thought  that  he  was  in 
the  dark  as  to  the  truth  of  it ;  but  now  the  sky  was  cleared 
up :  that  he  found  that  the  Big  Knife  was  in  the  right — 
that  perhaps  if  the  English  conqu-ered  they  would  serve 
them  in  the  same  manner  that  they  intended  to  serve  us — 
that  his  ideas  were  quite  changed— and  that  he  would  tell 
all  the  red  people  on  the  Wabash  to  bloody  the  land  no 
more  for  the  English;  he  jumped  up,  struck  his  breast, 
called  himself  a  man  and  a  warrior,  said  that  he  was  now 
a  Big  Knife,  and  took  Captain  Helm  by  the  hand. 

"His  example  was  followed  by  all  present,  and  the  even- 
ing was  spent  in  merriment.  Thus  ended  this  valuable  ne- 
gotiation and  the  saving  of  much  blood.  In  a  short  time 
almost  the  whole  of  the  various  tribes  of  the  different  na- 
tions on  the  AVabash.  as  high  as  the  Ouiatenon,  came  to 
Post  Vincennes,  and  followed  the  example  of  the  Grand 
Door  Chief;  and  as  expresses  were  continually  passing  be- 
tween Captain  Helm  and  myself  the  whole  time  of  these 
treaties,  the  business  was  settled  perfectly  to  my  satisfac- 
tion and  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  public. 

"The  British  interest  daily  lost  ground  in  this  quartei'. 
and  in  a  short  time  our  influence  reached  the  Indians  on  the 
River  St.  Joseph,  and  the  border  of  Lake  Michigan. 

-14 
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"Tlic  l-'ii'tich  <i('iitleiii(jn,  at  the  (lirrccciit  posts  tliat  we 
now  had  ])()Ssession  of,  engaged  waimly  in  our  interest. 
They  appeai-ed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  pr-omoting  the 
business:  and  tliron^h  the  means  of  their  correspondonee, 
trading  among  llie  Indians,  aiul  otherwise,  in  a  slioti  lime 
the  Indians  and  various  tribes  inhabiting  the  region  of 
Illinois,  came  in  great  numbers  to  Cahokia,  in  order  to 
make  treaties  of  peace  with  us.  From  the  information 
they  generally  got  from  the  French  gentlemen  [whom  they 
implicitly  believed]  respecting  us,  they  were  truly  alarmed; 
and,  consequently,  w^e  Avere  visited  by  the  greater  part  of 
them,  without  any  invitation  from  us;  of  course  Ave  had 
greatly  the  advantage,  in  making  use  of  such  language  as 
suited  our  [interest]. 

"Those  treaties,  which  commenced  about  the  last  of  Aug- 
ust and  continued  between  three  and  four  weeks,  were 
probably  conducted  in  a  way  different  from  any  other 
knoAA'n  in  America  at  that  time.  I  had  been  always  con- 
vinced that  our  general  conduct  with  the  Indians  was 
wrong — that  inviting  them  to  treaties  was  considered  by 
them  in  a  different  manner  to  what  we  expected,  and  im- 
puted, by  them  to  fear — and  that  giving  them  great  pres- 
ents confirmed  it.  I  resolved  to  guard  against  this,  and  I 
took  good  pains  to  make  myself  acquainted  fully  with 
the  French  and  Spanish  methods  of  treating  Indians,  and 
with  the  manners,  genius,  and  disposition  of  the  Indian 
in  general. 

"As  in  this  quarter  the.y  had  not  yet  been  spoiled  by  us,  I 
was  resolved  that  they  should  not  be.  I  began  the  business 
fully  prepared,  having  copies  of  the  British  treaties." 

"At  the  first  great  council  wliieh  was  opened  at  Cahokia, 
an  Indian  chief  with  a  Belt  of  Peace  in  his  hand,  advanced 
to  the  table  at  which  Colonel  Clark  Avas  sitting;  another 
chief,  bearing  the  Sacred  Pipe  of  the  tribe,  Avent  forAvard 
to  Uic  table;  and  a  third  chief  then  advanced  Avith  fire  to 
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kindle  the  pipe.  Wlicti  tlie  pipe  was  liiililcil.  il  was  fitjcura- 
tively  presented  to  llie  lieavens.  then  1(»  llic  carlh,  and 
then  to  all  Ihe  ii-ood  spii'ils,  lo  witness  what  was  al)out  to 
be  done.  After  the  observance  of  these  forms,  the  pipe 
was  presented  to  dark,  and  afterwards  to  every  person 
present.  An  Indian  spcakci-  then  addi^'ssed  the  Indians 
as  follows:  "Warriors!  yon  oniiht  to  be  thankfnl  that 
the  Great  Spirit  has  taken  ])ity  on  you,  and  cleared  the 
sky,  and  opened  your  ears  and  hearts,  so  that  you  may  hear 
the  ti'uth.  AVe  have  hrm  (Icceived  by  bad  birds  tlyinp; 
thronyh  the  land;  but  we  will  take  up  the  bloody  hatchet 
no  more  against  the  Bi"'  Kniff:  and  we  hope  as  the  Great 
Spirit  has  bronght  ns  toiiether  for  "jood,  as  he  is  ^^ood, 
that  we  may  be  received  as  friends,  and  that  the  Belt  of 
Peace  may  take  the  place  of  the  Bloody  Belt." 

"I  informed  them,"  says  Clai-k,"  that  I  had  paid  atten- 
tion to  what  they  had  said  ;  and  that  on  the  next  day  I 
would  give  them  an  answer,  when  I  hoped  the  ears  and 
heai-ts  of  all  people  wonld  be  open  to  receive  the  truth 
which  should  be  spoken  without  deception.  I  advised  them 
to  keep  themselves  prepared  for  the  result  of  this  day, 
on  Avhich,  perhaps,  their  very  existence  as  a  nation  de- 
pended, &c.,  and  dismissed  them— not  suffering  any  of  our 
people  to  shake  hands  with  them,  as  peace  was  not  yet  con- 
cluded—telling them  it  was  time  enough  to  give  the  hand 
when  the  heart  could  be  given  also. 

"They  replied  that  'such  sentiments  wei'e  like  men  who 
had  but  one  heart,  and  did  not  speak  with  a  double  tongue.' 
The  next  day  I  delivered  them  the  following  speech: 

"i\Ien  and  wari'iors!  pay  attention  to  my  words:  You 
informed  me  yesterday,  that  the  Gi-eat  Spirit  had  brought 
us  together;  and  that  you  boi)ed,  as  be  was  good,  that  it 
would  he  for  good.  I  have  also  the  same  hope, and  expectthat 
each  party  will  strictly  adhere  to  whatever  inay  be  agi'eed 
upon -whether  it  be  peace  or  war— and  hencefoi-wai'd  prove 
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ourselves  worthy  oi'  the  atteutioii  of  the  IJreat  Spirit.  1 
am  a  inaii  and  a  warrior;  not  a  counsellor.  I  carry  war 
in  my  right  hand:  and  in  my  left,  peace.  I  am  sent  by 
the  Great  Council  of  the  iiig  Knife,  and  their  friends,  to 
take  possession  of  all  the  towns  possessed  by  the  English 
in  this  country;  and  to  walch  the  motions  of  the  Red 
People;  to  bloody  the  paths  oT  those  who  attempt  to  stop 
the  course  of  the  liver;  but  to  clear  the  roads  from  us  to 
those  who  desire  to  be  in  peace— that  the  women  and  chil- 
dren may  walk  in  them  without  meeting  anything  to  strike 
their  feet  against. 

"I  am  ordered  to  call  upon  the  Ureat  Fire  for  Warriors 
enough  to  darken  the  land,  and  that  the  Red  People  may 
hear  no  sound  but  of  birds  who  live  on  blood.  I  know 
there  is  a  mist  before  your  eyes.  I  will  dispel  the  clouds, 
that  you  nuiy  clearly  see  the  cause  of  the  war  between  the 
Big  Knife  and  the  English ;  then  you  may  judge  for  your- 
selves which  party  is  in  the  right ;  and  if  you  are  warriors, 
as  you  profess  to  be,  prove  it  by  adhering  faithfully  to 
the  party  which  you  shall  believe  to  be  entitled  to  your 
friendship ;  and  do  not  show  yourselves  to  be  squaws. 

"The  Big  Knives  are  very  much  like  the  Red  People; 
they  don 't  know  how  to  make  blankets,  and  powder,  and 
cloth.  They  buy  these  things  from  the  English,  from 
whom  they  sprung.  They  live  by  making  corn,  hunting, 
and  trade,  as  you  and  your  neighbors,  the  French,  do.  But 
the  Big  Knives  daily  getting  more  numerous,  like  the  trees 
in  the  woods,  the  land  became  poor,  and  hunting  scarce; 
and  having  but  little  to  trade  with,  the  women  began  to 
cry  at  seeing  their  children  naked,  and  tried  to  learn  how 
to  make  clothes  for  themselves.  They  soon  made  blankets 
for  their  husbands  and  children ;  and  the  men  learned  to 
make  guns  and  powder. 

"In  this  way  we  did  not  want  to  buy  so  much  from  the 
English.     Tlicy  then  go1  mad  |at]  us.  and  sent  strong  gar- 
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risoncs  through  our  country;  .is  you  see  they  have  done 
among  you  on  the  hikes,  and  among  tlie  Fi-ench.  They 
Avouhl  111)1  h'l  our  woiiirn  spin,  tior  our  men  make  powder, 
nor  let  us  trade  Avith  anybotly  else.  The  pjuglisli  said  we 
should  buy  everything  from  them;  and.  since  we  had  got 
saucy,  we  should  gi\c  Iwo  bucks  for  a  blanket,  which  we 
used  to  get  for  one;  we  should  do  as  they  pleased;  and 
they  killed  some  of  our  i)eo])le  to  make  tlie  rest  fear  them. 
This  is  the  truth,  and  the  I'cal  cause  of  the  war  between 
the  English  and  us,  which  did  not  tal\e  ])lace  for  some  time 
after  this  treatment. 

''But  our  women  became  cold  and  hungry,  and  con- 
tinued to  cry.  Our  young  men  got  lost  for  want  of  coun- 
sel to  put  them  in  the  right  path.  The  whole  land  was 
dark.  The  old  men  held  down  their  heads  foi-  shame;  be- 
cause they  could  not  see  the  sun;  and  thus  there  was 
mourning  for  many  years  over  the  land. 

"At  last  the  Great  Spirit  took  pity  on  us,  and  kindled 
a  Great  Council  Fire  that  never  goes  out,  at  a  ]ilace  called 
Philadelphia.  He  then  stuck  down  a  post,  and  put  a  war 
tomahawk  by  it,  and  went  away.  The  sun  immediately 
broke  out;  the  sky  was  blue  again;  and  the  old  men  held 
up  their  heads,  and  assembled  at  the  fire.  They  took  up 
the  hatchet — sharpened  it — and  put  it  into  the  hands  of 
our  young  men— ordering  them  to  strike  the  English  as 
long  as  they  could  find  one  on  this  side  of  the  great  wat- 
ers. The  young  men  inniiediately  struck  the  war  post,  and 
blood  was  shed. 

"In  this  way  the  war  began;  and  the  English  were  driven 
from  one  place  to  another  until  they  got  weak;  and  then 
they  hired  you  Red  People  to  fight  for  them;  the  Great 
Spirit  got  angry  at  this  and  caused  youi-  old  father,  the 
French  King,  and  other  great  nations  to  join  the  Big 
Knives,  and  fiiiht  with  Ihem  auainst  all  their  enemies. 
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"So  the  English  liave  beeom(>  liko  deer  in  the  woods;  and 
you  may  see  that  it  is  the  Greal  Spirit  that  has  caused  your 
waters  to  be  troubled,  because  you  have  fought  for  the 
people  !u'  was  mad  with.  If  your  women  and  children 
shouhl  now  cry,  you  must  blame  yourselves  for  it,  and 
not  the  Big  Knife. 

"You  can  now  judge  who  is  in  the  right.  I  have  already 
told  you  who  I  am.  Here  is  a  Bloody  Belt  and  a  White 
one;  take  which  you  please.  Behave  like  men;  and  don't 
let  your  being  suri'ounded  by  the  Big  Knives,  cause  you 
to  take  up  the  one  belt  with  yoni-  liaiids,  wliih'  your  heai'ts 
take  up  the  other. 

"If  you  take  the  bloody  path  you  shall  leave  the  town 
in  safety,  and  may  go  and  join  your  friends,  the  English. 
A¥e  will  then  try  like  warriors,  who  can  put  the  most 
stumbling  blocks  in  each  other's  way,  and  keep  our  eloihes 
longest  stained  with  blood.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
should  take  the  path  of  peace,  and  be  received  as  brothers 
to  the  Big  Knives  with  their  friends,  the  French,  should 
you  then  listen  to  ])ad  birds  that  may  be  flying  through  the 
land,  you  will  no  longer  deserve  to  be  counted  as  men ; 
but  as  creatures  with  two  tongues,  that  ought  to  be  de- 
stroyed without  listening  to  any  thing  you  might  say.  As 
I  am  convinced  you  never  heard  the  truth  before,  I  do  not 
v/ish  you  to  answer  before  3^ou  have  taken  time  to  counsel. 
"We  will,  therefore,  part  this  evening;  and  when  the  Great 
Spirit  shall  bi-ing  us  together  again,  let  us  speak  and  think 
like  men  Avith  but  one  heart  and  one  tongue." 

"The  next  day  after  this  Speech,  a  new  fire  was  kindled 
with  more  than  usual  ceremony;  an  Indian  Speaker  came 
forwai'd  and  said,  'They  ought  to  lie  thankful  that  the 
Great  Spirit  had  taken  pity  on  them,  and  opened  their  ears 
and  their  hearts  to  receive  the  truth.     He  had  paid  great 
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attention  to  wliat  the  (ireat  Sj)irit  liad  put   into  my  heart 
to  say  to  them. 

"Tliey  ])elieve(l  ihc  wluilc  to  he  tlir  ti-iitli;  as  the  Jiij,' 
Knives  did  not  speak  like  any  other  people  they  had  ever 
heard.  'I'hey  now  saw  they  had  been  deceived,  and  that 
the  KiiLilish  luul  tohl  them  lies,  and  that  I  had  told  them 
the  truth— just  as  some  of  their  old  mrti  had  always  told 
the}n.  They  now  believed  that  we  were  in  the  right;  and 
as  the  English  had  foils  in  their  country,  they  might,  if 
they  got  strong  enongh,  want  to  serve  the  Red  People  as 
they  haii  treated  the  Big  Knives. 

•'The  Ked  People  ought  therefore,  to  help  ns;  and  they 
had  with  a  cheerful  heart  taken  np  the  Belt  of  Peace,  and 
spurned  that  of  war.  They  were  dctei'mined  to  hold  the 
former  fast;  and  would  have  uo  doubt  of  our  fi'iendship, 
from  the  manner  of  our  speaking— so  different  from  that 
of  the  English.  They  would  now  call  in  their  warriors, 
and  throw  the  tomahawk  into  the  river,  where  it  could 
never  be  found.  They  would  suffer  no  more  bad  birds  to 
fly  through  the  land,  disquieting  the  women  and  children. 
They  Avould  be  careful  to  smooth  the  roads  for  their  broth- 
ers, the  Big  Knives,  whenever  they  might  wish  to  come 
and  see  them.  Their  friends  should  hear  of  the  good  talk 
I  had  given  them;  and  they  hoped  I  Avould  send  chiefs 
among  them,  with  my  eyes,  to  see  myself  that  they  were 
men  and  strictly  adhered  to  all  they  had  said  at  this  great 
fire,  which  the  Great  Spirit  had  kindled  at  Cahokia,  for  the 
good  of  all  people  who  Avould  attend  it." 

"The  sacred  pipe  was  again  kindled,  and  presented,  fig- 
uratively, to  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  to  all  the  Good 
Spirits  as  witness  of  Avhat  had  Ixhmi  done.  The  Indians  and 
the  white  men  then  closed  the  council,  hy  smoking  the  pipe, 
and  shaking  hands.  AVith  no  material  variation,  either  of 
the  forms  that  were  obsei'ved,  or  of  the  speeches  that  were 
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made  at  this  council,  Colonel  Clark  and  his  officers,  con- 
cluded treaties  of  peace  with  the  Piankeshaws,  Ouiatenons, 
Kickapoos,  Illinois,  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  and  branches 
of  some  other  tribes  that  inhabited  the  country  between 
Lake  Michigan  and  the  River  Mississippi."* 

Governor  Henry  soon  received  intelligence  of  the  suc- 
cessful progress  of  the  expedition  under  the  command  of 
Clark.  The  French  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Kaskaskia, 
Cah()ki;i,  and  Post  Vincennes,  having  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  in  October,  1778,  passed  an  act  which  con- 
tained the  following  provisions,  viz. : 

"All  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  who 
ai"e  already  settled  or  shall  hereafter  settle  on  the  western 
side  of  the  Ohio,  shall  be  included  in  a  distinct  county, 
which  shall  be  called  Illinois  County :  and  the  Governor 
of  this  commonwealth,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  may 
appoint  a  county  lieutenant  or  commander-in-chief  in 
that  county,  during  pleasure,  who  shall  appoint  and  com- 
mission so  many  deputy  commandants,  militia  officers,  and 
coimnissaries,  as  he  shall  think  proper  in  the  different  dis- 
tricts, during  pleasure ;  all  of  whom,  before  they  enter 
into  office,  shall  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  this  common- 
wealth, and  the  oath  of  office,  according  to  the  form  of  their 
own  religion. 

"And  all  civil  officers  to  which  the  inhabitants  have  been 
accustomed,  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  shall  be  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  in  their  respective  districts,  to  be 
convened  for  that  purpose,  by  the  county  lieutenant  or  com- 
mandant, or  his  deputy,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the 
said  county  lieutenant  or  eonnnandant-in-chief. " 

Before  the  provisions  (vf  this  law  wore  carried  into  effect, 
Henry  Hamilton,  the  Bi-itish  Lieutenant  Governor  of  De- 

»  Dillon. 
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troit,  collected  an  amiy  eonsistiriG:  of  about  thirty  regulars, 
fifty  French  volunteers,  and  four  hundi'cd  Indians.  With 
this  force  he  passed  down  the  Ixiver  Wabash,  and  took 
possession  of  Post  Vincennes  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1778.  No  attempt  Avas  made  by  the  population  to  defend 
the  town.  Captain  Helm*  was  taken  and  detained  as  a 
prisoner,  and  a  luimbei'  of  ihe  French  inhabitants  were 
disarmed. 


*  By  Dillon.  The  following  anecdote  is  related  in  Butler's  History 
of  Kentucky,  p.  30:  "When  Governor  Hamilton  entered  Vincennes 
there  were  but  two  Americans  there,  Capt.  Helm,  the  commandant, 
and  one  Henry.  The  latter  had  a  cannon  well  charged  and  placed  in 
thi;  open  fort  gate,  while  Helm  stood  by  it  with  a  lighted  match  in 
his  hand.  When  Hamilton  and  his  troops  got  within  hailing  distance, 
the  American  officer  in  a  loud  voice  cried  out,  'Halt..'  This  stopped 
the  movements  of  Hamilton,  who,  in  reply,  demanded  a  surrender 
of  the  garrison.  Helm  exclaimed,  with  an  oath,  'No  man  shall  enter 
until  I  know  the  terms.'  Hamilton  answered,  'You  shall  have  the 
honors  of  war,'  and  then  the  fort  was  surrendered  with  its  garrison  of 
one   officer  and  one  private." 
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BY   THE   EDITOR. 

The  following  seems  to  be  the  last  official  letter  of  Sir 
Henry  Hamilton  while  on  his  way  from  Detroit  with  a 
railitar\'  force  to  recover  Vincennes  from  the  rule  of  Gen- 
eral Clark.  It  is  written  Dec.  4.  1778,  from  Oniattanon 
[Wea-ta-non]. 

By  another  document  from  the  llaldimand  collection  fur- 
ther on  herein,  this  so-called  Fort  stood  ''70  yards"  from 
the  westerly  bank  of  the  Wabash,  and  some  18  miles  below 
Die  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  River,  which  would  place  it 
six  or  seven  miles  below,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
from  La  Fayette,  Indiana. 

It  was  not  a  fort  in  the  sense  we  use  that  word,  but  a 
French  phrase,  often,  as  here,  applied  to  a  trade-house 
inclosed  by  a  palisade.  It  was  a  custom  to  assign  such 
places  to  favorites,  or  as  a  reward  for  good  service  to  French 
military  officers,  with  whom  the  trade  of  the  neighboring 
savages  was  a  prized  monopoly.  For  this  privilege  they 
w^ere  to  make  and  keep  the  good  will  of  the  natives.  In 
case  a  defection  of  either  was  feared  a  few  soldiers  were 
sometimes  added  to  dignify  the  claim,  and  keep  "the  Eng- 
lish" colonial  venturers  at  a  distance. 

For  lack  of  better  and  fuller  data  as  to  such  quasi  politi- 
cal posts  the  Editor  here  was  misled,  and,  drawing  from 
the  material  then  at  hand,  in  a  volume  he  published  in 
1879,  echoed  the  old  historic  fiction  of  a  "chain  of  forts," 
by  way  of  the  ]\Taumee  and  Wabash,  that  "connected" 
the  French  province  of  Canada  with  that  of  T^ouisiana. 

The  new  matter  found  and  given  out  by  the  Editor  here 
in  the  \\()rl\  referred  to,  was  freelv  used  by  later  authors 


CLARK'S  CONQUEST  OF  TllK  ILLINOIS  l2  1  7 

without  giving  crcnlit  to  llic  source.  Tlu'y  also  copied  the 
writers'  en-ors  witlioiil  notice.  With  tlio  "brief"  of  a 
painstaking  hiwycr  in  liiind,  one  iiuiy  tlii-ow  the  argument 
aside,  easily  (lut)te  the  authorities  cited  as  the  result  of  his 
own  research,  with  little  risk  of  a  charge  of  plagiarism. 

The  Ouiatenon  "stockade"  has  h)ng  posed  in  western 
history  as  a  "Fort."  We  K't  some  of  those  who  were  bet- 
ter informed  desci-il)e  it  and  lell  why  it  was  l)uilt  and 
retained. 

George  Croghan.  a  veteran  ti'ader  of  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, taken  in  June,  1765,  to  this  so-called  Fort  Ouiatenon 
says  "This  post  has  always  been  a  very  considerable  ti'ad- 
ing  place.  The  great  plenty  of  furs  taken  in  this  country 
induced  the  French  to  establish  it,  which  was  the  lii'st  on 
the  Oubache  [Wa])ash]  and  by  a  very  advantageous  trade 
they  have  been  very  richly  repaid  for  their  labour." 

W^hile  on  his  way  from  Pittsburgh  to  Fort  Chartres  of 
the  Illinois  as  the  agent  of  Great  Britain,  to  reconcile  the 
Indians  to  allow  it  to  occupy  that  military  work  and  coun- 
try, then  but  lately  given  up  by  France,  Croghan  was 
captured  on  the  lower  Ohio  near  Shawneetown  by  a  war 
party  of  young  Kickapoos  who  carried  him  to  their  town 
of  Mat-o-eush  some  six  miles  below  Post  Ouiatenon.  And 
from  thence  on  June  23,  1765,  up  to  the  latter  j^lace. 

He  adds  that  on  his  arrival  there,  ' '  several  of  the  Ouiate- 
nons  [Weas  of  the  Town  across  the  river]  with  whom  I 
had  been  formerly  acfpuiinted  came  to  visit  me  and  seemed 
greatly  concerned  at  what  had  happened,"  etc.  "They 
[also]  said  that  the  French  [of  the  place,  well  advised  of 
the  purpose  of  his  mission]  had  spirited  up  this  [war] 
party  to  go  and  strike  us."  At  this  time  he  says  "About 
fourteen  French  families  were  living  in  the  fort."*  Cro- 
ghan was  for  many  years  an  inveterate  poacher  on  the 

*  His  daily  "Journal"   of  this  mission. 
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beaver  warrens  of  tlie  Frem-li  in  this  quarter.  Hence  they 
liad  no  liking  for  him.  We  leave  it  to  Sir  Henry  Hamilton, 
iu  his  letter,  -which  follows  here,  to  describe  the  place  and 
its  mixed  French  and  Indian  habitants,  as  they  appeared 
to  him  thirteen  years  later. 

On  its  other  side  the  AVal)ash  skirts  the  AVea  prairie  sev- 
eral miles.  Along  this  margin  were  as  many  Wea  Indian 
villages  or  lesser  groups  of  lodges.  The  one  lowest  down 
was  opposite  the  present  town  of  Independence,  in  War- 
ren County,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Kickapoo  village  of  Mat- 
o-cush  above  referred  to.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  plains, 
"at  the  head  of  the  bluff"  [or  abrupt  hill]  near  the  mouth 
of  Wea  creek,  was  the  historic  Wea-lNIi-ami  town  of  Ouiate- 
non. 

In  his  reminiscence  as  a  pioneer  settler  and  school  teacher 
of  this  section,  the  late  Sanford  Cox,  in  his  little  volume, 
says  "his  father's  farm  was  on  [a  part  of]  the  ground 
once  covered  with  this  Indian  town.  Here  "the  blades 
of  butcher  knives,  tomahawks,  brass  kettles,  gun-barrels," 
etc.,  were  found;  that  he  himself  had  "found  as  high  as 
six  or  eight  Indian  knives  in  an  hour's  search,  soon  after 
they  moved  on  the  farm ;  and  that  after  the  rust  was  taken 
ofl'.  the  knives  proved  of  excellent  metal,  having  lost  none 
of  their  temper  by  long  exposure  to  the  prairie  fires  and 
weather. ' ' 

Over  this  ground,  so  numerous  "were  Indian  beads  that 
may  have  graced  the  neck  of  some  Indian  queen  or  maids 
of  honor,"  that  the  "grooving  weeds,  or  blades  of  grass 
shooting  up  through  the  eye"  of  these  gems  bore  many  of 
them  "higher  and  higher"  to  glitter  in  the  sun.  No  wonder 
that  the  writer's  "little  sister  and  a  neighbor  girl"  each 
with  such  tufts  in  their  hands,  came  running  into  the  cabin 
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to  exclaim,   "aiiiM    tliis  a  rich   eoiiiil  r_\'.    where  'even   tlie 
grass  and  weeds  <;i'(i\v  heads?"*' 

In  the  absence  of  oilier  priitil'  dilTi'i-ciitly,  it  jiiay  be  well 
assumed  that  it  was  "the  Bhitif  [near  and]  below  the  month 
of  the  VVea/'  referred  to  by  Cox  and  was  the  same  high 
hill"  whereon  tiie  still  more  ancient  "fort"  and  "village" 
of  "Ouiatenon"  was  "siiualed."  as  described  in  the  French 
Memoir  of  1718.  The  outlook  here  fills  that  early  descrip- 
tion as  no  other  point  of  view  could  have  done.  "  From  the 
summit  of  this  elevation,"  says  the  Memoir,  nothing  is  visi- 
ble to  the  eye  but  [the  AVea]  prairies"  [westei-ly  down  the 
river  and  more  south  towards  Crawfordsville]  "full  of 
buffaloes. ' ' 

We  now  proceed  with  Hamilton's  letter. — H.  W.  B. 

*  Cox's   "Early  Settlement  of  the  W^abash  Valley."     Gen.   Scott  and 
Wilkinson's  accounts  of  their  expeditions  against  these  towns  in  1791. 
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CANADIAN  AKCIIiVES. 
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II.M.DiMAND  Collection 

Page   228. 

[Hamilton  to  Haldimand.] 

OuiATTANON,  Dec.  4th,  1778. 
Sir: 

Since  my  leaving  Detroit  I  have  been  joined  on  the  way 
by  savages  from  difi'erent  quarters,  the  Ottawas  of  the 
Grande  Glaise  [The  An  Glaize  River  tliat  joins  the  Maumee 
at  Defiance,  Ohio],  the  Poutawattamis  of  St.  Joseph  [of 
Lake  Michigan],  the  IMiamis  of  Riviere  a  1'  anguille  [Eel 
River.]  |The  village  of  these  Eel  River  Miamis  was  some 
six  miles  above  the  junction  of  the  stream  with  the  Wabash 
at  Logansport,  Indiana],  the  Poutawattamies  Thipicano 
[The  "Tippi-con"  Miamis  of  the  Tippecanoe  River],  the 
Ouiattanons,  and  lastly  the  Quiquapoos  [the  Kickapoos]. 
Their  number  is  small,  not  amounting  to  200,  but  I  should 
be  sorry  to  have  the  number  increased  as  the  expense  of 
provision  must  be  considerable  and  this  wretched  place 
little  capable  of  furnishing  a  supply. 

We  are  told  they  are  in  a  miserable  condition  at  Post 
Vincennes  for  want  of  provisions,  their  last  year's  crop 
having  sprouted  on  the  ground,  they  have  sent  to  the  Illinois 
for  seed  grain. 

The  savages  are  on  good  terms  with  each  other,  which 
is  expressed  at  their  meetings— the  account  of  the  strength 
of  the  Rebels  varies  so  much,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  foi'm 
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a  judi^iiieiit  oi'  iL  1  tlu  iu)l,  however,  believe,  it  to  he  such 
as  we  have  the  least  cause  to  dread. 

Yesterday  eveiiiiiu'  some  jx'ople  from  Deti'oit  joined  us. 
By  a  letter  from  tlieuee,  1  h'arn  that  iNIi-.  [John]  ^laeomh, 
a  merchant  of  tlial  phiee,  has  forwarded  some  Indian  i^oods 
to  the  Miamis  [the  "Miamis"  viUage  "Ke-ki-oiig-g'ay,"  says 
CrophaiL  tlic  Ir.-uh'r.  was  on  l)oth  sides  of  the  River  St. 
Joseph's  about  a  (punier  of  a  mile  above  where  it  falls  into 
the  Maumee,  on  the  east  side  of  wliieh  stands  a  stockade 
fort,  somewhat  ruinous"]  aijreeable  to  my  directions— not- 
withstanding^ any  orders  that  may  have  been  given  for 
the  furtherance  of  his  inereluindise  from  Deer  Island,  he 
has  fifty  batteaux  loads  at  that  place. 

I  take  the  lil)erty  of  mentioning  this,  as  the  supplying 
all  the  Indians  within  my  reach,  must  now  depend  gi'eatly 
on  the  speedy  arrival  of  goods  at  Detroit  early  in  the 
spring.  AVe  are  nearly  exhausted  at  present,  though  we  do 
our  best  to  content  them  at  little  expense.  Arms  in  parti- 
cular there  is  a  great  demand  for. 

By  what  I  can  learn,  if  there  be  any  fort  at  the  Falls 
of  the  Ohio  [at  Louisville,  Kentucky]  it  is  very  insignificant 
in  its  present  state,  but  if  it  may  present,  I  shall  be 
better  acquainted  with  it. 

The  Fort  [as  it  is  called]  at  this  place  [Ouiatenon]  is 
a  miserable  stockade  surrounding  a  dozen  of  miserable 
cabins,  called  houses.  The  Indians  hereabout  are  numer- 
ous, there  appear  OG  of  their  cabins,  which  allowing  five 
men  to  a  house  makes  the  number  480. 

The  French  settlers  are  few  and  as  ineonsideralile  as 
debauchery  and  idleness  can  make  them.  As  to  their  at- 
tachments it  is  difficult  to  pronounce— interest  I  l)elieve  is 
the  grand  monarch  with  them— however,  I  have  formally 
administered  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  His  Britannic  Majesty 
and  left  in  the  care  of  one  honest  man.  the  St.  George's 
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Flag  to  be  hoisted  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  giving  the 
Indians  to  understand  it  was  a  signal  of  His  Majesty 
having  resumed  his  i-ights  and  again  taking  them  under 
liis  protection. 

I  tore  in  full  council  the  grant  [or  rather  deed  of  sale] 
of  the  Peankashaws  telling  the  assistants  that  busyness  had 
been  transacted  contrary  to  the  express  orders  of  the  King 
and  without  the  consent  of  the  priiicii)al  chief  concerned — 
that  they  were  now  to  (consider  these  lands  as  restored  to 
them  by  order  of  His  jNlajesty. 

[The  Pyankeshaws  of  Vincennes,  with  those  of  their 
U]>pei'  tribe  on  the  Vermilion  lliver  by  deed  of  August  — , 
177"),  granted  a  body  of  land  forty  leagues  wide  on  the  east 
side,  by  a  width  of  thirty  leagues  on  the  west  side  of  th<3 
Wabash,  to  John  iMurray,  4th  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor 
of  Virginia  at  the  time — he  is  named  in  the  grant  as  the 
honorable  "Augustus,  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia" — "William  and  Daniel  Murray" — 
kinsmen — "his  son  John  Murray,  merchants  in  the  Illinois 
country,"  and  a  number  of  other  associates  of  London, 
Baltimore,  Annapolis,  Philadelphia  and  Quebec. 

The  grant  "began  at  the  mouth  of  Cat  River  tifty-two 
leagues  above  Post  Vincennes,  thence  down  to  the  place 
called  Point  Coupe  [the  "cut  off"]  about  twelve  leagues 
above  Post  Vincennes,"  and  begins  again  at  the  mouth  of 
White  River  and  continues  then  on  down  both  sides  of  the 
meanders  of  the  Wabash  to  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio. 

The  deed  was  drawn  by  the  Pyankeshaw  chiefs,  and  ac- 
knowledged all  in  due  English  form,  and  must  have  con- 
veyed a  vast  acreage  in  Indiana  and  Illinois.  It  was  ignored 
by  the  British  commandant  at  h^rt  Chartres  and  later, 
by  the  United  States,  as  it  was  by  Lieut.  Governor  Hamil- 
ton, above,  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain.— H.  W.  B.] 

As  to  Mr.  Celoron  I  have  made  all  enquiries  in  my 
po\v(M',  but  can  find   no  excuse  foi-  his  extraordinary  con- 
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duct — unless  liis  lioiiiy  deserted  by  eoinmon  sense  and  com- 
mon courage  can  plead  his  cause,  lie  might  have  stayed 
in  perfect  security  a  few  leagues  I'rdiii  this  phicc  wlicrc  he 
might  have  found  that  liis  l'c;iis  wrrc  ciitii'i'ly  grouudh-ss, 
and  that  he  had  tied  troiii  a  shathiw. 

IMr.  Le  (ii-as,  a  French  tradei-  [of  \"ine(>ini<'s|  has  ac- 
cepted a  major's  commission  from  the  Kebcl  Oi'liccr  com- 
manding at  the  Illinois. 

[General  Clark's  account  of  this  affaii-  is  that  .Monsieur 
de  Celoron,  a  British  Indian  agent  of  the  Wea  section  of 
the  Wabash,  is  that  the  former  "hurt  our  growing  interest 
so  much"  that  "I  resolved,  if  possible,  to  take  him  off." 
Accordingly  "I  sent  a  detachment  of  men  fi-om  Kaskaskia 
under  Lieutenant  [John]  Bailey  to  join  Captain  [Leonard] 
Helm  at  St.  Vincent  to  surprise  him  [Celoron].  The  Cap- 
tain with  about  one  hundred  men,  part  French  Militia  and 
Indians  set  out  [up  the  Wabash]  by  water." 

"The  agent,  hearing  of  it,  collected  a  few  savages  from 
the  neighborhood  that  he  could  trust,  to  give  battle;  but 
a  few  days  before  Helm's  arrival  Mv.  Celoron  thought  best 
to  make  his  escape  [in  the  night],  leaving  his  friendly 
Indians  in  the  fort  [Ouiatenon]  who,  being  in  a  grand 
council,  to  determine  what  was  best  to  be  done,  neglected 
to  shut  the  gate,  or  keep  sentinels — not  supposing  an 
enemy  so  near. 

While  in  the  height  of  their  deliberation  Captain  Helm, 
Bailey  and  his  small  i)arty  entered  the  Fort  before  they 
were  apprised,  and  oi'dered  them  to  surrendei".  about  forty 
in  number  being  made  prisoners.  The  captain  made  a  val- 
uable treaty  and  gave  them  their  liberty.  This  sti-oke  com- 
pleted our  interest  on  the  Wabash."*] 

A  letter  from  IMr.  Gray,  the  deputy  sheriff  at  Montreal, 
acquaints  me  that  some  legal  process  has  been  commenced 

«  Gen.   Clark  in   letter  to  George   Mason   of  Nov.   19,   1779.— II.    W.    B. 

-15 
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against  Mr.  Dejeaii  foi-  ae'ting  imdei-  my  clii'cd  imi  in  re- 
gard to  ci-iiniiial  matters.  I  beg  leave  to  recoiiimcMd  him 
to  your  Excellency's  protection  as  a  man  who  has  created 
enemies  by  doing  his  duty,  and  who  has  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  fall  from  good  circumstances  into  indigence. 

I  hope  I  shall  alone  be  responsible  for  any  malversation 
of  his,  as  he  has  only  acted  by  my  order,  and  I  have  had 
reason  to.  be  satisfied  with  his  behavior  as  an  honest  man 
and  loyal  subject. 

Should  any  complaints  against  myself  be  lodged  judicial- 
ly, I  am  perfectly  at  ease,  persuaded  your  Excellency  will 
allow  me  to  vindicate  my  conduct  without  encountering 
Ihe  Chicane  of  the  Ijaw. 

"\¥e  are  much  at  a  loss  for  certain  intelligence  respecting 
a  war  with  foreign  Powers.  Your  Excellency's  orders  and 
Instructions  will  be  waited  for  impatiently,  as  by  them  I 
shall  regulate  my  proceedings  in  this  country. 

From  what  I  can  at  present  judge  it  will  be  practicable 
to  establish  a  post  and  build  a  fort  in  any  part  of  the 
Indian  country  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  the 
Ohio,  but  for  this,  aids  of  men  and  merchandise  will  be 
necessary  to  support  what  may  be  undertaken  and  to  keep 
up  the  good  disposition  of  the  Indians. 

Those  of  this  nation  [the  Weas]  have  promised  to  raise 
all  their  warriors  next  spring,  and  to  spread  themselves  in 
all  directions  on  the  frontiers.  I  have  recommended  to 
them  the  example  of  the  Lake  Indians  for  courage  and 
humanity. 

1  canjiot  pretend  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  the 
steps  I  shall  take  after  my  leaving  this  place,  which  will 
be  in  a  few  hours  hence— the  i-igor  of  the  season,  which 
has  in  some  places  frozen  the  river  quite  across,  the  delays 
occasioned  by  the  repaii-s  necessary  for  one  craft,  and  the 
usual  tardiness  of  the  Indians  who  being  in  ]Main  Spring, 
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must  be  attended  lo,  all  conspired  Id  tlir  L'llidiisticss  of  the 
journey.     The  liealth  and  good  Iciupcr  of  all   the  various 
colors  and  i-liaracters  that  comprise  my  little  band,  give 
me  encouragc'iiH'nl   Id  Inipc  ihc  best. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir. 

Your  Kxeellency's  most  devoted  and  most  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

ITenky  Hamilton. 
Endorsed:     Detroit  No.  24—1779. 
From  Lt.  Gov.  Hamilton, 

Dated  at  Ouiattanon  4lh  Dec,  1778. 
Rcc'd  lOtli  March. 
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Canadlxn  Archives,  Series  B,  \'()1,.  122.  P.  250. 
[*IIel]m  to  Clark.] 

Dr.  Sir— At  this  time  there  is  nn  army  within  three  miles 
of  this  phiee.  I  heard  of  theii-  com  in  several  days  before- 
hand, I  sent  spies  to  find  the  cciLiiiily.  Ihc  spies  being  taken 
prisoners,  I  never  g-ot  intelligenee  till  tlicy  i^dt  within  3  miles 
of  the  town,  as  I  had  called  the  militia  &  had  all  assurance 
of  their  integrity  I  ordered,  at  the  fireing  of  a  Cannon,  every 
man  to  appear,  l)iit  I  saw  but  few.  Capt.  Buseron  behaved 
much  to  his  honour  &  credit  but  I  doubt  the  certaint  of  a 
certain  gent.  Excuse  haste  as  the  army  is  in  sight.  INIy 
determination  is  to  defend  the  Garrison  though  I  have  but 
21  men  but  wli't  has  lef  me.  I  referr  you  to  IMr.  Wm.  for 
the  test.  The  army  is  in  three  hundred  y'd  of  village.  You 
must  think  how  I  feel,  not  four  men  that  I  can  really  depend 
on,  but  am  determined  to  act  brave;  thiiik  of  my  condition 
I  know  its  out  of  my  power  to  defend  the. town  as  not  one  of 
the  mili1i;i  will  take  arms  thoug  befotc  sight  of  the  army 
no  bi'aver  men  than.     Their  is  a  tiag  at  a  small  distance. 

I  must  conclud 

Yr  humble  servt 

Le'od  Helm. 
Must  stop. 

To  Col.  Clark. 

Copy  of  Capt.  Helm's  letter  commanding  for  the  rebells 
at  Posi  Vincennes.  Enclosed  in  Lt.  Gov.  Hamilton's  of 
18th  Decemb(>r.  |  The  original  spelling  of  the  letter  of 
Helm  is  fol lowed. -H.  AV.  B.] 

*  Capt.  Holm  was  not  aware  of  the  approach  of  the  British  troops 
until  the.v  hart  gotten  ciuite  near  Vincennes.  >Te  then  wrote  to  Clark 
artvising  him  of  the  fact.  The  "express"  who  carried  the  letter  was 
killed,  the  letter  taken  and  sent  to  Detroit.  It  is  a  part  of  the  Cana- 
dian archii-f'S.     A  copy  of  it  is  given  above. — H.   W.  B. 


CLARK'S  CONQUEST  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  227 


Caxapiw   Aiv(Iiivi;s.  Si'.kii-.s  I>.  \'()i..   1"_*2.   W  'I'.l'). 
[  Ham  II. TON  'I'o  1IAL^I.^L^ND.  I 

St.  Vincennes,  Dec.  18,  1778. 

Sir— I  had  the  honoi-  in  my  last  letter  of  aequaintinp: 
j-our  ExceHency  witli  my  ari-ival  at  Oniattaiion,  and  pi'o- 
ceedings  at  thai  i)la('t',  since  wiieii  nothing  very  material 
happened  till  the  15th  of  Decemher,  when  a  reconnoitering 
party  fi-oiii  (uii-  eamp  seized  a  Lieutenant  and  thi-ee  men 
sent  up  by  the  eounnandant  at  St.  Vincennes  with  written 
instructions  to  watch  for  the  English  and  to  hasten  hack 
with  his  intelligence.  The  officer  acquitted  himself  but 
poorly,  having  taken  so  little  precaution  as  to  be  surprised 
himself. 

He  was  furnishetl  with  two  commissions,  one  from  Lt. 
Gov.  Abbott,  the  other  from  the  Commandant  for  the  Con- 
gress. He  showed  no  apprehension  of  being  hanged  on  the 
next  tree,  which  he  certainly  deserved,  and  observing  the 
savages  offer 'd  him  no  violence,  he  w^as  presently  quite  at 
his  ease.  From  these  men  I  learned  that  the  connuandant 
had  permitted  almost  all  his  people  to  return  to  their  homes 
and  depended  on  the  French  militia,  who  had  all  taken  an 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  States. 

The  16th  I  S(Mit  off  two  parties  of  Indians  with  each  an 
Indian  oi^cer,  with  instructions  to  lye  on  the  roads,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  river,  to  intercept  any  intelligence  of 
our  arrival  that  might  be  sent  to  the  Ilinois  or  the  Falls  of 
Ohio.  They  had  ordei-s  to  keep  their  stations  till  they 
should  discover  the  English  Flag  tlying  on  the  Fort.  At 
the  same  time.  ^NFr.  Hay,  appointed  to  act  as  Majoi*  to  the  De- 
ti'oit  ]\lilitia.  was  detached  with  Captain  LaMothes'  Com- 
pany of  Volunteers.  Lieut.  l)u  Yernet  of  the  Royal  Artillery 
with  the  six  Pounder  and  tlic  Detachment   i)f  the  King's 
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regiment.  He  had  willi  him  the  liilcipreters  and  some 
Chiefs  of  the  different  nations,  had  our  wliole  force  moved 
forward  together  it  would  probably  have  been  impossible 
to  have  restrained  the  savages  from  destroying  the  settle- 
ment. As  it  was,  the  young  men  took  alarm  that  they 
should  have  no  share  in  the  busyness  and  threw  themselves 
hastily  into  their  canoes  to  follow.  They  were,  however, 
prevailed  on  to  return.  A  placart  was  sent  to  the  inhabi- 
tants cautioning  them  to  avoid  acting  on  the  offensive,  as 
the  conse(iuence  must  be  fatal  to  theuL  IMajor  Hay  had 
orders  to  secure  if  possible  the  craft  lying  before  the  place, 
by  sending  a  party  in  the  night  in  boats  to  pass  the  tOAvn 
and  stop  any  people  who  should  attempt  to  escape  by  water. 
If  [as  I  expected]  there  was  not  any  resistance  made  and 
that  he  found  the  report  of  the  prisoners  to  be  true,  he  was 
t<.>  order  the  St.  George's  Ensigii  to  be  hoisted  at  the  Fort  as 
a  signal  for  our  out  parties  to  join.  He  was  likewise  em- 
powered to  receive  submission  of  the  French  inhabitants 
wdio  should  lay  down  their  arms.  Should  he  find  that  rein- 
forcements had  joined  the  Rebels  he  was  to  take  post  to  the 
best  advantage,  send  oft'  express  to  me  and  wait  my  arrival. 
Having  taken  these  precautions  on  the  17th,  I  fell  down  the 
river  from  the  distance  of  seven  leagues.  It  snowed  and 
blew  fresh  from  daybreak  till  one  o'clock,  when,  to  my 
surprize,  I  perceived  the  Rebel  Flag  still  flying  at  the  Fort 
I  concluded  they  had  been  reinforced  and  was  confirmed  in 
that  belief  when  I  found  Lieut.  Schieffelin  with  all  our  boats 
lying  in  a  little  cove  a  mile  above  the  town.  The  men 
[however  half  frozen]  were  in  good  spirits.  I  ordered  Cap- 
tains Maisonville  and  McLeod  to  land  their  men,  and  leav- 
ing one  man  to  each  boat  as  a  guard,  marched  slowly 
towards  the  place,  ordering  a  flanking  party,  as  the  brush- 
wood was  thick  on  our  left.  When  we  came  in  sight  of  the 
Town,  I  posted  centries  and  halted  the  men.  A  messenger 
now  came  to  me  from  INIajor  Hay  desiring  I  might  send  him 
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the  St.  Gcoi\2:es  Flai;',  that  liis  nicii  were  advaiita^vously 
posted  and  tlie  .mm  nioiintcd.  1  ordered  the  Flag  to  be  car- 
ried and  went  to  join  lihu.  wliere  I  found  his  men  drawn 
up  and  the  French  militia  bringing  in  their  arms.  ]\Iajor 
Hay  told  me  the  Commandant  was  deserted  liy  these  he 
had  i-eposed  confidence  in,  and  did  not  mean  to  hold  out, 
but  that  he  would  not  strike  his  colors  till  he  knew  wliat 
terms  he  was  to  have.  The  six  pounder  being  ready,  I 
ordered  Lieut.  Du  Vernet  to  proceed  with  it  towards  the 
Fort,  six  men  with  a  Sergeant  of  the  King's  Reghnent 
marching  before  witli  lixed  bayonetts,  followed  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Detachment  of  the  Volunteers  and  Militia, 
under  Major  Ilay. 

As  1  approached  the  Gate  of  the  Fort  I  sent  a  person  ini'- 
ward  to  summons  the  commanding  ofiticer  to  deliver  his  Fort 
up.  He  desired  by  a  written  paper  to  know  who  nuide 
the  demand.  I  sent  for  answer  vcrhaUy,  the  King's  lieu- 
tenant Governor  from  Detroit,  and  advanced  to  the  wickett. 
He  came  himself  [for  indeed  he  was  almost  alone]  and 
asked  what  terms  he  should  have,  he  was  answered,  humane 
treatment  for  himself,  that  no  other  terms  would  be  men- 
tioned. He  then  admitted  me,  and  I  instantly  posted  sen- 
tries at  the  gate  to  keep  out  the  savages,  but  while  I  attend- 
ed to  this  some  of  them  got  in  at  two  gun  ports  which  had 
not  been  secured.  I  called  to  the  Interpreters  and  used  my 
best  entreaties  with  the  Chiefs,  who  really  did  all  in  their 
power,  but  the  torrent  was  too  strong  for  such  feeble  bar- 
riers ;  they  bore  down  the  sentries,  and  seeing  I  had  posted 
another  at  the  door  of  the  commandant's  quarters,  they 
went  to  the  windows,  which  they  broke  and  fell  to  plunder- 
ing. 

The  soldiers  in  the  meantime  drew  up  in  the  fort  and 
were  quiet  spectators  of  this  scene  of  disorder,  which  lasted 
till  the  curiosity  [I  cannot  say  avarice]  of  the  Savages  was 
gratified.     They  have  generously  restoi'od  to  Captain  Ilelra 
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whatever  was  rcMiuii-cd  of  liis  pi-ivato  ])i'()i)('i'ty,  some  stout 
horses,  32  lately  {)urcliased  on  the  account  of  the  Congress, 
they  found  in  the  fort,  which  I  would  not  deprive  them  of, 
as  they  have  not  committed  a  single  act  of  cruelty,  and  treat- 
ed the  iii]ia])itants  willi  the  humanity  which  was  rcfom- 
mended  to  them.  Had  a  single  shot  been  iircd,  prol)al)ly 
the  settlement  would  have  ])een  destroyed  in  an  hour's  time. 
For  some  time  the  counnand't.  hesitated  to  take  down  the 
continental  flag,  but  at  length  finding  it  was  left  for  them- 
selves to  do,  he  had  it  taken  down  and  we  hoisted  the  St. 
George's,  which  signal  drew  in  our  parties  who  liad  taken 
two  prisoners,  an  American  and  a  Frenchman,  who  had 
Capt.  Helm's  letter  to  Colonel  Clark,  commandant  [under 
the  Congress]  of  the  eastern  Ilinois,  acquainting  him  of  the 
arrival  of  the  English  at  this  place  and  of  his  situation.  I 
send  Your  Excel Icucn  a  coj^y,  as  it  shews  what  confidenco^ 
is  to  be  placed  in  men  wlio  liave  once  violated  a  sacred  en- 
gagement. 

The  iSth  T  convened  the  inhabitaiits  in  the  Church,  and 
having  in  pretty  strong  terms  painted  their  poltroonery, 
ingratitude  and  perfidy,  I  read  them  an  oath,  to  be  sub- 
scribed only  by  those  who,  being  sensible  of  their  fault, 
should  publickly  acknowledge  it,  and  thereby  have  some 
claim  to  the  Protection  of  Government.  The  chief  people  of 
the  place  have  either  in  an  underhand  manner,  or  openly, 
embraced  the  Rebel  party— some  have  been  in  pay,  others 
ri\gistered  for  service  in  case  of  need.  The  account  of  their 
number  is  subjoined. 

The  oath,  which  I  read  in  the  Church  aloud  and  ex])lained 
to  them,  I  told  was  not  forced  upon  tliem.  l)ut  offer 'd  for 
the  considerati(m  of  so])er  people  convine'd  of  their  fault 
and  who  on  their  repentanee  might  be  once  again  receiv'd 
under  the  protection  of  their  King.  Humiliating  as  it  is, 
158  had  signed  it  in  a  few  days.  I  on  my  i)art  swore  con- 
ditionally.    Copies  accompany  this  letter  and  a  list  of  the 
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companies  enjiagcd  in  tlio  service  of  the  Congress  wlio  laid 
clown  their  anus  tlie  17th.  There  is  nothing  flattering  to 
win  such  submission,  but  I  must  say  to  the  praise  of  the 
officers  and  men,  they  supi)orted  the  fatigues  and  hardships 
of  their  tedious  journey  Avith  the  utmost  chearfullness.  As 
to  the  poor  savages,  their  iiol  firing  a  single  shot  on  the  day 
of  taking  possession  of  tlie  place,  nor  injuring  or  even  in- 
sulting a  single  soul  excepting  a  poor  ]\Iiller,  whose  house 
they  plundered,  being  half  a  league  from  the  Foi't,  their 
conduct  surely  reflects  disgrace  on  some  well  instructed 
Christian  regulars  who  have  not  held  Hospitals  as  Asylums 
from  their  fury. 

Sir— As  I  have  decided  not  lo  send  a  considerable  party 
to  the  Ilinois  this  winter,  1  beg  leave  to  advance  my  rea- 
sons. Late  rains  have  swelled  the  Rivers  so  as  to  make  it 
probable  we  might  })e  stopp'd  so  long  as  to  consume  our 
Provision  before  we  got  half  way  the  distance,  computed  80 
leagues,  the  Fort  at  this  place  in  no  proper  state  to  serve  as 
a  CJarrison  for  the  winter  season,  requires  all  hands  to 
make  it  tenable.  If  the  Garrison  was  weakened,  a  Force 
might  come  against  it  and  be  joined  by  the  unsteady  in- 
habitants. The  Ouabache  Indians,  who  are  wavering,  re- 
quire the  presence  of  some  force  to  keep  them  to  their  pro- 
fessions. I  have  the  honor  to  send  the  plan  of  the  fort, 
which  is  a  bad  stockade.  As  soon  as  coverings  for  the 
men,  provisions  and  stores  are  finished  I  design  to  alter 
its  fonu  to  that  of  a  triangle,  having  a  block  house  in  each 
angle  to  project  over  the  picketting  of  the  face  of  each  half 
bastion.  Our  owai  men  may  carry  on  the  work  in  the 
course  of  the  wdnter,  tho'  this  should  be  done.  The  village 
is  built  in  such  a  manner  [a  space  of  from  100  feet  to  200 
feet  and  more  being  left  between  house  and  house]  that 
most  of  them  might  be  maintained  by  a  dozen  men  and 
distress  the  largest  Garrison  the  Fort  could  contain.  Some 
Houses  are  near  the  Fort  and  it  would  be  very  expensive  to 
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purchase  tlu'in  iiiid  niiuous  to  pai-liculars  to  destroy  them. 
The  Garrison  might  have  it  in  their  power,  in  case  of  tieaeli- 
ery,  to  burn  the  whole  town,  either  by  making  sallies  in  the 
night  or  firing  red-hot  bullets.  Your  Exeelleney  will.  I 
hope,  excuse  my  entering  into  a  number  of  particulars,  the 
necessity  of  my  having  positive  orders,  and  my  ignorance 
as  to  what  may  be  designed  in  conseqiience  of  the  recovery 
of  the  place,  pi'ompt  me  to  trespass  on  youi-  time. 

I  have  this  day,  25th  December,  sent  off  an  Express  to 
Mr.  Stuart  with  Belts  for  the  Chickasaws  and  Cherakees 
aiid  a  letter  informing  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  good  disj)osition 
of  the  Indians,  requiring  these  to  the  southward  to  act  vig- 
orously the  ensuing  spring.  If  the  account  I  have  just 
received  be  true  it  need  not  be  doubted  they  will  viz't.  that 
400  Shawanese,  Delawares,  Ottawas  and  Cherakees,  are  now 
assembled  at  the  Cherakee  river  with  design  to  intercept  the 
rebel  boats  passing  and  repassing  the  Ohio.  My  Scouts 
toward  Kaskaskias  brought  me  in  two  Prisoners  last  night, 
who  inform  me  that  no  boats  are  as  yet  arrived  at  the  II- 
inois  from  Orleans,  that  the  Rebels  do  not  exceed  forescore 
at  Kaskaskias  and  30  at  Cahokia,  that  some  Poutcouatta- 
mies  were  lately  arrived  there  and  that  there  is  no  disci- 
pline observed  by  the  Rebels.  This  day  I  sent  off  two  Chiefs 
of  the  Poutcouattamies  of  Detroit,  who  design  to  go  to 
Kaskasquias  and  have  promised  me  to  return  as  soon  as 
they  can  execute  their  orders. 

Captain  Helm  remains  here  on  his  parole  till  it  be  known 
if  the  Governor  of  Virginia  permit  his  exchange  for  Mr. 
de  Rocheblave,  Avho  is  at  AVilliamsburgh. 

The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  Troops  from  Detroit 
early  in  the  spring  will  enable  me  to  send  home  the  Volun- 
teer Militia  who  accompanied  me  hither  for  the  Campaign. 

Mr.  de  Celoron  is  unfit  to  remain  as  commandant  at 
Ouiattanon.     llis  pusillanimity  drove  him  400  miles  from 


CLARK'S  CONQrp:ST  OF  THK   ILLINOIS  '2''\i^ 

his  post  aiul  lie  never  waited  U>  have  eoi'taiii  aceoiiiils.  l)ut 
forjied  sucli  as  his  fears  or  ci'edulity  sn,u<,''este(l.     A  Mianiis 

Chief  aci|iiaiii1c(l   me  with   llie  ('irciiiiistaiiees  lliis  day. 

L'tJtli  Deeeinher.  We  have  buill  a  l»ai-raek  ol"  h)gs  and 
boarils  eapabh'  of  receiving'  50  men.  Iwo  eonipanies  move 
in  this  'day.  The  rest  remain  leided  in  the  For!  till  Lodj^-- 
ing  can  l)e  built  for  them.  We  shall  have  the  AVeli  made  in  6 
days.  —  Though  the  frost  is  pretty  sevei-e.  '1  he  Powder  Mag^ 
azine  is  finished.  This  day  two  Delaware  eame  in,  wdio 
heard  the  morning  and  excniim  «jiin  as  they  say  at  the  dis- 
tance of  '3  days'  mareli.  Tlu'v  say  Bel'.s  are  gone  from  the 
Chiekasaas  and  Cherakees  to  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares 
requiring  them  to  forget  former  quarrels  and  to  unite 
against  the  Virginians.  The  messengers  are  expected  to 
be  here  in  a  few  days. 

These  Delawares  confirm  the  account  of  a  number  of 
Shawanese,  Ottawas,  Chiekasaas  and  Cherakees  being  as- 
sembled at  Cherakee  [or,  as  it  is  called  here,  Chickasaa] 
river.  They  add  that  some  one  employed  for  His  Majesty 
has  invited  all  the  Southern  nations  to  convene  at  the  same 
place  next  Spring  to  come  to  St.  Vincennes  to  drive  out  the 
Rebels  and  their  friends,  that  the  people  now  there  wei'c 
to  intercept  the  Rebel  boats,  &c.,  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississipi, 
that  the  IJebels  were  dispossessed  latv^ly  of  a  settlement  on 
the  ]\Iississi])pi  by  the  English. 

27th.  This  day  a  party  of  Quiquaboes  went  to  war 
towards  Kaskasquias.  This  makes  me  easy  as  to  the  Indians 
of  this  river,  who  will  follow  implicitly  the  example  of  the 
Quiqua1)oes,  the  most  warlike  and  cruel  of  them  all. 

As  I  had  engaged  the  Volunteer  Militia  of  Detroit  for  the 
Campaign,  they  were  this  day  advertised  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  return  with  20  days'  pay  fi-om  th(>  date  of 
their  discharge. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  militia  of  this  place  ap- 
pear'd  this  day  under  arms  with  theii-  officers;  all  of  them 


234  ILLINOIS   HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

have  takeu  tlie  oatli  ol"  all(\^ian('e  and  i-i'iiounced  their  late 
confederacy.     They  are  in  course  pardon 'd. 

I  ]i()j)('  your  Excellency  will  approve  of  this  act  of  obliv- 
ion, if  a  sense  of  interest  can  move  them  they  will  ad- 
here to  it.  As  to  courage,  honor  or  gratitude,  if  they  were 
of  the  growth  of  this  soil,  they  would  have  shewed  them- 
selves on  the  occasion  of  a  handfull  of  Rebels  coming  to  take 
away  the  possessions  of  three  hundred  men,  used  to  arms  as 
Hunters  and  used  to  the  mildest  Government  under  heaven. 

It  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  your  Excel- 
lency's orders,  &  as  soon  as  possible  to  resign  to  the  per- 
son you  shall  send  to  command  here,  a  power  which  must 
be  maintained  in  Credit  only  by  a  military  force. 

I  have  taken  up  all  the  spiritous  Liquors  in  the  place, 
v>'liich  is  better  surety  for  their  good  behavior,  and  a  more 
beloved  hostage  than  wife  or  child.  — Tomorrow  I  shall  de- 
stroy two  Billiard  tables,  the  sources  of  immorality  and  dis- 
sipation in  such  a  settlement.  Could  I  catch  the  Priest, 
Mr.  Gibault,  who  has  blown  the  trumpet  of  Rebellion  for 
the  Americans,  I  should  send  him  down  unhurt  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, to  get  the  reward  for  his  zeal. 

The  above  mentioned  Poutcouattamies  whom  I  sent 
towards  Kaskasquias  are  returned.  The  waters  being  out, 
as  they  say,  prevented  their  progress. 

They  brought  in  a  Frenchman,  Prisoner,  who  had  noth- 
ing new  to  tell. 

The  Scouts  of  Shaw^anese  and  Miamis  which  are  gone 
towards  the  Falls  of  Ohio  are  not  yet  returned. 

Several  Chiefs  and  Warriors  are  returned  to  their  Vil- 
lages, seemingly  well  satisfied,  and  have  promised  to  return 
if  it  should  be  necessary. 

The  diminution  of  our  numbers  is  a  necessary  step,  as 
the  consumption  of  Provision  during  their  stay  is  very  con- 
siderable. 
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I  will  not  take  up  more  of  your  Excellency's  time  at 
present,  only  to  request  you  will  excuse  the  inaccuracy  and 
hurry  of  my  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect,  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  most  devoted  and  most  hinnl)le  servant, 

PIenry  Hamilton. 

St.  Yincennes,  Dec.  30th,  1778,  the  express  sets  out. 

Endorsed:  Detroit  No.  25,  1779.  From  Lt.  Gov.  Ham- 
ilton with  several  enclosures  from  No.  1  to  8.  Dated  at  St. 
Yincennes  the  18th  De('eml)er,  1778.  Received  the  19th 
March,  1779. 

Remarks  on  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton's  Letter  18tii  Dec'r, 
1778. 

In  the  6th  page  he  g'ives  raisons  for  not  sending 
any  body  this  winter  to  the  Illinois  by  water,  to  attack  the 
Rebells.    It  shows  he  has  no  means  to  go  by  land. 

Before  that  he  speaks  of  one  6-pounder,  but  does  not 
return  what  ammunition  he  has  for  said  canon. 

He  finds,  page  7,  the  village  a  detriment  to  the  Fort  now 
building,  and  immediately  after  he  thinks  it  now,  by 
proposing  means  to  destroy  said  village,  but  he  gives  no 
raison  why  he  does  not  remove  the  fort  from  so  an  disad- 
vantageous situation.  Soon  after  he  seems  to  want  positive 
orders,  and  as  if  he  doubted  or  was  ignorant  of  the  use 
that  the  retaking  of  St.  Yincennes  could  be ;  as  if  he  had 
been  ordered  to  attack  it,  and  by  his  own  raisons,  page  6,  he 
tells  the  necessity  of  having  it  in  possession.  If  he  leaves 
it  without  keeping  a  Garrison  there,  the  Rebels  will  soon 
oblidge  him  to  make  another  Expedition. 

He  seems  to  think  next  spring  to  attack  the  two  posts 
at  the  Illinois.  It  is  hoped  in  that  case  that  he  will  at 
least  take  one  of  the  3  Pounders  which  he  got  at  St.  Yin- 
cennes allong,  so  as  to  make  a  cross  fire,  or  else  the  Rebells 
might  easily  cover  themself  against  one  cannon,  that  is, 
if  he  expects  nothing  but  stockades  to  attack.     Otherwise 
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a  6  Pounder  field  piece  would  not  be  sufficient,  or  else  he 
will  be  oblidged  to  do  as  they  did  at  Fori  Staiiwix:  Two 
Royall  mortars  would  be  useful!,  if  he  had  more  artillery- 
men, than  two,  he  says,  page  8,  that  he  has  sent  two  In- 
dians, who  were  to  return  as  soon  as  they  had  executed 
theii-  orders,  but  does  not  mention  what  orders  he  gave 
them.  Page  10,  he  mentions  their  i-eturn  and  says  the 
water  being  out,  an  Indian  expi-ession.  without  explaining 
it.  lie  mentions  an  reinforcement  next  spring  from  De- 
troit, but  does  not  mention  what  number  he  wants.  Neither 
if  he  has  ordered  said  reinforcement  or  if  the  Commander 
in  Chief  is  to  order.  He  thinks  jNI.  Celoron  unfit  to 
remain  Commandant  at  wiagtanon,  as  if  he  was  their 
again,  which  ought  to  mention,  but  says  he  left  it  in  a 
fright  and  went  400  miles  from  it.  He  speaks,  page  9, 
of  Indians  avIio  arrived  and  told  they  heard  a  morning 
and  evening  gun  3  daj^s'  march  off.  If  it  is  his,  he  must 
have  a  great  deal  of  pow^der  to  waste  during  the  winter. 
Page  10,  he  requests  the  Commander  In  Chief's  orders  and 
a  person  to  command  to  whom  he  will  resign,  as  if  he 
will  neither  stay  at  St.  Vincennes  nor  proceed  to  the  Ilinois 
to  reduce  the  Rebells,  which  I  thought  was  his  design  of 
leaving  Detroit.  He  does  not  mention  from  where  he  ex- 
pects Provisions  next  spring,  if  he  has  ordered  any  from 
Detroit,  or  if  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  to  order  any 
■wath  the  reinforcement.  Page  8,  he  intends  to  send  back 
the  militia  from  Detroit,  which  went  with  him  for  the 
Campaign,  as  if  he  would  stay  theii';  by  his  return  the 
amount  to  108  men,  so  that  he  expects  more  for  a  rein- 
forcement besides  the  number  for  a  garrison,  St.  Vin- 
cennes. He  does  not  say  what  number  will  be  wanted  to 
keep  the  Indians  to  their  ])rofessions  as  he  says  at  page  7. 

Endorsed :    Remarks  on  the  letter  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamil- 
ton. 
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Canadlvn  Archivks,  Series  H,  Vol.  122.  I'.  'IX). 
I  T)-(nida(ioii.  \ 

Tlio  iiili;il)i1;iiils  ol'  SL  N'iiicemics  ai'(;  advised  and  cau- 
tioned by  these  nutiees  to  i-eiiiaiii  quietly,  each  one  willi 
his  family,  to  await  tlie  arrival  of  the  Jjieiit.  Governor  of 
DetroiL  who  is  eoniiut:'  witli  the  expectation  of  re-estab- 
lishin.u'  peace  and  to  secure  honest  i)t'o])lc  in  Ihcii-  posses- 
sioiis.  Those  who  have  b(»en  so  foolish  as  Li  listen  to 
interested  persons  or  1o  bad  advisers  and  who  have  I'ccog- 
nized  their  error  will  hr  i)ai'doii('d  it.  Those  on  the  con- 
trary who  have  signally  failed  in  their  duty  and  remain 
attached  to  the  Rebels  can  exi)t'ct  only  the  puni>hmetit 
their  crimes  merit,  [f  the  Indians  have  been  peaceable 
and  humane  np  to  the  present,  it  is  not  probable  that 
they  will  begin  at  liiis  houi-  to  act  othei'wise.  There  is 
nothing  to  fear  but  for  those  who  have  pushed  their  folly 
to  the  extreme. 

]Ma.jor  Hay  is  authorized  by  me  to  receive  the  oath  of 
ail(\uiance  to  His  Brittanic  iNlajesty  and  to  take  possession 
of  arms,  ])owdei'.  annnnnition  and  provisions,  6cc.,  nntil 
further  orders.  Signed  by  my  Hand  this  16th  day  of 
December,    1778. 

Henry  HAMU/rox. 

True  coj)y.  Lt.  (iov.  and  Supi'rintendant ;  enclosed  in 
Lt.  Col.  Hamilton's  letter  of  18th  December;  marked  De- 
troit. 

EorroRi.xL  '  liEsi'MiNc;  Clark's  Xarkative]. 

Soon  after  the  reduction  of  Post  Vincennes,  the  situa- 
tion of  CoIoikM  ('larl;  became  pei'ilons.  Detached  parties 
of  hostile  Indians  hegan  to  a])i)eai'  in  the  ncighlxn'hood 
of  his  forces  in  tiie  Illinois,  lie  ni-dei'ed  Major  Bowman 
to  evacuate  the  fort  at  ("ahokia.  and  join  him  at  Ivaskas- 
-16 
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kia.  "1  could  see,"  says  Clarlc,  "but  litllc  jn'obability  of 
k('('ping  possession  of  the  eountry;  as  my  iiuniber  of  men 
■\vas  too  small  to  stand  a  siege,  and  my  situation  too  re- 
mote to  call  for  assistance. 

"I  made  all  the  preparation  I  pcssibly  could  for  tlie  at- 
tack, and  \vas  necessitated  to  set  fire  to  some  of  the  houses 
in  town,  to  clear  them  out  of  the  way.  r)Ut,  on  the  29th 
of  January.  1779,  in  the  height  of  the  liuny,  a  Spanish 
merchant  [Francis  Yigo],  who  had  been  at  Post  Vin- 
cennes,   arrived  and   gave  the   following  intelligence: 

"That  ^Ir.  Ilamiltc.n  had  weakened  himself  by  sending 
his  Indians  against  the  fi-ontiers,  and  to  block  u])  the  Ohio: 
tlnit  he  had  not  more  than  eighty  men  in  garrison,  three 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  some  swivels  mounted ;  that  the  hos- 
tile Indians  were  to  meet  at  Post  A^incennes  in  the  spring, 
drive  us  out  of  the  Illinois,  and  attack  the  Kentucky  set- 
tlements, in  a  body,  joined  by  their  southern  friends ;  that 
all  the  goods  were  taken  from  the  merchants  of  Post  Yin- 
cennes  for  the  King's  use:— that  the  troops  under  Hamil- 
ton were  repairing  the  fort,  and  expected  a  reinforcement 
from  Detroit  in  the  spring:  that  they  appeared  to  have 
plenty  of  all  kinds  of  stores:  that  they  were  strict  in  their 
discipline :  but,  that  he  did  not  believe  they  were  under 
much  apprehension  of  a  visit :  and  believed  that,  if  Ave 
could  get  there  undiscovered,  we  might  take  the  place. 

"In  shoi't.  we  got  every  information  fi'om  this  gentleman 
that  we  could  wish  for ;  as  he  had  had  good  opportimities, 
and  had  taken  great  pains  to  inform  himself,  with  a  design 
to  give  intelligenc(\  We  now  viewed  ourselves  in  a  very 
critical  situation— in  a  manner  cut  olf  from  any  inter- 
course between  us  and  the  United  States.  We  knew  that 
Governor  Hamilton,  in  the  spring,  by  a  junction  of  his 
northern  and  southern  Indians  [which  he  had  prepared 
for],  would  be  at  the  head   of  such  a   foi'ce  that  ncithing 
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in  tliis  qunrtci-  could  willistntid  liis  ;,niis  — tliat  Kentucky 
nmsi  iiiiiiicdi.-ih'ly  fall;  and  wvll  if  the  desolation  wouj'd 
end    lliere. 

■'If  we  ccidd  inniiediately  make  e.ui'  way  i^'oorl  to  Kcii- 
tueky.  we  weiv  coiivinci'd  lliat  before  wc  could  i-aise  a  force 
oven  sutfieienl  to  save  Iliat  e;:unti'y.  it  would  he  too  late  - 
as  all  the  men  in  it,  joined  by  Ihc  li'oops  we  lia.l.  would  uol 
he  sufficient;  ami  to  -ict  timely  succor  from  the  interior 
counties  was  out  of  the  question. 

"  W  I'  saw  hut  one  alteriudive.  wliitdi  was  to  attaex  1h; 
eiu-my  m  their  (juarters.  If  we  were  fortuiuite,  it  would 
save  the  whole.  If  otherwise,  it  would  he  nothing'  moi-e  than 
what  woidd  certainly  he  the  couse(|Uence  if  we  should  not 
make  tlie  attemi)t.  These,  ami  many  other  similar  i-ea- 
sons.  induced  us  to  resolve  to  attempt  th(>  enterprise,  which 
met  with  the  approbation  of  vycry  indi\idii;d  he]on<:inu 
to  us. 

"Orders  wei'c  immediately  issued  for  preparations.  The 
whole  counti'y  took  fiiv  with  alai'ui:  aiul  every  order  was 
executed  whh  cheerfulness  by  qw^vy  deserii)tion  of  the  in- 
habitan.ts— i)ivpariu,o-  provisions,  encourajzin^^  volunteers, 
&c.,  c^-e.,  aiul  as  we  had  ple:ity  of  stores,  eveiy  man  was 
eoiupletely  rigoed  with  wduit  he  could  desire  to  withstand 
the  coldest  weather.  To  convey  our  artillery  and  stores, 
it  was  concluded  to  send  a  vessel  i-ouud  the  water,  so  strong 
that  she  might  f'oi-ce  her  way. 

"A  laro-e  ^Mississippi  [keel|  beat  was  immediately  pur- 
chased, and  completely  fitted  out  as  a  galley,  mcmnting  two 
four-ponnders.  and  four  large  swivels.*  She  was  manned 
by  forty-six  men  under  the  coimnand  of  Captain  dohn 
Rogers. 

"He  set  .sail  on  the  4th  of  Fe])ruaiy.  with  oi-ders  to  force 
his  way  up   the   \VaI)ash   as  high   as  the   mouth   of   White 

*Thi.s    vessel    was    ealle.l     -Tl,,.     \Vini.;s.--DilIon.     So    named    after 
Captain  James  Willing.— II.  aw   i;. 
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llivcr,  and  to  secrete  himself  until  further  orders;  but 
if  he  found  himself  discovered  to  do  the  enemy  all  the 
damage  he  could,  without  running  too  great  a  risk  of  los- 
ing his  vessel;  and  not  to  leave  the  river  until  he  was  out 
of  hope  of  our  arrival  by  land;  but  by  all  means  to  conduct 
himself  so  as  to  give  no  suspicion  of  our  ai)p roach  by  land. 

"We  had  a  great  dependence  en  this  galley.  She  was  far 
superior  to  anything  the  enemy  could  fit  out  without  build- 
ing a  vessel ;  and,  at  the  Avorst,  if  we  were  discovered,  we 
could  build  a  number  of  large  pirogues,  such  as  they  pos- 
sessed, to  attend  her,  and  with  such  a  little  fieet,  perhaps, 
pester  the  enemy  very  much;  and  if  we  saw  it  our  interest, 
force  a  landing;  at  any  rate,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
lliey  could  be  a  match  foi-  us  on  the  water." 

Crossing  the  Kaskaskia.  Clark  took  the  old  trail  over  the 
]>rairies  of  Illinois  to  the  p]ml^arrass  near  Vincennes.  The 
luu-ratives  of  Clark,  or  daily  Journal  of  Bowman,  refer  t(> 
their  crossing  the  upper  branches  of  the  Big  ]\Iuddy.  the 
"north  fork  of  the  Saline,"  the  two  main  branches  of  "the 
little  AA'abash"  [a  few  miles  west  of  Olney,  present  county 
seat  of  Richland  County].  This  trail  between  the  aneimt 
villages  of  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes,  followed  afoot  or  on 
horseback  when  there  was  no  habitation  between,  has 
improved  apace  with  the  settling  of  the  state  on  either 
side,  yet  there  have  been  but  few  changes  of  the  old  route  of 
nearly  two  hundred  years  ago. 

On  account  of  the  fioodetl  condition  of  the  country  Clark 
left  it  at  the  Embarrass  i-iver.  He  says,  "from  the  spot 
[on  the  west  bank  of  the  AVabash]  we  now  ]Ry  on,  [it]  was 
about  ten  miles  to  town."  [Some  ten  miles  below  Vin- 
cennes]. Having  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  his 
route  over  the  flooded  lands  from  thence  to  Vincennes  is  a 
pi'ol)leni  which  a  reference  to  its  topography  will  greatly 
help    to   solve. 
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"Westerly  of  the  lailroad  I'rdiii  \'iiici>iiiii  s  to  l*]\;ins\ill.' 
the  country  is  ";i  low  ;iliuvi;il  phiiii."  Itnikm  hy  pontic,  Jat- 
tcral  or  obli((nc  i-id^cs  depressed  licic  ;iiid  Ihcro  to  afraiii 
elevate  into  conica!  kiiohs  called  by  llie  j-'reiicli  "  inaiiielles" 
because  of  a  fancied  likeness  to  the  female  bi'east.  Al 
crossinir  place  there  are  two  of  these  cones,  one  n<'ai-  llie 
rivei',  the  otiiei'  .>oine  t\V(»  miles  or  more  to  the  e;isl.  In 
later  times  this  second  manielle  was,  and  is  now,  known  as 
the  "Cliinniey  Rock,"  and  both  still  I'emain  noted  features 
of  the  landscape. 

Geoloiiically  these  rid*i"es  and  knolls  "are  the  i-emains  of 
the  IMeroni  sandstone"  tliat  once  covered  the  whole  area  in 
questioiL  "Sections  taken  fi'om  the  points  named  show  a 
uniform  strata  and  material"  that  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
fact  that,  except  the  elevations  named,  the  primeval  cover- 
nig'  was  "washed  away"  and  carried  southwai-d  to  make  the 
"Sandy  Barrens"  in  that  direction  of  llie  Comity.  'IMk^- 
ridges  and  k'nells  that  i-emain  "are  inteispersed  by  numer- 
ous bayous  or  overtlowe(l  swampy  basins,"  and  by  several 
"permanent  ponds"  that  intervene.* 

Th.e  writer  hei'e  has  nsed  so  much  of  the  l'rofessoi''s  map 
that  is  Avith  his  I'eport  as  covers  Clark's  route  from  the 
\Vabash  to  Vincennes  and  pi'oduc(^s  it  hei'e  chanuxnl  so  as 
to  make  it  aizree  with  the  accounts  as  given  by  Clai"k  and 
Bowman,  or  other  autlientic  data.f 

As  the  reader  may  recall,  Clark  gave  two  accounts  of  this 
Ciimpaign.  one  in  the  so-called  ]\Iason   letter,  written  X(»v. 

*  Report  of  the  late  Professor  John  Collett  on  Knox  County  in  "The 
Geological  Survey  of  Indiana  for  1873,  pages  324-328.  et  sequi.— H.  W.  B. 

t  To  whicli  Professor  Collett  did  not  have  access  at  the  time.  }?ut 
in  the  hurry  of  the  hour  he  was  required  to  rely  on  local  tradition, 
mucli  of  which  is  in  error  as  to  Clark's  real  movements  in  that  neigh- 
borhood.—H.  W.  B. 
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19,  1779,  and  in  his  ".Memoir,"  composed  a  nuniher  of  years 
later  at  the  request  of  th(^  l*residents,  Thomas  Jetit'erson 
and  James  ^Madison.* 

It  it'inaincd  for  the  late  William  Ilayden  English  to  pub- 
lish the  Clark  ".Memoir"  from  Judge  Dillon's  copy  in  full. 
In  other  respects  Mr.  Engrlish's  "Conquest  of  the  Country 
Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  and  Life  of  Gen.  George  Rog- 
ers Clark"  seemingly  exhausts  the  subject  treated. 

On  a  surface  view  these  accounts  of  Clark  seem  to  ccn- 
tlict  in  several  places,  the  one  with  the  other,  and  both  with 
the  statements  of  Bowman  in  his  diary  relating  to  the  same 
events.  But  when  all  three  are  compared,  sifted,  and  their 
descriptive  statements  applied  to  the  known  topography  and 
geological  features  of  the  locality,  the  course  of  Clark's 
army  over  the  submerged  lands,  knolls  and  sugar  camps, 
woods  and  Hooded  basins,  to  Vincennes,  will  appear,  as 
shown  on  the  writer's  map  herewith,  with  a  fair  degree  of 
certainty. 

Clark  says  they  crossed  the  AVabash  ab(nit  ten  miles  be- 
low Vincennes.  Bowman,  in  his  diary,  says  "at  break  of 
day,  Feb.  21,  began  to  ferry  our  men  over  in  cur  two  canoes 
to  a  small  hill  caJled  the  Mobib  or  Bubbriss,"  [which  is 
here  a  misspelt  slang  phrase  for  the  word  mamelle] .  The 
whole  ai-my  being  over,  we  plunged    [on]    into  the  water 

*  The  writer  here  knew  quite  weU  the  late  historian.  Judge  John  B. 
Dillon,  of  Indiana,  and  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  had  a  copy  of 
Clark's  Memoir.  By  him  the  writer  was  also  told  that  the  late  Lyman 
C.  Draper  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  had  gotten  the  original. 
All  this  time  the  document  remained  in  manuscript  form  except  in  its 
greater  portion  and  material  parts  as  found  in  Dillon's  "Historical 
Notes,"  etc.,  printed  in  1S43.  Judge  Dillon  died,  and  the  writer  here, 
failed  to  secure  a  transcript  from  the  copy  of  that  author.  Mr.  Draper, 
with  whom  the  writer  here  was  personally  acquainted,  and  with  whom 
he  had  a  frequent  and  voluminous  correspondence  for  several  years, 
kept  his  Clark  Manuscripts  under  close  cover,  as  he  himself  meant  to 
write  a  life  of  Clark.  Unfortunately  for  the  history  of  the  "North- 
west" he  died  without  having  done  this  great  work,  for  which  ho  had 
toiled   so   many   years   in   collecting   the   material.— H.    \V.    B. 
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somotiiiK's  to  the  nrck  I'nr  iii(ii<'  lli:in  cue  Ica^'uc  [easterly  | 
to  tlie  next  liill  of  the  same  iianie"  [later  known  as  Die 
Chiiuiiey  Koek]. 

Cioin^'  north  rt'diii  Ihe  '■second  iiiniiielle"  oi-  "('hinincx' 
Koek"  the  next  clay.  Fel).  22.  was  Ihe  iiiest  daring  and 
danji'orons  of  Clark's  ventnres  in  all  llie  |)ei'ils  ef  liis  jonr- 
ney.  lie  finally  reached  the  desired  "  nndei'^rowth  and 
Sugar  Canij)s.'"  e\ident  ly  (piite  near  the  "permanent  pond  "' 
as  shown  on  the  ma]).  The  Sngai'  Camps.  Clark  sa\'s.  "was 
a  delightfnl  spot  of  gi-onnd  of  ahont  ten  aei'es."  IJowiiian 
says  nnder  elate  of  Feh.  'I'l.  "we  came  one  leagne  farthei 
[noi'th  from  tlie  second  Mamelle]  to  some  sngar  camps, 
^\llere  we  staid  all  night.  No  ])rovisions  yet.  The  Lord 
help  ns.""*  Clai'k  eontinnes  as  follows:  "Crossing  a  nar- 
row, deep  hik(^  |the  permanent  ]K)nd  of  Professor  Collett] 
in  canoes,  we  came  to  a  copse  of  timber  called  Warriors 
[AVarrens]   island,  ""f 

"AVe  were  now  |eniitinnes  Clai'k  |  in  inll  view  of  the  fort 
and  town,  not  a  slii'nh  between  ns.  at  ahont  two  miles  <lis- 
tance.":|: 

"Tlie  low  phuie  we  marched  throngh  was  not  a  ])erfect 
level,  bnt  had  frequent  risings  [I'idges  referred  to  by  Pro- 
fessor Collett]  which  generally  ran  in  an  obli(jue  direction 
to  the  town.  AVe  took  advantage  of  one  of  tluMn.  marching 
[and  counter  inarching]  through  the  watei'  nndei'  it.  which 


*  The  accounts  of  Bowman  and  Clark  do  not  agree  in  that  the  former 
places  the  deep  wading  north  of  the  "permanent  jjond."  while  Clark 
says  it  was  south  of  that  water  as  stated  in  the  text. — H.  W.  B. 

t  In  a  transcript  of  the  manuscriiit  "Diary"  supplied  to  Judge  John 
Law  of  A'incennes.  the  liill  in  question  is  called  "Warrens"  Island,  and 
a  more  careful  scanning  of  Clark's  Manuscript  Memoir  will  no  doubt 
disclose    the   same   orthography.— H.    "W.    B. 

i  In  the  Mason  letter  Clark  is  more  explicit.  Tie  there  says  "As  it 
was  an  open  plain  from  the  wood  that  covered  us.  T  marched  time 
enough  to  be  seen   from   the  town  before  dark.— 11.   \\'.    P.. 
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coniplotely  prevented  our  im'ii  bciny  nuniberetl."  ''In 
I'jiisin^-  IFreneh]  volunteers  in  the  Illinois,  eaeh  person 
Avho  set  alxiut  the  husincss  had  a  set  of  cdois  Liivi'ii  liini;" 
"these  they  brought  with  Ihcm.  Icii  oi'  twelve  pairs"  in 
iiniiiber;  and  they  "were  tixed  on  Iciii;  poles  i)roenred  for 
llic  piii'pcse,  so  as  to  show  ai)ov('  these  lu'iuhts  [ridges]  and 
at  a  distanee  made  no  despicable  appeai'anee. " 

''Tn  this  manner  we  moved  so  as  to  siitTcr  it  to  be  dark 
beldic  we  had  advanced  more  than  half  way  to  the  town. 
We  then  suddenly  alterecl  oui-  direction.  ci'ossimI  the  ponds 
where  they  could  not  have  suspected  us,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  gained  the  heights  back  of  the  town.  Lieutenant 
[John  I  Bailey  was  ordei'ed  with  fourteen  iikmi  1o  march 
and  fire  on  the  fort.  The  main  body  moved  in  a  tlifferent 
direction  and  took  possession  of  the  strongest  [most  popu- 
lous] pai't  of  the  town.  The  tii'ing  now  commenced  on  the 
fort,  liut  they  did  not  believe  it  was  an  enemy  until  one  of 
their  men  was  shot  down  through  a  port  as  he  was  lighting 
his  match,  as  drunken  Indians  frequently  saluted  the  fort 
after  night.  The  drums  now  sounded  and  the  business 
fairly  connnenced  on  both  sides.  Reinforcements  were  sent 
to  attack  the  garrison,  while  other  arrangements  were  mak- 
ing in  the  town. ' ' 

"AVe  now  found  that  the  garrison  had  known  nc>thing  of 
us,  that  having  finished  the  fort  that  evc^iing*  tht\v  annised 
themselves  at  different  games  aiul  had  retired  just  before 
my  letter  arrived,  as  it  was  near  roll  call.  The  placard  be- 
ing made  public,  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  afraid  to 
show  themselves  out  of  the  houses  for  fear  of  giving  of- 
fense, and  not  one  dare  give  information  [to  the  garrison]. 
Several  suspected  iiei-s(uis  had  been  "confined  in  the  garri- 
son." Among  them  was  a  Moses  Ileni'y  [a  private  citizen  of 

*  After  the  plans  of  Hamilton's  Military  Engineer,  Henry  rUi  Vtrnet. 
to  enlarge  and  complete  the  original  work  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Ab- 
bott's  Fort   Sackville.— H.    W.    B. 
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Vincennes,  in  known  sympathy  with  the  Ainericansl .  TTis 
Avife,  "Mrs.  [Ann]  TIeiii'y,  went  iukUm-  pretense  of  carrying 
liiin  provisions  and  whispered  him  the  news  of  what  she 
had  seen  |  in  the  town|  and  .Mr.  Henry  conveyed  it  to 
his  fellow  prisiineis,  whicli  i:ave  them  uuicii  |)l(nis- 
ure, "  etc.*  As  foi-  ^Nloses  IliMiry,  after  the  I'ecapt nre  of 
Vincennes,  Claik  made  him  ""  Indian  Agent"  in  that 
quarter. 

Later  in  life  he  fhiimed  l:!(i.l()  Arpenis  of  land  in  virtne 
cf  a  French  oi-  P>ritish  gi'ant.  prier  to  its  ownersliip  1>\'  tiie 
United  States,  and  which  he  had  assigned  to  another  old 
citizen  of  Vincennes,  Lnke  Decker.  Never  having  been 
''surveyed"  or  its  l)onndaries  otherwise  defined,  the  claim 
along  with  those  of  others  in  like  condition,  was  not  allowed. 
Having  died,  x\nn  Henrj',  his  widow,  put  in  a  claim,  un- 
der the  Act  of  Congress  of  August  29,  1788,  that  slie  had 
been  the  "head  of  a  family  settled  at  Post  Vincennes  on  and 
before  the  year  1783."  She,  with  her  children,  as  heirs  of 
Moses  Henry,  were  accordingly  granted  a  lot  in  Vincennes 
"seventy  feet  by  twenty-five  toises. ''  [That  is  to  say.  25 
fathoms  or  150  feet  in  length]. f 

*  To  make  matters  plainer  to  the  general  reader,  the  above  numerous 
extracts  of  events  since  Clark  crossed  the  Wabash,  are  grouped  from 
Clark  and  Bowman's  narratives.— H.   W.   B. 

t  Old  grants  or  land  claims  at  or  near  Vincennes  treated  in  Vol.  X\'[ 
American   State   Papers   on   Public   Lands,   etc.— H.    W.    B. 
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CHAPTER  VI TI. 

*Clark'8  INIkmoiu. 
1770. 

''Evei'vlliiiiu  l)('in^'  ready,  on  llic  r)tli  of  Fetjruary,  after 
roceiving  a  lecture^  and  absolution  I'lom  llio  })riest.  wo 
crossed  the  Kaskaskia  river  Avith  one  luindix'd  and  seventy 
men:  niarelied  a])ont  three  miles,  and  encamped,  Avhere  we 
lay  niilil  the  |7th|  and  set  out.  The  weather  wet 
[but  fortunately  not  cold  for  the  season],  and  a  great  part 
of  the  plains  under  water  several  inches  deep.  It  was  dif- 
ficult and  very  fatiguing  marching. 

"My  object  was  now  to  keep  the  men  in  spirits.  I  suffered 
them  to  shoot  game  on  all  occasions,  and  feast  on  it  like 
Indian  war-dancers;  each  company  by  turns  inviting  the 
others  to  their  feasts;  which  was  the  case  every  night;  as 
the  company  that  >vas  to  give  the  feast  was  ahvays  sup- 
plied with  liorses  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  store  of  wild  meat 
in  the  course  of  the  day:  myself  and  principal  officers  put- 
ting on  the  woodsmen,  shouting  now  and  then,  and  running 
as  much  through  mud  and  water  as  any  of  them. 

"Thus,  insensibly,  without  a  nnn-mui-,  were  those  men  led 
on  to  the  banks  of  the  Little  Wabash  ["the  two  little  AVa- 
bachees, "  vide  in  the  Mason  letter. — H.  W.  B.]  Avhich  Ave 
reached  on  the  13th,  through  incredible  difficulties,  far 
surpassing  anything  that  any  of  us  had  ever  experienced. 
Frequently  the  diversions  of  the  night  Avore  off'  the  thoughts 
of  the  preceding  day.  AVe  formed  a  camp  on  a  height 
which  we  foiuid  on  the  bank  of  the  I'iver,  and  suff'ered  our 
troops  to  amuse  themselves. 

"I  viewed  this  sheet  of  water  for  somc^  time  with  distrust : 
but,  accusing  myself  of  doubting,  I  immediately  set  to 
work,  without  holding  any  consolation  about  it,  or  suft'er- 

*  Dillon. 
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iiii;  any  body  else  tn  do  so  in  my  pi-esenco;  urdcrrtl  a  piro.u'ue 
to  bi'  built  iimiK'(liatfl\'.  aiul  acted  as  though  crossing  tlie 
water  would  be  only  a  piece  ol'  di\('i'sion.  As  but  few  could 
woi'k  at  the  i)ir()gue,  at  a  time,  pains  were  taken  to  find  di- 
versiou  for  the  rest,  to  ket'|)  them  in  high  s{)irits.  In  the 
evening  of  the  14th  our  vesstd  was  finished,  manned,  and 
sent  to  exi)hire  the  drowned  lands  on  tlie  opposite  side  of  tlie 
Littk^  AVabash,  with  pri\a1e  instructions  what  report  to 
make,  and,  if  possible  to  find  some  spot  of  dry  laiul.  They 
found  about  half  an  acre,  and  marked  the  trees  from  thence- 
back  to  the  camp,  and  made  a  very  favorable  I'cport. 

"Fortunately,  the  ir)1h  happened  to  be  a  warm,  moist 
day,  for  the  season.  The  chann(4  of  the  river  where  we 
lay  was  about  thirty  yards  wide.  A  scaffold  was  built  on 
the  opposite  shore  [whicli  was  al)()ut  three  feet  under 
Avater],  and  our  baggage  ferried  across,  and  ])ut  on  it:  our 
horses  swam  across  and  received  their  loads  at  the  scafi'ohl, 
by  which  time. the  troops  were  also  brought  across,  and  we 
began  our  march,  through  the  water. 

"By  evening  we  found  ourselves  encamped  on  a  i3retty 
height,  in  high  s]ui'its:  each  [)arty  laughing  at  the  other, 
in  consequence  of  sometliing  that  had  hapjx'ned  in  the 
course  of  this  ferrying  l)usiness,  as  they  called  it.  A  little 
antic  drummer  aft'ordi^l  them  great  diversion  by  floating 
on  his  drum,  &c. 

"All  this  was" greatly  encoui-aged ;  and  they  I'eally  Ix^gan 
tr  think  themselves  superior  to  other  men.  and  that  neither 
the  rivers  nor  the  seasons  could  stop  their  progress.  Their 
whole  conversation  now  was  concerning  what  they  would 
do  when  they  got  about  the  enemy.  They  now"  began  to  view 
the  main  AYabash  as  a  creek,  and  made  no  doubt  but  such 
men  as  they  were  could  find  a  way  to  ci'oss  it.  They 
wound  themselves  up  to  such  a  i)it(di.  that  they  soon  took 
Post  \nncennes.  divided  the  -poil.  and  before  bed-time  were 
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I'ai-  adviiiiciMi  (III  llicir  I'oiilr  In  Detroit.  All  this  was  no 
(loiiht  idcasinu'  lo  those  of  us  who  liad  more  serious 
thoughts. 

*"  We  were  now  eon  \ii  iced  I  hat  t  he  w  hole  of  t  he  hiw  coun- 
try on  the  \\'al_>ash  was  (lro\vne(l,  and  that  the  enemy  eouhl 
easily  get  to  us,  if  they  discovered  us.  and  wished  to  risk 
an  action  :  if  they  did  not.  we  made  no  (h)ul)t  of  crossing  the 
river  by  seme  means  or  other,  even  if  Captain  Rogers  with 
our  galley,  did  not  get  to  his  station  agreeable  to  his  ap- 
pointment, we  flattered  ourselves  that  all  would  be  well, 
and  marclied  on  in  hi>zh  s[)ii'its." 

Here  follows  an  extract  fi'om  the  niaiuisci'ipt  journjd  of 
iMajor  Bowman  r 

"Febriuiry  Kith,  1779.  —  ^larched  all  day  through  ram 
and  water.  Crossed  the  Fur  river.  Our  ])ro visions  begin 
to  be  short. 

"17th— Marched  early,  crossed  several  runs  very  deep. 
Sent  ]\Ir.  Kernedy  [Kennedy],  our  commissary,  with  three 
men,  to  cress  the  River  Embarrass,  if  possible,  and  proceed 
to  a  plantation  opposite  Post.  Vincennes,  in  order  to  steal 
boats  or  canoes  to  ferry  us  across  the  Wabash.  About  an 
hour  by  sun  we  got  near  the  River  Embari-ass — found  the 
country  all  overtlown  with  water.  We  strove  to  find  the 
Wabash.  Travelled  till  eight  o'clock  in  mud  and  water, 
l)ut  found  no  ])lace  to  encamp  on. 

"Still  keep  marching  on:  but  after  some  time  Mr.  Ker- 
nedy I  Kennedy]  and  his  party  returned.  Found  it  impos- 
sible to  ei-css  the  Embarrass  Rivei'.  We  found  the  water 
falling  from  a  small  spot  of  ground.  Staid  thei-e  the  re- 
maindei'  of  the  night.     Drizzly  and  dark  weathei-. 

"Isth.—  Al  daybreak  heard  GovenKU'  Hamilton's  morn- 
ing gun.  Set  off.  and  mai'ched  down  the  river  [Embarrass] 
saw  some  fine  land.  About  two  o'clock  came  to  the  bank 
of  the  Wabash :  made  I'afts  for  four  men  to  cross  and  g? 

*  See   pages  240-245   this   volume. 
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up  to  tdWii  ;iii(l  slciil  IhijiIs.  lint  tllc\'  ^|)(■lll  llic  (l;iy  ;Mi(i 
niji'ht  ill  till'  water  lo  iki  purpose,  Tor  lliei-c  was  not  one 
foot  ol'  (lr\    land  to  lie  round. 

''lOtli —Captain  .Mel  arl >■  "s  company  set  to  inakinii  a 
canoe;  and  a1  llirec  o'cloclc  tlie  J'ouf  men  I'etunied,  after 
speiulim:'  the  nieht  on  some  lous  in  the  water.  'I'he  canoe 
finishetl.  Cajjlain  .Me('ar1y  with  tliree  ol'  his  men  embarked 
in  the  canoe  and  made  the  ne.\t  attemjit  to  steal  boats;  but 
he  soon  returned  having'  discovered  four  larue  iires  al)out 
a  league  distant  I  rom  our  cam]);  Ihey  seemed  to  be  tires 
of  wliites  and    Indians. 

"imiiie(liately  Colonel  Clark  sent  two  men  in  the  canoe 
down  to  meet  the  lialle.w  with  ordei's  to  conu'  on,  day  and 
night:  that  being  our  last  ho])e,  and  |  we]  starving.  ]\Iany 
of  the  men  much  cast  (h)wn  — particulai'ly  the  volunteers. 
Xo  pro\isi()n  of  any  sort,  now  two  days.     Hard  forlune. 

"20th — Camp  Ncry  (piiet  ;  but  hungry.  Some  almost  in 
despair,  ^lany  of  the  Creole |  French  |  volunteers  talking  of 
returning.""  Clark  now  resumes:  "Many  of  our  volunteers 
began,  for  the  fii'st  time,  to  des])air.  Some  talked  of  return- 
ing; but  my  situation  now  was  such  that  I  was  past  all 
uneasiness.  1  laughed  at  them  without  persuading  or  or- 
dering them  1o  desist  from  any  such  attem])t ;  but  told  them 
I  should  be  Lilad  if  they  would  go  out  and  kill  some  deer. 

''The\'  Went,  confused  with  such  conduct.  I\Iy  own 
troops  1  knew  had  no  idea  of  abandoning  an  enterprise  for 
tlie  want  of  provisions,  while  there  was  i)lenty  of  good 
liorses  in  tlieir  jxissession  :  and  I  knew  that  without  any 
violence,  the  volunteei's  could  be  detained  a  few  days,  in 
the  cours"  of  wliicli  time  our  fate  would  b(>  known. 

"1  conducted  myself  in  a  manner  that  caused  the  whole 
to  believe  that  T  had  no  doul)!  of  success,  which  ]<.pp\  tlieir 
spirits  u|).""  [Clark's  MS.  Memoir].  Fell  to  making  more 
canoes,  when  about   twelve  o'clock  our  sentrv  on  tlie  river 
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bvoii-ihl  lo,  ii  Ixuil  ^vitll  live  i^'ii-ncluiicu  i'rcnu  tht'  fort  [at 
Viucermc'sl  who  told  us  -we  were  not  as  yet  discovered — 
that  the  iiiliabitauts  were  well  disposed  to  us,  &c.  They 
iuforiiied  us  of  two  canoes  they  had  seen  adrift  some  dis- 
tance above  us.  Ordered  that  Captain  Worthington,  with 
a  party,  go  in  search  of  them.  Keturned  late  with  one 
only.  One  of  our  men  killed  a  deer,  which  was  brought 
into  camp  very  acceptably. 

"21st — I  Bowman  "s  Joui-nal.] — At  hreak  of  day  be- 
gan to  ferry  our  men  over  jthe  Wabash  i  in  two  canoi's,  to 
a  small  hill  called  the  .Mamelle.  Captain  AVilliams,  with  tAvo 
men,  went  to  look  for  a  passage,  and  were  discovered  by 
two  men  in  a  canoe,  but  could  not  fetch  tliem  to.  The 
whole  army  being  over,  we  thought  to  get  to  tt)wn  that 
night— so  plunged  into  the  water,  sometimes  to  the  neck, 
for  more  than  one  league,  when  we  stopped  on  a  hill  of 
the  same  name — there  being  no  dry  land  on  any  side  for 
many  leagues.  Our  pilots  say  we  cannot  get  along— that 
it  is  impossible.  The  whole  army  being  over,  we  encamped. 
Kain  all  this  day.    No  provisions." 

The  memoir  of  Clark  i)roceeds:  "This  last  day's  march* 
through  the  water  was  far  superior  to  any  thing  the  French 
had  an  idea  of;  they  were  backward  in  speaking— said  that 
the  neaiest  land  to  us  was  a  small  league,  called  the  Sugar 
Camp,  oil  tlic  bank  of  the  [river?].  A  canoe  was  sent  off 
and  i-t'tufucd  without  finding  that  we  could  pass.  I  went 
in  her  myself,  and  sounded  the  water;  found  it  deep  as  to 
my  ni'ck.  I  returned  with  a  design  to  have  the  men  trans- 
ported on  board  the  canoes  to  the  Sugar  Camp,  which  I 
knew  would  si)eiul  the  whole  day  and  ensuing  night;  as 
the  vessels  would  pass  slowly  through  the  bushes. 

"The  loss  of  so  luiicli  time,  to  men  half  starved,  was  a 
matter  of  consefiuence.     1  would  have  given  now  a  great  tleal 

*  February  21st.    By  Dillon. 
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for  a  (lay's  provision,  or  for  one  of  our  liorses.  I  returned 
but  sk)\vly  to  the  troo])s — uivinii'  myself  time  to  think. 
On  our  arrival,  all  run  to  hear  wiiat  was  the  report.  Every 
eye  was  (ixed  on  nie. 

"I  uirFortunately  spoke  in  a  serious  manner  to  one  of  the 
officers;  the  whole  were  alarmed  without  know'inu'  what  I 
said.  I  viewed  their  confusion  for  about  one  miinite— 
whispered  to  those  near  me  to  do  as  I  did— immediately 
put  some  water  in  my  hand,  poured  on  powder,  blackened 
my  face,  gave  the  war  whoop,  and  marched  into  the 
v>ater  without  saying'  a  word.  The  party  gazed,  and  fell 
in,  one  after  another,  without  saying  a  word,  like  a  tiock 
of  sheep. 

"1  oi'dereil  those  neai'  me  to  l)egin  a  favorite  song 
of  theirs;  it  soon  passed  tlii-ough  the  line,  and  the  whole 
Avent  on  cheerfully.  I  now  intended  to  have  them  trans- 
ported across  the  deepest  part  of  the  water;  but  when 
about  waist  deep  one  of  the  men  informed  me  that  he 
thought  he  felt  a  i)ath. 

"We  examined,  and  found  it  so;  and  concluded  that  it 
kept  on  the  highest  ground,  which  it  did;  and  by  taking: 
pains  to  follow  it,  we  got  to  the  Sugar  Camp,  without  the 
least  difficulty,  where  there  was  about  half  an  acre  of  dry 
ground,  at  least  not  under  water,  where  we  took  up  our 
lodging. 

"The  Frenchmen  that  we  had  taken  on  tlie  i-ivei'  appeared 
to  be  uneasy  at  our  situation.  They  begged  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  go  in  the  two  canoes  to  town  in 
the  night ;  they  said  that  they  would  bring  their  own  house 
provisions,  without  a  possibility  of  any  persons  knowing  it 
—that  some  of  our  men  should  go  with  them,  as  a  surety 
of  their  good   conduct  — that   it   was   impossible   we   could 

-17 
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march  from  tlial  i)lace  till  the  water  fell,  for  the  plain  was 
too  deep  to  march.  Some  of  the  [officers]  believed  that  it 
111 i'^ 111    he  done. 

"I  would  not  suffer  it.  I  never  could  Avell  account  for  this 
piece  of  obstinacy,  and  give  satisfactory  reasons  to  my- 
self, or  any  body  else,  why  I  denied  a  proposition  appar- 
ently so  easy  to  execute,  and  of  so  inucli  advantage;  but 
something  seemed  to  tell  me  that  i1  should  not  bo  done; 
and  it  was  not  done. 

"The  most  of  the  weather  that  we  had  on  tliis  march  was 
moist  and  Avarm,  for  the  season.  This  was  the  coldest  night 
we  had.  The  ice  in  the  morning  was  from  one-half  to  three 
([uarters  of  an  inch  thick,  near  the  shoi-es,  and  in  still 
water.  The  morning  was  the  finest  we  had  on  our  march. 
A  little  after  sunrise  I  lectured  the  whole. 

"What  I  said  to  them  I  forgot,  but  it  may  be  easily  im- 
agined by  a  person  that  could  possess  my  affections  for' 
them  at  that  time.  I  concluded  by  informing  them  that 
passing  the  plain  that  was  then  in  full  Anew  and  reaching 
the  opposite  AA'Oods  would  put  an  end  to  their  fatigue — that 
in  a  fcAV  hours  they  Avould  haA^e  a  sight  of  their  long-Avished- 
i'or  object— and  immediately  stepped  into  the  Avater  Avith- 
out  Avaiting  for  any  reply.     A  huzza  took  place. 

"As  Ave  generally  marched  through  the  Avater  in  a  line, 
before  the  third  entered  I  halted  and  called  to  ^lajoi- 
BoAvman.  ordering  him  to  fall  in  the  rear  Avith  tAventy-five 
men,  and  put  to  death  any  man  Avho  refused  to  march,  as 
Ave  Avished  to  have  no  such  pei'son  among  us.  The  whole 
gave  a  cry  of  approbation,  and  on  Ave  Avent. 

"This  was  the  most  trying  of  all  the  difficulties  Ave  liad 
experienced.  I  generally  kept  fifteen  or  tAventy  of  the 
strongest  men  next  myself,  and  judged  from  my  oAvn  feel- 
ings Avhat  must  be  that  of  others.  Getting  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  plain,  the  Avater  about  mid-deep.  I  found  myself 
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sensibly  riiiliiiu.  ami  as  there  wei-e  no  trees  nor  hushes  for 
the  men  to  support  tluMiiselves  by,  1  feared  that  many  ol"  llie 
most  weak  would  he  drowned. 

"I  ordered  the  eauoes  to  make  the  laud,  disehai'^'e  their 
loading,  and  i»lay  backwards  and  foi'wai-ds  with  all  dili- 
gence, and  pick  ui)  tiie  meu  ;  aud  to  eucouiage  the  |)ai'ty, 
sent  some  of  the  strongest  meu  foi-ward  with  orders  when 
they  got  to  a  certain  distance,  to  pass  the  word  back  that 
the  water  was  getting  shallow,  aud  when  getting  near  the 
woods  to  cry  out  '  Land  I " 

"Tliis  stratagem  liad  its  (k'sii-ed  effect.  The  mcni,  en- 
couraged by  it.  exerted  themselves  ahnost  beyond  their  abil- 
ities— the  weak  holding  by  the  stronger.  The  watei'  never 
got  shallower,  but  coniuued  deepening,  (ietting  to  the 
woods,  where  the  men  expected  land,  the  water  was  up  to 
my  shoulders,  but  gaining  the  woods  was  of  great  cons.- 
quence;  all  the  low  men  aud  the  weakly  hung  to  Ihe  trees, 
and  tloated  on  the  old  logs,  until  they  were  taken  off  by  the 
canoes.  The  strong  and  tall  got  ashore  and  built  fires. 
IMany  would  reach  the  shore  and  fall  with  their  bodies  half 
in  the  water,  not  l)eing  abl(>  to  support  themselves  without 
it. 

"This  was  a  delightful  dry  spot  of  ground  of  about  ten 
acres.  A\'e  soon  round  that  the  fires  answered  no  purpose, 
liut  that  two  .strong  men  taking  a  weaker  one  by  the  arms 
was  the  only  way  to  recover  hun.  and,  being  a  delightful 
day,  it  so(m  did.  l:>ut,  fortuiuitely,  as  if  designed  by  Prov- 
idence, a  canoe  of  Indian  squaws  and  children  was  coming 
up  to  town  and  took  thi'ough  part  of  this  plain  as  a  nigh 
way. 

"It  was  discovered  by  our  canoes  as  they  were  out  after 
the  men.  They  gave  chase  and  took  the  Indian  canoe,  on 
board  of  which  Avas  near  half  a  ([uarter  of  a  buft'alo,  some 
corn,  tallow,  kettles,  etc. 
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"This  was  a  grand  prize  and  was  invaluable.  Broth  was 
immediately  made  and  served  out  to  the  most  weakly,  with 
great  care ;  most  of  the  whole  got  a  little,  but  a  great  many 
gave  their  part  to  the  weakly,  jocosely  saying  something 
cheering  to  their  comrades.  This  little  refreshment  and 
fine  weather  by  the  afternoon  gave  new  life  to  the  whole. 
Crossing  a  narrow  deep  lake  in  the  canoes,  and  marching 
some  distance,  we  came  to  a  copse  of  timber  called  the 
Warrior's  Island. 

"We  were  now  in  full  view  of  the  fort  and  town,  not  ;i 
shrub  between  us,  at  about  t\\'o  miles'  distance.  Every  man 
now  feasted  his  eyes,  and  forgot  that  he  had  suffered  any- 
thing— saying  all  that  had  passed  was  owing  to  good  policy,, 
and  nothing  but  what  a  man  should  bear;  and  that  a  soldier 
had  no  right  to  think  &c.— passing  from  one  extreme  to 
another,  which  is  common  in  such  cases. 

"It  was  now  we  had  to  display  our  abilities.  The  plain 
between  us  and  the  town  was  not  a  perfect  level.  The 
sunken  grounds  were  covered  Avith  water  full  of  ducks. 
AVe  observed  several  men  out  on  horseback,  shooting 
them,  within  a  half  mile  of  us,  and  sent  out  as  many  of  our 
active  young  Frenchmen  to  decoy  and  take  one  of  these 
men,  prisoner,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  alarm  the  others,, 
v.'hich  they  did. 

"The  information  we  got  from  this  person  was  similar  to 
that  which  we  got  from  those  we  took  on  the  river,  except 
that  of  the  British  having  that  evening  completed  the  wall 
of  the  fort,  and  that  there  was  a  good  many  Indians  in 
town. 

"Our  situation  was  now  truly  critical  — no  ]>ossibility  of 
retreating  in  case  of  defeat — and  in  full  view  of  a  town 
that  had  at  this  time  upwards  of  six  hundred  men  in  it, 
troops,  inhabitants  and  Indians.  The  crew  of  the  galley, 
though  not  fiftv  men,  would  have  been  now  a  reinforce- 
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ment  of  innnoiise  niajiiiitiule  to  our  little  ;ii-iiiy  j  if  1  may  so 
call  it],  but  we  would  not  think  of  tlicin. 

"We  were  now  in  the  situation  that  I  liad  hihoi'cd  to  ^et 
ourselves  in.  Tlie  idea  of  l)ein^u'  uiade  prisoner  was  for- 
eign to  almost  every  man  as  they  expected  nothing  hut  tor- 
ture from  the  savages,  if  they  fell  into  their  liaiuls. 

"Our  fate  was  now  to  l)e  determined,  i)rohal)ly  in  a  few 
hours.  AVe  knew  that  notliing  but  the  most  dai-ing  conduct 
Mould  insure  success.  I  knew  that  a  numl)er  of  the  inhabi- 
tants wished  us  well  — that  many  were  lukewarm  to  the  in- 
terest of  either— and  I  also  learned  that  the  Grand  Chief, 
the  Tobacco's  son,  had,  but  a  few  days  before,  openly  de- 
clared in  council  with  the  British  that  lie  was  a  brother 
and  friend  to  the  Big  Knives. 

"These  were  favorable  circumstances,  and  as  there  Avas 
but  little  probability  of  our,  remaining  until  dark  undiscov- 
ered, I  determined  to  begin  the  career  immediately,  and 
"wrote  the  following  placard  to  the  inhabitants: 

"  'To  tJic  Inliabifiutts  of  Post  Vincenius:^ 

"  'Gentlemen— Being  now  within  two  miles  of  your  vil- 
lage, with  my  army,  determined  to  take  your  fort  this  night, 
and  not  being  willing  to  surprise  you,  I  take  this  method  to 
request  such  of  you  as  are  true  citizens  and  willing  to  enjoy 
the  liberty  I  bring  you,  to  remain  still  in  your  houses.  And 
those,  if  any  there  be,  that  are  friends  to  the  king,  will  in- 
stantly repair  to  the  fort  and  join  the  hair-buyer  general, 
and  fight  like  men.  And  if  any  such  as  do  not  go  to  the 
fort  shall  be  discovered  afterwards,  they  may  depend  on 
severe  punishment.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  are  true 
friends  to  liberty  may  depend  on  lieing  well  treated,  and  I 
once  luore  request  them  to  keep  out  of  the  streets.  For  ev- 
ery one  I  find  in  arms  on  my  arrival  I  shall  treat  him  as  an 
enemy. 

"  '[Signed]  G.  R.  Clark. 
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"I  had  various  ideas  on  the  supposed  results  of  this  let- 
ter. I  knew  that  it  eould  do  us  no  damage,  but  that  it 
would  cause  the  lukc-wann  to  he  decided,  encourage  our 
friends,  and  astonish  our  enemies.  We  anxiously  viewed 
this  messenger  until  he  entered  the  town,  and  in  a  few 
njinutes  could  discover  by  our  glasses  some  stir  in  every 
street  that  we  could  penetrate  into  and  great  numbers  run- 
ning or  riding  out  into  the  commons,  we  supposed  to  view 
us,  which  was  the  case.  But  what  surprised  us  Mas  that 
nothing  had  yet  happened  that  had  the  appearance  of  the 
garrison  being  alarmed — no  drum,  nor  gun. 

"We  ])egan  to  suppose  that  the  information  we  got  from 
our  prisoners  was  false,  and  that  the  enemy  already  knew  of 
us,  and  were  prepared.  A  little  before  sunset  we  moved 
and  displayed  ourselves  in  full  view  of  the  town — crowds 
gazing  at  us.  We  were  plunging  ourselves  into  certain  de- 
struction, or  success. 

"There  was  no  mid-way  thought  of.  We  had  but  little  to 
say  to  our  men  except  inculcating  an  idea  of  the  necessity 
of  obedience,  &c.  We  knew  they  did  not  want  encouraging, 
and  that  anything  might  be  attempted  with  them  that  [was] 
possible  for  such  a  number— perfectly  cool,  under  proper 
subordination,  pleased  with  the  prospect  before  them,  and 
much  attached  to  their  olficers. 

"They  all  declared  that  they  were  convinced  that  an  im- 
plicit obedience  to  orders  was  the  only  thing  that  would 
ensure  success— and  hoped  that  no  mercy  would  be  shown 
the  person  that  should  violate  them,  h^uch  language  as  this 
from  soldiers,  to  persons  in  our  situation,  nnist  have  been 
exceedingly  agreeable.  We  moved  on  slowly  in  full  view 
of  the  toAvn ;  but  as  it  was  a  point  of  some  consequence  to 
us  to  make  ourselves  appear  as  formidable,  we,  in  leaving 
the  covert  that  we  were  in,  marched  and  countermarched 
in  such  a  iiiaiiniM-  that  w(>  appeared  inuiicious. 
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"In  raising-  volunteers  in  tlie  Illinois,  eveiy  person  that 
set  abont  the  business  had  a  set  of  colors  liiven  him,  which 
they  bronght  with  tlicin,  1o  the  amounl  of  ten  or  twelve 
pair.  These  were  displayed  to  the  best  advantage;  and 
as  the  low  plain  we  marched  through  was  not  a  perfect 
level,  but  bad  frequent  raisings  in  it  seven  or  eight  feet 
higher  than  the  eounnou  level,  [whieb  was  covered  with 
water,]  and  as  these  i-aisiiigs  genei-ally  run  in  an  oblique 
direction  to  the  town,  we  took  the  advauLige  of  (me  of 
them,  marching  through  the  water  under  it,  which  com- 
pletely prevented  our  being  numbeivd ;  but  our  colors 
showed  considerably  above  the  heights,  as  they  were  fixed 
on  long  poles  ])rocui'ed  for  the  purpose,  and  at  a.  distance 
made  no  d'^spicable  appearance;  and  as  our  young  French- 
men had.  while  we  lay  on  the  Warrior'.-;  Island,  decoyed  and 
taken  several  fowlers,  with  their  horses,  officers  were 
mounted  on  these  hoi'ses  and  rode  al)Out  more  completely  to 
deceive  the  enemy. 

"In  this  manner  we  moved,  and  directed  our  iiiafcb  in 
such  a  way  as  to  suffer  it  to  be  dark  before  we  had  advanced 
more  than  half  way  to  the  town.  We  then  suddenly  al- 
tered our  direction,  and  ci'ossed  ponds  where  they  ccmld 
not  have  suspected  us,  ami  about  eight  o'clock  gained  the 
heights  back  of  the  town. 

"As  there  was  yet  no  h(istile  appearance  we  were  impa- 
tient to  have  the  cause  unriddled.  Lieutenant  Bayley  was 
ordered  with  fourteen  men  to  march  and  fire  on  the  foi't. 
The  main  body  moved  in  a  different  direction,  and  took 
possession  of  the  strongest  part  of  the  town. 

"The  firing  now  connnenced  on  the  fort;  but  they  did 
not  believe  it  was  an- enemy  until  one  of  their  men  was 
shot  down  through  a  port ;  as  drunken  Indians  frecpiently 
saluted  the  fort  aftei-  niulil.  The  drums  now  sounded,  and 
the  business  faii'lv  conunenceil  on   Ixitb  sides,      lieinforce- 
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ineiits  were  sent  to  tlie  attack  of  tlie  garrison,  while  other 
arrangements  were  making  in  town. 

"We  now  found  that  the  garrison  had  known  nothing  of 
US ;  that  having  finished  the  fort  that  evening  they  had 
annised  themselves  at  different  games,  and  had  just  retired 
before  my  letter  arrived,  as  it  was  near  roll-call.  The 
placard  being  made  public,  many  of  \\n-  iii1i;il)ilants  were 
afraid  to  show  themselves  out  of  the  houses,  for  fear  of 
giving  ofl'ence;  and  not  one  dare  give  information.*  Our 
friends  flew  to  the  commons  and  other  convenient  places 
to  view  the  pleasing  sight. 

"This  was  observed  from  the  garrison,  and  the  reason 
asked,  but  a  satisfactory  excuse  was  given;  and  as  a  pai-t 
of  the  town  lay  between  our  line  of  march  and  the  garri- 
son, we  could  not  be  seen  by  the  sentinels  on  the  walls. 
Captain  AV.  Shannon  and  another  being  some  time  before 
taken  prisoners  by  one  of  their  [scouting  parties]  and  that 
evening  brought  in,  the  party  had  discovered  at  the  Sugar 
caiiip  some  signs  of  us.  They  supposed  it  to  be  a  party 
of  observation  that  intended  to  land  on  the  height  some 
distance  below  the  town.  Captain  [William]  Lamotte  was 
sent  to  intercept  them.  It  was  at  him,  the  people  said  they 
were  looking,  when  they  were  asked  the  reason  of  their  un- 
usual stir.  Several  suspected  persons  had  been  taken  to 
the  garrison :  among  them  was  INIr.  Moses  Henry.  Mrs. 
Henry  went,  under  the  pretence  of  carrying  him  provisions, 
and  whispered  him  the  news  and  what  she  had  seen.  ]\[r. 
Henry  conveyed  it  to  the  rest  of  his  fellow  prisoners,  which 
gave  them  much  pleasure,  particularly  Captain  Helm,  who 
amused  himself  vei-y  nuu'h  during  the  siege,  and  I  believe 
did  much  damage. 

"Ammunition  was  scarce  with  us;  as  the  most  of  our 

*  "The  town  immediutely  surrendered  with  joy  and  assisted  at  the 
siege" — Letter  dated  Kaskaskia.  Ulinois.  Aiiril  29.  1770,  from  Col.  Clark 
to   the  Governor  of  Virginia.— Dillon. 
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stores  had  been  put  on  board  the  ^aHey.  Thoimli  her  ci'ew 
was  but  few,  such  a  reinforcement  to  us  at  this  time  would 
have  been  invaluabli^  in  many  instances.  But,  fortu- 
nately, at  the  time  of  its  being  reported  that  the  whole  of 
the  goods  in  the  town  were  to  be  taken  for  the  king's  use, 
[for  which  the  owners  wei'e  to  i-eceive  bills].  Colonel 
f  Jean  'SI.  LeGras]  Legras,  ]\[ajor  [Francis]  Bosseron,  and 
others,  had  buried  the  greatest  part  of  their  powder  and 
ball.  This  was  immediately  produced;  and  we  found  our- 
selves well  supplied  by  those  gentlemen. 

"The  Tobacco's  son  being  in  town  with  a  number  of  war- 
riors, immediately  mustered  them,  and  let  us  know  that 
he  wished  to  join  us,  saying  that  by  the  morning  he  would 
have  a  hundred  men.  He  received  for  answer  that  we 
th.anked  him  for  his  friendly  disposition;  and  as  we  were 
sui^ciently  strong  ourselves,  we  wished  him  to  desist,  and 
that  we  would  counsel  on  the  subject  in  the  morning;  and 
as  we  knew  that  there  were  a  inimber  of  Indians  in  and  near 
the  town  that  were  our  enemies,  some  confusion  might  hap- 
pen if* our  men  should  mix  in  the  dark;  but  hoped  that  we 
might  be  favored  with  his  counsel  and  company  during 
the  night — which  was  agreeable  to  him. 

"The  garrison  was  soon  completely  surrounded,  and  the 
firing  continued  without  intermission,  [except  about  fifteen 
minutes  a  little  before  day,]  until  about  nine  o'clock  the 
following  morning.  It  was  kept  up  by  the  whole  of  the 
troops,— joined  by  a  few  of  the  young  men  of  the  town,' 
who  got  permission — except  fifty  men  kept  as  a  reserve. 

"I  had  made  myself  fully  acquainted  with  the  situation 
of  the  fort  and  town,  and  the  parts  relative  to  each.  The 
cannon  of  the  garrison  was  on  the  upper  floors  of  block- 
houses at  each  angle  of  the  fort,  eleven  feet  above  the  sur- 
face; and  the  ports  so  badly  cut  that  many  of  our  troops 
lay  under  the  fire  of  them  within  twenty  or  thirty  yards 
of  the  walls. 
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'"■i'liey  did  no  damage  except  to  the  buildings  of  the  town, 
some  of  which  they  much  shattered;  and  their  musketry, 
in  the  dark,  employed  against  woodsmen  covered  by  houses, 
pailings,  ditches,  the  banks  of  the  river,  &c.,  was  Imt  of 
little  avail,  and  did  no  injury  to  us  except  Avouuding  a  man 
or  two.  As  we  could  not  atford  to  lose  men,  great  care  was 
taken  to  preserve  them  sufficiently  covered,  and  to  keep 
up  a  hot  fire  in  order  to  intimidate  the  enemy  as  well  as 
to  destroy  them. 

"The  embrasures  of  their  cannon  were  fi'('(|ucntly  shut, 
for  our  riflemen,  finding  the  true  direction  of  them,  would 
l)oui-  in  such  volleys  when  they  were  opened  that  the  men 
could  not  stand  to  the  guns;  seven  or  eight  of  them  in  a 
slioi-t  time  got  cut  down.  Our  troops  would  frequently 
abuse  the  enemy  in  order  to  aggravate  them  to  open  their 
ports  and  fire  their  cannon,  that  they  might  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  cutting  them  down  with  their  rifles — fifiy  of  which 
perhaps  would  be  leveled  the  moment  the  port  t\e\v  open; 
and  I  l)elieve  that  if  they  |had]  StOod  at  their  artillery  the 
part  of  them  would  have  been  destroyed  in  the  course  of 
the  night,  as  the  greater  part  of  our  men  lay  within  thirty 
yards  of  the  walls;  and  in  a  few  hours  were  covered  equally 
to  those  within  the  walls,  and  much  more  experienced  in 
that  mode  of  fighting. 

"Sometimes  an  irregular  fire,  as  hot  as  possible,  was  kept 
up  from  diffei-ent  directions  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
.only  a  continual  scattering  fire  at  the  ports  as  usual :  and  a 
great  noise  and  laughter  immediately  commenced  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  town,  by  the  reserved  parties,  as  if  they 
had  only  fired  on  the  fort  a  few  minutes  for  anuisement; 
and  as  if  those  continually  firing  at  the  fort  were  only 
regularly  i^elieved. 

"Conduct  similar  to  this  kept  the  garrison  eonslantly 
alarmed.     Thev  did  not  know  what  moment  thev  might  be 
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stormed  [or  l)l()\vii  vip.'l  as  tlioy  could  plainly  discover 
that  we  had  fiuui:'  uj)  soiiic  entreiichineiits  across  the  streets, 
and  appeared  to  I)e  frequi'iilly  very  l)usy  under  llif  haidv 
of  tlie  river,  which  was  within  tliirty  feet  of  the  walls. 

''The  situation  of  the  ina<ia/.ine  we  well  knew,  ('aptain 
Bownum  beii'an  some  wcn-ks  in  oi'dei-  to  blow  it  up,  in  case 
our  artillery  should  ari'ive:  hut  as  we  knew  that  we  were 
daily  liable  to  be  overpowered  by  the  numerous  bands  of 
Indians  on  the  river,  in  case  they  had  joined  the  enemy, 
[the  certainty  of  which  we  were  uiuuMpiainted  willrj  we 
resolved  to  lose  no  time,  but  t.o  tiet  the  fort  in  oui-  posses- 
sion as  soon  as  possible. 

"If  the  vessel  did  not  arrive  ])efore  the  ensuiu.u  ui.uht  we 
resolved  to  undermine  the  fort,  and  iixed  on  the  spot  and 
plan  of  execntinfi'  this  Avork,  which  we  iutemled  to  com- 
mence the  next  day. 

"The  Indians  of  different  tribes  that  were  inimical  had 
left  the  town  and  neiohborhood.  Captain  Lamotte  [Caj)- 
tain  William  Lamotte,  a  noted  Caiuulian  and  an  active 
British  partisan]  continued  to  hover  about  it,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  make  his  way  e()0(l  into  the  fort. 

"Some  time  before,  a  party  of  Avarriors,sent  by  ^Mr. Ham- 
ilton against  Kentuclvy,  [who]  had  taken  two  prisoners, 
was  discovered  by  the  Kickapoos,  who  gave  information 
of  them.  A  party  was  innnediately  detached  to  meet  them, 
which  happened  in  the  commons;  they  conceived  our  troops 
to  be  a  party  sent  by  ^h\  Hamilton  to  conduct  them  in, 
an  honor  couunonly  i)aid  them. 

"I  was  highly  pleased  to  see  each  party  whooping,  halloo- 
ing and  striking  each  other's  breasts  as  they  approached 
in  the  open  fields;  each  seemed  to  try  to  outdo  the  other 
in  the  greatest  signs  of  joy.  The  poor  devils  never  dis- 
covei-ed  their  mistake  until   too  late  f(U'  uuiny  of  them  to 
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escape.  Six  of  them  Avere  made  prisoners,  two  of  them 
scalped,  and  the  rest  so  wounded,  as  we  afterwards  learned, 
[that]  but  one  lived. 

"I  had  now  as  fair  opportunity  of  making  an  impression 
on  the  Indians  as  I  could  have  wished  for— that  of  con- 
vincing them  that  Governor  Hamilton  could  not  give  them 
protection  tliat  he  had  made  tliem  to  believe  he  could:  and, 
in  some  measure  to  incense  the  Indians  against  him  for 
not  exerting  himself  to  save  [their]  friends,  ordered  the 
prisoners  to  he  tomahawked  in  the  face  of  the  gai'rison.  It 
had  the  effect  that  I  expected. 

"Instead  of  making  their  friends  inveterate  against  us, 
they  upbraided  the  English  parties  in  not  trying  to  save 
their  friends,  and  gave  them  to  understand  that  they  be- 
lieved them  to  be  liars,  and  no  warriors. 

"A  remarkable  circumstance  happened  that  I  think  wor- 
thy our  notice.  An  old  French  gentleman,  of  the  name  of 
St.  Croix,  lieutenant  of  Captain  IMcCarty's  Volunteers 
from  Cohos  [Kahokia],  had  but  one  son,  M'ho  headed 
these  Indians  and  was  made  prisoner.  The  question  was 
put  whether  the  white  man  should  be  saved.  I  ordered  them 
to  put  him  to  death,  through  indignation,  which  did  not  ex- 
tend to  the  savages.  For  fear  he  would  make  his  escape, 
his  father  drew  his  sword  and  stood  by  him  in  order  to 
run  him  through  in  case  he  should  stir;  being  painted  [he] 
could  not  know  him. 

"The  wretch,  on  seeing  the  executioner's  tomahawk  raised 
to  give  the  fatal  stroke,  raised  his  eyes  as  if  making  his 
last  addresses  to  heaven,  cried  '0,  save  me!'  The  father 
knew  the  son's  voice.  You  may  easily  guess  of  the  agita- 
tion and  behavior  of  these  two  persons,  coming  to  the 
Imowledge  of  each  other  at  so  critical  a  moment. 

"I  had  so  little  mercy  for  such  murderers,  and  so  valnal)le 
an  opportunity  for  an  ('xaiiii)li'.  knowing  there  would  he 
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tho  greatest  solicitation  made  to  save  him,  that  I  imme- 
diately absconded  myself;  but  by  the  warmest  entreaties 
from  his  father,  who  iuid  Ix'liaved  so  exceedingly  well  in 
our  service,  and  some  of  the  oflicei's,  I  grantetl  his  lifi'  on 
certain  conditions. 

''Parties  alteinpted  in  vain  to  surpi'isc  liiiii.  A  few  others 
of  his  party  were  taken,  one  of  which  was  iNIaisonville, 
[Francis  Maisonville,  of  Kaskaskia|,  a  famous  Indian  par- 
tisan. Two  lads  that  captured  him,  lied  him  to  a  post  in 
the  street,  and  fought  from  behind  him  as  a  breastwork- 
supposing  that  the  enemy  Avould  not  fire  at  them  for  fear  of 
killing  him,  as  he  would  alarm  them  by  his  voice. 

"The  lads  were  ordered,  by  an  officer  who  di.scovered  them 
at  their  annisement,  to  nntie  their  prisoner,  and  take  him 
off  to  the  guard,  Avhich  they  did ;  but  were  so  inhuman  as 
to  take  part  of  his  scalp  on  the  way;  there  happened  to 
him  no  other  damage. 

"As  almost  the  Avhole  of  the  persons  who  were  most 
active  in  the  Department  of  Detroit,  were  either  in  the 
fort  or  with  Captain  Lamotte,  I  got  extremely  uneasy,  for 
fear  that  he  would  not  fall  into  our  power;  knowing  that 
he  would  go  otf,  if  he  could  not  get  into  the  fort  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  Finding  that,  without  some  unfore- 
seen accident,  the  fort  must  inevitably  be  ours,  and  that  a 
reinforcement  of  twenty  men,  although  considerable  to 
them,  would  not  be  of  great  moment  to  us  in  the  present' 
situation  of  affairs,  and  knowing  that  we  had  weakened 
them  by  killing  or  wounding  many  of  their  gunners,  after 
some  deliberation,  we  concluded  to  risk  the  reinforcement 
in  preference  of  his  going  again  among  the  Indians ;  the 
garrison  had  at  least  a  month's  provisions,  and  if  th(\v 
could  hold  out,  in  the  course  of  that  time  he  might  do  us 
much  damage. 

"A  little  ])efore  day  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
their  positions  about  the  fort,  except  a  few  parties  of  ob- 
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servation,  and  the  fii-iiig  totally  ceased.  Orders  were  given, 
in  ease  of  Laniotte's  approach,  not  to  alarm  or  fire  on  him, 
without  a  certainty  of  killing  or  taking  the  whole.  In  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  passed  within  ten  feet  of  an 
officer  and  a  party  that  lay  concealed.  Ladders  were  flung 
over  to  them,  and  as  they  mounted  them  our  party  shouted ; 
manj^  of  them  fell  from  the  top  of  the  walls— some  within, 
and  others  back ;  but  as  they  were  not  fired  on  they  all  got 
over,  much  to  the  joy  of  their  friends. 

"But,  on  considering  the  matter  they  must  have  been  con- 
vinced that  it  was  a  scheme  of  ours  to  let  them  in;  and 
that  we  were  so  strong  as  to  care  but  little  about  them  or 
the  manner  of  their  getting  into  the  garrison. 

"'riic  liring  iiinnediately  commenced  on  ])oth  sides  with 
double  vigor;  and  1  believe  that  more  noise  could  not  have 
been  made  by  the  same  number  of  men;  their  shouts  could 
not  be  heard  for  the  fire  arms;  but  a  continued  blaze  was 
kept  around  the  garrison,  without  much  being  done,  until 
about  daybreak,  when  our  troops  were  drawn  off  to  posts 
prepared  for  them,  about  sixty  or  seventy  yards  from  the 
fort. 

'"A  l()()i)-h()le  then  could  scarcely  be  darkened  but  a  rifie 
hall  \vould  pass  through  it.  To  have  stood  to  their  can- 
non would  have  destroyed  their  men,  without  a  probability 
of  doing  much  service.  Our  situation  was  nearly  similar. 
It  would  have  been  imprudent  in  either  party  to  have 
wasted  their  men,  without  some  decisive  stroke  required  it. 

"Thus  the  attack  continued,  until  about  nine  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  Learning  that  the  two  prison- 
ers they  had  brought  in  the  day  before,  had  a  considerable 
number  of  letters  Avith  them,  I  supposed  it  an  express  that 
we  expected  about  this  time,  which  I  knew  to  be  of  the 
greatest  moment  to  us,  as  we  had  not  received  one  since 
our  arrival  in  the  country,  and  not  being  fully  acquainled 
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with  the  character  of  onr  enemy,  we  were  d()iil)tfu]  lliat 
those  papers  mitzlil  hi'  destroyed;  to  iirevent  wliicli,  1  sent 
a  tiaii'.   I  with  a  Icltci'.]   (liMiiaiiditi'^  llic  -^ari-ison." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  lett(M-*  whieli  was  ad- 
dressed by  Colonel  Clark  to  Lieutenant  Covei'iioi'  llaiiiil- 
ton,  on  this  occasion  : 

"Sir:  In  order  to  save  youi'self  from  the  iiiipeudin.u' 
storm  that  now  threatens  you,  I  order  you  immediately 
to  snri'ender  yourself,  with  all  your  garrison,  stores,  &c., 
&c.  For  if  I  am  obliged  to  storm,  you  may  depend  on 
such  treatment  as  is  justly  due  to  a  nnirderer.  Beware  of 
destroying  stores  of  any  kind,  or  any  papers  or  letters  that 
are  in  your  possession,  or  hurting  one  house  in  town  — for, 
by  Heavens!  if  you  do.  thei'e  shall  be  no  mercy  shown 
you. 

[Signed,] 

"G.  R.  Clark.'' 

The  British  commandant  immediately  returned  the 
following  answer. 

''Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton  begs  leave  to  acquaint 
Colonel  Clark,  that  he  and  his  garrison  are  not  disposed 
to  be  awed  into  any  action  unworthy  British  subjects." 

"The  firing,  then,"  says  Clark,  "commenced  warmly  for 
a  considerable  time;  and  we  were  obliged  to  be  careful  in 
preventing  our  men  from  exposing  themselves  too  nuich, 
as  they  were  now  much  animated— having  been  refreshed 
during  the  flag. 

"They  frequently  mentioned  their  wishes  to  storm  the 
place,  and  put  an  end  to  the  business  at  once.  The  fii-ing 
was  heavy  through  every  crack  that  could  be  discovered 
in  any  i)art  of  the  fort.  Several  of  the  gan-ison  got 
wounded,  and  no  possibility  of  standing  near  the  embra- 

*  Extracted    from    Major   Bowman's   MS.    Journal.— Dillon. 
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sures.     Towarils  the  cvrninii-  a  Hag  appeaivd  with  the  fol- 
lowing proposals : 

"Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton  proposes  to  Colonel 
Clark  a  Iruee  for  three  days;  during  which  time  he  prom- 
ises there  shall  be  no  defensive  works  carried  on  in  the  gar- 
rison, on  condition  that  Colonel  Clark  shall  observe  on 
his  part,  a  like  cessation  of  any  defensive  work ;  that  is,. 
he  wishes  to  qonfer  with  Colonel  Clark  as  soon  as  can  be^ 
and  promises  that  whatever  may  pass  between  them 
two,  and  another  person  mutually  agreed  upon  to  be  present, 
shall  remain  secret  till  matters  be  finished,  as  he  wishes,  that 
whatever  the  result  of  the  conference  may  be,  it  may  tend 
to  the  honor  and  credit  of  each  party.  If  Colonel  Clark 
makes  a  difficulty  of  coming  into  the  fort.  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Hamilton  will  speak  to  him  by  the  gate. 

[Signed,] 

"Henry  Hamilton. 

"2-lth  February.  79." 

"I  was  at  a  great  loss  to  conceive  what  reason  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Hamilton  could  have  for  wishing  a  truce 
of  three  days,  on  such  terms  as  he  proposed.  Numbers 
said  it  was  a  scheme  to  get  me  into  their  possession.  I  had 
a  different  opinion,  and  no  idea  of  his  possessing  such 
sentiments;  as  an  act  of  that  kind  would  infallibly  ruin 
him. 

"Allliough  we  had  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  a  re- 
inforcement in  less  than  three  days  that  Avould  at  once 
put  an  end  to  the  siege,  I  yet  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  agree  to  the  proposals;  and  sent  the  following  answer: 

"Colonel  Chirk's  compliments  to  Lieutenant  Governor 
Hamilton,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him  that  he  will  not 
agree  to  any  terms  other  than  ]\Ir.  Hamilton's  sui-- 
i-endering  himself  and  garrison,  prisoners  at  discretion.     If 
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;^Fi'.    i!;iiiiilti)i)    is   desirous   of  a    conference   with   Colonel 

Clark,  he  will  meet  him  at  tlie  ehiii'eli,  with  Captain  Helm. 

"[Signed]  (J.  K.  c. 

"February  24th,   '7!»." 

"AYe  met  at  the  church*  about  eighty  yards  from  the 
fort— Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton,  IMajor  [John]  ITay, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Captain  Helm  their 
prisoner.  Major  Bowman  and  myself.  The  conference  be- 
gan. Hamilton  produced  terms  of  capitulation,  signed, 
that  contained  various  articles,  one  of  which  Avas  that  the 
garrison  should  be  suri-endered,  on  their  being  i)ermitted 
to  go  to  Pensacola  on  parole.  After  deliberating  on  every 
article,  I  rejected  the  whole.  He  then  wished  that  I  would 
make  some  proposition. 

"I  told  him  that  1  had  iKt  other  to  make,  than  what  T  had 
already  made — that  of  his  surrendering  as  prisoners  at  dis- 
cretion. I  said  that  his  troops  had  behaved  with  spirit- 
that  they  could  not  sui)pose  that  they  would  be  worse 
treated  in  consecjuenee  of  it— that  if  he  chose  to  comply 
with  the  demand,  though  hai'd,  perhaps  the  sooner  the 
better— that  it  was  in  vain  to  make  any  proposition  to 
me— that  he,  by  this  time,  nmst  be  sensible  that  the  gar- 
rison would  fall  — that  both  of  us  must  [view?]  all  blood 
spilt  for  the  future  by  the  garrison  as  murder— that  my 
troops  -were  already  impatient,  and  called  aloud  for  per- 

*  During  the  conference  at  the  church,  some  Indian  warriors  who 
had  been  sent  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  for  scalps  and  prisoners,  were 
discovered  on  their  return,  as  they  entered  the  plains  near  Post  Vin- 
cennes.  A  party  of  the  American  troops,  commanded  by  Captain 
"U'illiams.  went  out  to  meet  them.  The  Indians,  who  mistook  this 
detachment  for  a  party  of  their  friends,  continued  to  advance  "with 
all  the  parade  of  successful  warriors."  "Our  men,"  says  Major  Bow- 
man, "killed  two  men  on  the  spot,  wounded  three,  took  six  prisoners 
and  brought  them  into  town.  Two  of  them  proving  to  be  whites,  we 
released  them,  and  brought  the  Indians  to  the  main  street,  before  the 
fort  gate,  there  tomahawked  them,  and  threw  them  into  the  river." — 
Major   Bowman's    Ms.    Journal.— Dillon. 

-18 
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mission  to  tear  down  and  storm  the  fort ;  if  such  a  step 
was  taken,  many  of  course  would  be  cut  down :  and  the  re- 
sult of  an  enraged  body  of  woodsmen  breaking'  in,  must 
be  ol)vious  to  him ;  it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  aji 
American  officer  to  save  a  single  man. 

"Various  altercations  took  place  for  a  eonsidcrahlc  lime. 
Captain  Helm  attempted  to  moderate  our  fixed  dctermin- 
rtion.  I  told  him  he  was  a  British  i:>risoner.  and  it  was 
doublful  whether  or  not  he  could  with  propriety  speak 
on  the  subject. 

"llaiiiiltoii  then  said  tliat  ("aptjiiii  Helm  was  fi'om  that 
moment  liberated,  and  might  use  his  pleasure.  I  informed 
the  Captain  that  I  would  not  receive  him  on  such  terms 
— that  he  nuist  return  to  the  garrison  and  await  his  fate. 
I  then  told  Lieut.-Governor  Hamilton  that  hostilities  should 
not  commence  until  five  minutes  after  the  drums  gave  the 
alarm. 

"We  took  our  leave,  and  parted  but  a  few  stei)s,  when 
Hamilton  stopped,  and  politely  asked  me  if  I  would  be 
so  kind  as  to  give  him  my  reasons  for  refusing  the  garrison 
(^n  any  other  terms  than  those  I  had  offered. 

"I  told  him  I  had  no  objections  in  giving  him  my  real 
reasons,  which  were  simply  these :  that  I  knew  the  greater 
part  of  the  principal  Indian  partisans  of  Detroit  were 
with  him  — that  I  wanted  an  excuse  to  put  them  to  death, 
or  otherwise  treat  them,  as  I  thought  proper— that  the  cries 
of  the  widows  and  the  fatherless  on  the  frontiers,  which 
they  had  occasioned,  now  recjuired  their  blood  from  my 
hands,  and  that  I  did  not  choose  to  be  so  timorous  as  to 
disobey  the  absolute  commands  of  their  authority,  which  I 
looked  upon  to  be  next  to  divine ;  that  I  would  rather  lose 
fifty  men,  than  not  to  empower  myself  to  execute  this 
piece  of  business  with  propriety:  that  if  he  chose  to  risk 
the  massacre  of  his  garrison  for  their  sakes,  it  was  his  own 
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|)lr;is;ire:  and   thai    L   iiiiLiliI    pci-liaps  Like   it    into  mi\"   Ih'.-hI 
to  send  for  .some  of  tliose  w  idows  lo  see  it  exeeuted. 

"Majoi-  Hay  |John  Hay  of  Detroit  |.  i)ayiiiu  ui-cat  at- 
tention, 1  had  c.hsci'ved  a  kind  of  distrust  in  his  counte- 
nance, which  in  a  ui'cat  nicasui'c  inllnenccd  my  conversa- 
tion during-  this  tinjc  On  my  c()ncludin<i-,  "I'l'ay  sii','' 
said  he,  "A\'ho  is  it  that  you  call  I  ndian  partisans  .' '"  "Sii\  " 
I  replied,  "1  take  Majoi-  Ha.N'  to  he  one  of  the  pi'incipal. "' 

In  this  coiniection  the  editor  hei'c  will  inti-odnce  a  short 
parauraph  from  the  Journal  ol'  -John  !^(Mtli,  who  at  the  time 
in  (piestioiL  was  restraine*!  more  a  prisoner  than  a  free 
man,  at  IJeti'oit.  whither  he  had  Ixmmi  taken  on  account  of 
his  sympathy  with  tlie  Americans  while  a  tradei'  amotnj 
the  Indians.  He  says:  "One  day,  while  detained  at  the 
fort.  I  observed  some  soldiers  drawint;'  cannon  out  of  the 
fort  and  placing  them  on  the  l)anks  of  the  i-ivei-.  While 
I  was  rnniinatini:'  in  my  mind,  v.'hat  eotdd  ])v  the  meaning' 
of  this  singular  manoeuvre,  a  young  silversmith,  with 
Avhom  I  was  intimately  ae(iuainted.  came  and  asked  me  t:o 
walk  with  liim  and  see  tlu'm  fire  the  cannon.  1  walked  with 
him  to  the  place  whei'(>  they  had  carried  them.  When  we 
jsrrived  there  we  found  (iovernor  Hamilton  and  se\'ei"d 
other  British  officers  wlio  were  standing  and  sitting  ai'ound. 

"Immediately  aftei-  our  arrival  at  the  place,  the  Indians 
])roduced  a  large  quantity  of  scalps,  the  cannon  fired,  the  In- 
dians raised  a  shout  and  the  soldiers  waved  theii-  hats,  with 
huzzas  and  tremendous  shrieks,  which  last<Hl  some  time. 

"This  ceremony  being  ended,  tln^  Indians  brought  f<»r- 
wai'd  a  parcel  of  American  prisoniM's,  as  a  ifophy  of  lluur 
victories;  among  whom  wei'e  eighteen  women  and  (diildreiu 
I)oor  creatures;  dreadfully  mangled  and  emaciated:  with 
theii'  clothes  tattered  and  loiii  to  pieces,  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  hide  tluMr  nak'edness;  th.eir  legs  bai'c  and  stream- 
ing with  bloofl  ;  the  et'l'ects  of  beinu  loi'u  with  thoi'us, 
briars  and  brush. 
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"To  see  these  poor  people  dragged,  like  sheep  to  the 
slaughter  along  the  British  lines,  caused  my  heart  to  shrink 
with  throbbings  and  my  hair  to  raise  with  rage;  and  if 
ever  I  committed  murder  in  my  heart,  [Mr.  Leith  being 
a  very  religious  man]  it  was  then;  for  if  I  had  had  the 
opportunity,  and  had  been  supported  with  stren^h,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  killed  the  Governor,  who  seemed  to  take 
great  delight  in  the  exhibition.  j\Iy  business  hurried  me 
from  this  horrible  scene,  and  I  know  not  Avhat  became  of 
those  poor  wretches  who  were  the  miserable  victims  of 
savage  power."— H.  AY.  B. 

"I  never  saw  a  man,"  continues  Clark,  '"in  the  moment 
of  execution  so  struck  as  he  appeared  to  be — pale  and  treml)- 
ling,  scarcely  able  to  stand.  Hamilton  blushed — and,  I  ob- 
served was  much  affected  at  his  behavior.  Major  Bow- 
man's countenance  sufficiently  explained  his  disdain  for 
the  one  and  his  sorrow  for  the  other. 

"Some  moments  elapsed  without  a  word  passing  on  either 
side.  From  that  moment  my  resolutions  changed  respect- 
ing Hamilton's  situation.  I  told  him  that  we  would  return 
to  our  respective  posts;  that  I  Avould  reconsider  the  mat- 
ter, and  let  him  know  the  result ;  no  offensive  measures 
should  be  taken  in  the  meantime.  Agreed  to:  and  we 
parted.  AVhat  had  passed  being  made  known  to  our  offi- 
cers, it  was  agreed  that  we  should  moderate  our  resolu- 
tions. ' ' 

"In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  the  2-ith.  the  following- 
articles*  Avere  signed,  and  the  garrison  capitulated  : 

"I.  Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton  engages  to  deliver 
up  to  Colonel  Clark,  Fort  Sackville,  as  it  is  at  present,  with 
all  the  stores,  &c. 

"II.  The  garrison  are  to  deliver  tliemselves  as  pris- 
oners of  war;  and  march  out  with  their  arms  and  accou- 
trements, &c. 

*  Major  Bowman's  MS.  Journal.    Dillon. 
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"III.  The  yaiTisoii  to  he  dclivcivd  u])  at  ton  o'clock 
tomorroAv". 

"lY.  T]ii''.'(>  (lays'  liiuc  to  be  all(i\V((l  tlic  garrison  to 
settle  tlioii-  accounts  willi  Ihc  inliahilanls  and  traders  of 
this  place. 

"V.  The  officers  of  the  garrison  to  be  allowed  their 
neces-aiy  baiiga.ue,  &c. 

"Signed  at  Post  St.  Vincent  [Vincennes],  24th  Feb  A', 
1779. 

"Agreed  for  the  follo^\■ing  reasons:  'J'he  remoteness 
from  succor:  the  stale  and  qnantity  of  pi'ovisions,  &c.,  iin- 
anniiity  of  officers  and  men  in  its  expediency;  the  honor- 
able terms  allowed;  and  lastly,  the  confidence  in  a  gen- 
erous enemy. 

"[Signed]  Henry  Hamilton, 

" Li. -Gov.  and  Superintendent." 

"The  business  being  now  nearly  at  an  end,  troops  were 
posted  in  sevei-al  strong  honses  around  the  garrison,  and 
patroled  during  the  night  to  prevent  any  deception  that 
might  be  attempted.  The  remainder  on  duty  lay  on  their 
arms ;  and,  for  the  first  time  for  many  days  past,  got  some 
rest. 

"During  the  seige  I  got  only  one  man  wounded:  not  be- 
ing able  to  lose  many,  I  made  them  secure  themselves 
well.  Seven  were  badly  wounded  in  the  fort,  thi'ough 
ports.  Almost  every  man  had  conceived  a  favorabh^  opin- 
ion of  Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton— I  believe  what  af- 
fected myself  made  some  impression  on  the  whole — and  I 
was  hai)ny  to  find  that  he  never  deviated,  while  he  stayed 
Avith  us,  from  that  dignity  of  conduct  that  became  an  officer 
in  his  situation.  The  morning  of  the  25th  approaching, 
arrangements  were  made  for  receiving  the  garrison  [which 
consisted  of  seventy-nine  men],  and   a1)out  ten  o'clock  it 
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was  delivered   in  form;  and  evcfythiiiu'  was   iiimicdiatcly 
arranp-ed  to  llic  host  advanta<ie. 

"On  the  LlTtli  our  liallcy  arrived,  all  safe  — the  crew  iiiueli 
mortified,  although  they  deserved  great  credit  for  their 
diligence.  The}''  had  on  their  passage  taken  up  Williain 
Myers,  express  from  [the  Virginia]  government.  Thr  de- 
spatches gave  much  eneonragemcnl  ;  oui-  own  battalion  was 
to  be  completed,  and  an  additional  one  to  l)e  expected  in 
the  course  of  the  spring. 

The  editor  here  has  omitted  tlie  sununai'y  of  ^Ir.  Dillon, 
in  his  |)aragraph  at  tlie  beginning  of  Chajjter  Nine  of 
his  historical  notes,  and  substituted  instead,  the  following 
and  fuller  extracts  from  General  Clark's  ]\Iemoirs : 

lie  says  that  "finding  that  ten  boats  loaded  with  goods 
and  p!'ovisions  were  daily  expected  down  the  AYabash,  and 
for  fear  the  British  who  had  them  in  charge  would  get  the 
intelligence  and  return,  on  the  2Gth,  Captain  Helm,  and 
jMajors  Francis  Bosseron  and  Legras.  with  fifty  volun- 
teers, were  sent  in  three  armed  boats  in  pursuit  of  them. 

"IMarch  5th,  Captain  Helm,  Major  Bosseron  and  ]\Iajor 
Legras  returned  from  their  journey  up  the  river  with 
great  success.  They  came  up  with  the  enemy  in  the  night, 
discerning  their  fires  at  a  distance;  waited  until  all  was 
quiet;  surrounded  and  took  the  wdiole  prisoners  without 
firing  a  gun. 

"Those  gentlemen  were  oft'  their  guai-d.  and  so  little  ap- 
prehensive of  an  enemy  in  that  part  of  the  woi'ld,  that  they 
could  hardly  persuade  themselves  that  what  they  saw  was 
real.  This  was  a  valuable  ipri/e] — seven  boats  loaded 
with  pi'ovisions  and  goods  to  a  considerable  amount.  The 
provisions  were  taken  for  the  puldic,  and  the  goods  di- 
vided among  llie  whole  of  tiiem  ji.  e.,  Clark' 's  men]  except 
eight  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  ch^th.  This  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  soldiers,  as  I  told  them  that  the  State 
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Avoiikl  pay  them  in  inoiicy  their  proportions,  and  that  they 
had  izreat  |)leiity  of  ^oods.  Tliis  reservation  was  a  very 
valual)le  idea,  for  |oiir  recruits  eoiiiiiiu-  in  |  on  1  heir  arrival, 
what  I't'W  t  liffc  wei'f  of  t  In 'in  |  were  |  a  I  most  ciil  ii'dy  naked. " ' 

'I'lir  cditri-  (>|'  this  piil)l  icat  ion  has  a  iiiamiscript  autolii- 
o<_;r;iph\'  taken  (hiwn  by  hiiiiseH'.  of  1  lie  kite  -lohn  .M(d''all, 
who  was  horn  near  X'ineeinies  in  ITltS,  whei'e  he  livv'd  until 
1817.  He  told  the  editor  that  his  tirandfather,  Ralph  j\Iat- 
tis(^n.  was  one  of  (4enei'al  Clark's  soldiers  who  went  np  the 
Wahasli  with  ('ai)taiii  Helm  to  intercept  this  convoy,  and 
who  often  told  ]\IcFall,  his  '^i-andson.  that  llehii's  forces 
found  the  British  eonxoy  laying-  in  the  mouth  of  the  Big" 
Vermilion  river,  and  sui-pi'ised  them  in  the  ni^lit  time  and 
t<;ok  them  without  tii'in^'  a  shot.  —  II.  \V.  P>. 

"We  yet  found  ourselves."  says  Clark,  "uneasy.  The 
niunher  of  pris(niers  we  had  taken,  added  to  those  of  th(> 
o'arrison,  was  so  considei-ahle  when  compared  to  our  own 
numbers,  that  we  were  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  them, 
so  as  not  to  interfei'e  with  onr  fntnre  operations. 

"Detroit  (  pened  full  in  our  vievr.  In  the  fort  at  that 
place  there  were  not  more  than  eighty  men — a  g-veat  part 
of  them  invalids— and  we  were  informed  that  many  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  were  disatfected  to  the  British  cause. 
The  Indians  on  onr  I'onte  we  knew  would  now  more  than 
ever  be  cool  towards  the  Elniilish. 

"We  could  now  auiiinent  oui*  foi'ces  in  this  cpiarter  to 
al)out  four  hundred  men,  as  near  half  the  inhabitants  of 
Post  Vincennes  would  join  us.  Kentucky,  we  supposed, 
could  immediately  furnish  two  hundred  nu'u.  as  there  was 
a  certainty  of  receivin<i'  a  izreat  addition  of  settlers  in  the 
sprino'.  AVith  onr  own  st(U'es,  which  we  had  learned  were 
safe  on  theii'  passage,  added  to  those  of  the  British,  there 
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uould  not  be  a  single  article  wanting'  for  an  expedition 
against  Detroit. 

"We  privately  resolved  to  cinhi-acc  the  ol)jeet  that  seemed 
to  court  our  acceptance,  wilhoul  delay— giving  the  enemy 
no  time  to  recover  from  the  blows  that  they  had  received; 
but  we  wished  it  to  become  the  object  of  the  soldiery  and 
the  inli;ihi1;in1s  l)efoi-e  we  sIkiuM  say  anytliiii'j,'  a1)()ut  it. 

"It  immediately  ])ecame  the  conniioti  topic  among'  them; 
and  in  a  few  days  they  had  arranged  things,  so  that  they 
were,  in  their  imaginations,  almost  ready  to  march.  They 
were  discountenanced  in  such  conversation,  and  such 
measures  were  taken  as  tended  to  show  that  our  ideas  were 
foreign  from  such  an  attempt;  but  at  the  same  time  we 
were  taking  every  step  to  pave  onr  way. 

"The  quantity  of  public  goods  brought  from  Detroit 
added  to  the  whole  of  those  belonging  to  the  traders  of 
Post  Vineeiiiies,  that  had  been  taken,  was  very  consider- 
able. The  whole  was  divided  among  the  soldiery,  except 
some  Indian  medals  that  were  kept,  in  order  to  be  altered 
for  public  use. 

"The  officers  received  nothing,  except  a  few  articles  of 
clothing  that  they  stood  in  need  of.  The  soldiers  got  al- 
most rich.  Others  envied  their  good  fortune,  and  wished 
that  some  enterprise  might  be  undertaken,  to  enable  them 
to  perform  some  exploit.  Detroit  was  their  object.  The 
clamor  had  now  got  to  a  great  height;  to  silence  it,  and 
to  answer  other  i)ui'})oses,  they  were  told  that  an  army 
was  to  march  the  ensuing  sunuuer  from  Pittsbui'gh  to  take 
possession  of  Detroit. 

"On  the  7th  of  INIai'ch  Captains  Willianis  and  Rogers  set 
out  by  water  with  a  party  of  twenty-five  men,  to  conduct 
the  British  officers  to  Kentucky;  and,  farther  to  weak(^i 
the  prisoners,  eighteen  privates  were  also  sent.  After  their 
arrival   at   the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Oa])tain  Kogers  had  in- 
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structioiis  to  siipci'iiilciiil  llicir  roiilc  to  AVillianisl)ui"sh, 
to  furnish  tlieiii  wilh  ;tli  iiueessary  supplies  on  the  way, 
and  to  await  tlic  orders  of  the  Governor. 

"Poor  flyers,  the  express,  who  set  oul  on  llie  loili,  got 
killed  on  his  passage,  and  his  packet  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy;  but  I  had  been  so  nuich  on  my  guard  that  there 
was  not  a  sentence  in  it  thai  could  l)e  ol"  any  disadvantage 
to  us  for  the  enemy  to  know;  and  there  were  private  let- 
ters from  soldiers  to  their  friends,  designedly  written  to 
•deceive  in  case  of  such  accidents. 

■'This  was  customary  with  us  as  our  ex|)i-('sses  were  fre- 
quently surprised.  1  seiit  a  second  disi)atcli  to  the  Gover- 
nor, giving  him  a  short  but  full  account  of  what  had 
passed,  and  our  views.  I  sent  letters  to  the  connnandant 
of  Kentucky,  directing  him  to  give  me  a  certain  but  pri- 
vate account  of  the  number  of  men  he  could  furnish  in 
June^ 

"Early  in  the  month  of  March,  I  laid  before  the  officers 
my  plans  for  the  reduction  of  Detroit,  and  explained 
the  almost  certainty  of  success,  and  the  probability  of 
keeping  possession  of  it  until  we  could  receive  succor 
from  the  States. 

"If  we  awaited  the  ai'rival  of  th(^  trooj)s  mentione^l 
in  the  despatches  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  the 
onemy  in  the  meantime  might  get  strengthened ;  and  i)rob- 
ably  we  might  not  be  so  capable  of  carrying  the  1  post] 
Avith  the  expected  reinforcement,  as  we  should  be  with 
our  present  force,  in  case  we  were  to  make  the  attem])t 
at  this  time;  and  in  case  we  should  be  disap})ointed  in 
the  promised  reinforcement,  we  might  not  be  able  to  ef- 
fect it  at  all. 

"There  were  various  arguments  made  use  of  on  thi?^ 
delicate  point.  Every  ])ersoii  seemed  anxious  to  improve 
the  present  opportunity:   but    prudence  appeared  to  for- 
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bid  the  execution,  and  induced  us  to  wait  for  the  rein- 
forcement. The  arguments  tliat  appeared  to  liave  the 
greatest  weiglit  Avere.  that  with  such  a  force  we  miglit 
march  boldly  through  the  Indian  nations  — that  it  would 
make  a  great  [impression]  on  them,  as  well  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Detroit,  and  have  a  better  effect  than  if  we  were 
now  to  sli])  off,  and  take  tlie  place  with  so  small  a  force, 
—that  the  British  would  not  wish  to  weaken  Niagara  by 
sending  any  considerable  reinforcements  to  Detroit— that 
it  Avas  more  difficult  for  that  post  to  get  succor  from  Can- 
ada, than  it  was  for  us  to  receive  it  from  the  States  — 
that  the  garrison  at  Detroit  would  not  be  able  to  get  a 
reinforcement  in  time  to  prevent  our  executing  our  de- 
signs, as  we  might  with  propriety  expect  ours  in  a  fev." 
weeks;  — in  short,  the  enterprise  was  deferred  until  the 
—  of  June,  when  our  troops  were  to  rendezvous  at  Post 
Vincennes. 

"In  the  meantime  every  preparation  was  to  be  made,  pro 
curing  provisions,  &c.— and,  to  blind  our  designs,  the  whole, 
except  a  snmll  garrison,  should  march  innnediatcl\-  to  tlie 
Illinois;  and  orders  were  sent  to  Kentucky  to  prei)are  them- 
selves to  meet  at  the  appointed  time.  This  was  now  our 
proposed  plan,  and  directed  our  operations  during  the 
spring. 

"A  company  of  volunteers  fi'om  Detroit,  mostly  com- 
posed of  young  men,  was  drawn  up ;  and  when  expecting 
to  be  sent  off  into  a  strange  country,  they  were  told  that 
we  were  happy  to  learn  that  many  of  them  wei'e  torn 
from  tlu'ii-  lathers  and  mothers  and  forced  on  this  expedi- 
tion; otliers,  ignorant  of  the  true  cause  in  contest,  had 
engaged  from  a  principle  that  actuates  a  great  number 
of  men,  that  of  being  fond  of  enterprise ;  but  that  they 
now  had  a  good  opportunity  to  make  themselves  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  tlie  war.  which  they  might 
explain  to  their  friends— and  that  as  we  knew  that  send- 
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ing  them  to  the  Stnlcs,  wlifCf  they  would  he  couliiicd  in 
jail  probably  I'or  I  lie  eouivse  oi'  the  war,  wouKl  make  a 
great  number  of  our  friends  at  Detroit  unhappy,  we  had 
thought  propel',  for  their  sakes,  to  suffer  them  to  rdiini 
home.  &e.  A  great  deal  more  was  said  to  them  mi  this 
subjeet. 

"On  the  whole  they  wci'f  discharged  on  taking  an  oath 
not  to  bear  arms  against  Ameriea  until  exehaiiged.  They 
received  an  order  for  their  arms,  boats,  and  provisions,  to 
return  with;  the  boats  were  to  be  sold  and  divided  among 
them  when  they  got  home.  In  a  few  days  they  set  out; 
ajid  as  we  had  s|)ies  wdio  went  among  them  as  traders, 
we  learned  that  thry  made  great  havoe  to  the  British  in- 
terest, on  their  return  to  Detroit  —  publicly  saying  that 
they  had  taken  an  oath  not  to  fight  against  Americans, 
but  they  had  not  sworn  not  to  tight  for  them.  &c-.  —  and  mat- 
ters were  carried  to  such  a  height  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer thought  it  prudent  not  to  take  notice  of  anything  that 
was  said  or  done. 

"^Ers.  AlcComl),  who  kept  a  noted  boarding  house.  I  un- 
derstand, had  the  assurance  to  show  him  the  stores  she 
had  provided  for  the  Americans.  This  was  the  completion 
of  our  design  in  sutfering  the  company  to  return.  Many 
others  that  we  could  trust,  we  sutfered  to  enlist  in  the 
cause ;  so  that  our  charge  of  prisoners  was  much  reduced. 

"I  liad  yet  sent  no  message  to  the  Indian  tribes,  wishing 
to  wait  to  see  what  eif'ect  all  this  would  have  on  them. 
The  Piankeshaws.  hcMiig  of  the  tribe  of  the  Tobacco's  Son, 
were  always  familiar  with  us.  Pai't  of  the  behavior  of  this 
grandee,  as  he  viewed  himself,  was  diverting  enough.  lie 
had  conceived  such  an  inviolable  attachment  for  Captain 
Helm,  that  on  tinding  that  the  ("a])tain  was  a  prisoner, 
and  not  being  as  yi-t  able  to  release  him.  lie  declared  him- 
self a  prison(M'  also.  1I(^  joined  his  Itrother.  as  he  called 
Captain  Helm,  and  eontimially  l-:ept   with   him,  condoling 
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their  condition  as  prisoners  in  great  distress— at  the  same 
time  wanting  nothing  that  was  in  tlic  power  of  the  gari-isou 
to  furnish. 

"Lient<'naiit-(i()vernor  Ilaiiiilloii.  iaiowing  the  iiifhience 
of  Tobacco's  son,  was  extroinely  jeak)us  of  his  behavior,  and 
took  every  pains  to  gain  liim  l)y  presents,  &c.  When  any 
thing  was  presented  to  him,  his  reply  would  be  that  it 
would  serve  him  and  his  brother  to  live  on. 

"He  would  not  enter  into  council,  saying  that  he  was  a 
prisoner  and  had  nothing  to  say;  but  was  in  hopes  that 
when  the  grass  grew,  his  brother,  the  Big  Knife,  would 
release  liim  ;  and  when  he  was  free,  he  could  talk,  &c. 

"In  short,  ihey  could  do  nothing  with  him;  and  the  mo- 
ment he  heard  of  our  arrival,  he  paraded  all  the  warriors 
he  had  in  his  village  [joining  Post  Vincennes],  and  was 
ready  to  fall  in  and  attack  the  fort;  but  for  reasons  for- 
merly mentioned,  he  was  desired  to  desist. 

"On  the  loth  of  IMai'ch,  1779,  a  party  of  upper  Pianke- 
shaws  I  of  the  Vermilion]  and  some  Pottawattamie  and 
Miami  chiefs  [of  the  upper  Wabash]  made  their  appear- 
ance, making  great  protestations  of  their  attachment  to 
the  Americans;  begged  that  they  might  be  taken  under 
the  cover  of  our  wings,  and  that  the  roads  through  the  lands 
might  be  made  straight,  and  all  the  stumbling  blocks  re- 
moved; and  that  their  friends,  the  neighboring  nations, 
might  also  be  considered  in  the  same  point  of  view. 

"1  well  knew  from  what  jjrinciple  all  this  sprung;  and,  as 
1  had  Detroit  now  in  my  eye,  it  was  my  business  to  make 
a  straight  and  clear  road  for  myself  to  walk,  without  think- 
ing much  of  their  interest,  or  anything  else  but  that  of 
opening  the  road  in  earnest,  by  tiattery,  deception,  or  any 
other  means  that  occurred.  I  told  them  that  I  was  glad 
to  see  them,  and  was  happy  to  learn  that  most  of  the 
nations  on  the  Wabash  and   Omi    Ulaumeel    rivers   had 


CLARK'S  CONQUEST  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  27'.) 

proved  tliemselves  to  be  iiicii,  by  adliei'inf;'  to  tlie  treaties 
they  liad  made  with  tlie  Hiu-  Knife  last  fall,  cxeept  a  few 
weak  iiiiiids  Ilia!,  had  hccii  driudcd  by  Ihe  Kiii:lisli  fu  eome 
to  war-- that  I  did  not  know  exactly  who  they  were,  nor 
mnch  eared;  but  nnderstooil  they  were  a  band  ehietly 
composed  of  almost  all  the  tribes — such  people  were  to 
be  found  among  all  nations  — but  as  these  kind  of  peoi)le, 
who  had  the  meanness  to  sell  their  country  for  a  shirt, 
were  not  worthy  of  the  attention  of  warriors,  we  would 
say  no  more  about  them,  and  thiiik  on  subjects  more  be- 
coming us. 

"I  told  them  that  1  should  let  the  great  Council  of  Amer- 
icans know  of  their  good  behavior,  aiul  knew  that  they 
would  be  counted  as  friends  of  the  Big  Knife,  and  would 
be  always  under  their  protection,  and  their  country  se- 
cured to  them,  as  the  Big  Knife  had  laud  enough,  and  did 
not  want  any  more:— but,  if  ever  they  broke  their  faith, 
the  Big  Knife  would  never  again  trust  them,  as  they  never 
hold  friendship  with  a  people  that  they  find  with  two 
liearts;— that  they  were  witnesses  of  the  calamities  the 
British  had  brought  on  their  countries  by  their  false  as- 
sertions, and  their  presents,  which  was  a  proof  of  their 
weakness:  that  they  saw  that  all  their  boasted  valor  was 
like  to  fall  to  the  ground,  and  they  would  not  come  out  of 
the  fort,  the  other  day,  to  try  to  save  the  Indians  that 
they  flattered  to  war,  and  suffered  to  be  killed  [at  A^in- 
cennes]  in  their  sight ;  and,  as  the  nature  of  the  war  had 
been  fully  explained  to  them  last  fall,  they  might  clearly 
see  that  the  Great  Spirit  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  other- 
wise—that it  was  not  only  the  case  on  the  Wabash,  but 
everywhere  else— that  the.v  might  be  assured  that  the  lui- 
tions  that  would  continue  obstinately  1o  believe  the  English, 
would  be  dri\en  out  of  the  land,  and  their  countries  given 
to  those  wdio  were  more  steady  friends  to  the  Americans. 
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"1  told  them  that  I  expected,  for  Ihe  future,  that  if  any 
of  my  people  should  be  going-  to  war  through  their  coun- 
try, that  they  would  be  protected,  which  should  be  always 
the  case  with  their  people  when  among  us;  and  that  mu- 
tual confidence  should  continue  to  exist,  &c.,  &c. 

"They  replied,  that  from  what  they  had  seen  and  heard, 
they  were  convinced  that  the  Pilaster  of  Life  had  a  hand 
in  all  things— that  their  jieople  would  rejoice  on  their 
return— that  they  would  take  paijis  to  diffuse  what  they 
had  heard,  through  all  the  nations,  and  made  no  doubt 
of  the  good  effect  of  it,  &c.  — and  after  a  long  speech  in 
the  Indian  style,  calling  all  the  Spirits  to  be  witnesses, 
they  concluded  by  renewing  the  chain  of  friendship,  smok- 
ing the  sacred  pipe,  exchanging  belts,  &c.,  and  I  believe, 
went  off  really  well  pleased— [but  not  able  to  fathom  the 
bottom  of  all  they  had  heard,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
was  mere  political  lies]  —for,  the  ensuing  summer,  Captain 
Shelby,  with  his  own  company  only,  lay  for  a  considerable 
time  in  the  AYea  town  [of  Ouitanon]  in  the  heart  of  their 
country,  and  was  ti-eated  in  the  most  friendly  manner 
by  all  the  natives  that  he  saw;  and  was  frequently  invited 
by  them  to  join  and  plunder  what  Avas  called  'the  King's 
Pasture  at  Detroit.'  What  they  meant  was  to  go  and 
steal  hoi'ses  from  that  settlement. 

''Things  being  now  pretty  well  arranged,  Lieutenant 
Richard  Brashear  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
gai-rison,  which  consisted  of  Lieutenants  Bayley  and  Chap- 
line,  with  forty  picked  men— Captain  Leonard  Helm,  com- 
mandant of  the  town.  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  &c. 
—  Moses  Henry,  Indian  xVgent,  and  Patrick  Kennedy,  Quar- 
leiiiiaster.  Giving  necessary  instruction  to  all  persons  that  I 
left  in  office,  on  the  20th  of  ]\Iarch  I  set  sail  on  board  of  our 
galley,  which  was  now  made  pei-fectly  complete,  attended 
b\-  live  ariiied  l)oats.  and  seven1\'  men. 
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"The  watoi's  l)eiii':'  very  liiuh.  wo  soon  roaplicd  llic  Mis- 
sissippi; and  llic  winds  I'aNoritMj  us,  in  a  IVw  days  we  ar- 
rived safely  at  l\askaskia.  lo  tiie  iifeal  joy  of  oiii'  new 
friends,  ('ai)lain  (leoi'iie  and  eompniiy  wailin;.;'  lo  I'eceive  us. 

''On  our  passage  up  llie  Mississi{)pi  we  liad  observed 
several  Indian  camps,  wliieli  ai)))eai'ed  to  us  fresh,  but  had 
been  k^ft  in  great  eonlusion.  This  we  could  not  account 
for,  but  wei'e  now  inrorniccl  that  a  few  chiys  i)ast  a  party 
of  Delawai'c  warriors  came  lo  town  |Kaskaskia]  and  a])- 
peared  to  bi>  very  impudent —that  in  the  evening,  having 
been  drinking,  they  said  they  had  come  there  for  scalps 
and  would  have  them,  and  Hashed  a  t>un  at  the  breast  of  an 
American  woman  presiMit. 

"A  sergeant  and  pai'ty  thai  moment  passing  by  the  house, 
saw  the  confusion  and  rushed  in  ;  the  Indians  innnediately 
fled;  the  sergeant  pursued  and  killed  |some|  of  them.  A 
party  was  instantly  sent  to  rout  their  camps  on  the  river. 
This  was  executed  the  day  before  we  came  up.  which  was 
the  sign  Ave  had  seen. 

"Part  of  the  Delaware  nation  had  settled  a  town  at 
the  forks  of  the  AYhite  River,  and  hunted  in  the  countries 
on  the  Ohio  and  ^lississippi.  They  had.  on  our  first  ar- 
rival, hatched  up  a  kind  of  peace  with  us;  b-ut  I  always 
knew  tliey  were  for  open  war;  but  never  before  could  get 
a  {)roper  excuse  for  exterminating  them  from  the  coun- 
try, which  I  knew  they  would  be  loath  to  leave,  and  that 
the  othei-  Indians  wished  them  away,  as  they  were  great 
hunters  and  killed  u[)  their  game. 

"A  few  days  after  this.  Captain  Helm  informed  me,  by 
express,  that  a  party  of  traders  who  were  going  by  land 
to  the  falls,  were  killed  and  ])lundered  by  the  Delawares 
of  White  River— and  that  it  appeared  that  their  designs 
were  altogether  hostile,  as  they  had  received  a  belt  from 
the  s'reat  council  of  theii-  nation. 
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"I  was  sorry  for  the  loss  of  our  men;  otherwise  pleased 
at  wliat  had  liappened;  as  it  woukl  yive  me  an  opportunity 
of  sliowiu<j  the  other  Indians  the  hori-id  fate  of  those  who 
would  daie  to  make  war  on  the  Big  Knife — and  to  excel 
them  in  baibarity  I  knew  was,  and  is,  the  only  way  to  make 
war  and  gain  a  Jiame  among  the  Indians. 

"I  immediately  sent  orders  to  Post  Vincennes  to  uuike 
war  on  the  DelaAvares— to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  destroy  them— to  show  no  kind  of  mercy  to  the  men; 
but  to  spare  the  Avomen  and  children.  This  order  was 
executed  without  delay;  their  camps  were  attacked  in  every 
quarter  Avhere  they  could  be  found — many  fell,  and  others 
were  l)i'(iught  to  Post  A'^inceinies  and  put  to  death— the  wo- 
men and  children  secured,  &c. 

"The\'  immediately  applied  for  reconciliation;  l)ut  were 
informed  that  I  had  ordered  the  war— and  that  they  dare 
not  lay  down  the  tomahawk  without  permission  from  me; 
but  if  the  Indians  were  agreed,  no  more  blood  should  be 
spilt  nntil  an  express  should  go  to  Kaskaskia,  which  was 
iHnuediat(dy  sent. 

"I  refused  to  make  peace  with  the  Delawares.  and  let 
them  know  that  we  never  trusted  those  who  had  once  vio- 
lated their  faith;  but  that  if  they  had  a  mind  to  be  quiet, 
they  might;  and  if  they  could  get  any  of  the  neighboring 
Indians  to  be  security  for  their  good  behavior,  I  would 
let  them  alone;  but  that  I  cared  very  little  about  it,  &c.— 
[)riva1('ly  directing  Captain  Helm  how  to  manage. 

"A  council  was  called  of  all  the  Indians  in  the  neigh- 
borhood: my  answer  was  made  public;  the  Piankeshaws 
took  on  themselves  to  answer  for  the  future  good  conduct 
of  the  Dclawarcs;  and  the  Tobasco's  Son,  in  a  long  sj^eecli, 
informed  them  of  the  baseness  of  their  conduct,  and  how 
richly  they  had  deserved  the  severe  blow  they  had  met 
witli — that   he   had    given   thcMii    permission   to   settle   that 
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country,  but  not  to  kill  his  friends-that  (hey  now  sa\v 
the  l^io-  KjiilV  had  refused  to  make  peace  with  them;  but 
that  he  h.-ul  l.eeome  surety  for  their  good  couduet,  and 
that  they  might  go  and  mintl  their  hunting-and  thai  if 
they  ever  did  aiiy  more  mischief-pointing  to  the  sacred 
how  that  he  held  in  his  l,;,nd-which  was  as  much  as  to  say 
that  he  himself  wouKl  lur  tii.^  future  chastise  lliem. 

"Thus  ended  the  war  between  us  and  the  Dehi wares  in 
this  quarter  much  to  our  advantage;  as  the  nations  about 
said  that  we  were  as  brave  as  the  Indians  and  not  afraid 
to  put  an  enemy  to  death. 

"June  being  the  time  for  the  rendezvous  at  Post  Wn- 
eennes,  every  exertion  was  made  in  procuring  provisions 
of  every  species,  and  making  other  preparations.  1  re- 
ceived an  express  from  Kentucky,  wherein  Colonel  [John] 
Bowman  informed  me  that  he  couhl  furnish  tiii'ee  hun- 
dred good  men. 

"AVe  were  now  going  on  in  high  spirits,  and  dailv  expect- 
ing troops  down  the  Tennessee;  when,  on  the  -,\ve  were 
surprised  at  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Montgomerv  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  only-which  was  all  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  that  quart-er  in  a  short  time,  as  the  "re- 
cruiting business  went  on  but  slowly;  and  for  the  first 
time,  we  learned  the  fall  of  our  paper  money.  Things  im- 
mediately put  on  a  different  appearance. 

"We  now  lamented  that  we  did  not  march  from  Post 
Vuieennes  to  Detroit;  but  as  we  had  a  prospect  of  a  con- 
siderable reinforcement  from  Kentucky,  we  vet  flattered 
ourselves  that  something  might  be  done;  at  least  we  mi^dit 
manoeuvre  in  such  a  niann.M-  as  to  ke-p  the  .-nemy  in  hot 
water,  and  in  suspense,  and  i)revent  their  doina-  onr  fron- 
tiers much  damage.  ^Ye  w.nt  on  with  procuring  sup- 
plies. 

-19 
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'"J'liccr  is  (iiic  (•ii'cMiiislaiicc  \'('iy  (list I'cssiiiu-.  Iluit  dl'  oir.' 
moury's  beinu'  {lisci-etlitcd,  lo  all  intents  ami  purposes,  by 
the  iireat  nniiibei-  of  tradei-s  who  come  liei-e  in  my  absence, 
each  oiitiiidciiim'  llie  other,  »>'iving  prices  luikiiowii  m  this 
country  by  live  hundred  per  eeii).  by  which  tlie  jn'ople 
conceived  it  to  be  of  no  vahu-,  and  botli  Fi-ench  and 
Spaniards  i-efused  to  takc^  a  failhiiiu'  of  it.  Pi'ovision  is 
three  times  the  price  it  was  two  months  past,  and  to  be 
got  by  no  other  means  than  my  own  bonds,  goods,  or 
force. 

"Several  merchants  are  now  advaiu-inii-  considerable  sums 
of  their  own  property  rather  than  the  service  should  suf- 
fer, by  which  I  am  sensible  they  mnst  lose  greatly,  unless 
some  method  is  taken  to  raise  the  credit  of  our  coin,  or 
a  fund  to  be  sent  to  Orleans  for  the  ])ayment  ef  the  ex- 
penses of  this  place,*  and  did  not  yet  lose  sight  of  our 
object;  and,  in  oi'der  to  feel  the  pidse  of  the  enemy,  I 
detached  ^lajor  |  Godebory  Lienetot.  a  French  citizen  of 
Vincennes]  who  had  lately  joined  us,  and  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, u})  the  Illinois  riv'er — under  the  pretence  of  vis- 
iting our  friends;  he  was  instructed  to  cross  the  country, 
and  call  at  the  AVea  towns,  and  then  proceed  to  Post  Vin- 
cennes. making  his  observations  on  the  rotite.  This  we 
expected  would  ]>erfectly  cover  our  designs;  and  if  we  saw 
prudent,  we  might  on  his  return  ])roceed.  Eai'ly  in  June 
(N)loiu4  ]\Iontgomery  was  despatched  by  water  with  the 
whole  of  our  stores;  ^Major  |. Joseph]  Bowman  mai'cheti  the 
remainder  of  our  troops  by  land.  jNlyself.  with  a  party  of 
horse,  reached  Post  Vincennes  in  four  days,  where  the  whole 
safely  arrived  in  a  short  time  after. 

"Instead  ot  three  Inindred  men  from  Kentucky,  there 
a])peare(l    about    thii-ty    voliuite(>rs,    commanded    by    ('apt. 

*  Letter  dated  Kaskaskia,  April  29.  1779.  from  Col.  G.  R.  Clark  to  th'j 
Governor  of  Virginia.— Jefferson's   correspondence,   i.   454.— Dillon. 
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McGary.  The  loss  of  llic  cxpoditiou  was  too  oljvious  to 
hesitate  about  it.  Colonel  [John]  Bowman  had  turned 
his  attention  against  the  Shawanees  towns,  ;ind  got  re- 
pulsed, and  his  men  discouraged. 

"The  business,  from  the  first  had  been  so  conducted  as 
to  make  no  disadvantageous  impression  on  the  enemy,  in 
ease  of  a  disappointment  as  they  could  never  kiidw  wliether 
we  really  had  a  design  on  Detroit  or  only  a  finesse  to 
annise  them,  which  latter  would  appear  pi-obable.  Ar- 
ranging things  to  the  best  advantage  was  now  my  principal 
study.  The  troops  were  divided  between  Post  Vincennes, 
Kaskaskia,  Cahokia,  and  the  Falls  of  Ohio.  Colonel  ^Mont- 
gomery  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Illinois; 
IMajor  Bownuui  to  superintend  the  recruiting  business;  a 
number  of  officers  were  appointed  to  that  service;  and 
myself  [and  ^Ma.jor  Lienetot]  to  take  up  my  (piarters  at 
the  falls,  as  the  most  convenient  spot  to  have  an  eye  over 
the  whole." 

Thus  closes  the  detail  of  Colonel  Clark's  proceedings  at 
Post  Vincennes. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

By  Dillon.  —  During  the  years  1779  and  1780,  many 
causes  e(Milril)ute(l  to  attract  a  great  number  of  emigrants 
from  the  intei'ior  of  Virginia,  and  from  other  States,  to 
the  fertile  district  of  Kentucky.  (Three  hundred  large 
family  boats  arrived  at  the  Falls  cS  the  Oliio,  duruig  the 
spring  of  1780.  [Butler's  History  of  Kentucky,  9'J.|— Dil- 
lon). Among  these  causes  it  is  proper  to  reckon  the  achieve- 
ments of  Colonel  Clark  in  the  west,  the  temporary  triumph 
of  the  British  arms  in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the 
munificent  spirit  in  which  the  government  of  Virginia  in- 
vited adventurous  families  to  take  possession  of  the  rich  un- 
appropriated lands  which  it  claimed  in  the  regions  west 
of  the  Allegheny  mountains. 

The  danger  which  surrounded  the  first  English  settlers 
in  these  regions  began  to  abate.  The  ancient  Freneh  in- 
habitants of  the  new  county  of  Illinois  had  taken  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia. 

In  July,  1778,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  di- 
rected Brigadier-(ieneral  j\IcIntosh  to  collect  at  Pittsburgh 
a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  men  for  the  defence  of  the  west- 
ren  frontiers;  and  on  the  17th  of  September.  1778,  a  treaty 
of  peace,  friendshi]),  and  alliance  was  eoncluded  at  Fort 
Pitt,  between  commissioners  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  chief  men  and  deputies  of  the  Delaware  nation' 
of  Indians.* 

*  Laws  United  States,  i.  302.— Dillon. 
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In  tile  spi'iiiii'  ol'  177'.),  ("olont'l  John  Todd*  hcarinu'  llic 
conuuission  of  county  lieutenant  t'oi*  the  County  of  JUi- 
nois,  visited  Post  Yinceiuies  and  Kaskaskia  foi-  tlu»  purpose 
of  orgauiziny  a  temporary  governnicnl  aceoi-din^'  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly  of  N'ir^inia, 
of  October,  1778.  Oji  the  15th  of  June,  1779,  iMr.  Todd 
issued  the  following  proclamation  : 

'■Illinois  [County]  to-\vit:  Whereas,  from  the  fer- 
tility and  beautiful  situation  of  the  lands  bordering  upon 
the  ^lississippi,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  ^Val)ash  rivers,  the  tak- 
ing up  the  usual  quantity  of  land  herclofore  allowed  for 
a  settlement  by  the  government  of  Virginia,  would  injure 
both  tlie  strength  and  commerce  of  this  country  — I  do, 
therefore,  issue  this  proclamation,  sti'ictly  enjoining  all 
persons  whatsoever  from  making  any  new  settlements  upon 
the  fiat  lands  of  the  said  rivers,  or  within  one  league  of 
said  lands,  unless  in  jnanner  and  form  of  settlements  as 
heietofore  made  by  the  French  iiduibitants,  until  further 
orders  herein  given. 

"And  in  older  that  all  the  claims  to  lands  in  said  county 
may  be  full\'  known,  and  some  method  provided  for  per- 
petuating by  record  the  just  claims,  every  inhabitant  is 
required  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  lay  before 
the  person  in  each  district  appointed  for  that  purpose,  a 
memorandum  of  his  or  her  land,  with  copies,  of  all  their 
voucliers;  and  where  vouchers  have  never  been  given,  or 
are  lost,  such  depositions  or  certificates  as  will  tend  to  sup- 
port their  claims, — the  memorandum  to  mention  the  quan- 
tity of  land,  to  whom  originally  granted,  and  when — de- 
ducing the  title  through  the  various  occu])an1s  to  the  pres- 
ent  ])essessor. 

"The  number  cf  adv(Milui'ers  who  will  shortly  ovci'i'un 

*  The  same  who  later  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Licks.  Aug. 
19,   1782— H.    W.    B. 
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lliis  (•(iiuiliy  I'eiulei's  \hv  ;;l)()ve  iiietliod  necessary  as  well 
to  asecrtaiu  the  vacant  lands  as  to  guard  against  tres- 
passes which  will  probably  be  committed  on  lands  not  of 
record. 

'■(liven  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Kaskaskia.  the  loth 
of  June,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Conniionwealth,  1779. 

"John  Todd,  Jr." 

For  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  administration  of 
justice  a  court  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  was  in- 
stituted at  Post  Vincennes,  in  June,  1770.  The  court  was 
composed  of  several  magistrates.  Colonel  -I.  .M.  P.  Legi'as. 
having  been  appointed  connnandant  of  the  town,  acted  as 
president  of  the  court,  and  in  some  cases  exercised  a  con- 
trolling iutluence  over  its  proceedings. 

Adopting  in  some  measure  the  usages  and  customs  of 
the  early  French  commandants,  the  magistrates  of  the 
Court  of  Post  Vincennes  began  to  grant  or  concede  tracts 
of  land  to  the  French  and  American  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  to  different  civil  and  military  officers  of  the 
country.  Indeed  it  appears  that  the  court  assumed  the 
power  of  granting  lands  to  every  applicant. 

Before  the  year  1783,  about  twenty-six  thousands  acres 
of  land  wei-e  granted  to  different  individuals.  From 
1783  to  1787,  when  the  practice  was  stopped  by  Cxcneral 
ITarmar.  the  grants  amounted  to  twenty-two  thousand 
acres.*  Th(\v  were  given  in  tracts  varying  in  quantities 
from  four  hundred  acres  to  the  size  of  a  house  lot. 

Besides  these  small  concessions  there  were  some  grants 
of  tracts  several  leagues  scpiare.  The  commandant  and 
magistrates,  after  having  exercised  this  ]io\ver  for  some 
time  began  to  believe  that  they  had  the  right  to  dispose 

*  Letter  written  in  1700  from  ^^'inthrop  Sargent  to  George  Wash- 
ington. Letter  dated  Vincennes,  January  19.  1802.  from  Gov.  Harri- 
son to  James  Madison.— Jefferson's  correspondence,  1-163.  The  above 
group   of   notes   are   by   Dillon. 
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of  all  thai  lafLic  tract  of  land  wliicli.  in  17412.  had  been 
>iTaii1ed  by  the  Tiaida'sliaw  Indians,  lor  the  nse  of  the 
Freni'h    intiabi1an1>   di'    Tost    N'incfiiiifs. 

'' Aeeofdinitly  an  afi'an^rincnt  was  made,  by  which  tlie 
whole  country  to  which  the  Indian  tith'  was  snpi)osed  to 
be  extinf;'nished,  was  divided  between  the  iiienil)ers  of  the 
(■(ini't.  and  nrdcis  to  that  cfrcct  entered  on  tlieii'  jouiind  ; 
each  meiiibei-  absentin^i;'  hiiiiseH'  from  the  Court  on  the  day 
that  the  (ir(h'i-  was  to  be  made  in  his  favor,  so  that  it  might 
appear  to  be  the  act  of  his  i'eHows  oidy." 

By  the  Editor.  — ^Meanwh.ile  the  partisans  of  Detroit  with 
such  savages  as  they  conld  stdl  hold  to  their  allegiance, 
carried  on  more  organized  attacks  on  Kentucky,  whose 
people  in  !arg(>  force,  made  several  iiicnrsions  against  the 
Shawuees  in  Oliio  and  bnrned  thiMr  villages  on  ]Mud  River 
and  the  ]\Iiamis. 

Nor  did  this  war  enil  with  that  of  the  Revoluticn:  but 
the  Virginians  and  French  of  the  Illinois  held  the  country 
involved  until  it  was  conceded  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  great  statesman.  Jel'lei'son,  early  foresaw  what  might 
be  the  result  of  Clark's  campaign,  saying  it  "would,  if 
successful,  have  an  important  bearing  ultimately  in  es- 
tablishing the  northwestern  boumlary. "  And  it  did.  — 11. 
W.  B. 
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*Canadian  AKciinKs,  Series  B,  Vol.  5,  V.  1'.]. 
[Gage  to  IIaldimaxd.] 

New  Yoiv'K    Marcli  l(i.  177:2. 

Sir  1  have  now  the  satisfaetion  to  acquaint  you  tliat 
it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  the  battery  should  be  completed 
and  made  durable,  and  tliat  ])arfaoks  shouhl  l)e  built  foi-  the 
troops  at  Pensaeola. 

With  reg'ard  to  the  batteries,  I  believe  there  is  notliing 
more  to  be  done  to  make  them  lasting  but  to  pile  their 
foundations  and  to  face  them  with  masonry. 

I  have  further  considered  your  proposal  to  build  block 
houses  for  lodging  the  troops,  and  to  raise  a  building  for 
the  officers  of  the  Regiment  and  these  at  the  Garrison.  I 
believe  upon  the  whole  it  will  be  the  best  method,  but  the 
block  houses  should  be  made  as  airy  as  possible  and  not 
crowded  Avith  too  many  men.  You  will  find  in  the  roll 
which  is  sent  by  this  opportunity,  a  draught  of  a  block 
house  of  Captain  Sowers'  invention,  to  let  in  air,  which  if 
you  approve  of  and  nothing  better  can  l)e  contrived  you 
will  order  to  be  executed.  And  that  the  men  may  have 
room  sufficient,  I  propose  a  seventh  block  house,  as  you  will 
observe  in  the  plan  sent  you.  But  if  you  judge  it  useless, 
you  will  act  for  the  ])est. 

I  don't  think  we  could  build  block  houses  cheaper  than 
those  made  at  the  batteries  and  should  be  glad  you  would 
direct  th(>  Engineer  to  make  the  same  contract   for  those 

*  The  following  letters  [pages  290-457]  are  literal  copies  taken  from 
letters  in  tiie  Canadian  Archives  at  Ottawa. 


LETTERS  FROM  CANADIAN  ARCHIVES      2*Jl 

that  are  to  be  built  as  was  made  for  the  others.  But  if 
tlie  situation  of  Pensaeohi  is  more  fav()ural)le  tlian  that  of 
the  liai'I)i»iii'  I'oi'  briimiii":'  maleriais  or  liiuliii'4  workmen,  in 
tliat  case  an  abatement  sliould  be  made  in  the  price.  They 
nuist  be  built  of  seasonable  timber  and  the  sooner  they 
are  lieg'un  the  l)etter. 

A  plan  111'  the  liuililinu'  jn'oposed  for  the  ot'liccrs  of  the 
Regiment  and  (iari-isou  is  also  sent  herewith,  and  we  must 
begin  it  and  finish  it  as  soon  as  we  can. 

You  will  be  so  good  to  order  the  Engineer  to  prepare  the 
lime  and  brick  for  the  foundation,  chimines  |chiunieys],  &c., 
and  if  he  can  begin  the  foundation  the  better,  and  he  will 
send  information  innnediatel}'  of  the  number  of  masons  you 
will  want  from  this  i)lace  and  what  time  they  should  be  with 
you. 

The  tindjer  for  tliis  l)uilding  should  be  well  seasoned. 
Capt.  Sowers  tells  nie  you  had  a  great  deal  of  timber  cut, 
but  that  it  may  have  been  applied  to  other  purposes.  If  it 
is  expended,  more  timber  must  be  procured,  and  cut  at  the 
time  of  year  when  the  sap  is  down.  You  see  that  we  shall 
want  information  also  in  this  respect,  and  to  know^  what 
number  of  carpenters  will  be  required  from  this  place  and 
the  time  they  shou.ld  ])e  at  Pensacola. 

You  will  order  Lieut.  Ilutchins  to  draw  bills  upon  the 
Chief  Engineer  for  the  expenses  attending  these  works,  but 
all  his  drafts  must  fii'st  have  your  approbation,  and  all  his 
accounts  also  approved  In'  you.  This  method  will  be  regu- 
lar and  save  me  a  deal  of  trouble. 

The  fate  of  Vov\  Chartres  is  decided.  It  will  be  aban- 
doned and  a  body  (;f  troops  posted  at  Kashaskies.  I  be- 
lieve nothing  useful  could  be  sent  you  from  thence  that 
would  bear  the  expense  of  carriage  to  I'ensacola.     There  is 
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;i  .ualloy  said  to  Ix'  <^()( d  ami  well  contrived,  but  1  don't 
know  if  slu'  could  s^o  l)y  sea  from  the  .Mississippi  to  Pensa- 
cola. 

Tjioutcuatil    Tlulcliins  can   iiivc  you  llic  l)cs1    infofmation 
about  it. 

I  am  witb  iiicat  i-t\uai-d  and  esteem.  Sii\ 

Your  most  obedient,   bumble  servant. 

Tiios.  Gage. 
To  DuKiADiER  (Jexek.m,  Halulmand, 
Pensacola. 
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Caxaujax  .ViJciiivEs,  Series  B,  Vol.  (Jl),  P.  '210. 

X.  Oki.eaxs.  July  <i.  177:^. 

[/Willing  T(t  llAi.DLAiAXD] . 

Sir— At  the  request  of  my  Brother,  Thoiiuis  Williuu.  Es(i., 
of  Philadelphia  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
to  acquaint  you  with  my  arrival  here  with  a  barge  of  goods 
suitable  to  the  Indian  Ilinois  trade,  for  account  of  ^lessrs 
Willing  &  Morris  &  Co.,  and  finding  since  my  arrival  that 
Major  H.  Hamilton  and  the  troops  had  destroyed  Fort 
Chartis  and  abandoned  it  witli  all  tlie  troops  except  fifty 
men  who  remained  to  protcM-t  the  Inhabitants  until  they 
could  remove  their  effects',  I  think  it  most  prudent  to  form 
some  plan  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Company,  and  I  being  as- 
sured by  my  Brother  that  I  might  rely  on  your  friendship 
and  protection.  &c.,  have  to  request  of  you  to  get  me  a  per- 
mission to  trade  and  settle  a  Plantation  and  Place  of  Trade 
upon  the  River  Pearlat,  9  or  10  leagues  from  New  Orleans 
on  the  English  side  of  the  Lake. 

I  propose  setting  otf  tomorrow  with  my  goods  to  i\Ians- 
hack  and  there  to  stay  with  my  goods  untill  further  hear 
from  you,  or  get  permission,  the  last  of  which  your  friend 
T.  \V.  will  gladly  pay.  Should  theri^  be  any  seeurity  nec- 
essaiy,  \V.  &  ^lorris  will  be  security,  or  I  make  no  doubt 
you'll  receive  or  have  received  from  my  Brother  mentioning 
me  to  you:  if  so,  1  h(t()e  thciv  will  Ix'  no  difficulty,  as  you'll 
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untloiibtedJy  <^raiit  him  tliat  fav'r.  Should  be  ^lad  of  a 
Jme  from  you  with  a  letter  of  Recommendation  to  the  Ofli- 
cers  lip  the  River  under  your  Command,  will  ohliui'  vdur 

Vei-y  li'iiililc  Servant,  &c., 

James  AVirj.iXG. 

To  I^RiGADiER  General  IIaldimand, 

At  Pensaeola. 

Endorsed:  James  Willini^',  Julv  (i.  "72. 


LETTERS    FRU.M    CANADIAN    ARCHIVES  -Jl).") 


Canadian'  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  185,  P.  2. 
[Bentley  to  Carleton]. 

Illinois  Pt. 

To  His  Excclltncy.  (Jciu  rai  Caiitati,  Governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Canada,  etc.,  etc.,  etc..  Residing  at  Quebec: 

The  petition  oi*  l^aniel  ^lurray.  Agent  for  the  Coiiti'aet- 
oi's,  l^atriek  Kennedy  and  Thomas  Bentley,  all  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Kaskaskia,  in  the  Country  aforesaid,  Alerehants, 
Ininibl}^  showetli : 

That  sinee  Captain  Hugh  Lord's  departure  from  this 
country  and  ^Ir.  De  Recheblave  being  vested  with  the 
<Jovernment.  we.  your  humble  petitioners  and  His  Majesty's 
most  faithful  Subjects,  find  to  our  most  bitter  grief  our 
liberties  trampled  upon  and  common  justice,  in  almost  all 
cases,  refused  us.  That  on  our  presuming  to  remonstrate 
against  such  injustice,  the  said  ^Ir.  De  Roeheblave  will  not 
listen  to  us,  informing  us  that  such  are  the  laws  of  France, 
Avliieh  he  orders  us  to  follow,  telling  us  he  knows  no 
other,  refusing  the  English  laws  proclaimed  here  by  Colonel 
John  Wilkins  and  hitherto  followed  by  his  successors  to  the 
command,  that  we  being  the  only  English  ^Merchants  oi'  in- 
habitants of  this  place,  we  take  the  liberty  to  represent  to 
y(-u  oui-  unhappy  situation,  and  lay  our  grievances  before 
you.  h(ii)iiig  from  you  a  speedy  and  innuediate  redress,  for 
without  such  "twill  be  impossible  for  an  Englishman  to  re- 
main in  this  country,  as  tlie  said  .Mr.  De  Roeheblave  is  daily 
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iiiipcsing  upuii  US,  by  refusing'  the  appointment  of  oiir  suits 
and  denyinu'  us  the  justice  Avhich  by  Law  and  Equity  we 
have  a  ri.uht  to  demand  at  his  hands,  both  for  the  security 
of  our  property  as  well  as  our  persons,  neither  of  which 
we  look  upcm  to  b(^  safe  unfjer  liis  yoverniiienl.  As  En?- 
lisliiii'Mi  ;iii(l  luiulish  laws  ;ii'c  1o  (nii-  Lii'cat  iiioi-tification 
despised  by  the  public  in  general,  and  appears  to  be  so 
by  the  said  Mr.  l)e  Rocheblave  in  particulai-.  That  with 
such  inhabitants  as  we  happen  to  have  any  controversy 
respecting  accounts  or  demands,  unavoidable  in  business,  he 
acts  in  the  first  place  as  Counsel  for  such  against  us.  and 
afterwards  as  Judge.  He  one  day  decides  a  matter  in  our 
favour  and  immediately  issues  out  a  sentence  in  favour 
of  the  opposite  party.  That  ccuitrary  to  our  wise  consti- 
tution and  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  IMerchant,  he  acts 
in  the  capacity  of  a  Trader,  buying  and  selling  goods  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  and  has  been  known  to  make  proposals 
for  the  purchasing  of  a  cargo  [last  summer]  to  a  very 
considerable  amount,  which  he  would  have  eft'eeted  had  his 
credit  been  equivalent  thereto. 

I'ul)lie  advertisements  with  respect  to  property  he  orders 
m  a  most  arbitrary  manner  to  be  torn  down,  which  he 
has  been  knewn  to  do  twice  in  one  day.  Protest  and  ap- 
peal from  his  sentence  he  pays  no  regard  to,  seizing  notwith- 
standing of  such  for  the  payment  agreeable  to  his  sentence, 
refusing  undeniable  security. 

He  forbids  the  trading  of  liquor  to  savages  under  the 
severe  penalty  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  those  very 
savages,  notwithstanding  such  orders,  being  constantly 
drunk  wiien  in  the  village:  upon  an  in(|uiry  made,  accused 
[him  I  even  to  his  face  of  being  the  ])erson  that  intoxicated 
them  with  Rum  or  Tatt'id,  which  they  said  he  bartered  to 
them  for  beavers,  otters,  etc.  « 
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Such  is  liis  parlialilN'  in  l'a\(mi'  d'  1lh^  l<"'n  ncli  that  upon 
tlio  cippfdacli  of  sawiLr^'s  ('(niiiiiu-  lo  war  aiiaiiisl  tlicii-  cii- 
I'liiics  last  Npi'iii'j.  l;c  sent  (Mil  a  parly  ol'  tiicii  iiiidcr  b'l'eiu'li 
colours  to  know  the  closoiun  nl'  I  heir  cuniiii^-.  Tliat  such  ])ai'- 
titility  is  not  to  ])o  woncU'icd  al  when  we  consider  Ihat  tlic 
said  Ml'.  I)t'  Ivochchlavf,  on  lliis  country  hciim  taken  pos- 
session ol'  hy  tht'  Kuiilish,  abandoned  his  |)i'opei'ty  here  and 
preferred  llie  Spanish  li;■o^■el■nnlen1  to  ours,  taking  the  oath 
oi'  alh'Liianee  thereto. 

That  it  is  not  within  the  ('(inni/anee  of  any  pei'son  in  the 
country,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  that  the  said  ]\Ir.  f)e 
Roehbhive  lias  ever  been  (|ualilied  b\-  takiuii'  the  oaths  ol' 
allegiance  and  Supremacy  ])re\'iously  necessary  toward  tlic 
holding  of  such  an  oflice. 

That,  abstracted  from  all  nuinner  of  prejudice  whatso- 
ever, we  do  luit  look  ujxin  the  said  Mr.  De  Rocheblave  from 
liis  behaviour  at  all  times  and  ])artiality  against  us  on  all 
occasions,  to  be  by  any  means  an  P^nglishman's  friend,  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  throw  aspei'sions  upon  the  character  of 
some  of  us  without  the  least  fomidation  |  and  merely  there- 
1iy  inteiifling  to  veil  his  own  ini(|uitious  practice],  (  jx'idy 
ce)untenancing  known  Villians  in  opixisition  against  us,  and 
even  encouraging  the  Savages  to  rob  (uir  boats,  whose  sole 
motive  was  trading  amongst  them  in  their  winter  grounds. 
That  ]\lr.  Murray,  one  of  your  humble  petitioners,  acting 
here  as  Agent  for  the  Contractors,  applied  to  Mr.  De  Roche- 
blave to  oblige  Mr.  Viviat.  a  ^NFei'diant  in  this  place  |  who 
had  obtained  a  Certihcale  from  ('a])tain  Lord]  on  the  said 
^lui-ray"s  name,  on  his,  the  said  ('a|)tain  Lord's,  heaving 
this,  implying  that  he  had  already  bought  ])rovisions 
sufficient  foi-  the  subsistence  of  two  Companies  of  Soldiers 
for  twelve  months,  to  lodge  Ihe  sanu*  accoi-ding  to  the  said 
Certificate,  which  he  hitherto  has  refused  to  do.  notwith- 
slandiuL;'  it   was  rurthei-  enforced  in  consequence  of  a  Lieu- 
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tenant  (iovernor's  coming  to  J*()st  Vincennes  who  might 
have  occasion  for  the  same,  yet  the  same  application  was  of 
no  effect. 

We  liumbly  hope  that  your  Excelh'ney  will  be  kind 
enough  to  compassionate  our  sitiuition  and  grant  us  such 
redress  and  that  in  the  most  speedy  manner  possible,  as 
British  Subjects  have  a  right  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  an 
English  Governor,  and  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  ])ound, 
will  ever  pray. 

Dated  at  Kaskaskia  lOth  April,  1777. 

T.  Brentley   [Bextley]. 
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^riSlI.AMACKlXAC,  Isl   Aiiuust.  1777. 

[Bentley  to  ^IurravI. 

Dear  Sir — 1  \w\)o  this  will  Hiid  you  on  youi-  i-cturii  i'roni 
Post  Vincent  and  doubt  uot  but  that  you  will  have  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  onr  eoniplaints  at2:'ainst  ^Ir.  Dc  l^iehe- 
blave  to  Gov.''"  Abbott,  as  you  ])i-oposed.  Little  did  [ 
think  it  -would  have  beeonie  so  very  necessary,  beine:  utterly 
iiinorant  of  the  mischief  tliis  man  was  hatchin«i'  against  me. 
You  will  ])lainly  perceive  that  he  lias  done  this  in  order  to 
get  the  start  of  me,  tliinking-  by  such  means  to  throw  dis- 
credit on  my  report.  You  see  what  Villainy  the  mind  of  man 
is  capable  of.  But  what,  iii(h't'd.  may  we  not  ex])ect  of  a 
man  like  him,  after  havin^i'  taken  the  oath  of  allec'iance  to 
the  three  kino'doms  of  France,  Spain  and  Great  Britain  I 
Snch  a  man  would  not,  in  my  mind,  hesitate  on  the  ari'ival 
cf  the  Americans  to  enlist  himself  nnder  their  baiuier,  and 
even  to  be  one  of  the  first  to  do  so. 

Yon  must  know  that  T  am  now  a  prisoner,  liochblave 
liavinu'  accused  me  of  such  cori'espondence  with  the  Ameri- 
cans as  occasioned  INIajor  De  Peyster,  who  counuauds  at 
this  place,  to  pnt  me  in  custody  oti  my  arrival  hei'e. 

I  am.  tliei'efere,  in  consiMiuence  tliereof,  conlined  to  the 
fort,  nor  am  I  yet  ac<|uainte(l  witli  the  partieulars  of  my 
accusation.  Bonner  is  I  l)clie\(\  my  accuser,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Rochblave,  and  \i  u  well  know  how  they  botli 
stand  alTccted  towards  me:  that  nothinu'  will  be  wanting" 
—20 
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on  their  pai'ts  to  complete  my  ruin.  However,  I  rely  entire- 
ly on  my  iimoecnice  to  extricate  me  from  this  dilemma,  as 
(iod  Aliiii'jhly.  who  knuws  my  inmost  thoutiht.s  and  actions, 
Isiiows  likewise  1  do  not  deserve  such  treatment. 

r  hey  the  favour  that  on  receipt  of  this  you  will  write  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  at  Post  Vincent,  desiring  he  will  for- 
ward the  same  to  the  Governor  at  Detroit,  wherein  you  will 
please  to  mention  everythin**'  you  can  recollect  which  has 
passed  between  us  on  the  North  American  sub.iect,  and  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  Baroes  which  went  down  the  Ohio 
last  Autuuui.  As  you  can  evidence  for  me  that  on  the  ar- 
rival of  such  news  at  Kaskaskia,  finding  that  ]\Ir.  Roche- 
blave  did  not  immediately  send  off  an  Express  to  give  in- 
formation thereon,  I  mentioned  to  you  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  send  one  in  case  he  did  not,  soon  after 
which  he  despatched  one  himself.  You  must  recollect  also 
I  often  repeated  to  you  how  happy  we  were  to  be  out  of  the 
way  and  in  a  country  where  we  could  act  a  Neutral  part. 
You  well  know  my  mind  on  the  subject  and  how  much  I 
fibhored  the  thought  of  interfering  on  either  side,  ever  blam- 
ing the  obstinacy  and  violence  committed  on  both  sides,  as 
also  how  much  I  wished  for  the  arrival  of  King's  troops, 
after  expressing  my  surprise  that  such  were  not  sent  to  pre- 
vent the  Americans  sending  powder,  etc.,  up  the  ^Mississippi, 
and  that  you  must  recollect  to  have  heard  me  often  repeat 
that  1  had  rather  see  a  hundred  King's  troops  ai'rive  than 
two  thousand  North  Americans.  You  know  the  injustice 
done  me  by  Rocheblave  on  many  occasions,  Avhich  you  will 
please  explain  at  large,  as  also  the  cause  of  our  intended 
complaints  against  him  to  general  Carlton  and  the  petition 
on  the  Subject  which  we  should  have  sent  had  not  Kennedy, 
after  promising,  refused  to  sign  it.  You  were  present  when 
he  decided  the  afPair  of  Bonner's  note  to  Bazille  la  Chap- 
pelle  in  my  favour,  and  you  were  also  present  when,  a  few 
davs  after,  he  sent  ^[r.  La  ("haiice  with  a  pai1y  of  men  to 
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seiz(»  for  the  payiiiciit,  iiotw  ilhslniiiliiiL;  I  ;i|)])('ale(l  ffoiii 
liis  jiuliiiiicnt  to  111,'  ( ioNfiiior.  who  was  soon  exjXH'tcd  at 
I'list  \'iii('('iil.  and  ol'ri'i'cd  sccui'il y.  ^'oll  likewise  know  1  liat 
he  refused  to  obliiie  .Mr.  \'i\ia1  lo  iii\r  an  aeeouiit  of  his 
traiisaetion  with  Bonner,  that  I  iniulit  know  tlio  value  of 
Bonner's  note  uiven  to  I\Ir.  Vi\iat  in  my  naiiic  for  fourteen 
hundred  odd  livres,  payable  in  J:?ea\('r  at  li\c  livres  a  pound, 
whieh  he  seized  foi-  the  ])aynient.  ^'on  know  perfectly  well 
that  he  set  aside  \\\y  niort^au'e  on  f)onnei''s  house,  whieh 
was  (Inly  I'eeorded  in  the  Secretary's  hooks,  and  sold  the 
house  for  tlie  payment  of  landron's  morttiajie  upon  the 
samt'.  which  was  not  registered  until  sexcral  months  after 
mine,  as  also  he  oi'diM'ed  to  be  torn  down  two  advertise- 
ments which  1  put  u])  to  the  public  in  one  day  pi'otesting' 
against  the  sale  Omit  not  to  mention  l>onner's  Villainy 
to  me,  and  how  nuich  he  was  countenanced,  even  afterwards, 
by  Rocheblave,  as  also  how  he  countenanced  Givault  in  his 
behaviour,  ])ermitting  him  to  stay  several  days  in  Kaskaskia 
after  I  applied  to  him  to  oblige  to  return  to  his  duty.  I 
nm  not  conscious  that  any  part  of  my  conduct  will  admit 
(if  ;i!i  ambiguous  interpretation,  and  must  imagine  that  'tis 
the  coi'u  that  was  taken  from  Mathero's  that  he  wants  to 
make  a  handle  of.  Some  hints  have  been  given  me  that  he 
would  I'ven  insinuate  I  have  supplied  Gunpowder,  etc.,  to 
the  Americans.  My  invoices  will  show  the  ([uantity  of 
gunpowder  and  guns  I  brought  up  with  me.  Hamilton  can 
prove  that  I  sold  40  guns  to  IMotard  in  jMarch  last  and 
that  I  h^ft  a  considerable  ((uantity  on  my  coming  away,  as 
also  what  gunpowder  I  left  behind  me,  and  the  remainder 
l)eing  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  little  more  than  three 
hundred  weiglit.  will  show  whethei-  it  was  too  much  to  be  ex- 
pected for  my  winter's  trade  amongst  the  Savages,  as  well 
as  at  Kaskaskias,  and  at  Kaskaskias,  where  in  fact  I  sold  the 
most.  I  beg  you  will  include  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of 
my  letter  left  with  you  wherein  1  insti'ucted  you  to  close  up 
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the  matter  about  the  corn  inmiediately  uptui  llie  arrival  of 
Captain  Johnson,  by  Mathews'  and  ^Muckh-  .Murray's  affi- 
davits. I  do  not  know  if  you  were  privy  to  ]\Ir.  Roche- 
blave's  offering  me  three  hundred  weight  of  gunpowder  for 
sale  last  autumn.  If  you  have  knowledge  thereof  'twill  be 
right  to  mention  it  in  your  letter.  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  whether  it  was  befoi'e  or  after  he  sold  some  (tuii- 
powder  to  Mr.  Billtre.  TIaiiiilton  can  prove  that  I  left 
orders  in  case  the  Americans  arrived  to  hide  my  goods  in 
ti'unks,  which  will  shdw  1  had  not  the  least  intention  of 
supporting  them.  On  the  contrary.  Hamilton  and  Mat- 
hews can  prove,  notwithstanding  these  Americans  sent  me 
orders  by  the  foi-iner  to  give  no  more  orders  to  the  Dela- 
ware Indians,  1  have  sold  them  powder  constantly  since,  in 
opposition  to  their  orders. 

]'lease  to  include  Hamilton's  and  ^latthews'  affidavits  in 
your  letter,  as  also  Muckle  Murray's  should  be  there,  and 
Avhen  you  have  finished  your  letter  you  will  do  well  to  make 
oath  that  the  contents  of  such  a  letter  of  such  a  date  is  a 
just  and  true  relation  of  facts.  This  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  accompany  Mith  your  letter,  and  of  all  such  affi- 
davits please  make  a  duplicate  or  even  triplicate  for  fear 
of  accidents. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  give  you  this  ti'oul)le.  but  am 
so  well  convinced  of  your  good  will  to  serve  injured  inno- 
cence that  the  nature  of  my  case  will  sufficiently  apologize 
to  you  for  the  same. 

All  I  w'lsli  is  that  I  may  be  at  liberty  to  return  innne- 
d lately  to  Kaskaskias  that  T  may  ava:l  myself  of  such  evi- 
dence as  may  be  necessary  to  clean  up  my  character,  which 
you  well  know  I  can  do  without  the  least  difficulty.  Should 
Governor  Johnson  be  ai-rived  you  can  easily  convince  him 
how  falsely  I  am  accused,  when  Rocheblave's  malice  will 
appear  in  a  most  conspicuous  light  to  any  impartial  mind. 


LETTERS    FROM    CANADIAN    ARCHIVES  808 

I  l<ii()w  my  ixioi-  wife  will  he  nmch  ;irili('tc(l  ;it  my  sitiuiliim, 
jliul  ydii  will  ('ii(lc;i\(ii'  ;ill  in  ydiii'  ])ow('r  to  ciicoiirimc  ln-f 
1"  kffp  up  lice  s|)irits.  Iluil  my  ;ilT;iirs  may  not  suft'ci-  any 
{.'tlier  caiisc  ;lian  llial  wliicli  my  ahsciicc  aloiic  can  occasion. 
No  i)ersoii  knows  better  than  hcrscll'  how  innocent  I  am 
<)f  overythinu'  that  can  be  laid  to  my  chai-ye.  l)ut  what  is 
not  \illniiiy  ea|>al)le  of.  and  more  especially  place  in  a  man 
like  iioclieblave,  who  does  nol  [who  does  not  fr.'J  under- 
standing- sufficient  to  put  a  gloss  upon  actions  of  liis  own, 
however  black,  and  to  render  ci'iminal  sucli  as  are  most  in- 
nocently intended  in  others.  However  1  ti-ust  in  (Jod  that 
He  will  I'elease  me  from  my  enemy's  hands  and  that  Tie  will 
doubly  load  him  with  that  infamy  which  they  would  so  un- 
justly heap  upon  me,  such  bein^'  the  reward  due  to  tlieii- 
actions. 

I  am,  dear  Sir. 

Youi-  very  obliged   h'ble  serv't, 

T.  B. 
To  Dax'l  ^Murray, 

At  Kaskaskias. 
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[Butler's  Examination  Before  Rochebla\te. ] 

[Translation]. 

Today  the  15th  February,  1778,  8  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, there  appeared  in  the  audience  chamber  of  this  fort, 
by  our  order  the  said  Henry  Butler  of  Irish  origin  living 
six  years  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  wiio.  after  legal 
pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear,  was  ready  to  tell  tlie 
truth  to  the  following  questions: 

They  ask  him  when  and  how  he  came  to  this  country. 

In  reply  :  "he  had  arrived  several  days  ago  and  was  forced 
to  bear  arms  for  the  rebels,  had  left  Fort  Pitt  three  months 
before  with  thi-ee  others  and  joined  the  Sipur  [John] 
Morin,  whom  he  found  hunting  on  Belle  Riviere." 

They  asked  hiin  what  was  then  going  on  in  the  said  fort 
as  well  as  in  the  neighboring  provinces. 

He  "had  heard  it  said  that  the  King's  troops  were  sear- 
tered  through  the  neighboring  villages  of  the  said  fort 
jind  their  General  was  at  a  place  called  White  Horse-"'  He 
was  askiMl  if  he  had  heard  that  Philadelphia  was  taken  ami 
hoAv?  lie  replied  that  "he  heard  that  the  people  of  Phila- 
delphia had  raised  the  chain  and  had  given  entrance  to  the 
vessels  of  His  Majesty." 

They  ask  him  if  he  had  seen  any  engagement  between 
the  King's  troops  and  the  Rebel  army. 

He  replied  that  "he  heard  said  that  there  had  been  a 
battle  on  a  little  river  called  the  'Schuyler'  which  ;lie 
Rebels  had  lost." 

Thev  asked  him  where  was  Congress  1 
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Ho  re])lic(l  i1  \\;is  ilicii  iil  L;iiir;is1ci\  iiiit  1i;m1  since  re- 
tired to  C'arlysle. 

Tic  was  asked  il'  lie  knew  tlie  ariiiaineiil  prepareel  i'or 
this  c(»\itit  ry. 

He  ri'plicd  tliat  lie  had  Id't  ll.c  |)ar1y  het'oi'c  Ihey  had 
learned   that. 

lie  was  asked  if  he  knew  (leor^e  M()ri;aii  and  where  he 
was. 

lie  said  he  knew  him  and  that  he  had  gone  to  Phila- 
delphia 1(1  seek  loi'  iiKiney  t(i  jiay  foi-  the  provisions  for 
the  Irooiis  which  he  had  runiislied,  and  he  had  nol  yet 
retiirned. 

Th(>y  ask(>d  liim  if  lie  knew  anything  else. 

He  replied  that  he  heard  theni  say  the  atit'aii'c  wonld 
finish  this  s])i-ing:  that  the  people  were  inclined  to  the 
King's  party,  and  were  not  contented  by  the  oath  they 
had  exacted  from  house  to  honse.  on  the  contrary;  he 
added  they  had  bronght  the  prisoners  taken  l)y  the  Koyal 
Army  to  a  place  called  AVinchester. 

Read  to  him  he  made  his  declaration  and  said  it  con- 
tained the  trnth  and  signed  herewith,  our  sheriff  witnessed 
and  signed. 

HIS 
HENRY    I  X]   BT'TI.ER. 

MARK 
ROCHEBLAVE.  COmV.d  )>(l(tui . 

Patt  Kennedy. 

Charles  Gogis. 

Car  Bonneaux,  Slnri/'f. 

And  today  thi'  Kith  of  the  same  month  eontinned  the 
same  questioning  of  the  affairs  we  were  engaged  in  under 
legal  oath  taken  again  by  the  said  P>ntler,  they  asked  him 
what  was  the  strength  of  the  gan-isrn  and  the  name  of 
the  Brigadier-Cieneral. 
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He  replied:  The  Brigadier-General  was  called  Hand, 
formerly  surgeon  of  the  IHth  Regiment,  eonnnanding  there, 
and  had  nearly  100  men,  mostly  deserters  from  the  troops 
of  His  ]\fa,jesty.  The  thing  In-  conld  not  explain  clearly 
was:     "Were  the  deserters,  settlers  [colonists]'.' 

He  was  asked  if  they  had  a  largo  number  of  barges 
and  boats  prepared. 

He  said  that  they  had  nearly  eighty  ready;  that  they 
v/orked  at  others  ever}'  day;  that  they  had  more,  but  a 
storm  swamped  seventeen. 

They  asked  if  he  knew  anyone  named  \V.  Ling,  to  which 
he  rej^lied,  no.  They  asked  him:  what  did  the  pay  bring.' 
He  replied  he  had  i-eceived  nothing  for  the  three 
months  lie  jiad  Ijeen  at  Fort  Pitt.  Thej^  asked  him 
what  the  jieople  thought  of  the  decent  of  the  Apalaches. 

He  replied  that  they  had  been  quiet  until  the  building 
ol;  the  barges,  since  then  they  thought  it  was  for  the  evasion 
of  the  chiefs  and  congress,  that  the  people  determined  to 
stop  them  if  they  wished  to  escape  by  there. 

Read  to  him  this  declaration  he  said  it  contained  the 
truth,  and  had  nothing  to  add  or  change,  to  augment  nor 
diminish,  and  made  his  mark  not  knowing  how  to  sign  the 
year  and  day. 

HIS 
HENRY    [X]     BUTLEK. 
MARK 

Patt  Kennedy,  Witness. 
Jamis  jMcirin,  Witness. 
Car  Bonneaux,  Sheriff. 

Endorsed  examination  of  Henry  Butler  at  Post  Yin- 
cennes  before  Mons.  Roeheblave. 
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Canadian  Archives,  Series  11,  Vol.  I'l'I.  \\  r)12. 
I  jMontgomekv  to  1)i:  I*i:vstkr|. 

Sir  — ]\Ir.  IMiilip  Dcjf^an.  liaviiiu'  at  tlic  iiislaiicc  and 
tlirdu^uh  the  iiitereessioii  of  Mr.  Binitley,  obtained  permis- 
sion from  the  (Jovernor  and  Council  of  this  State,  to  come 
to  this  Country  tm  his  I'ai'oK',  and  applying'  to  nic  to  go  to 
Detroit,  I  offered  to  comply  with  his  request  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  neutrality,  which  he  did  not  tliink  proper  to  do, 
notwithstanding-  wliich.  as  he  is  extremely  anxious  to  have 
his  family  with  him  until  a  cartel  takes  place  for  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  well  knowing  the  disposition  of 
the  state  of  Vii-ginia  under  whicli  I  have  the  llonoui-  to 
serve,  that  it  is  not  their  intention  by  any  means  to  oppress, 
but  as  far  as  in  them  lays  to  alleviate  all  sucli  persoiis  as  the 
fate  of  arms  shall  deliver  into  their  hands.  I  have,  therefore, 
at  his  particular  requisition,  granted  him  a  Party  under  my 
protection  to  go  to  Detroit  in  order,  if  you  should  think 
meet,  to  conduct  his  family  to  this  country.  I  hope  they  will 
be  properly  received,  begging  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am 
inspired  thereto  by  no  other  motives  whatsoever  than  those 
of  liumanity,  in  which  I  have  no  doubt,  from  your  known 
character,  you  will  most  readily  concur  with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Jno.  Montgomery, 
Lieuteiu^nt  Colonel  Commandant. 
Fort  Clark  at  Kaskaskias  in  the  Illinois  Country,  6th  July, 

1780. 
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Art.  Schuyler  Dr  Pfa's^ter,  Esq. 

In  Conncil  .M;iicli  4tli,  ITSO. 

()ii  the  a|)p'i('ati()ii  ol'  Colonel  Le^i'as  and  .Mr.  Hciitli-y.  oT 
St.  VincMMit,  on  bclialt*  of  Philip  l)<',j('aM,  a  friend  of  tlicii's, 
llic  lieutenant  governor  is  advised  to  permil  llie  said  De.jean 
to  go  to  Colonel  Clark's  headquarters  in  Ihe  Illinois  on 
parole.     [A  copy]. 

Fer'k  II.  H.vxDOLPii,  Cl'k  Council. 

This  certifies  that  "Sir.  De.jean  has  permission  on  parole 
to  go  to  Colonel  Clark's  headquarters. 

' '  POITESFIELD, ' ' 
Lt.    Col.    T.    T.    M. 

25th  March,  1780. 
Wm.  Young  : 

From    Lt.    Col.    i\lontg'omery,    conniianding    at    Fort 
Clark,  of  the  (ith  of  July,  1780,  to  Major  De  Peyster. 
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Canadian   Akchivks.  Skkiks  B.    Toi,.   VJl'.    1'.  4(i. 

I   Tflllislfll  ion] 

February  28,   '78. 

[Extract  of  a  K'tti-r  fi'om  M.  Rocheblave  to  Bosseron]. 

By  a  deserter  who  arrived  a!  Foi't  Pitt  we  have  learned 
that  the  people  of  Philadelpliia.  having-  secured  the  ear  of 
Congress  have  raised  the  chain  1liat  forbade  th<'  vessels  of 
the  King-  to  come,  and  has  l)y  tlial  means  enteit'd  under  the 
obedience  of  His  ^Majesty,  that  contiress  had  fallen  ])reeipi- 
tately  towai'd  tlie  mountains  after  the  complete  routing  of 
the  army,  that  the  i)eople  siglied  ai'dently  for  P(^ace  to  re- 
lease them  from  the  most  friglitful  misery,  and  that  the 
Chiefs,  to  save  themselv(>s,  turned  their  efforts  toward  the 
road  to  Fort  Pitt.  A  batteau  descending  to  the  said  Fort 
took  Sieurs  Becquet  and  their  goods.  ]Mr.  la  Chance  was 
subjected  to  the  same  thing  with  his  brandy,  of  which  the 
settlers  never  received.  The  displeasure  of  the  country 
proves  very  certain  that  they  should  manage  to  make  little 
use  of  the  force  there.  Certain  rumois  of  tlie  bad  disposi- 
tion of  the  savages  makes  me  engage  to  speak  to  tlie  Chiefs 
of  the  AVolfs. 

I  pray  you,  if  you  can,  come  and  sec  me. 
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V>Y    rilE   EDITOR. 

The  letter  of  Edward  Ahholl  i'loiii  X'niccnnes  sliortly  af- 
ter his  arrival  in  April,  1777,  to  take  charge  of  that  Post  and 
district  as  their  "Lieutenant  (Governor,"  shows  the  neglect 
of  their  affairs  by  the  British  owners. 

Ever  since  the  conquest,  excej)!  the  fiat  (if  a  ""Coni- 
maudant, ''  or  arbitrary  edicts  of  a  "Judge  Advocate,''  ap- 
pointf^d  from  the  "Province  of  Illinois,"  the  French  ami 
Indian  mixed  inhabitants  of  this  section  had  drifted  along 
some  foui'teeii  years  without  a  civil  government.  Yet  in 
this  I'emote  wilderness  they  were  at  peace  with  the  friendly 
savages,  and  had  no  concern  in  the  wars  and  turmoil  of  the 
country  abroad. 

They  bartered  their  furs  Avith  home  or  foreign  traders, 
hired  to  them,  and  as  "Engages"  in  Ihat  business,  roved 
with  distant  savages,  or  as  voyagei's  went  to  "town"  as 
they  called  New  Orleans,  or  went  elsewhere  up  and  down 
western  rivers. 

They  readily  obeyed  the  governing  power  that  was,  or 
claimed  to  be,  no  matter  how  often  changed,  and  paid  a 
most  grateful  homage  to  the  Father  Priests  who  visited 
them.     They  had.  nor  wanted,  but  little  and  were  content. 

Though  Ca{)tain  Abbott  says  "anarchy"  prevailed,  he 
meant  their  lack  of  the  laws  to  which  he  was  accustomed. 
His  letter  .shows  that  he  found  the  inhabitants  poli'e,  socia- 
ble, obedient  and  altogether  a  light-hearted  and  happy  peo- 
ple. 

In  these  respects  Vincennes  was  a  lype  oi'  other  perma- 
nent French  settlements,  such  as  those  at  Cahokia,  Fort 
Chartres,  Kaskaskia,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Northwest. 
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The  exceptions  wciv  the  tr.-ulr  plnccs  thai  had  l)ee()ino  a 
refuge  for  outcasts  oi'  ollio'  \ilr  mcti.  as  al  I'eoria,  Wea 
and  the  ]\Iiainis.  llfrc,  willidul  llic  rcsl  i-aiiiiii!i-  prcseneo  of 
good  Avonieii  of  their  own  race,  and  that  of  the  .Missionary 
Fathers,  personal  l)roils  wci'c  rite,  as  well  as  llic  most 
flagrant  debauclu'iy  of  tlie  native  savages. 

At  tli(>  time  oT  which  we  write  Ihei'e  was  no  fort  at  Vin- 
cennes,  and  Govei-nor  .\hl)ott.  assisted  by  the  FrcMieli,  spent 
a  part  of  1777  "tiyiipj,  to  stoekade  the  ])hice."  for  wliich 
"RGehel)hive."'  tlieii  ('omman(hint  at  ivaskaskia,  was  "send- 
ii'.g  cannon  from  the  Illinois."* 

He  named  the  stockade  "Fort  Sackville/'  after  Lord 
George  Sackville,  otlierwise  known  at  Lord  George  Ger- 
main. Vndvv  Lord  North's  r]ile  he  was  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  American  Colonies,  and  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  opposed  every  measure,  short  of  a])si)lute 
submission,  to  end  that  contest. 

Aside  fi'om  his  orders  to  go,  Captain  Abbott's  personal 
"reasons  both  for  remaining  at  Vincennes  and  leaving  it 
v.-ere  to  avoid  expense."  He  had  a  deep  "regret  for  the 
poor  people  attached  to  the  Crown,  who  feel  themselves  cast 
off.  but  determined  1o  defend  Fort  Sackville.''! 

He  quit  Vincennes  late  in  the  winter  of  1778  and  drew 
his  salary  as  its  Lieutenant  Governor  from  April  1,  1777, 
to  July  20,  1778.  at  the  rate  of  two  hnndivd  pounds  ster- 
ling yearly.  I 

He  had  no  Indian  or  hoi'der  expei'ience,  aiul  by  ednca- 
tion  and  habit  was  a  refined,  honest  and  kind-hearted  gen- 
tleman in  the  Artillery  service. 

*  Abbott    to    Sir    Ouy    (^irl.'ton,    VinciMines.    July    !»,    1777.      t^anadiaii 
Archives. 
t  Abbott   to    Sarkvillt'.    April    3.    177S.      Canadian    Archives, 
i  Canadian   Archives. 
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AVithout   i'ollowinu  liim  in  tlu*  iiicMiitiine,  "Captain   Ab 
butt"  was  latt'f  oi'dei't'd  l)y  (Jcncfal   Ilaldiniaiul  lo  embark 
with  a  (l('i;i('liiii('ii1   of  Ivoyal   Ai'tillci'v  i'ov  Doiniiiica,  or  if 
lluit  island  is  not  restored  on  his  ai-ri\al  liere,  lo  <>()  to  l-Jai*- 
batloes. '  '* 

jNow  to  Ca])tain  Abbott's  IcII.m'.      II.   W.   H. 

*  Haklimand  to  Abbott.  Quebec.  Oct.  20.  1778.     Canadian  Archivce. 
t  See  next  page,  page  313. 
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Canadian  Aiuiuvks,  Skkiks  Q,  Coi.oxiai,  Offk:e  Kkcokds 
Vol..  14,  Pat-e  48. 

[Abhott  to  Cak'lkton.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieuteiiaiil.  (ioveriior  Al)l)ott,  Su- 
])criiiIi'ii(l(Mit.  dated  St.  N'incemus.  25th  May,  1777: 

Sir  —  I  havt'  the  honor  cf  ae([uaiiitiii'.i'  your  I-CxceHeuey  of 
my  ai-rival  the  19th  iiist.  The  short  time,  and  tronhk^  with 
the  Indians,  &c,  have  not  permitted  my  taking-  a  general 
review  of  the  affaii's  of  this  disti-iet. 

Since  tlie  conquest  of  Canada  no  person  bearing  His 
Majesty's  eonniiission  has  been  to  take  possession;  from 
th.is  your  E.xceliency  may  easily  imagine  what  anarcliy 
reigns. 

I  must  do  the  inhabitants  justice  for  the  respectful  re- 
ception I  met  with,  and  for  their  readiness  in  obeying  the 
orders  I  thought  necessary  to  issue. 

The  AVahache  is  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the 
world;  on  its  banks  are  several  Indian  towns,  the  most 
considerable  the  Ouiga  [Wea],  where,  it  is  said,  there  are 
J, 000  men  eai);il)le  to  l)eai"  arms.  I  found  tliem  so  numer- 
ous and  needy,  I  could  not  pass  without  great  expense. 
The  presents,  though  very  large,  wei'e  in  a  manner  de- 
spised, saying  theii-  ancient  Father  |  the  French]  never 
spoke  to  them  without  a  barn*  full  of  goods. 

Having  no  ti'oops  and  only  a  handful  of  French,  obliged 
me   to   acquiesce   in   part   of   their   inhabitants'    demands. 

*  This  word  is  very  obscure  in  the  oriarinal.  and  it  may  be  meant  for 
cal)in. 
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■wliicli  has  ocea.sionetl  a  much  greater  expense  than  I  coukl 
have  imagined:  hut  I  helieve  it  not  thrown  away,  as  I  left 
them  seemingly  well  disposed  foi'  His  Majesty's  service. 

I  have  diawn  on  Mi'.  Dunn  for  seven  thousand  five  liun- 
dred  and  thirty-two  pounds  six  shillings  and  ten  pence  hall' 
penny  New  York  curency  and  request  your  P^xce'.lency  will 
order  i)ayment.  I  have  likewise  taktm  the  liberty  of  draw- 
ing on  Mr.  Dunn  for  6,428  livres  in  favor  of  Jean  Baptiste 
Racine,  dit  [alias]  St.  Marie,  who  has  acted  as  commandant 
of  this  place  since  it  was  conceded  to  His  ^Majesty.  The 
fair  character  he  bears,  with  the  certificate  annexed  to 
his  account  makes  me  think  it  just.  I  hope  your  Excellen- 
cy will  excuse  the  incorrectness  of  this  as  I  am  every 
minute  called  away  and  liave  not  a  moment  to  myself. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  Mr.  Edgar,  the  bearer  of  this,  who 
has  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  paid  all  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment withcut  the  least  gratification,  and  without  Avliom  I 
could  not  have  kept  the  accounts  in  any  order  from  the 
multiplicity  of  affairs.  T  offered  him  payment  which  he 
refused.  He  came  with  me  to  see  the  country  and  can 
much  better  inform  you  of  it  than  I  can,  Avho  was  continu- 
ally employed. 

[This  person  was  John  Edgai-,  a  merchant  in  the  Indian 
trade  at  Detroit.  Of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  sympathy 
later  drew  him  to  the  American  side  of  the  war  then  being 
fought  so  ])itf(M'ly  with  Great  Britain  and  her  Indian  allies. 
He  staked  all.  and  for  a  tiine.  lost  all  on  the  issue. 

For  lalkiuLi  in  favor  of  the  Americans,  and  esi)ecially 
of  his  liorror  of  the  capture  or  murder  of  their  women 
and  children  by  the  savages,  he  was  imprisoned,  first  at 
Detroit,  and  later  sent  in  irons  to  Quebec.  However,  he 
escaped  en  the  way,  going  first  to  Boston  and  soon  tliere- 
after  settled  permanently  at  Kaskaslcia. 
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Tli(^  Congress  of  the  United  States,  April  7,  17!)8,  passed 
*"Aii  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  froiii  ilie  British 
provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  agreeable  lo  which, 
the  comniissioners  under  it,  in  their  I'cport  of  May  8,  18U0, 
state  that  .AEr.  John  F.dgar  was  "eutith'd  \o  a  special  rate 
of  aHowance  of  two  thousiiud  aci'es  ol'  land."  Adding  that 
"he  rendered  man}'  important  si-rvices"  and  that  his  losses 
Avere  very  great  and  his  sufferings  still  greater."* 

lie  was  an  active  and  sagacious  business  man,  and  undei' 
the  moi'e  iav(>ral)le  conditions  in  Illinois,  soon  recovei'ed  his 
earlier  losses.  With  all  this  he  was  veiy  generous  to  the 
needy.  He  was  hospital)le,  and  at  his  mansion,  tlie  finest 
in  Kaskaskia,  he  and  his  wife  were  famous  enlertainers.  It 
was  a  welcome  resoi't  of  fashionables  at  home,  or  prominent 
visitors.  And  wlien  (k'neral  La  Fayette  was  there  in  Api'il, 
1825,  he  was  Col.  Edgar's  guest.  In  the  meanwhile  Edgar 
had  become  the  largest  land  owner  in  the  State,  and  i)roni- 
inent  as  a  citizen  of  Illinois;  on  the  bench  as  a  judge,  in 
the  territorial  and  State  legislature,  in  militaiy  affaii'S, 
and  in  the  commercial  growth  of  the  State.  —  II.  W.  B.] 

I  shall  send  off  in  a  few  days  toward  Fort  Pitt  to  see 
what  is  doing  there.  I  enclose  a  note  sent  me  from  ^Mons. 
Rocheblave  which  shows  the  Spaniards'  intention  towaids 
u.s,  and  Avhich  corresponds  with  other  intelligence  which  1 
have  had.  By  the  next  opportunity  I  hope  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  send  a  circumstantial  account  of  this  place. 

I  must  not  neglect  nuMitioning  a   Mr.  Ramsey. 

[James  Kamsey  who  subs<'i'ibes  himself  ''Sub-Lieuten;int 
of  Elis  ^Majesty's  42  regiment  and  Judge  Advocate  of  the 
Province  of  Illinois"  in  17()8,  with  power  and  authority  to 
examine  the  land  titles  of  the  Province  of  Illinois  and  ad- 

*  American    State    Papers,    Vol.    1,    PubUc    Lands,    page    106,    edition 
of  1832. 

-21 
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minister  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  its  inhabitants.  And  the 
French  at  Vincennes  accordingly  took  such  oath  before 
him.* 

lie  was  ;ipi)ointed  to  this  jxisition  Nov.  6,  ITfiS.  l)y  .Joliii 
"Wilkin.  Coimnandant  of  the  Illinois  at  Fort  Chartres.  — 11. 
AV.  11 J  who  had  been  here  about  nine  years  ago  from  the 
the  Illinois. 

1  would  beg  your  Excellency  would  give  me  orders  con- 
cerning the  land  at  this  place,  for  few  of  them  have  any 
proper  grants  though  possessed  near  thirty  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient  llum'l  Sefv"t. 

Edward  Abboti'. 
Luui.   Governor  &  Superliih  iidi  at 
of  St.  Vincennes. 

As  it  is  necessary  for  a  Commissary  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
this  place  I  could  wish  your  Excellency  would  approve  of 
Mr.  Edgar  a  person  well  qualified  for  it.  !  See  Amer.  State 
Papers.  Pub.  Lands  P.  106-110.] 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

Endorsed:  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Covernoi-  .\i)- 
bott,  Superintendent,  dated  St.  Vincennes  26th  Alay  1777. 

In  Sii-  (iuy  Carleton 's  [No.  32]  of  11th  August.  1777. 

*  The    old    Land    Office    Records    at    Vincennes    since    removed    to 
the  State  Archives  at  Indianapolis. 
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Canadian  Arcitiver,  Series  B,  Vol..  122,  P.  48. 

Detroit.  Ai)i'il  2").  1778. 
[Abbott  to  Cakleton.J 

Sir— 1  lei't  St.  X'iiicciuic  llic  lliii'd  oi'  rchfiiiii'v,  and  aftei* 
a  painful  joui'iicy  of  thii-ty-three  days  throuuli  llic  woods, 
arrived  hei'c  the  scvi'inli  of  jNIareh. 

I  once  Haltei'ed  inxself  [as  I  had  llie  lionoi-  of  inforniin'^' 
your  p]xeel]en('y]  of  beinti'  able  to  remain  without  ineurrin^' 
any  ,i:reat  expence,  experience  has  convinced  me  to  the  con- 
trary, which  determined  me  to  leave  the  place  before  the 
Indians  returned  from  their  winter  Hunt,  knowing  they 
v.tMild  be  much  exasperated,  my  not  making  hirge  presents. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  appi'ove  my  conduct.  It  was 
the  only  alternative  left  under  the  restrictions  you  was 
pleased  to  lay  on  me.  It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  meet 
thousands  of  savages  without  ]n*esents  of  ammunition. 
Liquor  and  ^NFerchandise.  Notwithstanding  every  precau- 
tion in  my  power,  I  have  been  obliged  to  incurr  a  great  ex- 
pence  to  keep  the  Indians  in  the  Crown's  interest,  for 
which  1  have  drawn  on  ]\Ir.  Dunn. 

The  necessity  and  the  nature  of  my  situation,  I  hope,  will 
induce  your  Excellency  to  order  payment,  however  unfor- 
tunate I  may  have  been  to  fall  under  your  displeasure. 

The  utility  of  a  Person  to  command  at  St.  Vincenne  to 
prevent  the  savages  entering  into  the  Rebel  service,  I  sub- 
mit to  your  Excellency,  if  this  is  necessary,  it  nnist  of 
course,  be  attended  with  expence. 
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I  enclose  tlu'  iiist fucti<ms  I  left  with  .Mji.jdi'  Ijcaulow,  sen- 
ior officer  at  St.  Vincenne. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be  yonr  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Edward  xVbbott. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  me  from  St.  Vincenne. 
which  arrived  this  morning. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
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[ITaldiitiniid  ( 'dllccl  ion]. 

Caxaimax   Ahciiivks,  Series  B,  N'oi..  122,   I'.  75. 

Council  Held  With  the  Indians  at  Detroit,  June-July, 
1778,  BY  the  English  Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton. 

Detroit.  June  2911),  1778. 
At    a    c'onfci-eiico    \\ith    tlie    Ouiattoiioiis,    (^uinquabones 
j KicUapods]  and  .Mascoutins  -were  Present: 

Lifiil.  (ioviM-nor  Ilaniilton,  John  Hay  deputy  agent; 
Capt.  ^leKee;  swoi-n  iutei-proters:  Cliai'lcs  Beanhiii  and  Is- 
idore Chesne. 

ouiattonons   [\veas|  . 
War  Chiefs.  ViUage  Chiefs. 

An.  (|iia.  sa.  ca.  (,^)ui,  (|ua,  i)o,  qois, 

I\Iau.  wee,  sliinga,  i\Ie,  lou,  e,  son,  ata. 

Nee,  Mee,  Ca.  'I'a.  i)a,  tia. 

Packing,  qoi.  shinga, 
Cha.  ha. 

quiquabones   [kickapoos]  . 
War  Chiefs.  Village  Chiefs. 

Egh,  kee,  too,  ^va,  JMahiinaiiiha, 

^ri(iuetto.  Pi,  e,  maslu  kee,  canny, 

and  thirty  warricn-s. 

Maliiiiamha  spoke  on  a  Calumet  oi-  pii)*'. 
Father! 

You  see  here  a  pipe  that  came  from  your  hands.  It  has 
hrcii  I'ound  the  Nations  on  the  Ouabach  and  the  Illinois,  and 
lias  had  the  eti'cct  you  said  it  would  have  when  we  smoked 
out  of  it.  "We  felt  our  Hearts  and  minds  at  ease.  The  per- 
son whom  you  sent  with  this  pijx^  told  us  that  after  it  had 
been  round  the  Villages  in  our  neighboi'hood  it  should  I'e- 
turn  fi'om  whence  it  came,  foi-  which  reason  we  present  it 
to  vou. 
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A  PIPK. 
Qui-(lua-po-(iiK)is  then  sj)()ke  and  cleclair<l  llic  satisfac- 
tion his  Nation  felt  on  receiving  the  above  iiiciitidiied  Pipe 
and  a  road  Belt  and  invitation  to  come  to  Detroit,  lliat  they 
had  forced  their  march,  the  Delawares  having  informed 
them  the  Ivebells  from  Virginia  were  on  their  wa\'  towards 
them;  that  they  had  not,  however,  met  with  the  least  ob- 
stacle in  their  way  towards  tliem,  l)ut  found  tlio  road  traced 
by  their  father  to  be  very  plain  and  even. 

lie  llu'u  spoke  with  a  gr(n'n  Belt  of  Wjuiipuiii.  which  de- 
noted the  uprightness  of  their  intentions,  and  was  llic  cus- 
tom of  their  ancestors. 

PRESENTED  A  GREEN  BELT. 

Sa-pn-1ia  tlicn  s{)oke : 
Father! 

The  road  you  have  traced  for  us  is  so  clear  and  good  that 
our  Women  and  children  may  follow  it,  we  like  it.  and 
think  it  is  by  permission  of  the  Great  Spirit  above,  that  we 
frequent  it.  I  am  sent  here  by  the  "War  Chiefs  of  the  Nation 
to  know  your  will.  They  smoaked  out  of  the  pipe  you  sent 
us  and  addressed  themselves  to  you,  as  there  are  many  bad 
birds  [evil  minded  people]  who  come  whistling  a])out  our 
ears.  We  hope  you  will  set  us  right  and  have  compassion 
on  oui-  Women  and  Children. 

SIX   STRINGS   OF   WAMPUM. 

]\Ia-hi-nam-ba  then  presented  a  pipe  paint(Ml  green  to 
show  the  sincerity  with  which  liis  nation  acttnl  towards 
their  Father. 

lie  llien  presented  one  for  the  Qui-qua-bones  and  Mas- 
coutins,  saying  their  Chiefs  had  authorised  him  to  do  so  and 
to  assure  their  Father  that  they  had  no  (tlier  will  llian  his, 
and  were  happy  to  find  a  Father  wiio  would  take  pity  on 
them  and  assist  them. 

That  chiefs  then  present  had  each  a  tril)e.  ■,. 
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('li;i-h;i.   W'.if  Cliicf,  spoke: 

I  iiiii  ;i  \V;ii-  ('tiicf.  Imt  >|)c;ik  tui  Wjiiiipuin  tluit  caiiio 
troiu  iMif  \'ill;iL:i'  Clncfs  or  1  liosc  iciiuiiiiiiii:'  of  lliciii,  I'oi- 
y(.u  know  tlh'  loss  we  hnvc  iiid  with.  'I'lic  ^rcat  Spii-it  was 
kind  1o  us  in  oiii'  distiTss  and  inspired  us  with  scnst-  to  hiok 
towards  you.  We  it'tui'ii  tliank>  to  the  niaslci-  of  Life  I'oi- 
liavin<i- taken  ])ity  on  us.  We  aie  hap|»_\-  to  have  found  the 
Head  ii'odd,  as  we  hope  by  youi-  means  we  shall  s<ioii  n.ect 
some  of  those  hii'ds  called  IV\<j:  kinves  \  Ixehels  hut  pacticu- 
!arly  Virginians |  ;  ou!'  youiiu'  men  will  wait  our  I'eturn,  and 
meet  us  with  o'feat  .joy.  Oui-  Chiefs  have  never  known 
what   it   is  to  disappoiid   anybody  and  will  not  begin  with 

Hiuht  strings  of  AVampum. 

Lieutenant  (JoNei'iKU- : 
Chihln  »! 

I  have  listened  to  you  with  attention.  I  am  glad  to  Hnd 
>■<'"  did  not  meet  with  any  obstacle  in  your  way.  Von  are 
welcome,  as  1  knew  the  Joss  you  have  met  with  in  the  death 
of  your  great  chief  Wa-bene-Kiah  and  his  son  and  some 
others,  has  .justly  grieved  you  very  nmch.  I  shall  condole 
with  you  before  T  enter  into  any  discourse. 

Then,  according  to  their  custom,  condoled  with  them,  by 
giving  white  wampum,  black  strouds,  &c.,  &c..  to  cMvei'  the 
graves  and  ])ones  of  their  dead,  and  told  them  they  slu  uld 
get  a  small  (luantity  of  Rum  evei'y  day  while  they  remained 
here,  and  when  they  went  away  would  receive  a  little  to 
take  to  their  villages.  &.c. 

Tomorrow  evening  I  shall  meet  you  again  and  let  you 
know  [according  to  your  desire  |  my  sentiments,  as  well  as 
these  cf  all  the  nations  in  this  neighborhood. 
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In  the  mcaiitiinc  liere  is  a  pai'ty  of  my  cliildrcii.  ilic  Poul- 
awattaiiiies,  wlio  are  jioing  to  war.  I  am  ylad  you  will  liavc 
an  opportunity  to  see  them  before  they  go  away,  by  which 
you  may  judge  of  tlie  intentions  of  the  i-est. 

Lieut.  Governor  then  presented  a  war  axe  to  Peeniembik- 
aetaek,  Poutawattamie  war  chief,  with  the  usual  recom- 
mendation of  sparing  the  blood  of  the  aged  women  and 
children,  and  that  as  they  shewed  a  iinii  attachiiK'nt  lo  II is 
jSTajesty  and  government  in  taking  up  the  axe  at  his  re- 
quest, it  was  hoped  and  expected  that  they  would  lay  it 
doAvn  when  reipiired  in  the  same  obedient  manner. 

The  above  AVar  Chief  then  sang  the  war  song  and  ex- 
pressed his  I'esolution  of  paying  the  gi'eatest  attention  to 
what  he  might  hear  from  his  Father,  who  was  his,  as  well 
as  their  Nation's  support. 

An  Outawa  and  a  Chippewa  War  Chief  being  i)iesent  by 
accident,  likewise  sung  the  war  song  which  was  followed  by 
a  "War  Chief  of  the  Qui-ciua-bones. 

The  Lieut.  Governor  returned  them  thanks  for  this  mark 
of  their  attachment  and  in  particular  to  the  Qui-ciua-bones, 
who  he  said  he  was  convinced  intended  acting  with  the  same 
\'igour  as  the  rest  of  their  Brethren,  his  children. 

The  weather  being  bad  the  30th  June,  the  Conference  did 
not  begin  till  the  1st  July,  when  the  above  mentioned  per- 
sons were  present. 

Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton  spoke: 

Children! 

You  are  assem])led  here  to  hear  what  T  have  to  say  to  you. 
I  pray  you  to  pay  attention,  and  I  shall  also  lu-ar  what  you 
may  have  to  say. 

Six  strings  Wampum  to  each  nation. 
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Children! 

I  am  happy  that  you  found  the  road  so  clear,  as  you  ex- 
pressed to  me  tlie  2!)th  June.  I  hope  that  your  young  men, 
(See,  will  traee  the  same  path,  and  ('(tine  in  to  st'c  their  Fath- 
er. 1  should  like  to  eomuuniieate  to  ycm  the  news  \vi'  have 
received,  and  what  I  have  already  connnunicated  1(>  all  my 
children. 

The  Rebells  at  the  beginning-  of  these  troubles  had  the 
advantage  in  Canada.  At  that  time  we  liad  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend or  to  feai-  and  had  no  occasion  to  have  a  ]ium- 
ber  of  Ti'oops.  The  Indians  in  this  neighborhood  at  the 
beginning  of  this  affair  came  to  me  and  demanded  an  axe 
to  act  against  the  Relx'lls,  who  had  rebelled  against  their 
King  and  who  meant  to  inhabit  their  lands,  I  told  them— 
Children!  You  had  better  wait  until!  we  hear  further;  per- 
haps the  King  may  command  you  to  take  the  axe,  that  we 
may  all  act  in  concert  thnmghout  the  Colonies.  What  could 
they  have  done  last  wai-  if  the  King  had  not  given  them  as- 
sistance ?  I  speak  to  you  of  these  things  knowing  you  will 
know  I  speak  the  truth.  I  speak  to  you  who  are  an  ancient 
nation.  You  know  the  last  war  the  Spanish  joined  the 
French  and  were  at  last  obliged  to  ask  peace.  The 
English  Forces  have  taken  New  York,  Boston  and  Philadel- 
phia and  driven  the  Rebels  wherever  they  dare  face  them 
both  by  land  and  sea,  and  I  believe  in  a  time  the  King  will 
bring  their  necks  under  his  feet,  and  whenever  they 
acknowledge  their  disobedience  and  return  to  their  duty 
the  King  will  then  acknowledge  them  for  his  children. 

The  rebels,  not  contented  to  act  against  their  Sovereign, 
have  also  acted  against  the  Indian  nations  and  want  to  dis- 
possess them  of  their  Lands.  The  King,  always  attentive  to 
his  dutyl'ul  Children,  ordered  the  axe  to  l)e  ])ut  into  the 
hands  of  his  Indian  Children  in  order  to  di'ive  the  llebels 
from  their  Land,  while  his  Ships  of  War  and  Armys 
cleared  them  from  the  sea. 
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Childroi! 

These  strings  are  to  reiiiiiul  yon  that  tl'.e  Kiim'  nevei-  tiit'(I 
to  tak(^  any  of  your  lands,  l)ut  that  it  was  the  rrltcls. 

Six  Stiiims  to  each  Nation. 
Childrcu! 

I  now  speak  to  you,  tlie  three  nations  on  the  Ouabash,  to 
inform  you  that  the  Ottawas,  Chippowas,  liurons,  Pouta- 
wattaniies,  Senecas.  Shawanese.  &c,  have  hold  of  their  fath- 
er's axe.  and  are  all  of  one  voice,  antl  will  not  bury  it  until 
the  King,  their  Father,  shall  oi'der  peace. 

Thirteen  strings. 
Chihlrui! 

It  wiiiihl  have  uiven  nie  pleasure  to  have  seen  you  here 
assembled  in  Council  at  the  time  it  was  held,  but  as  you 
came  too  late,  you  vnW  be  informed  of  the  Proceedings  by 
some  of  your  Friends  or  the  Interpreters. 

ChUdren! 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  all  composed.  What  I  am  now  g;;ing 
to  say  is  of  iinporlance  to  you,  your  wives  and  children.  I 
heard  that  the  Spaniards  have  given  succor  to  the  Rebels 
and  given  them  what  assistance  they  could.  Xotwithstaiul- 
ing  they  Avere  rebels  against  their  King  and  enemies  to  the 
Indian  nations,  I  have  heard  that  the  Spaniards  have  said 
to  you.  the  Indians  on  the  Ouabash.  that  they  owned  the 
lands  there  and  that  the  King  of  England  had  no  chum 
thereto.  I  desire  to  know  from  you  if  it  be  true  or  not  .'  Is 
it  possible  tliat  the  Spaniards  ha.ve  forgotten  already  that 
they  were  obliged  to  ask  for  peace  from  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  don't  they  know  that  the  King  will  protect  hi.'? 
children,  the  Indians,  in  the  security  of  their  lands  and  that 
no  powei-  whatever  shall  dispossess  them?  I  give  you,  the 
three  nations,  Qui-qua-bones,  Ouiattouons  and  ^lascoutins, 
each  a  Belt,  to  assure  you  that  the  King  will  protect  you 
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from  :iii\-  Power  that  may  atlcmpt  \n  iiixadc  youi-  just 
rights.  1  liavc  tlie  Kiii^''s  orders  id  pi'iilcct  those  llial  shaU 
shew  themselves  his  childfcii.  I  ddiTt  want  lo  piiichase 
yoiii"  rriendship  wilh   Iiii|U(ir. 

The  Kiii<r,  Unowiuii'  that  his  ehildi'eii  wlio  aet  with  his  axe 
ai-e  unable  to  provide  for  thems(>lves,  has  aeeoi'diutily  pro- 
vided f(M'  them,  r  am  persuaded  you  have  woi'ii  out  youi' 
shoes,  ete.  I  shall  thei-efore  give  you  something'  that  when 
you  return  youi-  ])eo]>ie  may  s(h>  you  have  civen  me  yoni 
hands  and  wei'e  well  reeeived,  and  pci-tia|)s  they  may  tread 
the  path  \'ou  have  done. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  Dela wares  hav(^  aeted  in  favor 
of  the  rebels.  T  liave  accordingly  in  Council  ('eli vered  a 
Belt  in  my  name  and  that  of  all  tlie  Nations  neigliboring 
here  around,  and  in  the  name  of  the  six  nations,  that  if  they 
still  continue  to  favor  the  Rebels  that  I  would,  with  ad  my 
eliildren.  le(d\  en  them  as  I'eliels. 

The  lieutenant  governor  changed  their  medals  and  told 
tluMu  that  they  were  from  the  King.  He  looks  on  you  as 
his  children,  therefore  wishes  you  should  ware  [weai']  his 
pietui'(\  you  not  having  any  (.tli(M'  Father  I)ut  him.* 

Lieutenant  Governor  spoke: 
Child !■(  li! 

As  you  are  all  here  present  and  wauling  to  return.  T  will 
tinish  what  I  have  to  say  to  you  liefore  we  bi'cak  up  this 
meeting.  I  cannot  but  praise  the  behaviour  of  the  Inilian 
nations  who  have  taken  held  of  their  Father's  axe  and  who 
have  ae'ed  as  men.  \  hei)e  you'll  act  the  same  part  and 
not  redden  you  axe  with  the  blooil  of  women  and  chiMi'en 

*  A   medal   given    t(i   Mahim-amlja    in    lion   of   a   small    lOiiK'ish   medal 
received  in  1764. 

A  medal  to  Me-Ion-e-son-ata  in  lien  rf  a  French  medal. 

A    medal    to    Pi-e-mash-kee-canny    in    lien    of    a    French    medal. 

A  medal  to  Sa-pa-ti-a,   who  had   nut   any   before. 
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or  innocent  men.     I  know  1li:i1  men  kill  men  jiiid  inil  child- 
ren.   I  speak  to  you  who  ;iic  iiii-n. 

P'ourteen  strings. 

Sa,  pa,  li,  a,  then  spoke : 
Fa  I  In  r! 

You  are  in  tlic  right  to  ask  of  us  our  sentiments.  We 
will  inform  you  we  acknowledge  you  say  right  wlicu  y(.u 
say  this  island  is  yours.  It  is  true.  Some  birds  have  told 
us  otherwise,  but  we  have  not  yef  paid  any  attention  to 
thcui.  We  address  ourselvi^s  to  you.  w  ho  is  our  true  Father. 
Who  are  the  Chiefs  that  prctfud  1o  he  ignorant  that  the 
French  King  has  l)een  eoncjuered  l)y  the  English?  We,  the 
Indians  on  the  Ouabach  never  pretend  to  go  to  the  Spanish 
side  for  succoi',  but  come  to  your  side  as  you  are  our  Kathcr. 
Even  tlie  least  your  Children  will  know  that  we  ai-e  at  pres- 
ent the  King  of  England's  Children,  as  we  have  been  con- 
quered by  you.  As  to  the  Big  Knives,  we  know  them.  We 
have  received  your  Belt  in  our  Village.  One  of  our  Cliiefs  is 
gone  to  take  a  walk  with  it  towards  them ;  he  will  soon  i-e- 
turn.  All  our  War  Chiefs  are  much  pleased  to  go  against 
the  Virginians  and  ac'  in  Concert  with  theii'  brothei's.  Our 
intention  is  never  to  act  against  children  but  against  men. 
AVe  thank  you  for  saying  you'll  take  care  of  us.  We  are 
assured  that  our  young  men  will  tread  the  path  which  we 
found  so  clear  and  smooth. 

Lieutenant  (Governor  spoke: 
Childrfu! 

I  am  glad  to  heai-  you  ex])ress  you  sentiments  agreeably  to 
those  of  the  olhei-  nations. 

Qui-(|ua-po-qois  then  spoke: 

Fallur! 

Y(ni  are  in  the  i-iglil  to  think  that  tlu'  Spaniards  ti'y  to 
di'aw  us  to  tliem.     'i'lie  son  of  old  Tobacco,  who  is  a   Pian. 


LETTERS  FROM  CANADIAN  ARCHIVES     3:27 

ill  company  with  another,  were  on  llie  Spanish  side  and 
asketl  us  to  o-o.  We  wouUl  not.  We  told  them  we  had  you 
I'oi'  a  Falhci'.  We  saw  a  I'diid.  oui-  eyes  were  opcii.  and  we 
ToHowed  vdur  patli  wll  beaten. 

Faflur! 

Believe  that  we.  the  ( )uitt(»iit)iis,  (^)ui(iua-l)()iics  and  ]Mas- 
eoutins  are  all  as  one  man.  and  we  are  sincere  for  \(>u. 
Don't  imagine  that  altho  we  go  t'cir  Ixum  to  the  Spaniards 
that  they  have  our  Hearts. 

;3d  July,  177S. 

The  chiefs,  etc.,  assrmhird  as  the  1st  July.  The  Lieutenant- 
Gov'r  then  presented  an  axe  to  Chaka,  Ouattonons  war 
Chief  told  him  that  as  he  sang  on  the  axe  belonging  to  Peein- 
endx'keetaek  [a  I'owlawatomie  war  Chief]  he  now  i)resented 
him  an  axe  for  his  use  to  act  against  thoi^e  people  who  want 
to  possess  themselves  of  your  Land,  its  the  King's  Com- 
mand that  I  put  this  axe  into  your  hands  to  act  against  His 
]Majesty's  Enemies.  I  pray  the  blaster  of  Ijife  to  give  you 
success,  as  also  your  warriors  whenever  you  go  with  your 
Father's  axe. 

Cha-ha.  Ouiattoiion  War  Chief,  received  the  axe  with 
marks  of  satisfaction  and  sung  the  war  song  and  pre- 
sented it  to  a  Ouiattonon  AVar  Chief  who  sang  and  pre- 
sented it  to  ]\Iis-quitto,  (|ui-(|ua-b(tncs.  AVar  Chief  who 
sang,  and  said.  Father : 

I  have  never  as  yet  sang  the  war  song.  I  am  but  a  young 
man,  notwithstanding  I  have  killed  men,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  sing; — Shigs.  Lieutenant-gov(M-nor  then  spoke.  I  thank 
you  ]\Iisquitto  for  having  sharpened  the  Ouiattonos  axe,  I 
present  yon  this  axe  [giving  a  AYar  Belt]  to  use  against 
the  King's  ennemies.  I  am  persuaded  the  Ouiattcuums  will 
sharpen  it  for  you  in  return.  Aliscjuitto  sings  the  war 
song  and  presented  it  to  Cha-ha,  Ouiattounon.  AVar  Chief 
Cha-ha  then  spoke. 
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Father !  It  give:s  me  pleasui-e  to  see  ^''oii  have  «riveii 
the  Qui-{iua-l)ones  an  axe,  and  that  we,  the  Ouittanons, 
should  sharpen  it.  As  for  my  part  I  am  almost  ashamed 
to  say  anything-  as  the  Qui-(|u;i-l)i  nc^  are  (greater  warriors 
than  we  are.  — Sin,f;s. 

Lieuteuant-CJovernor  pre.>eii1e(l  a  eertificate  to  Qui-qua- 
po-quois,  for  his  attachment  lo  His  Majesty  and  Govern- 
ment.    Ta.-iia.-tia,  spoke, — 

Father! 

We  return  you  thanks  for  your  attention  towai-ds  us. 
You  have  asked  in  what  time  we  want  to  return  to  oui-  vil- 
lages. We  answer  you  that  we  want  to  return  directly,  if 
possible.  You  know  that  we  Village  Chiefs  have  nothing 
to  say  in  War.  When  we  get  at  our  villages  shall  inter- 
pret everything  which  oceuricd  to  our  War  Chiefs,  who 
knoAV  how  to  act  in  War. 

Father! 

We  hope  you'll  provide  us  with  water  carriage,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  return  speedily.  AYe  are  assured 
that  everything  is  at  your  command,  therefore  you  can 
order  us  some  with  ease. 

Lieutenant-(jJovernor : 
Children! 

I  have  attended  to  what  you  have  said.  The  same  water 
carriage  that  brought  you  here  shall  take  you  back.  As  to 
what  regards  my  children,  I  assure  you  I  have  never  shewn 
more  favor  to  one  nation  than  to  another.  I  look  on  them 
as  with  one  eye  and  use  them  all  alike.  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say  but  to  wish  you  a  good  voyage  and  a  safe  return  to 
your  village.  , 

Council  held  with  tlie  Indians  at  Detroit,  June,  1778. 
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I  Trmishi / mil  | 

By  the  Imiaiu  I'AN'is  oi'  X'ixcknmos. 

T(i  II is  E.rci  Ih  iicjl,  tin   (lotu  nun'  of  lli<   ^'<l(ll(   of  V nujniid  : 

Sir— 'I'his  is  in  the  iiiiiiic  of  tlic  iiili;il)it;iiits  i  F  X'liin'iiiirs 
lliat  ilir  iiii(lrrsi<_;ii(  (1  have  llic  lioiuiiif  1()  write  llicsc  lines  lo 
\imr  Exeelleney.  in  order  lo  let  yi.u  know  tlie  eluii'aclei-  they 
have  eoneuiTently  taken  with  the  French  ef  Kaskias,  tlies; 
of  Vennillin  those  of  Oiiyas  |  Weas],  &<•..  loti'ether  with  our 
trieiuls.  and  of  Canada,  of  wliieli  W(^  know  tlieir  inlentions. 

We  are  unanimously  eoiiviiieed  not  to  icceive  any  otlu^* 
troo])s  ill  (Mir  homes  than  those  sc-nl  by  llie  l\iim'  of  b'raiiee 
to  Chase  the  enemies  fi'om   our  eounti'y. 

The  Indians  for  whieh  we  seek  are  intelligent.  We 
have  made  it  a  crime  to  r(^ceive  the  Viruinian  Troo})s  here. 
Some  nations  fight,  themselves,  against  us,  consequently  we 
will  gi\e  it  to  thein.  We  pray  Your  Excellency  will  not 
have  that  trouble  again,  at  least  that  we  may  have  the 
lil)erty  to  act  against  tlie  Enemies  of  France.  Yours  aiiil 
ours  embrace  the  same  cause.  INEany  nations  want  to  join 
us  as  much  for  us  as  for  them,  themselves.  We  will  wait, 
for  the  Virginians  \y\\\  not  be  tr(Uil)lesome  in  their  pos- 
session. Kemember  what  1  told  you.  It  is  the  same  as 
the  memoir  we  addressed  to  the  ministei-  of  Fi'ance.  ^l.  le 
Che\'alier  de  Lu/.eriie ;  at  least  he  knows  the  -Justice  of  our 
cause  and  wish  it  well  in  this  regard;  in  att(Miding  to  that 
decision  we  have  the  honor  to  be.  wi'.h  i'esi)ectful  affection, 

^'our  Ivxeellencv's  most  humble  stM'vants. 
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[ITaimilton'  to  Carleton(  ?)  J. 

M^  I. OKI) — This  vei'y  d<iy  an  o.\])i'ess  is  arrived  at  tliis 
place  I'rniii  tlie  Illinois  with  the  followiiiii"  account,  wliich 
my  duty  requires  I  should  connniuiicate  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

Twenty  days  since,  a  paity  of  the  Rebels,  reported  to 
amount  to  three  hundred  men.  marched  across  the  country 
from  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ouabash  to  Kaskaskias  and 
surprised  the  place  [which  is  defenseless]  at  nii:ht.  seized 
j\rr.  de  Rocheblave  and  })ut  him  in  irons. 

They  exact  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Con^^ress  from 
the  inhalntants,  who,  by  what  I  can  learn,  are  too  tickle 
and  ready  for  chang-e  to  make  any  difficulty. 

The  Rebels  have  sent  a  Detachment  with  an  officer  to 
Cahokia  to  receive  the  submission  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  person  who  l)rought  the  account  has  no  doubt  l)ut  those 
of  St.  Vinceiines  are  by  this  time  summoned,  as  a  B^rench 
Priest  named  Gibault,  had  his  horse  ready  saddled  to  pro- 
ceed there  from  C'ahekia,  with  design  to  act  as  an  agent 
for  the  Rebels. 

This  Ecclesiastic  is  a  fellow  of  infamous  morals,  and  I 
believe  very  cai)able  of  acting  such  a  part. 

An  lv\i)i'ess  with  this  Account  goes  oft'  tomorrow,  for 
Niagara  and    Quebec. 

]\Ionsieui'  de  Ccloi'oii.  now  at  this  ])lace,  sets  oft'  to- 
mori'ow  foi-  Ouiattonon,  \\ith  Belts  and  Speeches  for  the 
Indians  of  the  Omdiash,  who  have  lately  engaged  to  act 
against  the  Rebels,  and  whose  interest  it  is  to  oppose  their 
Progress. 
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^'oui'  l(»i-(lslii|)  is  jKMiuainted  \vitli  the  state  of  lliis  coim- 
try.  \vitli  I'l'uafd  to  tlu'  'Pr<)()])s  wliicli  (iccnpy  tiic  several 
piists,  that  there  is  but  a  siuiile  l\e<:iiiiciit  Ix'tweeii  ATont- 
real  and  ^Miehilleinaskinac,  that  lictween  the  posts  on  the 
Ijakes  and  \e\v  Orleans  iIkm-c  is  imt  a  sin^rle  Fort  or  (!ar- 
rison  to  cheek  the  French  oi'  S[)aiiiai-(ls  in  any  attempt  to 
molest  the  IJehels.  oi-  krcp  tlii'  Indians  or  inliahitants  in 
awe. 

The  pi'esenl  tractahio  disposilion  of  the  Savages  is  to 
be  made  the  most  of  as  i-eally  the  only  means  left  in  my 
hands.  How  lon<i-  the  manaiiement  of  them  may  be  en- 
trusted to  me  is  what  1  am  at  a  loss  to  <i'ness.  There  is  not 
at  this  moment  a  single  vessel  at  tliis  post.  They  ai'e  or- 
dered away  by  the  Officer  Commanding'  the  Tr()()])s,  who  lias 
received  orders  which  depi-ive  ine  of  what  authority  I 
miuhi   put  to  protit. 

No  accounts  yet  arrived  from  England ;  no  orders  or 
instrnctions  from  Quebec,  and  tho'  from  what  passes  in 
the  Mississippi  there  is  reason  to  think  a  foreign  wai-  is 
declared,  no  advice  that  can  be  depended  on  is  yet  given. 
Letters  from  St.  Joseph's  mention  that  French,  Spanish 
and  Rebel  Officers  have  been  in  treaty  with  the  Savages  of 
that  Quarter,  but  have  not  received  any  decisive  answei-. 

]\rr.  de  Rocheblave  before  his  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Rebels  informed  me  that  four  English  frigates  were 
in  the  mouth  of  the  ^Mississippi. 

The  bandctti  who  have  given  an  ahirm  in  1lie  conntry 
will  I  trust  be  obliged  to  retire,  as  there  is  reason  to  think 
the  jealousy  of  the  Savages  Avill  incite  them  to  fall  on  them. 

Some  pai'ties  of  Savages  have  lately  retui-ned  fnun  War 
with  tolerable  good  success. 

T  have  the  Honor,  etc., 

Henry  Ha  m  n/roN . 
—  99 
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[Hamilton  to  Carleton(  ?)  |. 

Sir  —  Since  my  Inst  of  \\\v  (itli  Instant  an  Express  is  ar- 
rived from  the  Ilinois,  with  an  account  of  the  arrival  of 
a  party  of  Rebels,  in  number,  three  hundred,  who  have 
taken  M.  (K'  l\ochebbiV('  pi'isoner,  luive  laid  liiiii  in  li-ons, 
and  (\\act  an  oatli  fi'om  tlie  Tn]ial)itants  binding  them  to 
obedience  to  the  Conerress,  etc. 

There  is  an  officer  with  thirty  men  detached  by  tlie 
Rebels  to  Cahokia  to  receive  the  allegiance  of  the  people  at 
that  post  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  by  this  time  they  are 
at  St.  Vincennes,  as  when  the  Express  came  away  one  Gi- 
bault,  a  French  priest,  had  his  horse  ready  saddled  to  go 
thither  from  Cahokia  to  receive  the  subnnssion  of  the  In- 
habitants in  the  name  of  the  Rebels. 

'Tis  now  but  twenty-one  days  since  the  rebels  g'ot  Pos- 
session of  Kaskaskias.  ^lonsieur  de  Celoron  sets  off  this 
day  with  Belts  for  the  Ouabash  Indians  whose  deputies 
went  from  this  not  long  since,  well  satisfied  with  their  re- 
ception and  took  three  War  Belts. 

A  letter  from  jNIr.  Rocheblave  written  some  little  time 
before  his  imprisonment  mentions  there  being  four  English 
frigates  in  the  entrance  of  the  ]\Iisisipi. 

As  thei'e  is  not  one  of  the  vessels  here  at  present,  I  send 
this  express  in  a  Batteau  to  Fort  Erie  by  Lieut.  Chabert 
of  the  Indian  Department. 

I  beg  leave  to  take  notice  to  your  Excellency  that  if  the 
Ouabash  Indians  are  supported  properly  it  will  entail 
a  considerable  additional  expence  at  the  same  time  'tis  well 
laiown  to  vour  I'^xcellencv  that  these  Nations  are  tlu'  on]y 
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l);ii'i-i('i-    1(1    lie    opposed    ;it     pi'csciit    to    tlii'    iiii'oads    of    the 
lu'lifls  jiiid   llir  ;iltciiipls  ol'  llic   l-'i'ciicli  ;md  Sp;ini;n'<ls. 

I  ;mi  also  to  ohsccNf  to  Ynwr  Ivxccllciicy  tliat  theri'  re- 
mains yet  a  lac^t'  (|uatiti1y  of  pfovisioii  to  be  forwarded 
to  this  l*ost.  that  scai'cc  any  iiicfchandi/c  is  yet  arrived,  and 
^oods  of  last  yeai-  left  on  the  eai'ryin<>'  place  being  not  yet 
forwarded,  that  la  rue  (piantities  will  be  wanted  foi-  the 
sava.ues,  as  well  as  foi-  supplyino-  the  ti-ade,  and  that  thi^ 
Vessels  alone  will  not  be  siiffieieiit  to  trans|)ort  the  ((uan- 
tities  wanted. 

If  the  merchants  were  allowed  to  forward  their  jioods  in 
batteans  all  the  way,  they  wonld  many  of  them,  I  be- 
lieve, choose  to  venture,  rather  than  abide  the  damage, 
losses  and  delays  tliey  suffered  last  year. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  sii-,  your  most  obedient  and 
most    humlile  servant. 

Henry  Hamii^ton. 
August   Stli,    1778. 
Endorsed:     Detroit. 
Lieut. -(!()v.  TLmjilton. 
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No.  4. 

oMiciiiLiMAKiNAC,  l")tli  Augusl,  1778. 

From  Major  De  l\ijsi(  r  lo  Jlis  ExcclUncy,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief : 

Sir— The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  [Richard  McCarty, 
later  captain  under  Clark]  Macarty,  a  Trader  from  this 
Post  to  the  Illinois,  and  one  from  St.  Joseph's,  will  <;ive 
your  Excellency  some  insipht  in  what  is  doing  or  likely  to 
be  done  in  that  quarter.  McCarty 's  account  is  confirmed 
by  several  people  just  arrived  from  the  Illinois,  I  am  also 
iufoniK'd  that  i'e])orts  are  spread  in  all  the  Illinois  villages 
that  the  frencli  are  soon  to  take  possession  of  that  Coun- 
try as  there  are  no  troops  at  present  to  keep  the  Virgin- 
ians from  going  there.  They  have  it  in  their  power  to 
spread  reports  and  poison  the  minds  of  the  Indians  so  as 
to  make  it  at  least  very  dangerous  to  Traders. 

]Mr.  Louis  Chevalier  at  St.  Joseph's  holds  the  pass  to 
Detroit  and  can  also  give  the  first  intelligence  of  the 
enemy's  motion  on  the  AVabash.  This  gentleman  is  so  con- 
nected with  the  Potawatamies  that  he  can  now  do  any- 
thing with  tlirm,  having  lived  upwards  of  thirty  years 
at  that  place.  A  young  Indian  named  Amial)le,  at  present 
at  AFontreal,  is  his  son.  Some  mark  of  distinction  given 
to  this  young  man,  and  he.  \\\\\\  a  few  of  his  comrade- 
Potawatamies  persuaded  to  remain  another  year  at  ]\Iont- 
real.  would  be  of  great  service,  as  those  at  St.  Joseph 
would  iiever  misbehave  whilst  any  ol"  their  friends  are 
down   the  c(Uintrv. 
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In  tlu>  year  Ti."?  wlu'ii  Si.  .loscplTs  was  ciil  olT.  Mi'.  Chev- 
alier two  days  Ix'l'mi'  it  liappciit'd.  in  roniicd  .\lr.  Sclihisser 
•oi'  tlu-  Indians  liaviiiL;  iiilciil  i(Uis.  wliiidi  he  did  not  hdic-ve, 
to  Ills  cost. 

Clu'valier  lia])pe7dim'  to  be  pi-esent,  it  <x;\\o  some  desiocn- 
\n\x  pt'oph^  a  handle  against  him  as  liis  innocence  was 
not    "I'enei'ally    known. 

1  have,  since  my  arrival  liei'e.  itKpiii'ed  parlicnhai'ly  into 
all  those  mattei's  and  lindini:-  thai  affair  no  wa\s  lo  his 
disadvan1as.!e  and  set  iiej  the  Lireat  attenlion  i»aid  lo  him 
by  tlu'  Indians,  I  thoii^hl  it  necessary  to  I'cnder  him  nsefnl 
by  iiivinii'  him  some  authority  at  St.  Joseph's  which  he 
has  hitherto  exert (h1  wilh  the  greatest  disci'etion. 

I   have   the   honor,   elc, 

[Signed]  A.  S.  De  Peyster. 

A  letter  ])rior  to  this  |  see  page  411  concerning  an  ap- 
l^lication  inade  by  the  Merchants,  Traders  and  Inhabitants 
of  IMachilimackinac,  to  His  p]xcellency,  the  ConnnancUn-- 
in-Chief,  for  a  ^lissionary  at  that  Post. 
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[l^ranslation.] 

[Celoron  to  Hamilton.] 

Sir— Since  I  arrived  at  this  i)ost  I  learned  from  an 
Indian  Piawkichias  [Pi-an-ke-shaw]  come  from  St.  Vin- 
cennes  to  the  River  An<>nil]e;  that  the  Virginians  had 
fathered  foui-  Innidred  men.  and  in  a  few  days  three  hun- 
dred more  would  arrive.  That  they  had  arrested  'Mr. 
Le  Gras  after  seizin<>-  his  floods  I  which  they  used  to  win 
over  the  Indians]  they  sent  him  under  a  good  gnai-d  to 
Illinois;  that  Gudert,  who  had  been  an  interpreter  last 
year,  and  two  settlei's  had  also  been  seized  to  be  sent  there, 
but  the  Indians  had  claimed  them  as  brothers  and  kept 
them  awaitinu'  my  arrival   at  Onyastonons. 

I  have  been  detained  here  for  eight  days  wanting  water, 
and  waiting  for  the  reply  of  the  village,  not  yet  made.  The 
Indians  do  not  appear  disposed  to  go  to  the  Illinois.  The 
Indians  of  Onatache,  tepicouos,  du  cceur  de  ceif  and  those 
of  St.  Joseph,  have  not  yet  returned  from  Kaskaskias  where 
they  were  invited  to  go  by  the  rebels  of  the  north  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  post  I  found  all  th(^  merchandize 
for  Vincennes  and  the  Onyas  party.  They  promisetl  the 
Indians  who  would  help  llu-m.  all  the  etfects  that  the 
French  brought  from  Detroit.  A  party  of  fifteen  Indians 
left  here  yesterday  for  the  falls  to  attack  the  rebels  there, 
where  there  is  great  numbers  and  a  strong  fort  between 
the  falls  and  tlu'  River  Roetie,  south  of  the  Belle  River. 
They  are  contiiuially  working  to  strengthen  it.  All  the' 
news  deserves   the   greatest   attention,   and  should  I  hear 
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of  aiiytliiiiL;'  worth  wliiK'.  when   I  ^o  to  the  Oiiyns,  T  sliail 
st'iul  a  fourii-'i'  witli  it. 

I  have  the   honor  to  l)t'   witli   respect.   Sir, 

Your  vei'v  hiiiiil)ie  servant, 

Celoron. 
At  .Miaiiiis  the  I'Sth  An«;ust.  177S. 

Th(.'  \'iri;iiiiaiis  after  liavini^'  taken  the  oath  at  St.  Vin- 
cent's, established  three  offieei-s  tliere,  who  are  ]\Iessrs. 
Myette,  coinniandant  ;  liaron,  Ma.joi';  and  ^Mnnhi'iini,  lieu- 
tenant. 

Endorsed  :  Fi-oni  ]\Lr.  Celoi'on  at  tlie  Mianiis  the  28th 
August ;  received  5th  Oct. ;  enclosed  in  Lieut. -Gov.  Hamil- 
ton's  letttM'  of  the  16th  and  17th  Sept.,  and  received  the 
5th  Oct..  niarketl  Detroit. 
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]'>y  George  Rogers  Clark.  p]sq.,  Colonel  in  the  \'i!'niiiia 
Troops,  and  Connnandant  of  the  Eastern  Illinois  and  its 
Dependencies,  &e..  &c. 

AVhereas,  Kinaytounak.  Chief  of  the  Henard  Xalion  of 
Indians,  has  entered  into  alliance  and  Friendsliip  with  the 
United  States  of  America  and  promised  to  be  a  trne  and 
faithfid  subject  thereto : 

In  consideration  of  which  I  do  give  him  this  as  a  Remem- 
brance that  he  and  his  Nation  are  to  treat  all  the  Subjects 
of  the  said  States  with  Friendship  and  receive  them  at 
all  times  as  their  Brothers.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal  at  Fort  Bowman  in  Kahos,  this  28th  day  of  August, 
1778. 

G.  R.  Clarke  [SVa/].* 

Endorsed:  Commission  given  by  the  Rebels,  chief  of 
the  Renards,  sent  by  Gautier  to  ]\Iajor  de  Peyster,  received 
with  his  letter  of  13th.  :\Iav  the  30th,  1778. 


*  This   seal   bears   a  lion   rampant  witli   star   and   crescent,    the   field 
marked  for  gules. 
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Canadian  Akciiivks,  Skries  B,  Vol.  122,  1*.  1(17. 

I  11  \.MIl/i()N   'lO    II.\I,1)IMA.\1)|  . 

Di'ri'KoiT,  Sept.  22ti(l,  177.S. 

Sir— I  have  the  lionoi'  to  a('(|iiaiiit  yoiii-  Ivxccllnicy  that 
the  i)i'e[)ai"atives  foi-  diii-  little  eiitei'prize  ai'e  t'orwai'diiig 
Avith  alacfity.  This  day.  If),  lai'tie  Pifoiiues  capable  of 
traiisixii'tiiiu  I'l'oiii  l.SOO  to  iJ.OOO  lt)s.  each,  liavin;^  had  a 
thoi'OUiih  repair,  set  off  foi-  Wold  IJapid  where  cattle  and 
wheels  are  likewise  sent  to  exjx'dite  the  carriaiie  at  that 
portage.  Biscuit  is  baked,  provisions  packed  in  small 
barrels  or  baas,  the  militia  companies  drafted,  artillery 
stores  ])r(^pare(l,  boats  mending"  and  all  that  can  be  thought 
on,  pnt  forward. 

If  it  be  possible  to  move  off  on  1st  of  the  next  month,  I 
shall  use  my  best  endeavors  to  do  it.  I  cannot  foresee 
[tho'  I  shall  provide  auainst]  any  inclenuMicy  of  the  weatli- 
er,  which  ought  to  prcvcnl  our  taking  and  maintaining  a 
post  till  reinforcements  can  join  us,  light  Cannonandan  able 
Engineei'  [as  I  must  ])rofess  my  own  want  of  knowle:-lge 
in  a  branch  which  re(piires  abilities  wliich  I  could  never 
pretend  to]  are  capital  points.  I  purpose  taking  presents 
not  only  for  the  Ouebash  and  more  Western  Indians,  but  to 
encourage  the  Delawai-es,  Mingocs  and  Shawanese  to  k(H^p 
good  watch  towards  the  baid\s  of  the  Ohio  during  the 
winter,  the  season  when  the  Savages  are  usually  dispersed 
foi'  hunting. 

If  the  Western  Indians  expi'css  th(Mr  lesentiricnt  for  the 
inroad  of  the  Ifclicls  into  their  ('ounti'y  this  will  be  a 
nol)l('  opportunity  to  build  a  fort  on  so  impoi'laid  a  s|)ot 
as    the    l-'oi'ks    al    tiic    conHux    (d'   the    Ohio    and    Misissipi. 
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which  may  be  in  future,  a  bfidh*  on  the  Anirficniis  of  what- 
ever clenoiiiinatioii  or  intei'est. 

The  falls  on  tlic  Ohio  nrv  another  iiiii)oi'tant  i)a8s  which 
I  believe  the  licbeLs  will  not  omit  to  secure  and  fortify,  the 
Forks  of  the  'I'liiakiki  are  a  third  object,  with  the  mouth  of 
the  IMissoufi  for  keeping  in  temper,  the  only  way  of  sub- 
jectinii-  savages  here,  we  might  undersell  the  Spaniards. 

As  these  are  points  pei'haps  too  tliflicult  to  be  attempted 
in  our  present  situation,  ])ei-ha])s  liable  to  objection  in 
aii\',  1  inetilion  Iheiu  witli  that  dislrust  and  diffidence 
whicii  my  humble  station  and  abilities  denumd.  It  would 
however  make  me  very  happy  to  think  a  proposal  of  the 
kind  should  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation  and 
that  1  could  be  in  the  slenderest  degree  a  means  of  pro- 
moting the  honor  and  interest  of  my  King  and  Country. 

The  Spaniards  are  feeble  and  hated  by  the  French.  The 
French  are  fickle  and  have  no  man  of  capacity  to  advise 
or  lead  them,  the  Rebels  are  enterprising  and  brave,  but 
want  resources,  and  the  Indians  can  have  their  resources 
but  from  the  English,  if  we  act  without  loss  of  time  in  this 
favorable   conjuncture. 

This  may  appear  a  picture  with  strong  lights  and  little 
or  no  shade,  but  as  the  effects  of  pushing  a  force  sup- 
ported by  the  zeal  of  the  Indians  [who  have  hitherto  acted 
with  perfect  compliance]  have  not  yet  been  tryed,  I  hope 
to  be  excused  if  perhaps  too  sanguine. 

The  most  considerable  of  the  French  in  this  settlement 
have  shewn  a  very  good  example,  and  'tis  better  followed 
than  I  had  expected,  the  appearance  of  a  reinforcement 
from  Niagara  will  fortify  them  in  their  good  disposition. 

I  design  forming  a  depot  at  the  IMiamis,  but  shall  take 
a  survey  of  the  Portage  before  I  fix  on  its  being  on  this 
or  the  other  side  of  the  carrying  place;  should  the  Indians 
act  with  zeal  for  us,  it  shall  be  on  the  other  sitle :  if  coolly, 
on  this. 
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All  account  of  the  niiml)ers  wliieh  leave  this  phiee  sliall 
he  transmitted  to  your  Exce]U>ncy  by  tlie  next  vessel  \vlii<;h 
goes  to  Fort  Krie;  the  savaues  are  to  ^ive  tlicir  atiswci-  this 
•lay. 

Some  workinji'  oxen  and  hoi'ses  set  off  this  day  for  the 
Miaiins  to  forward  tlic  transport  of  provisions  at  that  cai-- 
ryin^'  place. 

Major  Hay  [of  tlie  militia,  not  yet  confirmed  from  Head- 
quarters, tho'  his  Commission  ajid  those  of  the  othei-  ofti- 
cers  in  the  .Militia  and  Indian  depart im^nt  wei-e  sent  down 
above  a  year  since  foi'  the  ( 'ommandei'-iii-C'hief' s  ai)i)r'o- 
bationj  and  Lieut.  Dnvernet,  Ii.  \{.  A.,  will  commit  to 
paper  their  remarks  upon  their  conniuuiication  fi'om  this 
to  the  Ilinois,  and  shonld  anything'  occur  to  me  on  our 
progress,  I  shall  venture  to  connnunicate  them  to  your 
Excellency,  trusting  to  your  Candor  and  indulgence  for  the 
errors,  omissions  antl  incorrectness  which  want  of  infor- 
mation, hurry,  or  my  wnui  of  judgment  may  occasion. 

Several  appointments  with  pay,  taking  place  on  this  oc- 
casion, a  list  of  them  shall  be  prepared  for  your  Excellency, 
and  I  hope  shall  appear  not  too  lightly  undertaken. 

September  23d,  1778.  This  day  I  met  the  Outawas,  the 
Chippeweys  and  Poleonattamies  in  Council  by  th(Mr  own 
appointment.  Present,  Captain  Lernoult,  Lieut.  Shourd  and 
the  Interpreters.  The  Ilurons  were  to  have  come  but  the 
bad  weather  prevented  them.  However  the  Outawas  spoke 
with  a  sort  of  resentment  at  their  failing  to  meet  as  agi'eed 
upon.  Some  days  ago  I  had  called  the  Chiefs  together  and 
without  directly  asking  them  to  join  me,  had  told  them  I 
was  going  to  rise  up  to  keep  my  word  with  the  Ouahash 
Indians,  who  had  taken  up  the  axe  of  their  Fathei-,  the  King, 
had  accepted  his  medals  and  professed  their  attachment 
to  the  English.  I  fui-ther  informed  them  that  my  hands 
were  loosed  bv  your  orders,  that   I  should   no  longer  con- 
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sider  iiiy.srlf  as  a  village  Chief,  and  llial  ("apt.  l.ci'iioidt 
would  act  the  part  of  Father  to  Iheiii  in  my  abseiu-e.  Tliis 
with  Ihc  mustering  the  militia,  pressing  all  the  craft  on 
the  River,  and  other  preparations,  informed  them  sufficient- 
ly of  my  designs  of  going  to  war.  I  had  previous  intelligence 
of  some  designs  to  traverse  the  good  disposition  of  the 
Indians  who  at  these  times  have  alwa\s  been  tanijxM-M  w  itli. 
Two  lieutenants  of  the  militia  who  have  betrayed  a  back- 
wardness, I  liave  bi'oke  and  order 'd  to  do  their  eourvee, 
James  Cassety,  an  Irishman,  and  l^'rancois  ]\Iai'antete.  a 
Frenclniian. 

Youi-  Iv\('(>lK'ney  will  receive  enclosed  an  extract  of  the 
Council. 

The  copies  of  orders  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  (Jth  of  August,  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
m}^  present  hurry  will  jiermit.  and  slioukl  I  be  too  nuich 
press'd  in  time.  Captain  Lernoult  will  send  them  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Se])t.  24:th.  The  oath  of  allegiance  was  tendered  to  the 
Volunteers  from  the  different  companies  who  appeared  to 
the  number  of  75.  to  the  officers  of  ^lilitia  and  of  the 
newly  formed  Com])anies,  &c. 

In  the  Afternoon  the  Indians  had  an  ox,  and  Captain 
Lernoult  Avith  several  of  the  officers  and  principal  inhabi- 
tants assisted  at  their  feast. 

Sept.  25th.  A  chief  of  the  Poutcouattamies  took  charge 
of  a  Letter  and  message  for  St.  Josephs.  From  ^lajor  de 
.Peyster's,  opinion  of  Louis  Chevalier,  I  have  written  to 
ChevalicM-  in  a  style  to  prompt  him  to  desei've  a  eonlidi'uce, 
I  nmst  own  there  is  nuich  reason  to  think  ill  placed,  at  all 
events  there  is  no  other  person  there,  can  engage  the  Pout- 
couattamies to  act.  and  as  IntiM'est  is  his  Deity  perliaps  he 
may   reconcile   liis   worslii])   with    liis    Duty. 
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26Th.  1  <4iive  Capt.  ilcKeo  a  iiu'ssai;i'  and  |)iTsciit  (if  aiii- 
immilion  for  the  Shawaiu's<>  who  afc  uiidci'  Mi-.  Dc  (^iiiiidre 
and  have  not  yet  broke  ii|)  their  little  si(re.  I'liis  evenin<r  Mr. 
Charles  Baubin  came  in  from  the  Maamis.  Letters  whicli  Ik; 
brought  mention  one  Chii'ke  with  SO  men  l)eing'  at  St.  V'in- 
cennes,  whei'e  the  Freneh  I'eeeive  them  well.  The  Indians 
at  Ouittonn  as  yet  undecided  ;nid  limorous.  I  sliall  lose 
no  time  to  I'lieoiiraiie  them. 

Shonkl  1  arrive  time  enough  at  Oniattoun  to  speak  to  the 
Chiefs  before  they  take  a  decisive  part,  I  don't  doubt  the 
sight  (il*  the  Chiefs  from  the  kake  will  detei'mine  them  as 
I  eouhl  wisli. 

I  hope  to  have  youi'  Excellency's  approbation  foi-  a  step 
I  mean  to  take  with  the  air  of  Authority  I  supixo't,  which 
is  to  cancel  the  bargain  made  for  tlie  lend  |land|  of  tlifi 
Peakashaw's,  the  effect  of  this,  with  that  nation,  and  those  of 
Onabasli,  will  probably  be  to  beget  a  confidence  in  the 
English,  as  the  French  and  Virginians  have  been  jointly 
concerned  in  an  underhand  ])urchase,  unauthorized  by  His 
Majesty. 

Gibault,  the  Priest,  has  been  active  for  the  Eebels.  1  shall 
reward  him  if  ])ossible. 

27th.  Ordered  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Indian  Department 
with  a  small  party  of  the  ^Militia  to  the  ^liamis  to  assist  the 
workmen  in  repairing  the  cai'iwing  ])lace.  assisting  the 
Master  Carpentei",  Boat  l)uilder,  c^'c,  with  written  insti'uc- 
tions. 

Monsieur  de  Celoron  writes  that  Jean  Baj)tiste  Chapoton 
[late  a  Captain  of  Militia  at  this  ])lace|  Bosseron  Junior 
and  IMons.  Le  Gras  are  on  the  best  terms  imaginable  with 
the  rebel  officers  at  St.  Vincennes. 

This  last  person  had  Ix^eii  e(|uipi)ed  at  this  place,  was  in 
partnership  at   Delioit   and   had   received   many  favoi's  at 
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the   lijiMils  of  the   KiiLilish   jiiid    FrciR'h   ;t1    lliis   place,  not 
1()  say  aiiyl  liiiiti'  oi*  Governor  Abbott's  kiiidiicss  1o  liim. 

.Mr.  .1.  15.  ('liniviton  was  dismissed  at  his  own  recjuesl 
on  Ihc  |)nl(ii(r  (if  bein^i'  too  old  to  fulfill  the  functions  of 
his  phiee.  lie  has  exceeded  the  terms  expressed  in  his 
pass,  so  that  he  proves  himself  a  worthy  associate  of  i\Ir. 
Le  Gras  in  perjury,  treason  and  ingratitude 

My  determination  is  to  set  out  as  soon  as  possible.  Gap- 
tain  Lernoult  will  send  forward  any  reinforcement,  thus 
the  time  spent  in  Indian  Councils  [which  are  sometimes 
very  deliberate]  may  be  employed  at  the  Miamis  in  forti- 
fying that  Depot,  calling  in  the  Indians,  building  craft 
and  stoi'ohouses,  and  procuring  intelligence. 

Gai)tain  McKee  has  orders  to  nuike  enquiry  what  is  doing 
at  the  falls  on  the  Ohio,  his  information  shall  be  forwarded 
by  express  if  necessary. 

Ex])resses  shall  be  sent  to  Niagara  from  time  to  time  thro' 
the  winter. 

I  am  persuaded  troops  may  be  forwarded  to  the  south- 
Avard  all  times;  the  winters  are  mild  aiul  the  Rebels  are 
not  so  well  clothed  as  we.  Good  arms  are  our  greatest 
want. 

I  shall  use  every  means  in  my  power  to  communicate 
with  ]Mr.  Stuart,  but  believe  it  will  be  scarce  practicable. 

Sir,  it  is  with  due  deference  I  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion what  occurs  to  me  at  present  relative  to  the  post  at 
the  ]\Iiamis. 

There  will  be  a  store  of  provisions,  perha{)S  of  ammuni- 
tion and  Indian  goods,  at  that  i)lace.  As  soon  as  I  arrive 
there  I  shall  order  a  Ridoidjt  to  be  thrown  up,  the  houses 
to  be  fortified,  or  such  other  precaution  taken  for  its  de- 
fence as  may  appear  best  suited  to  th'*  inunbei-  of  inhabi- 
tants and  nature  of  the  ground. 
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If  the  lirbcls  ;it  Kort  IMtt  with  tile  iissisi  jiiicc  of  Hi- 
Dclawiiros  in  tlicir  iiilcrcsl,  (-(mid  effect  the  surprize  of 
such  a  place,  they  wouM  uot  only  possess  llieuisclves  of  our 
magazine,  but  cut  ot'f  one  of  oui'  eonnnunicatioiis  with  De- 
troit, as  wo  uii-ilit  ill  tliat  ease  l>e  obliged  to  return  by  the 
way  of  Si.  Joseph  and  be  distressed  for  Provisions.  I  shall 
represent  tliis  to  ('apt.  Lernoult  who  will  judge  how  fai-  a 
detachinent  sent  from  Detroit  to  the  Miamis  will  be  a  cover 
to  Detroit,  and  facilitate  and  secure  our  correspondence 
and  communication. 

The  Aveakness  of  the  Garrison  of  Detroit  is  known  to 
your  Excellency.  I  need  not  therefore  dwell  on  that  sub- 
ject, but  (il  all  (I'oifs.  I  shall  proceed,  guided  by  the  best 
infoi-mation  I  can  procure. 

Among  several  persons  very  capable  of  informing  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  characters  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, Mr.  Alexis  ^Maisonville  is  perhaps  the  most  so,  and 
I  must  render  that  justice  to  his  zeal  and  good  will  which 
they  merit.  He  has  been  very  forward  on  this  occasion 
and  every  other  to  act  the  part  of  a  good  subject.  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's  favor.  When 
Ave  shall  arive  at  the  Illinois  I  expect  great  advantage  from 
his  enterprizing  spirit. 

I  have  engaged  a  person  to  go  from  the  ]Miamis  to  Hie 
Chickesees  from  whom  he  will  procure  guides  to  lead  him 
to  Mr.  Stuart,  a  verbal  message  is  all  I  shall  charge  him 
with  for  fear  of  discovery. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  to  the  connnandant  on  the  Spanish 
side  of  the  ]\[isisipi,  which  T  shall  send  hy  the  fii'st  opportu- 
nity which  may  present. 

TIk'  copies  of  orders  which  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit, are  not  by  any  means  in  the  correct  form  I  could 
wish.  Ycur  Excellency  will.  1  hope,  make  allowance  for 
my  liui'iy.     Favorable  i-ains  for  some  days  past  and  the 
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uood  toinpi'i-  and  disposition  of  the  Indians  encourage  me 
to  hope  ouf  littl(  ciitcrpiize  may  be  attended  with  some  ad- 
vantage. When  Mv.  Bauhin  left  the  JMianiis,  there  was  no 
notion  there  of  any  preparations,  so  that  the  first  repoits  at 
tlic  llinois  will  ]iro1)ably  gain  little  credit. 

Oct.  l2d.  We  liave  found  it  a  ditflcult  matter  to  lind  two 
savages  to  go  express  with  letters  for  Niagara,  they  are  so 
desii'ous  of  going  towards  the  Ouahash.  I  hope,  however,  to 
procure  them  by  tomorrow.  On  account  of  all  the  vessels 
being  absent,  the  repairing  (uir  craft  goes  on  but  slowly, 
the  master  buildei-  is  this  day  to  give  in  the  return  of 
those  which  are  in  condition,  and  a  second  Brigade  will  set 
off  the  5th  inst. 

The  violent  rains  which  were  so  necessary  for  raising 
the  M'atei's  of  the  ^liamis  River,  have  retarded  us  in  many 
particulars. 

Your  Excellem-y  will  please  to  observe  that  on  the  list 
of  volunteers  for  the  enterprize  several  persons  are  em- 
ployed Avho  must  cai'ry  arms  when  occasion  calls.  As  to 
the  high  pay,  \\ages  are  so  extravagant  here  that  the 
common  men  receive  but  half  what  they  might  earn  were 
they  to  stay  at  home.  This  encouragement  therefore  was 
necessary. 

Oct.  3rd.  177(5  [1778],  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

La.st  night  the  Savages  were  assembled  Avhen  I  sung  the 
AVar  Song,  and  was  followed  by  Captain  Lei'noult  and 
several  officers,  &c.,  and  the  warriors  going  on  the  enter- 
prize— the  best  dispositions  and  alacrity  sliown  by  all. 

Two  liulians  set  off  Express  this  day  with  the  Letters. 

As  Captain  Lernoult  cannot  spare  men  from  the  gar- 
rison, I  leave  two  small  Howitzers  behind,  as  they  wonid 
be  but  lumber  without  people  to  work  them. 

I  have  foi-  the  six-pounder  which  we  take.  2  Arti'lery 
men.   1   Sergt..  1  Corp'].,  and  V2  of  the  Volunteer  Militia 
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uiuUn-  \ho  ()i'(U'i"s  of    Lieut.    Dii    ^^■l■ll(■l.    who   li.-is  exerted 
himself  in   pi-ovidiim  ntid   |)ivp;u'iji<i-  the  uiany  necessaries 

(*oiiiiiii|-  uikIit  his  direct  ion. 

We   sli;ill    set    off    lul'    the    .Mijiiiiies    liiviT    the    (ith    without 
fail. 

I    lia\-e    the    honor    to    be,    Sir,    witii    the    most    i)rofound 
lu'Siteet,  Sir, 

Youi-  ExeeUeney's  most  olx'dient  and  most  (h'voted  serv- 
ant, 

Uenkv  Ha.mh.ton. 

I  take  llie  lil)erty  of  enelosinu'  three  h'tters  in  Your  Ex- 
eelh'iiey  "s  paeivet. 


-28 
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Cx\NADLvx   Ahciiives,   Skkiks  B.   VoL.   99,   P.    171. 

Proportion  oi'  stores  taken  fi-oiu  Deti-oit  iijuui  an  Expedi- 
tion to  the  Uinois : 

Beafs,  6  per 1  prickers    2 

Travelling   Carriages 1  punches     2 

Trunks            do.         1  Sheepskins  2 

Case  shott  fix'd 200  Carbine  Cartridges 480 

Grape  shott 30  Carbine  flints    200 

Loose  round  shott 50  Paper  quires   120 

Fix'd      do.       do 150  Thread,    lbs 10 

Tubes    700  Handjack    1 

Portfires    84  Bridge  Barrels 1 

Stow  Match,  lbs 60  Leather    Bucketts 2 

Spunages 2  Filling   boxes 2 

Ladles    1   Hand  Bills  20 

Wadhook 1  Oke  Cloths  4 

Portfire  sacks 2  Hanks  of  Cord 12 

Tent  hooks 2  Carbine  Ball    1 00 

Drag  rope,  sets 1  Tanned  Hides  2 

Mens  harness,  do 2  White  Rope,  2-3  of  a  coil.  .  . 

Tube  bones    2  Tents 5 

Spunage    tacks 200  Grind  stones   1 

Flax,  lbs 2  Cross   cut    saws 3 

Shells,    gunades 20  Tackes,    double,    Block    and 

Fuzes,    spare 30       Simple 2 

Hammers,    claw 2  Whip  saws  2 

Tennant    saw 1  Files,   fordo 6 

Apons  of  Lead 2  Grease,   lbs 20 

Powder  horns  with  slugs.  .  .      2  Sulphur,    lbs 25 

Flannel    Cartridges 200  Saltpetre,  lbs 25 

Leather  Cartridges 2  Team  by  Esallt 6 

Powder  in  barrels 4  Spades 6 

Dark    leadhorns 5  pincers,  prs 4 

Scales,  pr 1  Supass,  do 6 

Weights  from   14  to  2   lbs.  .         Knives 6 

Common    measures   from    Vi         Copper   adze    1 

oz.  to  3   tbs Quadrant  brass 1 

Spikes  of  Steel 6  Handspikes    6 

Proportion  of  stores  taken  from  Detr(Ht  l)y  JA.  Cieneral 

Hamilton : 

Henry  Du  Yernet, 

2(1  Lient.  of  Artillery. 
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Number  o\'  l);it1(';iii.s  and  |)(M-(i(|I1cs  ciiiploycd  on  (iov. 
llaiiiiltoii's  t'xpcdil  ion  : 

Peroques  42 

Batteaus   10.  1  a  very  large  French  one. 

Total  52 

The  nnnibei'  ol"  Carls  cniploycd,  etc.,  o?i  llif  ('arryiiiij;' 
place  of  the  ]\Iiainis : 

Carts    10 

Carriages  with    1  Wheels  for 

the   Batteaus 2 

Carriages  with  2  Wheels  for 

the  peroques 4 

Total    16 

l*art  of  our  Provisions  were  sent  forward  with  Col.  INIc- 
Leod ;  the  Rest  ijot  over  in  6  da^'s  from  the  29th  November 
to  the  5th  D(H''Mnber. 

Henry  Du  Vernet, 
2d  Lieut,  of  Artillerv. 
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Canadian   AivCIIimn.  Si;kii;s  I>.  \'(ii,.   ll'L'.   I'.  211. 

I  1  I  A.M  ll/l'(»N    'I'O    I  1  \I.1)I.\I  AM>  I  . 

SiK  —  Till'  L'lid  liisliiiit  ;iii  cxpi't'ss  went  by  hiiul  from 
tliis  pljicc  to  \'i;iL;;ir;i  with  ;i  Icttrr  in  I'onii  of  Dinry  com- 
iiu'iicinu-  the  '2'2\\i\  of  S.-ptrmlx'i-,  177S.  I  have  the  honor 
of  ti'fiiisiiiiftiiiLi-  to  yoiii'  Ivxci'Mciicy  1»\  ;iii  Indian  (■xi)i'es.s 
the  occuiTt'iiccs  since  thai    letter  was  closed. 

The  .Ith  of  October,  late  in  the  evening',  Messienrs  Charles 
r.nd  Xicholas  (iouin  came  to  Detroit,  the  latter  expi'ess  from 
the  .Miamis.  with  an  account  that  Mr.  de  Celown  |CeloronJ 
was  at  Ouittonon,  when  one  De  Couague,  the  bastard  sava<ie 
son  of  the  old  man  now  Intei'i)i"eter  at  Niagara,  and  who  is  a 
chief  amont;'  the  Peoi'ias,  ai'rived  with  5  other  Persons, 
having  Belts  from  the  Rebels  and  speeches  address "d  to  the 
Oiiebash  Indians  nearly  in  the  following  terms: 

"You  Indians  living  on  the  River  "Onabash' — we  are  not 
"come  with  design  to  lake  your  lands  from  you;  we  only 
"desire  to  pass  thro'  your  Country  to  Detroit  to  turn  out 
"your  Father  who  is  there,  for  now  your  late  Father,  the 
"King  of  France,  is  come  to  Life  and  will  recover  the  coun- 
"try  he  los;  to  the  English. 

"  Here  are  several  Belts  for  you  to  consider  upon — a 
"white  one  for  the  French,  a  red  one  for  the  Spaniards  who 
"mean  to  assist  them,  a  blue  one  in  the  name  of  the  Colo- 
"nies;  a  green  one  offering  peaceable  terms  from  the 
"Americans  if  you  allow  them  to  pass  freely,  and,  lastly,  a 
"red  one  ot^'eiing  you  \\';\v.  if  you  i)refei'  that. 

"We  desire  you  to  leave  a  very  wide  I'oad  for  us,  as  we 
"are  many  in  number  and  love  to  liave  room  (Miow  for 
"our  inarch,  foi-  us  swinging  our  arms  as  we  walk,  we  may 
"chance  to  hurt  some  of  your  young  |)eople  with  oui' 
' '  swords. ' ' 
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^Ir.  di'  ( 'cldiw  II,  as  I  am  IiiIoi'iikmI.  ciintciilcd  liiiiisclf  with 
lK'arin«i-  this  much,  and  withoiil  waiting-  to  hear  wliat  reply 
llie  Indians  made  to  this  flourishing'  speech,  mounted  his 
liorse  and  I'ode  off  I'oi'  1hc  .Miaiiiis.  who  had  sent  a  chief 
and  some  men  to  meet  the  llehels,  1  suppose  with  fi-iendly 
(tvertures.  as  Ihey  are  reputed  hut  a  (histardly  nati(;n  and 
have  (Idiie  nothing"  this  war,  1ho'  tree  ted  as  well  as  the 
bravest. 

^\r.  de  Celoron's  expeditious  movement  rather  surprizes 
me,  l)u1  in  this  country  where  indulgence  ])leuiero  takes 
pjace,  there  can  be  but  slender  confidence  on  protestations 
or  even  sti'onger  tyes.  However,  his  own  account  may 
throw  a  different  light  on  his  actions.  I  cwn  the  proceed- 
ings of  several  peo])]e  at  the  different  forts  gives  little  room 
for  conficUnice  in  any  of  them. 

Two  men  of  the  name  of  Raimbault  went  lately  from 
the  Miamis  with  goods  for  St.  Vincennes,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Baubin  positively  forbade  them,  representing  the  ob- 
ligation of  their  oath  and  the  terms  of  the  pass  received 
from  me  at  this  place. 

]\Ir.  Bellesti'c,  who  has  been  some  time  amongs;  the  Span- 
iards, is  said  to  be  at  the  head  of  200  French,  who  have 
joined  the  Rebels  on  their  march,  100  from  Illinois,  the  rest 
from  St.  Vincennes. 

The  6th  our  tents  were  struck  before  day  antl  most  of  our 
stores  embark 'd,  when  three  Ilurons  from  Sandooski  ar- 
rived with  a  very  substantial  account :  of  the  approach  of 
the  Rebels  by  several  diffei-ent  routes,  that  the  advanced 
guard  of  their  main  body  was  800  strong,  that  they  were 
provided  with  Cannon  to  come  against  Detroit,  with  vari- 
ous ])ar;ieubirs  calculated  to  alarm  and  disconcert  the  In- 
dians. 

I  told  the  messenger,  however  little  credit  I  gave  to  this 
account,  it  should  be  ct)nnnunicated  to  the  4  neighboring 
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nations,  hul   llmt    1   liml  ciiiza^cd  to  assist   t!ic  Oualiasli   In- 
dians; 1   would  kcc])  my  woi-d. 

'I'lu'  Indians.  Ixmul;'  ass(Mid)lcd  in  the  a  t'lci'iioon,  heard  my 
(^pinion  ol"  the  inlrllii^vncc.  and  with  the  utmost  chearfull- 
ness  agreed  to  ai-compauN-  us. 

Dnring  our  meeting  the  vessel  hove  in  sight.  The  7th,  at 
8  in  the  morning,  Captain  liird  with  fifty  of  the  King's 
Regiment  from  Niagara,  hinded. 

Captain  I.enioult  lias  permitted  Lieut.  Shoui'd  with  2 
Sergeants  and  30  men  to  aecompany  us,  whieh,  considering 
our  hasty  levies,  will  be  a  reinforcement  of  conscnpienee. 
The  true  spirit  of  the  service  prompts  Lieut.  Shourd,  his 
Sergeants,  and  I  tliink  the  greater  part  of  his  men.  to  pre- 
sent themselves  on  this  occasion.  Our  strength  will  now 
consist  of  one  Lieutenant  of  Artillery  with  two  (Junners, 
one  Lieutenant  of  the  King's,  2  Sergeants  and  31  Rank  and 
File,  and  the  Volunteer  and  Militia,  as  mentioned  in  a 
former  letter. 

The  Indians  about  70,  several  of  them  Chiefs,  the  rest 
picked  men. 

^ly  satisfaction  is,  all  are  Volunteers. 

Your  Excellency  will,  I  hope,  excuse  the  hurry  and  in- 
correctness of  my  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c,  Sir, 
Y/)ur  Excellency's  most  devoted,  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Henry  Hamilton. 

Detroit,  7tli  Oct.,  1778,  if,  after  11  a.  m. 
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Canadian  Akciiives,  Series  B,  Vol.  1  •_'•_*.  P.  217. 
[Hamilton  to  IIaldlmand.  | 

RociiEK  DE  Bout,  Oct.  14th,  "78. 

Sir — I  have  the  lioiior  to  af(|iiaint  youi-  K.xecllency  that 
the  little  force  under  my  command  arrived  at  this  place 
yesterday,  having  found  the  water  higher  than  usual  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  We  have  this  day  got  up  the  greatest 
part  of  tlie  Provision  brought  by  Captain  Grant  in  a  small 
sloop  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids.  A  detachment  of  the 
King's  Regiment  of  one  Subaltern,  one  Sergeant  and  31 
i-ank  and  file  joined  us  at  pointe  des  Chesnes  the  11th  in- 
stant. l)ut  an  unlucky  accident  has  deprived  u.s  of  Lieut. 
Shourd,  who  commanded  it.  His  fuzee  going  off  accidently 
has  broke  his  leg,  and  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  sending 
him  back  to  Deti-oit  with  the  surgeon  in  a  batteau.  The 
Indians  join  us  as  we  proceed,  and  there  is  amongst  us  all 
the  best  temper  that  can  be  wished.  This  evening  late  a 
trusty  savage  arrived,  whom  I  had  sent  forward  for  intelli- 
gence, lie  brings  an  account  that  the  proposition  of  the  Reb- 
els to  the  savages  at  St.  Vincennes  have  been  rejected,  and 
tho'  they  have  not  been  apprized  that  the  Indians  of  the 
Ijakes  were  coming  to  their  assistance,  they  have  answered 
th.em  with  a.  s])irit  that  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  all  will  go 
well.  Mr.  de  Celoron  has  acted  in  a  manner  very  unprece- 
dented and  which  I  hope  for  the  honor  of  human  nature  will 
never  be  followed.  Treachery,  ingratitude  and  perjury  are 
heavy  charges  to  lay  to  the  account  of  a  man  reputed  a 
man  of  honor,  but  1  am  bold  to  say  it  can  be  but  too  well 
supported.  He  had  the  effrontery  to  repeat  to  me  l)y  word 
of  mouth  and  in  hearing  of  the  people  in  my  l)att(>au,  that 
the  Rebels  wtM'c  at  the  ]\Iiamis,  tho'  tliey  had  not  an'ived 
at  the  Ouiat,  when   he  liad   j)reeii)i1ately   left   it,   bringing 
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^\•itll  liiin  hov/ever  some  l*;u'ks  oi"  I'clh'w  lie  I'.-iiiucd  jiltout 
for  three  days  ainoiiii'  the  liulians,  in  the  mouth  of  tlie 
Miaiiiis  river,  spi-eadiiii;'  this  report  which,  however,  they 
did    not    ere(lit. 

I  shall  ha\c  the  honor  of  wi'itir.u'  to  Your  KxeeHeiifv  more 
Part  ieiihirly    from   the   Miamis  town. 

AVe  ha\e  hceii  luLilily  t'avoi'ed  by  the  weather,  else  we  must 
have  sul"fei-ed  ui'eat  dehiy  in  arriving'  thus  far. 

Any  inteliiji'eiu'e  of  moment   shall    l)e    forwarded   to  De- 
troit by  every  oeeasion  that  |)r(  seiits. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  I'euai'd,  Sir, 

^'our    Kxeelleueys    most     obedient     and    most     humble 
servant,  IIENR^■   Hamilton. 
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Canadian  Akciuves,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  219. 
[Hamilton  to  Haldimand.] 

I'rdcccdinns  oT  Hic  Jxcbels  at  St.  N'iiu'eiiiiL's  u-^s  related  to 
Litnit.  Uov.  llaiiiilldii  liy  Noegik,  an  Ottawa  War  Chief,  sent 
forward  to  gain  iiilellio-ence.  Camp  at  Rocliee  de  Bout  14th 
Oct.,  1778. 

On  the  Jxebels'  first  ai'civai  at  St.  Vijiceinies  tliey  took 
down  the  Eniilisli  FliXjx  left  lliei-e  l)y  1/ieiit.  (iov.  AI)l)ott, 
wi'apped  a  larii'e  stone  in  it  and  threw  it  into  the  Ouabash, 
saying'  to  the  Indians,  thns  we  mean  to  treat  your  Father. 

Jlaving  called  the  Indians  together  they  laid  a  Wai-  'nell 
colored  red,  and  a  belt  colored  green  before  them,  telling- 
them  that  if  they  delighted  in  mischief  and  had  no  com- 
passion on  llieir  wives  and  children  tliey  might  take  np  the 
red  one ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  wise  and  preferred 
peace,  the  green  one. 

The  old  Tobacco,   a   chief  of  the ,  spoke  as 

follows: 

"My  Brothers— You  speak  in  a  manner  not  to  be  nnder- 
stood.  I  never  yet  saw,  nor  have  I  heard  from  my  ances- 
tors that  it  was  customary  to  place  good  and  bad  things 
in  the  same  dish.  You  talk  as  if  you  meant  us  well,  yet 
you  speak  of  war  and  peace  in  the  same  minute.  Thus  I 
treat  the  speeches  of  such  men— on  which,  with  a  violent 
kick,  he  spurned  their  belts  from  him." 

The  son  of  Lagesse,  a  young  chief  of  the  Poutconattamies 
of  St.  Joseph,  spoke  next  to  them  : 

"My  Brothers-  'Tis  because  I  have  listened  to  the  voice 
of  our  old  men  and  because  I  have  regard  to  our  women 
and  children  that  I  have  not  before  now  struck  my  Toma- 
hawk into  some  of  your  heads.— i\tt(Mid  to  what  I  sav.     I 
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will  (inly  l;(>  t<>  see  in  what  condition  our  wives  and  cliild- 
ren  are  [meaning  I  will  tirsfc  place  them  in  seenrity]  and 
then  you  may  depend  on  seeing'  me  again." 

The   Urhv]  speaker  tlien  said: 

''You  are  \-oung  men,  and  your  youth  excuses  your  ignor- 
ance. You  would  not  else  talk  as  you  do.  Our  design  is 
to  march  through  your  country,  and  if  we  find  any  fires 
in  our  way  we  shall  just  Ircad  Ihcni  out.  as  we  walk  along, 
and  if  we  meet  with  any  ohstacle  or  ]>an-iei-  we  shall  re- 
move it  with  all  ease,  but  the  hystandei's  must  take  care 
lest  the  Splinters  should  scar  tlirir  faces. 

"We  shall  then  proceed  to  Detroit,  where  your  father  is, 
whom  we  consider  as  a  ITog  put  to  fatten  in  a  penn ;  we  shall 
enclose  him  in  his  penn  till  he  be  fat,  and  then  we  will 
throw  him  into  the  river.  We  shall  draw  a  reinforcement 
from  the  Falls  on  the  Ohio,  and  from  thence  and  the  Illinois 
send  six  hundred  men  to  Chicagou." 

To  this  the  Indians  reply 'd:  "You  that  are  so  brave,  what 
need  have  you  to  be  reinforced  to  go  to  Detroit,  you  that 
can  put  out  our  fires  and  so  easily  remove  our  barriers. 
This  we  say  to  you :  '  Take  care  that  in  attempting  to  ex 
tinguish  our  fires  you  do  not  burn  yourselves ;  that  in  break- 
ing down  our  barriers  you  do  not  run  splinters  into  your 
hands.  You  may  also  expect  that  we  shall  not  suffer  a 
single  Frenclunan  to  acccmipany  you  to  Detroit.'  " 

End  of  the  conference. 

Lieut,  de  Quindre  is  returned  from  the  attack  of  the 
fort  at  Kentucke,  having  had  only  two  men  killed  and 
three  wounded.  They  could  not  succeed  in  their  attempt. 
One  hundred  Shaw^anese  are  still  at  war.  :Mr.  de  Quindre 
is  to  join  me  on  the  way  with  several  others  who  have  gone 
out  from  Detroit.  There  were  but  40  Rebels  at  St.  Vin- 
eennes.     As  I  expect  they  will  send  for  help  from  Kaskas- 
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quias  as  souii  as  tliey  hear  of  our  coniintz.  1  mean  to  send 
from  tlie  ]\Iiainis  some  Indians  to  give  an  alarm  that  way. 
and  ti'v  to  divich'  their  attention. 

15th.  A  fall  (if  snow  this  (hiy  pi-omises  to  raise  tlie 
waters  and  faeilitate  our  progress.  1  have  the  honor  to  he 
with  the  greatest  respect.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  Obe- 
dient and  most  liumble  servant, 

IIexry  Hamilton. 

Endorsed:  Detroit  [Xo.  21 1.  1778.  Letter  from  Lieut, 
(iovernor  Hamilton,  14th  and  15th  Oct.,  [rec'dj  28tli  Nov. 
Copy  taken  I'itli  .Januai'y.  177!>. 
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Canadian   AixCiuvks,  Skkiks  li,   N'ol.  1'22,   T.  '222. 

[llA.Mll/roN    TO     li  AI.DI.MAXD.  I 

MiAMis  Town,  28th  Oct.,  1778. 

Sir— Tliis  day  I  hope  to  havi'  passcnl  y>l  days  Provis- 
ions foi-  •'!()()  iiicii.  Tlic  Savai^cs  ace  in  ^ood  health  and  '^ood 
teinpei'.  Tlic  iTsli-aiiil  on  Ihcir  |)assi()ii  Tor  Iviiiii  has  only 
iiiiprovcd  thcii'  uood  (lis[)()si1  ion.  Our  own  peoi)le  ai'e  in 
pei-feet  health  and  s|iii'ils.  TIk^  indecision  of  the  Ouahasli 
Indians  may  he  a1 1 fihnted  1o  the  inllueiice  of  interested  ad- 
visers. I  helieve  tiiey  are  only  waiting-  the  motions  of  the 
Lake  Indians  to  take  an  active  ])art  against  the  Hehels. 

Ammunition  is  sent  fi'om  here  foi-  the  Shawanese.  Yester- 
day I  held  a  Council  with  ahout  200  Chiefs  and  Warriors. 
Theii'  hehavioi'  was  such  as  I  wished.  Since  it  is  likely  I 
shall  i)ass  the  wintei-  to  tlie  Southward  of  Detroit  and  the 
Indians  have  this  morninu-  desired  me  to  ajtprize  their 
friends  thereof,  I  hope  for  your  Excellency's  orders  and  in- 
structions for  my  conduct. 

By  every  op])ort unity  that  offers  1  sludl  ijive  you  an 
account  of  our  situation  and  prospects.  Every  intelligence 
1  have  proeui'ed  contii'ins  my  sus])icions  of  ^Ii*.  de  Celoron's 
treachery. 

He  left  Detroit  the  !)1h  of  Aui:ust,  and  he  (piits  his  post 
without  having  executed  my  orders,  and  hy  his  delays  seems 
to  have  endeavored  to  slop  any  attempt  from  our  side  at 
least  for  the  current  yeai-.  We  met  him  in  the  lake  the 
9th  Octoher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ])e,  with  the  most  pi'ofound  respect, 
Sir,  your  Excellency's  uKJst  devoted,  ohedient  Servant, 

Henry  Hamilton. 
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Monsieur  Chevalier  arrived  here  from  St.  Joseph  with 
two  chiefs  and  a  few  Avarriors.  This  step  is  of  conse- 
quence to  the  service  at  present.  We  have  been  joined  by 
several  on  our  road,  and  I  am  persuaded  shall  have  as  many 
as  wo  can  ninnaco  or  wish  for. 

Henry  Hamilton. 

Endorsed:  Detroit  No.  22,  1778.  Letter  from  Lt.  Gov. 
Ilaniilton  28th  Oct.     Copy  taken  12th  January,  1779. 
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Canadian'  AiuiiivEy.  !Serii:s  W.  X'oi..  \'2'2.  W  224. 

[IlAMii/roN  T(»  IIaldlmand.  1 

Camp  at  PirriTi'.  iJiviKRi:,  Xov.  Isl.   '7S. 

Sir — I  liavL'  tlie  hoiiDi-  to  acHiuaint  your  Mxccllciiey  tliat 
I  have  sent  ofl'  from  this  place  22  Voitures  with  provisions, 
stoi'es,  &c..  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Uu  Vernet,  a  very 
active  and  intelligent  officer,  who  has  my  orders  to  encamp 
at  the  Forks  of  the  Ouabasli  till  iii\-  ai'tival  or  furthrr 
orders. 

I  this  day  purpose  setting  off  with  7  Boats  loaded,  and 
take  along  with  me  the  Ottawas  and  ('hii)])e\vas,  in  all  72. 
Four  the  first  Chiefs  of  the  ]Miamis  nation  have  .ioiiicd 
me,  Avith  '■]0  warriors.  ]\I.  Chevalier  came  to  the  Miamis 
Town  with  a  cliicf  and  14  of  the  Poutcouattamies  of 
St.  Joseph:  this  and  his  futui'e  behavior  may  efface  his 
former  behavior. 

Major  Hay  follows  tomorrow  with  the  last  of  the  bat- 
teaux,  the  Poutcouattamies  and  the  Miaiiiis.  This  carrying 
place  is  free  from  any  obstructions  but  what  the  careless- 
ness and  ignorance  of  the  French  have  left  and  would  leave 
from  generation  to  generation.  An  intelligent  person  at 
a  small  expense  might  make  it  as  fine  a  road  as  any  wi'diin 
twenty  miles  of  London.  The  woods  are  beautiful  — Oak, 
Ash,  Beech,  Nutwood ;  very  clean  and  of  great  growth. 
Your  Excellency  will.  I  hope,  excuse  my  mentioning  a 
trifling  tho'  curious  particular.  In  a  ridge  near  the  road 
I  found  a  sea  fossil.  To  find  marine  productions  on  this 
liauterre  drs  f ()•)■( s  [height  of  ground]  is  to  my  mind  more 
curious  than  their  being  found  in  the  Alps.  There  are  no 
mountains  in  view  from  Deti'oit  to  this  place,  so  that  these 
appearances  cannot  readily  ix'  accounted   for  from  Volca- 
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llOS,    111     wllicll    IIktc    is    IKt    llMcc    1()    he    (ihscl'X  I'll.       All    uiir 

people,  (if  ;ill  colors,  art'  in  ix'rt't-ct   liral'li  ami  llicii'  dispo- 
sition such  h illif  r(o,  as  leaves  nic  no  nmni  for  coiii|il;i iiil. 

Licul.  Du  X'ci'iicl  lia\inL;  lakcn  a  Sketch  of  the  .Miaiiiis 
river,  and  pui-posin^'  to  continue  his  plan  1o  Ihe  Illinois,  I 
shall  take  the  first  opportunity  oi'  1  ransniilt  ini;  it  to  your 
Excellency,  agreable  to  Lt.  Du  N'o-n-t 's  I'eiiucst.  At  tlie 
same  time  take  the  lil)eii>-  of  connnendin^'  his  diliuence;  as 
to  his  cajnicity,  I  dare  not  ^ive  my  opinion.  kn()\vin<i'  )iiy 
own  deliciency  in  1h(!se  points,  which  no  o'ticcr  oui;ht  to 
be  iiiiiorant  of. 

I  have  <j;ot  his  French  medal  from  AVana<|uibe.  chief  of 
the  Pouteonattamies  of  St.  Joseph,  in  presence  of  200 
chiefs  and  warriors  &  the  JNIiamis  country. 

Our  mnnher  at  |)i'esent  are  nearly  as  follows:  Detach- 
ment of  the  kinjis,  82  non  connnissioned  officers  included 
with  the  artillery,  2  gunners,  4  of  the  King's  and  17  from 
the  2  Detroit  companies,  which  are  each  at  44,  officers  in- 
eluded ;  La  .Mothes'  Volunteers,  42;  Ottawas,  40;  Chippe- 
ways,  20;  Wyandotts,  4;  Poutouattamies,  15;  Pouteonat- 
tamies of  St.  Joseph,  15;  Miamis,  oO  [  Women  are  not  includ- 
ed in  this  return  of  savages].  The  Shawanese  are  expected 
this  night  with  Captain  IMcKee  who  writes  me  word  that 
they  attempted  A  Fort  built  by  the  Rebels  at  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio,  but  only  succeeded  in  destroying  a  parcel  of  Tools.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  cut  off  the  communication  from  the  Fort 
to  the  Ilinois  and  ])ei'haps  shall  find  the  taking  that  Fort  an 
object  Avell  woi'th  attenlien.  Tlie  rebels  are  l)uilding  a  Fort 
in  the  Island  at  the  l^'alls.  1  lieai'  the  Miamis  of  the  Kiviere 
a  I'Anguille  will  join  us.  We  liave  had  ]>retty  sliar])  fi-ost 
but  fine  clear  weather.  By  (hmniiing  uj)  the  watei-  of  this 
l*(tite  Riviere,  4  miles  below  the  landing,  the  water  is  backed 
and  raised  an  inch  hei-e.  At  the  Dam  it  rose  an  inch 
the  liist    hour.     The   Heavers  had   woi-ked  hard   for  us.  ])ut 
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we  were  obli^vd  to  l)i't';ik  down  llicir  daiii  to  Id  llic  boats 
pass  that  were  sen'  forward  to  clear  tlie  river  and  a  place 
called  the  Choniu  coinurt  |  covered  road]. 

^r.  de  (V'loron  has  a  hi'othrr  in  the  Rebel  service,  and  I 
I'lave  no  room  to  doubt  his  ti'easotiabie  desiuii  in  siJi-eadini"' 
rei)orts  wliieli  iiii^ht  dela\'  us  till  next  sprinu'.  wIhmi  I'ein- 
fore(Miients  I'l'oni  the  Colonies  tui^h:  etTeelually  Trust  I'atc^ 
our  atteiii|)ts  to  I'cuain  the  llinois  or  keep  the  Indians  in  our 
itterest ;  double  pa\-  1  take  it.  has  been  his  seducer,  and  as 
to  his  rewai'd.  1  hope  to  liav(>  youi-  Kxcelleney's  ordei's.  I 
have  ordei'ed  his  suspiMision  in  the  interim. 

Vour  Ivxcelleney  will.  I  trust,  make  allowanet'  for  the 
haste  and  ineorriH-tness  (d'  this  repoi't. 

I  ha\c  the  honor  to  be.  with  all  imauinable  respect,  sii', 

Yoiu*  most  hnnd)le   and   most   obe't  servant^ 

ITenry  TTamu^tont. 

From  l/ient.  (iov.  Hamilton,  dated  at  ("amp  little  riviere 
the  1st  Nov..  1778.     Received  l!)th  March.  1771). 
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Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  96,  P.  19. 
[Major  De  Peyster  to  General  Haldlmand]. 

MiciiiLiMAKiNAC,  24th  Oct.,  1778. 

Sir— Your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the  30th  August  and 
2d  of  September,  I  received  the  21st  instant  by  De  Grose- 
lier.  I  received  about  the  same  time  a  Letter  from  Lt.  Gov. 
Hamilton  which  he  left  to  be  forwarded  from- Detroit.  As 
the  Indians  not  been  gone  to  their  several  homes  before 
I  received  ]\Ir.  Hamilton's  Letters,  it  would  have  been  in 
my  power  to  have  seconded  his  attempt  which  he  tells  me 
he  directs  in  person  i  In  person]  to  dispossess  the  Rebels  at 
the  Illinois  and  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  dispose  the  In- 
dians here  to  co-operate  by  going-  down  the  Illinois  River,  he 
gives  me  this  notice. 

The  Indians  at  present  are  too  nuich  dispersed  for  me 
to  assemble  them  in  a  body  sufficiently  strong  to  go  down 
that  river,  and  I  am  persuaded  they  would  not  leave  their 
wives  and  children  in  their  wintering  grounds,  there  hav- 
ing been  no  previous  provision  made  for  them.  I  shall 
however  send  Express  to  the  Grand  River  and  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Lake  ^lichigan  to  endeavor  to  spirit  up  the  young 
men  to  join  Mr.  Hamilton  by  the  most  expeditious  route, 
ordci'ing  them  to  call  at  St.  Josephs  for  further  informa- 
tion of  his  situation.  I  shall  also  write  to  Mr.  Chevalier 
to  give  Mr.  Hamilton  every  assistance  in  his  power  Avhich 
I  fear  cannot  be  much  as  the  Indians  mostly  are  gone  lo 
their  hunting  grounds. 

I  have  long  since  by  civil  treatment  apparently  secured 
that  gentleman  to  His  Majesty's  Interests,  foreseeing  thai 
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he  would  become  useful  before  those  troubles  could  be  at 
an  end.  The  difl'ereut  i-epresentation  of  him  by  ^Ir.  Hamil- 
ton and  myself  must  appear  extraordinary.  I  can  assure 
Your  Excellency  that  I  ncvci-  licard  anythinfr  thai  couhl  he 
proven  to  his  disadvaiilaur.  On  the  conti'ary.  whilst  at 
this  Post,  he  willi  a  htM-omiim'  decency,  set  liis  cni'iiiies  at 
defiance.  Should  he,  however,  i)rove  faithless  the  disad- 
vantages arising  from  liiy  credulity  will  be  greatly  over 
balanced  by  advantages  that  may  occur  by  putting  some 
contidcncc  in  him. 

This  much  1  am  o])liged  to  say  in  vindication  of  my 
judgment,  as  Mr.  Hamilton  notwithstanding  my  i-epresenta- 
tion  to  him,  writes  me  that  he  has  represented  him  to  Your 
Excellency  in  a  very  unfavorable  light.  I  shall  take  every 
possible  method  to  procure  intelligence  of  the  present  state 
of  the  Illinois  and  transmit  [if  I  receive  any]  by  way  of 
Detroit  during  the  coui'se  of  the  winter.  I  have  noAV  to 
offer  my  sentiments  agreeable  to  Your  Excellency's  request 
whether  anything  can  be  done  for  the  recovery  of  the  Illi- 
nois, provided  Your  Excellency's  Instructions  relative  to 
stopping  the  communication  of  the  Ohio,  etc.,  be  vigorously 
put  in  execution.  I  am  persuaded  that  Mr.  Gautier  or 
some  other  active  person  may  assemble  a  body  of  Indians 
in  his  direct  road  from  La  bay  to  the  Prairie  de  Chien 
and  in  the  River  St.  Pierre,  to  go  down  the  ]\Iississippi  early 
in  the  Spring,  which  may  be  performed  from  the  moutli 
of  the  Oresconsign  in  seven  or  eight  days.  That  country 
is  full  of  i-esources,  but  the  Indians  must  have  presents. 
Whenever  we  fall  off  fi-om  1hat  article  they  are  no  more 
to  be  depended  upon.  The  past  is  soon  forgot  by  them 
except  when  they  do  us  a  favour.  Give  the  Indians  of 
this  countiy  a  present  and  Wwy  will  immediately  strive  to 
make  some  trifling  return,  which  we  must  however  give 
them  four  times  the  value  for.  To  second  the  above  men- 
tioned   Indians,   the   Pottawatamies  must  be   also  ordered 
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to  move  clown  tlie  Illinois  River  followed  by  IIh'  Oitawas 
and  Chippawas,  those  latter  will  be  i-atbei-  laic,  but  by 
sending  belts  before  llicm  to  assui-c  the  lllitiois  Indians 
that  they  came  in  friendship  to  them  provided  they  join 
in  dri\'ing  out  the  Rebels,  it  will  ]\;\vo  a  ui'cat  effect,  even 
the  lifuit  of  their  intended  .Mai'cli  will  settle  tlieiii.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  conntiy  are  not  to  be  depended  upon 
should  the  French  offer  to  interfere,  otherwise  should  they 
join  the  rebels  it  would  be  thro'  fear  of  being  plundered 
by  the  strange  Indians.  I  some  time  ago  represented  a 
small  armed  vessel  necessary  to  Ix^  under  the  direction 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  this  Pest,  as  a  Poi-ti'  respect 
to  the  Indians,  and  to  reconnoitre  the  different  Bays  and 
Creeks  in  Lake  Michigan;  also  to  be  ready  to  send  to  De- 
troit on  immergency  and  Hnding  I  could  not  carry  on  the 
service  without  one,  I  armed  the  M'^elcojnc  to  send  to  Labay, 
St.  Joseph's,  iMilwakee,  &c.,  as  the  winds  are  genei'ally 
so  strong  that  canoes  cannot  move  even  in  a  fair  wind 
which  makes  their  passages  very  tedious  on  the  Lakers. 
But  findnig  no  favorable  answer,  indeed  none  at  all  to 
myself.  1  dismissed  her.  I  can  send  such  a  vessel  I  to  St. 
Joseph  and  get  answer  to  my  letters  in  eight  days  or 
sooner,  whereas  I  must  not  expect  it  in  less  than  a  month, 
if  so  soon,  by  a  Canoe  or  small  boat.  The  above  ''eprescMi- 
tation  was  long  before  your  p]xceliency  took  the  Com- 
mand. 

1  hope  Your  Excellency  is  accpiainted  with  the  reasons 
why  Sir'  (iuy  (^u'leton  ordered  nu^  to  remain  at  this  Post 
Vi'itli  an  handful  of  men  and  no  other  command  to  a  Cap- 
tain (if  the  K'egiment  and  remaining  quite  removed  from 
what  will  in  all  prohility  soon  become  the  scene  of  action 
if  the  Pebels  are  not  I'outed  from  the  Illinois. 

I   have   the   hoiioi',   etc., 

A.  S.  DePeyster. 
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Caxahiax    Archivks,   Sekiks    B,    \'()1-.   !H),   p.   2.'{. 
[FijdM  Ma.iok  1)k  1'kvstkk  to  (inxL  1Iai,i)Im.\xi)|  . 

jMlCllll.l.MAKlNAC,   27tll    ()('t..    1778. 

Sir — Sddii  iifttM'  my  l.ctlci-  of  tlir  '2A\\\  Ins!,  wns  dis- 
patched l)y  a  liiilit  canoe,  Messis.  I.jiiiulade  &  (iautier  ar- 
rived here  and  informed  nic  that  they  were  sent  up  to 
attend  my  orders.  I  was  surpi'isi-d  tlicy  hroii-iht  me  no 
Letlei',  hut  they  tell  me  that  ^'our  Ivxeedency  was  at  Cham- 
bhie  antl  that  Lt.  Coh  Cample  sent  them  ott',  least  the  weath- 
er shoidd  get  in,  so  as  to  prevent  their  getting-  up.  I  liav 
come  to  the  resolution  to  send  those  gentlemen  oti'  to  give 
every  assistance  in  their  power  to  Lt.  Gov.  Hamilton.  I 
have  provided  them  with  some  goods  which  I  believe  with 
their  pi-esents  amongst  the  Indians  will  do  more  good 
than  I  could  have  expected  by  sending  dry  belts  by  the 
hands  of  Indians.  INTr.  Langlade  is  to  undertake  the 
Grand  liiver  neai-  which  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  from 
this  place  winter,  and  ]\Ir.  Gautier  is  to  proceed  straight 
to  St.  Joseph  where  he  will  give  orders  for  the  Indians  in 
that  neighborhood  to  assemble,  which  he  endeavors  to 
get  intelligence  of  the  route  l\lv.  Hamilton  has  taken,  so 
as  to  lie  a])le  to  join  him  with  all  expedition.  Mr.  Ilamil- 
loM  by  this  means  will  not  meet  with  any  Empetliment  from 
want  of  such  a.-sistancc  as  in  my  ])ower  to  give  him. 

Should  they  tind  that  he  is  returned  to  Deti'oil  they 
then  hav(>  orders  to  cross  the  country  to  their  old  station, 
to  keep  the  Labay  and  .Mississipi  Indians  in  temi)er,  and 
there  wait  further  orders. 
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1  also  send  oir  my  interpreter  to  St.  Josepli.-.  to  bring 
me  back  necessary  information. 

At  this  present  juncture  I  should  have  found  the  benefit 
of  having  the  sloop  Welcome,  as  I  have  been  ol)li<ie(l  to 
l>r(ss  from  some  of  the  lidiabitants  their  only  servants 
to  enable  me  to  make  out  a  canoe  to  trans])()rt  them  to 
St.  Joseph's,  and  the  winds  are  rather  High. 

Mr.  Goddard  writes  me  that  20  puncheons  of  ]\um  lias 
been  sent  up  for  this  Post  by  General  Carleton's  orders. 
I  have  received  only  14  and  the  quantity  therein  con- 
tained would  not  have  filled  much  more  than  that  num- 
bei"  of  Tierces,  nor  did  they  arrive  till  after  I  had  pur- 
chased Hum. 

The  goods  also  are  sent  off  rather  late  from  Mont- 
real so  that  if  I  get  them  the  fall  they  are  sent,  it  is  not 
till  after  I  have  been  obliged  to  purchase,  which  is  very 
disagreeable.  I  have  the  name  of  these  things  without 
the  use  of  them  in  the  season  most  wanted.  The  reports 
I  have  of  the  little  water  in  the  French  river  for  leaded 
Canoe  and  of  the  Canoes  being  greatly  damaged  in  getting 
up,  makes  me  fear  least  they  should  not  arrive  at  all. 

1   have   the  h()m)r,   etc., 

A.  S.  De  Pevstf:r. 
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Canadian  Archives,  Skkiks  H.  Vol.  96,  P.  232. 
[Bolton  to  Haldlmand.] 

Niagara,  Nov.  13th,  1778. 
Sir— I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  dated  November 
the  8th  from  Captain  Lernoult  who  informed  me  that  soon 
after  the  (liujt  h.-id  sailed,  the  Felicity  arrived  from  Mich- 
ilimakiiiac  and  bre)Ui^ht  him  a  letter  from  Major  l)e  Peys- 
ter,  in  which  he  aeiinaints  him  that  the  Governor  had  stole 
a.  march  which  liad  he  been  informed  of,  he  could  <ii'eatly 
have  added  to  its  consequences  by  sending-  all  the  Indians 
returned  from  ^lontreal,  but  before  he  received  ]Mr.  Hamil- 
ton's letter  they  were  all  dispersed  on  their  winter  hunt. 
That  on  the  arrival  of  Langlade  and  Gotier  [two  Indian 
ot^icers]  the  24th  of  Octobre  he  sent  them  to  assemble  what 
number  of  Indians  could  be  got,  at  the  Grand  River  and 
ordered  them  to  rendezvous  at  St.  Joseph's,  having  sent 
his  own  interpreter  to  receive  them  and  employ  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  assist  the  Governor's  scheme.  Capt. 
Lernoult  also  informs  me  that  the  Hurons  and  Santuske 
are  much  alarmed  having  lately  had  a  message  from  Capt. 
Pipes  and  the  Delawares,  that  they  are  in  great  danger 
from  the  Virginians  incroachments  on  their  land  and  have 
requested  an  asylum  for  their  women  and  children,  and 
also  assistance  from  their  warriors  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
encroachments,  as  they  say  the  Virginians  are  coming  in 
great  bodies  towards  their  villages.  The  Huron  messengers 
acquaint  him  they  have  sent  of  Horses  to  bring  the  families 
and  effects  of  the  Delawares  to  Sanduske  and  the  half- 
King's  brother  is  gone  to  reconoitre  the  truth  of  this  Re- 
port. He  also  observe,  should  a  considerable  number  come 
that  way  they  will  undoubtedly  attempt  to  destroy  that 
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setlleineut  ^vllic•h  4,<>(l(i  men  may  acc^oniplish  in  spite  of 
all  the  efforts  of  tliis  (iari'ison,  |)artir'ulai']y  at  lliis  time 
when  they  are  much  weakened  by  (i()\crn(»r  llamiltt>irs 
Detaehraent,  which  is  gone  quite  another  way,  however,  he 
will  do  ovoi-ythintr  in  his  power  to  defeat  their  purposes. 

t)n  !'eei'i\injj,'  tiie  enclosed  Letter  from  C'apt.  McOee  he 
immedialely  ordered  Capt.  Batton  [indistinct]  to  sail  with 
all  expedition  1o  Niagara  in  order  to  communicate  this 
intelligence  that  I  might  furnish  him  with  assistance  and 
advice  in  this  critical  juncture. 

lie  further  acipiaints  me  tluit  Capt.  Gi'ant  sent  orders 
for  the  vessels  at  Fort  Erie  to  return  as  soon  as  possible 
to  Detroit,  that  no  steps  may  be  omitted  in  securing  that 
post  and  keeping  open  the  connnunication  on  the  Lakes  as 
long  as  possible.  He  says  Capt.  IMcGee  must  have  joined 
(fovernor  Hamilton  some  days  before  he  received  his  letter, 
therefore  imagines  he  will  loose  no  time  in  turning  his 
attention   to  the   protection   of  Detroit. 

I  have  now  only  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  con- 
seciueiu'(»  of  your  orders  for  a  reinforcement  to  be  sent  to 
Captain  Leruoult,  I  ordered  some  time  ago,  a  captain,  two 
subaltern  and  fifty-nine  men  to  Detroit,  full  as  many  [if 
not  more]  as  this  post  ought  to  spare,  considering  the 
present  stren^Hi  of  the  Garrison,  particularly  too,  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  for  soon  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
vessels  to  navigate  the  Lakes  and  of  course  avc  shall  be  de- 
pi'ived  of  all  hopes  of  assistance  from  Canada  this  winter. 

1  have  Ihe  lionoi'  to  be,  &c, 

INIason  Bolton. 

P.  S.  — This  moment  1  liave  received  the  enclosed  Letter 
from  p]nsign  Twiss,  but  the  reports  he  has  heard  I  can 
scarce  give  any  credit  to.  Its  calculated,  I  supose,  to 
serve  some  scIkmhc  of  the  i-ebels  for  they  have  from  the 
connnencement  of  these  troubles  succeeding  merely  by  cun- 
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nin<;  and  soiik^  false  piece  of  news  hroiiiiht  hy  tlieii-  friends. 
Some  days  auo  we  liad  a  repoi-t  fi'oni  l~)etr()it  tliat  their 
Aniiy  wei'e  ti)  takf  (litVci-cnt  I'oules,  Iwn  hy  Seneca  Conn- 
tcy  and  Pi'e.s((ne  Jsle  in  ordei-  lo  attack  this  Post,  and  the 
other  by  Sandusky  to  Detroit.  I  must  also  observe  shonld 
Captain  Butler  fail  of  success,  the  Indian  country  and  of 
oonrse  a  ])assa^'e  to  this  ])ost,  will  he  laid  opened,  hesides 
if  1  couhl  send  even  100  men  with  ofticers.  it  is  u\y  opinion 
it  could  (»nly  sei've  to  weaken  this  (iarrison  withont  ma- 
terially serving  Deti'oit.  wei-c  Iwhei'e]  canon  and  4.000  men 
are  expected. 


872 
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Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  234. 


Return  of  the  Militia  of  Poste  Vincenne  Avho  were  in 
pay  of  the  Rebels,  as  also  of  those  who  bore  Commissions 
and  were  enrol'd  without  pay  &  who  laid  down  th(Mr  arms 
the  17th  Dec'r,  1778. 
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Officers  who  were  on  pay— 
Francois  Bosseron,       [ 
J.  Baptiste  Cardinal,   \      '^^ 

Timothi  Monbrnn, 


Lieutenants. 


Michael  Boulliette, 

J.  B.  Vanchese  Lajeunnesse, 
Nicholas  Perot, 


Ensitius. 


Ilypolite  Baulon,  Indian  Interpreter. 

Henry  Hamilton. 
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Canadian  Akci jives,  Series  B,  Vol.  182,  P.  14. 

a:mericax  affairs. 

A  Declaration. 

Addressed  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France  to  all  the 
Ancient  French    in  North  America. 

[Translated  from  the  French]. 

The  undersigned  Authorized  by  Ilis  Majesty  and  llience 
cloathed  with  the  noblest  of  titles,  with  that  which  effaces 
all  others,  charged  in  the  name  of  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try and  the  benificient  protector  of  his  Sul)jects  to  offer 
a  support  to  those  who  wei'e  born  to  enjoy  the  l)lessings 
of  His  Government. 

To  all  his  Count ryrnen  in  North  America: 

You  were  born  French,  you  never  could  cease  to  be 
French. 

The  late  war  wbicli  was  not  declared  but  1)y  Ihc  Cap- 
tivity of  nearly  all  our  Seamen  and  the  pi'incipal  advan- 
tages of  which  our  common  enemies  entirely  owed  to  the 
courage,  the  talents  and  the  numbers  of  the  brave  Ameri- 
cans who  are  now  fighting  against  them,  has  wrested  from 
you  that  which  is  most  dear  to  all  men,  even  the  name  of 
your  Country. 

To  compel  you  to  bear  the  arms  of  pari'icides  against 
it  must  be  the  completion  of  misfortunes:  \Yith  this  you 
are  now  threatened.  A  new  war  may  justly  make  you 
dread   being   obliged    to   submit    to    this   most    intolerable 
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law  of  Slave) y.  It  has  eomineiieed  like  the  last  by  depre- 
dations iipdii  the  most  vahiable  part  of  our  Trade.  Too 
long  already-  have  a  jii'i^at  iitiiiiber  of  uiit'oit  miate  Fi'eneli- 
men  been  eontined  in  Amei'ican  Prisons.  Vou  liear  their 
Groans.  The  present  Wai-  was  declared  by  a  message  in 
March  last,  from  the  Kiiiu'  of  Great  Britain  to  both  houses 
of  Parliament,  a  most  authentic  act  of  the  lii-iti^h  sovei'- 
eignty,  announcing  to  all  orders  of  the  state  tliat  to  trade 
[with  America]  though  without  excluding  others  I'lom 
the  same  right  was  to  offend,  that  frankly  to  avow  such 
intention  was  to  defy  tliis  Sovereignty,  that  she  would  I'c- 
venge  it,  and  deferred  this  only  to  a  more  advantageous  op- 
portunity when  she  might  do  it  with  more  appearance  of 
legality  than  in  the  las't  war. 

For  she  declared  she  had  the  right,  the  will  and  the 
ability  to  revenge,  and  accordingly  She  demanded  of  Par- 
liament   the  sui)plies. 

The  Calamities  of  a  war  thus  proclaimed,  have  been 
restrained  and  retarded  as  much  as  was  possible  by  a 
monarch  whose  pacific  and  disinterested  views  now  reclaim 
the  marks  of  your  f(U'mer  attachment,  only  for  your  own 
happiness. 

Constrained  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  nudtiplied  hos- 
tilities by  reprisals  which  he  has  at  last  authorized  if  nec- 
essity should  carry  his  arms,  or  those  of  his  Allies,  into  a 
Country  always  dear  to  him,  you  have  not  to  fear  either 
burning  or  devastations,  and  if  gratitude,  if  the  view  of 
a  Flag  always  revered  by  those  who  have  followed  it,  should 
recall  to  the  banners  of  France,  or  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  who  loved  us,  and  have  been  loaded  with  Pres- 
ents by  him  whom  they  also  call  their  Father,  never,  no, 
never,  shall  they  employ  against  you  their  too  cruel  meth- 
ods of  Wai'.  These  they  must  renounce  or  they  will  cease 
to  be  our  Friends. 
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It  is  not  li\-  iiiciiacrs  lliiil  wf  shall  ciKleavour  to  avoid 
combat iiiiJ,'  with  nuv  roiiiiti'stiini,  nor  shall  we  weaken  this 
Declaration  l>y  iiiveetives  ai:aiiist  a  l)fave  iiatioti  which 
we  kiKiw  hdw  to  respect,  and  hope  1(»  van(|iiisli. 

As  a  Freiu'h  (Jentleniaii.  T  uocd  iu>t  ineiitinn  to  those 
anionu'  you  who  were  liorii  such,  as  well  as  niysrH'.  that  there 
is  hilt  one  Auizust  house  in  the  universe  umler  which  the 
French  can  he  happy  and  serve  with  pleasure,  since  its  liead, 
and  those  who  are  most  nearly  allie(t  to  him  l»y  hlood,  luive 
been  at  all  times  throiuzh  a  lon<^  line  o\  .Monarchs.  and  are 
at  this  day  moi'e  than  ever  deli^'hted  with  hearitii;-  that  very 
title  whicli  Henry  IV  regarded  as  the  first  of  his  own,  I 
shall  not  excite  your  reiirets  for  those  (|ualifications,  these 
marks  of  distinction,  those  decorations  which,  in  our  man- 
ner of  thinkinii',  are  i)recious  treasures,  but  from  which  by 
our  common  misfcrtunes.  the  American  Fi-ench  who  have 
known  so  well  how  to  deserve  them,  are  now  precluded. 
These.  I  am  bold  to  hoi)e.  and  to  promise,  their  zeal  will 
very  soon  procure  to  be  diffused  amon^'  thtMU. 

They  will  merit  them  when  they  dare  to  become  the 
friends  of  our  Allies. 

I  shall  not  ask  the  Military  Companions  of  the  Marquis 
(^f  Levi,  those  who  shared  his  glory,  who  admired  his  talents 
and  genius  for  war,  who  loved  his  cordiality  and  frankness, 
the  principal  characteristics  of  our  nobility,  whether  there 
be  othei-  names  in  other  nations,  among  which  they  could 
be  better  pleased  to  place  th(Mr  own. 

Can  the  Canadians  who  saw  the  brave  Montcalm  fall  in 
their  defense,  can  they  become  the  enemies  of  his  nephew? 
Can  they  tight  against  their  former  leaders,  and  arm  them- 
selves against  their  kinsmen?  At  the  bai'C  mention  of 
their  names,  the  weapiuis  would  fall  out  of  their  hands. 

I  shall  not  observe  to  'he  ministers  of  the  Altars  that  llieir 
evangelic  el'l'orts  will  I'cijuii'c  the  si)eeial  ])roteetit)n  of 
Providence  to  jucveiit   faith  being  diminished  by  example^ 


37G  ILLINOIS   HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

by  worldly  interest  and  by  Sovereigns  whom  force  has  im- 
posed upon  them,  and  whose  political  indulgence  will  be 
lessened  proportionately  as  those  Sovereigns  shall  have  less 
to  fear. 

I  shall  not  observe  that  it  is  necessary  for  Religion  that 
those  who  preach  it  should  form  a  body  in  the  States,  and 
that  in  Canada  no  other  body  would  be  more  considered  or 
have  more  power  to  do  good  than  that  of  the  Priests  taking 
a  part  in  the  Government,  since  their  respectable  conduct 
has  merited  the  confidence  of  the  peopl./. 

I  shall  not  represent  to  the  people,  nor  to  all  my  country- 
men in  general,  that  a  vast  monarchy  having  the  same  re- 
ligion, the  same  manner,  the  same  language,  where  they 
find  kinsmen,  old  friends  and  brethren,  must  be  an  inex- 
haustible source  of  commerce  and  wealth,  more  easily  ac- 
quired and  better  secured  by  their  union  with  powerful 
neighbors,  than  with  strangers  of  another  hemisphere  among 
whom  everything  is  different,  and  who  jealous  and  despotic 
Governments  would  sooner  or  later  treat  them  as  a  con- 
quered people,  and  doubtless  much  worse  than  their  late 
Countrymen  the  Americans,  who  made  them  Victorious.  I 
shall  not  urge  to  a  whole  people  that  to  join  with  the 
United  States  is  to  secure  their  own  happiness,  since  the 
whole  people,  when  they  acquire  the  right  of  thinking  and 
acting  for  themselves,  must  know  their  own  Interest.  But 
I  Avill  declare,  and  I  now  formally  declare  in  the  name  of 
His  Majesty,  who  has  authorized  and  commanded  me  to  do 
it,  that  all  his  former  subjects  in  North  America,  who  shall 
no  more  aclmowledge  the  Supremacy  of  Great  Britain  may 
depend  upon  his  protection  and  Support. 

Done  on  board  his  majesty's  Ship,  the  Languedoc,  in  the 
harbor  of  Boston,  the  28th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1778. 

ESTAING. 

Vigiel  de  Grandolos,  secretary,  appointed  by  the  King  to 
the  squadron  commanded  by  the  Count  D'Estaing. 
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Canadian  Arcuivks,  Skkiks  H,  Vol.  V22,  V.  263. 
[Hamilton  to  De  GalvisJ. 

Sir— jMr.  Le  Comte  having  desired  permission  to  pass  to 
New  Orleans,  I  embrace  the  oi)portunity  of  kissin<>'  your 
Excellency's  hand  and  at  the  same  time  of  acquainting  you 
with  the  circumstance  which  procures  me  that  honor.  The 
Rebel  Americans,  having-  yet  footing  in  the  Illinois  country 
and  in  course  having  opened  conununication  to  the  Colonies 
b}^  taking  post  there  and  at  this  place,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  dis|)ossess  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

For  this  purp()>e  1  set  out  with  a  small  force  from  De- 
troit so  late  as  the  seventh  of  last  October,  and  arrived 
here  on  the  17th  of  December,  having  a  few  Chiefs  and  War- 
riors of  13  different  nations  along  with  me.  Having  taken 
possession  of  the  Fort  and  received  the  submission  of  the  In- 
habitants, who  laid  down  their  arms  and  swore  allegiance 
to  his  Britannic  j\Iajesty,  I  have  contented  myself  this 
winter  with  sending  our  parties  to  different  quarters. 

Your  Excellenc}^  cannot  be  unacquainted  with  what  was 
commonly  practiced  in  the  time  of  your  predecessor  in  the 
government  of  N.  Orleans,  I  mean  the  sending  supplies  of 
Gunpowder  and  other  Stores  to  the  Rebels  then  in  Arms 
against  their  Sovereign. 

Tho  thi.s  may  have  been  transacted  in  a  manner  unknown 
to  the  (Governor,  by  the  Merchants,  I  must  suppose  that 
under  Your  Excellency's  orders,  such  commerce  will  be  pos- 
itively prohibited. 

The  several  nations  of  savages  who  accom])aiii('d  nif  to 
this  country  may  [if  this  traffic  be  continued]  forget  the 
instructions  I  have  given  them  from  time  to  time,  -w-ith  re- 
lation to  the  snbjectts  of  liis  Catholic  Majesty,  bul  tlic  na- 
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tions,  Inliabilants  of  tlie  banks  of  the  Ohio  Ivivt-r.  iiiusl  be 
partieuhn-ly  jealovis  of  strang-ers  eoiniir^  thnt"  Ihcii'  country 
to  supply  the  Rebels  with  whom  they  are  actually  at   War. 

At  the  satiM'  lime  thai  1  iiieiitinn  this  to  Your  Ivxccllcucy 
for  the  sake  of  individuals  who  iui<j:ht  sutfer  I'lom  their 
joiioranee  of  the  English  being  in  possession  of  this  I'ost, 
and  of  the  coiuiiiunication  by  water  to  llie  Mississi|)i.  I  think 
it  ineui)d)eni  on  me  to  represent  to  Your  Excellency  that  the 
Rebels  at  Kaskas(|uias,  being  in  daily  apprehension  of  the 
aii'ival  (d'  a  body  of  men  from  the  upjier  posts,  accompau- 
ird  li\-  the  savages  from  that  quaftci-  have  declared  that 
they  will  take  refuge  on  the  Spanisli  Territory  as  soon  as 
they  are  apprized  of  their  coming. 

As  il  is  my  intention  early  in  the  ;-pring  to  take  a  pro- 
gress towards  the  Illinois,  I  shall  represent  to  the  officers 
commanding  several  small  Forts  and  posts  on  the  Mississip- 
pi for  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  impropriety  of  affording  an 
Asylnm  to  Kebels  in  Arms  against  their  lawful  Sovei-eign. 
If  after  such  a  ivpresentation  the  Rebels  should  find  shelter 
in  any  Fort  oi-  post  on  the  Mississippi  it  will  become  my 
duty  to  dislodge  them,  in  which  case  their  protectors  must 
blame  their  own  conduct,  if  they  should  suffer  any  incon- 
venience in  conse(juence. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  favor "d  with  a  letter  from  Your  Excel- 
lency before  the  arrival  of  reinforcements.  I  expect  next 
spring  at  the  saine  time  that  the  officers  acting  under  Your 
Excellency's  orders,  nuiy  receive  notice  how  they  ai'e  to  act, 
whethei'  as  friends  or  enemies  to  the  British  Em])ire. 

\  have  !!ie  honor  iu  be.  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  de- 
voted and  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Henry  Hamilton. 

St.  Vincennes.  Jan.  13,  1779. 

To  II is  P^xcellency,  Don  P.ernardo  de  flalvis.  (lovernor, 
&G.,  of  N.  Orleans. 
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Caxaiman  Archives.  Skries  B,  Vol.  122.  1*.  'M)S. 
[KiLLBrcK  TO  Moxtoik]. 

COOSIIOCKINC,  .l;imi;ii'V  IS.  177!). 
Mr.  John   Mo II lour: 

I  will  iiil'iMiii  _v(»u  lici'cwitli  that  F  and  my  rounccllot's 
shall  hi'  Xi'vy  Lilad  to  sfc  you  lici'c  at  Codshoekinu'.  I  wisli 
therefoi'c  ttiat  you  wduld  ai'isc  and  (Miine  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  assure  you  that  you  shall  have  nothing'  to  fear  or  to  be 
doubtfull  in  anything.  You  shall  be  treated  very  kindly  by 
our  brothers  the  United  State.s.. 

Colonel  ^lofuaii.  who  is  now  at  Pittsbui\u',  and  your 
friend  ]\lr.  Dodue,  ai'e  nnieh  desirous  to  see  you. 

As  you  know  and  und<'i'stand  matters  better  than  others 
you  ■will  endeavoui-  to  exjjlain  to  the  Wyandots  and  other 
nations  what  a  stront:-  chain  of  friendshij)  we  have  made 
with  the  United  States,  and  encourag'e  them  to  take  hold  of 
it  likewise.  It  is  not  yet  too  late,  it  is  time  yet,  if  they  will 
accept  of  Peace.     I  am  your  friend, 

Galalemend. 

Capt.  John  Killbuek  to  !\lr.  John  Mi  ntour. 
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Fort  Pitt.  Januai'v  4tli  1770. 
[Dodge  to  Montoi^r.] 
Dear  Friend  Montour: 

It  is  with  the  greatL'st  pleasuie  that  I  inform  you  that  1 
made  my  escape  out  of  Quebec  the  ninth  of  (3ctober  hist,  the 
enemy,  and  am  now  arrived  safe  here  at  this  place. 

I  have  said  all  I  could  in  your  favor  and  you  may  depend 
on  it  that  you  will  be  treated  by  the  Americans  as  a  friend 
now.  It  is  therefore  the  desire  of  Colonel  George  ^Morgan 
and  also  of  your  friend  John  Dodge  that  you  might  come 
as  soon  as  possible  to  this  place,  where  you  may  depend 
that  you  will  be  treated  w^ell  and  receive  an  immediate  em- 
ploy, as  also  good  wages. 

AVe  also  desire  you  to  send  for  Shafianoha,  the  young 
Tawaa  Chief  Aufjusliawa,  the  head  AVarrior  of  the  Ottawa 
nation,  and  as  many  of  the  Wyandots,  Potawetamies  and 
("hibwas  as  you  can  send  word  to,  and  let  them  know  that 
I  am  here  and  shall  be  glad  to  speak  to  them  whenever  they 
come,  or  may  appoint  a  time  when  we  will  meet  one  another 
i\nd  rejoice  with  one  another.  I  am  impatient  to  see  you 
and  you  know  we  are  good  friends.  Fear  nothing,  for  no- 
body will  hurt  you.  and  you  will  find  i'  to  your  advantage. 

I  am  your  friend. 

John  Dodge. 

To  Ml-.  John  ilojiture. 


LETTERS  FROM  CANADIAN  ARCHIVES      381 


Canadian  Akciuvks,  Series  IJ.  Vol.  122,  I*,  oil. 

Onii  Town.  .Jiiiry  1!'.  177I>. 

[ZeISJ5ERG1EK   to   (ilBSON.I 

Dear  SiK  —  C-iptnin  John  Killbuek  this  evening  sent  mes- 
sengers here  w  lidiu  he  desired  me  to  inform  yon  of  the  fol- 
lowing Intelligence.  TIicn-  had  today  by  two  Warriors  who 
came  to  Cooshocking  and  were  going  to  war  but  were 
stop  VI.  They  told  that  13  days  ago  two  companies  of  war- 
riors, one  of  seven  and  the  other  of  18  iikmi,  among  the 
latter  is  Simon  (listie  |Ciirty.'|;  were  gone  to  Fort  Law- 
reiK'L'  in  oi-dcr  to  get  Col.  Cibson's  scalp.  Their  scheme  is 
1o  deceive  yon  by  cari'ying  Deer's  tails  on  their  heads  and 
l)y  tliat  means  to  get  into  the  Fort. 

Captain  Killbuek  therefore  thinks  proper  as  the  enemies 
have  got  notice  of  the  Token  by  which  the  Friendly  Dela- 
ware Indians  are  known  at  the  Fort.  Another  token  should 
be  tixe(l  u])on,  which  you  will  think  on  and  let  m(>  know. 

These  two  warriors  whieli  at  first  was  unwilling  to  tell 
anything. said  it  had  biH'u  foi-bidden  them  to  make  it  known 
at  Cooshocking,  as  they  would  give  you  intelligence  of  it. 

They  further  said  that  the  full  moon  after  the  next 
[which  will  be  about  the  2d  of  jNIarch]  they  intend  to  at- 
tack Fort  St.  Lawrence  with  a  great  number  of  warrioi's 
I  and  if  not  white  people  along  with  them  is  a  cjuestion] 
at  present  they  were  assembling  and  mustering  up  their 
Warriors  at  St.  DiLsky  and  Detroit  to  be  ready  at  the  ap- 
pointed time.  .\t  Mamakossing  are  now  two  Warrioi's, 
Capt'n  with  their  men,  but  cannot  learn  how  many  in 
number,  nor  what  they  are  about:  likewise  they  say  that 
llie   p]nemies  intention  is  to   fetch  otf  th(^   Ministei's  here. 
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'I'liis   ilitclli^^ciicc   we   ilil'dliii    Vdll   cl'  ;is   we   li;i(l    il.       \Vc   cjlll- 

imt  till  For  eertain  it'  it  i.>  ;ill  ti'iic  hut  will  give  you  warn- 
ing' to  1)C'  upon  your  guard,  and  as  we  suppose  Mr.  Sample 
to  be  on  his  way  hither,  who  will  he  in  dantjer,  Cap'"  Kill- 
buck  resolved  to  send  six  men  to  meet  him  and  conduct 
him  hither,  but  if  they  should  not  meet  him  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Tjawrenc(\  Tie  desiiclli  you  if  1liey  come  to  you  to  till 
tlicir  Iloriis  with  powdcf  and  give  tlicui  some  jjcad. 

1  am  exceeding  glad  and  much  (obliged  to  you  for 
having  our  safety  at  lieai't,  antl  that  you  informed  the 
General  of  it  to  fall  upon  some  plan  for  our  ])rotection,  and 
you  see  by  this  it  is  necessary  indeed  of  Col.  Morgan.  I 
had  no  letter  at  all,  but  a  speech  to  the  Council  at  Cooshock- 
ing  of  which  to  mention,  time  is  too  short  now,  as  it  is  late 
at  night  and  the  messengers  are  to  set  otT  very  early  to- 
morrow morning. 

.Ml-.  Sullivan  will  go  from  hence  straightway  with  some 
Indians  to  conduct  him  to  Fort  Mcintosh. 

I'resent  my  best  comp'ts  to  the  Gentlemen  oi^cers  of  the 
Garrison. 

I  am.  dc;ir  Sir,  \'oui'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

D.  Zeisberger, 
To  Jno.  Gibson,  Colo.  Coniniand't.  at  Fort  Lawrence. 
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[Gibson  to  McIxtosiiI. 

Dkar  Ukxekal— Yours  of  1hc  Stli  inst.  caiiic  safe  1o  liand 
by  ("apt.  Clat'k  of  the  Stli  I'ciiiisyla.  I\('i:1.  !>>■  wlioiii  1  I'c- 
ceived  4(j  suits  of  elothcs,  ll)(i  sliirts,  11  pairs  of  shoes  and 
five  Caggs  of  Whiskey,  which  is  l)ut  a  poor  supi)ly  for  our 
present  wants.  Not  one  of  my  Ai-lifieei-s  caiiii'  witli  the  Party 
anil  Col.  ]>ro(lliead  has  orchM'M  all  his  1o  jtiiti  h.iiii. 

By  the  eiielosed  letter  from  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Zeisberger. 
you  will  he  informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Sava»ies  and 
Avhat  we  have  to  expect  from  them,  you  may  dejx'nd  on  it 
I  shall  he  on  my  guard.  I  hope  if  ^Ir.  (Jistre  comes  to  pa\' 
a  visit  I  shall  be  able  to  trapann  him.  Should  the  Indians 
penn  us  up.  we  shall  l)e  in  a  very  distrest  condition,  unless 
timely  supplies  are  sent  to  us  which  always  should  be  sent 
with  a  strong  escort,  as  they  will  endeavour  to  waylay  the 
road.  I  am  greatly  surprized  |that|  the  stoi'es  which  ^Ir. 
Sample  wrote  for,  have  never  been  forwarded  by  the  Quar- 
ter master.  We  have  not  a  single  nail  to  make  a  Sentry 
Box  or  a  door  for  the  Stores. 

Can  no  method  be  fallen  on  to  protect  the  pool-  .Minis- 
ters and  our  Delaware  friends'?  Unless  something  can 
be  done  in  a  few^  wrecks  we  must  lose  them.  If  lloi-S(»s  can 
be  ])r()cured  Provisions  can  be  brought  from  Fort  Pitt  this 
month  and  next,  as  soon  as  in  the  summer  which  if  we  had 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  them,  then,  they  might  be  moved 
np  here.  For  God's  sake,  dear  General,  sti-ain  a  jioint  to 
save  them :  tliey  really  merit  it.  The  ^Medicines  I  wrote 
for  have  never  been  sent,  and  those  we  had  are  entii'ely  ex- 
pended.    ^Ir.  Berry  has  never  made  his  appearance.     I  am 
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determined  to  call  him  to  account  for  his  conduct.  Pray  do 
not  let  IMrs.  Sample  know  her  husband  is  g:one  to  the  towns 
The  Indians  who  had  their  Horses  stole  are  const;intly 
teazing  me  to  pay  for  them.  Please  direct  me  what  to  do 
as  to  Capt.  Neal's  acct.  with  the  Regt.  Capt.  Beale  can 
inform  you  I  should  be  glad  he  would  resign,  and  as  to 
the  Sawyer  I  think  the  Kegiment  would  be  better  witliout 
him.  Please  to  hurry  up  Beale  and  llai-i-ison  as  soon  as 
they  arrive. 

1  iiiii.  d'l'  (ieneral,  your  most  obed't  ;ui(l  liunible  StTvant. 

Jno.  Gibson. 

I  shall  write  you  in  a  few  days  by  Express  and  enclose 
returns.  &c.  J.  G. 

Fort   Lawrence,  Jany.  22,  1779.     To  Brigadier  General 
Macintosh. 
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If  ^Ii'.  Sample  uuH^ts  this  ho  is  to  open  the  letter  and 
read  it. 

[Gibson  to  Brodiiead.] 

For  Colo.  BoUoii,  Cohuh'I.  /lie  Post  on  th<  Lakes: 

Dear  Coeonel — Your  kind  letter  with  the  things  therein 
nientioned  eaiiie  safe  to  hand  by  Capt.  Clarke  and  am 
soi'iy  have  no  othef  fclui'n  at  present  to  make  you  hut 
my  bare  thanks  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Bev'nd  iMr.  Zeisberger.  The  news  from  Cooshocking  and 
the  intentions  of  the  savages  Avill  be  made  known  to  you.  For 
God's  sake  ti'v  and  spurr  uj)  old  Lac  to  doe  something 
for  the  poor  ^loravians  and  the  friendly  Delawares.  I 
have  sent  by  Capt.  Clark  all  the  men  of  your  Regt.  excerpt 
the  two  Sawyers  and  the  Tanner  which  I  liope  when  \'ou 
consider  the  present  situation  we  are  in,  you  will  pai'don. 
It  is  to  be  helped  Mr.  Gen'l  will  soon  be  recalled,  and  tilings 
will  be  pushed  with  vigour  in  the  Spring.  Capt.  Clark 
being  only  a  night  with  us  prevents  my  writing  a  longer 
letter  as  he  will  infoi-m  you  of  the  Minutia  of  this  place. 

I  have  given  him  receipts  for  the  different  articles  he 
delivered  here.  Pray  write  Colonel  jNIorgan  to  try  to  get 
something  done  for  the  ministers  and  the  people  of  Coo- 
shocking.  I  shall  write  to  you  by  express  in  a  few  days,  for 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  some  letters  for  my 
friends  down  the  countiy;  in  the  meantime  believe  me,  D'r 
Colo.,  with  sincerity,  your  real  friend  and  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

John  Gibson. 

Please  make  my  best  coin|)"ts  to  the  gentlemen  of  ^lacln- 
tosh  and  to  Miss  Nancy. 

Fort  Lawrence,  22nd  January.   1779. 

To  Colonel  Brodhead. 
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[Gibson  to  ^NForgan]. 

Dear  Sir — Tin'  ciu-losed  copy  is  a  letter  w  liich  I  i-cccived 
last  iii^ht  from  Mr.  Zeisbei'^er  by  which  you  will  he  in- 
formed of  the  intention  of  the  savages,  and  the  situation 
of  the  ^Moravians  and  our  friends  at  Cooshocking.  The 
Messenger's  inform  me  that  Dan  Sullivan  will  not  return  till 
Pekkeland  and  another  Indian  who  went  with  dispatches 
which  yon  sent  to  the  ditt'erent  nations,  return.  Mi'.  Sul- 
livan I'alhci'  trit'lled  his  time  lici'c  in  staying  five  days,  altho 
.1  pressed  him  to  proceed  on.  For  Heaven's  sake  pusl; 
the  Genei'al  to  U-y  to  save  the  ])oor  jNIoravians  and  our 
friends  at  Cooshocking.  Could  not  some  of  Colo"!.  i^)rod- 
head's,  the  new  Levies  and  some  militia  be  sent  to  their 
Towns  immediately  to  build  a  Fort  for  them,  or  move  them 
up  here.  Mr.  Cirtie  has  not  as  yet  made  his  appearance. 
I  hope  if  he  does  to  prevent  his  taking  my  scalp.  The 
militia,  or  some  othej'S,  when  here  stole  five  horses  from  our 
friends  at  Cooshocking.  They  have  been  seizing  me  for 
pay.  l*lease  mention  it  to  the  General,  or  direct  me  what 
to  doe.  The  people  who  stole  them  are  known,  I  am  in- 
formed, to  the  General. 

I  expect  to  hear  in  a  few  days  from  Cooshocking  and 
shall  send  an  express  to  Fort  Pitt,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
that.  T  shall  then  write  you  again.  Please  connnunicatc 
the  intelligence  to  ]\Iajor  Taylor  as  I  have  refer 'd  him  to 
you  for  news.     I  shall  be  hajjpy  to  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  D'r  sii-,  y'r  most  olx'd'f  humlile  sei'vant, 

Jxo.  Gibson. 
Fort    Lawrence,  .T;iny  21*,  1771). 
Colonel  INIoi'gan. 
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[(ill'.SOX    TO    TaVI.OR.  1 

Dear  Tavi, ok  — Yesterday  Capt.  Clark  ;iii(]  pai-ly  ju'rived 
here  by  ^vholn  I  received  40  suits  of  clotlies,  194  very  or- 
dinary shirts,  11  ])airs  of  shoes  and  only  5  Caii's  of  Whisky 
By  the  copy  of  a  Idler  wliicli  I  lia\e  iiicldsed  1o  the  (ieiieral 
and  Col.  ^lorgan.  you  will  he  itirofiiiM  of  Ihe  hileiilituis  of 
the  Sava^i'es,  which  if  Inie  is  had  eiioipjh,  indeed. 

Mr.  Bei-ry  nor  Mr.  l^isi^ii  liafi'isoii  liave  not  made  tlieii- 
appearance.  Please  to  let  them  know  from  u\o  that  it  will 
be  necessary  for  them  to  repair  to  this  post  immediately 
and  also  for  them  to  produce  something  better  than  a  bare 
sayso  for  their  i)ast  conduct.  Pray  for  God's  sake  Inirry 
up  Beale  and  Harrison  as  soon  as  they  ari'ive.  The  (Jeneral 
writes  me  the  honorable,  the  Asseiid)ly  of  Virginia,  have  com- 
plimented the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  Line  with  six 
months'  pay.     (lenerous  indeed! 

If  any  stei)s  can  be  taken  to  get  it  for  the  Regiment  try 
to  get  it  done. 

Endeavor  to  collect  the  stragglers  of  the  Regiment  and 
send  tluMH  here.  There  is  some  at  Stewarts'  crossinu'  and 
at  Sullivans.  What  has  Campbell  done  witii  our  cloaths 
or  whei'c  are  the  di'cst  deer  skins  which  he  procured  for 
the  use  of  the  Regt.  Pray  write  me  by  every  opportunity. 
I  hope  Col.  Steele  has  before  this  time  acquitted  himself 
with  honor.  Present  my  compt's  to  him  and  to  ]\Ir.  Dun- 
can.    Tell  them  I  shall  write  to  them  again  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  D'r  Taylor.  Y'rs  most  sincerely, 

JnO.    (ilBSON. 

Please  to  send  a  copy  of  the   articles  of  war  and   get 
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a  copy  of  the  arrangement  of  the  Vii-ginia  line  from  the 
General  and  send  it  to  me.  J.  G. 

To  Rich'd  Taylor  Esqre.,   ]\Iaj()r  of  the   15th  Virginia 
Kcut.,  Fort  l*it1.  hduoiii'cd  by  Captain  Clark. 

Endorsed :    Copy  of  intercepted  Tjolters  for  Col.  Bolton, 
ree'd  17th  April,  1779. 
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[Hamilton  to   IIaldimand.] 

St.  Vincennls.  January  24tli.  ITTit. 

Sir  — The  last  pacciuet  I  liad  llic  lioiioi-  to  wfitc  to  youi- 
Excellency  was  sent  off  t'roni  lliis  i)lac('  the  ;50th  of  Dc-eni- 
])cv.  whicli  was  to  be  forwai'dcd  l)y  expi-ess  tVoiii  Detroit. 

The  various  reports  brought  to  nie  by  the  savages  agre.-^  in 
the  mean  as  to  the  design  of  the  Southern  Indians,  who 
were  to  make  four  several  jiai'ties  for  the  ensuing  sprmg, 
one  towards  Kaskasquias  to  attack  the  Rebels  there,  another 
to  go  up  the  Ohio  to  assist  the  Shawanese.  a  third  to  come 
to  this  place  to  make  peace  with  the  Ouabash  Indians  and 
drive  the  Americans  out  of  their  Country,  and  the  fourth 
to  remain  in  the  mouth  of  the  Cherakee  rivei"  to  intercept 
any  boats  coming  up  the  ]\Iississippi  or  going  down  the 
Ohio.  The  nations  latterly  mentioned  by  the  Indians  to 
have  formed  this  plan  are  the  Chickasaes,  Cherakees  Choc- 
taws  and  Alibanuis.  They  add.  that  they  Avere  to  set  out 
in  the  course  of  this  month  and  that  there  are  with  them 
four  ot^cers  who  have  wintered  in  the  Cherakee  river.  I 
had  sent  down  an  otRcer  with  a  few  of  the  volunteers,  and  a 
paity  of  savages  with  a  chief,  who  woi'e  to  go  to  Cherakee 
river  to  acquaint  the  savages  assembled  there  of  our  being 
in  possession  of  this  place  and  to  encourage  them  to  per- 
severe in  their  design,  but  they  were  met  by  some  Delawai'es 
and  Peorias,  who  had  lately  come  from  thence,  who  in- 
formed them  that  the  Indians  were  dispersed  huntinu'.  KH) 
leagues  up  the  Clierakee  river,  on  whieli  the  Chief  I  had 
sent  [an  Ottawa]  determined  to  go  on  a  deeouverte  to  I\as- 
kasquias. 

Aftei'  his  going,  a  cori)oral  and  seven  men  deserted  in  the 
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iii<ili1.   1;il<inL;   Die   ("aiioc  ;iii(l    llicif  officers'   l)ai!iia<i('   with 
tJiciii. 

They  ai'c  pi'dhahly  fionc  to  Ka.skasiiiiias.  where  some  of 
them  liavc  I'clat  ions.  The  ot'lieei'  i'e1ui'iie(l  willi  some 
Frencliiueii  whose  l*irojj,ue  he  had  just  het'ore  seixt'd  com- 
ing  with  Flonr  I'rom  Kaskas(|iiias  to  this  phiee. 

The  Indian  eliiel',  who  is  iiol  yel  I'diinied  I'l^om  Kaskas- 
qnins,  had  marly  taken  prisoner  Colonel  Clarke,  the  Com- 
mandant of  the  Kehels  there,  hnt  some  Netii'oes  discover 'd 
him  and  lie  was  ohlie'ed  to  retire  without  effectiuL;'  his  pur- 
pose. 

I  had  infoi'med  Your  Excellency  that  I  purposed 
siren gtheninji'  this  Fort  by  changing-  its  form  to  triangular, 
with  a  Block  House  in  Each  Angle,  but  I  have  followed  ]\Ir. 
Hays'  proposal  as  less  Expensive  and  more  easily  defended 
with  a  small  force,  which  is  building  one  at  the  North  AVest 
Angle  and  another  at  the  opposite  Angle,  each  scouring 
two  faees  of  the  squar'e,  the  small  saillant  angles  in  each 
face  of  the  square  [as  it  now  stands!  to  be  remov'd.  Tlu 
Oak  logs  foi-  this  work  are  already  squared  and  brought  in, 
and  in  about  eight  days  one  Blockhouse  will  be  finished. 
Thvy  are  muskett  proof  and  will  each  have  five  ports.  The 
three  prs.  we  found  h"re  will  be  mounted  in  them.  The 
other  angles  will  lie  leopholed  and  lined,  having  platforms 
foi'  musketry. 

This  afternoon  arrived  two  parties  from  Kaskasquias. 
who  have  failed  of  success,  some  negroes  at  work  havinu' 
giv(Mi  notice  of  them  and  put  the  Rebels  on  their  guard. 

I  have  written  to  the  connnandant  at  the  Xatchey.  a  Ca])- 
tain  Bloomer,  whose  piMnci])al  object  is  to  intercept  succours 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  Tiebels:  by  the  same  opportunity  I 
write  to  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  as  T  have  sonu'  sus- 
picion both  leltei's  may  be  carried  to  the  laltei'.  my  intel- 
ligence to  Caj)1aiii    Hlcomer   is  of  such  a    nature  as   iiuist 
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dispose  llir  Spniiini'ds  |  if  it  sluuiM  cliiiiicr  lo  fnll  iiiln  llir'n- 
hands]  to  keep  cldsc  ;i1  Ikhiic  Of  \\u  dthrr  I  send  N'oiii' 
ExcelU'ney  a  (*<>i»y. 

Tho  1  have  no  ddulit  at  this  minute  of  tlic  cxislenee  of  a 
Spjuiish  as  well  as  a.  French  Wai-  yet  1  have  as  yet  no  ac- 
count by  wliicli  I  may  venture  to  act  on  the  offensive  a<j;ainst 
the  subjects  of  Spain,  whicli  1  ai'detitly  desife  as  there 
would  be  so  little  diffieulty  in  pushini:'  them  entirely  out  of 
the  Mississippi. 

They  hav.'  had  but  one  l>oat  from  New  Orleans  this 
Aiitunu)  and  tliat  leaded  with  li(|Uor.  The  (iariasons  in 
theii'  posts  are  ineonsid.'rable  and  oui'  .alliance  with  the  In- 
dian nations  so  extended  that  the  S])aniards  can  have  but 
a  slender  iuHuenee  Avith  tluMu. 

The  Kel)els  have  had  every  succour  and  encouragement 
f}-om  them  they  could  expect,  and  I  believe  their  hatred  and 
jealousy  of  the  En<zlish  nothini:'  abated,  since  their  disgrace- 
lul  check  at  the  Havana. 

I  impatiently  wait  your  Excellency's  orders  and  iustiiic 
tions,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  few  Troops  here,  Avitliout  which 
most  certainly  there  will  be  no  hold  on  the  French  or  In- 
dians, to  say  nothing  of  the  views  of  the  Americans. 

As  soon  as  the  season  will  i>ermit  I  shall  send  up  to  the 
Mianiis  for  the  Provision  brought  there  last  Noveml)er. 
This  i)lace  is  incapable  of  furnishing  a  (luantity,  and  ev- 
erything is  so  intoleraby  dear  that  I  am  afraid  of  incurring 
more  expence  than  I  can  possibly  avoid. 

Our  men,  off  duty,  go  over  the  river  for  wood,  l)ut  can- 
not cut  enough  for  their  consumption,  so  that  it  is  i)ur- 
chased  from  the  inhabitants  at  two  dollars— four-fifths  of  a 
chord. 

Lieut.  Du  Vernet  has  desired  leave  to  return  to  Detroit. 
I  would  wish  to  detain  him.  but  he  ui'ges  it.  and  as  he 
came  thus  far  voluntarily,  I  do  not  chuse  to  insist. 
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26th  -I.-muiii-y.  This  (hiy  soiiu^  Shawnncsc  wiio  were  last 
year  at  Dcti'oit  and  passed  this  way  yoiiig  to  the  South- 
ward, delivcrcMl  me  a  letter  which  they  had  received  from 
Capt.  Helm,  whih'  comiiiandiii<z'  here,  dated  14th  August, 
178  [1778] ,  address 'd  to  the  Head  men  of  the  Creek  Indians. 
As  the  Chiefs  of  the  other  nations  were  assembled  in  my 
room  I  was  glad  of  the  op])ortunity  of  communicating  to 
them  what  the  messages  reported,  the  substance  of  which  I 
send  enclosed  to  your  Excellency,  and  shall  forward  to  Cap- 
tain Ijernoult  at  Detroit,  and  to  Colonel  PxiHoii  and  Major 
Butler  at  Niagara. 

Almost  all  the  Indians  are  returned  to  their  Castles,  or 
on  the  point  of  moving  off.  They  most  of  them  promise  to 
I'elurn  to  lliis  place  soon  (U^  to  send  othei-s  in  their  room.  It 
is  remarkable  not  a  man  has  died  of  either  Whites  or  Indi- 
ans since  our  setting  out,  which  cii'cumstance  has  great 
weight  with  superstitious  people  as  these  are.  and  ought  not 
to  be  thoughtlessly  passed  over  by  any. 

Your  Excellency  will  pardon  me  if  I  mention  the  necessity 
of  a  supply  of  Anns,  Ammiuiition  and  Cloathing  sufficient 
for  keeping  in  their  present  disposition  such  a  number  of 
Indians  as  we  wish  to  have  dependent  on  us,  and  of  course 
cannot  be  cloathed,  armed  or  fed  but  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pense. I  have  it  not  in  my  power  as  yet  to  procure  an  esti- 
mate of  the  numbers  which  will  make  their  applications  at 
this  i)lace,  but  am  humbly  of  opinion  no  time  should  he  lost 
in  sending  tln'iu  fi'om  below,  as  the  passage  of  the  ^liamis 
is  very  precarious  even  in  i\Iay,  from  the  scarcity  of  water, 
which  is  so  great  sometimes  as  not  to  admit  of  passing  of 
Pirogues. 

However  inconvenient  and  disagreeable  my  staying  at  this 
place  may  be,  I  shall  content  myself  so  long  as  youi-  Excel- 
lency may  judge  it  necessary,  or  in  any  way  conducive  to  the 
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service,  and  if  tlu'i-c  should  ])c  a  call  fur  my  goin<i'  further 
un  this  ooiuinniiicnt  ion.  I  siial!  al\va>'s  he  ivady  to  act  for  the 
best. 

27th.  Tlie  Ottawas  came  to  nie  this  day  willi  their. 
Chiefs,  Avho  tohl  me  they  were  determined  to  stay  with  me 
and  go  wherever  I  should  order  them;  that  if  I  meant  to  go 
to  Kaskasquias  they  would  ^o  also. 

The  Chippoweys  almost  all  return,  but  tell  me  T  may  ex- 
pect a  numlier  of  them  in  the  Spring. 

The  Hums  |lluroii:s|  return  and  ])romise  to  give  such  an 
account  of  their  treatment  here  and  of  what  has  passed  as 
will  iinluce  tluMr  ])eople  to  come  this  way  in  the  Spi-ing. 

The  Shawanese  are  inveterate  against  the  Virginians,  a 
party  of  them  sets  off  tomorrow  towards  the  Falls  of  Ohio, 
which  they  purpose  crossing. 

The  Delawares  liereabout  have  lost  some  Relations  lately, 
killed  by  the  Virginians.  One  of  them  has  a  Rebel  passpoi-t 
which  he  makes  use  of  to  get  thro'  the  settlement. 

The  Ouabache  Indians  are  to  be  expected  to  act  only  from 
the  motive  of  fear  of  the  other  Confederate  Indians,  not 
having  the  spirit  of  either  the  Southern  or  Northern  Indi- 
ans. Their  situation  makes  them  apprehensive  of  another 
visit  from  the  Virginians.  Nothing  but  a  force  sufficient  to 
protect  them  will  engage  them  to  act  steadyly. 

28th.  This  day  we  raised  one  of  the  Blockhouses.  A 
party  of  Shawanese,  Delawares  and  Peaukeshaas  set  off  on 
a  scout  to  the  Falls  of  Ohio;  another  of  Poutc()uatta)nies 
and  Chippoweys  is  to  follow  them  shortly. 

Lieut.  Du  Vernet  tells  me  he  shall  have  the  di-auuht  of 
this  river  ready  to  send  oif  to  your  Excellency  in  a  week 
after  his  arrival  at  Detroit. 

Endor.sed:  From  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton  at  Post  Vincennes 
the  26,  27,  28  and  29  January.     Rece'd  17th  April. 
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Canadiax  Arcijives,  Series  B.  Vol.  122.  P.  27'^. 
I  By  Lieut.  Gov.  IIamii/fonJ  . 

Substance  of  a  Coiift'i-enee  with  the  Indians,  St.  Vincennes, 
January  2Gtli,  1771). 

The  Chiefs  ot  llic  i'olJowinii'  nations  assenibliMl  at  Fort 
Saekvilk\  vizt : 

Shawanesc,  Ottawas,  ("hippoweys,  llurons.  .Mianiis,  Peau- 
kaskaas,  (^)ui(jiialM)es,  Ouiattonos,  Delawares,  and  a  man 
from  til','  Ci'eck  nation,  who  ai'e  called  ^Tascous  by  the  In- 
dians. 

An  Ottawa  child'  rose  up  and  saluted  the  Kiny,  the  Great 
Chief  at  Quebec,  the  Lt.  Gov't,  of  Detroit,  all  the  King's 
Subjects  and  the  several  nations  of  Indians,  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Chiefs  then  pi'esent. 

He  then  address 'd  himself  to  the  Slla^^'anese  and  Dela- 
wares in  particular  exhorting  them  to  exert  themselves  and 
be  firm  in  their  attachment  to  their  father  and  all  the  In- 
dians his  children.  'Tis  the  pleasure  of  the  Great  Spirit  that 
we  shoidd  all  meet  this  day  in  friendship.  Let  us  then  con- 
tinue in  these  good  dispositions  and  be  of  one  heart  and 
mind  in  acting  in  concert  with  our  father  for  the  defense  of 
our  lands.  Yon  see  our  father  has  it  at  heart  since  he  is 
come  thus  far  with  that  design.  You  have  seen  the  attempts 
of  the  Virginians  to  dispossess  us. 

T>i-r11ircn  !  You  know  that  the  great  tree  under  whose 
sliade  we  consult  together  is  not  ]~>lanted  here  but  at  the 
Detroit.  Let  us  take  care  to  prop  that  tree  that  it  may  not 
lean  to  one  side  or  other;  let  us  keej)  it  well  water 'd  that  its 
branches  may  shoot  up  to  the  clouds.  Who  is  there  so  dar- 
ing as  to  cut  the  Bark  of  that  tree  ?    No  one. 
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Bl'i'tlli'cii  !  ^■(;u  iiijiy  |-ciii('iiil)cr  tli;il  I;is1  si)i-iiiL;  some 
C'liie-kasaas  aiiel  C'hci'akccs  caiiic  lo  Ddi'oil  to  \\;i1ci-  that 
tree,  be  advised  by  diir  I'ailici'.  lie  is  ddiii'j  all  he  can  do 
maintain  ns  in  the  possession  oT  ihcsc  lands  on  wtiicli  I  he 
I\rastor  of  lil'e  has  tliouulil   to  place  us. 

A  Sliawancsc  Ihcn  spoke  :  l''alhcr  ami  m\-  hi'ct  hi'cn  —  l-'ive 
monriis  arc  now  passed  since  we  lei'l  our  own  vilhiLic  to  <iO  to 
the  Creek  Coiintiy.  i'rom  whence  we  are  just  returned.  On 
our  leavino'  this  place  tlie  Commajidant  of  the  Fort  [Capt. 
ITelmJ  yave  us  a  letter  ivy  Itie  Chief  of  the  Mascous.  but  as 
we  apprehended  it  mi^ht  contain  sumethini!'  which  wcnihl 
make  the  Indians  uneasy  we  did  not  deiivei-  it.  i»ul  have 
bnniuht  it  t(»  oui-  L'athei-,  scaled. 

We  met  on  oui'  I'oad  hither  Kissinuua  and  a  white  man 
[those  that  weiv  sent  to  ]\lr.  Stuart  by  Lt.  (rov.  Hamilton] 
on  tlieii-  way  to  that  countiy.  Kissinjina  desired  us  to  tell 
the  Indians  of  ;liis  river  to  assembh'  all  the  Pi-isoners  they 
may  have  beloniiini;-  to  the  Creeks,  as  he  designed  brinjiiny' 
in  exchansi'e  any  of  them  M'hich  mi.uht  be  in  that  Couiitry. 

I'he  Shawanese  then  delivered  the  letter  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governoi-.  which  was  addressed  to  the  Chief  man  of  the 
Creeks,  requiring'  him  to  keep  his  people  quiet  and  not  to 
li'ive  credit  to  what  he  should  be  told  by  the  English.  That 
.the  ShaAvanese  and  Oubeche  Indians  were  in  friendship 
with  tlie  Virginians,  and  referring  him  to  the  beai'ers  for 
an  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  America. 

The  same  Shawanese  then  pi-(,duced  a  lono-  white  belt  sent 
by  the  Great  chief  of  the  Creeks,  which  he  had  desiredmight 
be  delivered  at  St.  Vincennes  from  that  sent  up  to  Oueatto- 
non  and  thence  to  the  Lake  Indians,  that  all  the  Indians' 
might  know  the  design  of  the  Creeks,  vizt.  to  be  in  friend- 
ship with  them  and  at  wai-  with  the  Virginians,  that  by  that 
belt  they  open'd  a  road  which  should  be  kept  free  and  open 
that  a  child  miuht  walk  safely  in  it. 
—26 
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He  tlien  delivered  to  llic  (ii-aiule  Coite  |a  I'caukashaa 
Chief]  a  roll  of  Creek  Tobaeco,  for  him  and  his  Allies  to 
smoke,  adding',  in  the  name  of  the  Ci-eek  Chief,  that  he 
smoaked  of  that  Tobacco  when  he  thought  on  jiood  thinus 
and  had  pity  on  his  Women  and  Chihlren. 

The  Shawaiiese  then  told  the  Chiefs  present  that  the  up- 
per town  of  the  Creeks  had  not  taken  up  the  Hatchet  against 
the  Virginians  till  last  spi-ing,  but  that  now  they  were  all 
join'd,  that  they  had  ravaged  the  Frontieis  as  far  as  the  old 
Shawanese  villages,  that  they  had  taken  several  small  forts, 
that  the  English  had  eight  Forts  besides  the  (In^at  Stone 
Fort  [perhaps  St.  Augustine],  that  the  Kel)els  had  made  an 
attempt  on  the  greatest,  but  that  the  Indians  had  assembled 
and  forced  them  back',  that  800  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Col- 
onies had  come  for  protection  to  the  English,  almost  naked, 
that  they  had  quarrelled  among  each  other  and  several  had 
been  killed,  that  the  Indians  were  taken  great  care  of  by  ?\Ir. 
Stuart,  that  they  wanted  for  nothing,  having  never  before 
been  so  well  supi)licd;  that  the  Rebels  said  they  were  not 
al()n(\  the  French  and  S])aniards  having  joined  them. 

Henry  Hamilton. 
Lt.  Gov.  and  Superintendent. 

29th  Jany.  The  Crande  Quoete,  the  firs!  Chief  of  the 
Peaukashaas,  delivered  to  Lt.  (iov.  Hamilton  a  String  with 
a  Scalp  hanging  to  it  and  said  that  he  spake  in  the  name  of 
all  the  Ouabash  Indians  who  had  now  found  their  father, 
that  they  had  received  his  llatehet  and  would  use  it  with 
all  their  hearts;  that  they  saw  with  pleasure  the  Messengers 
from  the  Creeks,  Choctaws,  Chickasaas,  &c.,  and  the  belt 
which  they  brought  would  ojK^n  the  eyes  of  all  their  peo- 
ple, men,  women  and  eliildren,  who  might  now  see  an  open 
sky  and  a  clear  road;  that  the  Great  Spirit  certainly  had 
compassion  on  the  Indians,  since  he  brought  th(Mn  together 
in  peace;  that  he  would  acquaint  the  Cuabaehe  Indians  of 
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the  treaty  ol'  pracc  piTsciilcd  hy  ilic  Soiitlicni  Indijiiis  .-iikI 
Ihat  it  ini^lit  he  known  to  t  he  noi'i  liwnid.  lie  (Iclivcml  their 
Road  Belt  to  the  Mijimis. 

Tlie  ^liaiiiis  said  they  would  ddivci'  it  to  tticir  cldcfs,  the 
Ottawas.  who  woidd  Idrward  i;.  'Idic  sti-iiii;'  witli  the  scalp 
was  delivi'i'cd  hy  Lt.  (\o\r.  ilaiiiilton  to  the  Chippoways 
to  carry  to  Detroit  to  he  shown  to  the  j.nke  Indians. 

li.  Hamilton. 
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Canadian    Ar(iiivp:s,  Series  V>,   Vol.  t)(i.    P.   2"). 
No.  11. 

[From  jMa.iok  Dk  Feyster  to  Oen'l  IIaldimand]. 

Miciiii.iMAt'KiXAc,  2i)1h  .Jan.,  177l>. 

Sir — 1  (lid  niyscll;  the  hdiioiir  to  write  to  your  Excellency 
on  the  27tli  of  October,  acquainting  yon  with  the  steps  T 
had  taken  towards  giving  assistance  to  Lt.  Govr.  Hamilton, 
liaving  sent  Messrs.  Longdale  [Langlade],  Gautier  and 
Ains.  is  returned,  with  the  following  report,  viz. :  that  they 
wore  detained  on  their  way  ])y  contrary  winds  so  that  they 
did  not  reach  ihc  mouth  of  the  Grand  River  till  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  November,  where  ]\Ir.  Langdale  [Langlade [ 
landed  agreable  to  his  instructions;  that  on  their  way  to  St. 
Joseph's  they  spoke  with  the  Ottawa  Chief,  wdio  declined  the 
Expedition  for  want  of  previous  notice,  but  declared  them- 
selves ready  in  the  spring;  that,  detained  by  a  continuation 
of  bad  weather  he  and  Gautier  did  not  arrive  at  St.  Joseph ';> 
untill  the  second  day  of  l)ecend)er.  when  they  found  .Mr. 
Louis  Chevalier,  who  had  been  twenty-two  days  from  Mr. 
Hamilton's  little  ai-my  which  had  near  ])assed  the  Pays  Plat 
before  he  left  it;  that  lie.  Chevalier,  was  infoi-med  there 
that  (iilbault  IGibault],  the  Priest,  had  been  at  the  Post 
Vincent  and  at  the  oliea  with  a  party  of  rebels  and  obliged 
600  inhabitants  1o  swear  allegiance  to  the  Congress,  &c., 
and  that  by  the  best  accounts  he  could  get  the  Jlel)els  at  the 
Illinois  did  not  exceed  three  hundred  men,  who  were  ill 
provided. 

The  above  news  (tf  Mr.  llainiltoii  liaving  got  so  far  the 
-start,  being  told  to  the  Indians  at  the  (irand  River,  where 
Langdale  had  raised  about  eighty,  they  declined  to  follow 
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at  SO  great  ii.  tlistaiU'c,  111!  which  .Mi',  l.aiiudalr  srl  (  nt  Ini- his 
Post  at  La  Hnyo.  and  (iaiilici'.  liiidiim  thai  .Mr.  Chevalier 
liad  al!'ead\-  taken  the  few  Poilawataiiiies  wliiidi  could  be 
raised  at  that  advanced  seasdii  to  Mr.  1  laiiiilten,  set  out  I'o'' 
his  Post  on  the  Mississippi,  carrying:  witli  tiieiii  I'elts  and 
speeches  to  e.xhort  the  Indians  to  he  inady  in  the  sprinti  i!' 
caHe;!   ui)on. 

Your  Exeelleney's  answer  to  my  lettei-  of  tlie  21st  Sept. 
[thro'  La.  Col.  BoltonJ  is  .pist  eoiue  to  liand. 

1    ha\'e  tli<'  honour.  &.r., 
[SioiuHl]  A.  S.  1)k  Pkyster. 

P.  S.  — I  should  be  uiad  to  know  if  your  Exeelleney  will 
please  to  allow  the  Officer  any  jiay  for  his  laying  out  and 
dii'ecting  the  route  at  the  Portaue. 
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Can-adian  AiuiiivEs.  Series  B.  Vol.  122,  P.  284. 
[Hamilton  to  IIaldimand]. 

St.  Vincennes,  Jany  30,  1779  [not  1780]. 

Tomorrow  the  Commissary  sets  out  with  ten  Pirogues  to 
the  ]\Iiamis  for  provision  and  goods  sent  from  Detroit  last 
November.  Thii-ty  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place' go  on 
the  Corvee. 

Yesterday  the  [)iiiH'ij)al  Chief  of  th(^  Pcaukashaas  gave 
me  a  sti'ing  in  presence  of  tlie  other  nations  assembled 
pui-porting  that  his  nation  liad  entered  heartily  into  the 
views  of  theii-  brethren  and  would  act  after  their  example. 

This  day  a  party  of  his  nation  set  off  for  war  to  the 
Falls  of  Ohio.  This  day  also  a  Peoria  Chief  came  to  give 
me  his  hand.  1  gave  him  an  English  medal  in  exchange  for 
his  Fi-eneh  one.  I  may  venture  to  affirm  the  Indians  of  this 
country  are  as  much  united  as  can  be  expected  considering 
the  differences  which  have  subsisted  for  several  years 
among  some  of  them  and  which  are  not  easily  accom- 
modated. 

By  tlie  Hetuins  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, of  this  Garrison,  it  will  appear  that  regiilars  are 
very  few  in  iimiil)er  and  need  not  observe  how  much  I 
stand  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  regular  olficers.  I  have 
such  fre(|uent  interruptions  from  the  Savages  who  have 
no  other  Council  Chaml)t'r  but  my  bedroom  that  I  am  sen- 
sible my  letters  testifie  too  great  a  warit  of  order  and 
method. 

1   li;i\e  the  honor  to  be  with  i)i'ofound  I'espect.  Sir. 

\'oui'  Exeellency's  most  devoted  and  most  obedient  serv- 
ant. Henry  Hamilton. 

^^|^t  Sackville,  oOtli  January,  1779. 
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[Postscripl   ovcf  leaf.] 

Sir  -TIk'  officers  api)ointecl  to  tlic  Voluiilcor  company  of 
Detroit  as  well  as  the  officei-s  of  militia  not  having'  Com- 
mission under  your  Exeeliency.  I  lake  llir  lihci-ly  of  re- 
(juesting-  that  Blank  ('onunissions  may   be  seni    for  them. 

Captain  La  .Mothe  was  appointed  in  conseciucnce  of  a 
letter  hon\  Lord  tieorizc  (iermaine,  but  has  no  other  com- 
mission than  a  sort  of  warrant  from  me  whicli  is  a  feeble 
hold  for  a  man  at  his  time  of  life,  with  a  family.  Should 
your  Exeelleney  api)rove  of  his  appointment  and  that  of 
two  Lieiiteimnts  to  the  Company,  i;  will  be  a  .u'reat  encour- 
ao-ement  to  them  and  to  the  settlement  in  general. 

His  Lordship's  letter  requiring  dispatch,  several  officers 
and  others  were  appointed  in  the  Indian  department,  a 
list  of  whom  I  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible  to  (lenei-al 
Sir  (Juy  Carleton  for  his  approbation,  hut  there  has  not 
any  answer  been  given  as  yet,  tho'  the  draughts  foi-  their 
pay  have  been  answered. 

On  the  above  mentioned  oeeasien  I  i)ut  on  pay  one  Major 
for  the  six  Companies,  one  adjutant  for  the  Company  in 
the  Fort,  consisting  of  146  men,  and  one  adjutant  for  the 
other  five  companies  in  the  settlement. 

I  should  be  hapi)y  to  know  your  Excellency's  pleasure  on 
this  subject. 

[To]  Tlis  Excellency  Lieut.  General  Ilaldimand,  (Jovern- 
or  and  Commdr  in  Chief,  &c.,  &e.,  &c.,  Quebec. 

From  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton  at  Post  Vincennes  of  the 
20th  [30th]  Jany,  1779. 

Rec'd  17th  April. 
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I  Tile  Idllowiii^  is  ;i  portion  of  the  dispatches  tiikcii  i'rom 
AVilliiiiii  .M\i'i-s.  an  express  messenger  of  (General  (lark. 
It  is  lint  ('(tiiiplclc.  Nor  is  it  the  original,  but  a  suininai- 
ized  abstract  of  a  part,  while  it  wholly  omits  much  of  tiie 
original   document  itself.     IT.   \V.   Beckwith.   Editor |. 

JOURNAL  OF  G.  R.  CLARK. 

[From  C.\.\ai>l\x  Ahchives,  Series  B,  Vol,  122,  P.  2S!».J 

"What  prrccdes  this  part  of  Colonel  Clark's  journal  is 
only  an  account  of  his  setting  out,  aiul  his  march  till  llic 
2;id  of  Pehi-uary."' 

"Set  off  very  early,  waded  better  than  three  miles  on 
a  stretch;  our  people  prodigious  [weakl,  yet  they  keep  up 
a  good  heai't  in  hopes  of  a  speedy  sight  of  our  enemies.  At 
last,  about  two  o'clock,  we  came  in  sight  of  this  long- 
sought  town  and  enemy  all  quiet ;  the  spirits  of  my  men 
seemed  to  revive.  We  marched  u[>  under  cover  of  a  wood, 
called  the  Warrior's  island,  whei'c  we  lay  concealed  until 
sunset.  Several  of  the  inhabitants  were  out  a  shooting, 
by  which  was  assui-ed  they  had  no  intelligence  of  us  yet. 
I  sent  out  two  men  to  ])ring  in  one,  who  came,  and  I  sent 
him  to  town  to  inform  the  inhabitants  I  was  near  them, 
ordering  all  those  attached  to  the  king  of  England  to 
enter  the  fort  and  defend  it,  those  who  desired  to  be  friends 
to  keep  in  their  houses.  I  ordered  the  march  in  the  first 
division.  Captain  Williams's,  Captain  Worthington's  com- 
panies, and  the  Kaskaskia  volunteers,  in  the  second,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Bowman,  his  own  comi)any,  and  the 
Cohds  volunteers.  At  sundown  I  put  the  divisions  in  mo- 
tiou  1()  iiiafcli  in  the  greatest  order  and  regularity,  and 
observe  the  orders  of  their  ofHcers.  Above  all.  to  be  silent. 
The  five  men  we  took  in  our  canoes  were  our  guides.  We 
entered  1he  town  on  the  ui)per  i)art.  ha\ing  detached  Lieut- 
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enant  Baley  and  lifteen  i-itlcmeii  to  attack  the  fort  aud 
keep  up  a  fire  to  harass  them  until  we  took  possession  oi: 
the  town,  and  they  wcfc  1o  rniiain  on  thai  (lui\'  111!  I'clieved 
by  another  party.  Tlic  Iwn  divisions  niai'ehed  into  llic  town 
and  took  possession  of  the  main  street.  i)ut  guards.  &e., 
without  the  h'ast  moK'slation.  I  eontinucd  all  nii:h1  scnd- 
iu'.i  i)arti('s  out  to  anno\'  tlir  enemy,  and  caused  a  ti'ench 
to  he  thrown  up  acro.ss  the  main  street  al)out  two  liundred 
yards  from  tlie  fort  sra.te.  We  liad  intelliuetu't^  thai  ("aplain 
Lamotte  ami  thirty  men  wei-e  sent  out  about  three  hours 
before  our  ari'ival  to  icconnoitiM-.  as  it  seems  they  had 
some  sus|)iei()n  t)\'  a  jtai'ty  hein^'  near  them.  One  Maison- 
ville  and  a  pai't\'  of  Indians,  eomini:'  up  the  Ohnabadie  with 
two  ]U'istine!'s  made  on  the  Ohio,  had  discovei-ed  our  fires, 
and  they  arrived  hei'e  a  few  days  befoi'e  us.  T  ordered 
ont  a  pai-ty  innnediately  to  intercept  them  and  took  said 
Maisonville  and  one  man.  They  ^ave  us  no  intellioence 
worth  mentioiiin;u'. 

"24th.  As  soon  as  daylight  appeared  the  enemy 
perceived  our  works  and  he^an  a  very  smart  lire 
of  small  arms  at  it.  l>ut  eouhl  not  brinii'  their  cannon 
to  bear  (ui  them.  About  eight  o'clock  I  sent  a  flair  of  truce 
with  a  letter,  desiring  Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton,  in 
order  to  save  the  impending  storm  that  hung  ovei-  his  head, 
immediately  to  surrender  up  the  garrison,  fort,  stores,  etc., 
and  at  his  peril  not  to  deslroy  any  one  article  now  in  the 
said  garrison,  or  to  hurl  any  house,  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants,  for  if  he  <lid.  1)\'  heaven,  he  might  e.xpect  no 
mercy.  His  answer  was:  'Governor  Hamilton  l)egs  leave 
to  acquaint  Colonel  ("hu'k  that  he  and  his  garrison  were 
not  disposed  to  be  awed  into  any  action  unworthy  of  British 
subjects.'  I  then  ord(n-ed  out  ]nirties  to  attack  the  fort, 
and  the  firing  began  very  smartly  on  lioth  sides.  One  of 
my  men.  thi-ough  a  braveiy  known  but  1o  Americans, 
walked  carelessly  up  the  main  str(H4.  \vas  sliuhtly  wounded 
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ovov  the  left  oye,  but  no  ways  dan<i;orous.  About  twelve 
o'clock  the  firin«r  from  the  fort  suspended,  and  I  perceived 
a  Hail  coming  out.  I  ordered  my  people  to  stop  firing  till 
further  orders.  I  soon  perceived  it  was  Captain  Helm, 
wlio,  after  salutations,  informed  me  that  the  purport  of 
his  eoiiiniissioii  was,  tliat  Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton 
was  willing  to  surrender  up  the  fort  and  garrison,  pro- 
vided Colonel  Clark  would  grant  him  honorable  terms,  and 
he  begged  Colonel  Clark  to  come  into  the  fort  to  confer 
with  him.  F'irst,  I  desired  Captain  Helm  not  to  give  any 
intelligence  of  Governor  Hamilton's  strength,  etc.,  being 
as  his  parole.  Second,  my  answer  to  Governor  Hamilton 
was,  that  I  slKMild  not  agree  to  any  other  terms  than  that 
Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton  sliould  immediately  surren- 
der at  discretion,  and  allowed  him  half  an  hour  to  con- 
sider thereof.  As  to  entering  the  fort,  my  officers  and  men 
wouhl  not  allow  of  it,  for  it  was  with  difficulty  I  restrained 
them  from  storming  the  garrison.  I  dismissed  Capain 
Helm  with  my  aiiswei'.  At  the  time  allowed.  Captain  Helm 
came  back  with  Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton's  proposals, 
which  were:  'Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton  proposes  to 
Colonel  Ciai'k  a  truce  for  three  days,  during  which  time 
there  shall  no  defensive  works  be  carried  on  the  garrison, 
provided  Colonel  Clark  shall  observe  the  like  cessation  on  his 
part ;  he  further  proposes  that  whatever  may  pass  between 
them  two,  and  any  person  mutually  agreed  upon  to  be  pres- 
ent, shall  remain  secret  until  matters  be  finally  determined, 
as  he  wishes  that  whatever  the  result  of  their  conference 
may  be,  the  honor  and  credit  of  each  maj^  be  considered.  So 
he  Avishes  he  may  confer  with  Colonel  Clark  as  soon  as 
may  be.  As  Colonel  Clark  makes  a  difficulty  of  coming 
into  the  fort,  Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton  will  speak 
to  him  before  the  gate. 

"  '24th  February,  1779.     [Signed]     11.  Hamilton.' 
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"This  inoiiii'iil  ici'civcd  iiiteili<i'encc  Ili;it  ;i  pai'ty  of  In- 
dians ai-('  ('(iiiiiiit:-  up  ffdiii  till'  falls  with  prisoiiei's  or 
scalps,  wliirli  p;ifty  were  scut  out  by  (  Jovci'ikh'  llaniilton 
i'ov  that  purpose.  My  people  wei'e  so  eni'a<ie([  lliey  inuiic- 
iliately  iiitercei)te(l  the  paiiy,  which  consisted  of  eif^ht 
Indian^  and  a  Freiieliniaii  of  the  garrison.  They  killed 
three  ou  the  spot  and  brought  four  in  who  were  toma- 
hawked in  the  street  opposite  the  foi't  gate  and  thi'own  into 
the  rivei'.  I''"'rcucluiuiu  we  showed  uiei'cy,  as  his  aged 
father  had  behaved  so  well  in  my  party.  1  i-elicved  the  two 
pi-isoners  who  wei'e  French  hunters  on  the  Ohio;  after 
which  Captain  Helm  cai'ried  my  answer— thus:  'Colonel 
Clai'k's  eom])linients  to  (iovernor  Hamilton,  and  begs  leave 
to  iufoi'in  him  that  Colonel  Clark  will  not  agree  to  any 
othei'  terms  than  of  ( iovernor "s  Hamilton's  surrendering 
himself  and  garrison,  prisoners  at  discretion.  If  (Governor 
Hamilton  desires  a  conference  with  Colonel  (^lark  he  will 
meet  him  at  the  church  with  Ca])t.  Helm. 

'''24th  February,   1770.      |  Signed]      (i.  E.   Clark." 

"I  immediati'ly  repaired  there  to  confer  with  (lOvernor 
Hamilton,  where  I  met  him  and  Captain  Helm,  (iovei'nor 
Hamilton  then  begged  I  would  consichn-  the  situation  of 
both  parties;  that  he  was  willing  to  suri-ender  the  garrison, 
l)ut  was  in  hoix's  that  Colonel  Clark  would  let  him  do  it 
with  honor.  I  answered  him:  'I  have  been  informed  that 
he  had  eight  hundred  men.  I  have  not  that  number,  but 
I  came  to  fight  that  number.'  (iovernor  Hannlton  then 
replied:  'Who  could  give  you  this  false  inf(»rmation  .''  'I 
am,  sir,'  re])li<Ml  I,  'well  acquainted  with  youi-  streniith  and 
force,  and  am  able  to  take  your  fort,  thererore  I  will  give 
no  other  terms  but  to  submit  youi'self  and  garrison  to  my 
discretion  and  mei-cy.'  He  replied,  'Sir,  my  men  are  brave 
and  willing  to  stand  by  me  to  the  last.  If  I  can't  sur- 
I'ender  on   honorable  terms,   I'll    fi<_;lit    it    out    to  the   last.' 
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T  ;iiis\VL'i'(.'d :  'This  will  give  luy  men  infinite  satisfaction 
and  pleasure,  for  it  is  their  desire.'  lie  left  and  went  a 
few  paces  aloof.  I  told  Captain  Helm,  'Sir,  you  are  a 
prisoner  on  your  parole.  I  desire  you  to  reconduct  Governor 
Ilauiilloii  into  the  fort  and  there  remain  till  I  retake  you.' 
Lieuleiiaiil*  Jovernor  Hamilton  then  reluriicd  saying,  'Col- 
on(^l  C'laik.  why  will  you  force  me  to  dishonor  myself  when 
you  can  not  aiMiui  re  more  honor  by  it  ? '  I  told  him  :  '  Could 
1  look  ui)on  >'ou,  sir,  as  a  gentleman,  I  would  do  to  the 
utmost  of  my  i)ower;  but  on  you,  sir,  who  have  embued 
your  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  women  and  children,  honor, 
my  country,  everything  calls  upon  me  aloud  for  xen- 
seance.'— Governor  I/rnniltonr-'I  know,  sir,  my  character 
has  been  stained,  Init  not  deservedly,  for  I  have  always 
ciideavoi-ed  to  instill  humanity  as  much  as  possil)le  to  the 
Indians  whom  the  orders  of  my  superiors  obliged  me  to 
employ.'  Colonel  Clark — 'Sir.  speak  no  more  on  this  sub- 
ject; my  blood  glows  within  my  veins  to  think  on  the  cruel- 
ties your  Indian  parties  have  committed,  therefore  i-epair 
to  your  fort  and  prepare  for  battle;'  on  which  I  turned 
off,  and  the  governor  and  Captain  Helm  toward  the  fort. 
AVh(^n  Captain  Helm  says,  'Gentlemen,  pray  don't  be  warm, 
strive  to  save  many  lives  which  may  be  useful  to  their  coun- 
try, which  will  unavoidably  fall  in  case  you  don't  agree,' 
on  which  we  again  conferred.  Governor  Hamilton  said : 
'Is  there  nothijig  to  be  done  but  fighting?'  'Yes  sir;  I 
will  send  you  such  articles  as  I  think  proper  to  allow;  if 
you  accei)t  them,  wt'll.  1  will  allow  you  half  an  hour  to 
consider  on  them,'  on  which  Captain  Helm  came  with  me  to 
take  them  to  Governor  Hamilton.  Having  assembled  my 
officers,  I  sent  the  following  articles,  viz : 

"  '1st.  Lieut(Miant-(iovei"nor  Hamilton  engages  to  de- 
liver up  to  Colonel  Clark,  Fort  Sackville  as  it  is  at  present, 
with  nil  the  stores,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc. 
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"  '2(1.  Tlic  uarrisoii  will  deliver  tlioniselves  up  pi-isoners 
of  war,  to  niaix'li  out  with  their  ai'ins,  accoutrements,  knap- 
sacks, etc. 

"  "Ad.  Tlic  uarrisoii  to  be  (Iclivcrcl  up  liuiiori'ow  niorn- 
in<:'  at   ten  o'clock. 

"  '4tti.  'riirce  (lays  to  be  allowotl  to  the  garrison  to 
settle  tiifii'  accoiiiils  with  the  lra(-lei's  of  this  place  and 
inhabitants. 

''  '5th.  The  officers  of  tlie  uarrison  to  T)e  allowed  their 
necessary  baggage,  etc. 

"'ISigned]  G.  R.  Clark. 

"  'Post  Vincent,  •24th  Febrnai-y.  1779.' 

'"Within  the  limited  tiiiK*  ('ai)tain  Helm  returned  with 
the  articles  signed  thus,  viz.: 

"'Agreed  to.  for  the  following  reasons:  Remoteness 
Prom  success;  the  state  and  (piantity  of  provisions,  (fee.; 
the  unanimity  of  ol^cers  and  men  on  its  expediency;  the 
honorable  terms  allowed,  and  the  confidence  in  a  generous 
enemy. 

"  '[Signed]  Henry  Hamilton, 

"  'Lieutenant-Governor   and    Superintendent.' 

"27th.  The  Willing  [a  boa!:]  arrived  at  three  o'clock. 
She  was  detained  by  the  strong  current  on  the  Ouabache 
and  Ohio.  Second  lieutenant  and  forty-eight  men  with 
tAvo  iron  four-poiniders  and  two  swivels  on  board  The 
AVilling.     1st." 
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Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  297. 
I  Hamilton  to  Leknoi'lt.] 

Sir— As  ^Ir.  Couniailler  ])roposes  to  go  to  iJelroii  loi' 
his  private  affairs  I  request  of  you  to  permit  him  to  return 
when  he  shall  have  transacted  his  business.  I  believe  him 
to  be  deserving  of  this  indulgence,  or  should  not  have  given 
you  this  trouble. 

I  liavc  the  honor  to  Ix'.  Sir,  your  iiio.^t  obedient  luiiii- 
blc  s('i'\aii1. 

Henry  Hamilton. 
By  pel-mission  of  Col.   Chsrk. 
At  St.  Vineennes,  Marcli  81  h,  1779. 
Capt.  Lei'iioult,  comma *t  at  Detroit. 

Endorsed:  Copy  of  Cov.  Hamilton's  and  Jehu  Hay's 
letter  in  favour  of  Mr.  Cournailler,  who  brought  them  to 
Detroit. 
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Canadian  Akciuvks.  Skkiks  1'>.  Vci,.  122.  1\  2!)8. 

This  ccrtilii's  th;i1  llic  bciin'r.  Mr.  Pieiv  CouriKiilIrr,  was 
viM-y  (»l)!ii:iim  and  kind  Ic  all  the  oniccis  who  were  taken 
l)ris()iiers  with  Lt.-(;<>v.  llaiiiillon  at  Fort  Sackville,  for 
■which  reason  I  reeoniiiieii(l  him  to  tlie  notice  of  those  of 
liiv  a('(|uai!itaiu'i'  whei'cvcr  lie  !iia\"  iiiecj   them. 

.Ji:iu    llAV. 

l*ost  Vineennes,  8th  .March,  177!). 

X.  B.  — This  was  enclosed  in  (Jov.  11  a  mi  lion's  lettei'  in 
favor  of  ]Mr.  Cournaillei'.  I^-  B-  L- 

Endorsed:  Cei'tincatc  h.v  .Mr.  Hay  in  favor  of  Mons'r. 
Conrnalier. 
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Canadlvn  i\RciiivES,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  304. 

[(j.  R.   Cl.VRK   to  (ioVERNOR  IIeNRY.] 

Dear  Sir— By  William  ^Moiers  Yon  wrote  to  mo  if  possible 
to  procure  you  soim*  Horses  mid  Miirrs.  Xotliiim'  could  give 
jiie  grcalri'  pl(^asurc  than  1o  scrxc.  hut  I  douht  at  i)rescnt 
it  is  out  of  my  power  as  my  situation  and  circumstances 
is  much  altered  as  pr  Letter.  There  heiny  no  such  horses 
here  as  you  i'e(iuest  me  to  get  and  T  have  so  nuicli  publick 
business  to  do,  especially  in  the  Indian  departm't,  that 
T  doubt  I  shall  n(it  be  able  to  g'o  to  the  Illinois  for  some 
time.  I  tiiid  that  you  have  conceived  a  greater  opinion 
of  the  hoi'ses  in  this  country  than  I  have.  The  Pawnee 
and  Chicasa  horses  are  very  good  and  some  of  them  deli- 
cate, l)ut  the  common  breed  in  this  country  is  triffling,  as 
they  are  adulterated.  The  fines't  Stallion  by  far  that  is  in 
the  Country— I  purchased  some  time  ago  and  rode  him 
on  this  E\pediti<!n  and  resolved  to  make  you  a  coinpliment 
of  him,  but  to  my  mortification  I  find  it  impossible  to 
get  him  across  the  drown 'd  lands  of  the  Wabash  as  it  is 
near  three  leagues  across  at  present  and  no  appearance 
of  its  falling  shortly,  but  you  depend  that  I  shall  by  the 
first  opportunity  send  him  to  you.  He  came  from  New 
IMexico  three  hundred  leagues  west  of  this.  I  don't  think 
it  in  my  power  to  send  you  such  mares  as  yon  want  this 
spring,  but  in  order  to  procure  you  the  best  can  be  got,  I 
shall  contract  with  some  man  of  the  Spanish  government 
by  permit  of  the  command't,  to  go  to  the  Pawnee  nation  two 
hundred  leagues  west,  antl  get  the  finest  mares  to  be  had 
of  the  true  blood.     They  will  be  good  as  they  are  all  so; 
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if  tli(\v  are  luuitlsomo  tlu'v  will  please  you.  T  shall  give 
sueli  iiisti'iu'tioiis  as  \\ill  he  necessary  and  am  in  hopes  that 
you  will  ^et  tlu'iu  l)y  the  fall. 

I  eduhl  izet  live  or  six  mares  soon,  at  the  Illinois,  very 
fine,  but  1  Ihink  they  are  hurt  by  hard  usage  as  the  Inhab- 
itants are  barbarous  Horse  Masters,  but  sliall  do  it  except 
I  can  execute  m\'  other  plan.  I  thank  you  foi'  your  remem- 
brance of  my  situation  resj)ecting  lands  in  the  Fi'ontiers. 
I  learn  that  government  lias  reserved  on  the  lands  on  the 
Cumberland  for  the  Soldiers. 

If  1  should  be  deprived  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  on 
the  river  which  I  purchased  thi-ee  years  ago,  1  have  been 
at  a  considerable  expence  to  improve,  1  shall  in  a  manner 
lose  my  all. 

It  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  great  French  Lick,  on 
the  South  or  West  side  containing  three  thousand  acres.  If 
you  can  do  anything  for  me  in  saving  of  it,  I  shall  forever 
remember  it  wdth  gratitude. 

There  is  glorious  situations  and  bodies  of  land  in  this 
country  formerly  purchased.  I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able 
in  a  short  time  to  send  you  a  map  of  the  whole.  ^ly  eomp'ts 
to  your  Lady  and  familly. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  humble  Servant, 

G.  R.  Clark. 
Fort  Pt.  Henry,  :\Iarch  Dth,  1779. 

To  His  Excellency  Pat.  Henry,  Esq.,  Governoi-  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williamsburg. 

Pr  \\illiam  JMoires   |]Myers]. 


-27 
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Canadian  Akciiives,  Series  I^,  Voe.  122.  1'.  ;5()7. 
[Clark  to  Harrison]. 

Fort  Pt.  IIenrv.  St.  Viiicciil,  .M:iicli  loth.  177!). 

1)*R.  Sir — I  received  your  kind  letter  with  the  Ili;iiik>  ol' 
the  House  inclosed.  I  must  confess,  sir.  ihat  1  think  my 
country  has  done  me  nioi-e  honor  than  I  merited,  but  may 
rest  assured  tliat  my  study  shall  be  to  diserve  that  Honor 
tliey  have  already  eonfei'i''d  on  mc. 

By  my  publick  letters  you  will  be  fully  acquainted  with 
my  late  successful  expedition  ag'ainst  Lt.-Oovr.  Hamilton, 
who  has  fallen  into  my  hands  with  all  the  i)rincipal  Parti- 
zans  of  Detroit.  This  Stroke  will  nearly  put  an  end  to  the 
Indian  war.  Had  I  but  men  enough  to  take  the  advatitasie 
of  the  present  confusion  of  the  Indian  nations  I  could  si- 
lence the  whole  in  two  months.  T  h-arn  that  five  hundred 
men  is  ordered  out  to  reinforce  me.  If  they  arrive,  with 
what  I  have  in  the  country,  I  am  in  hopes  v»ill  enable  me  to 
do  some! hi nu'  clever. 

i  aiii  with  i'(>spect.  Sir,  your  very  humbh>  servant, 

0.  R.  Clark. 

Col.    Harrison,  speakei"  of  tlie  House   I).,   Williamsburg. 
Pr  William  Moires  [.Myers]. 
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Canadian  Archives,  Skries  B,  Vol.  Il'l',  \\  :]():i. 
Copy  t;ik(Mi  hy  a  pai-fy  oF  Ilurons  a1  tlic  Falls  of  llic  Ohio. 

I  HoWAIAX   TO  (idVKHNUU  IIeNKVJ. 

St.  N'lxcENT,  j\raf('li  12tli.  177i>. 

Sir  — I  take  the  opportiiiiity  to  return  my  tliaiiks  I'oi- your 
kind  romeinhrance  of  me  and  the  lionor  you  have  eonferr'd 
on  nie  in  appointing  me  to  a  :\Ia.jority.  I  hope  my  future 
conduct  will  he  such  as  to  dischacue  with  honor  the  trust 
reposed  in  me  hy  my  eounti'y.  and  satisfaction  to  you. 

I  am.  Sii'.  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  r(>'jai'd  your  most 
obed't  and  vei-y  humble  servant. 

Jos.  Bowman. 
To  His  Excellency,  I'r.  Henry,  (lov'r  Viro-inia.  AVilliams- 
bourg-. 

Pi-  express  William  ^Foiei-s  [flyers]. 
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Canadlvx  Arciii\t:s,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  302. 
William  ]\ruiREs,  Express, 

A 

Wakkaxt 
To  William  ^Ioires. 

Sr,  as  tho  Letk-rs  you  have  at  ])resent  cdiitain  matters 
of  t,n-eat  consed.ueuce  and  requires  a  (|uick  passaf4e  to  Wil- 
liamsburg, this  is  to  empower  you  to  pi-ess  for  the  service 
anythincr  you  may  stand  in  need  of.  If  you  cannot  liet  it 
by  fair  means,  you  are  to  use  force  of  arms.  I  request 
you  to  lose  no  time  as  you  prize  the  interest  of  your  Coun- 
try. 

I    wish  you   success,   &e.  G.   R.    Clark. 

Fori   ri.  Henry,  March  i:Uh.  1779. 

Endoi'sed  :  No.  1.  Copy  of  a  warrant  taken  with  the 
letters. 


Residence  of  Gen.  John  Edgar,  Kaskaskia. 
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Canadian  Archives.  Series  B.  Voe.  122.  P.  301. 

Kt'ceivc'd  by  yiv.  Coi-iicill.T  llic  Tth   Api'il. 

[Clark  to  Lernoult]. 
FoKT  P.  Henry,  St.  Vincent,  :\Iarch  IGtli,  1779. 

Sir— As  many  of  the  gentlemen  that  fell  into  my  hands 
at  this  Post  left  letters  at  their  departure  for  their  friends 
at  Detroit  I  have  enclosed  them  to  you.  hoping  that  you  will 
expedite  them  to  the  persons  directed  to.  As  a  tew  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  town,  with  a  number  of  our  own  people 
have  permits  to  go  to  Detroit  on  their  lawfull  business,  I 
hope  you  will  not  detain  such  as  should  want  to  return,  as 
you  may  be  assured  that  I  want  no  Intelligence  from  them. 

You  have  one  Mr.  Bentley,  Inhabitant  of  the  Illinois,  a 
prisoner  among  you.  I  would  fondly  exchange  one  for  him 
of  equal  rank  if  agreeable.  I  learn  by  your  letter  to  Gov. 
Ilamiltcm  that  you  were  very  busy  making  new  works.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  it  as  it  saves  the  Americans  some  expences  in 
building. 

My  comp'ts  to  the  Gentlemen  of  yr  Garrison. 

I  am  yours,  &c., 

G.  R.  Clark. 
To  Capt.  Lernoult : 

The  officers  of  Fort  Post  Henry  solicit  Capt.  Lernoult 
to  present  their  compliments  to  the  officers  of  his  Garrison. 
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FdKT  I'.  IIknry  St.  Vincent,  March  201  li,  ITTlt. 

I  P>()\VMAN  TO   LeKNOULT.] 

SiK  — 111  justice  to  my  Countryman,  Mr.  Thomas  lientley, 
wlio  has  been  detained  in  Canada  almost  two  years  a  prison- 
er, to  the  ruin  of  his  business  and  distraction  of  his  finnily. 
1  hope  you  will  therefore  consider  the  lenity  shown  to  the 
Prisonei's  that  l'(^ll  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  George  Rogers 
('];irk  at  this  Post,  who  upon  application  obtained  pcrmis- 
sion  frcm  the  Colonel  to  return  to  his  famillys  at  Detroit 
and  that  you  will  also  apply  to  the  Command 'r  in  Chief  in 
Canada,  to  obtain  the  pei'inission  for  the  said  Thos.  Bentley 
in  order  that  he  may  once  more  return  to  his  family,  which 
suti'er  much  by  his  absence. 

1  am  Sir,  yr  most  humble  servant, 

Jos.  BoWiMAN 

Major  in  Col.  Clark's  Battallion. 

On  public  service:     Capt.  R.  B.  Lernoull,  Es(i., 

Command 't  at  Detroit. 
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Canadian  Akchivks.  Skkiks  H,  Wn..  }'22.  \\  MOO. 

Four  W  IIknkv,  S;.  X'iiiccnt.  L'lsl  .Mai-cli.  1779. 
|(iiKAri/r  TO  Lkknoclt.  I 

Sir— Gratitude  obliges  nie  to  adddess  you  those  lines  to 
represent  to  you  the  case  of  one  of  my  benefaetoi's.  Thomas 
Iji'iitlcy,  Es((..  who  lias  Ix'cn  dclaincd  cilhei-  in  ("aiiada  or 
on  the  way  these  two  years  almost,  and  that  on  mere  sus- 
pieiou.  llopini:  that  in  considcn-ation  of  C'olonel  Clarke's 
humane  treatment  to  thosv'  he  took  liei'e.  wlio  we  found  in 
arms  against  us,  notwithstanding  which  the  Colonel  sent 
them  to  their  respective  homes  to  .ioin  theii'  famillys  without 
detaining  them  one  moment,  you  will  if  in  your  ]M)wei',  ])r'o- 
cure  the  said  Thos.  Bentley,  Es(|.,  libei'ty  to  return  to  his 
familly.  It  is  impossi])le  to  exiiress  the  losses  he  has  sus- 
tained hy  this  a])sence,  having  no  one  to  look  to  his  Interest. 
I  shall  not  be  tedious,  as  you  are  a  sufficient  judge  of  his 
sulferings.  I  rest  assured  that  your  generosity  and  humanity 
will  not  allow  you  to  look  over  this,  but  in  compensation  to 
Colo.  Clark's  kind  treatment  to  so  many  of  your  people,  you 
Avill  certainly  obtain  ]\lr.  Bentley's  liberty  as  soon  as  you 
possil)ly  can  and  seiid  him  to  his  distressed  Familly  and 
confused  affairs,  by  absence.  This  will  ever  be  acknowl- 
edged as  a  most  particular  favoi-  granted  to,  Sir,  your  very 
obedient  and  humble  serv't, 

John  Girciult   [GiraiiltJ. 
Lt.  in  Col.  Clark's  Batalion. 

On  piihlie  service:  Capt.  Lernoult,  Conniurt.  Detroit. 
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No.  12. 

I  From  ]\rajor  De  Peyster  to  Gcn'l.  Ilaldimancl:] 

]\IiCHiLiMAKiNAC,  29th  IMarcli,  1779. 

Sir— I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excellency 
the  29th  January,  when  I  informed  you  that  Langlade  had 
failed  in  his  attempt  to  move  the  Indians  from  their  hunt- 
ing grounds  as  they  heard  that  the  Lieut 'n.  Govr.  Hamilton 
had  got  so  much  the  start  of  them  since  which  I  received  a 
letter  from  i\Ir.  Louis  Chevalier  of  St.  Joseph's  informing 
nie  that  the  Pottawatamies  were  returned  home  to  pass  the 
winter,  that  they  brought  him  a  letter  from  the  Lieutn.  Gov- 
ernor informing  him  that  he  intended  not  to  leave  Post  Vin- 
cent till  the  spring.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had 
a  line  at  the  same  time.  However,  in  coraplyance  with 
your  Excellency's  Orders  to  give  every  assistance  in  my 
power,  I  again  ordered  the  (Jttawas  and  Chippewas  to 
march  and  send  off  Express  to  Mr.  Gautier  requiring  him 
to  move  down  with  a  body  of  sabix^s,  Foxes  &  Wesnipi)igoes, 
and  he  by  this  time  should  be  on  the  ^March,  joined  by 
some  active  Canadians. 

A  few  days  ago  arrived  an  Express  from  Captn.  Lernoult, 
which  gives  me  reason  to  imagine  that  an  attempt  will  be 
made  upon  Detroit  this  Spring.  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
most  prudent  to  send  to  stop  the  Ottawas  and  Chippawas 
least  I  should  be  left  without  either  to  assist  here  or  to  send 
to  Detroit  if  occasion  should  require  it,  and  I  am  confident 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  very  bad  consequences  if  1 
suffered  the  Indians  to  go  so  far  in  search  of  the  enemy 
when  I  hear  that  so  formidable  Body  is  advancing  towards 
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Detroit.  Bt>sides,  from  the  repeated  messaj^es  sent  to  Lieut. 
G'ovr.  TIainilton,  I  have  reason  to  sn]>pose  lie  will  return 
to  lake  up  his  government.  Should  i1  not  l)e  the  ease,  he 
will  still  have  as  many  Indians  as  he  can  manage,  (iautier 
is  to  proceed  at  all  events,  who  will  he  sufficienlly  sti-cng' 
to  harass  th(^  Rebels  should  th(\v  attemi)t  to  follow  Mi-. 
Ilamilloii  iu  his  retreat. 

The  Indians  properly  called  Grand  Rivei-  Indians  I  have 
advised  to  i;o  dii-eetly  to  Detroit,  as  it  is  but  a  short  cut 
across  the  country,  and  I  send  the  Chief  Matchiiii-ins  with 
his  band  from  Thunder  Bay,  also  to  hearten  the  Indians 
abont  Detroit,  as  the  eyes  of  uK^st  nations  are  upon  him.  lie 
will  serve  as  an  Earnest  of  further  assistance  fi'om  this 
(piarter  when  the  Indians  ari'ive  if  required. 

Thus,  Sir,  1  have  endeavoured  to  act  as  appeared  to  me 
would  be  niost  conducive  to  the  yood  oP  His  ^Majesty's  Serv- 
ice, which  I  hope  will  meet  wilh  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
[Signed]  A.  S.  De  Peyster. 

P.  S.  —  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I 
take  in  requesting  of  you  to  forward  the  enclosed  in  your 
packet  1o  New  York,  where  my  affairs  are  greatly  suffei-ing, 
and  I  fear  mv  letter  never  got  there. 
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Canadian   Ahcimves.  Skhiks  1^.  Vol.  9(),  P.  258. 

.\ia(;aka,  L'ikI   April.   177!). 

[Bolton  to  IIalhi^lwi)  with  kncloscreI. 

Sir-  1  liavc  rccciwil  an  I'.xpress  frtim  CapL  Lcriioult  by 
the  felicity  a  copy  of  his  Letter  I  beg  leave  to  lay  l)ef()re 
yoiii'  Hxecllctiey. 

I  Lkkxoilt  to  Bolton]. 

Detroit.  Mai-eli  2()th,  177!). 

Sir — I  had  just  received  copies  of  the  several  Letters 
taken  by  the  Indians  near  Fort  Lawrence  and  the  Extracts 
of  Governor  Hamilton's  and  Air.  Hay's  Letter  when  one 
Isidore  Chaina  [an  interpreter]  and  two  Hurons  ai-rived 
from  Post  Vincent  with  the  unfortunate  news  of  that  place 
having'  been  retaken  by  a  Colonel  Clarke,  the  Governor  and 
Avholc  Gari'isoii  made  prisoners,  except  himself,  who  made 
his  escape  with  difHculty.  This  most  unlucky  shake,  wdth 
the  approach  of  so  hirge  a  body  of  Virginians  advancing 
towards  St.  Duskie  lias  greatly  dam])ed  the  spirit  of  the 
Indians. 

The  Chiefs  from  St.  Duskie  [Sandusky]  are  come  in  here 
w^ith  John  Montaine  to  claim  Governor  Hamilton's  prom- 
ises to  assist  them.  They  declare  if  a  large  detachment  of 
[Troops?]  with  camion  are  not  sent  without  delay  from  be- 
low, they  must  go  out  of  the  way,  being  not  able  to  fight  the 
enemy  alone.  As  the  loss  of  this  Post  opens  a  new  Koad  for 
Ihe  Virginians  to  this  place  by  the  Mia  mis  Kiver,  I  hope  a 
sti-ong  reinforcement  will  be  sent  here  from  Niagara  by  re- 
liirn  of  tlie  Vessels,  at  least  what  th(>v  can  convev.     As  the 
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new  "Work  is  not  yet  dei'eneible,  requirinu'  many  luuuls,  the 
Canadians  excVedinjily  assuniinu'  on  onr  l)a(l  success  and 
wcakiit'ss,  not  oiio  (if  tliciii  will  lend  n  liiiiid.  Spjidcs,  sliov- 
els,  &e.,  are  luucli  wanted,  also  anuiiunition  as  per  inclosed 
return,  above  30,000  lbs.  of  flower  |tiour]  of  last  year's  al- 
lowance not  as  yet  scut  lici-e,  with  (.ihci-  species  in  piopor- 
tiou,  and  the  euorinous  ([uantity  consumed  in  the  last  uiifor 
tunate  exi)edition  has  reduced  us  greatly,  i)ray  forward  it, 
foi'  the  Itidiaus  insist  on  lia\in,L;'  pi-ovisiotis  scut  to  tlicm  oi* 
they  must  starve.  The  loss  of  (iovei'nor  Hamilton  is  a  most 
feeling-  one  to  me.  T  find  the  burden  heavy  without  assist- 
ance, it  recjuii'cs  1  must  confess  su|)erioi-  abilities  and  a  bet- 
ter constitution.      I  will  do  my  best,  however. 

I  be<i-  leave  to  I'cpeat  to  you  the  necessity  of  a  reinforce- 
ment being-  sent,  as  the  conseciuenee  may  be  fatal. 

T  send  the  Ft  Hell n  with  this  [)a(|uet.  which  with  the  An- 
gelica already  down  will  convey  ])art  of  the  Troops  of  the 
Indian  (*hiefs  [who]  waii  the  return  of  the  vessels  to  see  if 
an}'  notice  is  taken  of  their  distress,  or  prove  me  a  liar.  A 
letter  to  Ilis  Excellency's  address  I  send  you.  It  came 
some  days  before  the  unfortunate  affair  from  Pest  Vincent 
by  Lieut.  Du  Vcrnet,  v.-ho  is  reduced.  A'll  the  Canadians 
are  Rebels  to  a  man.  I  shall  wait  your  orders  with  great 
impatienc(\  and  am.  &c.,  R.  B.  Lerxoi^lt. 

Lt.  Col.  Bolton: 

As  the  service  absolutely  leiiuircs,  an  inunediate  reinforce- 
ment should  be  sent  from  Detroit;  I  have  ordered  100  men 
from  this  (iarri.son.  with  officers  in  proportion:  50  from  the 
Kings's,  and  the  same  nmnber  of  the  best  men  from  the 
Rangers,  which  I  hope  Your  Excellency  will  appi-ove  of.  At 
the  same  time  I  must  acquaint  you  that  if  I  had  double  the 
number  of  men  in  this  Gari-ison  there  is  work  enough  for 
them  all.  for  this  Fort  is  reallv  in  a   ruinoiis  state,  as  the 
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inclosed  Letters  from  Capt.  ]\Iatlie\vs,  actin"-  Engeneer,  will 
inform  you.  Therefore  hope  Lieut.  Twiss  will  be  ordered 
up  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  a  strong  reinforcement  may 
be  sent  at  the  same  time,  otherwise  the  Upper  Posts  [I  am 
afraid]  will  be  in  danger,  and  the  Indians  obliged  to  ob- 
serve at  least  a  Neutrality.  This  is  the  nineth  Letter  I  have 
wrote  since  I  received  the  honor  of  your  last  favour,  which 
was  dated  the  12th  of  November,  therefore  am  apprehensive 
your  Letters  have  been  intercepted. 

We  iiave  received  an  account  that  tlie  Rebels  have  sent  a 
strong  party  to  erect  a  Fort  at  the  Le  Breufif  near  presque 
Isle  in  my  neighborhood;  however  there  is  another  strong 
party  gone  out  to  find  them  some  other  amusement. 

.April  Stli.  The  Caldwell  is  just  arrived  with  your  Excel- 
lency's Letter  dated  the  25th  Decembre,  but  as  the  Baldi- 
mand  is  preparing  to  sail  I  have  only  time  to  inform  you 
that  I  shall  |as  far  as  my  bad  state  of  health  will  allow  me] 
do  everything  in  my  power  to  obey  your  commands.  At  the 
same  time  I  hope  Capt.  Andrews  may  have  the  management 
of  the  Naval  accounts.  He  is  very  capable  and  one  you  may 
depend  will  strictly  observe  Your  Excellency's  orders;  for 
my  part,  I  am  net  able  to  attend  to  all  the  business  of  this 
complicated  command,  having  been  near  four  months  con- 
fined to  my  room.  Colonel  Butler  will  write  by  this  (oppor- 
tunity in  regard  to  Indian  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

]\Iason  Bolton. 
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Cantucky  County,  The  Fai.i,s  of  Ohio, 

Apfil  4tli,   1779. 

|S(^uiRE  Boon  to  Col.  Campbkij/?] 

Sir— I  received  your  letter  dated  Deer.  20th,  for  which  I 
return  you  <irate  thanks,  but  in  regard  to  seling  the  Horse  I 
would  iiuich  rather  I  could  get  him  out  hear,  for  the  Indians 
has  tddk  itiy  Iloi-ses  and  they  are  very  dear  to  huy  hear,  and 
huniltly  l)(>g  you  would  send  to  the  Gentlemen  that  has  him 
to  send  him  to  me  by  AVilliam  ]\Ioires  and  you  will  nuich 
oblige  your  humble  servant.  Squire  Boon. 

Nevertheless  if  the  Gentleman  sees  cause  to  keep  him  and 
send  me  two  hundred  pounds  let  him  use  his  pleasure. 

To  Col.  Arthur  Comble  [Campbell'?] 

these 
Knd(!i'S(Ml :  Xo.  6.     A  copy  of  Squire  Boen's  letter. 
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Canadian   Akciiivks.  Skkiks  P>.   Vol.  TJ'2,   I'.  -VM. 
[By  JjIeut.  Gov.  Hamilton. J 

Acct.  1)i'()u^hl  in  from  Tost  St.  Vincents  by  Capt.  Chene: 
Mr.  Francois  ^Faisonvillc,  liaving'  ))een  sent  after  two  de- 
serters fell  in  with  four  people  from  >\)rt  I'itt,  who  were 
^ointi'  to  Kaskaskas,  two  of  whom  he  took  with  a  Pae<|uet  of 
letters,  and  on  liis  return  to  the  Post  about  six  miles  distant, 
he  saw  the  remains  of  fifteen  fires.  On  his  arrival  he  in- 
formed Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton  of  it  who  demanded  of  the 
Prisoners  if  they  could  give  him  any  further  information. 
They  answered  not,  and  the  Gov(M'nor  immediately  conclud- 
ed they  were  some  of  Capt.  Helm's  men,  who  were  coming 
to  join  him  at  the  Post,  not  knowino;  any  King's  Troops 
were  there.  The  Govern(n'  then  ordered  Capt.  La  Motte 
v/lth  20  of  his  company  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  and 
they  were  sent  off  a  little  time  afterwards  with  j\Ir.  Frans. 
Maisonville  as  a  guide. 

Two  hours  after  their  departure  the  Rebels  entei'ed  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  Village  with  a  drum  beating  and  a  White 
Colour  fiying,  and  proceeded  innnediately  to  the  Houses  of 
Major  Legras  and  Capt.  Bosson.  They  tlien  nuirehed  up 
to  the  Foi't  Avhich  they  immediately  invested.  Capt.  Chene, 
who  lived  in  the  Village,  not  being  able  to  get  into  the  For;, 
made  his  escape  to  the  Wood,  together  with  Egnseway, 
Chamintawa,  Chiefs  of  the  Ottawas,  and  the  Sastaritsi, 
King  of  the  llurons,  from  the  wood,  which  he  sui)poses  dis- 
tant frniii  ihe  l^\)i1  a  mih'  and  a-  half.  He  heard  a  smart  fir- 
ing all  night,  and  now  and  then  a  great  gun  from  the  Fort. 
About  11  at  night  he  with  Sastaritsi  and  Egnsway  attempt- 
ed to  enter  the  Village,  but  not  linding  it  practicable  they 
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returned  again  to  llic  wood,  and  in  the  morning  were  joined 
by  the  Petit  Gres.  ■.-h'wi'  of  tlu^  INIianiis,  and  three  of  his  peo- 
ple. About  8  or  !)  o'chx-k  in  Ihc  morning  the  tiring  ceased 
on  both  sides,  and  ('apt.  (Miciic,  a  little  time  afterwards, 
met  Avith  a  frenclimaii  who  told  him  (Jovr.  Hamilton  de- 
sired to  (Capitulate,  the  purpoi't  of  which  was  to  march  ouL 
with  \\\o  honours  cif  \V;ir  and  I'eturn  to  Detroit.  This  Col. 
Clarke  j  he  said]  would  by  no  me.ins  agree  to,  i-cturning  for 
answer  that  he  would  not  again  leave  it  in  his  power  to 
spirit  up  the  Indian  nation  and  scalp  the  women  and  ehild- 
dren.  Egnseway,  who  liad  been  about  the  Fort,  returned 
wnih  the  same  acet.  as  liic  frenchman.  The  fii-ing  began 
again  on  both  sides  about  12  o'clock,  and  about  8  in  the  af- 
ternoon Capt.  Chene  met  with  the  ^Messrs.  Bolons,  who  had 
just  come  from  the  Village  with  their  families,  and  con- 
firmed what  he  had  before  heard  concerning  the  Capitula- 
tion, telling  him  at  the  same  time  that  Capt.  La^Motte  had 
got  into  the  Fort  that  morning  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  who 
was  made  Prisoner.  Capt.  Chene  with  the  Indians,  retired 
a  little  further  into  the  wood,  and  towards  sundown  Egn- 
seway once  more  set  oft'  for  the  Fort  in  order  to  get  further 
information,  he  returned  with  an  account  he  had  got  from 
an  Indian  and  a  Frenchman,  that  seven  of  his  nation  was 
killed.  The  firing  continued  all  night,  and  again  ceased 
about  7  or  8  the  next  morning.  About  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  iMonsr.  Chene  and  the  Indians  heard  9  Cannon 
shot,  and  a  Pioria  came  to  them  some  time  afterwards  and 
told  them  the  Fort  was  taken.  This  was  confirmed  by  a 
Frencluiian  and  a  IMiamis  Chief  and  Egnseway,  who  h.ad 
been  on  the  decouverte,  ai-rived  some  time  afterwards  with 
8  Poutawatamis,  the  latter  of  A\hom  saw  the  Virginians 
drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  Fort  Gat(\  to  the  numbci-.  he 
thinks,  of  fiO,  that  after  a  talk  of  some  time  the  (iate  was 
ojiened.  that  they  all  wi>nt  in,  and  a  little  time  aftci'wai'd  h<^ 
heard  i'  ureat  guns  tii'c     I'his  account  was  conliriiicd  t)\-  a 
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niiinbcr  of  Iiulians  and  French  people  to  Egnseway,  who 
likewise  told  him  that  only  five  of  his  people  were  killed. 
'i'licN-  further  said  that  six  soldiers  were  killed  in  the  Fort 
and  i);irtieulafize(l  the  ^Master  (iunner. 

Capt.  Chene,  wlio  narrowly  escaped  being'  taken,  the  Vir- 
ginians passing'  within  15  yards  of  him,  says  their  number 
could  not  have  exceeded  60. 

The  Indians  who  were  killed  had  just  returned  from  Wai-, 
had  made  two  Prisoners  at  the  Fort  upon  the  Falls  on  the 
Ohio,  and  not  knowing  the  enemy  were  in  the  village,  were 
tliei-e  snrpriz'd  and  killed,  lie  further  adds  that  30  of  the 
enemy  were  Creols  of  the  different  villages  on  the  English 
and  Spanish  sides  of  the  Illinois. 

The  master  of  the  Fdiciltj  spoke  with  the  WcUcomc  re- 
turning from  the  Miamis  River  with  goods  on  board  in- 
tended for  Post  St.  Vincent.  They  report  that  the  Enemy 
amounted  to  500  men,  with  60  Rifflemen,  Virginians. 

Endorsed:  Acet.  brought  in  from  Post  St.  Vincents  by 
Capt.  Chene. 

Reed  17th  April,  1779. 

Copy  ef  this  taken  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
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Caxadian  Akciiives,  Skries  B,  Vol..  122,  P.  336. 

I  I)IKM)  TO   liKKXdlLT.  | 

Sandi-sky,  M;irch  13.  177!). 
Dear  Sir  — Tlui  the  sitiuition  I  ;iin  in  deprives  me  of 
powcn-  to  detain  the  Vessel,  yet  it  appearing  necessary  for 
your  information  and  the  good  of  the  service  that  I  shonld 
do  it  ill  the  present  ease.  1  have  taken  upon  me  that  au- 
thority at  Oruntundis  [the  name  by  which  the  Ilurons 
called  Sandusky]  and  the  Chiefs  requests  who  are  re- 
turn'd  from  W'arr  and  by  the  mess-age  sent  [l)y  one  of 
their  Chiefs!  to  me.  then-  seem  to  have  something  of  im- 
portance to  (•(uiimunicate  or  resolve  upon.  They  promise 
positively  to  be  here  on  the  11th.  Capt.  Graham  has  been 
so  anxious  to  return,  ever  since  the  first  day  of  his  arrival 
that  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  have  prevail'd  with 
him  \i^  remain.  13  .Matvli.  The  Chiefs  arriv'd  yesterday; 
have  considerably  reinforced  the  P^rt  at  Tuscarawas.  The 
savages  are  xi^vy  uneasy.  M-ouid  fain  Council.  I  refus'd 
anything  to  do  with  the  affair  and  beg'd  they  would  send 
their  determinations  to  you.  which  they  conclude  to  do. 
Knives,  flints,  fuzees.  and  tomahawks  are  wanting. 

H.  Bird. 
To  Captain   Lernoult.   C(;mmand't   of   Detroit.   Etc. 

Endorsed:  Extract  of  Letters  from  St.  Duski  j  San- 
dusky] from  Lieut.  Bird  to  Capt.  Lernoult.  Kect  17th 
April.  1779,  for  Col.  Bolton. 
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Canadian  Arcjjive.s,  Seuies  H,  Vol..  181,  P.  1(J7. 

I'uKT  St.   ViNCENNEfe,   18th   Api'il    177!>. 

Dear  Friend— You  will  excuse  uie  for  being  .so  long 
silent,  but  you  must  consider  how  I  have  been  tossed  about 
since  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  last,  that  together 
with  the  distance  and  uncertainty  of  any  Letter  getting 
safe,  made  me  let  it  drop,  you  must  know  that  Colo.  Clark 
has  taken  this  place  the  24th  Febr'y  last  and  relieved  me, 
who  was  then  Prisoner  in  the  Fort  and  was  pleased  to  con- 
fer on  me  some  little  emplojnnent  in  the  Indian  Department. 
Its  therefore  my  Duty  to  inform  you.  that  there  has  ])een 
some  misunderstanding  between  some  of  our  people  and 
the  Delawares  in  which  three  of  them  was  killed  and  two 
wounded.  This  happened  in  the  Colonel's  absence  from 
Kaskaskias.  Would  be  very  glad  you  would  use  your  en- 
deavours to  reconcile  matters  as  far  as  in  your  power  lies; 
tlu^  particidars  you  will  see  at  large  in  a  Letter  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  at  Tuscarawas. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  after  being  relieved,  to  be  sent  on  an 
expedition  up  the  Wabasli  to  meet  a  certain  numljer  of 
Boats,  that  were  coming  to  the  place  with  stores  and  Mer- 
chandize [which  I  took  together  with  the  Chief  Judge  of  De- 
troit who  was  sent  with  Gov.  Hamilton  and  the  rest  of 
his  officers  to  Williauisburgb].  the  which  I  hope  to  be 
of  infinite  benefit  to  >()iir  Exi)edition  against  Deti-cit.  as 
all  the   Lirlians  on  the   Wabash  are  our  Friends. 

i  am.  l)"r  Sir,  vour  most  obedt  II.  S. 
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[IlKNin'  TO  (ill'.SOX.] 

D'r  Sir  — 1  miisl  ciilffal  voii  lo  Id  me  know  soine- 
thing-  coiK-iM'iiing-  my  I'.-iniily,  whcHu'r  my  motlici'  is  yet 
living-  or  not,  as  also  my  fiMciids  and  old  ac(|u;iintances; 
and  any  other  news  tli;i1  may  occur  oi-  that  has  happened 
sine.;'  my  de])arture.  K'ol)iii  (Icorgo  has  arrived  at  Kas- 
kaskias  from  Orleans  with  40  men  of  ('apt.  Wiilinu'  ('()m|)'y. 
Mi?u"  and  my  AVife's  complnrts  to  you  and  all  Kriciids,  &c, 
(kc.  1  am,  fc^ir,  your  most  obed'l  humble  servant, 

Moses  Henry. 
To  Colo.  John  Gibson. 

Copies  of  Rebel  Letters  reed  the  10th  July,  '79. 
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Canadl\n  Arciii\t:s,  Series  B,  Vol.  122,  P.  342. 

[Clark  to  Naxai.oibl] 

1  Tra  iisl(tli(Jii.\ 

To  Xaiialoibi,  Pdut.  Chief,  2Uth  Ai)ril,  1779. 

r  liave  always  lieaid  it  said  that  Indians  have  no  ears.  I 
think  tliat  it  will  he  to  the  purpose  that  I  slioiild  make  a 
sally  upon  tiieni  to  give  them  some.  However,  I 
dare  not  eomplain  again  of  you  nor  of  your  youtii  he- 
cause  of  wliat  lias  been  told  me,  that  you  did  not  M'ish 
to  go  to  -war  with  the  Big  Kjiives.  It  is  this  which  decided 
me  today  to  extend  to  you  my  hand  and  to  say  to  you  as 
youi'  fath(M\  to  remain  ((uiet  on  your  mat  as  you  have  done 
up  to  the  present,  and  to  advise  all  Indians  who  are  your 
friends  to  be  no  longer  foolish  and  to  charge  themselves 
to  ma  i  lit  a  ill  Hicii'  women  and  children  rather  than  to  med- 
dle with   war. 

I'ell  them  on  my  behalf  that  I  am  also  a  good  father 
as  well  as  a  good  warrior,  and  that  if  they  push  my  patience 
to  the  limit  they  will  know.  If  thei'e  are  any  who  still  wish 
to  be  fools  I  bid  them  be  cautious  of  solid  arms  because 
they  would  be  uiihapi)y  if  they  missed. 

I  liaxc  somr  soldiers  who  have  no  fear  but  who  are  also- 
foolish  and  I  might  not  perhaps  be  able  to  stop  them  my- 
self, for  they  are  only  seeking  war  and  ask  only  to  fight. 
Thus  I  repeat  one<>  more  for  the  Indians  to  remain  (juict. 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  fighting  nor  to  fight  myselT 
against  you.  If  they  have  l)unged  ears  let  th(>m  have  them 
pierced. 

Ha.ve  th(Mii  told,  oi-  tell  them  yourself,  that  for  a  hug 
time  I  have  advi.sed  them  and  that  I  am  beginning  to  get 
tired  of  all   Indians  and  I  only  write  to  you  to  Mecli- 
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hlf/K     liccnilsc    I    l)('lic\c   ;i    [);|fly   cf  otlicfs    iii\-    cilcillics,    \\iir» 

will  know  luc  on  tlic  lii-sl  folly  they  connnil.  Do  not  listen 
to  wieked  birds  lliat  conic  iiilo  yoni'  villniic  to  take  yonr 
\dniiL;  men.  Look  on  the  p'rcncli  always  as  yoni-  allies 
who  does  tlieni  harm.  Let  me  know  if  anyone  goes  to  your 
village  to  raise  young  men  foi-  the  English.  I  order  you, 
if  you  wish  to  he  my  I'liciid,  to  take  all  means  that  may 
bring  them  t(t  me  oi-  di\i(le  them  e(|uall\-  in  \-our  \illage. 

Those  who  invite  you  to  \\ai-  arc  \-our  worst  enemies,  so 
believe  me  and  be  peasable.  Yon  do  not  wish  to  make 
your   families   unwoi'lhy   of   i)i1y. 

This  is  my  la>t  advice. 

Lt.  Clark. 

Endorsed  :  From  Major  tie  J'eyster  received  the  1st  July, 
1779.  i\el)el  Col.  Clark's  speech  to  the  Poutawatamies 
Indians. 
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Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  96,  P.  29. 
No.  r.]. 

\Frum  Major  dc  Fcyster  to  Genr'l  Ilaldhnand.] 

MicriiLiMAKiNAc.  2d  ]\lay,  1779. 

giR_j  ;,iii  sori'v  to  accaiaiiit  your  Excelleucy  that  on  the 
24th  of  A|)ril  I  i-eceived  a  letter  from  Captain  Lernoult 
dated  the  21st  of  March  informing  me  that  Lt.-Govr.  Ham- 
ilton and  his  whole  party  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Virginians. 

Since  the  an-i>al  of  this  trading  Batteau  I  have  waited 
with  the  greatest  anxiety  for  fui'ther  intelligence,  but  find- 
ing none  arrive  with  a  series  of  fine  winds,  I  have  come 
to  the  resolntion  to  send  to  enquire  what  is  going  on  at 
Detroit.  I  flatter  myself  that  there  are  ordei's  for  me  to 
go  and  take  the  Cemmand  there,  for  which  purpose  I  hold 
myself  ready  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  season  here  has  been  very  open,  so  that  we  had 
reason  to  expect  arrivals  from  the  Grand  River  in  the 
Lake  ^lichigan  some  time  past,  but  as  yet  can  neither  hear 
of  trader  or  Indian  being  a1   hand. 

Some  squaws  who  went  at  about  forty  miles  fi'om  hence 
to  \isit  their  friends,  retui'iied  with  the  news  that  the  Vir- 
ginians were  buoldiiig  boats  near  ^lihvakee  and  that  they 
had  sent  belts  which  were  accepted  by  the  Ottaw^as  and 
Chippawas,  reciupsting  of  them  to  remain  at  the  Grand 
River  till  they,  the  Virginians,  had  taken  this  Fort  and 
delivered  il  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  old  Friends,  the 
French,  and  that  Siugcnalce,  the  disaft'ected  Milwakee 
Chief,  was  to  lead  the  first  division.     Yesterday  arrived  a 
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man  from  the  same  place  ^vll(l  r(>]at(>s  1hat  he  was  in- 
formed from  tlie  Chief  (licec  w  lio  wiiitrrccl  at  the  Grand 
Ti-averse  aboul  I'di'Iv  !c;il;ii('s  rfoiii  lliis,  did  not  liclicvc  it, 
and  sent  the  Person  who  hi-oiiuhi  it  l)ack  to  tlie  (irand  l\iver 
to  get  further  infoi-niation.  lie  further  said  that  he  under- 
stood lliat  Ihe  \'ii-^iiiiaus  were  at  Chiea^'ow. 

T  liave  dispatched  people  to  make  all  possible  eiKpiiry 
]-ela1ive  to  this  news.  Should  they  come  that  way,  I  think 
theiT  is  hopes  of  their  I'epenting  tlicii'  voyage,  as  I  cannot 
be  pei'suaded  the  Indians  have  so  soon  forgot  their  promise, 
but  on  the  other  hand  if  Detroit  falls,  it  must  ho  expected 
that  their  fi'iendship  will  fall  with   i1. 

The  provisions  at  this  Post  turn  out  very  bad,  gi'cat 
quantities  of  the  Pork  appearing  evidently  to  have  been 
condemned  before  sent  u))  here,  the  pieces  being  nnich  cut 
and  scarcely  packed  over  and  that  with  dry  salt.  What 
Pork  Ave  serve  as  good  is  freiiuently  so  rusty  that  tlu^  sol- 
dier scarcely  gets  half  his  allowaiu'e. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[Signed]  A.  S.  Ue  Pfaster. 

P.  S.  — I  have  taken  the  li])erty  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
the  last  Condemnation  for  the  month  of  April. 


434  ILLINOIS  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


Canadian  Akciiives.  Skkies  B,  Vol.  122.  P.  345. 

I  MoXFOKTOX    TO    LkHXOULT.] 

[Translation.] 

To  ^Ir.  Belanjier  Larnoult. 

("(.iniiiaiidant  at  Detroit. 

Huron   Villagk,  7tli  ]May   1779. 

Sir  — I  had  tlie  honor  of  informing-  you  some  time  ago 
that  T  have  at  my  house  a  Virginian  prisoner  for  18 
months,  with  the  Ilurons  and  adopted  by  them.  I  learned 
from  him  that  an  officer  of  Congress  has  sent  a  letter  to 
the  men  of  this  village,  that  he  had  read  it  and  that  being 
unable  to  bring  it  to  me  he  comes  to  tell  me  the  contents 
nearly  in  these  terms.  "Sit  down  and  read  with  attention 
the  speech  of  your  ancient  father,  the  King  of  France,  with 
whom  the  Americans  are  allies. 

"The  King  of  England  is  bound  at  present,  and  is  sorry 
for  what  he  has  done.  It  is  on  his  part  he  speaks  to  you 
this  pai'ok%  and  I  invite  you  to  come  to  see  me  with  three 
or  four  of  your  Chiefs  and  the  Indians,  your  neighbors. 
Say  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  that  they  enjoy  nnich 
more  advantages  than  they  do  with  the  French." 

A  man  luuiu'd  Douillanter,  a  chief  of  the  Hurons,  re- 
])lic(l  to  this  letter  that  he  had  the  Virginian  write,  saying 
lie  had  been  at  M'ar,  forced  there  in  t]i(>  time  of  the  reign 
of  his  father,  the  King  of  France,  when  lie  was  required  to 
fight,  he  did  what  he  believed  was  his  duty,  and  would  do 
the  same  under  the  King  of  England,  but  that  not  know- 
ing the  consef(Utnces,  would  at  present  ask  Governor  Hamil- 
ton.    The  fear  of  the  other  nations  hiiidei'inl  him  making 
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wat".  Tie  luul  accepted  1lie  cdskcl  [casse-tette]  that  he  laid 
down  now.  The  Indians  hehl  council  foi-  four  days,  wheii 
they  assembled  to  make  pence  ]11ie  N'ii'uiiiian  sjiid  |  with 
the  Aiuei'ienns.  and  to  speak  at  once,  to  stoi)  as  miidi  a> 
possible  all  theii'  sa\au'es  and  those  of  other  nations:  they 
departed  yestei-day.  The  N'iruinian  said  he  thouuht  they 
had  some  dealinus  willi  one  Montour  who  eai'i-ied  threi' 
Collars. 

Ill'  told  me  .Montour  was  a  man  well  insti-ueted  and 
speakin^i'  good  Eniilish,  that  he  arrived  soon  at'lei'  little 
Ooncarcpiin.  who  had  been  inti'oduced  into  the  fort  and  had 
a  Ioiil;-  interview  with  tlie  ("ommandant  and  that  since  his 
arri\al  tl'.e  savau'es  were  always  in  e(  uncil,  with  the  result 
that  they  woidd  send  him  auain  with  lliree  collars  to  con- 
elude  the  jiea.c^'.  That  he  was  not  suie  he  wouhl  go,  but 
that  had  he  any  ui'ws  to  send  he  would  go  there.  Do  not 
hopi'  that  the  savages  will  let  him  go  willingly.  I  asked 
him  what  that  old  tent  ment  which  I  had  seen  on  the 
Point  of  the  Ilurons.  lie  replied  that  it  is  a  party  of 
Hauteux  wh(^  were  going  to  war,  but  whom  the  Ilurons 
persuaded  to  retuini  home  where  they  sent  some  Collars  of 
Peace.  They  were  to  continue  the  road  assuring  the  Ilur- 
ons of  their  return. 

Devotion.  Sir,  by  duty  and  nicliuation,  towards  the  serv- 
ice of  the  King.  I  will  neglect  nothing  that  I  believe  to 
have  any  to  report,  and  if  that  information  is  not  of  great 
eonseiiuence.  you  will  receive  it  as  a  proof  of  my  disposition 
to  manifest  my  /eal  should  a  bettiu'  occasion  present  itself. 

1  have  the  hnnoi'  to  be  with  profound  respect  your  very 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

GULLE  IMONPORTON. 

1  have  just  learned  that  a  Ilui'on  has  arrived  from 
Sandusky,  where  he  reports  that  the  Wolfs  |  Lou])s]  have 
divided  betwecMi  the  King  and  the  i-ebels  and  are  fighting, 
and  foui'  aie  killed. 
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fp^'rom  Major  De  Peyster. 
To  Gen'l  ITaldimand.] 

MiciiiLiMAKiNAC,  13  ^li\y.  1779. 

Sir-  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  yoiiv  Excellency 
on  the  2d  instant,  a  copy  of  which  letter  I  now  enclose. 

The  Chippawas  of  the  Island  of  ]\Iichilimakinac  arrived 
here  the  8th  from  the  Grand  River  and  reports  that  the 
Ottawas  and  Cirand  River  Traders  are  on  their  way.  They 
declare  that  the  news  of  the  Virginians  building  boats  on 
the  Lake  IMitchig  was  the  invention  of  some  evil  minded 
Indians,  at  that  neither  themselves  nor  the  Ottawas  would 
listen  to  the  Rebels' Belt. 

.Mr.  LaTigdale  [Langlade]  arrived  last  night  and  informed 
me  that  on  his  arrival  at  Labaye  he  received  an  order  from 
Ijt.  Govr.  Hamilton  acquainting  him  that  he  had  wintered 
at  Post  Vincent,  therefore  required  of  him  and  Gautier  to 
join  him  early  in  the  spring  by  the  Illinois  River.  That 
he  accordingly  set  out  with  some  Indians  and  reached 
i\Iilwakee  where  he  received  accounts  of  Mr.  Hamilton's 
being  taken,  when  the  Indians  disheartened,  would  proceed 
no  further.  The  enclosed  letter  from  Gautier  will  give 
your  Excellency  an  account  of  his  expedition.  ^Ir.  Lang- 
dale  assures  me  that  a  Canadian  named  Renclo.  at  the 
head  of  twenty  horsemen,  is  travelling  tliro"  the  Iowa  and 
Sakis  country  to  purchase  horses  from  [for]  ^Nlr.  Clarke, 
telling  the  Indians  that  they  will  be  with  three  hundred  men 
at  Labaye  soon.  But  Mr.  Langdale  rather  believes  that  they 
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moan  td  transport  tlicmsclvos  to  I)(>troit.  'Vho  Indians  were 
so  iinicli  (li\i(lc(l  thai  i1  was  not  ixissihlc  to  take  Kendo 
and    his   ]>arty. 

lie  was  iid'orni('(|  by  a  man  wlio  came  I'l'oni  the  Illinois, 
that  the  N'iruiniaiis  then  did  not  cxcctMl  sixty  men;  that 
they  were  mostly  in  bed,  Ihe  hist  h'ail  with  tlie  maladie  du 
pays  hnt    were  talking  of  a   u,'reat  reini'orcemeid. 

The  Canadians  who  want  to  I'etni'ii  to  this  Post  have 
leave,  on  tal<iim'  the  oati;s  not  to  sei-w  aiiainst  the  [Jiiited 
States.  (']arl<e  as>nres  them  Hiat  he  will  be  here  nearly  as 
soon  as  themselves.     None  ai'e  N'd  arrivetl. 

I  don't  care  how  soon  .Mr.  ('lai'l.e  appears,  provided  he 
come  by  Lake  ^liehiuan.  and  tlic  Indians  prove  staunch, 
and,  above  all.  tliat  the  Canadians  do  not  follow  the  example 
of  their  brethren  at  the  Illinois,  who  have  joined  the  Rebels 
to  a  man.  I  am,  however,  in  ho])e>  that  their  connection 
at  .AFoidi'ial   will   b(>  a  check  npon   iliem. 

If  I  had  armed  vessels  I  conid  mal\e  tliem  constantly 
coast  Lake  ^Michigan  to  awe  the  Indians  and  ])revent  the 
Rebels  bnildinj.;'  Boats.  There  is  a  small  sloop  here  as  already 
reported,  bnt  no  sailors,  nor  will  my  present  garrison  admit 
of  any  detaclnnent.  it  not  being  by  the  one  half  snfficient  to 
do  the  neeessaiy  dnty  here.  I  shall  aUow  th(^  Traders  to 
oome  to  this  post,  but  if  things  do  not  greatly  alter,  I  w-ili 
not  allow  one  to  go  the  Labaye  road. 

The  Sakis  and  Reinards  seems  to  be  easy  about  the 
matter  as  appears  by  Gautier's  letter,  but  they  will  soon 
open  tlieir  eyes,  if  it  is  possible  etfectnally  to  restrain  that 
trade.  On  that  head,  as  well  as  how  T  am  1o  act  in  case 
Detroit  is  taken,  is  what  I  hope  I  will  i-eceive  your  full 
instructions  about,  by  a  light  canoe.  If  Detroit  should  be 
taken  it  is  evident  w'e  have  but  a  dismal  prospect.  How- 
ever, what  can  be  expected  from  the  subdivisions  shall  be 
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done.  T  lliiiik  T  may  with  [H'opi-icty  call  my  liand  I'lill  by 
that  name,  wlu'ii  a  pai't  ai'c  cm  ployed  at  llic  ( 'aiiiioii.  Iia\iii^- 
nine   Pieces  of  Oi'diianct^  and   (nily  Iwo   Ai't  illcrymcti. 

1  lia\('  sciil  to  Saginaw  to  endeavor  to  secni'e  six  hundi'td 
bnshels  oT  eoiMi  for  the  Indians,  willioiil  wliicli  oiif  flour  will 
rnn  shoii  hy  the  fall  of  tlie  yeai-. 

1  have  the  honoi'  to  he,  &c., 

I  Signed  I  A.  S.  De  Peyster. 

P.  S.  —  <iive  me  leave  to  assufe  youi'  Excellency  that  iioth- 
ino-  can  he  expected  from  the  Indians  without  1roo])s  io 
head  them. 
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Canadian    Aiumuvks,   Series  B,  Vol.   9(),   1*.  i)2. 

No.  10. 

Quebec,  20tli  :\r;iy,  177!). 

I  Hai.dimani)  to   1)k   I'kvstkk.] 

Sir— 111  my  letter  of  this  inoniinii'  I  iiifoniKMl  you  of 
the  principal  object  that  J  had  in  view  in  resiulatin<i'  the 
iiierchaii(li/e  for  the  upper  posts,  notwithstanding'  this  be 
delivered  1o  you  l\v  .Mr.  (".  Paterson  whom  I  have  per- 
mitted lo  iio  express  to  your  Post  or  neighborhood,  would 
assist  iioveriiinent  in  securing  the  Indians  and  at  the  sau'e 
time  run  no  risk  of  falling'  into  the  liaiids  of  the  enemy. 
Vol  I  will  immediately  write  me  the  particulars  by  express. 
1  wish  just  to  mention  to  you  that  Governor  Hamilton,  a 
few  days  Itcfore  he  was  taken,  sent  about  300  corvee  men 
for  some  provisions  and  presents,  which  he  had  left  at 
INIiamis  and  which  consequently  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  and  would  be  very  usefull  to  them  in  any  expedi- 
tion they  may  form  l)y  the  River  Chichagow  against  your 
Posts. 

Tn  one  of  your  former  letters  you  reported  some  mer- 
chants having  passed  jMichilimakinac  contrary  to  your  or- 
ders, with  goods  wliich  they  probably  arrived  to  the  Rebels. 
I  beg  you  will  inform  me  of  their  names,  by  whom  em- 
ployinl  or  with  whom  connected;  also  the  time  this  ha])- 
pened,  that  I  may  us(>  my  endeavours  to  punish  all  who 
are  concerned  in  such  villainous  practices,  and  should  any- 
thing of  the  sort  happen  in  future,  I  beg  to  have  the  earliest 
and   thr   most    minute   iiifoniiation   concerning  it. 

As  it  is  ])ossihle  my  letter  of  the  Gth  inst.  may  not  yet 
have  rea<'hed  you.  1  repeat  here,  that  if  any  merchant  what- 
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ever  arrives  at  or  near  your  ])ost  with  any  kind  of  goods 
without  niy  particidar  j)assj)ort.  that  you  immediately  seize 
all  sucii  uoods  and  eitlii'i-  detain  lliciii  at  .Micliiliinackinac 
or  send  them  to  Detroit,  as  you  may  judge  best  for  1 1  is 
Majesty's  Service. 

I  have  had  repeated  application  from  Lt.-Col.  CamplM'll, 
Sui)erintendent  of  Indian  aifairs,  to  grant  a  Passjxji't  for 
the  Sieur  Calvert  [Calvet]  to  carry  merchaiulize  into  your 
neighborhood,  "which  I  could  not  comply  with  consistantly 
with  the  Impartiallity  I  am  determined  always  to  ol)serve  re- 
specting Traders.  Xeverthelcss  if  you  find  the  Sieur  Cal- 
vert to  be  the  steady  friend  to  government,  with  the  influ- 
ence Lt.-Col.  Campbell  reports  him  to  have  amongst  tlie 
savages,  I  slunild  be  glad  you  found  out  some  line  to  em- 
ploy him  in,  that  might  reward  his  Fidelity. 

Xotwith-standing  I  have  granted  no  pass  for  Michili- 
mackinac,  I  have  enclosed  for  your  information  Copy  of 
my  answer  to  the  merchants  trading  lo  the  northwest  o.t 
the  Upper  Country. 

F.  H. 


LETTERS  FROM  CANADIAN  ARCHIVES      441 


Quclx'c,  M:\y  'J! nil.  177!l. 
No.  11. 

I  IlAi.ni.MAXi)  TO   I)k   Tkystkr.  I 

!SlR — Il;i\iiii;  no  (icciisidii  to  doulit  liiit  my  several  let- 
ters of  April  8lli  and  IStli.  also  of  May  (ith  will  be  wiili 
you  before  you  I'eeeive  this,  1  have  only  now  to  inform 
you  that  no  sliips  are  yet  arrived  from  Kn<ilaiul  and  that 
the  various  accounts  I  liave  I'ceeived  from  (liCferent  parts 
respecting;'  llie  .Magazines  and  Provisions  which  the  rebels 
are  forming  in  the  upper  Counti-y  together  wiili  the  numy 
artfuU  and  designing  letters,  which  they  have  found  means 
to  distribute  in  several  of  the  Indian  Villages,  calls  upon 
you  to  use  every  exertion  to  preserve  the  Savages  in  our 
Interest,  and  et^'ectually  secure  the  post  of  ]\lichilimakinac 
from  any  insult  which  the  Rebels  nuiy  meditate  against  it. 
In  this  situation  of  affairs  I  have  thought  proper  to  pro- 
lii])it  all  ^Merchants  from  carrying  their  goods  to  your  parts, 
allowing  them  only  to  take  such  Provisions  and  Cloaths  as 
may  be  sut^cient  to  support  their  servants  during  the  year, 
and  to  prevent  the  trade  from  being  lost  to  the  Province. 

I  shall  contiinie  to  pay  evei'y  attention  in  my  power 
to  the  support  of  the  upper  posts  and  whenever  Indian 
presents  arrive  they  shall  l)e  foi'warded  without  delay,  and 
an  apartment  of  which  is  now  on  their  way  to  ]\Iichilimak 
inac,  aiid  I  hope  Avill  arrive  within  a  few  days  of  this  let- 
ter. In  the  meantime  I  am  pushing  forward  pi'ovisions 
and  Kuni  -with  all  possible  dispatch  hy  the  way  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  when  I  inform  yon  that  1  would  reinforce 
most  of  the  upper  Posts,  if  I  imagined  I  could  send 
provisions  I'or  theii"  suppm-t.  I  am  sure  you  will  conceive 
the   anxietv   I   nu-st    feed    1o   have   tliat   article   disti'ibuted 
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with  justice  and  Economy,  and  how  iiiiich  pleasure  it  would 
afford  me  1o  heai-  tluit  the  industry  oi'  the  Ti'cops  made 
llic  naliii'al  produce  and  rosourccs  of  the  phice  and  situa- 
tion where  they  are,  heli)  to  maintain  them  and  to  reserve 
the  other  provisions  for  cases  of  emergency.  P.  II. 

Copies  of  Letters  from  His  Excellency,  Frederick  Ham- 
ilton  I  Ilahliiiinnd  1    to  Maioi-  De  Pevster. 
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Canadian  Archives,  Skkies  i>,  \'oi..  1--,  1*.  MS. 
[Chevallter  to  Lernoult.J 

[  Tra iishil Kill  I 

Copy  of  yir.  Chovallior's  lettiM-  fivnii  St.  Joseph,  received 
the  5th  of  June : 

St.  Joseph,  tlic  HiMh  Mi\y,  177!). 

Sir  —  I  liave  few  opportunitic^s  of  receiving  letters  from 
yon  and  still  fcwei-  for  sending  you  my  very  humble  thanks. 
The  son  of  (ii'aiid  Louis  furnishes  me  Avith  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so  today. 

I  am  deliglitcd  1o  assure  you  of  my  gratitude  to  the  hon- 
ourable person  to  whom  Calumny  has  not  made  me  ccmi- 
trary. 

The  chief  -who  takes  this  letter  is  a  deputy  of  the  first 
village  whicli  was  gained  over  [that  is  to  say]  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  chief,  but  of  the  village,  by  the  bad  people  of 
their  seeming  indecision  on  the  part  they  should  take.  The 
miracles  that  the  rebels  have  performed  by  letter  put  in 
the  balance  against  my  advice  and  solicitations  cannot  weigh 
in  the  face  of  the  rumors  spread  of  the  taking  of  your  Fort 
and  those  of  all  Canada,  which  some  hidden  enemies  have 
circulated,  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts  to  prove  the 
contrary.  In  fact  the  news  that  1,500  Americans  are 
ready  to  come  to  Illinois,  which  is  discus.sed  in  this  village 
puts  me  outside  of  the  chance  to  assure  them  of  their  duty. 
You  alone.  Sir,  are  able  to  reanimate  their  eourag(>,  which 
neither  infidelity  nor  Perfidy,  l)ut  fear,  has  dejected  the  In- 
dians. You  can  more  easily  than  I  inform  them  with  satis- 
faction that  yonr  Post  lias  been  reinforced  by  300  men  of 
—29 
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the  troops  [indirect  news]  but  which  will  revive  thciii.  1 
beg  you,  Sir,  at  once  to  help  me  with  your  advice,  and  lut  nie 
know  the  means  of  maintaining  them  in  the  interests  of  the 
Prince.  Let  me  know,  I  beg  of  you,  the  designs  hy  which 
you  iiopc  to  overcome  the  projects  of  the  Rebels.  I  am 
niucli  interested  in  tlu-ir  nation,  that  for  that  reason  alone 
I  should  merit  the  favor  that  I  ask  you.  A  favor  e(iually 
useful  to  my  own  interests,  as  to  that  of  the  nation  in  which 
I  am  interested. 

I  will  hriim  tliis  letter  to  a  close,  informing  you  thai  1 
have  executed  the  order  which  His  Excellency  has  sent  me 
to  the  Post  ordering  me  to  Cloathe  eleven  Poutawamies  who 
were  attached  to  his  suite.  I  have  conformed  to  Ihe  oi'ders 
with  tlie  exception  of  four  bottles  of  Rum  which  1  did  not 
give;  however,  I  have  put  them  where  when  they  are  needed 
they  can  get  them.  I  will  obtain  payment  from  Mr.  ]\Ic- 
Comb,  but  having  to  send  my  accounts  to  ]\Ir.  Du  Peyster, 
T  enclose  the  bill  for  the  Lieut.  Governor.  I  tell  you  of  this 
ill  oi'der  that  so  loci  penman  may  ask  something  that  you 
cannot  refuse. 

I  hope  you  will  receive  it  well  satisfied  and  determined 
not  to  change  the  resolution  that  you  took,  and  I  flatter  my- 
self to  conduct  them  according  to  your  orders,  by  the  exe- 
cution of  which  1  will  prove  anew  my  zeal. 

I  am.  Sir,  youi-  vei'y  lunn])le  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Louis  Chevallier. 
Capt.  Lei-noulf. 

Endorsed  1770:  Copy  of  Mr.  Chevallier's  lettei-  from  St. 
Joseph,  2!)th  May.  Reed  the  lOMi  July,  inclosed  in  Captain 
Lernoult's  letter  of  the  26th  Juiu'. 


LETTERS   FROIM   CANADIAN   ARCHIVES  445 

Canadian    Arciiivks,   Series  Jj,    \'ul.   54,   i).   85. 

No.  18. 

QiKBEc.  Till  'luiic,  1  (79. 

[Il.M.Dl.MAXD    TO     Lord    (IEORCU-:    (iEK.MAlXE.] 

Loi'tl  (ieoriiv  (Jcnnainc  |i.  e.  Loi'd  (!(m)i-i;c  Saekville]. 

My  LoRD-On  the  2!)1h  of  May  1  did  myself  \\\v  Honor 
of  wriliiiu'  a  slioi-1  K'tlrr  to  your  l.oi-dship  by  Halifax,  and 
with  it  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  (Jeneral 
("lintoii  of  that  date,  but  from  the  ])i'ol)al)ility  this  dis- 
l)ateli  lias  not  yel  ari'ived.  1  enclose  another  vnpy  as  it 
contains  a  i>-eneral  sketeh  of  our  present  situation  durin>^; 
the  winter.  The  Kelxds  have  constantly  threatened  invad- 
ing- this  Province,  and  this  Spring  seem  to  he  taking  serions 
measures  for  attempting  in  evei-y  part  by  which  there  is 
a  possibility  to  approach. 

I  do  not  wish  to  ahirm  Your  Lordship  with  imagining 
Danger  and  Difficulties,  l)ut  it  appears  to  me  of  the  highest 
importance  to  His  :\Ia.jesty's  Service  that  our  state  should 
be  clearly  understood.  I  shall  try  to  convey  to  Yonr  Lord- 
ship  a  correct  state  of  our  situation. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  Lieut.  (Jovernor  Hamilton's  Let- 
ters as  well  as  those  from  :\Iichilimakinac,  Detroit  and 
Niagara  will  show  youi-  Lordshi])  the  unfortunate  end  of 
the  expedition  undertaken  by  that  (ientleman  in  the  month 
of  October,  upon  which  subject  I  have  already  had  the 
honor  of  writing'  to  your  Lordship  in  my  dispatches  of  last 
November.  Within  the  interval  of  a  very  few  days  I  Icariied 
the  account  of  his  arrival  at  Vincennes,  and  of  himself  and 
party  being  made  prisoners  there,  small  as  this  cht'ck  will 
appear  to  tho.se  in  a  remote  situation,  it  is  natural  enongh 
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to  exix'ct  {lisaiii^'eiihle  C()u.>equeiices  may  arise  from  it,  for* 
previous  to  this  the  Canadian  Inhabitants,  both  above  and 
below,  were  become  adherents  to  the  United  cause  of  France 
and  the  Americans,  and  many  of  the  Savages  imagining 
v.-e  are  become  the  weakest  side,  were  grown  luke  warm 
and  some  even  had  shewn  a  Disposition  to  join  our  Enemy. 
So  situated  it  will  re(iuire  threat  judgment  and  temper 
to  preserve  the  Indians  in  our  interest  after  so  glaring 
and  recent  a  proof  of  our  want  of  strength,  or  want  of 
conduct. 

I  do  not  wish  to  throw  any  blame  upon  Lieut.  Governor 
Hamilton,  because  he  may  have  had  reasons  for  under- 
taUiiii:-  his  late  expedition  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with,, 
but  at  ])re.sent  it  is  to  me  astonishing  and  unaccountable 
how  an  Officer  of  his  Good  Character  could  remain  at  Vin- 
cennes  when  he  knew  the  impracticability  of  my  sui)ply- 
iug  him  with  Provisions,  or  assistance,  and  after  he  must 
have  received  notice  of  the  Rebels  approaching  towards 
Detroit. 

*EXPENSES    OP    INDLVN    DEPARTMENT. 

The  great  desire  I  have  to  furnish  your  Lordship  with 
every  possible  information,  has  induced  me  to  enclose 
Copies  of  every  Paper  I  have  received  respecting  Governor 
Hamilton,  and  also  of  those  which  respect  the  Savages  in 
the  Upper  Country,  and  I  have,  only  that  however  I  wish 
to  retrench  the  enormous  expenses  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, ray  zeal  for  the  public  service  will  not  allow  me  to 
give  positive  orders  concerning  it,  fearing  least  it  might 
detach  the  Indians  from  our  cause,  and  knowing  that  when- 
ever they  do  (|uit  us,  the  valuable  Fur  Tradi^  will  imme- 
diately be  lost  to  Great  Britain,  and  this  Province  will, 
notwithstanding,  require  a  greater  force  than  ever  to  de- 
fend it. 

*  This   sentence    heading   the    paragraph   is   a    marginal    note    in    the- 
reference   book. 
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*NECKsslT^•  (»F  sri'iM.^iNc  'I'lii;  ii'i'i'.iv  I'osTs  iM  .Mi:i)i  \'^l■;l.^■. 

I  Ici'fw  it  li.  VdUi'  lii>nlslii|»  will  ;ils(>  i'cc('i\-('  1lic  |)i'('S('i!l 
I'xhaiislod  state  of  oui'  i'roviiicfs.  I  am  obli^uocl  to  forward 
tlic  sni)i)li('s  (l('stii>t'(l  for  llic  Tpix-r  ("ouiitiy  willi  all  I'xis- 
sihli^  Dispatch.  If  1  poriiiillcd  the  Iims',  delay  in  this  Serv- 
ice. M'.e  Diiralieii  nf  our  Transport  thitliei'  is  so  shoi't,  that 
1  should  be  ohli^t'd  to  weak'cn.  if  not  abandon,  some  of  the 
Upper  Pests  during'  the  Winter,  and  al  a  lime  when  it  is 
absolutely  neeessai'_\'  to  I'einferec  them,  and  \('t.  affei-  all 
my  endeavors.  I  cannot  contiiuie  this  necessary  'Pi'anspoi't 
more  than  a  lew  weeks  lonm>r,  unless  some  Provisions  ar- 
rive-, for  altho  T  risk:  leaving;-  the  Ijower  Country  so  bare  of 
Provisions  as  to  pi'cvent  the  possibility  of  foi'minu'  sufH- 
cient  Magazines  so  to  defend  our  extensive  Fronlieis  to 
advantage,  yet  I  dare  not  expose  the  Troops  stationed  he>"e 
to  Avant,  or  reduee  uiyself  to  th(^  necessity  of  takino-  Pro- 
visions from  tlie  inhabitants,  who  are  already  disaffected, 
and  all  {ho  beef  that  the  count  I'y  could  conveniently  af- 
fiu-d  lias  been  luii'chased  and  delivered  to  the  Ti'oops  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

■'   *AN      EX.VMPLE  —  SUPPLY      DEMANDED      F(iK      THE      ENSUING 

YEAR." 

Permit  me.  then^fore,  to  Entr(>at  Your  Loi-dship's  partic- 
ular attention  to  this  essential  ai'ticle  in  order  tha!  our  su])- 
plies  even  tliis  summer  may  be  very  ample,  for  after  all 
my  care,  much  Provision  is  spoiled  in  the  Ti'ansport,  and  I 
apprehend  tlie  Demand  fi'om  the  P))per  P(  sts  will  be  this 
summer  double  the  last,  owing  to  the  great  number  of 
Savage  Families  who  have  becni  driven  from  theii-  !!abi';!- 
tions  and  obliged  to  take  protection  at  the  Iviniz's  Posts, 
Particularly  at  Niagara,  and  who  consequiMitly  must  be  fed. 

It   shall  bo  my  study  to  counteract  tlu^  present   li'mpe- 

♦Marginal  Note  in  Reference  BooVc. 
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and  Disposition  of  the  Canadians  Avilh  all  the  Piudence 
and  iiiildn(>ss.  the  critical  situation  of  llic  I'rdviiicc  re- 
(|iiii'('s. 

*  "martial  law  t(j  be  proclaim i;i)  if  necessary." 

But  sliould  the  Rebels  atteiupl  to  pciid  I'atc  ainonust  ns 
in  foi-ee,  the  ^lartial  ]aiw  shall  i)e  proelaiiiie*] :  small  parlies 
have  already  been  in  the  Pi-ovince  and  have  remained  sev- 
eral days  nnperceived  and  hitherto  when  notice  has  been 
given  of  them,  it  has  always  been  too  late  to  apprehend 
them. 

Your  Lordship  will  most  likely  be  informed  by  the  pres- 
ent conveyance,  of  my  having  refused  Licences  to  several 
Indian  Traders  to  go  To  the  I'pper  (\)untry,  ])ut  the  ama/inu' 
supply  of  Arms  and  Annnunition  they  were  taking  up, 
excluse  of  a  quantity  which  still  remains  indisposed  of, 
from  the  importation  of  last  year  determined  me  not  to 
hazard  even  the  i)ossiblity  of  such  articles  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  our  Enemies. 

*" PROHIBITION  OF  EXPORT  OF   WHEAT   AND  FLOUR." 

Tliose  who  have  speculated  upon  the  Amazing  Price  of 
Wheat  and  Flour  in  other  parts  of  America  are,  I  suppose, 
equally  out  of  humor  at  the  Prohibiting  the  exportalion 
of  these  commodities  until  the  1st  of  Jan'y  next,  wliich  has 
been  done  by  Public  Proclamation. 

*"  CONFINEMENT    OF    MESPLET    AND    JAT'BARD  — REASONS    FOR 
SO   DOING." 

The  tur])ulent  and  seditious  Behaviour  of  a  Cabal  at 
]\Iontreal,  has  also  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  confin- 
ing two  Frenchmen   tliere,   who   names   Mesplet   and   Jau- 

*Marginal  Note  in   Reference  Book. 
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liard.  the  tniiiici-  ;i  ri'intci-  sciil  here  by  ( \)ii<ir('ss  in  1774, 
to  Piihlisli  ;iii(l  l)is|)cfsc  llirir  letters;  tile  latter  has  beeu 
an  attdfury  and  is  an  iin|H'inri|)|e(|  Advent  ui'er.  So  soon 
as  tlu'if  paj)efs  ha\c  been  examined  \'()nf  Lordsliip  sliall 
have  a  ('ii'cniiistant  iai  aceonni  of  theii-  alVaii's,  and  if  this 
does  not  in  some  measure  check  tlie  Ijicentions  Spirit  the 
[that]  was  beeiiniini:'  to  rise.  1  shall  not  hesitate  to  make 
more  examples.  1  heart  ily  lament  that  those  Who  misbehaved 
in  1775  and  M16  wei'e  not  severely  punished.  It  was  easy 
then  l)u1  now  difiieult,  nevertheless  my  endeavors  shall 
not  be  wanting-  to  pi-omote  the  Kin<i''s  interests,  serve  the 
Public  and  secure  the  I'i'ovince.  Objects  which  enc!:ross 
all  m.\'  attention  and  which  always  have  been  and  ever 
shall  be  the  sole  aim  of  all  my  actions. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  (ireatest  respect  and 
Regard,  your  Lordship's  most  obedt  Humble  Servant, 

Fred.  IIaldimand. 
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rTT.M.DIMAND    TO    UE    BUDE    ('?)•] 

[Trans! (it ion] . 

Quebec,  the  ITili  .liiiic  1779. 

I  profit,  my  dear  Genei'al.  of  the  first  occasion  that  pre- 
sents itself  to  Avrite  to  yon  on  account  of  the  subject  in 
the  letters  that  1  have  written  by  Halifax,  have  been  re- 
ceived. I  hope  you  have  been  pleased  to  hear  tliat  I  am 
entirely  cured  of  my  cough  and  tliat  I  am  mai'vellously 
well.     Of  myself  I  Avill  say  no  more 

The  death  of  Capt.  Foy,  my  secretary,  gives  me  an  ex- 
cuse. I  see  myself  overwhelmed  with  work.  It  increases 
each  day  and  the  least  negligence  throws  all  my  affairs  into 
a  confusion  that  it  pains  me  to  behold.  I  have  taken  Capt. 
Matthews  of  the  8th  Regt.  to  succeed  Capt.  Foy.  They 
say  great  things  of  him,  and  I  hope  he  will  fulfill  my  expec- 
tations; but  it  is  necessary  to  straighten  a  service  so  com- 
plicated, and  if  you  could  see  the  la])yrinth  into  whicli  I 
am  plunged,  you  would  have  pity  on  me. 

Behold  a  year  has  almost  gone  since  my  arrival  in  this 
country  without  knowing  exactly  what  has  pa.ssed  on  your 
continent.  I  see  myself  surrounded  with  ennemies.  and  little 
hope  from  the  Province,  since  France  has  made  alliance  with 
the  rebels  and  are  not  ashamed  to  make  it  public  by  the 
Count  of  Estaing's  [d'EslaingJ  declaration  to  incite  this 
people  to  revolt  by  the  most  seductive  motives  for  the 
French.  Added  to  this  unhappy  expedition  of  Lt.  (lenT 
Hamilton  on  the  Illinois  side,  undertaken  without  my  orders 
and  which,  however,  might  have  been  useful,  had  he  had  tlie 
prudence  to  retire  in  time,  'i'his  is  between  ourselves.  The 
second  \iiluiiif  <;!'  liui'Lidyiic  and  tlial  appeared  to  have  a  sor- 
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rowful  result.  It  apjx'ai's  that  tliei-o  is  some  fatality  follow- 
ing; all  your  entoriirises:  if  we  still  hat!  the  two  coinpaiiies 
of  till'  14th  lu'iiiiiiriil  whii'li  I  left  at  lUiiKiis  wlicu  1  eoui- 
niaiuled  at  N.  ^■(l|■|<.  we  shall  he  assured  the  jxyssessiou  of 
this  eounlry,  and  overcome  all  the  misfortunes  that  will 
follow,  &e.,  &c. 

I  wrote  you,  my  dear,  the  80tli  of  May  by  Halifax,  to 
iixform  you  that  I  had  written  to  Lord  North  to  pray 
him  to  give  me  a  place  that  is  vacant  in  this  province  and 
which  they  say  is  in  liis  nomination.  I  send  yon  a  copy 
of  the  letter  that  1  wrote  him,  lease  he  should  want  your 
advice  to  hire  me  the  service.  The  Nephew  whom  I  recom- 
mend is  (ijdcr  iliau  the  one  wlio  is  my  aide  de  camp  and  is 
also  a  lieutenant,  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from 
his  horse  that  caused  him  frequent  hemorrhage  which  will 
not  allow  him  to  take  violent  exercise.  The  position  that 
T  ask  for  him  is  not  of  consequence,  and  has  hitherto,  been 
filled  by  a  deput,v,  l)ut  it  would  serve  as  a  little  retreat 
which  would  allow  him  to  leave  the  service,  for  which  he 
is  no  longer  suitable,  and  he  could  establish  himself  in  this 
province  where  there  is  need  of  honest  men. 

There  are  two  places  vacant  by  the  death  of  Capt.  Foy. 
I  have  given  one  of  them  to  Capt.  Brehm  and  the  other 
to  Major  Holland,  two  officers  Avhich  by  their  knowledge 
and  their  activity  can  be  of  great  use  in  the  service  of 
the  King,  which  is  the  object  that  always  determines  my 
choice  and  from  wdiich  I  never  depart.  However  the  best 
of  Princes  can  be  surprised,  and  I  ])ray  you  it  is  necessary 
not  to  loose  time. 

Aditni.  my  dear  General ;  be  assured  of  my  respect.  Give 
my  compliments  and  my  friendship  to  those  Avhom  you  see 
and  believe  me,  I  am  all  yours  for  life.  F.  H. 

My  domestic  troup  has  a  very  bad  turn;  his  pride  has 
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taken  a  leap  and  caused  me  much  expense  and  sorrow.     I 
count  on  sending  liim  away  as  soon  as  I  can  be  accommo- 

dat(^d. 

There  is  a  'Mv.  ^lontrose  in  the  Regiment  of  Erlack  in 
France,  brother  to  him  Avhom  we  know,  who  asks  for  one 
of  mj'  nieces  in  marriage.  If  you  can  acquaint  me  of  what 
is  liis  character  and  his  conduct,  you  would  oblige  me 
infinitely.  Perhaps  we  might  be  able  to  coax  him  to  this 
Country,  as  I  repeat  to  you,  it  is  very  necessary  to  attract 
subjects  on  which  the  (lovernment  can  count.  Adieu,  again; 
rememlx^r  me  to  your  family.  F.  11. 
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Loi'isviLi.i:.   Sept.   '2'-).   1779. 

[C'kakk  to  Jeffkkson.  I 

Dear  Sir— I  am  luippy  lo  liiid  that  yoni-  sciititiuMits  re- 
specting a  Fortification  at  or  iicai-  the  iiioiitli  (if  the  Ohio  is 
so  cagreeable  to  tlic  Ideas  oi'  cvci'v  man  oi"  any  jndgnipnt  in 
this  Department.  It  is  the  sjxit  lliat  onght  to  be  strong  and 
r'ortified,  and  all  the  (Jarrisons  in  the  Western  Connti'v  D(>- 
pendant  on  it,  if  the  gi'onnd  wmild  jidiiiit  it.  hnt  the  mis- 
fortnne  is,  tliere's  not  an  acre  of  gi'onnd  near  tlie  Point  than 
four  miles  i-ise  the  Ohio,  bnt  what  is  often  Ten  feet  nnder 
water.  About  twelve  miles  below  the  Point  there  is  a 
beautifnl  situation,  as  if  by  nature  de.signed  for  a  Fortifi- 
cation by  every  observation  that  has  been  taken,  lays  a  quar- 
ter of  a  (h^gree  within  the  State  of  Virginia.  Its  elevation  is 
such  that  a  snudl  expense  would  render  it  very  strong  and 
of  greater  advantage  than  one  four  miles  up  the  Ohio.  In 
case  you  have  one  built,  a  few  years  will  prove  the  ])ropriely 
of  it.  It  would  immediately  become  the  Key  of  the  whole 
Trade  of  the  Western  Country  and  well  situated  for  the  In- 
dian Department  in  (Jeneral.  Besides  many  Salutary  Efifect 
it  would  render  During  the  War,  by  awing  our  Enemnies, 
the  ChickesaAvs,  and  the  English  Posts  cm  the  Missippi.  The 
strength  of  the  Gari'ison  ought  not  to  l)e  less  than  Two  Hun- 
dred men,  when  Imilt.  A  Hundred  families  that  might  easily 
be  Got  to  Settle  in  a  Towri  would  be  a  gi'eat  advantage  in 
promoting  the  place.  I  am  sensibh'  that  the  Spaniai-ds 
would  be  fond  to  setth^  a  Post  of  Correspoiuh^U'e  opposite  to 
it,  if  the  ground  would  admit.  P.ut  the  coinitry  on  their 
side  is  so  subject  to  inundations,  that  it  is  impossible.  For 
Tb(^  want  of  such  a  Post  I  find  it  absolutelv  necessarv  to  sla- 
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tion  an  armed  boat  at  the  Point  so  as  to  eonniiand  the  navi- 
Ltalion  of  bttth  rivers,  to  defend  our  Trading  Boats  and  stop 
the  p-reat  (•(nicoui'sc  oi'  'I'oi-ios  and  Deserters  that  pass  down 
the  River  to  our  Enemies.  The  Illinois,  luider  the  i)resent 
oircumstances.  is  by  no  means  able  to  supply  the  Ti-oops  that 
you  Ex])e('1  in  this  dopai'tnient  \vilh  pi-ovisions.  as  the  ci-op., 
at  Vinceinies  was  so  exceedingly  bad  that  upwards  of  Five 
Hundred  Souls  liave  to  depend  on  their  Neighbors  for 
Bread.  1  should  be  exceedingly  glad  that  you  would  com- 
n^ission  some  Person  to  furnish  the  Troops  in  this  Quarter 
with  provisions,  as  the  greater  Part  must  come  fi-om  the 
Frontiers  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  I  can't  depcMid  on  tii.^ 
Illinois  foi-  supplies  more  than  will  be  sufficient  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  Thd'c  is  an  easy  conveyance  down 
tlie  Tennessee  River  and  Pi-ovisions  more  plenty  on  Ilolston 
than  in  the  neighborhood  of  F.  P.  M.  Colonel  John  Camp- 
bell, who  promised  to  deliver  this  letter  to  Your  Exc(>llency 
I  believe  would  undertake  the  task  at  a  moderate  salary,  an  1 
a  gentleman  of  undoubted  vei-aeity.  Hut  pray,  sir,  order  as 
much  Provisions  Down  as  will  serve  the  Ti'oops  you  intend 
sending  out,  at  least  six  mcniths. 

1  am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  humble  siTvant. 

Geo.  Clarke. 
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[Clakk  'I'o  Jkfkerson.] 

His  Excellency  Thus.  Jeirerson. 

N.  15.  ]>>■  my  Icttcf  (if  the  24th  Aii<;'u.st  you'll  be  viiMde 
aeqiiaiulcd  tiiat  1  have  been  disap])()inte(l  in  my  intended 
Exenrlion  up  the  Wabash.  I  have  now  a  Detachment  of 
about  Two  Hundred  aud  fifty  of  French  Volunteers,  In- 
ilians  and  a  few  Ivegulars  on  their  march  to  attack  a  British 
Post  at  St.  Joseph's,  near  Lake  Michigan,  commanded  by  a 
Lieutenant  and  party,  Avhere  there  is  considerable  stores  de- 
posited f(u'  the  use  of  employing  savages.  The  Party  is 
connuandcd  by  Captain  James  Shilby.  Thei-e  is  no  doubt  of 
his  success  as  their  rout  is  such  that  there  is  but  little  Prob- 
ability of  the  enemy's  being  apprised  of  them  Before  it  is 
too  late.  His  orders  is  to  demolish  the  Fortifications  and  Re- 
turn with  the  Stores. 

I  am  with  respect. 

G.   Clark. 

N.  B.  —  Sergeant  Chapman  reports  that  when  Mr.  James 
Shilby  endeavoured  to  raise  his  troops  for  the  above  Expedi- 
tion the  men  complained  that  they  had  no  shoes  and  there- 
fore would  not  go  to  St.  Joseph's. 

Ar.  S.  De  Peyster,  ]\Iajor. 
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I  Tr(nisl(ill(iii] 

To  all  it  may  concern,  (ii-ccting.  Know  yc !  Thai  Jean 
St.  Germain,  gentleman  of  tlie  city  of  Paris,  lately  commis- 
sioned as  Interpreter  for  the  Cheqnitas,  Chichas,  &c.,  na- 
tions of  the  West,  which  to  abridge  the  route  and  to  tranqui- 
lize  the  restless  mind  of  the  Indians  who  are  incessantly  tor- 
mented by  the  subjects  of  the  English  King  to  take  up  arms, 
which  said  ^Fr.  St.  Germain,  having  passed  by  that  town  of 
Cascaskias  in  which  by  chance  he  found  himself  considered 
by  the  Pons  and  Saults  [ Pottawatomies  and  Ottawas]  to 
whom  ln'  spoke  publicly  and  before  us  the  undersigned,  that 
which  was  to  be  |  reported ]  carried  to  their  nation  and  to 
their  neighbors.  Know  ye  !  That  the  King  of  France  makes  it 
Icnown  to  all  red  men  that  the  French  and  the  Spaniards  and 
Americans  at  present  are  one,  that  he  invites  all  to  remain 
(|uiet  in  onler  that  they  may  live  with  their  wife  and  child- 
ren and  not  meddle  in  any  war  which  may  prove  fatal  to 
them  if  thi\v  do.  To  support  their  misfortunes  with  patience 
as  we  do  oui'selves,  but  that  it  will  not  be  loiiu-  until  they 
have  happiness.  It  was  only  six  months  since  he  left  Eu- 
rope,- where  he  had  the  honor  of  seeing  the  King,  they  could 
assure  their  brothers  and  neighbors  that  six  months  should 
not  elapse  without  they  having  all  the  helj)  that  would  be 
necessary  for  them,  whilst  on  the  part  of  the  French,  S]>an- 
ish  and  of  those  Americans,  tliev  could  add  faith  to  these 
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words,  as  their  brothers  the  Fi-eiich  .-iikI  Amci-icans  of 
which  tlie  principal  have  taken  the  oath  to  serve  everywhere 
they  may  be  needed. 

[Signed] 

J.    X.    MONTGOMKN,    [^rontiioiiicry  ] 

S.   Cato, 

iiu'ii'i)   Winston,  Coiiiiiiad't   Civil. 

JkAN    St.    (iKK.MAIN. 

Given  at  Cascaskias  the  Hth  (Uiy  of  ]\Iay,  1780. 

Enckised  No.  ;3.     A  French  proclamation  at  the  Cascas- 
kias, 6th  May,  1780. 
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*Clark's    Capti're    of    Kaskaskia. 

Nothing  more  is  needed  tlian  Clark's  own  aeeouut  to 
show  that  he  did  not  take  the  so-called  Fort  Gage.  If  this 
was  otherwise,  why  should  he  have  "crossed"  the  Kaskaskia 
'"river"  at  all,  "to  the  town"?  Why  did  he  "di\Tde  his 
little  army  into  two  divisions."  order  "one  t()  surround 
the  town"  while  "ho  witli  the  other  l)r()ke  into  the  fort  and 
secured  the  govei-nor,  Mr.  Koehcbhive"  .'f 

Later,  [January,  1779J  when  an  attack  by  the  British 
was  feared,  why  does  Clark  say  "the  enemy  would  set  the 
adjacent  houses  on  fire  which  would  tire  the  fort."  it  "not 
being  known  that  I  intended  to  burn  them  myself  as  soon 
as  the  wind  changed"  ?  He  did  "fire  them,"  but  says  "the 
houses  being  covered  with  snow  had  [as  he  intended]  no 
eifect  only  those  it  [the  fire]  was  set  to.";{: 

But  enough  has  been  quoted  to  make  us  look  amid  the 
resident  holdings  of  Kaskaskia  for  the  fort  Avhieh  Clark 
-"broke  into  and  secured  the  Governor,  Mr.  Rochebhive." 

*  This  matter  was  prepared  liy  the  editor  too  late  to  lie  used  in  its 
logical  place  in  the  volume.  See  Clark's  Conquest  of  the  Illinois,  this 
volume,  pp.  171-289. 

t  This  is  not  a  new  or  original  thought.  It  was  discussed  by  the 
writer  with  the  late  Edward  G.  Mason  and  Professor  \V.  F.  Poole  a 
number  of  years  ago  while  the  latter  had  charge  of  the  free  city 
Library  of  Chicago.  The  result  of  Professor  Poole's  research  was 
given  in  his  paper  on  "The  West"  in  Wlrlsor's  "America."  It  also 
appears  in  John  Moses'  "Illinois  Historical  and  Statistical."  Mean- 
while ihe  writer  has  unearthed  new  matter  In  this  connection  which 
appears  further.— II.  W.  P.. 

t  Clark  in  the  "Mason  letter."  See  also  the  "Memoir"  for  a  fuller 
detail  of  this  burning  of  houses,  a  barn,  etc.,  near  the  fort.— II.  W.  B. 

—30 
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Again,  the  so-called  Fort  Gage  was  built  in  the  hope  of 
saving  the  extreme  west  at  a  time  when  the  war  in  America 
had  turned  strongly  against  the  claims  of  France.  We 
find  that  in  April,  1760,  Captain  Mackarty,  Commandant 
of  the  Illinois  at  Fort  Chartres,  writes  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  the 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  that  "The  Fort  which  he 
I^Mackai'tyl  liad  ordered  built  at  the  Kaskaskias  was  up  to 
the  parapet,  that  he  had  made  all  the  arrangements  con- 
sidered necessary,  according  to  his  strength,  to  receive  the 
enemy.""* 

The  so-called  Fort  Gage,  says  another  writer,  "was 
burned  down  in  October,  1766.  It  stood  on  the  sununit  of 
a  high  rock  opposite  the  village,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  was  built  of  very  thick  squared  timber,  dove- 
tailed at  the  angles. " '  When  this  was  written,  in  1767,  ' '  An 
officer  and  twenty  soldiers  were  quartered  in  the  village, 
and  govern  the  inhabitants  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mandant at  Fort  Chartres."! 

There  is  no  authentic  hint  that  the  so-called  Fort  Gage 
was  ever  rebuilt  or  occupied.  In  less  than  five  months 
after  Mackarty  wrote  that  it  was  "up  to  the  parapets," 
the  country  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  so  the  work  could 
hardly  have  been  completed  within  that  time.     Nor  is  it  any 

*  Mackarty  to  Vaudreuil.  April  12,  1760.  In  Paris  Documents.  An 
invader  posted  on  that  height  would  have  easily  taken  or  destroyed 
Kaskaskia  across  the  river.  Early  the  same  year  Mackarty  also 
ordered  the  Fort  Massac  [Massiac]  to  be  built  on  the  lower  Ohio  to 
check  the  flood  of  English  conquest.  These  precautions  did  not  avail, 
and  a  few  months  later,  September  8,  1760.  France  yielded  the  country 
to  Great  Britain.— H.  W.  B. 

t  "The  Present  State  of  the  European  Settlements  on  the  Missis- 
sippi," etc.,  by  Capt.  Philip  Pittman,  London.  1770.  Pittman  was  a 
civil  engineer  of  the  British  Army  and  as  such  made  a  survey  and 
map  of  the  Mississippi  from  its  mouth  at  the  "Balise"  to  Fort  Char- 
tres. In  his  volume  he  also  produces  a  "plan"  of  Kaskaskia  drawn 
by  the  native  American.  Thomas  Hutchins,  then  an  Ensign  in  the  Brit- 
ish service,  afterwards  to  become  the  noted  Geographer  and  Surveyor 
General   of   the   later  United   States.— H.    W.   B. 
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more  certain  ilmt  i1  was  ever  duly  named,  oi-  even  officially 
referred  to  cxcipt  by  ^laekarly  as  "llie  Fort  at  the  Kas- 
kaskias."  'I'akcti  as  we  lind  il.  il  is  the  licsl  iiiili1ar\'  carlli- 
work  of  Fi'eiicli  tciiiaiiis  in  all  llu'  .M ississi|)i)i  valley.  Ill- 
inois on.uht  til  (»\vii  and  |iiT>t'i-vc  Ihem.  They  ^vith  Iheir 
adjacent  izronnds  wcnid  make  a  sjilcndid  park,  easy  of  ac- 
cess ])>•  i'i\'ei'  or  I'ail. 

Besides  the  "principal  bnildiiiii's"  and  "chnrcir'  in  Kas- 
kaskia  was  "the  Jesuits  house  and  small  (Uiapel  adjoining' 
it;  these  as  avcH  as  somi^  olhci-  lumses  in  the  Villag'c,  are 
built  of  stone,  and,  considering  Ihis  part  of  the  world,  make 
a  very  good  appeai'ance.  "*  While  France  still  owned  the 
country,  its  ordei'  of  the  -Irsuit  Fathers  was  sup|)ress(Ml.  and 
their  "House,"  along  with  "their  farm,  cattle,  bi'cwery, "' 
anci  other  "holdings"  were  sold  for  the  crown  [of  France] 
by  the  French  Conunandant  |  at  Foi't  Chartres]  after  the 
country  was  ceded  to  the  English.  ^lons.  .Beauvias  was 
the  purchaser,  and  is  the  )-ichest  English  subject  in  thi.i 
country,  "t 

This  ^lons.  lieauvias  was  \'itol  st(>  Geme,  a  native  of  Kas- 
kaskia,  who,  with  his  six  brothers,  were  sons  of  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Ste  (leme  and  called  Beauvias  after  his  native  place  in 
France.  His  son  Vitol  became  a  Judge  of  Court  at  Kas- 
kaskia  under  .John  Todd,  Jr.,  Governor  for  the  Connuon- 
wealth  of  Virginia.  A^itol  8te  Geme  Beauvias  later  in  life 
left  Illinois  for  Ste  (Jenevicve.  ^Missouri,  wh'M-e  he  lived  at 
ease  to  a  very  ripe  old  age.  It  was  no  doubt  his  family 
with  whom  Henry  M.  Bi'ackenridge  lived  three  years  when 
a  lad,  and  he  graphically  described  the  old  Frenchman 
and  his  household  in  his  "Recollections  of  Persons  and 
Places  in  the  West." 

To  proceed,  in  ITti:^.  (icnrral  Tliomas  ({age  succeeded 
CJeneral  Jetfery    Aiiihrrst  as  Commander  in   Chief  of  the 

*  Pittman's  Volume.— H.   W.   B. 
t  Pittman  as  above. — H.  W.   B. 
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British  forces  in  North  Anieiic;i.  'I' wo  years  hiter,  on  Oc- 
tober 10th,  Fort  Chartres  was  duly  tui'ned  over  to  a  British 
force  in  command  of  Capt;iiti  'I'homas  Stirliii'^-.  The  latter 
had  with  him  a  proclamation  addressed  by  General  Gage  to 
the  "inhabitants  of  the  Illinois"  as  to  their  rights,  liberty 
and  government  as  subjects  of  "his  Britannic  Majesty," 
etc. 

The  Mississippi  swept  more  nearly  to  Fort  Chartres  until 
1772,  when  the  current  tumbled  down  the  shore  walls  of 
the  structure  and  made  it  no  longer  tenable.  Hence  we  find 
the  order  of  Gen.  Gage  that  "Fort  Chartres  be  abandoned 
and  the  troops  stationed  at  Kaskaskias."  He  also  writes 
"about  building  batteries  and  block-houses."* 

From  now  on  we  hear  no  more  of  Fort  Chartres  in  official 
letters  to  or  from  the  Illinois.  Instead,  "Fort  Gage"  now 
becomes  the  headquarters  of  all  such  correspondence.  The 
first  instance  the  Editor  here  finds,  is  a  letter  of  Capt;iiii 
Hugh  Lord,  dated  Fort  Gage,  April  20,  1772,  in  which  he 
asks  "for  instructions  as  to  the  Fort."f 

The  second  reference  is  from  the  old  archives  at  Kaskas- 
kia,  transcribed  and  thus  preserved  in  an  eai'ly  western 
newspaper.;}; 

It  is  an  old  style  writ  of  lUvi  facias,  still  in  use  in  this 
country  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain,  directed  to  Andrew 
Hoy,  the  Provost  or  Military  Sheriff  at  Kaskaskia,  to  exe- 
cute. It  was  "Given  at  Fort  Gage  the  19th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1772,  [by]  Hugh  Lord,  Coiumandant  of  Illinois,"  and 
required,  the  Provost  "to  have  you  the  money  before  us 
[the  Comnumdant]  at  Kaskaskia  as  soon  as  the  sale  of  the 

*  Gage  to  Gen.  Ilaldimand.  N.  Y..  Marcli  lii.  1772.  Canadian  Archives. 
— H.  W.   B.    See  page   290  of  this  vol. 

t  Hugh  Lord  to  General  Gage.  Fort  Gage,  April  20.  1772.  In  tho 
Haldimand    Collection    Canadian    Archives. — H.    W.    B. 

J  And  reproduced  by  Edmund  T.  Flagg,  Editor  of  the  Knickerbocker 
Magazine  at  that  time,  in  his  work  on   "The  Far  V^^est,"   etc. 
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Ckl   Jpi^uit    Houye,   Kaskaskia. 
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said  effects    [of  the  det'iMid.-mt  |    slusll    jidmil."  clc.      H    is 

a  stranjje  inst.ince  of  the  fom m  |;i\v  (if  l<]iii^l;iti(l.  without 

courts  of  justice  in  its  (•dlotiy.  hcin^'  enforced  liy  ;i   purely 
military  t  rihuiial. 

There  i>  no  douht  hnt  that  Fori  (iauv  in  Kaskaskia  was 
so  named  in  lioiior  of  ( ietieral  Tlionias  (lauv.  And  an  official 
letter  written  at  a  time  when  Cenei-al  Chirk  hehl  il.  heaves 
no  less  a  doubt  that  the  Voy\  in  ((uestion  was  the  "stone 
house  of  the  Jesuits''  with  some  chanj^es  to  make  it  a  mili- 
tary sti-uctui'e.  The  letter  I'eferred  to  says:  "  The  Kaskaskia 
is  in  no  way  fortified.  The  fort  bein<>-  slill  a  soi-ry  pieked 
enclosui-e  ai'ound  the  Jesuite  Colleo'e,  with  two  plankdiouses 
[l)htek-house>  put  thd'e  by  Captain  Lord  acting'  on  (ieneral 
(Jages  '•instructions"  as  already  noted]  at  opposite  angles, 
monnt  two  four-ponndei-s.  each  on  the  ground  floor,  and  a 
few  swivels  |two-ponnd  gi'ass-hoppers]  mounted  in  Pigeon 
honses."* 

A  cut  of  the  old  Jesuit  house,  herewith  produced,  is  from 
an  engraving  found  by  W.  R.  Brink,  of  Edwardsville,  a 
noted  Illinois  anthor,  and  prodnced  by  him  in  one  of  his 
Connty  histories  in  that  section  of  the  State.  It  appears 
Avith  its  shingle  covering  the  same  as  years  before  when 
Eocheblave  wrote  that  "the  roof  of  the  mansion  of  the  fort 
was  of  shingles  and  very  leaky,  notwithstanding  his  efforts 
•to  patch  it.  and  [that]  nnless  a  new  roof  be  provided  very 
soon,  the  building,  which  was  constrncted  tAventy-five  years 
ago  [in  1753]  and  cost  the  Jesuits  forty  thonsand  piasters, 
will  be  ruined,"  etc.f  It  is  a  precions  historical  relic  of 
"the  Illinois,"  when  a  domain  of  France,  Great  Britain, 

*  Arent  S.  De  Peyster  in  command  at  Mackinac,  to  Gen.  Haklimand 
Michilimackinac,  June  27,  1779.  At  thi.s  time  so  mucli  of  the  more  di- 
rect route  to  Detroit  was  under  the  sway  of  General  Clark  and  his 
friendly  savages  that  it  was  safer  to  dispatch  news  of  hi.s  doings 
around  to  De  Peyster.  His  letter  quoted  above  is  among  the  '-flaldi- 
mand  Collections"  in  the  Canadian  Archives.— H.  W.  B. 

t  Rocheblave  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  Fort  Gage,  Feb.  8,  177cS.  In  the 
Canadian  Archives.— H.   W.    B. 
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Virginia  and  the  I'nited  States,  as  well  as  now  wlicii  n  lead- 
ing State  of  the  Federal  Fnioii. 

Further  east  in  1775  the  tide  of  wai-  foi"  Iiide]»<'ndenee 
was  against  the  Britisli  and  llie  next  yeai-  tliat  power  massed 
its  distant  troops  nearer  to  where  the  most  danger  threat- 
ened, llaldimand,  while  stati(med  at  New  York,  still  had 
two  companies  of  the  14th  Regiment  (juartered  at  Kaska^kia 
under  Captain  Lord.  And  now  early  in  the  spring  of  the 
next  year,  177(5,  Sir  (Juy  Carleton  ordered  Cai)tain  Lord  to 
leave  Kaskaskia  and  take  his  troops  to  Detioit.  ("aptani 
Lord  put  Rocheblave  in  command  on  the  reconnnendation  of 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  says  Rocheblave  "was  a  Canadian  [a 
titled  native  of  France]  formerly  in  the  French  service. 
His  abilities  and  knoAvledge  of  that  part  of  the  country 
recommended  him  to  me  as  a  fit  person,  and  I  thought  such 
a  one  necessary  since  the  posts  [troops]  which  have  been 
held  on  the  Mississippi  have  been  withdrawn."*  His  name 
and  title  in  full  was  "Philippe  Francois  de  llastel.  Chevalier 
de  Rocheblave.''  And  on  April  11,  1763,  he  married  Marie 
Dufresne,  a  native  girl  of  Kaskaskia. f 

Thus  was  the  Illinois  left  without  a  British  soldier  to  de- 
fend it,  and  the  native  French  residents  had  no  liking  at 
all  for  them.  Placed  in  charge  of  Rocheblave,  like  Vin- 
cennes  in  the  hands  of  Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  alias  "ste 
]Marie, "  all  this  country  was  open  to  attack. 

George  Rogers  Clark,  with  the  foresight  of  a  skilled  war- 
rior, took  in  the  state  of  affairs.  His  spies  had  kept  him 
posted,  and  he  put  this,  that  and  the  other  thing  he  learned, 
together.  "When  the  time  was  ripe  he  went  to  Williamsburg 
and  laid  his  inu'pose  secretly  before  the  authorities  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  alone  was  full  of  hope.  The  result  of  his  dai-ing 
j)lan  needs  not  here,  again,  be  told. 

*  Carleton  to  Sackville.  Quebec,  August  m,  1777.  The  Canadian 
Archives.— H.  W.  B. 

t  The  Marriage  Register  of  the  Parish  Records  of  Kaskaskia  which 
the  writer  has  examined.— H.  AV.   B. 
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IXDKX   TO   MaHQIKTTK's   NaUIJATIVE  AM)   EdITOKIAI.   AM)   EXIM-AN ATOItV 

Notes  Tiikkkto. 

Accault  Michel  ] 

Accau  Michle      i  one  of  La  Salle's  party  of  explorers. 

Ako,  Michael       \ 

mention 103 

remains   in    America,    marries   an    Indian    girl    at    the 

Peoria    Mission     105 

Akamsea  ( Indian  village) — Mention 36,  39 

Akansa       i 

A'kansas    |- a  Siouan  tribe. 

Arkansas  ) 

Indian  tribes  driven  from  the  Ohio  river   (Gravier)  .  .     92 
Algonquin    (Indian   language) — Illinois  language  similar  to; 

mention     25 

Algonquin  tribes — 

The  principal  Algonquin  tribes  were  the  Delawares, 

Miamis,   Shawnese,   Ottawas,   Ojibways,   Sacs,  Foxes, 

Crees,  Pottawattomies  and   Illinois. 

Allouez',    [    ^^^^^''    <^-^"^^^-    J^^^- 

Jesuit    Priest,    born     (probably)     Province,    Toulouse, 

France,  1620. 
died  Fort  St.  Joseph,  1690. 

mention  of,  in  Father  Marquette's  narrative 14,  15 

Alton,  Ills.— 

mention  in  note  accompanying  Marquette's  description 

of  the  paintings  on  the  rocks  on  Mississippi  river. 30,  31 

Arkansas   (Akamsea,  Indian  village) — Mention  of 36,  39 

Atlantic   Ocean — Mention    4 

Baptism — Marquette  baptizes  a  dying  child  of  the  Peoria  tribe 

of    Indians 40 

Bays — ]Mentioned  by  Marquette. 

Fetid  bay  (Green  bay) 11,  12,  13,  40 

Salt  bay  (Fetid  bay) 13 

Beckwith,  H.  W. — Editor  this  volume,  signs  editorial  chapter.       7 
Black   Gown — Term   used   by  the   Illinois   Indians   when   ad- 
dressing Marquette  and  all  Jesuit  priests 23 

Blessed  Virgin— Mention 9,  10,  11.  17,  35 

Buffalo — American  buffalo  described 19,  20 

Cabins — 

of  Illinois  Indians,  mentioned 19,  20 

Maskouten  Indian  village  described 15,  16 

Cairo,  Ills. — 

mentioned  in  note  accompanying  description  of  rapids 

above;  superstition  connected  with,  by  the  Indians     32 
California — Mention    39 
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California.   C.ulf   of— .MfiUiou 4,  38 

California  Sea— Mention n.  8,  31,  32 

Ca'.umet    Danre — As   performed    by    Illinois    Indian    trib?.  ..  .27-29 
Calumet  pipe — 

great  danger  avoided  by  the  presentation  of,  to  Indians 

by   Father   Marquette 35 

pipes  for  smoking,  used  by  the  Indians  as  symbols 
of  war,  peace,  alliance,  and  in  religious  ceremon- 
ies  21.  22,  23.  2(;.  27.  35.  36,  38 

Canada — Great  extent  of.  mentioned  in  letter  of  Talon  to  Col- 
bert           3 

mention  8 

Cane    Brakes,    or    Reeds     (arundinaria    macrospernia) — De- 
scribed   by    Marquette 33 

Canoes — Illinois  Indians  ignorant  of  use  of;   statement  made 

by    Marquette    4 

Cattle  (Wild)— mention  19,  35.  37,  3i< 

Chaouanons  (original  spelling  of  Shawnees) — Algonkin  name, 

meaning  people  of  the  south:  Indian  tribe;  mention.  .  .     33 

Chicago  Portage  7 

Child — Of  Peoria  Indian  tribe  baptized  by  Marquette 4^ 

China   Sea.   mention S 

Chippewa  (Ojebway  language)  — 

most  classical  speech  of  western  Algonquin  tribes; 
"Mechah"    (big),    "Seebee"    (river),    words    from; 

probable  origin  of  tlie  name  Mississippi 4 

Colbert,  Jean  Baptiste — 

Born   Rheims,   France.   1619,   died   Paris,   1683;    French 

minister  of  the  marine 3.  5.  6 

Colbert.  Jean  Baptiste   (  2nd )    Marquis  de  Seignelai — 

son  of  Great  Colbert,  born  Paris,  1651.  died  1690.  suc- 
ceeded ITis  father  as  French  minister  of  the  marine. 

Colbert   River    7 

Conception  Mission — In  the  Illinois  country  established  by 

Marquette    10 

Conception  River — Name  given  by  Marquette  to  the  Missis- 
sippi       10 

Cross — In  Maskouten  Indian  village  described  by  Marquette.  15,  lb 
Dablon.    Father    Claudius    F. — • 

Jesuit  missionary  and  writer,  born   Dieppe.   1619.   died 
Quebec.    1697;    superior   of  the   Jesuit  missions   in 
N.  Amer. 
Appoints  Father  James  Marquette  to  accompany  Joliet 

on  his  voyage 5 

Marquette  sends  report  to    26 

prepares  for  publication,  original  manuscript  of  Mar- 
quette.  167  8 (^ 

foot  note 8 

Dacotas  (Indian  tribe) — Mention  of;  peculiar  customs  of.. 26,  27 
Dancing— A    religious    and    social    ceremony    among    Illinois 

Indians,   described 27,    28 

Demon — Supposed  by   Indians  to  be  near  the  mouth  of  the 

Ohio  river,  near  present  Cairo,  111.;    description 32 
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Des  Plaines  branch   of  the   Illinois  River — Poiiage  at,  men- 
tioned   in   explanatory   note 7 

Discoveries  and  Exi)lorations  of  the  Mississippi,  Shea's — 

Translation  of  Marquette's  document  and  map 7 

Divine  River,  mention  of  in   note 7 

Dogs — Used  as  food  by  Indians,  mention 4,  37 

Erie.    Lake — Mention 5,    7 

Fetid,  Bay  of  the  (Green  Bay) — Marquette's  description  of..     13 

meaning  of  name 13 

mention  of,  in  Father  Marquette's  narrative.  .11,  12,  13,  40 

Fire-arms,    mention     37,    39 

Fire  Nation    (  Machkoutens) 11,     14 

Fish  of  Mississippi  River — Described  by  Marquette 18 

Florida — Mention   of 3,   39 

Fol-Avoines       /(wild    oats)  —  (Indian    tribe) — French   name; 

Folles-Avoine^^  \  mention  of 11 

Fort  Frontenac  (nowr  Kingston,  Canada) — Mention 5 

Fox  River — Description  of;  name  given  in  note 13,  14 

France — Mention    5,  29,  31 

French,  Prof.  Benjamin  F. — 

American    historian,    born    Richmond,    Va..    1799,    died 

New  York,  1877. 
discovery  made  by,  at  St*.  Mary's  Co'lege.  Montreal,  of 
Marquette's  narrative  and  map  of  his  and  Joliet's 

voyages    5,    6 

translation  of  Joliet's  journal  in  historical  collections 

of   Louisiana;    mention    of G 

French  Department  of  the  Marine  and  Colonies 4 

French — Desire   for   conversion  of  savages  of  New    France; 

mention 6 

Frontenac — Mention    5 

Frontenac  Fort — See  Fort  Frontenac. 

Frontenac  Lake  (Lake  Ontario) — Mention 3,  5,  7 

Frontenac,  Louis  de  Buade,  Count  de  Frontenac — 

governor  and  lieutenant-general  of  New  France,  born 

in  France  1620.  died  in  Quebec  1698. 
governor  of  Canada,  Sept.  1672,  to  Sept.  1682. 
again  governor,  Oct.  1689  to  Nov.  1698,  died  in  office, 
appreciates    importance    of    discoveries    in    Mississippi 

valley     8 

by   letter  advises  the  prime  minister,   Colbert,   of  the 

return  of  Joliet,  and  of  his  discoveries 5 

secretary    of,    mention 7 

selects   Sieur  Jollyet  for  voyage  of  discovery   in   Mis- 
sissippi   vaHey 8,    9 

sends  to  prime  minister,  Colbert,  map  of  Joliet;    tells 

of  shipwreck  and  loss  of  Joliet's  journa! 6 

Furs — Trade  in  furs  with  Indians  of  Mississippi  valley,  dis- 
cussed by  Talon  in  letter  to  Colbert 3,  4 

Gold  Mines — Probable  location  of;   mention 8 

Gourds — Used  as  receptacles  for  grain  by  Indians 38 

Grand  River  (Mississippi) — Mention  in  editorial   5 

Great  Manitou — Name  given  by  Indians  to  Deity;  mention  of     16 
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Great  River  (  Mississippi ) — Mention 4,  12 

Great  Spirit — Mention    23 

Green  Bay  ( Bay  of  Fetid  )— Mention 11.  12,  13,  40 

Gulf  of  California — i>iention  4 

Gulf  of  Mexico — Mention 5,   7.  31,   38,   39 

Historical  collection  of  Louisiana,  part  2.  ptiblished 

Philadelphia,  1850,  by  B  F.  French 6,  7 

Joliefs  official  report  of  his  voyage  i)ul)  ished  in 6 

translation    of   JoMet's  journal    in (!,    7 

Holy  Ghost,  mission  of — 

at  T.a  Pointe,  Lake  Superior;   mention 4 

see  La  Pointe. 

Huron,  Lake — Mention   11 

Huron  Language — Used  by  Marquette 34 

Huron    Squaws — Mention 34 

H.  W.  B. — Initials  of  H.  W.  Beckwith,  editor  of  this  volume; 

signs   notes    14 

Illinois — 

Illinois  Country — Fertility  and  beauty  of  land  described  by 

Marquette  4,  24,  40 

Illinois   Indian  Tribes — Cabins  of.  mention 23 

calumet,  its  use  and  importance,  described 2f> 

characteristics  of.  their  manners  and  customs 27,  28 

give  slave  to  Marquette 23 

Illinois,    meaning   of,    in   the   language   of   the    Illinois 

Indians    25 

JNIarquette's  description   25,  29 

Marquette  particularly  desires  conversion  of 10 

marriage    customs    of 25 

mention   4,  18.  19.  21,     29 

mission  of  the  Conception  established  among  the  Illi- 
nois Indians  by  Marquette 10 

sachem  makes  speech  to  Marquette 23 

sickness   among,   how  treated 26 

trade    at    the    Point;    mention 4 

town  of  the  Great  Sachem  visited  by  Joliet  and   Mar- 
quette;  description  of 21.  22,     23 

women    of,    dress,    etc 26 

Illinois  Lake  (Lake  Michigan) — Mention 7,  39,  40 

Illinois  River — Ease  of  navigation  described 40 

Illinois  River — Mention 3,7,     39 

Illinois  village — - 

visit  to,  of  Joliet  and  Marquette 18,  20,     22 

visited    by    Marquette 40 

Indian  Corn — Number  of  crops  sown  a  year  by  southern  In- 
dians; method  of  preparation  as  food. by  Indians.  ..  .37,  38 
Indian  Tribe — Of  the  Mississippi   river,  name  not  given,  de- 
scribed by  Marquette 34 

Indian  Tribes — Mentioned  by  Father  Marquette — 

Chauanons      23 

Dacotas    26,  27 

Huron    34 
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Illinois    1(1,    14,   22.    23,    24,   25,   29 

Iroquois 33 

Klkabous     1 .5 

Machkoutens  (The  Fire  Nation) 15 

Me-nom-o-nees    (or    the    "Fol-Avoines") 11 

Muchigameas   35,  36 

Mianiis    15 

"Mush-Kooda-uh-ke"   (  The  Fire  Nation  )    14,  15 

Nadouessi   (Sioux  or  Dakotas)    26,  27 

Peouarea  25 

Sioux   26 

Uh-Ke 14 

Wild  Oats  (  Me-nom-o-nees  or  the  "Fol-Avoines) 11,  12 

Indian  Turnip  (  Triphyllum  ) ) — Used  to  prevent  Snake  Bites, 

description  of,  by  Father  Marquette 14 

name  given  in  loot  note 14 

Indian  Village — Of  the  Illinois  near  Mississippi  River.  .  .20,  21,  22 

Indian  Villages — Mentioned  by  Father  Marquette — 

Akamsea  (Arkansas)    36,  39 

Chaouanous    33 

Illinois  Village 20.  21,  22 

Kaskaskia  (Below  Ottawa,  111. ) 40 

Maskoutens   15,  16 

Mitchigamea 35 

Peouria    25 

Indians — Of    the    Southern    part    of    the    Mississippi    River. 

manners,  customs,  etc.;    climate  of  the  country.  &C..36,  39 

Infidelity — Among  women  of  the  Illinois  Indians — how  pun- 
ished          25 

Iron  Mine — Mention  of 33 

Iroquois  (Indian  tribes)  — 

enemies  of  the  French 4 

their  barbarity  toward  the  Chaouanons  described 33 

Joliet,  Louis — 

Jolliet — 

Jollyet — 

French  Canadian  exp'orer.  born  Quebec  1645,  died  in 

Canada,  1700. 
companion  of  Marquette. 

chosen   to    lead   explorations 6 

expert  topographer 5 

Indian   trader b 

journal  of 3-40 

journal    and    map    abridged    translation    of,    published 
by  Jared  Sparks  in  1844,  in  "Life  of  Marquette," 

mention  • 4,  5,  6 

personal    characteristics    of 9 

Joliet  and  Marquette's  Travels — Journal  of  their  voyage 3-40 

Jesuit  Relations — Quotation  from   Marquette's  description  of 

the  great  river 4 

quotation    from,    in    reference   to   the    meaning   of   the 

word    Miss-i-sipi 4 
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Kaskaskia — Illinois   Indian  town,  located  near  present  town 

of    Ottawa,    111 40 

Kikabous    (Indian    tribe) — Description    of    per.onal    apijear- 

ance  of    15 

Kingston,  Canada — Site  of  old  Fort  Frontenac,  mention 5 

La  Chine  rapids   (near  Montreal)  — 

Joliet  loses  his  journal   in  shipwreck  at 6 

Site  of  La  Salle's  first  trading  post 6 

Lakes — Mentioned    by    Marquette 

Huron    '.ake 11 

Illinois  lake  (Lake  Michigan) 39,  40 

lake  of  the  Ottawas   (Sui)erior) 8 

La  Point — 
La  Pointe — 

La  Point  du  St.  Esprit;  Mission  of  the  Holy 
Cihost,  (Holy  Spirit), 
one  of  the  first  two  chief  Indian  missions  of  the 
French  Jesuit  priests,  called  La  Pointe  du  St. 
Esprit,  situated  near  western  extremity  of  Lake 
Superior,  near  site  of  modern  city  of  Ashland,  in- 
stituted  1665   by  Allouez;    mention 4,   8,   10 

LaSalle's — ■ 

Discoveries,  mention  5 

Louis,  Sault  St.   (see  Saiilt  St.  Louis) — Mention 9 

Louisiana  Historical  Collections,  part  2,  pub'ished   Philadel- 
phia, 1850,  by  B.  F.  French;  mention 6,  7 

Machkoutens  (fire  nation)  — 

"Mush-Kooda — Uh-ke"  or  Prairie  Land  Tribes — Mention 14 

fire    nation    (Algonquin    inter])retation    of) 15 

tribes  gathered  at  village  of 15 

Manitou — Indian  name  for  Deity 16 

mention    1 6,  28 

Maps — 

Joliet's    maps,    mention 6.    7 

map,  published  by  French  and  Shea 6,  7 

map,  published  by  Thevenot,  mention  6.  7 

^larquette.  Father  James   (Jacques)  — 

Jesuit   priest,   born    Laon,   France.    16:37,   died    1675   on 

eastern    shore    of    Lake    Michigan,    on    St.    Joseph 

river,  near  present  Ludington;   remains  removed  to  St. 

Ignace,  1676,  and  finally  buried  there. 
French  explorer  and  missionary  in  Mississippi  valley 

and   north-west, 
appointed  by  Father  Claude  F.   Dablon  to  accompany 

Joliet  on  voyage  to  explore  Mississippi  valley....        5 
departs  with  Joliet   from  the  mission   of  St.   Ignatius 

on   voyage  of   discovery 8,    9 

describes  calumet  dance  of  Illinois  tribe  of  Indians.. 27,  29 
describes  the  jiaintings  on  the  rocks  near  Alton,  prob- 
ably the  Piasa  bird 30,   31 

happiness  at  being  permitted  to  make  the  voyage 10 

particularly  desires  conversion  of  Illinois  Indians.  ...     10 
journal  of  travels   in   Mississippi   valley 3-40 
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life  of,  by  Jared  Sparks,  published  1844,  mention 6 

makes    report    as    Jesuit   missionary;    quotation    from 

his    relation 4 

manuscript  translated  by  Shea,  foot  note   8 

original  manuscript  edited  and  prepared  for  publica- 
tion by  Father  Dablon,   KiTS,  mention C, 

saintly  character  of,  mentioned  in  editorial 5 

Maskoutens  (  Indian  tribe) — Description  of 14.  15,  If. 

village    composed    of   three    nations;    mention '  ir, 

Mascoutens  River  (the  Wisconsin) — Mention IG 

Mechah — Ojebway    word,    meaning    "big"    name,    Mississippi 
probably    derived    from    this   word    and    the    word 

"seebee."    which    means    "river" 4 

Medicine  Man^Among  Illinois  Indians;    mention 2'\ 

Me-nom-o-nees— Wild  Oats   (Indian  tribe) — mention  of 11 

Miskousing  River — Mention    1', ,   18 

Mexico — Mention    3 

Mexico,    Gulf    of — Mention .5,    7,    31,    38,    30 

Miamis   (Indian  ta-ibe)  — 

Twigtrees,  Algonouian  tribe — 

description  of,   personal  appearance  of 15 

two  given  to  Marquette  as  guides,  accompany  him..  16,  17 
Michigan  Lake — 

lake  of  the  Illinois,  mention  in  explanatory  note 7,  40 

early  names  for  Lake  Michigan:  Lake  of  the  Algon- 
quins.  Lake  of  the  Illinois.  Lake  St.  Joseph,  Lake 
Dauphin.  Lac  des  Llinois,  Lac  Missihiganin,  Mag- 
nus   Lucus    Algonquinorum 

Michilimakina( — Marquette  starts  from,  on  expedition  of  ex- 
ploration of  the  Mississippi  valley 10 

Mission  of  St.  Ignatius — 

starting   point  of  Father   Marquette   on   expedition   to 

Mississippi    valley 10 

Mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost — 

La   Pointe   du    Esprit,    near    present   site    of    Ashland, 

Wisconsin     4 

see  La  Pointe. 
"Miss-i-sipi"  River — 

Mississippi  River — Description  of  by  Marquette 

4.  18,  19,  30,  31.  32,  33,  39.  40 

fact   of   this    river    known   to    the   French    from    early 

date ;    editorial    mention 3 

first   entered   by   Marquette 17 

Indian  tribe"s  on  banks  of 30,   39 

Missipi  river.  Indian  name  for  the  Mississippi,  men- 
tioned   in    editorial 4.       9 

references  to  in  Jesuit  relations;  meaning  and  deriv- 
ation   in    various    Indian    dialects 4 

Mississippi    River— Mention ' 16-18.    34-39 

Mississippi  Valley — Mention  in  foot  note 8 

Missouri  River — Mention  in  explanatory  note 5 

Mitchigamea  (Indian  tribe) 
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Mitchigamea  (Villago  of  same  name)  — 

Indians  of,  attack  Marquette's  party 35,     36 

language  of,  not  known  by  Marquette 36 

mention     37 

Monsters — Painted   on   rocks  of   Mississippi    river,    described 

by    Marquette    30,    '.'A 

Montreal,   Canada — Mention ti.    'j 

"Musb-Kooda  ITb-ke"  (  Indian  tribes)  — 

prairie  land  tribe;   mention  by  Marquette 14 

Music    (see    singing). 

Musquitoes — Indian  methods  of  defense  against,  descril)ed.  .33,  31 

Nadouessi    (Sioux  or  Dacotas,   Indian  tribes) — Account  of  a 

peculiar  religious  custom  among 26,  27 

New  England — Mention  in  editoria'. 3 

New  France — Early  name  of  Canada;   French  desire  the  con- 
version of  the  savages  of 5 

New    Mexico — Design    of   Marquette    to    explore    the    country 

leading   to    8 

New  Netherlands — Mention 3,  9 

New   Sweden — Mention    3 

Niagara  Falls — Mention  of,  in  editorial 5 

carrying  place,  or  portage,  at 5 

Nuts — Found  near  Mississippi  River,  described  by  Marquette     30 

Oabskigo  River — Mention    33 

Oats,  Wild  (wild  rice) — Zizania  aquatica 11,  12 

principal  article  of  food  of  Indian  tribe  of  same  name.  11,  12 
Ojebway  (or  Chippewa  language)  — 

most  classical  speech  of  western  Algonquin  tribes;  ....        4 
Old    Men — Deputed    by    Illinois    Indian    tribe   to   confer    with 

Marquette;     mention 21,     35 

Ontario.  Lake — Mention  of,  in  editorial 3,  5 

Ottawa  Country — :Mention  of 9 

Ottawa,  111. — Present  site  of;   mention  in  explanatory  note.  ..      4!) 

Ottawas,   Lake  of  the — Mention 8 

Ouaboukigou  /  Wabash   river,   as   the  Ohio  was   early   called; 

Waboukigon   (         mention    32 

Painting — On   rocks  of   Mississippi   river,   described   by    Mar- 
quette    ■ 30,  31 

Parkman,  Francis — 

American   historian,   born    Boston,   1823,   died,   Boston, 

1893,    describes    Joliet'    map 7 

Parrot — Killed    by    Marquette's   party,    described 35 

Pekitanoui — Muddv  river,  Indian  name  for  Missouri  river.  . .  . 

29,   30,   31 

Peoria  (Indian  village) — Marquette  visits  Indians  there;    In- 
dian child  baptized  by  Marquette 40 

Peourea  (Indian  tribes;   Indian  village) — Mention  of,  in  Mar- 
quette's   narrative 25 

Philadelphia — Mention    f> 

Piasa  Bird— Paintings  described;   probably  the  Piasa  bird.. 30,  31 
Pipe  (see  calumet). 
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Pisikious  (wild  cattle) — Algoquin  name  for  buffalo,  or  wild 

cattle:    description 19,   20 

Point,  The   (see  La  Point)  — 

mention     4 

Point  St.  Ignace,  mention 10 

place  from   which   Marquette  embarked  on  expedition 

to  the  Mississippi  valley   10 

Polygamy — Practiced  by  the  Illinois  tribes  of  Indians 35 

Portage — 

at   Niagara   Falls,    mention 5 

(the)     Chicago,    editorial    mention 7 

of  the  river  Divine,  mention 7 

Portage  City,  Wis. — Mention  of  present  location  of,  in  explan- 
atory  note    16 

Portages — Beyond    lake    Ontario,    mention 3 

Presents — Given   by  Marquette  to   Illinois  Indians 22 

Productions  of  Mississippi  Valley — Described  by  Joliet,  in  ad- 
dress to  Frontenac,  mention 7 

Puants-Winnebagoes — 

Quail — Mention    35 

Quebec — Mention  of 3,5,7.  17 ... . 

Quivira,  kingdom  of — 

Theguairo    and    Quivira,    probably    the    present    New 

Mexico  and  Texas 

mention  of  reputed  gold  mines  of 8 

Red  Sea  (California  Sea) — Mention  of  by  Marquette  in  narra- 
tive    31,  32 

"Relations,"   (The) — See  Jesuit  relations. 

Rivers,  mentioned  by  Father  Marquette — 

Great    river    (Mississippi) 12 

Illinois    river 40 

Mascoutens     ( Wisconsin ) 16 

Meskousing    river 17,    18 

Miskousing  river 18 

Mississippi   (Great  River) 9,  12.  16.  17.  18.  30,  31 

Oabskigo    river 33 

Ouaboukigon   (Wabash  or  Ohio)   river 32 

Pekitanoui  (Missouri)  river 29,  30,  31 

Sachem  of  the  Illinois  Tribes — :\Iarquette  visits 22.  23,  24 

Sagamity — A  preparation  of  cooked  Indian  corn;   description 

of  method  of  preparing 24,  37 

St.  Esprit,  La  Pointe  du  St.  Esprit — See  La  Point;  mention.  8,  10 

St.  Ignace — 

mission   (Jesuit);   station  on  main'and  opposite  Missil- 

amakinac,  founded  by  Marquette  1670;    ment'on..     10 

St.  Ignatius  (the  Point)  — 

starting  point  of  Father  Marquette  on  his  expedition 

to  explore  the  Mississippi  valley;   mention 10 

Saint  Lawrence  river — 

mention  of,  in  editorial 3-5 

St.  Marie  du  Sault — 

one  of  the  two  first  principa".  Jesuit  missions  on  the 
upper  lakes,  founded  by  Raimbaalt  and  Jogues  ia 
1 640 :     mention .        6 
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Ste.  Marie,  Saiilt   (see  Sault  Ste.  Marie)  — 

mention     6 

St.  Mary's  College,  Montreal — 

Marquette's    narrative    and    nia])    of    his    and    Jo'iefs 

voyage,  discovered  in,  by  I'rof.  Benjamin  F.  French       (J 
Salt  Bay  (Fetid  bay;  Green  bay)  — 

name  given  by  the  Indians  to  bay  of  Fetid 13 

Sault  Ste.  Marie —  _ 

Joliet    leaves'  copies   of   his   journal    Avilh    the    fathers 

there    <j 

one  of  the  two   fir^^t    princijjal   Jesuit   missions  on   the 

upper   lakes .  .       6 

Saut  St.  Louis — 
Sault  St.  Louis — 

(near  Montreal)    9 

Jollyet    loses   men   and    papers   by    upsetting   of   canoe 

in   waters  of 9 

Seas — 

Red  or  California  sea 3L  32 

South    sea 31 

Seebee — 

Ojebway  or  Chippewa  word  meaning  river 4 

see  Mechah-seebee. 
Shea,  John  Gilmary  D. — 

American  historical  writer,  born  New  York  1824.  d.ied 

Elizabeth.  N.  J..  1892. 
translates  and  publishes  Father  Marquette's  document 
and    map;    "Discoveries   and    Explorations    of    the 

Mississippi,"  etc T 

translation  of  "The  Voyages  and  Discoveries  of  Father 

Marquette  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi 8-4') 

Sickness — 

among    Illinois    Indians,    how   treated 2(5 

Singing — Illinois  Indians  sing  as  part  of  ceremonies  of  the  cal- 
umet  dance    28 

Sioux  (Indian  tribes)  — 

mention  of,  by  Father  Marquette 26 

peculiar  customs  of 26,  27 

Slave — 

given  to  Marquette  by  Illinois  Indians 2:3 

Smoking — 

practiced  by  Indian  tribes;  mention 21.  22 

Snake  bites — 

antidote    for,   flower    (  Indian    turnip ) 14 

described    by    Marquette 14 

serpent    a    sonnettes,     French    name    for    flower    de- 
scribed by  Marquette  as  a  remedy  for  sr.ake  bitrs.  .     14 
Southern  Indians — 

mention    3,  34 

of  the   Mississippi    river,   their  manners   and    custom-S, 

climate,  crops,  etc 34,  35.  36,  39 

Spaniards — 

mention  of,   in  Father  Marquette's  narrative... .''9 

— .-n 
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Sparks,  Jared — American  historian,  born  WiUington,  Conn., 
1789,  died  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1866.  President  Harvard 
College. 

author  of  an  abridged  translation  of  JoMet's  ioiv.-nal 
and  map,  published  1844,  in  "Life  of  Father  Mar- 
quette,"  mention   of 6 

"Spoon  bi'.l" — 

a  large  fish  described  by  Father  Marquette IS 

(mentioned  in  note  as  probab'.y  the  spoon-bill.) 
Sun- 
honors  paid  to  it  by   Illinois  Indians 22 

Superior  lake — 

(Lake  of  the  Ottawas)   mention  in  editorial 4 

Talon,  Jean  Baptiste — 

first  intendant  of  justice,   police   and  finance   of  New 

France,     afterwards     Count    d'    Orsainv'Te,    born 

Picardy,  France,  1625,  died  subsequent  to  1680,  in 

Canada. 

(Wallace,  "Illinois  and  Louisiana,"  gives  date  of  death, 

Versailles,  1691). 
Intendant,  Sept.  1665,  to  Sept.  1668,  again  Aug.  1669.  to 

Aug.  1675. 
forestalls  the  missionaries,  and  orders  explorations 

to  be  made  in  the  Mississippi  valley 4 

letter  to  Colbert  3 

mention,  foot  note 4 

mention 3,  4,  5,  8,  9 

selects  Joliet  to  make  explorations 9 

Theguaio — 

Kingdom  of  Theguaio  and  Quivira.  probably  the  present 

New  Mexico  and  Texas 8 

mention  of  reputed  gold  mines,  in 8 

Thevenot,  Melchiseds — 

copies  of  Joliet's   Journal  and   maps,  secured,   printed 

and  published  in  Paris  by,  1681 6 

Tides — 

noticed  in  Bay  of  the  Fetid,  causes  discused  by  Mar- 
quette       13 

Tobacco  pipe  or  X^^alumet — 

ceremonies  atending  the  smoking  of:  its  significance.  . 

25,  26,  27,  28,  29 

Trees  of  the  Miss.  Valley 17 

Triphyr.um — 

Indian    turnip,    antidote    for   snake   bite,    described   by 

Marquette,  as  a  remedy  for  snake  bites 14 

Serpent-a-Sonnettes — French  name  for  flower  described 

by  Marquette  as  a  remedy  for  snake  bites 14 

name  supplied  in  foot  note 14 

"Uh-Ke"   (Indian  Tribes)  —  (Mush-kooda — Uh-ke). 

prairie  land  tribes,  mention  of  by  Marquette 14 

Utensils  (domestic)  — 

used  by  Illinois  Indians,  mention 26.  27 

Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  mention  in  foot  note 8 
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Vermilion  Sea — 

Gull"  of  California,  mention  in  tMlitoriiil 5 

Virgin,  see  Blessed  Virgin. 

Virginia 4 

•'Voyages  and  Discoveries  of  Father  James  Marquette  in  the 

Valley  of  the  Mississippi" — 

title  of  MS.  prepared  for  publication  by  Father  Caud- 
ius  Dablon  in  1678.     Translated  from  the  French  by 

John   (3.   Shea:    mention,   foot  note 8 

Wabash  River  (Ouaboukigon  River)  — 

mention  of,  in  Father  Marquette's  narrative 32 

Watermelons — 

mention   ■^^ 

Wild  Cattle  (Pisikious)  — 

description  of,  by  Father  Marquette 19.   35,   38 

Wild  Oats  (Zizania  Aquatica)  — 

description  of 11,12 

Wild  Oats   ( Me-nom-o-nees,  or  the  Fol-Avoines)  — 

Indian  tribes,  mention  of,  in  Marquette's  narrative.il,     12 
Wild  Oats- 
manner  of  gathering,  and  preparation  of,  for  food,  by 

the  Indians.  Father  Marquette's  description  of..   11,  12 
Wisconsin  River  (Mascoutens)  — 

mention  ^^ 

Women  of  Illinois  Indians — 

dress  of.  customs,  relating  to,  etc.,  mention 2.5,   26 


I.\ni:x  TO  HEXNEriN's  N.vkkative,  axd  Editorial  and  Explaxa- 

toi:y  Notes  Thereto 41-105 

Ako,  Michae:  (Aecault)— One  of  La  Salle's  party  of  explorers, 

mention ; ^    ' 

remains   in   America,    marries    an    Indian    girl    at   the 

Peoria  mission,  mention  note 105 

.     ,  Indians.     The  principal  tribes  of  the  A'.gonquins 
Algonquin  I  ^^^^  ^.j^^   Delawares,  Miamis,   Shawnese,   Ot- 

Algonkm    ^  tawas,  Ojibways.  Sacs,  Foxes,  Crees,  Pottawa- 

tamies  and  Illinois,  mention 20 

assure  La  Salle  that  River  Colbert  is  navigable 92 

partv  of,  visit  Illinois  Indian  village  to  trade  with  the 


French 


92 


Akansa —  j  Indian  tribes;  Algonquin  name  for  the  Quappas, 
Alkansas—  -  a  Dacota  tribes  driven  from  the  Ohio  river 
Arkansas—^  (Gravier). 

America — Hennepin  never  returns  to  America;  fact  mentioned 

in  explanatory  note  to  Hennepin's  narrative.  ..  .89,  92,  105 
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Angelus — 

religious  observance  of.  by  Hennepin  and  party 100 

Animals — 

of   plains   of   Louisiana 75 

Aquipaguetin   (Sioux)  — 

chief  of  the  Nadouession  Indian  tribe,  angered  Ijy  Hen- 
nepin's  party    I(i4 

Artizans — 

employed   by  La  Salle,  mention 44.   5") 

Atlantic  Coast — 

British  Colonies  on,  mention 41 

Aguel,  Anthony    (Auguelle)  — 

member  of  La  Salle's  party  and  ennobled  for  his  serv- 
ices in;  called  "The  Picard."  as  a  nickname 103 

and   ennobled   for  his  services  in 103 

mention  of.  in  explanatory  note  to  Hennepin's  narra- 
tive        105 

Autray,  John  Francois  Bourdon — 

Sieur  d'Autray,  companion  of  La  Salle,   born   Quebec, 

1647 ;     mention 68 

Axes — 

used  as  articles  of  trade,  or  as  presents  in  dea'.ing 

with  Indians;  mention 5r>.  SO,  82.  92.  101 

Bare  Feet — 

name  given  by  Indians  to  priests  of  St.  Francis,  a'so 

called    Greygowns;    mention 92 

Hochitagon.  Seneca  Indian  name  for  bare-feet,  Henne- 
pin so  called  by  Senecas. 
Bay  of  the  Puans 
Puants 

mention  of,  in  Hennepin's  narrative 98,  99 

Bays — 

mentioned  by  Hennepin,  Puants.  Bay  of 98,  99 

Sakinam,  Bay  of 49 

Beads — 

used  as  articles  of  trade,  or  as  presents  in  dealing  with 

Indians    59 

Bear   Feast — 

mention  of.  as  given  by  Islinois  Indians 91 

Bear  Meat — 

La  Salle's  party  subsist  on.  while  waiting  the  arrival 

of  his   boat    67 

Eeckwith,  H.  W.— Editor  of  this  vol 46 

Belgium — 

Franciscan  priests,  known  as  Recollects,  active  in 45 

Black  River — mention    98 

Blacksmith — 

services  of.  highly  prized  by  Indians  at  Creve  Coeur; 

mention    80,    88 

Boat  (Bark)  — 

building  of,  at  Fort  Creve  Coeur 89 

Bourbon,  de.  Royal  Family  of  France.     See  Conde;  Conti:  and 
Louis  XIV. 
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Breviary — 

Michael  Ako.  warns  Hennr])iii  (o  discontimio  reading  of 

boloie   his    Indian   captors 103 

mention 104 

British  Colonies — 

French   plans  of  conquest   involve   the   heniming  in   of 

the  British  Colonies  of  the  Atlantic  coast 41 

Broedelet.  William — 

pnhlisher  of  the  Utrecht  (uiition  of  Hennepin's  tJrave  s. 

1  (i97 :    mention    45 

Buade  Lake    (Mille  Lak^,  or  Lake  of  the  Issati)  — 

mention  of,  in  Hennepin's  narrative 9;i 

situation  of,  mention iqq 

Buccaneers  ( French — 

mention   by   Hennepin jq 

Buffalo  (American)  — 

desci-iption  of:    Indian   mannei-  of  huntins:   uses  of.  .    72-75 
Buffalo  River — 

named  by  the  Indians  on  account  of  the  number  of  buf- 
faloes found  there qs 

Cabin—  ^^ 

Cabin— built  at  the  mouth  of  th^  Miamis  by  La  Salle's  narty.      67 
Recollect  missionaries'  cabin  at  Fort  Creve  Coeur  used 

as  a  place  in  which  to  say  mass 88 

Cabins — 

Indian    manner   of   using  and    division   of,    by   Illinois 

tribes    \ 77 

Calumet  Dance — 

the  Miamis  Indians  dance  the  Calumet  to  the  Islinois 
and  make  an  alliance  with  them  against  the  Iro- 
quois         92 

Calumet  of  Peace — 

danced  by  Indian  nations  with  La  Salle's  party 92 

Nadouessins  refused  the  Calumet  of  Peace 102 

presented  to  La  Salle  by  Poutawatamies  of  the  Island.      57 
Calumet   (  Pipe)  — 

description  of,   in  Hennepin's  narrative 57.  58 

displayed  as  a    token  of  peace,  mention  in  Hennepin's 

narrative    lOi,   102 

Islinois  Indians  present  to  La  Salle's  party 79 

mention 57,  58,  59,  94,  104 

Canada — 

mention  of 42,  43,  45.  55,  75,  89 

Canadians — 

party  of.  accompany  La  Salle 45 

Canoemen — 

accompanying    Hennepin,    account    of    capture    of    by 

Indian   tribes 100-105 

Carpenter  (The)  — 

comi)anion  of  Hennepin  in   small  l)oat;    mention.  ..  .55,  57 

Carpenters    (Ship) — mention    .'  (52 

Carpenters — 

engaged  by  La  Salle  for  his  expedition 44 
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Casquin — 

Indian  tribe ;    mention 81 

Casse-tetes   (Skull-brealvers)  — 

clubs    used    by    Poutouatamis    Indians    as    weapons    in 

war;    mention   58 

Cataract — 

the   Falls   of   St.    Anthony    of    Padua,   name    given   by 

Hennepin  in  honor  of  his  patron'  saint 99 

Caudebec — 

comparison  of  the  fury  of  the  waters  of  the  three  great 

lakes,  Conty,  Orleans  and  St.  Clare  to  the  bore  before 

Caudebec  48 

Cavalier.     See  I  a  Salle. 

Chabaodeba  ( Indian  Tribe) — mention  98 

Sioux  name  for  Black  River. 
Chabaoudeba    (Indian   Tribe)  — 98 

Chassagoac         /      ^^^^^  important  chief  of  r.linois  tribes 83 

Chassagouasse  \ 

Changaskethon  (Indian  Tribes;  Dog  or  Wolf  Tribe)- — 

mention  of,  in  Hennepin's  narrative 100 

Church — 

to  be  erected  by  La  Salle  at  Fort  Frontenac,  mention.  .     43 

Cibo'.a — 

Spanish  name  for  American  buffalo,  foot  note 44 

Cibola  Skins   (Buffalo)  — 

La  Salle  and  his  associates  given  the  exclusive  trade  in.     44 

Ciccaca  (Indian  Tribes)  — 

inform    La    Salle's    party    that   the    River    Colbert    is 

navigable    92 

mention  of,  by  Hennepin  in  narrative 81 

party   of,    visit    Illinois    Indian   vir.age   to    trade    with 

French     92 

Coal— 

Islinois  Indian  warrior  traces  with  coal  a  map  of  the 
river  Colbert  for  La  Salle 91 

Colbert,  John  Baptiste  (The  Great  Colbert)  — 

French    Minister  of  the   Marine   and   Colonies.     Born, 

Rheims,   France,  1619,   died   Paris,  1683. 
Confers  with  La  Salle  in  regard  to  explorations....   43,  44 
Talon    writes   letter   to,    explaining   his   plans    for   ex- 
tending   French    Colonial    possessions 41.    42 

Colbert  River   (Meschasipi)  — 

beauties  of  the  great  river  told  by  Indians 90 

described  to  la  Salle  by  F.linois  Indians 81,  82 

description  of   97 

distance  from  Fort  Creve  Coeur;   mention 87 

Indian  tribes  inform  La  Salle  that  the  river  is  naviga- 
ble to  the  sea 92 

Indian    warrior    (Islinois   tribe)    describes    Indian   na- 
tions living  along  the  river  Colbert 91 

Indian  warrior  (Islinois  tribe)  traces  with  coal  a  map 

of  the  river  Colbert    91 

mention.  .81,  82,  86,  87,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  97,  98.  99,  101 
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Conde.  Louis  de  Bourbon — The  "Great  Conde"  l)orn  in  castle 
01"  Vincennes,  1621,  died  Chantilly,  1(580;  earlier  known 
as  the  Duke  d'  Enghien. 

Conde.  Lake   (Superior)— Mention  of 50,  51,  52,  98,  100 

Pmit'-  !   '-'^"■''  Armand  de  Bourbon,  Prince  De  Conty.  nephew 
L.ont>   \  ^j.  ^^^  Great  Conde.  born  1661,  died  1685:   patron 

of    La  Salle. 
Conti,  Prince  de   (Conty) — Introduces  Henri  de  Tontv  to  La 

Sa'le    44 

Conty,   Fort 54 

Conty  Lake  (  Erie) — Mention  46 

Corn  (Indian) — Principal  article  of  food  of  Indian  tribes  of 
Mississippi  Valley;  La  Salle  takes  twenty  bushe's  from 

Indian  cache   77 

makes  payment  for  it 80 

Crevecoeur — Fort  built  l)y  La  Salle  in  the  Illinois  Country; 
means  in  French,  broken  heart;  but  the  fort  was  prob- 
ably named  for  fort  Crevecoeur  in  the  Netherlands 
near  Bois  le  Due;  captured  by  Louis  XIV  of  France  in 
1672. 

building  of 87,  88,  89 

La  Sa  le  and  Hennepin  select  the  eite  of 87 

mention    92,  93 

Tonti  left  as  commandant  at 9.3 

Daminoia  (  Indian  tribe  )-;-Mention 81 

Dauphin  Lake  (  Lake  Michigan) — Lo^s  of  the  Griffin.  LaSalle's 

boat,  in 55 

mention  of 53,  56,  60,  66,  89 

Dautray  John  Francois  Bourdon  (d'Autray) — Sleur  uAutray 
born  Quebec,  1647;   companion  of  La'Salle's  voyages. 

mention    68 

"Description  de  la  Louisiane" — Title  of  Hennepin's  narrative.     45 

Deserters — P'rom  La  Sa'le's  party  arrested  by  him 53 

list  of  names  of,  foot  note 53 

mention    77.   78,   86 

Detroit    (Strait) — Description   of 47,    48 

distance  from  Niagara  river,  mention 47 

Dogs — Used  for  food  by  Indians  with  Hennepin;   mention....      96 
Du  Gay,  or  Antoine  Auguel — Mention  of 105 

■n^T  h    t     ■   Daniel  Greysolon   Duluth — Noted  French  officer, 
uu  i^nut     \               ^^j.^   g^    Germain   en   Laye,   France;    died 
1710.     Cousin  of  Tonti. 
rescues  Hennepin   and   companions  from   Indians;    ex- 
planatory  note,   mention 105 

Du'.uth— See  Dulud    105 

Dutch  of  ixew  York — Mention 47 

Editor  (The)   Beckwlth,  H.  W 53 

Erie  Lake 46 

European  Nations — French      the      favorite      of      by      North 

American    Indians 42 

mention 72.  75.  76.  81 ,  90 
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Falls  of  St.  Anthony   (of  Padua)— Described ;   named  for  the 

patron   sainti  of   Hennepin 99 

mention  of  97 

Fevre,  Rev.  Father  Hayacinth,  Le — Hennepin  mentions  having 

served  as  King's  Chaplain  under 63 

Fillibusters   (French) — Mention    76 

Firearms — Mention  41,  47,  62,  65,  10." 

Fish   (white) — Indian  manner  of  fishing  for .51 

Flatboats — Mention    97 

Florida — De'Soto's  travels  in,  mention 81 

Forge — for  blaclvsmith  at  Fort  Creve  Coeur 88 

Fort  Conty — Place  appointed  by  La  Salle  to  receive  supply  of 

goods,  etc 54 

Fort  Creve  Coeur.  See  Creve  Coeur — Built  by  La  Salle 87-89 

mejition  of  92 

Fort  Frontenae — Situated  where  the  city  of  Kingston,  Canada, 
now  stands. 

built  as  a  check  to  Iroquois  Indians 42 

considei'ation  given  by  La  Salle  for  the  grant  of 42,  4.3 

description  of 42,  43 

inducements  offered  to  Indians  to  locate  at 43 

La  Salle  petitions  for  the  grant  of 43 

La  Salle  replaces  the  wooden  structure  with  a  fort  of 

stone    43 

mention  of   42,  44,  4.5.  54.  89 

Recollect  friars  to  be  entlsrtained  at 43 

seigniory  of  granted  to  La  Salle 42 

Fort  of   Miarais — Arrival   of  Tonty   at;    no   news  of  Griffin; 

fears  of  its  loss 68 

Fort  (>rected  by  La  Salle  at  mouth  of  Miamis  river 67,  68 

La  Sa'le  decides  to  set  out  from 68 

mention  71 

France — Climate  of  compared  co  that  of  America;  mention..     89 

Franciscan  priests  active  in;  known  as  Recollects 45 

mention  55,  75.  89,  91.  105 

Francistan  Friars — ReMgious  order  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  known  in  France,  Belgium  and  Ho'land  as  Rec- 
ollects,  zealous   in   missionary   work   among   N.   Amer. 

Indians    45 

French  Plans  of  Colonization — La  Salle's  letters  patent,  etc..  41-46 
French  Trade  with  Savages  in  America — Magnitude  and  im- 
portance of    41 

Frontenae,  Count  de — Governor  of  Canada,  mention 43 

Frontenae,  Fort — See  Fort  Frontenae. 

Frontenae  Lake — Hennepin  proceeds  to  the  Fort  by  way  of 

the  lake    46 

Frontenae  Lake  (Lake  Ontario) — Mention 42,  46 

Fruits  of  Mississippi  Valley — Mention  of 60 

Furs— Purchased  from  Indian  tribes  by  French  traders;  great 

profit  in ;   mention 41,  54,  64 

Gabriel  (de  la  Ribourde)  Jesuit — Familiarly  called  Father  Ga- 
briel.    See  Ribourde. 
cheerful    disposition    of 57 
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Begs  the  Siour  df  La  Salli'  to  stay  with  i)arty 70 

cabin  at  Fort  Creve  Coeiir  used  as  chape:  in  which  to 

say   mass    S8 

desires   to    remain    witli    tlic    Illinois    Indians    at    Fort 

Crevecoenr    92,   93 

encourages  La  Sa  le's  party  to  continue  oxi)lorations.  .      78 

exhorts  men  to  patience 68 

killed  by  Indians 135 

marks  trees  with  crosses  to  serve  as  guides  to  La  Salle     71 
weakness  of,  from  hungei-;   administered  to  by   Henne- 
pin    59,  ()(! 

Game — Abundance  of,  along  the  river  Colbert (iO,  101 

Gay,  Picard  du  (Auguclle) — See  You. 

Gourds — Used  by  La  Salle's  party  as  vessels  for  carrying  and 

preserving  wine   60 

Grafton,   IlL — Mention   of   rocks  on    banks  of  the   Missisippi 

river  near  site  of  present  Grafton,    11'.,   In  note 9ti 

Grapes  (Wild) — Used  as  food  by  La  Salle's  party 60,  Gi 

Great  Bay  (near  Lake  Orleans) — Place  where  the  Recollects 

had  instructed  the  Hurons 4S 

Green  Bay — Mention 53,  1(15 

Grey  Gowns  (Recollects) — Mention  of 64,  65,  92 

Grey  Gowns   (or  Grey  Friars) — Name  given  the  Franciscan 

Friars,  a  religious  order  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church     45 
Griffin   (Griffon)    (La  Sal!e's  vessel)       Named    in    honor    of 
Count   Frontenac,    on    whose   escutcheon    "two   winged 
griffins  were  emblazoned  as  supporters."     First  vessel 
l)uilt  on  tlie  "Upper  Lakes." 

mention   51 

no   tiding   of,   mention 89 

theory  as  to  the  loss  of 55 

value    of    cargo    55 

Guay,  Picard  du — See  You. 

Guide — Indian  in  La  Salle's  party;    mention 70 

Gulf  of  Mexico — Mention    44 

Guns — Manza,  Quackange.   Indian   name   for  European  guns: 

mention 105 

used  by  French  as  articles  of  exchange  in  trade  with 

Indians    41 

Hennepin,  Father  Louis — Franciscan  (Reco'Iect)  priest,  born 
Belgium  about  1640,  died  Utrecht  about  1720,  French 
explorer;    companion  and  historian  of  La  Salle's  trav- 
els in  I\Iississippi  valley, 
accompanies  La  Salle  to  select  site  of  Fort  Creve  Coeur     87 

account  of  capture  of  by  Indians 100-105 

begs   the    Sieur   de    La   Salle    not   to    leave   party   any 

more    70 

cabin  of.  at  Fort  Creve  Coeur,  used  as  a  chapel  in  which 

to  say  mass  88 

(diosen  to  accompany  La  Salle's  expedition 45 

editions  of  volumes  of  his  voyages,  where  issued,  trans- 
lated and  pub  ished  ;   mention 5,  46 
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exhorts  men  to  patience  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of 

La  Salle    68 

Follows  the  route  taken  by  Joliet  and  Marquette;    ex- 
planatory note;  mention 105 

historian  of  La  Salle's  expedition 45 

not   familiar    with    language   of   the    Indian    tribes   by 

whom  captured 101,  102 

leaves  Fort  Creve  Coeur  for  further  discoveries 89 

map  of,  showing  location  of  Fort  Creve  Coeur;  mention 

in  exi)lanatory  note   87 

meets  la  Salle 15 

mention  of  his  second  volume  of  "Discoveries" 91 

narrative  from  his  "La  Louisiane"  of  1683;  mention. 46,  105 

Offers  to  take  the  Mission  of  the  Illinois 9?, 

personal  characteristics  of 46 

reliability  of  his  historical  statements 46 

returns  to  France  and  publishes  his  "La  Louisiane"  in 
1683;     mention-    in    explanatory    note    to    Hennepin's 

narrative    105 

Sioux  captors  take  him  down  the  Mississippi;    exp'an- 

atory  note ;   mention  105 

Holland — Mention    43,45 

Hunter — Indian  hunter  with  La  SaT.e;  mention 56,  60,  66,  70 

Hurons  or  Wyandots;  Tobacco  or  Petuns.  allied  with  Hurons. 
Hurons  (Indian  tribes) — Make  alliance  with  the  Outtaouactz, 

against  the  Iroquois;  mention  52 

mention 48,51 

Hurons   ( Indian  village) — Description  of 51 

salute  La  Salle's  ship  51 

Hyacinth — Confection  of,  used  by  Hennepin  to  restore  aged 

priest  when  ill 59,  60 

Illinois  Country    ( Ilinois,  Islinois) — La  Salle  in  the  Illinois 

country;    description   of  the  country   and    Indians.  ..  .76-96 
La  Salle's  men  discouraged  as  to  reaching  the  Ills... 52,  53 

mention    42,  97 

severity  of  climate  of 89 

Illinois  Indian  Mission — In  charge  of  Father  Zenoble  Membre     93 
Illinois  (Present) — La  SaLe's  influence  in  development  of .  .  .  .     42 
Islinois    Indian    Tribes — One     of     the     principal     Algonquin 
tribes.     Caution  given  against,  by  Outouagamis  Indian 

tribes  to  La  Salle's  party 65 

false  impressions  given  by  the  Islinois  Indians  to  the 
French,  disabused  by  Indians  who  tell  La  Salle  of 

the  beauties  of  the  River  Colbert 90 

La  Salle  expects  to  gain  confidence  of,  by  kind  treat- 
ment         66 

make  alliance  with  the  Miamis  against  the  Iroquois.  ...     92 

mention 65,  66.  77.  78,  80,  81,  82.  86.  91.  93,  101 

wari'ior  of,  traces  a  map  with  coa',  of  the  River  Colbert 

for  La  Salle's  party 91 

Islinois  River — Mention 69 

Is'inois  (Indian  Village) — Manners  and  customs  described  .  .77-8'.^ 
mention   87 
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near  present  site  ol'  Ottawa,   111;    visited   by   La  Salle: 

described    70,  77 

visit  of  La  Salle  to 92 

Indian  Corn— Mention 5(;,  57,  59,  60,  G(),  77.  80,  91 

method  of  preserving  for  winter 77 

quantity  taken  by  La  Salle  from  ILinois  Indians 74 

Intliau  Girl — Marriage  of  Michael  Accau  to,   mention   in  ex- 
planatory  note  to   Hennapin's  narrative 105 

Indian  Hunter — Accompanies  La  Salle,  mention 56 

Indian  Tribes — Mentioned  by  IIennei)in: 

Akansa " 92 

Chabadeba    98 

Chabaoudeba 98 

Cliongaskethon    100 

Ciccaca  81,  92 

Hurons    48,  51,  52 

Iroquois    48,    51,  52 

Islati    98 

Islinois   C>'i,  Ml  8(i.  91.  92,  101 

Issati    100 

Kious   (or  Nadouessons) 98,  100-105 

Maroa  (or  Tamaroas) 96 

Maroha    101 

Miamis 72.  92,  101,  104 

Nadouession    (  or  Sioux  ) 98,   100-105 

Ouadebathon    100 

Outaouacs.  Outtaoutctz.  Ottawas 51,  52 

Poutouatami    53 

Sioux  ( Nadouessions ) 98.  100-105 

Tamaroa  (or  Maroa ) 96 

Tinthonha 100 

Indian  Villages — Mentioned  by  Hennepin: 

Islinois   70,  87,  92 

Mascoutens 71 

Miamis 71 

Oiatinon    71 

Poutouatami     53-57 

Iron — Indians  anxious  to  obtain 104 

Iroquois    (Indian    Tribes) — Five   nations,    later    six   nations; 
the  principal  tribes  of  the  Iroquois  were  the  Mohaw^ks, 
Cneidas,    Onandagas,    Cayugas    and    Senecas,    and 
later.  Tuscarawas. 

carry  intelligence  between  different  nations 47 

La  Salle  decides  to  fortify  the  French  against;  mention     42 

mentioned  as  subjects  of  France 80,  81 

mention   47,  02,  65 

^Miamis  and  Illinois  Indians  make  alliance  against.  ...     92 
Talon  uncertain  of  sympathies  of,  mention  in  letter  to 

Colbert 42 

trade  in  furs  with  the  Dutch  of  New  York;  mention.  ...     47 
waged  war  against  I'linois  tribes 65 

Islati    (  Indian   Tribes) — Mention   of 98 

Issati  (Indian  Tribes — Prairie  men 100 
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Issati  Lake — Mention 99 

Issati  River  (or  Nadoussion) — Mention  of 99 

Joliet,  Louis — Explorations  of.  mention 44 

mention  of 105 

Jesuit  Priests — Writings  important  in  history  of  Mississippi 

Valley ;  mention   45 

zealous  in  missionary  work  among  North  American  In- 
dians      45 

Kankakee  River — Mention,  note 69 

Kettles — Mention    82 

Kingston,  Canada — Present  city  of,  the  site  of  old  Fort  Fron- 
tenac,   mention   in   editorial   description   of  La   Salle's 

plans  for  conquest  in  America 42 

Knives — Used  by  the  French  as  articles  of  exchange  in  trade 

with  Indians   41 

Lakes  mentioned  by  Hennepin: 

Buade  (Mille)   Lake 99 

Conde   (Superior)   Lake 50,  51.  52,  98.  100 

Conty   (  Erie)   Lake 46 

Dauphin   (Michigan).  Lake 53,  55,  56,  60,  66,  89 

Issati    (Buade).  Lake  of 99 

Orleans   ( Huron  ) .  Lake  of   47 

Pepin   (Lake  of  Tears) 98 

St.  Claire 47,  48 

"La  Louisiane" — Hennepin  returns  to  France  and  publishes 
his  "La  Louisiane."  in  1683;  mention  of  in  explanatory 

note  to  Hennepin's  narrative 105 

La   Rousseliere — Deserter   from    La    Salle's    party,    arrested; 

foot  note  53 

La  Salle,  Rene  Robert),  Cavalier,  Sieur  de  La  Sal'e — French  ex- 
plorer in  Mississippi  Valley,  born  Rouen.  France.  1643 
killed  in  Texas,  1687,  by  the  treachery  of  Duhaut  and 
Liotot,  members  of  his  own  party, 
conditions  on  which  he  received  the  seigniory  of  Fort 

Frontenac 42,  43.  44 

fears  the  loss  of  the  "Griffin" 68 

determines  to  set  out  on  foot  for  Fort  Frontenac 89 

first  meeting  with  Henri  de  Tonty 44 

leaves  Fort  Crecoeur  for  Fort  Frontenac 93 

leaves  France  for  Quebec 45 

letters  patent,   etc. ;    editorial 41-46 

license  from  the  king,  mention 44 

losses  very  heavy    55 

makes  present  to  Oumahouha.  Illinois  Indian  chief.  ...  93 

makes   presents   to    Illinois    Indians 80 

makes  presents  to  the  Islinois  and  Miamis  Indians.  ...  92 
obstinacy  of.  unwilingness  to  receive  advice,  mention.  66.  70 
permit  granted  to,  by  the  King  of  France  "to  find  a  port 

for  the  king's  vessels  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico" 44 

petitions  the  King  of  France  to  grant  him  the  seign- 
ior of  Fort  Frontenac 42.43 

Poutouatamis  of  the  Island  present  Calumet  of  Peace 

to   La  Salle 57 
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visit  of  La  Salic  to  village  of  Poutouataniis 53.  51 

proposes  to  build  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  the 

Mianiis C? 

return  of,  to  party  from  explorations  by  liiml  along  the 

river  Miamis    (;•),   70 

sails  for  Paris,  where  he  and  Colbert  mature  plans  for 

further  discoveries    43 

theft  of  the  coat  of  La  Salle's  lackey  by   Imlians.  men- 
tion          til 

LeFevre — See  Fevre. 

Letters  Patent — Granted  to  La  Salle  by  the  King  of  France.  .41-44 

License — Granted  to  La  Salle  by  the  King  of  France 44 

Liquors — Used  extensively  by  French  as  article  of  exchange  in 

trade  with  Indians 41 

Louisiana — First  chapel  in.  to  be  dedicated  to  St.  AntTiony  of 

Padua    50 

climate  and  resources  of 75,  76 

Hennepin's   description   of 41-105 

Luke  (Luc) — Pilot  of  La  Salle's  vessel,  the  "Griffin','  lost  with 

the  vessel    47,  55.  G8 

two  of  La  Salle's  men  sent  to  Missilmakinac  as  guides 

to (58 

3,Iackinac — Mention   105 

Mambre — See  Membre. 

Manza  Ouackanze  (Maza  Wakande) — Means  "Iron  that  has 
understanding."  name  given  by  Sioux  (  Dakota)  Indians 
to  European  guns;   mention 105 

Map — Islinois  warrior  traces  a  map  of  the  River  Colbert  for 

La  Salle    91 

Maps — Hennepin's  and  xMembre's.  location  of  Fort  Creveeoeur     87 

Marne  River — Of  France,  compared  to  River  Seignelay  of  the 

Ilinois    ( Kankakee   River) 71 

Maroa   (or  Tamaroa,  a  tribe  of  Illinois  Indians)  — 

mentioned   by   Hennepin 96 

?ilaroha  ( Indian  Tribes) — Mention 101 

IMarquette.   Father  James — Explorations  of.   mention 44 

mention  of 105 

Mascoutens    (Indian   village) — Mention 71 

Maskouters — Sacs.  Foxes  or  Outagamie'^  really  one  nation,  the 
Musquakkiuk  (Red  Clay  Nation). 

IMembre.  oi-  Mambre.  Father  Zenobius — Recollect  priest,  com- 
panion of  La  Salle,  born  Bapaume,  France,  about  1645, 
died  Texas,  1689. 

a  Franciscan  Friar  chosen  to  accompany  la  Sal'e's  ex- 
pedition          45 

map  of,  showing  location  of  Fort  Creveeoeur 87 

mention    88,  93,  107.  116.  133.  135.   137 

IMechasipi  River  (River  Cobert) — Beauties  of  the  great  river 

told  by  Indians 90 

described  bv  Islinois  Indians  to  La  Salle 81.  82 

Mexico.  Gulf  of — la    Salle  to  find  port  for  French  vessels  in.      44 

Meskonsing  River — Farliest  French  name  for  Wisconsin  river. 

Miamis.  Fort  of — See  Fort  of  the  Miamis. 
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Miamis  (Indian  Tribes)— Tribe  of  the  Algonquins;  make  al- 
liance with  Illinois  Indians  against  the  Iroquois 92 

manner  of  hunting  buffalo  described 72 

mention 101,  104 

Miamis  ( Indian  Village) — Mention 71 

Miamis  River— The  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Michigan. 

channel  of.  marked  by  La  Salle  as  guide  to  pilot 68 

La  Salle  builds  a  Fort  at  the  mouth  of;  description  of 

fort 67 

La  Sal'e's  party  ascends;  await  the  arrival  of  La  Salle.     69 

mention  71 

place  of  rendezvous  for  La  Salle  and  party 66 

Mille  Lake   (Lake  Baude) — Mention  of 90 

Mines — Coal,  slate,  iron  and  copper,  mention  of 7<; 

Misconsing  (Wisconsin  River) — Mention  of 9x 

Missilmakinac  (Point  Ignace)— Arrival  of  La  Salle's  party  at     50 

description  of 50 

mention    53,   54 

one  of  the  important  passes  for  a'.l  the  Indians  of  the 

west  and  northwest 52 

Tonty  brings  news  that  the  "Griffin"  has  not  reached.  .     6S 
two  of  La  Salle's  men  sent  to  as  guides  to  the  pilot.  ...      68 

Mississippi  River  (  River  Colbert) — Hennepin's  captors  (1680) 

take  him   down  the   river 105 

mention    96 

Mississippi   Valley— La  Salle's  influence  on   development  of; 

mention    42 

Recollect  missionaries  and  Jesuit  fathers  prominent  in 

missionary  work  in;  mentioned  editorialy 45 

Monso — Miamis  Indian  chief  (Monso — Deer)  in  Chippewa  lan- 
guage, mons  means  moose.  "Nouvelle  Decouverte"  calls 
him  a  Mascouten. 

cal'ed  by  Hennepin,  Chief  of  the  Miamis 82 

mention  90 

sent  by  Frenchmen,  secretly  visits  the  Illinois  Indian 
tribes:  attempts  to  prevent  further  travels  of  La 
Salle 82,  83,  84,  85 

Muskrats — Animals  resembling  muskrats  ki'.led  by  La  Salle; 

mention    G9 

Nadouessans  (Indian  tribes)  — 

Nadonessions — 

Nadoue=sious — 

Nadouessioux   (or  Sioux) — From  an  Ojibway  word,  meaning 
enemies. 
Hennepin's  account  of  the  taking  of  himself  and  two 

canoemen  by  100-105 

mention  98 

Prairie-men,  mention  of 100 

outrages  committed  against  Hennepin's  party  by 104 

Nadoussion  River  ( Issati) — Mention 99 

Narrhebota  (Chief) — Captain  of  one  of  the  Indian  tribes  by 

whom    Hennepin    was    captured 103 

New   France — Mention   of,   in   La  Salle's  petition 44 
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Niagara — Visited    by    l.a    Salle   and    party 4fi 

Niagara    (great    fall    of )— Mention 54 

Niagara  River — La  Salle's  difficu  ty  in  ascending,  mention..     47 
Nicanape — Illiaois   Indian,   brother  of  Chassagoac,  the  most 
important   chief   of  the    Illinois    Indians;    anecdote   of 

his  visit  to  I.a  Salle 83.  84,  85,  80 

Nimissakouat    River — Mention 98 

North-west, — La  Salle's  influence  on  development  of;  mention     42 

Oiatinon    (Indian   Village) — Mention    71 

Omaouha        /      Illinois  Indian  chief,  gives  secret  information 

Oumahouha  \  to   La  Salle 82 

mention     !)o 

On-an-ghis-se — Chief  of  the  Poutouatamis  of  the  island,  name 

means  "him  with  a  medal";    mention  in  note 54 

his  affection  for  Frontenac,  anecdote  of 54 

entertains    La    Salle 54 

Onisconsin  River  (Misconsin  or  Wisconsin  River) — So  writ- 
ten by  Hennepin 97,  98,  99 

Onnotio — 

Onontio — Means  in  Huron  and  Onondaga  "beautiful  moun- 
tain"; first  given  by  the  Indians  to  Montmagny,  gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  and  afterwards  given  Do  ail  governors 

of  Canada,   mention    54,    (^4 

Opossum — Description  of  an  animal   resembling <)9 

Orleans  Lake   (Huron) — Mention 47,  48 

Osage   (Indian  Tribes,  Siouan  Family) — Make  known  to  La 

Salle's  party  that  the  River  Colbert  is  navigable 92 

neighboring  tribe  to  the  Illinois  Indians 80 

party  of.  visit  Illinois  Indian  village  to  trade  with  the 

French 92 

Otontenta  River — Mention  by  Hennepin  as  a  tributary  to  the 

River  Cobert 97 

Onisconsin   River    (or    Wisconsin   River) — Mention 97,   98 

Ottawa.  111. — Illinois  Indian  village  situated  near  present  site 

of.  mention  in  explanatory  note   77 

Ouadebathon   (Indian  Tribe) — Means  River  People KlO 

Oumahouha  i^^.  ^y^^^  (Omaha)— Illinois  Indian  Chief.  La  Salle 

Omaouha —  \ 

makes  present  to 93 

meaning    of    name    93 

mention 82 

Outaouacs       i      ( Indian  Tribes) — An  Algonquin  tribe. 

Outtaoutctz     -    Alliance  of.  with  the  Hurons  against  the  Iro- 

Ottawas  \  quois;   m^mtion   52 

Ottawas — Alliance  with  the  Hurons  against  the  Iroquois;  men- 
tion       52 

Ottawas  (Indian  village) — La  Salle  and  party  attend  mass  in 

chapel   at    51 

Outouagamis  (Indian  Tribes— Fox  Indians) — Attitude  toward 

La  Salle  and  party G2,  63 

Indian  tribes  located  near  the  Bay  of  the  Puants 61 

La  Salle  takes  one  prisoner 62 

mention    61.    63,    64.    65 
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visited  by  ].a  Sale   61,  62,  63 

steal  coat  of  La  Salle's  lackey '  61 

urge  priests  to  remain  with  them 64,  65 

Parrakeet ;    (Piroqucs   of  wooden   canoes) — Used  .by   the   Illi-  ' 

nois  Indians;   mention 78 

Peoria  Mission — Michel  Accan  marries  an  Indian  girl  at.  re- 
mains in  America;  explanatory  note:   mention 105 

Peoria  J.ifke  (  Upper) — Mention  of 78 

Periagua  (  Wooden  canoe) — Used  by  Islinois  Indians 91 

Petition — Of  La  Salle  to  King  of  France   for  permission   to 

explore  the  western  parts  of  New  France;    mention..     44 

Petun — Fi'ench  tobacco;   mention 101 

Pi  card  du  Gay — See  Auguelle;  mention   94 

begs  Hennepin  to  conceal  his  devotions  from  the   In- 
dians     103 

Picard    (The) — Nickname  given  to  Anthony  AugueUe  by  La 

Salle's  party 103 

Pilot    (Luke) — Of  La   Salle's   vessel,   tihe    "Grinin;  "   mention 

47,    55,    68 

Pilots — Engaged  by  La  Sal'.e  for  his  expedition 44 

Pepin  or  Pipin,  Lake — Lake  of  Tears,  why  so  called 98 

Pisikious   (Buffalo) — Described  by  Hennepin   72,  73,  74,  75 

Pit-sawyers — Desertion  of  from  La  Salle 85,  88 

Plagiarism — Hennepin  accused  of,  in  his  historical  writings; 

mention ;   and  foot  note 46 

Point   (Great  Point) — Mention   49 

Point  Ignace  (Misilimakinac) — Arrival  of  La  Salle's  party  at     50 

description  of    50 

Portage — At  the  Saut  Ste.  Marie;  mention 50,  51 

Pottawattomie  Indian  Chief,  mention  in  explanatory  note...     53 

Pottawattomie  Island — Mention  of  in  explanatory  note 53 

Poules  d'  Inde  (Wild  Turkeys) — Mention  of 60 

used  as  food  by  Indians  and  explorers,  great  numbers 

of,  etc 60 

Poutouatamis    (  Indian    Tribes) — Mention 53 

Poutouatamis   (Indian  Village) — Poutouatamis  of  the  Island 

visited  by  La  Salle  and  party 53,  54,  56,  57,  58,  59 

Prairie  Men — Issati  Indians IQO 

Presents — Always  used  in  trading  or  treating  with  Indians; 

Indians  make  presents  to  La  Sal'e 64 

Presents — Made  by  Monso,  Mascouten  chief  to  Illinois  Indians, 

mention    84 

Provence,  France — Climate  of  compared  to  that  of  Illinois.  ...     89 

Puants  !"  ^^^  ^^'  'Green  Bay)— Mention 53,  61,  99 

Rattlesnake— Indian  killed  by 98,  99 

Recollects — Reformed  Fathers  of  St.  Francis. 

a  branch  of  the  order  founded  by  St.  Francis  of  Assisi, 

about  1210. 
called  Recollects  or  Rccollots  from  thoir  desire  for  re- 
tirement. 
F'ranciscan  Friars,  known  as  such  in  France,  Belgium 

and  Holland,  mention 45 
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join  La  Salle's  expedition -17 

known  as  "Grey  Friars"  or  Grey  "Gowns."  mention 45 

Recol'.eet  Visionaries— La  Salle  makes  i)rovisions  for  in  case 

of  desertion  by  others  of  his  party |i<i 

mention "^ . 

mention  of,  as  accompanying  La  Sale's  party 4(5 

writings  important  in  history  of  Mississippi  Valley.  ...      45 

Ribourde.  Father  Gabriel  de  la— Recollect  priest,  companion 
of  La  Salle,  born  in  Burgundy,  France,  about  Kilu: 
died  in  Illinois:   killed  by  Kickapoo  Indians. 

a  Franciscan  Friar  chosen  to  accompany  La  Salle 45 

advises  Hennepin  to  continue  voyage  of  discovery 94 

death  of,  killed  by   Indians 135 

gives    blessing   to    Hennepin   and    party    as   they    leave 

Fort  Crevecoeur   ^-^ 

mention  

57.  59.  GO.  62.  (iS.  70,  71,  78,  87,  88,  92,  93,  94,  i:'.3.  135.  13. 

Rice  (Wild)— Mention  99,  100 

Rivers  Mentioned  by  Hennepin— Black  River -^a 

Buffalo  River   ^^ 

Colbert  River  

81,  82,  86,  87.  90.  91.  92,  93.  94,  96.  97.  98.  99.  101 

Issati  or  Nadoussion  River 9^ 

Meschasipi   (  Colbert  River) 81-  9'^ 

Miamis  River   ^'6,  67,  68,  69,  71 

Niagara  River  ^' 

Nimissakouat  River —  •  ■     9^ 

Onisconsin  or  Misconsin  River 97.  98.  .^9 

Otontenta  River   97 

St.  Francis   (Rum)   River   •      ^9 

Seignelay  River  or  Islinois 69,  98 

Tomb  River  ^^'  ""^iK 

Rouen   ( France )  ]\Iention    *^ 

Roman   Cathoic   Church— Religious   orders   of   prominent    in 

missionary  work  in  N.  Amer f'7 

Rum  River — Mention  of,  in  note. 
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Sagamity    (Cooked    Indian    Corn) Method    of   preparation    by 

the  Indians  for  food.  Hennepin's  account  of •j2 

Sailors— Engaged  by  La  Salle  for  expedition 44 

St.  Anthonv  of  Padua— Born  Lisbon  1195,  died  Padua  1231. 
one  of  the  early  leaders  of  the  order  of  Franciscan 
Monks. 

adopted  at  desire  of  Hennepin  as  the  protector  of  La 
Salle's  enterprise,  and  the  first  chapel  erected  in 
Louisiana   to   be    named    after   him,    if   expedition 

was   successful    •. •     •^*) 

mention  of 99,  100 

St.  Anthony  Falls— Named  by  Hennepin •'■• 

St.  Bonaventure— Mention    -  ■  ■  ■    '  '*0 

St.   Claire — Founder  of  order   of     Franciscan     nuns.     Clara 
Sciffi  d'Assisi,  born  1194,  founder  of  female  order  of  the 
Clarisses,   1212,   Cordo'iers  or  Gray   Sisters   and   other 
orders.     Died  Aug.  12,  1253. 
—82 
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St.  Claire,  Lake  of — Named  for  saint,  entered  by  La  Salle  and 

party  on  that  saint's  day,  Aug.  12;  named  in  honor  of. .     47 

mention 48 

see  Michigan  Pioneer  Collections,  vol.  3,  pp.  6.50-651. 

description  of   47 

description  of  neighboring  country   47,  48 

St.  Croi.x  River — Mention   105 

mention  of  in  explanatory  note 98 

St.  Francis  of  Assisi  (Francis  Bernardone) — Founder  of  the 
Franciscan  order  of  priests  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  founded  about  1210;  born  at  Assisi  1182  (or 
1181),  died  1226. 

missionary  of,  care  by  Hennepin;    rescue  of 57,  60 

missionaries    of    (Recollects);     religious    order    called 

"Grey  Gowns"  or  "Bare  Feet)"  by  the  Indians....     92 
St.  Francis  River  (Rum  River) — Name  given  by  La  Sal'.e.  ...     99 

St.  Joseph's  River  of  Lake  Michigan — Mention 66 

Saint  Lawrence — Feast  of,  mention 4  / 

Sainte  Marie  du  Long  Sault — Indian  tribe  near,  called  Sault- 

eurs  52 

Sakinam  Bay — Mention   49 

Sault  Sainte  Marie — Described 50 

deserters  of  La  Salle's  party  arrested  at 53 

one  of  the  important  passes  for  all  the  Indians  of  the 

west  and  north ;  mention 52 

Saulteurs — Name  given  to  Indian  tribes  of  Sainte  Marie  du 

Long  Sau't  52 

Schouten.  Antoine — Publisher  of  Utrecht  edition  of  1698  of 

Hennepin's  travels 45 

Seignelay  River   (Islinois  River,  Kankakee) — Channels  deep 

enough  for  large  flatboats;  mention 97 

description   of    71,   72 

mention   69,  75,  98 

Seigniory  of  Fort  Frontenac — See  Fort  Frontenac 42,  43 

Seine    River    (France) — Compared    by    Hennepin    with     the 

river  of  the  Illinois   77 

Shea,  Dr.  John  Gilmary  D. — Translation  of  Hennepin's  "De- 
scription de  la  Louisaine"  of  1683.     Mention 45 

Ship  Building — The  first  on  Upper  Lakes,  at  Crevecoeur  in  the 

Illinois ;   mention   88,  89 

Sickness — Among  men  of  La  Salle's  party;  mention 60 

Singing — Indian  tribes  fond  of 104 

Siouan  (Sioux) — Indian  family;  tribes  beyond  the  Mis-,issippi. 

Sioux    Indians — Hennepin   and   party   captured   by lOO-lOo 

Soto,  Ferdinand  de — Spanish  explorer  in  Mississippi  valley 
born  about  15i(0,  died  1542.     The  relation  of  his  voyage 

mentioned  by  Hennepin 81 

South  Bend,  Indiana — Site  of  the  present  city  of,  mentioned  in 

explanatory  note 60 

South  Sea — Mention 44 

Spirits — Indians  so  styled  the  French;    mention 65 

Squashes — Used  as  article  of  food  by  La  Salle's  party 56 

Stockade — Placed  around  Fort  Crevecoeur 88 
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Superior  T.ake — Mention  103 

]  a  Salle  restrittetl  in  his  trade  with  the  savages  ahout 
the  outlets  of 44 

Talon.  I\l.  Jean  Haptiste — Letter  to  the  great  Colbert  at  Paris 

giving  views  as  tto  French   colonial   policy 41.   42 

Taniaroa  (or  Maroa,  a  tribe  of  the  Illinois  Indians) — men- 
tion by  Hennepin 96 

Tears,  Lake  of  ( Pepin ) — Mention 98 

"Te   Deum" — Custom    re'ating   to;    chanting  ol 47,   48 

Thieving — Among    Indians,    anecdotes   of 61.    62,    63,    64 

Tinthonha  (Indian  Tribes)  —  Prairie-men,  mention 100 

Tobacco — Used  as  article  of  exchange  by  traders  with  Indians. 

as  present  to  Indians,  etc.:   mention ...  .80.  95.  101,  102.  10:! 

Tomb  River — Sneleton  of  an  Indian  found  near;  mention....    10(t 
why   so  called 98 

Tonti    (Tonty).    Henri    de — Italian    explorer   and    soldier    in 
French   service;    La  Sal  e's   lieutenant:    commandant   in 
the  Illinois;   born  in  Italy,  probably  Naples,  16.50;   died 
at  Fort  St.  Louis.  Mobile,  1704. 

accompanies  La  Salle  and  party  from  France 44,  45 

arrival  of  at  Fort  of  the  Miamis 68 

arrival  of  awaited  by  La  Sal'.e  and  party 67 

devotion  to  La  Salle 44 

first  meeting  with  La  Salle,  enters  the  service  of 44 

lett  by  La  Salle  as  commandant  at  Fort  Crevecoeur.  ...     93 

loses  guns  and  baggaee  by  upsetting  of  canoe 69 

meeting  with  Hennepin 45 

mention 88 

personal  characteristics  of 44 

sent  by  La  Salle  to  arrest  deserters 53 

Tula — Indian  nation  mentioned  in  "Relation  of  the  Voyage  of 

Ferdinand  de  Soto,"  reference  to  by  Hennepin 81 

Turkevs    (Wild) — Used    as    food   by    Indians   and    explorers: 

'mention   60,  101.  102,  104 

Upper  Peoria  Lake — Mention   78 

Vespers — Singing  of  on  holidays  and  Sundays  at  Fort  Creve- 
coeur. mention    88 

Villages  (Indian) — Miamis.  Mascoutens  and  Oiationon,  men- 
tion              71 

West  India  Islands — French  Colonies  in.  might  be  supplied 
with  food  stuffs  from  the  Mississippi  valley:  opinion 
of  Hennepin    "•> 

White  Fish — Description  of  manner  of  catching  by  Outtaou- 

actz  Indians 51,52 

Wild  Cattle  (  Pisikious  or  Buffalo)— Described 72.  73,  74,  75 

mention     S*? 

Wild  Rice — Growth  of;   its  u?es  bv  the  Indians 99 

Wild  Turkeys   (  Poules  d'Inde  )— Mention  of 60,  101,  102,  104 

Wine — Made  from  wild  grapes  by  La  Salle's  party  for  cele- 
bration of  mass,  mention 60.  61,  88 

Wisconsin  River — Mention  of  in  note 98 

mention   of  in  explanatorv  note   to  Hennepin's  narra- 
tive      ' 105 
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Women — Of  the  Miamis  Indians,  spin  wool  of  buffaloes 74 

manner  of  curing  buffalo  meat 74 

Wooden  Canoes   (Parraketts  or  Piroques) — Used   by  Indians     7.S 
You,   Pierre  "The  Picard" — Pierre  You  d'Youville  de  la  De- 

couverte;  his  real  name  was  Anthony  Augue!le  (caled 

the  Picard). 

all  of  La  Salle's  party   were  ennobled   on   account  of 
participation  in  the  expedition. 
Zenobius,    father — Father    Zenobius    Membre,    Jefluit;-    see 

Membre. 
Zenoble,  Father — Zenobius  Membre,  Jesuit;   see  Membre. 

cabin  of,  at  Fort  Crevecoeur  used  as  a  chapel  in  which 

to  say   mass    88 

encourages  La  Salle's  party  to  continue  explorations.  .     78 

mention 79,  93,  133,  13.5.  137 
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Akansa — Siouan  tribe  of  Indians. 

Akansas  Indians — Conduit  I. a  Salle  to  village  of  the  Talusas, 

villages    of    mentioned 109 

Algonquin — See    Ilgonquines. 

Alighin  River — Early  name  given  the  Ohio  River Ill 

Autray,  Sienr  de — Title  of  nobility  given  Jean  Bourdon,  foot 

note     ■ 113 

Autrv.  Sieur  de  (Jean  Bourdon) — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Ver- 
bal"        113 

Barbie,  Gabriel    (  Barbier  or  Minime) — Captures  two  Indians 

of  the  Chikacha  nation;    mention 108 

Boisrondet,  Francois  de — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Bourdon,  Jean  Francois  (Sieur  d'  Autry) — Companion  of  La 

salle:    signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Canes  in  marshes  along  Mississippi    river:    mention 110 

Cauchois.  Jaques — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Chaouans  (Indian  Tribes) — Mentioned  by  La  Salle  as  among 

the  tribes  with  whom  he  had  formed  a'.liance Ill 

Chepontias   River — Mention    109 

Chekagon   River    (Chicago) — Ice  in.   arrests  i)rogress  of   La 

Salle  and   party:    mention 107 

Chicago  Portage — Mention,  foot  note 107 

Chicago  River — Mention,  foot  note 107 

Chikacha  ( Indian  Tribes) — Presents  given  to  by  La  Salle:  La 

Sa'le  angry  with  them  on  account  of  their  deception..   108 

capture  of  two  of  this  nation  by  Gabriel  Barbie 108 

Chikachas   (Indian  Tribe) — Fog  prevents  La  Salle's  finding 

place  of  rendezvous  with 100 

Chikachas  (Indian  Tribes) — La  Salle  forms  alliance  with.  .  .  .   Ill 

Chikachas  River — Ear'.y  name  given  the  Ohio  River Ill 

Christian  Religion — Cross  the  symbol  of 112-113 

to  be  established  in  all  countries  annexed  by  the  King 

of  France:    mention    112 

Colbert  River  (or  Mississippi) — Indian  tribes  dwelling  along: 

mention     Ill 

La  Salle  and  party  first  reach 107 

La  Salle  reascends  the  river:  prepares  a  column  and  a 
cross,   to   which   the   arms  of   France   are  affixed,   with 

an  inscription    Ill 

mention    lOf!,    107 

mouth  of  the  river  discovered  and  exp'ored !!(•,   Ill 

three  channels  of,  discovered  I)y  La  Sal'e 110 

Cross — A  symbol  of  the  Christian  religion  erected  by  order 

of  the  King  of  France  in  all  new  countries 113 

cross  and  column  erected  by  La  Sa'le  on  bank  of  Mis- 
sissippi  river,  to  which  the  arms  of  France  were 

affixed,   with   an   inscription:    mention Ill 

Desplanes  River   (Chicago  River) — Mention  in  foot  note....   107 
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"Discovery  of  the  Mississippi" — Falconer's  "Discovery  of  the 

Mississippi,"  mention  in  note   106 

Domine  Saivum  Fae  Regem — Chanted  by  La  Salle's  party  at 
the    erection    of    the    column    on    taking   possession    of 

l^ouisiana    lH 

singing  of,  mention 113 

Drums — Beaten  by  Indians  when  preparing  for  war 110 

Diilignon,  Jean — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 11.3 

Edwards,  Ninian  W — Illinois  author:  first  state  superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction;  born  Kentucky  1809,  died 
Illinois   1889. 

Edwards  History  of  Illinois — Reference  to  in  foot  note 107 

Exaudlat — Chanted  by  La  Sa  le's  party  at  the  erection  of  the 

column  on  taking  possession  of  Louisiana 107 

Falconer,  Thomas — Author  of  "Discovery  of  the  Mississippi," 

mentioned  in  explanatory  note  lUG 

Firearms — Salutes  of  firearms  on  the  erection  of  the  column 

by  La  Salle  in  Louisiana Ill,  112 

France-^Arms  of,  affixed  to  cross  erected  by  La  Salle  on  the 

taking  possession  of  Louisiana HI 

"Arms  of  France"  engraved  on  leaden  plate  with  Latin 
inscription  buried  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  to  which 
cross  was  attached  by  La  Salle  on  the  taking  posses- 
sion of  Louisiana 112 

French,   B.   F. — Historical   Collections  of   Louisiana,   Part  1; 

mention  of  in  explanatory  note 106 

French — Members  of  La  Salle's  party;  numbers  of 107 

Frenchman  (Pierre  Prudhomme) — Of  La  Salle's  party  lost  in 

the    woods    108,    109 

Gift  Giving — See  presents. 

Gulf  of  Mexico — Mention   106,  112 

Historical  Collection  of  Louisiana,  Part  1  (Fiench's),  men- 
tion of  in  explanatory  note 106 

Huronnes — Women  of  the  tribe  accompany  La  Sale 107 

"H.  W.  B."— Initials  of  H.  W.  Beckwith,  editor  of  this  vol- 
ume, signed  to  descriptive  and  explanatory  notes 

106,  107,  112,  113 

Ilgonquines(    ( Indian  tribes) — Women  of  the  trioe  accompany 

La    Salle    107 

Illinois   Indian  tribes  mentioned  by  La  Sal.e  as  one  of  the 

tribes  with  whom  he  had  made  alliance Ill 

Illinois.    History  of — By   Ninian   W.   Edwards,   mention    foot 

note     107 

Iiinois,  vi.lage  of — Mention 107 

Imaha   (Indian  Village) — One  of  the  largest  villages  of  the 

Akansa  nation    109 

peace  treaty  made  there  by  La  Salle   109 

Indian  Tribes — Mentioned  in  the  "Proces  Verbal:" 

Akansa    109 

Akansas    109 

Chickasaws   108,  111 

Chikachas   108,  111 

Huronnes    107 
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Ilf^onqiiines    Ill 

Illinois     Ill 

I maha    109 

Kious    (or    Nadouessions) Ill 

Koroas     Ill 

rvlascoiitens 107 

Mosigameas Ill 

Motantees     Ill 

Nadouessions    ( Kious )    Ill 

Natc'hes    Id!),  1 1 1 

Otrhipoises   107 

Taensas    109 

Talusas     109 

Indian  Villaiies — .Mentioned  in  the  "I'roces  Verbal:" 

Akansas     109 

Illinois     107 

Jason    109 

Ka]jalia     (of    Akansa) 109 

Koroas    Ill 

Kouera    1 09 

Maheouala    11" 

Maroa    107 

Oumas    109 

Tourika     109 

Jason    (Indian    Vilage) — Mention 109 

Kapaha  ( Indian  Vil  age) — Of  Akansa.  mention  109 

peace  treaty  made  there  by  La  Salle   109 

Kious  (or  Nadouessions) — Indian  tribe,  mentioned  by  La 
Salle  among  the  tribes  with  whom  he  had  formed  al- 
liance       Ill 

Koroas  (Indian  Tribe) — Southern  tribe;  mentioned  by  La 
Salle  as  among  the  tribes  with  whom  he  had  made  al- 
liance       Ill 

peace  made  with  the  Koroas,  whose  chief  accompanied 

La  Salle  to  his  village;    peace  treaty  again  made....  109 

villages    of     109 

Kouera — Indian    Village    109 

Lake   (The) — lake  Michigan,  mentioned  in  foot  note 107 

La  Salle.  Nicholas  de  la — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

La  Salle.  Rene  Robert.  Sieur  de — Account  of  his  discoveries. 

etc 106-113 

"Arms  of  France"  erected  in  I  ouisiana  by Ill 

buries  leaden  plate  with  arms  of  France  and  Latin  in- 
scription, at  the  foot  of  the  tree  to  which  cross  was  at- 
tached      112 

requires  an   instrument  signed   and   deivered   to  him, 

known  as  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

takes   possession   of  the   country   of   Louisiana   in    the 

name  of  the  King  of  France   Ill 

translation  of  Latin  inscription,  foot  note 112 

witness  and  signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Leaden  Plate — Buried   by   La  Salle  at   foot  of  tree  to   which 

cross  was  attached:    inscription,   translation,   foot   note  112 
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Louis  XIV  of  France — Louis  de  Bourbon,  King  of  France  and 
of  Navarre,  reigned  1643-1715.     Born  1638,  died  1715. 
called  by  La  Salle  "the  eldest  son  of  the  church." 
La  Salle  takes  possession  of  Louisiana  in  the  name  of.  Ill 

mention    106,  107 

would  annex  no  country  to  his  crown  without  making 
it  his  chief  care  to  establish  the  Christian  religion 

therein ;     mention     112 

Louisiana — Extent    of    described Ill 

taken  possession  of  by  La  Salle,  ceremonies  attending, 

etc 111-113 

Maheouala — Indian  village  of  the  Tangibaos  nation,  mentioned 

in  "Proces  Verbal" lid 

Marine  Department  of  France,  at  Paris — Copies  of  documents 

from  archives  of,  mention  in  foot  note  106 

Maroa   (Indian  Village) — Arrival  of  La  Salle  at 107 

Mas,  .Jean — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 11:3 

Mascoutens    (Indian    Tribe) — Country   of   mentioned 107 

Membre,  Father  Zenobius — Recollect  missionary,  accompan- 
ies La  Salle:    mention li)7 

Mesigameas     (Indian     Tribe) — Mentioned     by     La     Sale    as 

among  the  tribes  with  whom  he  had  made  alliance.  .  .  .   Ill 
Metairie,  Jacques  de  la — Notary  of  Fort  Frontenac:    notary 

during  voyage  of  La  Salle  to  Louisiana 106,  107 

notary,   signs  the   "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Metsigmeas    ( Indian   Village) — Mention 1  .  .108-109 

Meucret.  Gilles — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Mexico,   Gulf   of — Mention    106 

Miamis  Country — La  Salle  departs  to  join  Tonty  in 107 

Michel,  Jean  (Surgeon) — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

Michigan    (The  Lake) — Mentioned  in  foot  note 107 

Mississippi  River  (River  Co  bert.     See  Colbert) — Mention  of 

Indian  tribes   dwelling  on Ill 

Motantees  (Indian  Tribe) — Mentioned  by  La  Salle  as  among 

the  tribes  with  whom  he  had  made  alliance Ill 

Natehes  (Maskoki  Tribe) — La  Salle  forms  alliance  with Ill 

mention   109 

New  England  Savages— Accompany  La  Salle  on  vovage  down 

the   River  Colbert    107 

Nobility — Titles  of  nobility  were  conferred  on  the  members  of 
La  Salle's  party  who  were  present  at  taking  possession 

of  Louisiana;   foot  note  113 

North  Pole— Mention   Ill,  112 

Ohio  River — Early  names  given  it,  mention  by  La  Salle Ill 

Otchipoises    (Indian    Tribe)Women    of   the  triPe   accompany 

La  Salle  down  the  River  Colbert 107 

Oumas,   Louisiana  Tribe    (Indian  Village) — La  Salle's  party 

pass  in  fog  without  knowing  it 109 

Pa'ms,    River    of — Mention 112 

Presents — Given  by  La  Salle  to  Chikachas 108 

"Proces  Verbal" — An  account  of  the  taking  possession  of 
T^ouisiana  by  La  Salle  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
France    106-113 
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historical    doc-ument,    translation    of luC-ll;] 

reprinted  from  Sparks'  "I.iie  ol'  La  Salle,"  published  in 

Boston,  1844;  mention  in  note 113 

Pimiteoui    (lipper  Peoria  Lake) — Mention 107 

Portage — Chicago  portage  mentioned  in  foot  note 107 

Recollect  Missionary — Accompanies  La  Salle,  mention 107 

Rivers — Mentioned  in  the  "Proces  Verha'. :" 

Alighin    river    Ill 

Chekagon    river    107 

Chikachas   river    Ill 

Colbert    river    10(J,    107,    110,    111,    112 

Ohio  river    Ill 

Palms,  river  of  1 1 2 

Stt.  Louis  river Ill 

Sipore    river    Ill 

Sledges — Used  to   convey  luggage 107 

St.   Germain   en   Laye — One  of  the   palaces  of  the   Kings  of 
France;  birthplace  of  Louis  XIV.;  town  of  France  about 
13  miles  from  Paris;  palace  now  a  museum  of  na- 
tional  antiquities, 
commission  given  to  Metairie  at,  to  act  as  notary  during 

the  voyage  of  La  Salle lin; 

St.  Louis  River — Early  name  given  the  Ohio  River;   mention   111 
Sipore  River — Early  name  given  the  Ohio  River;  mention...    Ill 

Southern  Indians  llo 

Sparks,   Jared — Note  by,   on   the   publication   of  the   "Proces 

Verbal ; "   foot  note    lOG 

Taensas   (Southern   Indian  Tribe — La  Salle's  party,  well   re- 
ceived by,  and  peace  concluded  with 109 

Tahisas   (Indian  Tribe) — Allies  of  the  Arkansas  Indians,  La 

Salle  conducted  to  their  villages  by  Akansas  Indians..   109 
Te  Deum — Chanted  by  La  SaL.e's  party  on  the  taking  posses- 
sion  of  Louisiana Ill 

Titles  of  N^obility — Conferred  on  La  Salle  and  party  for  their 

discoveries  in  Mississippi  valley 113 

Tonty,  Henri  de — Examines  the  middle  channel  of  the  River 

Colbert;    mention    llo 

La  Salle  departs  to  join  Tonty  in  the  Miamis  country.   109 

passes  the  night  at  the  village  of  the  Taensas 109 

precedes  La  Salle  to  Miamis  country 107 

signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" .".  .  .    113 

Tourika   (Indian  Village) — Mention 109 

Upper  Peoria  Lake — Mention    107 

Vexilla — Singing  of,  on  the  taking  possession  of  Louisiana.  .  .   113 
Village   of    Southern    Indians — Name    unknown   to    La    Salle 

(probahly  the  Quinipissa) ;    mention 110 

Vive  le  Roi,  Cries  of — Mention   Ill,  112 

You,  Pierre — Signer  of  the  "Proces  Verbal" 113 

name  adopted  by  Anthony  AugueLe,  the  Picard,  on  be- 
ing ennobled  for  accompanying  La  Salle  on  voyage  113 
Zenob'e,    P.,    Recollect    Missionary — Signer    of    the    "Proces 

Verbal     113 
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INDEX  TO  THE  "WILL  OF  THE  SIEUR  DE  LA  SALLE.".  .    114 


La  Salle,  Robert  Cavelier.  EEquire.  Sieur  de  la  SaLe. — Seig- 
neur   and    governor    of    the    Fort    Frontenac    in    New 

France,    will    of 114 

Fort  Frontenac — Seigniory  and  property  of.  given     to    his 

cousin,  M.  Francois  Plet  by  La  Salle's  will 114 

Frontena( — Fort    114 

Illinois,    Country    of — Mention 114 

Miamis,   Country    of — Mention    114 

Montreal — La   Salle's   wi:i    made,   and    signed   at,    11  th    Aug., 

ltJ81     114 

Niagara — Property  at;    mention    114 

Plet,  Francois — A  merchant  of  Paris,  later  came  to  Canada; 

cousin  of  La  Salle  and  beneficiary  under  his  will 114 

Property — Illinois  country,  rights  to  land  in;   lands,  etc 114 

Miamis  country,  rights  to  land  in 114 

Niagara,  rights  in.  rents,  lands,  buildings,  etc 114 

seigniorv  of  Fort  Frontenac,  etc 114 
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INDEX  TO  THE  "i^EMOIR  OF  THE  SIEUR  DE  LA  SAI.I.E." 

115-125 


Animals — large  numbers  o(  in   Mississippi   val'ey lli> 

Antliropluif-'i — Barbarous    and    cannibal    nations,    mention    in 

explanatory    note     115 

( Antropoliases)    explanatory   note    115 

Barbier,    Gabriel    (Minime) — Companion    of    La      Sa'le,      de- 
scends middle  channel  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  116 
Barre,  Antoine  Joseph  le  Fevre.  M.  de  la — Governor  of  Can- 
ada 1682-1685;    succeeded   Frontenac;    died   l(i88:    sends 

Vital  to  collect  information  regarding  La  Sale 116 

writes   Colbert   of   the   imi)ortance   of   establishing    Ft. 
St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois  as  a  check  against  the  Ii'o- 

quois     123 

Bapaume.  France — A  toAvn  now  in  the  dcjiartment  of  Pas  de 
Calais,  P^rance;  then  in  the  Spanish  Netherlands. —  (  B. 
F.  French. ) 

Father  Zenoble.  guardian  of,  mention 116 

in   1682  Father  Membre  became  warden  of  a   religious 
house  at  Bapaume,  his  birthplace. 

Beavers — Killing  of  by  the  Illinois  Indians;  mention 122,  12:1 

Bourdon,   .lean    ( Sieur   d'Autray )    Mention 116 

Buffaloes — large  numbers  of  in  the  Mississippi  valley 119 

Canibal  Nations  among  North  American   Indians;   mention..    115 
Canada — Advantages  to.  to  be  derived  from  the  discoveries  of 

La  Salle    117 

mention     116.    117 

Cavalier — See  La  Salle. 

Christian  Religion — Establishment  of,  among  Indian  nations; 

mention     US 

Climate  of  Mississippi   VaLey — Mention 11!) 

Colbert,  Jean  Baptiste — Marquis  de  Seignelay,  son  of  Colbert 

the  elder;    mention    115 

Red  River   (Seignelay),  so  called  in  honor  of.  mention 

in   explanatory   note 120 

Colbert,  Monseigneur  (Jean  Baptiste) — La  Sale  addresses  pe- 
tition  to    115 

mention     117 

permits  la  SaLe  to  build  Ft.  St.  Louis  of  the   Illinois. 

and  grants  it  to  him  as  a  property;  mention 123 

"Proces    Verbal,"    document    signed    by    La    Salle    and 
companions,  addressed  to  and  p  aced  :n  ihe  hands 

of;    mention    116 

thinks   it   important  to   discover  a   port   for   vessels   in 

the  Gulf  of  Mexico;   mention   115 

Colbert  River — Capable  of  receiving  ships  of  every  descrip- 
tion,   etc 1 1  !> 

one    post,    established    toward    the    lower    pail    of    the 
river,    sufficient   to    protect   territory   against    invasion  120 
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probable   reason   why  the  Spaniards  neglected  the  ex- 

p'oration  of  the  River  Colbert;  mention 120 

provinces  which  adjoin  the  river,  rich  in  silver  mines; 

mention     118 

Colony— Established  by  La  Salle 115,  116 

Conquests,  of  the  French  Nation — By  land  and  sea;  La  Salle's 

predictions;    mention    IIS 

Dutch  newspapers — Mention  122 

Falconer,  Thomas — Reference  to  his  work  on  the  "Discovery 

of  the  Mississippi,"  see  foot  note llfi 

Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois- — La  Salle  hopes  co  continue  in 

tne  title  (propriete)  and  government  of H'i 

Fort  St.   Louis  of  tihe   Illinois;    mention llij 

mention   of  in   foot  note    122 

Colbert  permits  La  Salle  to  build  it,  and  grants  it  to 

him  as  a  property;  mention  12;^ 

the  only  source  of  satisfying  La  Salle's  creditors;  men- 
tion        116 

Fort    Frontenac — Building    of 122 

Forts — In  Mississippi   va  ley;    mention 124 

France — Advantages  to,  to  be  derived  from  the  discoveries  of 

La  Sal'.e;  mention 117 

imigration  from,  effect  on  population;  mention 124 

Frontenac,  Count  de — Effect  of  his  departure  on  Indian  allies;    122 

mention     123 

official  instrument  (Proces  Verbal)  placed  in  the  hands 

of  Colbert  by  the  Count  de  Frontenac;   mention..   IIG 

Furs — Indians  dispose  of  their  furs  at  Montreal 122 

Indians  of  the  Mississippi  valley  ignorant  of  value  of 

furs    119 

Fowls — Mention     120 

Gulf  of  Mexico — Mention   115,  117 

Hides — Mention    119 

Horses — Mention    120 

Hudson  Bay — Mention  of  in  La  Salle's  Memoir 121 

"H.  W.  B.."— Initials  of  H.  W.  Beckwith,  editor  of  this  vol- 
ume, sign  notes 115,  116,  122,  123 

Illinois  (Indian  Tribes)  —  Illinois  Indians  and  allies  traffic  in 

beavers ;  mention 122,  123 

Illinois  River — Starved  Rock  on  the  Illinois  River  near  Ot- 
tawa, 111.;  mention  in  explanatory  note 124 

Iron — Possibility  of  its  discovery  along  the  River  Colbert.  .  .  .    119 
Iroquois  (Indian  Tribes) — Defeated  at  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the 

Illinois 123 

mention     122 

feared   by   other   nations 12-''. 

La  Barre.  Le  Fevre  de — See  Barre. 

Lagny,    M.   de — Intendant-general    of   commerce   and    foreign 

affairs  of  France;    foot  note.     ( H.  W.  B.) 123 

proposed  in  1678  the  establishment  of  a  fort  to  keep  the 

Iroquois   in   check 123 

La  Sal'.e,  Nicholas  de — Companion  of  La  Salle,   mention    in 

explanatory  note;    ( not   a  relative) IIG 
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La   Salle,   Rene   Robert,    Sienr   de — Account   of   his   voyages, 

and   the   country   traversed,   etc 115 

agrees    to    complete   enterprise   within    one   yeai-,    asks 

support  for  one  year 1 1 S 

conquests  for  the  King  of  France  predicted  by 118 

Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  I.linois,  the  only  source  of  sat- 
isfying  La   Salle's    creditors 11(1 

grant  made  to  him  by  letters  patent  of  May  12,  1(178; 

mention     115 

hopes  to  continue  in  the  title  (propriete)  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 116 

memoir  of  the  Sieur  de  la  Salle  reporting  to  de  Seigne- 
lay  the  discoveries  made  by  him  under  the  order 

of  His  Majesty 115-125 

offers  to  descend  the  River  Colbeit  and  establish   fort 

nearer  the  sea ;    mention    123 

offers   to   undertake   voyage   of   discovery   at   his   own 

expense,  if  seigniory  of  forts  be  granted  him 1J5 

permittted   by   Colbert  to   build   Fort  St.    Louis,   of  the 

Ills,  and  the  fort  granted  him  as  property 123 

perseverance    of;    mention 115 

p'.ans  to  return  to  the  country  of  his  discovery  by  the 

mouth  of  the  River  Colbert,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  116 
statement   with   regard   to  the   profit  to   be   gained   by 

France  by  the  enterprise  of  La  Salle 117 

Levees  de  Terre — Hard  soil  covered  with  large  trees,  fo. low- 
ing regularly  the  banks  of  the  River  Colbert 124,  125 

Louis  XIV,  King  of  France — Mention  (his  majesty) 115,  117 

Louisiana — Great  natural  resources  of   118,  119 

Memoir  of  La  Salle — Reporting  of  M.  de  Seignelay  the  resu  ts 

of  his   voyage    115-125 

submitted  by  La  Salle  while  at  Paris  and  prior  to  the 

23d  of  March,  ltJ84;    mention  in   foot  note 115 

MeuUes,   M.   Jacques  de — Intendant  of   New   France,   Septem- 
ber, 1682,  to  July  1686. 

writes  Colbert  of  the  importance  of  establishing  Fort 
St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois  as  a  check  against  the  Iro- 
quois Indians 123 

Mexico — Mention     1 20.    121 

Mexico,    Gulf   of — Mention    117 

Mississippi  River — See  Colbert. 

Mississippi  Val  ey^ — Advantages  and  resources  of;    mention..    119 
description  of  its  animals,  climate  and  resources.  .119,  120 
offers    such    inducements    to    colonists    that    fears    are 
expressed   that  the   population   of   France   will    be 

diminished  in  consequence   124 

we  1  defended  in  the  interior  by  mountains 120 

Moors — Expulsion  of  from   Spain;    mention 124 

Mountains — Defend  the  Missisuppi  valley  against  foreign  in- 
vasion ;    mention    120 

Mines — Provinces  adjoining  the  River  Co'bert  rich   in   silver 

mines;    mention    118 

Montreal — Mention    122 
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New  Biscay — In  the  17th  century  the  most  northern  province 

of  Mexico;    memoir  respecting,  mention 135 

New  England— Mention    119,    121.   124 

newly  discovered  country  compared  to  New  England.    119 

New  France— Mention    121,  122.  125 

Newspapers — Published  by  the  Dutch,  tell  of  the  passage  of 

the  River  Colbert  to  the  sea;  mention 122 

Olive    Trees — Planting   of    in    the    Mississippi    valley    recom- 
mended by  La   Sallo   12  i 

Ottawa,  III. — Starved  Rock  on  the  Illinois  River,  a  few  miles 

below  Ottawa.  111.;   mention  in  explanatory  note 124 

Oxen — Mention     12ii 

Pennsylvania — .Mention    121 

Peru — Mention    124 

Post — Requirements  for  proposed   post  along  the  River  Col- 
bert        121 

"Proces  Verbal"  (  de  la  Louisiane) — Document  first  trans  atisd 

by  Jared  Sparks;    mention  in  foot  note ll(j 

Quebec — Fears  not  well  founded  that  the  commerce  of  Quebec 
might  be  injured  by  the  establishment  of  the  co  ony  in 

the   new   country 123 

Red   River    ( Seigne  ay   River) — Red    River   called    Seignelay 

River  in  honor  of  Jean  Baptiste  Colbert 120 

Roya"  Geographical  Society — Journal  of.  reference  to.  in  foot 

note    IK; 

Salle— See  La  Salle. 

Savages — Inconstancy  of;    mention 125 

Seignelay.   Marquis  de — Son  of  Colbert;    La   Salle's   Memoir 

submitted  to;   foot  note   115 

Seigne'ay  River — Red  River  called  Seignelay  in  honor  of  Jean 

Baptiste  Colbert;   mention  in  explanatory  note 120 

Seignelay  River — Branch  of  the  River  Colbert;    mention....   120 
Ships — Building  of  ships,   material   in   abundance  along  the 

River    Colbert;    mention 119 

Silver   Mines — Existence   of  in   Louisiana;    mention 118 

Spain — Causes  of  its  decrease  in  population;  mention 124 

Spaniards — Mention     124 

Sparks,  Jared — "Proces  Verbal."  translation  ci,  first  printed 

by;    mention    in   foot   note IIG 

Starved  Rock — On  the  Illinois  River  near  Ottawa.  111.;    men- 
tion in  explanatory  note   122 

Swine — Mention     120 

Temples — Among  the  Indian  nations 118 

Terres  Tremblants — Marshes  or  bogs;   mention 120 

Virginia — Mention     121 

the  newly  discovered  country  compared  in  resources  to 

Virginia    119 

Vital — Sent  by  la  Barre  to  collect  information  regarding  La 

Salle     116 

Zenobius   Father — Quardian   of  Bapaume 116 

Zenoble,  Father  (see  Membre) — Mention  in  La  Salle's  memoir  116 
report   of  as   missionary   who   accompanied   La    Sa'le; 

mention     116 
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INDEX  TO  LA  SALLE'S  LETTERS  PATENT— PP.  120-127. 

Buffalo  Skins — La  Salle's  party  granted  the  exclusive  i)rivilcge 

of  the  trade  in  Buffalo  skins 127 

Colbert,   Jean   Baptiste — Signs   letters   patent   gi-anted    to    La 

Salle     12: 

"Discovery  of  the  Mississippi" — By  Thomas  Falconer;  men- 
tion   in    foot    note 127 

Duchense         /    Jacques.  Sieur  de  la  Doussinieie — Intendant  of 

Duchesneau     \  New  France,  Sept.  lt)75  to  Sept.  1()82. 

Duchesneau,  Jacques,  Sieur  de  la  Doussiniere — Intendant  of 
New  France.  Sept.  1675  to  Sept.  1682. 
commanded    to   affix   his   signature     to     letters   patent 
granted  by  the  King  of  France  to  La  Salle;   mention.  .    127 

Falconer.  Thomas — His  manuscript  copy  of  the  origina'.  "Let- 
ters Patent,"  in  French,  corrected  and  translated: 
mention  in  explanatory  foot  note 127 

Fort  Frontenac — Other  forts  constructed  by  La  Salle  in  New 
France  to  be  held  on  the  same  conditions  as  Fort  Fron- 
tenac         127 

seigniory  and  government  of,  granted  to  La  Salle 126 

Forts — La   Salle  to  construct  forts  and  to  hold  them  on  the 

same  conditions  as  Fort  Frontenac 127 

France — Great  seal  of;  mention   127 

Louis  XIV,   King  of  France,   grants   letters   patent  to 

Robert  Cavelier.  sieur  de  la  Sal'e 127 

Frontenac,  Louis  de  Buade — Governor  anrl  lieutenant-general 
of  New  France;  born  in  France  1(j20.  died  in  Quebec 
1698. 

Sieur  de — Commanded  to  affix  his  signature  to  letters  patent 

granted  by  the  King  of  France  to  La  Salle 127 

Great   Seal   of  France — Letters   patent   granted   to   La    Salle, 

sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  France;   mention 127 

"H.  W.  B." — Editor  of  this  volume  signs  note 127 

La  Salle.  Rene  Robert  sieur  de — Given  five  years  ti3  accom- 
pish  his  enterprise,  in  default  of  which  letters  patent, 

etc.,   are   void    127 

letters   patent   issued   to  him   by  the   King  of   France; 

translation     126.    127 

restricted  in  his  trade  with  the  savages,  the  whole  to 

be  done  at  his  own  expense 127 

Letters  Patent — Granted  to  La  Salle  by  Louis  XIV,  King  of 

France;    translation    126.  127 

Louis  XIV,  King  of  France  and  of  Navarre — Letters  patent 

issued  by,  to  La  Salle 126.  127 

Mexico     ( Mexique )  — Mention 126 

Montreal — Indians   traffic   at.  . 127 

New  France — La  Salle  permitted  by  letters  patent,  granted 
by  the  King  of  France  to  endeavor  to  discover  the 
western  part  of  New  France 126 

Outaouacs  (Indian  Tribes) — La  Salle  prohibited  from  trad- 
ing   with     127 

Peltries — Trade  in ;    mention    127 

Petition  of  La  Salle  to  the  King  of  France — Mention 126 
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INDEX  TO  TONTY'S  MEMOIR— PP.  128-164. 


Ac-can.  Michael    (  Sieur  Deau.  "Dean") — Mention 13] 

Acorns — Tonty  and  party  subsist  on  acorns 130 

Abenalvis  Indian — Speaks  to  Tonty  in  Frencti 135 

Agoasto — Chief   of   the   Onnoutagues,    befriends    Tonty:    sets 

him  at  liberty  133 

Akancas  (Arkansas,  Siouan  Tribe) — Description  by  Tonly  of 

their  cabins,  country,  c  imate,  customs,  etc 139 

Akancas — Guides  given  La  Salle  by,  to  conduct  him  lo  their 

allies,   the   Taencas 139 

villages  of,  Cappa,  Ostony,  Toyengan  and  Toriman,  lo- 
cation of 139 

Alligators — Mention     140 

Ammunition — Frenchman  in  Tonty's  party  loses  bag  con- 
taining  ammunition    158 

box  of,  left  by  Tonty  in  the  hands  of  the  wife  of  the 

crief  of  the  Cadadaquis 158 

mention     159 

Anastatius  (Father  Douay) — A  Recollect  priest  in  La  Salle's 
party,    conceals    the    assassination    of    La    SaL.e    from 

Tonty     153 

accompanies  La  Salle  to  the  Illinois 159 

accompanies  La  Salle  in  search  of  M.  Moranget 160 

Duhault  confesses  to  Father  Anastatius,  given  absolu- 
tion         162 

his  life  spared  by  Lanctot 160 

Animals — Adoration  of  all  sorts  of  animas  by  the  Akancas 

(Arkansas)     Indians 139 

large  numbers  in   the  Mississippi  vallej^;    mention  by 

Tonty     144 

Archeveque,  .Jean  1' — Servant  of  Duhault;  mention 160 

Arkansas — House  built  by  Tonty  at:    Coutoure  stays  at.  .  .  .   154 
Tonty  contracts  a  fever  at  Arkansas 164 

Arkansas  (Indian  Tribe) — La  Salle's  party  wel'.  received  by.    146 

Arkansas  River — Frenchmen  granted  the  privilege  of  making 

a   settlement  on 150 

Arms  of  France — Tonty  and  party  encamp  in  the  place  on  the 
Mississippi  river  where  La  Sa"le  had  erected  the  arms 
of  France:   Tonty  erects  them  higher  up 150 

Assotoue — Location   of  Tonty's   trading  house 155 

Assotoue    (Indian    Tribe) — -Give    Tonty    two    women    of    the 

Cadadoquis    nation    155 

Barre    (Le  Febvre  de  la  Barre) — Governor  of  New   France, 
succeeds  Frontenac. 
served  French  governor  of  Canada  from  Sept.  1682  to 

Aug.  1685. 
directed  to  deliver  up  to  M.  de  Foret  lands  belonging  to 

La  SaUe    148 

orders  Tonty  to  leave  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois...  148 


INDKX  507 

sends  letters  by   the   Chevalier  de   Bogis  ordering    La 

Salle    to    Quebec 147 

Bays — Mentioned  by  Tonty  in  Memoir:  Bay  of  the  Puans.  . .  .    136 
Beads — Necklace  of  porcelain  beads  given  Tonty  by  li-oquois 

Indians     133 

glass  beads  given   in   exchange  for   pearl   necklace   to 

wife  of  Indian  chief,  by  Tonty Ill 

used  as  articles  of  merchandise  and  exchange  by    In- 

■1  ians     151) 

Beauvais  de  Tilly    (Charles   le  Oardeur.   Sieur  de  Tilly — See 

Tilly. 
Beavers — Few  beavers  in  the  Mississippi  va  ley;   mention  by 

Tonty     144 

Beaver  Skins — Six  packets  of  beaver  placed  before  Tonty  at 

the  council  held  with  the  Iroquois;   significance  of....    135 
Bellefontaine,  Sieur  de — Left  in  command  of  the  Fort  of  Bon- 

homme     151 

Boat  (The  Griffin) — Bui.ding  of.  mentioned  by  Tonty 129 

La  Salle  begins  the  building  of  a  boat 131 

La  Salle  hears  nothing  from  the   boat  which   he  had 

sent    to    Niagara    131 

Boat    (The  Little   Brigantine) — La  SaL.e's  party  embark    in; 

name  given   in  explanatory  note 128 

Boat — One  of  La  Salle's  boats  lost  through  the  obstinacy  of 

the    pilot    129 

Bogis      )  Louis  Henri  de,  Seigneur  de  Villecien,  Chevalier  de 
Baugis    [  Died  172(J.     Sent  by  La  Barre  to  seize  La  Sal'e's  po-^t 
Baugy     )  of  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois. 

In  possession  of  a  p'ace  belonging  to  M.  de  la  Forest, 
who  had  accompanied  La  Salle  to  France;    mention..    148 
La  Salle  meets  with,  is  bearer  of  letters  from  M.  de  la 

Barre  ordering  La  Salle  to  Quebec 147 

retires  from  his  command  of  the  fort  of  St.  Louis  of 
the   Illinois  by  orders  brought  by  Tonty  from   M. 

de    la    Barre    148 

Bonhomme,  Fort  of — Mention 150 

Brandv — Great  quantities  in  posession  of  the   English;    men- 
tion         152 

Brigantine    (The  Little) — boat,  mentioned  in  explanatory  note  128 

Buccaneer    ( English — Mention    161,   162 

Buffaloes — Large  numbers  in  the  Mississippi  valley;  mention  144 
Cabins  built  by  the  Indians  near  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Ill- 
inois as  a  protection  against  the  Iroquois  Indians.  147 
ceremony  attending  the  entrance  to  the  cabin   of  the 

chief  of  the  Cadadoquis    157 

finding  of  a  number  of  cabins  near  Sturgeon  Creek  by 
Tonty  and  party,  which  leads  them  to  expect  soon 

to  find  the  savages   137 

made  of  mud  by  the  Taencas   Indians;    mention 140 

mention     139 

mention  of  by  Tonty  as  the  place  where  they  had  left 

their  provisions,  near  the  Poutouatamis  village...    136 
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Tonty,  with  the  Recollects  and  three  Frenchmen,  left  in 

cabin  by  the  Iroquois   Indians 133 

Caches — (Means  places  of  concealment)  of  Indian  corn  of  the 

Illinois  Indians.     Tonty  takes  corn  from 130 

mention     136 

Cadadaquis   i      (Indian  Tribe)  — 

Cadadoquis    -     (Caddoes)  — 

Chaaoquis     \     Ambassadors  from,  murdered  by  Indians  of  the 

Nachitoches,    Ouasita   and    Capiche....   15C 
Ambassadors   from,   murdered   by   Indians  of 

the  Nachitoches,  Ouasita  and  Capiche...   15G 
cabins  of,  fields,  language,  occupation,  etc.;  description 

by   Tonty    157 

customs  of 157,  158 

governed    by    a   woman 156,    157 

language  of   157 

possess  horses  which  they  call  "cavali" 158 

propose  to  accompany   M.   Cavalier  if  he   would   fight 

against    the    Spaniards 154 

Tonty  and  party  reach  Cadadoquis 162 

Tonty  arrives  at  village  of  Cadadoquis;    woman   who 
governs  the  tribe;  demands  revenge  for  the  death  of 

her    husband     157 

tribe  tattooed    153 

two  women  of  the  Cadadoquis  nation  given  to  Tonty  by 

the    Assotoue    Indians 155 

united  with  two  other  villages  caUed  Natchitoches  and 

Nasoui  situated  on  the  Red  River 157 

Calumet — Danced  by  the  Illinois  Indians 131 

danced  by  the  Indians  at  the  village  of  Cappa 139 

danced  by  the  Indians  at  the  village  of  the  Kappas  for 

Tonty,  which  confirmed  the  last  a'liance 155 

danced  by  two  Akancas  Indians  for  Tonty  at  Fort  St. 

Louis  of  the  Illinois  153 

Calumet  (Pipe)- — Indian  chief  of  the  village  of  Cappa  visits 

La  Salle  with  calumet  139 

symbol  of  peace,  mention  by  Tonty 130 

Tonty  offers  to  carry  the  Calumet  to  Indians  who  ap- 
pear hostile;  signs  of  friendship  offered  by  Indians  142 

Tonty  presents  calumet  to  Tamaraas  Indians 147 

Tonty  refuses  to  accept  the  calumet  from  the  Naouadi- 

che   tribe    159 

Canal — A  great  canal  which  went  towards  the  sea  on  the  right, 
mentioned  by  Tonty  on  their  voyage  down  the  Missis- 
sippi river    140 

Cane   Mats^ — Mention    140 

Canoe — Tontv  embarks   in  canoe  to  meet  La   Salle  at   Lake 

Erie    129 

mention     142 

upsetting  of  Tonty's  canoe,  loss  of  provisions,  etc....   130 
Canoes — Burning  of  the  canoes  of  the  Qninipissas  Indians  by 

La   Salle    146 

Iroquois  Indians  make  Elm  Bark  canoes 134 
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made  of  e:m  and  sent  l)y  Tonty  to  Fort  St.  Josepli 151 

Taencas  Indians  use  wooden  canoes 142 

Capiche  (Indian  Tribe)  Indian  Vi.lage — Chiefs  of  the  three 
nations.  Nachitoches  Ouasita  and  Capiche,  assemble; 
Tonty  makes  present  to   1.56 

Capiche  Indian  Vi.lage — Guides  given  by  the  Capiche  chief  to 

Tonty  to  conduct  him  to  the  village  of  Yataches 1.5G 

Cappa  (Indian  Village  of  the  Akancas) — Arrival  of  La  Salle 

at     1.39 

Indian  chief  of,  visits  La  Sa'.le  with  the  calumet 139 

Carolina — Mention     149 

Cavelier.  Jean — Sulpitian  priest,  brother  of  La  Salle. 

accompanies   La   Salle   to   the    II  inois 159 

asks  to  go  and  bury  the  body  of  his  brother 161 

assures  Tonty  of  the  good  health  of  La  Salle;  conceals 

his  assassination;   is  loaned  700  francs  by  Tonty..    153 
Cadadoquois  Indians  propose  to  accompany  Cavelier  to 

fight  against  the   Spaniards 154 

Cavelier  and   Father  Anastatius  assist  Duhault   when 

he  is  attacked    162 

departs  for  France  in  the  spring  of  1687   (1688) 153 

finds  Tonty's  abode  in  Arkansas,  goes  from  thence  to 

the    Illinois    163 

given  a  share  of  the  property  taken  from  Duhault  and 

Lanctot     162 

life  of  spared  by  murderers  of  La  Salle 161 

Cavelier,  John  Baptiste.  Sieur  de — Nephew  of  La  Salle,  ac- 
companied him  on  his  last  voyage. 

accompanies  La  Salle  to  the  Illinois 159 

conceals  the  death  of  La  Salle  from  Tonty 153 

Cavalier — See  La  SaF.e. 

Cavali  (Spanish,  Caballo.  a  horse) — Cadadoquois  Indians  call 

their   horses   "cavali" 158 

Chacoumas  ( Indian  Tribe) — Chacoumas  attack  a  Chaganon  of 

Tonty's  party    155 

Chaganon  (Indian  Tribe) — A  slave  of,  accompanies  Tonty  to 

the    village    of    Naouadiche 158 

Chaganon    of    Tonty's    party    hunting,    is   attacked    by 

Chacoumas   155 

Chaganons — Mention  1  GO 

fifty  Chaganons  join  Tonty  on  his  journey  to  Detroit.  .   151 

Channels — of  the  Missis  ippi  river  found  by  La  Salle's  party 

to  be  wide  and  deep   143 

Chawanons  or  Shawnees  (Indian  Tribe) — Establish  them- 
selves near  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 147 

Illinois,    Chawanons    (Shawnees)    and    thirty    French- 
men  accompany   Tonty  to   the   sea 149 

Chicagon  Portage — Mention 138 

Chicagon  (Chicagou)  River — Arrival  of  La  Salle's  party  at, 
in   June  1683    (1682). 

La  Salle  and  party  make  sledges  and  drag  their  bag- 
ease  over  the   ice  on    river 138 

Chicaou.    Fort  of 149 
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Chikasas  (Indian  Tribe) — Called  fiat  heads;  process  of  flat- 
tening  heads   of    infants    d(  scribed 138,    139 

La  Salle  sends  one  of  the  Chickasas  back  to  his  village 

with    presents 139 

Choye    (  Indian    Tribe    and    Vilage) — Chiefs    of    villages    of 
Choye,   Nadas  and   Yataches,   make   feasts   for   Tonty: 
Tonty  gives  presents  to,  and  asks  for  guides  to  the 
Cadadoquis  Indians 156 

Christianity — Establishment    of    among   the    Illinois    Indians 

hindered  by  the  practice  of  polygamy  among  them 145 

Christmas    Day — Mention 129 

Colbert,  M.  Jean  Baptiste — La  Sale  obtains  concessions  from 
the  king  of  France  which  he  desired,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  M.  Colbert 128 

Conti   (Conty)   Louis  Armand  de  Bourbon — Prince  de  Conty, 
nephew  of  the  great  Conde,  born  1661,  died  1685. 
patron  of  La  Salle;  mention 128 

Copper — Found  in  the  river  of  the  Illinois 145 

Corn  (Indian,  Maize) — Chief  article  of  food  of  Illinois  In- 
dians;  method  of  storing,  etc.;   mention 

129,   130,   131,   141,   143.   152 

Coroas  River — River  Coroas  found  by  Tonty 163 

Coroas  Indian  Village — Guide  conducts  Tonty  to 162 

Tonty  arrives  at;   savages  of  the  village  receive  party 

well  and  prepare  feasts  for  them 163,  164 

Tonty  sends  two  of  his  people  and  the  Frenchman  with 

whom  he  had  quarreled,  to  Coroa 165 

Council— With  Iroquois  Indians  he'd  by  Tonty..  132,  133,  134,  135 

Country  of  the  Illinois — See  Illinois. 

Country  of  the  Sioux — Mention  of,  in  Tonty's  Memoir 143 

Coutoure   (Guillamo?) — Brines  two  Akansas  Indians  to  Fort 

St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 153 

informs  Tonty  of  the  death  of  La  Salle 153 

relates  to  Tonty  the  reasons  why  Cavalier  concealed  the 

death  of  La  Sale  154 

Crevecoeur,  Fort — In  the  Illinois  country;  building  of,  neces- 
sary to  fortify  La  Salle's  party  during  the  winter 131 

Crevier  (Gravier?)  Rev.  Father — Accompanies  Tonty  to  Mis- 
silimakinac  and  afterwards  to  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the 
Illinois    153 

Daloy    (Douay?)    Father — A   .Tesuit  priest,   accompanied    Du- 

rantaye  to  For  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 148 

Deau 

Sieur  (Michel  Accan) — La  Salle  sends  a  Father  Rec- 
ollect (Hennepin)  with  the  Sieur  Deau  to  discover  the 
nation  of  the  Sioux ;  mention 131 

Denonville  (Jacques  Rene  de  Brisay,  Marquis  de  Denonvil'e) 
Monseigneur — Governor  of  Canada  1685-1689;  died  1710. 
Succeeds  M.  de  la  Barre  as  Governor  of  Canada;  writes 
Tonty  of  La  Sa'le's  whereabouts 149 

Denonville,  M.  de  la — Tonty  sends  La  Foret'  to  inform 
Denonville  of  his  movements:  he  joins  Tonty  at  Fort 
Les  Sables 152 
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nu'iuioii    1 50 

Deserters — Effect    of    the    desertion    of    la    Salle's    men    on 

the    savages;    mention \?,] 

found  at  the  vi  lage  of  the  Naoudiches IGi 

Punished  by  La  Salle  132 

put  poison  in  the  kettles  of  La  Sa  le's  party 131 

Tonty  sent  to  look  for  deserters 129,  130 

Detroit — Distance  from   Niagara:   mention 129 

La  Salle  directs  Tonty  to  meet  him  at 129 

Sieur  de  la  Foret  awaits  the  coming  of  Tonty  at L51 

Dog  Feast  (  Festin  de  Chien) — Tonty  gives  a  dog  feast  to  the 

savages    151 

Dogs — Eaten   hy   La  Salle's  party 1G3 

r»ouay.  Father  Anastatius  (See  Anastatius). 

Duhaut  ( l>ahau  t)  M.  M. — A  member  of  La  Salle's  last  expe- 
dition; assassin  of  La  Salle;  himself  kil  ed  by  Heins.  .  . 

l(;i,  162 

accompanies  La  Salle  to  the  Illinois  country 159 

Duhault  and  Lanctot  detern\ine  to  kill   1  a  Sal  e IfiO 

English    buccaneer   Heins.   or   "English    .Jem,"   avenges 

death  of  La  Sa  le   lOl,  1(;2 

Father  Anastatius  and  M.  Cavelier  assist  Duhault  when 

shot    1(12 

Servant  of,    (  L'Archeveque)  ;    mention 160 

Du  Lhut.  Du  Lac.  Du  Lud.  Du  Lut,  Du  Luth,  Daniel  Greyso- 
lon.  Cousin  of  Tonty — Born  St.  Germain-en-Laye. 
France;   died  1710. 

accompanies  Tonty  to  the  Illinois 151 

returns  to   Detroit 153 

sent  by  Tonty  to  command  at  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the 

Illinois   154 

Durantaye.  Oliver  JVIorel  de  la — Born  Notre  Dame  clu  Gaure. 
Nantes;  Commandant  at  Michilimackinac  1683  to  1685; 
died  1727. 
arrives  at  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the   Illinois  accompanied 

by   Father  Daloy 148 

commanded  at  Fort  of  Chicago   149 

Governor  of  MissLimakinac,  mention 148 

joins  Tonty  on  his  journey  to  the  Illinois 151 

Tonty   app  ies  to.   for  aid 148 

English  Buccaneer — Heins,  or  English  Jem.  kilis  Duhault  and 

Lanctct 1 61,  162 

takes  possession  of  the  property  seized  by  Dahauit 
and  Lanctot,  divides  It  with  M.  Cavelier,  and  re- 
mains at  the  village  of  the  Naoudiches 162 

Englishmen — Taken  prisoners  by  Tonty 151 

Erie  Lake — La  Salle  directs  Tonty  to  await  him  at 129 

mention 151 

Falconer,  Thomas — Ti-anslation  of  Tontiy's  Memoir  16.43;   foot 

note    128 

Falls  of  Niagara — Mention 129 

Falls  of  St.  Mary — Situated  where   Lake  Superior  discharges 

iise'f  into   Lake  Huron:    mention    129 
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Festin  de  Chien  (Dog  Feast) — Given  by  Tonty  to  the  savages  151 

Fete  Dieu — Mention    137 

"Field   (The)   of  the  Spirit" — Clearing  made  by  the  Taencas 

Indians;    ceremonies   connected    with   it 141 

Forest  (Foret)  Francois  Daupin  (Sieur  de  la — One  of  La 
Sa  le's  lieutenants;  succeeded  La  Mothe  as  commandant 
at  Detroit  1710;   died  at  that  post  1714. 

accompanies  La  Salle  to  France 148 

arrives   with    La  Salle   all   Michilimakinac 137 

awaits  the  coming  of  Tonty  at  Detroit 151 

leaves  Fort   Frontenac   with  thirty   Frenchmen 151 

leaves  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois  for  Fort  Frontenac.  148 
M.  de  la  Barre  directed  to  deliver  up  M.  de  la  Foret 

lands  belonging  to  the  Sieur  de  La  Salle 148 

sent  by  Tonty  to  inform   M.   Denonville  of  his  move- 
ments        152 

Tonty  expects  M.  de  la  Foret  to  take  command  of  the 

Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 154 

visits  the  Fort  of  St.  Louis  of  the  II  inois 153 

Foils — Building  of  one  at  Niagara,  by  Tonty 151,   152 

Built  at  the  marsh  of  Fort  Les  Sables  by  Tonty 152 

one  built  by  La  Salle's  party  on  the  Mississippi  river.  .   139 
Fort  Crevecoeur — Building  of,  necessary  to  fortify  La  Salle's 

party  during  the  winter;   mention 131 

La  Salle  leaves  Fort  Crevecoeur  to  go  to  Fort  Frontenac  131 

Tonty  given  the  command  at  Fort  Crevecouer 131 

Fort  Detroit — Tonty 's  party  arrive  at 151 

Fort    Frontenac    (Now    Kingston,    Canada) — Arrival    of    La 

Salle's  party  at   128 

La  Sal'e  and  Tonty  embark  for  Fort  Frontenac 137 

La  Salle  determines  to  return  to  Fort  Frontenac  over 

the  ice    129-131 

La  Salle's  journey  to,  mentioned  by  Tonty 132 

mention    148.   152 

Fort  Les  Sables^ — Denonville  joins  Tonty  at 152 

Fort  of  Bonhomme — Bellefontaine  left  in  command  of 151 

Fort  of  Chicaou — Tonty  arrives  at,  where  M.  de  la  Durantaye 

commanded    149 

mention 150 

Fort  of  Iroquois — Building  of  one  in  Iroquois  village 133 

Illinois  Indians  deceived  by  the  Iroquois  Indians 134 

Fort  Prudhomme — La  Salle  fa'ls  ill  at 146 

why  so  named    138 

Fort   St.   Josephs — On   Lake   Michigan   at   the   mouth   of   St. 

Joseph's  river  in  Berrien  county,  Michigan;   mention..    151 
Tonty  sends  canoe  to  give  the  Sieur  Du'ud,  commander. 

the  news  of  his  arrival 151 

Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois — Arrival  of  Tonty  at;    departs 

for  the  sea  149 

attacked  by  the  Iroquois  Indians,  who  are  repulsed.  . .  .   148 

built  by  Tonty  under  instructions  from  La  Salle 147 

cabins  built  by  the  Indian  tribes  near,  as  a  protection 
against    the    Iroquois 147 
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distance   from   Misissippi    River 145 

Father  Crevier  accompanies  Tonty   to   Missilimakinac 

and  afterwards  to   Fort  St.  Loins 153 

la  Salle  leaves  for  France,  Tonty  placed  in  command  of  147 

Tonty  leaves  the  Sieur  Dulud  in  command  of 154 

Tonty  returns  to,  accomi)ani(Ml  by  his  cousin,  Dulud...  153 

Tonty  to  command  at   148 

visit  of  M.  de  la  Foret  to,  mention 153 

France,  Arms  of — Erected  on  the  risht  bank  ot  the  Mlssisippi 

River  by  La  Salle 143 

France — Mention    144 

Frenchman — With  Tonty  loses  bag  containing  powder 158 

P'renclimen — Determine  to  leave  La  Salle's  party 130 

fight  with  the  Illinois  Indians  against  the  Iroquois.    132,  133 

make  a  settlement  on  the  River  Arkansas;  build  a  house  150 

men  sent  by  Tonty  to  Coroa 155 

mention 129,  1 57 

two  Frenchmen   sent  as  hostages  by   La  Salle  to  the 

village  of  Cappa 139 

Fortenac,  Fort — La  Salle's  journey  to 132 

Frontenac,  M.  de — Iroquois  Indians  in  council  send  message 

to  Frontenac    135 

Frontenac,  Lake — Deserters  punished  by  La  SaLe  at 132 

Gabriel,   Father — Gabriel   de   la  Ribourde,    Jesuit,    familiarly 
called  Father  Gabriel.     See  Ribourde. 

joy  at  Tonty's  deliverance  from  the  Iroquois  Indians..  133 

killed  by  Kikapou  Indians   135 

mention  of  in  Tonty's  Memoir 137 

Gardeur.  Charles  le — See  Tilly. 

Garlick  (Wild  )— Used  as  food  by  Tonty 136 

Gourds — Frozen  gourds  and  corn  found   by  Tonty  at  the  vil- 
lage of  the  Poutouatamies;  mention  136 

Governor  of  New   France — Mention 132,   134,  151 

Great  River  (Mississippi) — Akancas  Indian  villages  situated 

on;  La  Salle  erected  the  arms  of  the  king  there 139 

distance  from  Chicogou  River,  140  leagues  138 

Great   River    (Missouri) — Mention    in   Tonty's    Memoir   of   a 

great  river  coming  from  the  west'  into  the  Mississippi.  .  13S 
Gregory.   Major — Englishmen   commanded  by   Major  Gregory 

taken  prisoner  by  Tonty   151 

Griffin  or  Griffon   (La  Sa  le's  Vessel) — Building  of 129 

voyage  in  by  Tonty  and  party  as  far  as  Michilimakinac.  129 
Guide — Procured  by  Tonty  and  party  to  conduct  them  to  the 

village  of  the  Coroas 162 

Guides— Mention  139,  156,  159 

Gulf  of  Mexico — A  port  for  the  protection  of  vessels  in,  sug- 
gested by  Tonty  in  Memoir 164 

Hiens,  or  Eng  ish  Jem — Kills  Duhault;  was  himself  killed  in 
Texas,  perhaps  by  Ruter  (Parkman). 

mention 161,162 

Ho'y  Week — Tonty  reaches  the  sea  in  holy  week 149 

Horses — Given  to  Tonty  by  the  Naouadiches 159 
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Naoudiches  take  advantage  of  war  with   Spaniards  to 

carry  off  horses   159 

owned  by  Cadadoiiuis,  called  by  th'^m  "cavali" 158 

used  by  southern  tribes  for  war  and  hunting 102,  163 

Hostages — Mention   133,  139. 

Hourons  or  Hurons  (Indian  Tribe) — Give  warning  to  Tonty  of 

approach  of  Iroquois  153 

mention  152 

Huron  Lake — Mention    129 

Englishmen  taken  by  Durantaye  on,  etc 151 

Huron  Slaves — Taken  by  the  Iroquois 151 

Illinois  Country — Climate  of  the  Illinois  country  compared  to 

that  of  France 145 

description    of,    its   climate,    resources,   etc 145 

Jean  Cavelier,  brother  of  La  Sa'le,  goes  from  Arkansas 

to  the  Illinois 162 

La  Salle  intends  to   visit;    mention 129 

La  Salle  resolves  to  go  to  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  ac- 
comi)anied  by  Father  Anastatius;  M.  Cave'ier,  his 
brother:   M.  Cavelier.  his  nephew;   M.  Moranget,  a 

relative;   Duhault,  Lanctot  and  others 159 

Illinois  ( Indian  Tribe) — Alarmed  by  Iroquois 132 

ask  advice  of  Tonty  as  to  Iroquois'  motives 134 

defeated  by  the  Miamis  149 

enemies  of  La  Salle  report  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the 

Iroquois 131 

idleness  of   145 

ir.inois     and     Chawanons     (Shawnees)      Indians     and 

Frenchmen  accompany  Tonty  to  the  sea 149 

Ilinois  Indian  accompanies  Tonty  to  the  Iroquois 132 

Illinois  Indians  given  presents  by  Iroquois;  significance  134 
Illinois  Indians  mistake  La  Salle's  party  for  Iroquois 

Indians;  recognize  party;  dance  calumet  of  peace.  .   131 

Iroquois  Indians  threaten  to  eat  Illinois  Indians 135 

numbers  of  Ilinois  Indians  accompany  Tonty  to  Detroit 

and  to  Niagara 151 

one   of   the   tribe   of   the   Illinois    Indians   accompanies 

Tonty  to  the  Iroquois  fort;   mention   134 

peace  concluded  with 133,   134 

prevent  disaster  to  Tonty  from  the  Tamaraas 147 

suspect  Tonty  of  intention  to  betray  them 132 

religion;   Illinois  Indians  have  no  form  of  worship....   145 
Tonty   opens  caches   of   the    Illinois    Indians   and    pro- 
cures corn    1 30 

Tonty  reconciles  the  Miamis  and  Ilinois  Indians;  men- 
tion        149 

Tonty  sent  by  Iroquois  Indians  to  deliver  message  to 

Illinois   Indians    133 

Tonty  urged  by  the  Iroquois  to  return  to  the  Illinois 

Indians  and  make  treaty  of  peace 133 

under  jjrotection  of  France;   mention    132 

urged  by  Tonty  to  harass  the  Iroquois 145 

visit  the  fort  of  the  Iroquois 134 


Illinois    (Indian   NMlla^e)  —  Arrival   of   la   Salic  and   party  at. 
where    finding    navijiation    open,    they    go    on    to    the 

River    Missi!:sii)pi     1  :]8 

arrival  of  Tonty  in  the  country  of  the  II  inois 155 

Poutouatamis.  an  Illinois  Indian  villaso;  mention 130 

I)reHents  given  and  received  by  La  Sal  e  at 130 

Illinois    Lake — Description    of 145 

La  Salle  starts  for;  mention 129 

Illinois  River — Portage  between  the  River  Chicago  and  that 

of  the  Illinois;  mention  138 

Tonty  arrives  at  the  source  of  the  Illinois  River 130 

Indian    Corn — Festivities    connected    with    the   harvesting   of 
Indian  corn  by  the  Taencas  Indians;   customs  of  other 

villages    HI 

gathered  twice  a  year  by  the  southern  savages 143 

La  Salle  sends  to  nrocure  Indian  corn  at  Isonnoutouan  129 

mention   130,  131,  141,  143 

Tonty's  party  cut  down  corn  of  four  villages 152 

Indian  Tribes — Mentioned  in  Tonty's  Memoir: 

Abenakis    135 

Akancas   (Arkansas)    130,  14(1,   153,   155 

Assotoue   155 

Cadadoquis 154,  1 55,  1 5(i.  1 58,  162 

Capiche    1  Sfi 

Cappa    139 

Chaconmas   155 

Chadadoquis    157 

Chaganon    154,    155,    158,    159,    160,    163 

Chawanons  (  Shawnees)    147,  149,  151 

Chikasas 138,  139 

Chove    156 

Coroas   155,  162,  163 

Hourons  (  Hurons  )    151,  152,  153 

Illinois 130,  131.  132,  133,  134,  135,  147,  149,  151 

Iroquois 129,  131, 

132,  133,  134.  135.  138.  145,  146.  147,  148,  150,  151,  152,  154 

Isontoutouan    133 

Kap!)as   155 

Kikapous  135 

Loups   (Wof )    151 

Miamis    147,   149,   151 

Nachiloches    156 

Nadas    156 

Naouadiche   158,  159,  1 61,  162 

Naovediche  157 

Nasoui   157 

Natches 142.146 

Nicondiche   154 

Onnoutagues    133 

Osages   155 

Ostony   139 

Ottawas  151 

Ouasita    156 
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Oumas    150 

Outamas    151 

Poutouatamis  130,  137,  152 

Quanouattins     / 

Quanouatinons  \ ^^°'  ^"^ 

Quinipissas   145,  146 

Taencas    142,   146,   155,  156 

Taniaraas    147 

Tongenga    155 

Torremans    155 

Yataches   156 

Indian  Villages— Mentioned  in  Tonty's  Memoir: 

Akaneas    (Arltansas)    139,   146,  150 

Cadadoquis 154,  155,  156,  162 

Capiche    156 

Cappa    139 

Chadadoquis    157 

Chikasas   138 

Choye 156 

Coroas 155.  162,  163 

Illinois   130,  155 

Isonnoiitoiian 129 

Kappas 155 

Nachitoches 156,  157 

Nadas    156 

Naodiche    154 

Naouadiclie 158,  159,  161.  162 

Naovediche 157 

Nasoui   157 

Matches 142,  143,  146,  155,  156 

Nicondiche     154 

Osotony   139 

Ouasita    156 

Oumas   150 

Poutouatamis  129,  130,  136 

Quinipissas   .* 143,  145,  150 

Taencas    140,   146.   155,  156 

Tamaraas   147 

Tamarous   138 

Tangibaoes 143 

Tezagon 138 

Tongenga    155 

Torremans    155 

Toyengan    139 

Yataches   156 

Iron  Arrow  Heads — Mention 158 

Iroquois    (Country  of) — Mention    145 

Iroquois  Indians  alarm   I'linois  Indians 132 

attack  Fort  St.  I.ouis  of  the  Illinois:   repulsed 148 

attack  and  wound  Tonty 132 

build  a  fort  at  thojr  vi'lage 133 

cabins  built  near  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois  as  a 

protection  against  the   Iroquois 147 
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Denonville    directs    Tonty    to    do    nothing   against   the 

Iroquois 154 

drive   Tonty   I'rom   conncil    135 

encounter  with  Illinois  Indians 132,  133 

give  presents  to  the  Illinois  tribes 134 

give  presents  to  Tonty   135 

hold  council  with  Tonty  and  Father  Gabrie 134-135 

Illinois  Indians  mistake  La  Salle's  party  for  Iroquois.  .   131 
make   a   tort   in    village,    leave   Tonty   and    Fathers   Ri- 

bourde  and  Membre  in  cabin  near 133 

mention   131,  133,  134,  150,  151 

peace  concluded  with  the  Illinois  Indians 134 

sends  beavers  to  Frontenac  as  a  message  of  good  will.  .   135 
Tonty  is  urged  by  them  to  induce  Il.inois   Indians  to 

make  treaty  of  peace 133 

visited  bv  Tontv  with  presents,  to  secure  peace  treaty 

for  Illinois  Indians 132.  133,  134,  135 

Iroquois  Slave — Gives  information  of  the  approach  of  Tonty.   152 
Tonty  proposes  to  have  Iroquois  slave  put  to  death.  .  .  .   152 

Islands  (West  India) — Owned  by  France:  the  Misissippi  val- 
ley might  supply  the  West  India  Islands  with  lumber, 
vegetab  es,    grain,    etc 164 

Isonnoutouan — Indian  village;  mention 129 

Isontoutouan  (Indian  Tribe)— Tegantouki.  chief  of,  desires  to 

have  Tonty  burned    133 

Jongleurs   (  Priests) — Mention   141 

Kappas  (Indian  Village)— Tonty  and  party  well  received  at; 

calumet  danced  155 

Kikapous  (Indian  Tribe )— Capture  and  kill  Father  Gabriel..   135 

King  of  France — Arms  of  erected  by  La  Salle  at  the  villages 

of  the  Akancas  Indians   139 

Illinois  Indians  under  the  protection  of 132 

Tonty  and  party  encamp  in  the  place  on  the  Mississippi 
river  where  La  Salle  had  erected  the  arms  of  the 
King  of  France;  Tonty  erects  them  on  a  higher 
situation     1-^0 

Kingston,  Canada  (Fort  P'rontenac) — Mention  in  note 128 

La  Barre — See  Barre. 

La  Forest  J  g      ^^^^^ 

La  Foret     \ 

Lake  Erie — Mention  129.  151 

liake  Frontenac  (Lake  Ontario) — Arrival  of  La  Salle  at 128 

length  of  lake ;  mention  128 

mention    129.    132.   137 

Lake  Huron — Mention    129 

Engishmen  taken  by  Durantaye  at 151 

Lake  Illinois — La  Salle  sails  for   129 

Tonty  and  Father  Zenoble  Membre  reach 136 

Lake  Ontario — IMention  in  explanatory  note 128 

Lake    Superior — Mention    129 

Lakes  Mentioned  in  Tonty's  Memoir— Lake  Erie 129,  151 

Frontenac  Lake  (Ontario) 128,  129,  132,  137 

Huron  Lake   129,  151 
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llliiKjis  Lake  129.  13G 

Superior  Lake 12^ 

Lanctot    (Liotot) — Surgeon   in    la   Salle's  party;    one  of  the 
murderers  of  l.a  Salle,  in  1687. 

atcornpanies  La  Salle  to  the  Illinois 15^ 

anger  against  La  Salle  160 

brother  of.  compelled  by  La  Salle  to  leave  party  and 

return,  ki  led  by  savages 160 

Duhault  and  Lanctot  determine  to  kill  La  SalTe 160 

kided   by   Ruter    162 

massacre  of  Moranget  and  party   160 

L'Archeveque,  Jean — Servant  of  Duhaut:    mention 160 

La  Salle,   Rene   Robert  sieur   de — Accompanied     by     Father 
Anastatius    goes    in    search    of    Moranget    and    party; 

manner  of  death  of 1 60 

accompanied    by    Tonty   and    Father   Zenoble.    embarks 

for    Fort    Frontenac    138 

account  of  the  misfortunes,  and  death  of  La  Salle  as 

given  by  Tonty  in  his  Memoir 159 

arms  of  the  King  of  France  erected  by  La  Sa  le  on  the 

right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River 143 

arrival  at  Michilimakinac  with  M.  Forest,  makes  prep- 
arations   to    continue    voyage 137 

arrival  at  Natchez  Indian  vi  lage,  makes  presents  to..  146 
assassination   of   La   Salle   concealed   from   Tonty;    as- 
sured by  M.  Cavelier,  La  Salle's  nephew,  that  he 

was  alive    153 

begins  the  building  of  a  boat  to  descend  the  river 131 

calumet  danced  before  La  Salle  by  Indians  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Cappa   139 

calumet  danced  by  the  Illinois  Indians  before  La  Salle.  131 

camp  of  La  Salle;    mention 159 

character   of    161 

confidence  in   Tonty    128 

continues  his  vovage  towards  the  Miamis  River 130 

death  of  La  Salle    153 

departs   for   France 147 

deserters  put  poison  in  the  kettles  used  by  La  Sal'e; 

saved  by  an  antidote 131 

desertion  of  some  of  his  men 132 

determines    to    so    to    Fort    Frontenac 129,  131 

dispatches  his  boat  back   to   Niagara  to  bring  things 

needed  at  the  post  to  be  erected  at  the  Miamts 130 

effect  of  the  desertion  of  La  Salle's  men  on  the  savages  131 
enemies  of  La  Salle  spread  report  among  the  Illinois 

that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Iroquois;  effect  of 131 

English  buccaneer   ( Heins,  or  English  Jem)    kills  the 

assassin  of  La  Salle 161,  162 

estimate  of  his  character,  by  Tonty 161 

ill  at  Fort  Prudhomme.  sends  Tonty  on  to  Missilimaki- 

nac  to  arrange  his  affairs 146 

inspects  channels  at  mouth  of  Mississippi 143 
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instructs  men  to  liavo  Tonty  so  to  the  old  village 
(Starved  Rock))   to  visit   a  liif;li   rock  and   hiiild  a 

strong   fort   tliere i:!l.    132 

leaves  Fort  Crevecoeur    131 

instructs  Tonty  to  build  the  Kort  St.  Louis  of  th(>  Illi- 
nois      147 

joins  Tonty  at  the  Miamis  River   137 

joins  Tonty  with  boats,  up  the  rapids 129 

makes  presents  to  the  Taencas  chiefs  142 

meeting  of  La  Salle  with  the  men  whom  he  had  sent  to 

Michiiimakinac    131 

meets  with  Chevalier  de  Bogis 147 

obtains  while  at  court  a  company  for  Tonty,  sai's  by 
way  of  the  islands  to  find  the  moutli  of  the  Missis- 
sippi   River    148 

ol)tains   jiermission   lie  desires   of  the   K*ng  of   France 

through  the  favor  of  M.  Colbert 128 

La  Salle  arrives  at  Quebec 128 

La  Salle  arrives  at  the  vi  lage  of  the  II  inois:  naviga- 
tion open,  they  enter  the  Mississippi  River 138 

La  Salle  visits  Indians  of  the  villages  of  Toriman  and 

Toyengan   (Akancas  Indians) 139 

recovers  from  illness,  returns  to  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the 

Illinois    147 

Rochelle.  France,  La  Salle's  party  sets  sail  from 128 

sails  for  the  Lake  Illinois :  mention 129 

sends  to  procure  Indian  corn  at  Isonnoutouan 129 

sends  present  to  the  Chikasas  Indians 139 

sends  the  Sieur  Deau  (Michel  Accan )  with  a  Recollect 

(Hennepin)   to  discover  the  nation  of  the  Sioux..    131 

wait-s  for  deserters  at  Lake  Frontenac.  . 132 

La  Touissant — Mention 136 

Lake   Erie — Mention    151 

Loups   (Wolf  Tribe  Indians) — Four  Loups  join  Tonty  on  his 

journey  to  Detroit  and  to  Niagara,  etc 151 

Luke — La   Salle's  pilot;    mention    129 

Maheouala — A  vil'age  of  the  Tangiabos,  latelj   destroyed....    143 

Manatte— Mention    149.    150 

Marsh  of  Fort  Le-,  Sables — Monseigneur  expects  to  arrive  at 

the  Marsh    152 

distance  from  Sonnontouans   152 

Membre.  Father  Zencble — Accompanies  La  SaTe  to  Fort  Fron- 
tenac        137 

accompanies  Tonty  to  secure  peace  from  the  Illinois  In- 
dians for  the  Iroquois 134 

at   council    with    Iroquois   Indians 135 

joy  at   meeting  Tonty   after   Tonty's   escape    from    tlie 

Iroquois 133 

goes  to  the  Jesuits  at  the  Bay 137 

Memoir  of  Henry  de  Tonty — Reporting  to  Count  de  Poncher- 
train  his  observations  on  the  expedition  commanded  by 

La    Salle    128-1(54 

Mexico — Mention    149 


520  INDEX 

Mexico,  Gulf  of  (The  Seaj  — 143.  149 

Miamis  (Indian  Tribe) — Establish  themselves  near  the  Fort 

St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 147 

defeat  the  Illinois  Indians   149 

guide  of.  and  P^renchmen  accompanies  Tonty  to  Detroit 

and  Niagara,  where  they  build  a  fort 151 

Miamis  River — La  Salle  continues  his  voyage  towards 130 

La  Salle  joins  Tonty  at  138 

Tonty  collects  the  French  who  are  at  the  Miamis  River 

and  builds  the  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 147 

Tonty  returns  with  deserters 130 

Michilimakinac  (Missillimakinac) — Arrival  of  La  Salle  ati.137,  147 
arrival  of  Tonty  at;  La  Salle  arrives  with  M.  Forest.  .  .  137 
Father  Crevier   accompanies   Tonty   to.   afterwards   to 

Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 153 

La  Salle,  ill  at  Fort  Prudhomme,  sends  Tonty  on  to..   146 

La  Salle  and  party  rest  there 129 

meeting  of  La  Salle  with  men  whom  he  had  sent  to  ob- 
tain news  of  his  boat 131 

Englishmen    commanded    by    Major      Gregory      taken 

prisoners  at   151 

Tonty  arrives  at 129 

Tonty  leaves  for  137 

Mines — Lead  mines  in  the  Mississippi  valley;   mention 144 

Mississippi    River    (Great   River) — Akancas    (Arkansas)    In- 
dian villages  on 139 

arms  of  the  King  of  France  erected  on  the  right  bank 

of.    by  La  Salle 143 

building  of  a  fort  on  the  Mississippi  River  by  La  Salle.    139 
channels  of  the  Mississippi  River  inspected  by  La  Salle  144 

description  of,  in   Tonty's  INIemoir 143,   14  4 

distance  from  Chicagon  River 138 

Indian  village  of  Tamarous,  distance  from 138 

La  Salle  arrives  at  the  Mississippi 138 

La  Salle  sails  by  way  of  the  islands  to  find  the  mouth 

of  the  Mississippi  River 148 

length  of  the   river    143,   144 

mention    159 

mention  of  a  great  river  from  the  west  coming  into  the 

Mississippi    ( Missouri)     138 

navigable  as  far  as  the  village  of  Natches,  and  from 

the  Ouabach  to  the  sea 144 

Tonty  reaches  the  Mississippi  River 138 

Mississippi    VaLey — Described     143 

resources   of    164 

Montreal — Mention    148 

Tonty  goes  to   150 

Moranget     ) 

Morange       I  ,  .■  ,      c.  i' 

Moranier    \    »(^Phew  ot  La  Sal.e. 

Morganet     I 

mention 159 

massacre  of  Moranget,  by  Lanctot  and  others 160 
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Mexico — Mention   of    1 59 

Mulberry    Trees — Mention     140 

Murderers  of  La  Sal  e  (Duhault  and  J.anctot) — Seize  the  hag- 
gage  of  La  Salle  and  continue  their  journey 161 

Music — Of  the  tambour;    mention 142 

Nachitoches    (Indian  Tribe) — Chiefs  of  the     three     nations, 
Nachitoches,  Ouasita  and  Capiche,  assemble  at  Nachi- 

toches   156 

Tonty  makes  present  to    15G 

united   with   the  Chadadoquis  and   Nasoui;    speak   the 

same  language  157 

Nachitoches  Village^ — Guides  given  by  the  chief  of,  to  Tonty  to 

conduct  him  to  Yataches 156 

Nadas   (Indian  Village)— Chiefs  of  villages  of  Choye,  Nadas 

and  Yataches  make  feasts  for  Tonty 156 

Naodiches  (Indian  Village) — Tonty  resolves  to  go  to  Naodiche  154 

carry  off  horses  from  Spaniards   159 

Naoudiches  (Indian  Tribe) — Grieved  at  death  of  La  Salle.  .  .  .    161 

mention    158 

Naoudiches  (Indian  Village) — Deserters  from  La  Salle's  party 

found  at   161 

mention    159 

Naovediche  (Indian  Village — Tonty  hopes  to  find  his  French- 
men  there    157 

Nasoui    (Indian    Tribe) — United    with    the   Chadadoquis   and 
Natchitoches  tribe,  villages  situated  on  the  Red  River, 

speak  the  same  language,  etc 157 

Natches    (Indian    Tribe) — Brother    of    great    chief    vists    La 

Salle    142 

described    142 

killing  of  two  of  Tonty's  party  by 155 

manners  and  customs  the  same  as  the  Taencas  Indians  142 

Natches  (Indian  Village) — Arrival  of  La  Salle  at 146 

Mississippi  River  only  navigable  (for  large  vessels)  as 

far  as 143 

chief  begs  La  Salle  to  leave  village 146 

Necklace— Mention    133 

Necklace,  of  Pearls — Worn  by  the  wife  of  the  Taencas  chief. .   141 

Necklaces— Mention   .' 132,  134 

New  France — Illinois  Indians  under  the  protection  of 132 

Niagara  Falls — Fort  made  below  the  portage  by  Tonty 151 

Detroit,   distance   from   Niagara 129 

mention    129 

Tonty  left  in  command  at  Niagara 129 

Nicondiche — Coutoure  sent  to  the  French  at,  for  information. 

is  wrecked   154 

North  America — Mention   128 

Oil — Used  by  Iroquois  Indians  as  ointment 135 

Onnontagues   (Indian  Tribe) — Agoasto,  chief  or  the  Onnon- 

tagues,  secures  the  liberty  of  Tonty 133 

Ontario  Lake  (Lake  Frontenac) — Mention 128 

Tonty  crosses  two  lakes  larger  than  Lake  Frontenac.   129 
Osages  (Indian  Tribe) — Illinois  Indians  make  war  upon....   155 
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woman  governing  the  Cafladoquis  Indians  demands  re- 
venge foi-  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  had  been 

killed  by   the  Osages    157 

Ostony  (Indian  Vi.lage  of  the  Akancas) — Mention  of  in  Ton- 

ty's  Memoir  139 

Ottawas  ( Indian  Tribe) — Join  Tonty 152 

Ottawas  conduct  Tonty  to  Poutouatamis 137 

Ouabache   i    Rjver— Distance  from  the  Illinois  River 138 

Ouabash     \ 

length  of  the  river;   mention   138 

mention   138,  144,  146.  147 

Onasita   (Indian  Tribe) — Chiefs  of  Nachiloches,  Ouasita  and 

Capiche  assemble  at  the  village  of  the  Nachitoches.  .  . .   15(} 

Ouasita  (Indian  Village) — Guides  given  by  the  chief  of  the 

village  to  Tonty  to  conduct  him  to  Yataches 156 

Outawa  (Outavvas  or  Ottawas)  Slaves — Taken  by  the  Iroquois  151 

Oumas    (Indian   Tribe) — Bravest  savages  of  the   Mississippi 

River    150 

Oysters — Mention    149 

Paris,  Prance — Climate  of  the   Illinois  compared  to  that  of 

Paris    145 

Parre  Fieches  (Rock  Moss) — One  of  Tonty's  men  becomes  ill 

from   eating    137 

Pearls — In  temple  of  the  Taencas  Indians 141 

necklace  of  pearls  worn   bv   the  wife   of  the   Taencas 

chief     141 

possibility  of  finding  pearls  in  the  Mississippi  River.  . .    164 

Pilot  (The)  Luke — One  of  La  Salle's  boats  lost  through  the  ob- 
stinacy of  129 

Pistols— Mention    160 

Poison — Attempt  to  poison  La  Sa'Ie  and  party  by  dissatisfied 

persons  of  the  party  131 

Polygamy — Practiced  by  the  Illinois  Indian  tribes 146 

Ponchertrain,  Louis  Phelypeaux,  Count  de — Chancellor  of 
France,  successor  of  Seignelay  as  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine, 1690.     Born  1643.  died  1727. 

Tonty's  Memoir  of  1693  addressed  to:    mention  in  ex- 
planatory foot  note   128 

Porpoise — Mention    149 

Port  (French) — On  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  importance  of;  men- 
tion        164 

Post— Mention   130 

Portage — Of  Niagara;   mention    151 

Captain  Valiennes  and  fifty  men  stay  at  portage 153 

Chicagon   portage;    mention 138 

leading  to  the  Bay  of  the  Puans;  mention 136 

mention 130 

Potatoes — La  Salle's  party  subsist  on  potatoes  when  provisions 

fail    145 

Poutouatamies  ( Indian  Tribe) — Join  Tonty's  jiarty 152 

Ottawa  savages  conduct  Tonty  to  Poutoutamies 137 

Poutouatamis    (Indian   Village) — An   Illinois   Indian  vi.lage; 

mention     130 
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trail  leading  to  the  Poutouatamis  village  discovered  by 

Tonty    1 3t; 

Tonty.  wrecked  near  the  Pontoiiatamis  village Kid 

Priests — Of  tne  Cadadoqiiis  Indians;   mention j')? 

ot  the  Taencas  Indians;   mention 141 

Prudhomme,  Peter — Member  of  La  Salle's  party  loses  his  way 

while  hunting,  fort  named  for  him 139 

Prudhomme  Fort— La  Salle  ill  at    146 

Puans,  Bay  of — Portage  at  136 

Quanoouatinos    (Indian   Tribe) — Murderers   of   La   Salle   join 

with  the  Naoudiches  in  making  war  against 1(11 

Quanouatins  Indians — Description  and  anecdote  of ITjS,  15!t 

Quebec — Arrival  of  La  Salle  at,  recruits  party  mere 128 

Quinipissas  I  ,  j    ■,■       m  -i     >       »      •      ■     *•  m     ,    .  *       ^  i-,. 

Quinipissus  "  '  ^"^'^"  Tribe) — Arriva.  ot  Tonty  s  party  at.  .  .  .   loU 

Quinipissas    (Indian   Trijie) — Burning  of  the  canoes   of  the 

Quinipissas  by  La  Salle    146 

Quinipissas  ( The  Bayagoulas  and  the  Mongoulatchas — Charle- 
voix)— Express  sorrow  for  former  bad  treatment  of  the 

French    150 

Indians  of  fly  their  arrows  at  La  Salle 143 

La  Salle's  party  attacked  by  Indians 146 

mention    145 

village  also  ca.led  Bayagoulis;  mention 150 

women  of  La  Salle's  party  sent  to  the  village  of  the 

Quinipissas   145,  146 

Recollect  Father  (Hennepin) — Mention   131 

remains  with  Tonty  at  Niagara;    mention 129 

at  Fort  St.  Louis  132 

Red  River — Named  because  of  the  deposit  of     sand     which 

makes  the  water  red 158 

villages  of.  the  Chadadoquis,  Nasoui  and  Natchitoches 

situated  on  the  Red  River 157 

Religion  among  different  nations — Mention 141,   145,  157 

Renaudot,   I'Abbe — A   particular  friend   of   La   Salle,   Tonty's 
Memoir.    1693,    addressed    tc,    mention    in    explanatory 

foot  note    128 

Ribourde,  Father  Gabriel  de  la — Joy  on  meeting  Tonty  on  his 

deliverance  from  the  Iroquois   133 

death  of;  killed  by  Kikapou  Indians 135 

meets  Tonty  and  accompanies  him  to  the  Illinois 133 

Rivers  mentioned  by  Tonty  in  Memoir — Arkansas  River 150 

Chicagou  River   138.  147 

Coroas   River    163 

Great  River  ( Mississippi )    139 

Illinois  River   130.  131,  132.  143,  145 

Miamis  River 130,  138.  147 

Mississiopi  River ' .  . 

131,   138.   143,   144,   148,   149.   150,   159,   163,  164 

Ouabache  River 138.  144,  146 

Red  River   157.158 

St.  Lawrence  River   128 

Taencas  Rivers  155 

-^  3-i 
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Koclielle,  France — La  Salle's  party  set  sail  from 128 

Rock  Moss  (Parre  Fleche) — One  of  Tonty's  men  ill  from  eat- 
ing       137 

Ruter — A  Breton  sailor  in  La  Salle's  party  kills  Liotot.  .  .    161,  162 

St.  Andrews  Day   (Oct.  30,  1685)— Mention 149 

St.  .John's  Day  { June  24 )  — Mention 150 

St.  Lawrence  River — La  Salle's  party  ascends  as  far  as  Fort 

Frontenac    128 

St.  Louis  of  tlie  L.linois,  Fort  of — Built  by  Tonty  under  in- 
structions from  La  Salle  as  a  defense  against  the  Iro- 
quois   Indians,    March,    1683 147 

see  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois. 

St.  Martin's  Day  (Nov.  11)— Mention  136 

Salt — Indian   Chiefs  of  the  villages  of  Nachitochos,   Ouasita 

and  Capiche  traffic  in  salt  156 

Sea — Arrival   of  La  Salle's  party  at  the  sea  on   April    7th; 

mention  143 

Tonty  reaches  the  sea   149 

Seigne'ai  ,M.  de — La  Sal!e  obtains  permission  he  asked  of  the 

king,  through   the  favor  of  M.  de  Seignelai 128 

Servant  of  Duhault  (L'Archeveque) — Mention 160 

Shoes — made  for  Tonty  and  party  from  Father  Gabriel's  cloak  137 
Sicily — Reference  to  Sicily  by  Tonty,  as  the  place  where  his 

hand  was  lost  128 

Silk — The  making  of  silk  might  be  a  valuable  industry  in  the 

Mississippi  valley 144 

Silver   Ecu — Mention    150 

Sioux  (Indian  Tiibe) — La  Salle  sends  the  Sieur  Deau  with  a 

Father  Recollect  to  discover  the  nations  of  the  Sioux.    131 
Slave — Iroquois  slave.  Tonty  propose  to  have  put  to  death.  .  .    152 
Slaves — Cadadoquis   Indians   propose   to   accompany   M.   Cav- 
alier to  fight  against  the  Spaniards 154 

Huron  and  Outawas  slaves,  mention   151 

Indians   make   slaves   of   captives 151 

Sonnontouans — Distance  of,  from  the  Marsh  of  Fort  Les  Sa- 
bles     152 

Spain — DenonvLle  informed  Tonty  that  war  had  been  declared 

against  Spain    154 

Spanish   Horses — Tonty   receives  Spanish   horses 159 

Starved  Rock — On  Illinois  river  near  Ottawa,  Illinois,  mention 

in   explanatory   note    132 

fort    built    there    by    Tonty     (Fort    St.    Louis    of    the 

Illinois)    132 

Sturgeon  Creek — Mention    136,   137 

finding  of  a  number  of  cabins  near,  by  Tonty 137 

Sun — Adoration  of  the  sun  by  southern  Indians 145 

adoration  paid  the  sun  by  the  Taencas  Indiana 140 

Taencas  (Indian  Tribe) — Cabins  of,  chief  of,  great  deference 

paid  to,  temple  of,  forms  of  worship,  etc 140,  141 

guides  given  by  the  Akancas  Indians  to  La  Salle  to  con- 
duct party  to  the  Taencas  Indians 139 

mention    146 

tribal  characteristics   139,  140,  141.  142 
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Tonty  makes  presents  to  the  Nachitochep,  Ouaslta  and 

Capic'he  Indians  in  the  name  of  the  Taencas l^d 

Taencas — Village  of  described  18!),  140 

Tamaraas   (Indian  Tribe) — Chiefs  of  hold  council  and   mis- 
take Tonty's  party  for  Iroquois,  resolve  to  burn  them; 

Illinois    Indians    prevent    it 147 

Tamarous    (Indian    Village) — Distance    from    the    Missisippi 

River    13S 

Tambour — Musical    instrument  used   by     southern      Indians; 

mention    13!),   141 

Tangibaos   (Indian  Village) — Destruction  of 143 

Tegantouki — Chief  of  the  Isontoutouan  tribe  desires  to  have 

Touty  burned    133 

Temple — Description  of  temple  of  the  Taencas  Indians.  .140,  141 

Tezagon  (Village  of) — Tonty  awaits  La  Salle  at 138 

Tilly,  Sieur  Beauvis  de  (Char.es  le  Gardeur,  sieur  de  Tilly)  — 

Joins  Tonty  on  his  journey 151 

Tongenga    (Indian   Tribe  and    Village)— Desire  to   entertain 

Tonty  as  the  Kappas  had  done 155 

Tonti,  Henri    i   r^  ^■  ^  i       ii-       •     t^         i 

„,     f  '   Tj       .  .      Italian  explorer  and  soldier  in  French  service; 

•    '         La  Sa  le's  lieutenant,  commandant  in  the 

minis;  born  Itay,  probably  Naples,  1650; 

died  at  Fort  St.  Louis,  Mobile,  1704. 

accompanied  by  Father  Crevier  goes  to  Missiiimakinac 

and  to  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 153 

accompanied  by  Fathers  Membre  and  Ribourde,  goes  lo 

the    Illinois    Indians 133 

accompanied  by  Frenchmen  and  five  Illinois  and  Chaw- 

anons  (Shawnees)  Indians,  departs  for  the  cea.  .  .  .  149 
arrival  of  Tonty  and  party  at  the  Mississippi  River.  . .  .  163 
arrival    of  Tonty   at   the   Quinipissus   village,   alliance 

made  with  the  Indians 150 

arrival  of  Tonty  at  the  village  of  Coroas,  finds  French- 
men there;  savages  of  the  village  prepare  feasts  for 

them,  etc 163,  164 

arrives  at  Fort  Detroit 151 

arrives  at  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 149 

assassination  of  La  Salle  concealed  from  Tonty 153 

assembles  at  the  Miamis  river  some  Frenchmen   and 

savages  for  the  voyage  of  discovery 138 

awaits  the  arriva'  of  La  Salle  at  the  village  of  Tezagon.  138 
brings  orders  to  M.  le  Chevalier  de  Bogis  retiring  him 

from  command  at  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois.  .  148 
builds  the  Fort  of  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois  by  order  of 

La  Salle,  as  a  defense  against  the  Iroquois 147 

buys  boat  at  the  village  of  Torremans 155 

Chaganon  Indian  tlave  accompanies  Tonty  to  the  village 

of  the  Naouadiche 158 

Coutoure  relates  to  Tonty  the  reasons  why  M.  Cavelier 

concealed  the  death  of  La  Sa'le 154 

describes  the  beauties  of  the  countries  he  has  passed 

through;  deplores  the  loss  of  his  notes 164 
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description  of  the  Akancas  (Arkansas)    Indians,  coun- 
try, climate,  otc    139 

deserted    by    his    men 132,    157 

despatches  a  canoe  to   Durantaye,  governor  of  Misili- 
makinac,  for  assistance  against  the  attack  of  the 

Iroquois  on  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois 143 

devotion  to  La  SaLe 128 

embarks  in  a  canoe  to  meet  La  Salle  at  Lake  Erie.  .  .  .   129 
encamps  on  the  spot  where  La  Salle  had  erected  the 

arms  of  France;  erects  them  higher  up 150 

enters  service  of  La  Salle  128 

feasts   given   by   the   chiefs   of  the   villages   of  Choye, 

Nadas  and  Yataches  to  Tonty 15(5 

Finds  Iroquois  Indians  at  the  Ouabache  river 146,  147 

Frenchmen   abandon   Tonty    157 

given  the  command  of  Fort  Crevecoeur 131 

given  two  women  of  the  tribe  of  the  Cadaaoquis  nation 

by  the  Assoutoue  Indians 155 

gives  dog  feast  (  Festin  de  Chien) 151 

goes  in  search  of  La  Salle 149 

hand  lost  in  French  service  at  Sicily;  mention 128 

his  early  military  life,  joins  La  Salle,  is  his  confident, 
trusted  aid  and    narrator  of  his  projects   in   New 

P^rance    128 

Illness  of,   mention 136,   164 

in  command  at  Niagara 129 

instructed  by  M.  de  Denonville  to  let  the  savages  do  as 

they  liked,  and  do  nothing  against  the  Iroquios.  . .  .   154 
Iroquois    Indians    call    Tonty  -and    Father    Zenoble    to 

counci'.   •.  .    135 

Iroquois  Indians  drive  Tonty  from  council 135 

Iroquois  Indians  give  one  of  their  own  nation  to  Tonty 

as  hostage  to  secure  peace  with  Illinois  Indians.  .  .  .   133 
Iroquois  Indian  tribe  divided  in  opinion  as  to  disposi- 
tion to  make  of  Tonty   133 

kicks  aside  presents  of  Iroquois  because  they  threaten 

to  make  war  on  the  ILinois  Indians 135 

La  Salle  directs  Tonty  to  await  him  at  Lake  Erie 129 

La  Salle  writes  Tonty  to  receive  Cheva'ier  de  Bogis  well  147 
leaves  ammunition  in  a  small  box  with  the  wife  of  the 

chief  of  the  Cadadoqui', 158 

leaves  Bellefontaine  in  command  of  Fort  Bonhomme.  .   151 
loans  seven  hundred  francs  to  M.  Cavelier,  orother  of  La 

Salle    153 

memoir  of  Henry  de  Tonty,  1693 128-164 

mention    127,   130, 

131,  133,  134,  136,  142,  150,  152.  154.  155.  156,  159,  163,  164 

Michilimakinac,  leaves  for 137,  149 

ordered  by  La  Salle  to  collect  the  French  who  were  on 

the  River  Miamis 147 

presents  the  caumet  to  Tamaraas  Indians 147 

reconciles  the  Miamis  and  Illinois  Indians 149 
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resolves  to  so  to  Naodiihc  to  exoi'iitc  wliat  M.  Cavelier 

had  undertaken,  and  to  l)rinK  back  La  Salle's  men..  1G4 
sends  Coutoure  to  obtain  information  of  tiie  French  in 

Nicondiche,   relative  to  the   Spaniards 154 

sends    news    of    his    arrival    at    Detroit    to    the    Sieur 

Dulud.  commander  of  Fort  St.  Joseph If)! 

sent  by  la  Salle  to  arrange  his  affairs  at  iMissilimukinac  14(1 
sent  by   l.a  Sa  le  to  the  Falls  of  St.   Mary  to  look  for 

men  who  had  deserted   129 

Tesantonki,  chief  of  the  Isontoutoiian,  desires  to  have 

Tonty   burned    133 

Torremans  tribe  of  Indians  desire  to  entertain  Tonty.  .  .  155 
urges  the  Illinois  Indians  to  harass  the  lioquois.  .  .  .  145 
visits  the  Indian  village  of  the  Oumas;  makes  a  liance 

with   them    1 50 

wounded   by   Iroquois   Indians 132 

Toriman    (  Indian   Village  o\'  the  Akancas) — Recei)tion   of  La 

Salle  by   Indians  of   139 

Torremans  (  Indian  Tribe  and  Village) — Tonty  buys  two  boats 

at   village  of    155 

Toyengan    (Indian   Village  of  the   Akancas) — Distance   from 

Cappa    139 

reception  of  La  Salle  and  party  by  Indians  of 139 

Turkeys — Mention    162 

Valiennes.  Captain — Sent  with  fifty  men  to  suppoi't  Tonty...    153 

Venison — Mention    162 

,  Wheat— Mention    164 

"Woman — Governs  the  nation  of  Cadadoquis,  demands  revenge 

for  the  death  of  her  husband 157 

Women — Of  La  Salle's  party  sent  with  merchandise  to  seek 

an  alliance  and  provisions  from  the  Quinipissas.  .  .  .145,  140 

Wild  Garlick— Mention   136 

Yataches  (Indian  Village) — Chiefs  of  villages  of  Choye,  Nadas 

and  Yataches  make  feasts  for  Tonty 156 

guides  given  to  Tonty  by  Indian  chiefs  of  the  villages 
of  Nachitoches,    Ouasita  and   Capiche,   to   conduct 
him  to  Yataches  156 

Zenoble,  Father  (see  Membre) — Accompanies  l.a  Salle  to  Fort 

Frontenac  137 

at  council  with  Iroquois  Indians   134  ,135 

leaves   Tonty  to   pas?i  winter   with   Jesuits  at   Michili- 

makinac   137 

grieved  at  death  of  Father  Gabriel   135 
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INDEX  TO  THE  'AUHRV  M  AXTSCkl  I'T  AND  EXPLANATORY 
NOTES— PP.  1G5-170. 


Abadie     i 

Abbadie  (.  St.   Germain   d' Ifio.   166 

Albadie   ) 

Albach,   James   R. — "Anna's   of  the   West,"  edition   of   1858: 

sketch  of  Aiibry  collated  from,  mention  in  foot  note.  .  .  .166 
Annals  of  the  West — Edited  by  James  R.  Albach,  mention.  . .  .    166 
American    Colonist — An    English    piisoner.    taken    by   Aubry 
during  his  journey,  informs  him  of  the  designs  of  the 

English    168 

Argenson  (Marc  Pierre)  Count  d' — Born  France,  1696,  died, 
1764;  French  secretary  war  department  under  Louis 
XV;    gives  Aubry  the  brevet  of  captain  in  the  king's 

army  of  Louisiana   166,  167 

Ascension,  Fort  of — Aubry  receives  orders  from  M.  de  Mc- 
carty to  leave  169 

completed  on  the  2()th  June  (1757);  named  on  account 
of  its  being  on  that  day  that  the  first  stake  was 

driven  at  the  fort   168 

Fort  Massiac  first  called  Fort  Ascension  by  Aubry,  men- 
tion in  exp.anatory  notes 165 

why  so  ca  led 165 

Aubry,  Charles  Phillipe — An  officer  in  the  French  service  in 
Louisiana  and  Illinois,  author  of  "The  Aubry  Manu- 
script,"   (translation  of)    165-170 

account  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Aubry,  captain  of  infantry 

in  the  army  of  the  king  in  Louisiana 166-170 

arrives  at  the  posU  of  the  Illinois 167,  169 

arrives  safe  in  Louisiana  167 

arrives  at  Fort  Du  Quesne 169 

attacked  by  Keraquis,  repulses  them 169 

attacks  the  English  who  were  approaching  on  Fort  Du 

Quesne;   repulses  them   169,  170 

built  Fort  Massic  in  1757,  which  he  called  Fort  As- 
cension, but  afterwards  was  named  Fort  Massiac  in 
honor  of  M.   de  Massiac,   mention   in   explanatory 

notes   165 

captured  by  Sir  William  Johnson  at  siege  of  Fort  Niag- 
ara       165 

charged  with  the  command  of  a  large  convoy  laden  with 

provisions  for  Fort  Du  Quesne 169 

departs  for  Illinois  with  one  hundred  and  fifly  men.  .  .  .    167 

dies  by  shipwreck  near  Bordeaux,  France 167 

enters  the  service  of  the  king  in  the  Lyonnaise  regi- 
ment in  1740   166 

governor   of   Louisiana  to   succeed   d'Abadie 165.    166 

leaves  France  under  orders  to  conduct  recruits  to  New 

Orleans    167 
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led  the  sortie  of  September  14.  ITaS,  at  Fort  l)u  Quesno 
in  the  fight  known  as  "Grant's  defeat,  "  mention  in 

exj)lanatory  notes    1  Gij 

ordered   by  Macarty   to   establish   a   I'ort  on   the    H^'ile 

Riviere   1  )J8 

retained  in  office  in  T>ouisiana  by  courtesy,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  military  forces  of  Spain;  remains  in 
command  until  relieved  in  17(!9  by  Don  Alexander 

O'Reilly,  mention   in  exp  anatory  notes 166 

returns  to  New  Orleans;  mention  in  explanatory  notes.  165 
returns  to  the  Fort  of  the  Ascension,  on  learning  of  the 

superior  forces  of  the  English  169 

returns  to  the  Post  of  the  Illinois;  mention   170 

route  of.  down  the  Mississippi,  up  the  Wabash  to  the 

Miamis  portage,  etc.;  mention  in  explanatory  notes  16.5 
Ruerlord  confides  to  him  the  command  of  expedition  to 

go    from    New   Or  eans   to   Illinois 167 

savages  who  had  atconipanied  Aubry  a  ong  the  Kera- 

quls  River  abandon  him;   mention 168 

successor  of  M.  d'Abadie  as  governor  of  Louisiana.  .165,  166 
turns  th^  colony  of  l.ouisana  over  to  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernor, Don  Antonio  Ulloa 166 

■wins  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  Mr.  de  Ruerlord.  gov- 
ernor of  the  colony  of  Louisiana 167 

Aubry  (The)  Manuscript — Original  document  of  obtained  by 
H.  W.  B9ckwith  from  Paris.  France;  mention  of  in  ex- 
planatory notes    165 

the  only  document  as  yet  known  tiiat  official  y  tells  why 
and  when  Fort  Massiac  wa^  bui  t;  mention  in  ex- 
planatory notes 166 

written  from  Fort  Chartres  of  the  Illinois  in   1758  by 

Charles  Phil  ipe  Aubry;  translation  cf 165-170 

Beaupreau.  Marquis  de — Co'onel  of  the  Lyonna:se  regiment; 

mention  in  explanatory  notes 166 

Beckwith.  Hiram  W.  (H.  W.  B.)— Obtains  the  Aubry  IVIanu- 
scrlpt     (original     document    translated),     from    Paris, 

France;  mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 165 

Belle   Riviere    (Ohio) — Estab  ishment   of   a    fort   on.    by   the 

French  as  a  defense  against  the  English   167.  16S 

Bordeaux — Aubry  lost  at  sea  near  Bordeaux;  mention  in  ex- 
planatory notes    1 66 

Canada — Fort  Du  Quesne.  a  dependant  of  Canada.  500  leagues 
distant  from  the  Illinois  and  1.000  from  New  Or- 
leans         1 6[> 

Chartres  Fort — Mention  of  in  foot  note   168 

Cherokee  (Keraquis)  River  (present  Tennessee  River) — Eng- 
lish had  large  settlements  on;   mention 167 

Craig.  Neville  B.— Author  of  "Olden  Time."  Pittsburgh.  1S4S; 
sketch  of  Aubry  partially  collected   from;    mention  in 

foot  note 166 

Du  Quesne.  Fort — See  Fort  Du  Quesne  for  historical  sketch. 

Aubry  arrives  at  Fort  Du  Quesne 169 

mention  of,  in  explanatory  notes 165 
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razed  to  the  ground  by  the  French  before  the  arrival  of 

the   English,   with    reinforcementts    170 

English    Prisoner    (an    American    Colonist) — mention 168 

Forbes.  General  John — British  officer  in  America,  born  Scot- 
land about  1710;  died  Philadelphia  1759.  Fort  Du 
Quesne  razed  to  the  ground  by  the  French  before  the  ar- 
rival of  reinforcements  from  the  English,  statement 
quoted    from    General    Forbes 170 

Fort  Ascension — Original  name  of  Fort  Massiac! 165 

Fort  Chartres  (built  by  Boisbriant,  1720) — Report,  in  form  of 
letter,  written  at.  by  Aubry;  foundation  of  this  histor- 
ical document;  mention 165 

mention  of  in  foot  note 168 

Fort   Du   Quesne — A  dependent  of  Canada 169 

built  near  present  city  of  Pittsburg,  built  1754  by 
French,  captured  by  English  under  Genera".  Forbes 
1758;   burned;   Fort  Pitt  built  1759 

Aubury  arrives  at 169 

mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 165 

Fort  Massaic — Aubry  manuscript  'the  only  known  docu- 
ment   that    officially    tells    why    and    when    Fort  Mas- 

siac  was  built;   mention  in  explanatory  notes 166 

built  in  1757  by  Aubry;  called  Fort  Ascension,  after 
wards  called  Fort  Massiac  in  honor  of  M.  de  Ma^siac, 
minister  of  the  French  marine  and  colonies;  mention 
in  explanatory  notes    165 

Fort  Massac  Road — Mention  of  in  foot  note 168 

Fort  Niagara — Aubry  captured  in  his  effort  to  raise  the  siege 

of  Fort  Niagara;  mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 163 

Fort  of  the  Ascension — After  completion  of.  Aubry  leaves  it.    168 
Aubry  receives  orders  from  Mr.  de  Macariy  to  leave  the 

Fort  of  the  Ascension  , 168.  169 

completed  on  the  20th  June   (1757).  named  on  account 
of  its  being  on  that  day  (Ascension)  that  the  first 

stake  was  driven  at  the  fort 168 

Fort  Massiac  first  called  Fort  of  the  Ascension 16 j 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana — Present  site  of;  mention  in  explanatory 

note    \    165 

Fort  Niagara — Siege  of,  mention 165 

France — Treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain;   mention  in  ex- 
planatory notes 166 

Frenchmen — Mention    1 CS 

Gayerre,  Charles — Louisiana  historian,  born  1805,  died  1895. 
Author  of  "Historic  Louisiana,"  sketch  of  Aubry  col- 
lated from;  mention  in  foot  note 166 

Gazette  of  France — Makes  mention  of  the  victory  of  Aubry 

of  the  English,  28th  April,  1759;    mention 170 

Germain.  d'Abadie,  St..  M. — Died  1763.  Aubry  succeeds  as  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana 165.  166 

"Grant's  Defeat" — Mention  of  Aubry  as  leading  the  sortie  of 
September  14,  1758,  at  Fort  Du  Quesne  against  the  Brit- 
ish, in  battle  known  as  "Grant's  Defeat" 165 
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Grant,    James — Major    tll'd    or    IliiAlilaiul    icginicnt   of    British 

troops;    mention 165 

Great   Britain — Treaty    of   peace   l)et\veen    I^^rance    and    Great 

Britain;  mention  in  explanatory  notes 166 

"Historie  Louisiana" — By  Gayerre;   mention  in  loot  note....    166 

Hough,  Franklin  B. — Translator  of  M.  Pouchofs  "Memoir 
ui)on  the  late  War  in  North  America  between  the 
French  and  Eng.ish  1755-176.1;"  mention  in  loot  note..    166 

H.  W.  B.  (Beckwith,  H.  \V.) — Author  of  foot  note  giving  the 
route  taken  by  Aubry  to  establish  a  fort  on  the  Belle 
Riviere   166,  168 

Illinois,  Country  of — 

Aubrey  departs  for  Illinois,  20th  July,  1756 K',7 

Fort  Du  Quesne.  a  dependant  of  Canada,  five  hundred 

leagues  distant  from  the  I  linois 169 

Johnson,   Sir  William — British  officer  and  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs,  born  Ire. and  1715,  died  near  Johnstown, 
N.  Y..  1774. 
capturf^  of  Aubry  by,  mention  of  in  exi)!;;naiory  notes.  .    1G5 

Kaskaskia^— Mention  of,  in  foot  note 16S 

Keraquis  (Indian  Tribe) — Aubi-y  attacked  by  Keraquis;  re- 
pulses them   16y 

Keraquis   (Cherokee,  the  present  Tennessee  River) — English 

had  large  settlements  on;  mention 167 

establishment  of  a  fort  by  the  French  near,  as  a  defense 

against  the  English  168 

Massac.  Fort.     See  Massiac. 

Massiac,  Fort — Aubry  manuscript  the  only  known  document 
that   official  y   tells   why  and   when   Fort  Massiac  was 

built;   mention  in  explanatory  notes 166 

built  by  Aubry  in  1757;  mention  in  explanatory  notes.  .    165 
ca  led   Fort   of  the   Ascension,   but   afterwards    named 

Fort    Massiac 165 

officers  left  there  in  absence  of  Aubry;  mention.  .  .  .167,  168 

Massiac,  M.  de — Minister  of  the  French  marine  and  co'.onies. 
Fort  Massiac  named  in  honor  of;  mention  in  explana- 
tory notes 165 

Maumee  River — Mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 16J> 

Memoir — Upon  the  late  war  in  North  America  between  the 
French  and  English,  1755-1760  by  Pouchot;  mention  in 
foot  note  166 

Miamis  Portage — Mention  of  in  explanatory  notes   165 

Mississippi  River — English  making  plans  to  take  possession  of 

points  occupied  by  the  French  on  the  Mississippi  River  167 
mention  of  in  explanatory  notes  165 

New  Or  eans — Aubry  leaves  France  under  orders  to  conduct 

one  hundred  and  thirty  recruits  to  New  Orleans 167 

Fort    Du    Quense    distant    from    New    Orleans    1,000 

leagues 169 

Lake  Erie — Mention  of  in  ex])lanatory  notes 165 

Louisiana — Aubry  arrives  in   Louisiana  wMth   all   the  soldiers 

who  had  been  entrusted  to  his  command 167 
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Aubry  succeeds  M.  d'Abadie  St.  Cermaine  as  governor  of 

Louisiana 165,  166 

.Macarty,    M.     (Makarty,    Chevalier    de) — Born    in    Ireland; 
French  commandant  in  the  Illinois  1V51-1760. 
Aubry  starts  for  the  Post  of  the  Illinois  to  given  an  ac- 
count to  M.  de  Macarty  of  the  operations  of  his 

campaign   169 

commander  for  the  king,  receives  news  that  the  English 
were  preparing  to  enter  the  Bel.e  Riviere,  and  from 

thence  into  the  Mississippi 167 

commandant  of  the  Illinois,  orders  Aubry  to  establish 
a  fort  (Fort  Massac)  on  the  Belle  Riviere  to  check 

the  Eng  ish    168 

New  Orleans — Mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 165 

Niagara  Fort — 

Aubry  captured  at 16.") 

Ohio  River — Mention  of  in  foot  note   163 

C'Reiliy,  Don  Alexander — Born  Ireland  1735,  died  Spain  1794; 
Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana. 

Aubry  relieved  as  governor  of  Louisiana  by  Don  Alex- 
ander  O'Reilly    in    1769;    mention    in    explanatory 

notes   166 

Paris,   France — Historical   document  obtained  at;    mention..    165 
Ponchot  (  M. — Author    of    "Memoir    Upon    the    Late    War    in 
Pouchot  \  North  America  Between  French  and  the   English, 
1755-1760;"  sketch  of  Aubry  collated  from;   mention  in 

foot  note 166 

Portage,  Miamis — Mention  of  in  explanatory  notes 165 

Post  of  the  Ilinois — 

Aubry  returned  to  the  Illinois  Post,  could  not  depart 
till    March    10th,    1758,    on    account    of    the    large 

boats  not  being  ready  and  ladened 1 69 

Aubry  goes  to 167,  1G9,  170 

Ruerlord,  M.  de — Governor  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana 167 

Aubry  wins  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 167 

Savages — Defeat  the  English  who   attack   Fort   Du   Quesne; 

mention    169,  170 

Tennessee  River  (Keraquis  River) — Early  known  as  the  Cher- 
okee River;  mention  in  note 168 

Ulloa,  Don  Antonio — Born  Seville  1716.  died  Isand  of  Leon, 
1795.  Spanish  governor  of  La.;  Aubry  turns  the  col- 
ony   of    Louisiana    over    to;    mention    in    explanatory 

notes    166 

Vandreuil,  Mr.  de — Governor  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana;  men- 
tion (misprint  Vaudreuil) 167 

Vaudreuil,  Pierre  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  de  Cavagnal 
— Born  1698,  died  1764;  son  of  a  former  governor;  him- 
self French  governor  of  Canada  July  1755  to  September 
1760. 

Aubry  wins  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 167 

Wabash  River — Mention  in  explanatory  notes  165 
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INDEX  TO  GEORGE  ROGERS   CLARK'S  CAMPAIGN    IN   THE 
ILLINOIS:    LETTERS    FROM    THE   CANADIAN    AR- 
CHIVES, AND  APPENDIX— PP.  in-4ti3. 


Abbott.    Lieut. -Governor    Edward — British    ofRcer    at    Detroit 
and  Vincennes. 
American  officer  captured  by  Hamilton  has  commission 

from    Abbott    227 

Attempts  to  build  stockade  at  Vincennes 311 

Bentley  hopes  that  Murray  has  exp  ained  to  Abbott  the 

misconduct  of  Rochblave 299 

issues  proclamation  to  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  order- 
ing them  to  take  oath  of  a  legiance  to  England.  . .  .   181 

leaves  English  flag  at  Vincennes 356 

leaves  Vincennes  for   Detroit    197,  203 

letter  of,  reporting  arrival  at  Vincennes  and  state  of  af- 
fairs there;   notes   313-310 

letter  of  Abbott  to  Carleton,   Detroit,   April   25,   1778; 

leaves  Vincennes  on  account  of  expense 317 

letter  of  Abbott  to  Carleton.  July  9,  1777,  Canadian  Ar- 
chives, foot  note    311 

letter  of  Abbott  to  Sackville,  April  13,  1778,  foot  note.  .    311 

official  letter  of   313-318 

ordered  by  Haldimand  to  go  to  Dominica  or  Babadoes.  .    312 

personal  characteristics  of  and  f\iture  career 311-312 

recommends  John   Edgar  for  apppintment  as  commis- 
sary of  Indian  affairs  316 

re'uctant  to  leave  Vincennes;  attached  to  inhabitants..    ;;17 

salary  of  311 

Acts  of  Congress — Foot  note 181 

Ains  ( Ainse,  Jos.) — ^Officer  in  English  Indian  service,  sent  to 

aid  of  Hamilton 398 

Allegheny  Mountains — Mention    175,  286 

Alibanes   ( Indian  Tribe) Mention    389 

America.   War  in — Mention    459 

American  Affaiis — Proclamation  to  the  French  in  America  by 
King  ol  France  declaring  alliance  with  the  American 

cause;   translation   373-376 

American  Archives — Pennsylvania  acts,  in  relation  to  Clark's 

campaign   171 

mention,   foot   note 178 

American  Colonies — Capt.  White  Eves  makes  speech  In  favor 

of   178 

American  Festivities — IVIention    180 

American,  French — Mention   375 

American  Officer — Captured  by  British;   mention 227 

American  Prisons — Mention   374 

American  Prisoners — At  Detroit,  cruelties  practiced  upon.  .269-270 
American  Soldiers — Captured  by  Hamilton 227 
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American    Speeches — To    Wabash    Indians;    proffer   of   be'.ts; 

significance  of  co  ors  of  each,  etc 351 

American    State    Papers — Old    land    grants    at    or    near    Vin- 

eennes ;  foot  note 245 

American  State  Papers — Pub  ic  lands;  foot  note 315,  316 

American  Woman — At  Kaskaskia,  attacked  by  drunken  Dela- 
ware  Indian    281 

Americans — Courage,  talents,  etc.,  of 373 

issue  address  to  Indians   297 

on  arrival  at  Vincennes,  throw  English  flag  in  river.  . .  .   356 
Amherst.    Sir    Jeffrey — English    governor    of    Canada;     born 
1717,    died    1797;    in    1776    became    Baron    Amherst   of 
Holmesdale;  in  1787  Baron  Amherst  of  Montreal;  men- 
tion     460 

Amiable — Young  Indian,  son  of  Chevalier;  mention 334 

Ammunition— Scarcity  of 187,  190,  258,  259,  392 

Andrews.  Captain — English  officer  in  America;  Bolton  recom- 
mends for  office    422 

Angelica  (  The  )  — Eng  ish  boat 421 

Annapolis — Mention     222 

Apalaches    (Appalachian    Mountains) — Mention 306 

Arms — Great  need  of  by  English  troops;   mention.  .221,  344,  392 
Appendix — To  this  volume;   account  and  description  of  Fort 

Gage  at  Kaskaskia,  when  captured  by  Clark 458-463 

Appointments — List  of  sent  to  Ha  dimand 341 

Articles  of  War — Copies  asked  for  by  Col.  Gibson 337,  338 

Assembly  of  Virgina — Mention  185,  190,  385 

Au  Glaize  River    (also  called  Grande  Glaise) — Ottawas  join 

Hamilton  at 220 

August  House  of  France — Mention  375 

Augushawa.  Tawaa  Chief — Mention  in  letter  of  Monture....   380 
Axes — Demanded  by  Indians   (meaning  preparations  for  the 

war  path)  ;   mention 322,  323,  324,  325,  327 

Bad  Birds — Indian  name  for  rumors  or  evil  minded  persons; 

mention , 209,  212,  320 

Baley,  Bailey,  Bayley,  Lieutenant  (later  Captain)  John — Com- 
manded company  rnder  Clark;  born  in  Virginia  1748; 
died  Kentucky  1816. 

attacks  Vincennes;   mention   403 

orderfed  to  march  to  Vincennes  244 

sent  by  Clark  to  join  Helm  at  St.  Vincent  to  surprise 

Celeron ;    see  note   ( H.  W.  B. )    223 

surprises  Indians  while  in  council  at  Fort  Ouiatenon..   223 
Balise  (The) — At  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi;  mention;  foot 

note  459 

Baltimore — Associates  of  John  Murray,  in  the  grant  of  land  by 

the  Pyankeshaws;  mention  in  note 222 

Banner   of   France — Mention 374 

Barbadoes — Island  of;   Abbott  ordered  there  by  Ha'dimand..   312 

Baron,   Major — At  Vincennes;    mention 337 

Barracks — At  Pensr.cola,  to  be  built;  i)'ans  for  same 290-292 

Barrataria — Small  island  in  mouth  of  Tennessee  river  upon 
which   Clark  landed. 
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Batteau — Express  sent  in,  to   Fort  Erie 332 

Batteaus — .Moic-hants  willing  to  forward  goods  in;  mention. 
Hamilton's    letter    to    Haldimand,    dated    Detroit,    Avig. 

8th,     1778 .333 

number  of  employed  on  expedition  of   llamiU/.m 349 

Baubin.  Mr.  Charles — Great  English   partisan  at  the  Miamis, 

forbade  the  Raimbaults  going  to  Vincennes 352 

letters  brought  by 343 

mention 319,  34G 

Bautier — Takes  copy  of  commission  given  by  the  rebels  to  the 

chief  of  the  Renards.  takes  it  to  Major  de  Peyster.  .  .  .   338 

Bayley,    Lieut. — Lieut.    John   Bailey.     (See   Baley. ) 

Beale,  Captain — Resignation  of  asked  for 384 

Beaubin.   (Baubin)   Charles — Interpreter,  in  council  with  the 

Indians.  Detroit,  .June  29th,  1778 319-328 

Beaulow  (Beaulon),  Major — Senior  officer  at  Vincennes;  in- 
structions left  him  by   Abbott 318 

Beauvais,   France — Native  pace  of  .lean  Baptiste  St.  Geme; 

mention     4G0 

Beauvais.  M. — Vitol  St.  Genie,  of  Kaskaskia;  sketch  of.  with 
sketch  of  his  family;  buys  .Jesuit  property  at  Kaskas- 
kia        460 

Beaver  Dams — English  obliged  to  break  down   beaver  dams 

to  let  boatis  pass 363 

Beckwith.  H.  W. — Editor,  explanatory  notes 216,  219 

editorial    and    explanatory    note3    accompanying    Gov. 

Abbott's  letter  from  Vincennes   310-312 

historical    data    on    our    continental     Indian    affairs; 

authorities   quoted;    mention   in   foot   note 181 

note  on  grant  of  land  by  the  Pyankeshaws  of  Vincennes  222 

note  on  dispatches  taken  from  William  Myers 402 

"Memoir  of  Clark,"  reference  to  the  original;  foot  note.    242 
produces  much  of  Judge  Di' Ion's  work  that  relates  to 

Clark's   campaigns;    mention 174 

topographical    map    showing    Clark's    route    from    the 

crossing  of  the  Wabash  to  Vincennes   242 

Beequet.  Sieurs — Batteau  from  Fort  Pitt  take  them  and  their 

goods    309 

Belle  River   (  Ohio)— Mention 336,  337 

Belle  Riviere  (Ohio) — John  Morin  joined  there  by  Butler 304 

Belestre    i 

Be  lestre  -  ^- — Formerly  among  the  Spaniards,  said  to  have 

Bilestre    \  joined  the  rebels 302 

Belts — Celoron  sets  out  from  Detroit  with  bells  and  speeches 

for  the  Indians  of  the  Ouabash 3;'>0 

Deputies  from  the  Ouabash  Indians  satisfied  with  tneir 

recepti(>n  at  Detroit,  and  take  three  war  belts 322 

exchanged  by  Indian  nations  as  pledge  of  aliance....   233 
exchange    of    belts    with    Clark    by    the    Indians    in    coun- 
cil       280 

for  Chickasaws  and  CheroKee  Indians  sent  by  Hamil- 
ton to  Stuart;   mention  in  letter  to  Haldimand...    232 
for   Indians  sent  by  Hamilton 233 
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given  by  Hamilton  to  Mi?quitto    (Miquetto),  Quaiqua- 

bones  war  chiel 32/ 

given  by  Hamilton  to  the  three  nations,  Ouiattonons, 

Mascoutins   and    Qui-qua-bones 324 

green  belt  ot  wampum  denotes  uprightness;  speech  on, 

by  Qui-qua-po-quois,  village  chief  of  the  Ouiattanons  32'i 

mention 208,  209,  212 

offered    by    Americans   to    Indians   at   council    at   Vin- 
cennes;  significance  of  colors;  declined  by  Indians.  .356-358 

offered  by  Americans  to  Wabash  Indians 351 

presented    by  Sa-na-tia  at  the  council  he'd  Detroit,  June 

1778    320 

received  by  Captain  Helm  from  the  great  council  of  the 

Delawares 281 

received  by  the  Indians  of  the  village  of  Ouiattonons; 

mention  in  Sa-pa-tia's  speech  in  reply  to  Hamilton  326 
sent  by  the  Ottauas  and  Chippewas  to  the  Illinois  In- 
dians        366 

sent  by  the  Virginians  to  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas.   432 
white  one  sent  to   English  by  the  great  chief  of  the 

Creeks;  mention  395 

Bentley  (Brently)  Thomas — Merchant  in  Kaskaskia;  petition 
of,  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  calling  attention  to  misconduct 

of  Rocheb'ave  295-298 

applies   for  permission   for  Deiean  to  go   to   Illinois.  . 

307,  308 

arrested  and  placed  in  custody  at  Michilimackinac  by 
DePeyster,  accused  of  correspondence  with  Ameri- 
cans       299 

Clark  asks  that  he  be  exchanged  for  a  prisoner  of  equal 

rank  415 

conduct  of  at  Kaskaskia 300-301 

denies  that  he  has  supplied  gunpowder  to  the  Ameri- 
cans   301-302 

Girciult  (Girault)  writes  to  Lernoult  for  the  release  of  417 
in  letter  to  Murray  gives  detailed  account  of  wrong  do- 
ing of  Rocneb'lave 209-303 

permission  asked  of  Lernoult  that  he  be  returned  to  his 

family    416 

says  he  can  prove  his  innocence  if  free  to  return  to 

Kaskaskia;    mention   302 

urges  Murray  to  write  to  the  governor  of  Post  Vincent 
asking  him  to  forward  to  the  governor  at  Detroit  an 

account  of  his  (  Bentley's)  ti'ansactions 300 

writes  letter  to  Daniel  Murray  at  Kaskaskia  relative  to 

injustice  and  misconduct  of  Rocheb'ave 299-303 

Bentley,  Mrs. — Wife  of  Thomas  Bentley;  mention 303 

Berry,  Lieut. — Necessary  for  him  to  repair  to  Fort  Lawrence  387 
Big  Knife    Cleaning  Clark   and   the  Virginians) — Tobacco's 

son  joins  207 

Clark  holds  council  with  Indians;  warns  them  of  con- 
sequences if  they  break  faith 279 
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nations  on   the  Wabash  and  Omi    (Maumee)    River  ad- 
here to  their  treaties  with  179 

punishment  of  the  Delawares  made  an  example  to  other 

Indians    282 

Tobacco's  son  calls  Helm  "his  brother,  the  Bis  Knife".    278 
Big  Knife  Chief — ^Tobacco's  son   slad   to   receive   Helm,   ca.ls 

him  Big  Knife  Chief 2!i(i 

Big  Knife — Tobacco's  son  tells  the  Delaware  Indians  that  the 

Big  Knife  had  refused  to  make  peace  with  them 28'} 

Big  Knives — Grand  Chief,  the  Tobacco's  son,  a  friend  to 255 

mention 208.  209.  210.  212.  213,  32(J 

name  by  which  the  Americans,  and  particularly  Virgin- 
ians were  called  by  the  Indians,  foot  note 20(1 

persecutions  of,  by  the  English 210-212 

(rebels,   but   particularly   Virginians),   reference  to   in 
speech  of  Cha-ha,  war  chief  of  the  Ouiattonons,  at 

council  held  in   Detroit,  June,  1778 321 

reference  to  in  speech  of  Sa-pa-tia.  in  reply  to  Hamilton 

at  council  held  in  Detroit.  1778 32*; 

Big  Muddy  River — Mention   240 

Billiard  Tables — At  Vincennes.  destroyed  l)y  Hamilton;  men- 
tion      234 

Billtre.  Mr.— Mention   302 

Bird    (Henry)    Captain    (English  officer) — Arrives  at  Detroit 

with  troops  from  Niagara 353 

to    Lernou't.    extract    of    letters    from    St.    Duski     ( San- 
dusky) received.  17th  of  April.  1779 427 

Birds  (Bad  Birds) — Indian  name  for  rumors  or  evil  minded 

persons    209.   212.   320 

Blockhouse — Raising  of  one  at  Post  Vincennes;   mention....   393 
Blockhouse  Stations — For  security  and  defense;  mention....    173 
Blockhouses — Description    of    blockhouses    in    the    forts    con- 
structed in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  Virginia 

and  Kentucky  183 

Blockhouses  at  Pensacola — Pans  for,  numbers  of 290-292 

Bloody  Belt— Mention   209,  212 

Bloomer.  Captain — English  commandant  at  tha  Natchey 390 

Bluff  (The)— Mention   218-219 

Boat  (Armed) — Clark  finds  it  neccessary  to  station  one  at  the 

Ohio     453-454 

Boat — Mississippi    (keel)   boat;   mention 239 

captured  by  sentry  of  Clark's  army 250 

Boats— Mention    190.  272,  280.  286,  306,  361 

Boeuff.  Fort  le 422 

Boisbriant.    Pierre    Duque    (Dugue) — Born    1675.    died    1740; 

built  Fort  Chartres  1720   .  . 

Bolons.  Messrs — Confirm  to  Captain  Chene  account  of  capitu- 
lation of  Vincennes   425 

Bolton.  Captain  Mason  Cater  Colonel  Bolton) — British  officer, 
commandant  at  Niagara;  letter  to  Haldimand,  with  let- 
ter of   Lernoult  enclosed 420-421 

letter  to  Haldimand.  Fort  Niagara,  that  the  service  re- 
quires reinforcements    421-422 
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Lernoult  orrlers  him  to  sail  to  Niagara  witli  news  of  the 

situation  at  Detroit    370 

mention   388,  392,  399 

writes  letter.  Niagara,  Nov.  13.  1778,  to  Haldimand,  re- 
lating to  Indian  affairs  and  Hamilton's  expedition 

to  Vincennes 369-371 

orders  soldiers  sent  to  Detroit   370 

Bonner's  House — At  Kaskaskia  mortgaged  to  Bent:ey  and  lan- 

dron;  Rocheblave  discriminates  against  Bentley 301 

Bonner  (perhaps  Pierre  Bonneau )  —  Inhabitant  of  Kaskaskia. 

299-303 

note  of,  mention 300-301 

note  to  Bentley;  Rocheblave's  arbitrary  conduct  in  mat- 
ter    300-301 

Boon,  Squire   (Brother  of  Daniel  Boone) — Copy  of  '.etter  of, 

to  Colone".  Campbell,  dated  "Falls  of  the  Ohio" 423 

in  regard  to  sending  his  horse  by  William  Morris,  etc.  .   423 

Bosson,  Captain — Rebels  proceed  to  the  house  of,  at  Vincennes.  424 

Bosseron — Letter  to,  from  Rocheblave 309 

Bosseron   ( Boseron)— Captain  Francis,  served  under  Helm  at 
Vincennes  

Bosseron,  Major  Francis — Buried  his  powder  during  British 

domination  at  Vincennes;  produces  it  for  the  Americans  259 
service  of 272 

Boston — Languedoc.  his  majesty's  vessel  in  the  harbor  of,  28th 

of  October,  1778 ;  mention  376 

mention   314,  323.  376 

Bottetourt  County,  Va. — Clark  and  Jones  learn  that  they  are 

too  late  for  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  when  they  reach.    18G 

Bowman,  Captain  Joseph — Mention   402 

Bowman,  John — First  county  lieutenant  of  Kentucky,  born  in 

Virginia    283 

Bowman,  Coonel  John — Clark  receives  an  express  from,  re- 
pulsed at  the  Shawnees  town:    mention 285 

Bowman,   Major  Joseph — Brother  of  John   Bowman,   born  in 
Virginia,  died  1779  at  Fort  Patrick  Henry  (Vincennes) 

Bowman.   Joseph — Commander   of   company   in   Clark's   cam- 
paign, mention  194,  196 

commands  garrison  at  Cahokia 205 

copy  of  Clark's  letter  to  Hamilton  from  his  manuscript 

journal ;  foot  note 265 

diary  or  journal  of,  mention 171,  248-250 

letter  to  Governor  Patrick  Henry    413 

mention 191,  194,  196,  402,  250,  270,  285 

ordered  to  leave  Cahokia  and  join  Clark  at  Kaskaskia 

237-238 

present  at  conference  between  Clark  and  Hamilton.  .  .  .   267 

Bowman  (Fort)  in  Kahos — Treaty  of  alliance  given  by  George 
Rogers  Clark  at,  to  Kinaytounak,  chief  of  the  Renard 

nation  ;  mention 338 

to  Lernoult,  letter  of,  dated  Fort  Pt.  Henry,  March  20th. 

1779    416 

Bowman's  Journal— Mention  171,  242,  243,  267,  270.  284 
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Brackenridge.  Henry  M.— Author  of  "Recollections  of  Persons 

and  Places  in  the  West ; "  mention 460 

Brandy — Owned  by  Le  Chance,  confiscated  by  soldiers 300 

Brashear.     Lieut.    Richard 280 

.Brehim,  Captain    (English  officer) — Mention 451 

British  Troop ^ — .Mention   229 

Brodhead.  Co'onel  Daniel — Born  probably  in  state  of  New 
New  York;  died  at  Milford.  Pa..  1S()9:  called  by  the  In- 
dians "The  Great  Sun" 385,  386 

Brodhead — Gibson's  letter  to  Brodhead.  dated  Fort  Lawrence,' 

•  January    22nd.    L779 38.5 

Brodhead,  Colonel — Gibson   urges  that  he  be  sent  to  aid  of 

Moravians 386 

Brownsville,  Pa.   (Red  Stone  Old  Fort)— On  the  river  Monon- 

gahela;  mention  in  foot-note 191 

Bu-con-ge-he-la  (Delaware  Chief) — Mention  in  foot  note 181 

Bude,  General   (  ?)— Haldimand  to,  letter  dated,  Quebec,  17th 

June,  1779   450-452 

Buffalo  (American) — Mention   253 

Bu-kon-ge-he-!a    ] 

Buckongahelas 

Bu-con-ge-he-la     '    A  distinguished  Delaware  chief 175 

Bu-kon-ge-he-la    \ 

Puck-on-che-luh   i 

After  the  battle  of  "The  Fallen  Timbers"  would  have  no 

more  to  do  with  the  English — note  to  the  Editor.  176-177 

His  regard  for  Gen.  Clark 177 

on  his  death  bed,  tells  his  tribe  to  rely  on  the  friend- 
ship of  the  United  States " 177 

Puck-on-che-luh,   one    form   of  the   name,   meaning  of 

it,    foot   note 175 

speech  to  the  Indians   .175-1 76 

Takes  no  part  in  the  treaty  of  Fort  Mcintosh.     Note 

by    the    Editor     177 


mention 


176 


Burgoyne's  Army— Capture  of,  mention 190 

Burron,   Captain— Good    conduct  of,   mentioned    bv   Helm   in 

letter  to  Clark " 226 

Butler's  History  of  Kentucky,  p.  99— Explanatory  note  froni!  '   286 

mention  foot  note j93 

Butler's  History  of  Kentucky,  '33— By  Di  Ion:  quoted  in  foot 


note 


183 


Butler,  Captain — Mention 371 

Butler,  Colonel— Writes  Haldimand  in  regard  to  Indian  affairs  422 
Butler,  Colonel  Richard— Commissioner  at  Fort  Pitt;  Bu-kon- 
ge-he-la  takes  no  notice  of;  mention  in  note  by  the  ed- 


itor 


177 


one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  continental 
congress  for  the  purpose  of  making  treaties  with 

the  Indians;  mention  in  foot  note 175 

Butler,   Henry— Examination   of,   before   Rocheblave   at   For. 

^^S® 304-306 

make  his  mark  to  sign  papers 305-306 

swears  to  truth  of  his  testimony.  . .  '        soc 

—35 
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Butler,  Major   (or  Col.  John) — At  Niagara;    Hamilton  sends 

substance  of  Captain  Helm's  letter  to;  mention 392 

Butler,  Mann — Butler's  history  of  Kentucky,  anecdote  from; 

mention   in  foot  note 183,  193.  219.  286 

Cabins — Of  the  Indians  at  the  fort   (Ouiatenon),  number  of; 

mention  221 

Cahokia — Bowman  ordered  by  Clark  to  evacuate  the  fort.  .237-238 

council  fire  kind  ed  at   231 

inhabitants  of  take  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia.  .203,  214 
garrison  established  at  by  George  Rogers  Clark,  Capt. 

Joseph  Bowman  in  command  205 

great  council   with   the   Indians  held  at  by  Clark.  .208-214 

home  residence  of  Gibault,  note  201 

Indians  visit  to  make  treaties  with  Americans 208 

number  of  rebe'.  force  there,  mention 232 

rebels  send  a  detachment  with   officer  to  receive  sub- 
mission of  inhabitants,  etc 330 

troops  of  Clark  divided  between  Post  Vincennes,  Kas- 

kaskia,  Cahokia  and  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio 285 

volunteer  companj'  of  French  Mi  itia  join  Capt.  Bowman 

when  he  was  despatched  to  take  Cahokia 203 

Calamities  of  War — Mention 374 

Caldwell  (English  vessel) — Arrival  of.  at  Niagara;  mention.  .   422 

Calumet    (Pipe) — Mention    319 

Calvert.  Sieur — Application  to  Haldimand  to  secure  passport 

for   440 

Campbell,  Colonel  Arthur — Member  of  the  Virginia  assembly, 

opposed  to  Kentucky,  being  a  new  county  of  Va 18S 

Campbell,  Lieut.  Col.  John — Gibson  asks  after  goods  in  charge 

of 387 

letter  from   Clark  dated   Pittsburg,    informing  him   of 

the  treaties  between  France  and  America 197 

mention 454 

Cample,    Lieut.    Col.    (English    Officer) — Sent    I  angade    and 

Gautier  to  Michilimakinac 3C7 

Canada— Mention 172,  216,  276,  313,  323.  329,  370,  376,  443,  459 

Canadian  Archives.  1772-1780 — Literal  copies  of  letters  from.  . 

290-457 

Series  B.  vol.  5,  p.  73.  N.  Y..  March  16.  1772.     Gage  to 

Haldimand    290-292 

Series  B.  vol.  69.  p.  270.  New  Orleans,  July  6,  1772.     Wil- 
ling to  Haldimand 293-294 

Series  B,  vol.  185.  p.  2.  Illinois  Pt.  Kaskaskia,  April  10, 

1777,  Bentley  to  Carleton  295-298 

Series  B,   vol.   185.   p.  lo,  Misilamackinac,   1st  August, 

1777.     Bentley   to    Murray 299-303 

Series  B,  vol.   122.  p.   21,  Butler's  examination  before 

Rocheblave;    translation    304-306 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  512,  July  6,  1780,  Fort  Clark,  Kas- 
kaskia. Montgomery  to  De  Peyster 307,  308 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  40.     Extract  of  a  letter  from  Roche- 
blave to  Bosseron,  translation,  Feb.  28,  '78 309 
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Series   Q.   Colonial   office    records,    vol.    14.    p.    48:    Vin- 

oennes.  May  25,  1777.     Abbott  to  Carleton 8i:]-31f; 

editorial,  explanatory  to  Abbott's  letter  of  May  2'),  1777 

". .310-.''.12 

Series  B.  vol.  122.  p.  48,  Detroit,  Apri:  25,  1778.     Abbott 

to  Carleton    317-318 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  75.     Council  held  with  the  Indians 
at   Detroit.   June-July.   1778,   by  the   Eng'ish    Lieu- 
tenant  Governor,    Hami.ton 319-328 

Series  B,  vol.  182,  p.  489.  Address  or  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Vincennes  to  the  governor  of  Virgin- 
ia; translation 329 

Series  2.  vo".  15.  p.  230.     Hamilton  to  Carleton  (  ?)  .330,  331 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  115.    Hamilton  to  Carleton 332-333 

Series  B,  vol.  96,  p.  6.  no.  4,  Michilimackinac,  15th  Aug- 
ust. 1778.     DePcyster  to  Carleton   334-335 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  137.  Celoron  to  Hamilton.  August 

28,  1778 33G-337 

Series  B.  vol.  122,  p.  130,  copy,  treaty  of  alliance  between 
Kinaytounak,    Chief  of   the  Renard    nation   of   In- 
dians, and  George  Rogers  Clark,  commandant  of  the 
eastern  I  linois,  August  28,  1778 338 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  1(!7.  Hamilton  to  Haldimand,  De- 
troit. Sept.  22.  1778 339-347 

Series  B,  vol.  99.  p.  171.  Proportion  of  stores  taken 
from  Detroit  upon  an  expedition  to  the  Illinois  by 
Lt.  Governor  HamilUon,  signed  Henry  Du  Vernet,  2d 
Lieut,   of  Artillery 348-349 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  287.  30th  January,  1779.  Return  of 

the  state  of  his  majesty's  garrison  of  Fort  Sackville  350 

Series  B.  vo'.  122,  p.  211.  Hamilton  to  Haldimand,  De- 
troit, Oct.  7.1778 351-353 

Series   B.   vol.    122,    p.    217.     Hamilton    to    Haldimand. 

Rocher  de  Bout.  Oct.  14,  '78 354-355 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  219.  Hamilton  to  Haldimand, 
Rocher  de  Bout,  Oct.  14.  1778.  Proceedings  of  the 
rebels  at  St.  Vincennes  as  related  by  Neegik,  an 
Ottawa  war  chief,  to  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 356-358 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  222.  Miarais  Town,  Oct.  28,   1778. 

Hamilton  to  Haldimand 359-360 

Series  B.  vol.  122.  p.  224,  Nov.  1,   '78.     Camp  at  Petite 

Riviere.     Hamilton   to   Haldimand 361-363 

Series  B.  vol.  96.  p.  19.  Mi<'hilimackinac.  Oct.  24,  1778. 

De  Peyster  to  Haldimand   364-366 

Series  B,  vol.  96.  p.  23.  Michilimackinac,  Oct.  27th,  1778. 

DePeyster  to  Haldimand    367-368 

Series  B.  vol.  96,  p.  232.  Niagara,  Nov.  13.  1778.     Bolton 

to  Haldimand  369-371 

Series  B,  vol.  182.  p.  14.  American  Affairs.  A  declara- 
tion from  the  King  of  France  to  all  the  ancient 
French  in  North  America;  trans'ation;  signed 
Kstaing 373-376 
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Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  263,  St.  Vincennes,  Jan.  13,  1779. 

Hamilton  to  DeGalvis 377-378 

Series  B,  vol.   122,  p.  3U8,  Cooshocliing,  Jan.  18,  1779. 

Killbuck  to  Montour  379 

Fort  Pitt,  Jan.  1,  1779.     Dodge  to  Montour 380 

Series   B,  vol.   122,  p.   311,   Ochi   Town.   Jan.   19,   1779. 

Zeisberger  to  Gibson   381-382 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  309,  Fort  Lawrence,  Jan.  22,  1779. 

Gibson  to  Mcintosh   383-384 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  314,  Fort  Lawrence,  January  22, 

1779.     Gibson    to    Brodhead 385 

Fort  Lawrence,  Jan.  22,  1779.     Gibson  to  Morgan..   386 

Gibson  to  Taylor    387-388 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  266,  St.  Vincennes,  Jan.  24,  1779. 

Hamilton  to  Haklimand 389-393 

Series  B,  vo".  122,  p.  273.     Substance  of  a  conference 

with    the   Indians.    St.    Vincennes,   Jan.     26,     1779. 

Hamilton  to  Haklimand  394-397 

Series  B,  vol.  96,  p.  25,  Michilimaclvinac,  Jan.  29,  1779. 

DePeyster  to  Haklimand 398-399 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  284.  St.  Vincennes,  Jan.  30,  1779 

(not  1780).     Hamilton  to  Haklimand 400-401 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  289,  with  explanatory  note  by  ed- 
itor.    Journal  of  G.  R.  C!ark 402-407 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  297.     Hami'.ton  to  Lernoult 408 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  298.     Hay  to  Lernoult,  Vincennes, 

March  8,  1779 409 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  304,  Ft.  Pt.  Henry,  March  9,  1779. 

G.  R.  Clark  to  Gov.  Henry   410-411 

Series  B.  vol.  122,  p.  307,  Ft.  Pt.  Henry.   St.  Vincent, 

March    10,  1779.     G.  R.  Clark  to  Col.  Harrison 412 

Series  B.  vol.  122,  p.  303,  St.  Vincent,  March  12,  1779. 

Bowman  to  Gov.  Plenry  .  .  .  .  ; 413 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  302.     A  warrant  from  G.  R.  C:ark 

to  Wm.  Moires,  Fort  Pt.  Henry,  March  13,  1779 411 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  301,  Fort  Pt.  Henry.  March  16,  1779. 

Clark  to  Lernoult 415 

Series  B.  vol.  22  (122?),  p.  299.  Fort  Pt.  Henry,  March 

20,  1779.     Bowman  to  Lernoult 416 

Series  B,  vol.  122.  p.  300,  Fort  Pt.  Henry,  St.  Vincent, 

21st  March,  1779.     Girault  to  Lernoult 417 

Series  B,  vol.  96,  p.  27,  no.  12.  Michilimackinac,  March 

29,  1779.     DePeyster  to  Haklimand 418-419 

Series  B,  vol.  96,  p.  258,  Niagara,  April  2,  1779.  Lernoult 

to    Bolton    420-421 

Bolton  to  Haklimand  420-422 

(Bolton  to  Haklimand,  with  enclosure  of  Lernoult 
to  Bolton). 
Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  330.  Cantucky  County,  the  Fa'ls  of 

Ohio,  April  4.  1779.     Squire  Boon  to  Col.  Comble 

(Campbell?)     42C 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  337.  Account  brought  in  from  Post 

St.  Vincents  by  Capt.  Chene 424-426 
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Series  B.  vol.  122.  p.  336.     Bird  to  l.ernoiilt 427 

Series  B.  vol.  181,  p.  1(57,  Port  St.  Vincennes.  18th  April, 

1779.     H.  S.  to  a  friond 42S 

Henry  to  Gibson   429 

Series  B,   vol.   122,   p.  342.     Clark  to   Nanaloibi,   Pout. 

chief,  Apri'  20,  1779 430-431 

Series  B,  vo'.  96,  p.  29,  no.  13,  Michilimackinap.  2d  May, 

1779.     DePeyster  to  Haldimand 432-433 

Series  B,  vol.  122,  p.  345.  Huron  Village,  May  7,  1779. 

Monforton  to   l.ernoult;    translation 434-435 

Series  B,  vol.  96,  p.  32,  no.  14,  Michilimackinac.  May  13, 

1779.     DePeyster  to  Haldimand   436-438 

Series  B.  vol.  96,  p.  92,  no.  10.     Quebec,  May  20,  1779. 

Haldimand  to   DePeyster 439-440 

no.   11,  Quebec.   May   20.   1779.     Ha  (liinand   to  De- 
Peyster   ■ 441-442 

Series  B,   vol.   122.   p.   348.     St.   .Joseph.   May   29.    1779; 

translation.     Chevalier   to   LernoultJ 443-444 

Series  B.  vol.  54.  p.  85,  no.   18.     Quebec,  June  7.  1779. 

Haldimand  to  I^ord  George  Germain 445-449 

Series  B,  vol.  66,  p.  137;   translation;   Quebec,  June  17, 

1779.     Haldimand  to  Gen.  de  Bude  (?) 450-452 

Series   B,    vol.    97.    p.   224.     Louisville.    Sept.    23,    1779. 

Clark  to  Jefferson,  forwarded  by  De  Peyster.  .  .  .   453-455 
Series  B,  vo:.  122,  p.  478;   translation.     Greeting  from 
inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia;  Montgomery.  Cato,  Win- 
ston and  St.  Germain,  to  the  Indians  and  French- 
men   in    America;    a   P'rench    proclamation   at   the 

Cascaskias.  May  6.  1780 456-457 

Haldimand  collection,  from  Canadian  Archives,  letters 
especially  so  marked.  Hamilton  to  Haldimand.  let- 
ter of  220-225 

Hamilton's   notice  to   the    inhabitants   of   St.   Vin- 

cennes    (translation )     237 

letter  from  Hamilton  to  Haldimand .227-235 

official  remarks  on  same    235-236 

letter  from  Helm  to  Clark  226 

mention,  foot  note  462,  463 

Canadians — Mention   375,  421,  437,  446,  418 

Cannon,  Need  of— Mention   191,  192,  253.  254 

Canoes,  Use  of— Mention 249,  250,  253,  368 

Capitulation  of  Vincennes  by  the  British,  articles  of 270-271 

Captain    (The)    (He^m) — Mention 270 

Car  Bonneanx  (Carbonneaux.  Louis  Pierre  Francois  Carbon- 
neaux).  signs  as  sheriff,  the  testimonv  of  Henrv  But- 
ler     ' 305,   306 

Carleton,  Gen.  Sir  Guy — Afterwards  Lord  Dorchester;  Gov. 
Gen.  of  Canada  1786-1796.     Bentley  desires  to  present 

petition  to,  relating  to  misconduct  of  Rocheblave 300 

letter   addressed   to,    by   Abbott 313-316 

letter  from  Rocheblave.  foot  note  462 

letter  to,  from  Abbott   313-317 

letter  to,  from  Abbott  317-318 
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letter  to  Sackville,  mention  in  foot  note 463 

mention    366,  368 

orders  Capt.  Lord,  with  trooi)s  from  Kaskaskia  to  De- 
troit       463 

petition  to  from   Murray,  Kennedy  and    Bentley,  mer- 
chants of  Kaskaslvia,  complaining  of  the  injustice 

of  Rocheblave    295-298 

recommends  Rocheblave    463 

Car'.ysle,  Pa.  (Carlisle) — Congress  in  session  there;  testimony 

of  Henry  Butler  305 

Carpenters,   Need  of — Mention    291 

Carts — Mention    349 

Cascaskias — P^rench   proclamation  at 456,  457 

Cassety,  James — Lieutenant  of  militia.   Irishman  in  English 

service;  mention;  Hamilton  to  Haldimand 342 

Cat  River — Indian  grants  of  land  upon 222 

Cato,  S. — Signs  proclamation  to  the  French  of  Illinois 457 

Celoron  (Celown) — At  Ouittonon,  Hami  ton  informed  that  he 

has  received  visits  in  the  interest  of  the  rebels 351 

British    Indian   agent  of  the  Wea  section  of  the   Wa- 
bash        223 

•  brother  of,  in  the  rebel  service,  mention 363 

Hamilton  fully  convinced  of  his  treachery  and  coward- 
ice; his  conduct  fully  described 223,  354,  355 

Hamilton  meets  him  in  the  lake 359 

leaves  Detroit  for  Ouittonon  with  belts  and   speeches 

for  the  Indians  of  the  Ouabache   330,  332 

leaves  Ouittonon  on  liearing  of  American  speeches  to  In- 
dians ;   goes  to  Miamis  352 

letter    from   Celoron   to    Hamilton,    dated     at    Miamis, 

28th   August,   1778    336-337 

makes  his  escape  before  the  arrival  of  Captain  Helm.  ..  223 
runs  away  on   rumor  of  arrival   of  Americans;    takes 

furs  with  him    35  4-355 

spreads   report   among  the    Indians   of  arriva'.   of  the 

Americans    355 

unfit  to  command  at  Wiagtanon,  opinion  of  Hamilton; 

reasons  given;    mention   232,  233,  236.  359 

writes  that  Baptiste  Chapoton,  Bosseron,  Jr..  and  Le 
Gras  are  on  good  terms  with  rebel  officers  at  Vin- 

cennes    343 

Chabert,  Lieut.    (Philippe   Joncaire) — Of  the    Indian   depart- 
ment, Detroit,  express  sent  in  batteau  by.  to  Fort  Erie.    332 
Cha-ha — Ouittonous    war    chief,    presented    with    an    axe    by 

Hami'ton.  sings  a  war  song,  etc 327 

presented  with  the  war  belt  by  Misquitto 327 

speech  of,  at  council  held  at  Detroit,  June.  1778 321 

speech  of  to  Hamilton,  sings,  etc 328 

Chain  of  Forts— Mention    216 

Chaina,  Isidore — Interpreter;  mention   420 

Chamblae    (Chamblace) — Haldimand    at 367 

Chamintawa    (Ottawa  Chief) — Makes  his  escape   with   Capt. 

Chene  from  Vincennes 424 
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Chance — See  La  Chanee. 

Chapline    (Chaplin),  Abraham    (Ahiam) — Commander  under 

George  Rogers  Clark;  left  at  Post  Vincennes  by  Clark.    280 
Chapman.  Seigeant — Reports  tliat  troops  have  no  shoes  and 

wi  1  not  marc  h  on  St.  Josephs 455 

Chapoton.  Jean  Baptiste — Mention 343,  344 

Chartres.  Fort— Mention .  .217,  291,  293,  310.  459.  4G1 

Chene,  Captain — Enseway.   Sastaritsi   and   Chene  attempt  to 

enter  Vincennes   424 

mention    424-42(; 

Chequitas,     Indians 45(> 

Cherakees  )  Indians — Commence   hostilities   against    the    Ken- 

Cherokecs  \         tuckians    • 187 

Cherakee,   Indians — Hamilton  sends  belts  to;    meention.  .232,  233 
one  of  the  nations  mentioned  in  plans  of  southern  In- 
dians       389 

probably  present  at  Indian  Counei!  at  Cherakee  river, 

mention    232,  233 

Cherakee   River — Now  the  Tennessee   River 233 

mention    389 

Chesne,    Isidore — Sworn      interpreter      with    the    Indians    in 

council  at  Detroit,  June  29.  1778 319-328 

Chesnes.   Pointe   de — Mention    354 

Cheva'ier.  Monsieur  Louis — Arrived  at  Miamis  town  from  St. 
Joseph  with  Indians;  Hamilton  thinks  his  visit  import- 
ant       360 

at  St.  Joseph's,  holds  the  pass  to  Detroit;  mention.  .  .  .   334 

DePeyster's  opinion  of,   mention 342 

executes    orders    to   clothe    Pottawattamies,    sends    ac- 
counts to   DePeyster    444 

in  letter  to  Lernoult,  asks  information  as  to  his  plans 

to  overcome  the  rebels 444 

influence  with  the  Pottawattamies;   mention   334 

mention    342.  360,  361.  364,  365,  398.  418 

to  Lernoult,  letter  dated  St.  Joseph.  May  29.   1779.  .443-445 
young  Indian  at  Montreal  named  Amiable,  son  of;  men- 
tion        334 

Chicagou — Mention    357 

Chicagow — Virginians  at;    mention 433 

Chichogow    ( Chicago)    River — Mention    439 

Chichas    Indians    456 

Chickasaa  River   (  Cherakee  River) — Mention 233 

Chikasaws  (Chikasaes,  Chickesees)   Indians — Hamilton  sends 

belts  to    232 

mention    232,  2.33.  345.  396.  453 

one  of  the  nations  mentioned  in  plans  of  southern  In- 
dians       389 

Children  (American) — Prisoners  at  Detroit;  cruelties  prac- 
tised upon  by  British  and  Indians 269,  270 

Chimnev  Rock — Mention   in   Bowman's  Journal 243 

m'ention    241 ,   243 

Chip-kaw-kay — Meaning  brushwood,   name  of   Indian   village 

near  Vincennes.  the  home  of  Tobacco's  son 206 
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Chippowas    (Chippeweys.   Chippoweys)    Indians — Accompany 

Hamilton    '...".   361 

bolts  sent  to  Illinois  Indians  by 366 

chiefs  of.  at  conference,  Ft.  Sackville 394 

in  council  Sept.   28.   1778;    mention 341 

mention     

.  .322.  324,  341.  361.  366.  367,  380.  393.  394.  397.  418.  432.  436 
winter  near  the  Grand   River.   DePeyster  sends   Lang- 
lade  with   presents   to    307 

Choctow    Indians — Mention    39H 

one  of  the  nations  mentioned  in  plans  of  southern  In- 
dians        389 

Church  at  Vincennes — Hamilton  convenes  the  inhabitants  in; 
inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes  take   the  oath   of  alle- 

friance  in  church  at 204 

Claimants  to  Lands  in  the  Illinois  Country — Mention 287.  288 

Clark,    Captain — Of   the   Pennsylvania  regiment;    Gibson    re- 
ceives supplies  by    383 

Clark    (Colonel,  later  Genera').  George  Rogers — Born  Alber- 
marle    county,    Va..    1752;    died    near    Louisville.    Ky.. 
1818;   buried  Cave  Hill  cemetery.  Louisville, 
accounts  of  his  conquests  in  the  Illinois,  by  various  au- 
thorities, differences  in 242 

achievements  of  in  the  west;   mention   242 

answer  to   Hamilton   sent  by   Capt.   Helm   at  siege  of 

Vincennes    404,   405 

army  of.  marches  through  water  of  the  Little  Wabash.    247 

army  of.  mention  of 243.  248.   254 

asks   Lernoult   for     exchange      of    American    prisoner 

Bentley    41,5 

bold  attack  on  Kaskaskia  174 

calls  Hami'ton  the  "Hair  Buyer  General" 255 

campaign  of  in  the  Illinois  at  first  not  for  acquisition 

of  territory,  but  to  protect  frontier  from  Indians.  .    173 

capture  of  Vincennes    246-274 

Collett's  map  of  Clark's  route  from  the  Wabash  to  Vin 

cennes    241 

commandant  of  the  Eastern  I'linois;  mention  by  Ham- 
ilton     ' 230 

communicates  his  designs  to  Gov.  Patrick  Henry 190 

confers  with  Hamilton.  Capt.  He"m  present 405 

conquest   of   the    Illinois    171-289 

Corn  Is  and.  at  Falls  of  Ohio,  taken  by  Clark 195 

corps  commanded  by.  to  act  under  the  laws  and   reg- 
ulations of  the  state  of  Virginia 192 

correspondence  between   Governors  Henry   and   Jeffer- 
son and  George  Rogers  Clark 172 

contracts  for  flour  and  other  stores 193 

copy  of  warrant  given  to  William  Moires  by  Clark.  .  .  .   414 
crosses  the  upper  branches  of  the  Big  Muddy,  the  North 
fork  of  the  Saline,  the  two  main  branches  of  the 

Little  Wabash 240.  24 1 

delegate  from  Harrodstown.  Ky.,  to  Va.  Assembly 186 
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decides  to  take  Vimeniies.  sends  letter  to  British  com- 
mandant, i'oi)y  of  letter,  reply  to  letter  by  Hamilton   205 
description  of  his  taking  Fort  Gage  and  Kaskaskia.458-4G3 
Dejean  given  permission  to  visit  his  headquarters  in 

the  Illinois  by 308 

Detroit,  plans  and  hopes  for  capture  of 275-278 

dictates  terms  to   Hamilton   for  the  surrender  of  Vin- 

cennes     2GG-271 

Dillon,  Judge  John  B.,  memoir  of  C'ark  published  by.  .   242 

directs  Capt.  Helm  how  to  manage  the  Delaware^ 282 

dispatches  Maj.  Lienetot  to  Vincennes 284 

divides  his  army  into  two  divisions:    surrounds  fort: 
secure.s    the    Governor.     &c. ;     Clark-Mason     letter 

quoted    20'^ 

Duff    (John)    and   partv   of  hunters  join   expedition   of 

Clark    I'.n 

Favorably  impressed  by  Hamilton;    consents  to  terms 
for    British    surrender    of    Vincennes;    articles    of 

capitulation 270,  271,  272 

fears    losing    large    tracts   of    land    in    Ky.,    known    as 

the  great  French  Lick 411 

few  changes  noticed  in  the  old  trail  taken   by  Clark 

from  Kaskaskia  to  Vincennes;   note 240 

foresight   and    military    genius   of;    mention 463 

Fort  Massac,  Clark  conceals  boats  near 198 

French  asist  him  in  making  treaties  with  Indians.  .  .  .   208 
Frenchmen    taken    prisoners   by,    offer  to    go    to   their 

homes  in  Vincennes  to  bring  provisions,  etc 251 

gains    for    the    colony    of    Virginia    the    domain    later 
known  as  "the  territory  of  the  U.  S.  nortJhwest  of 

river  Ohio"    171 

Gibault    accompanied    by    aged    citizen    of    Kaskaskia, 

waits  on  Clark;  mention 201,  202,  203 

Hamilton  and  Clark;  negotiations  at  Vincennes 

266,  267,  403,  404,  406,  407 

Harrison,  Co'.  Benj.,  Speaker  of  house,  Williamsburgh, 

Va.,  letter  to 412 

Harrodstown,  Ky. — Clark  appoints  convention  at 186 

Helm  informs  Clark  that  the  Delawares  are  hostile.  .  .  .   281 

Helm,  letter  from 226 

Henry,  Moses,  appointed  Indian  agent  at  Vincennes  by.  245 
Henry,  Governor  Patrick,  enters  heartily  into  enterprise 
oi  Clark:   issues  instructions  for  money  and  supplies..   191 
Henry,  Governor  Patrick,  letter  toregarding  purchase 

of  horses    410 

Henry,  Governor  Patrick,  instructions  to  Clark 191,  193 

holds  council  with  Indians,  makes  speech.  .208,  209,  212,  279 

hods  great  council  with  Indians  at  Cahokia 208-214 

hopes  to  send  a  map  of  the  country  to  Governor  Pat- 
rick   Henry 411 

r.linois,  Clark's  conquest  of 171-289 

Indian  forays,  causes  that  led     Clark  on  to  plan  and 

make  the  venture  of  his  campaign 172 
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Indians  in  council   with,  renew  friendship 280 

Jefferson   earlj'   foresaw   what  might   be   the  result  of 

Clark's  campaign;   mention  in  note    (H.  W.  B.)..   289 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  letter  to 453,  454 

joined    by    his   colleague.    Gabriel    Jone^^.    their   papers 

laid  before  the  assembly  of  Virginia 188 

journal    of     402-407 

Kaskaskia,    arrives   at 248 

life  of.  by  Wm.  H.  English,  mention 242 

Kaskaskia  river.   C  ark  crosses 199-200 

learns  for  the  first  time  of  the  fall  in  value  of  paper 

money    283 

learns  that  an  express  captured  by  the  British  has  let- 
ters, sends  letter     warning  the  iiritish  to  destroy 

nothing    264 

letter  dated  Kaskaskia,  April  29th,  1779,  to  the  governor 
of   Virginia;    Jefferson's  correspondence;    see   foot 

note    284 

leaves  Vincennes 280 

Lernoult,  Capt.  R.  B.,  letter  to 415 

letter  of,  to  Hamilton,  p  acard  to  inhabitants  at  Vin- 
cennes. mention 244 

Lienetot  and   Clark  take   up  quarters  ar  the   falls   of 

Ohio     285 

manuscript  memoir  quoted  in  not?,  as  to  his  conduct 

before  his  army 249 

manuscript  memoir  quoted   in   foot   note   in  regard  to 

miss-spelling  name  of  Warrior's    Island 243 

march   of  army   across  the  Wabash   mention   in   Bow- 
man's   journal 250 

Mason  (George,  of  Virginia).  Clar.i's  letter  to,  ,199,  200,  233 

Mason  ".etter,  the 199,  200,  233,  241.  243,  246,  458 

memoir  of 171,  181.  185.  216.  237.  241-246,  272.  278 

memoir  of.  original  manuuscript;  in  whose  possession; 

see  foot  note   ( H,  W,   B. ) 242 

memoir  of.  published  in   full  by  William  Hayden  En- 
glish,  from  Judge  Dillon's  copy;    mention 242 

Moires  (Myers),  William,  express  messenger  sent  with 

letters    272 

occupied    Kaskaskia ;    mention 462 

opposition  to  Clark's  campaign  manifested  in  the  Pitts- 
burgh  country    193 

orders  Bowman  to  the  rear  of  the  army  and  to  put  to 

death  of  any  man  who  refuses  to  march 252.  253 

original  private  letter  of  instruction  of  Governor  Henry 
to  Co'.  Clark   in   possession  of  Indiana  Historical 

Society;  mention  in  foot  note 193 

Poutawatamies,  speech  to.  translation  430 

powder   (500  pounds)   for  Kentucky,  procured  by..  185,  187 
provisions  .secured  at  Kaskaskia,  by  the  use  of  Clark's 

personal  bonds    284 

real  purposes  of  campaign 19] 
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receives    an    express   from    Kentucky,    from    Col.    John  ^^^ 
rece?.lTTovaev  on  pittsbur;^h  \'ov  boats"  a^Kl  ammu^  ^^^ 

rece;ve^Fo;t  Sn^^^^n^^'.   Vineenncs;  ' ^^^'^^l^'^''^ 

by    Hamilton:    conditions   allowed    by    Claik,  ^d^    ^^^ 
tides  of  capitulation '033 

<5pal   of    description   in  foot  note ,'  ' ■'  '  \ ' 

Tefrecy  enjoined  in  Governor  Patrick  Henry's  instru.-  ^^^ 
tions  to  Clark i' '  '  "  '  ' '   A-V  tw   ripH- 

sends  orders  to  Vincennes  to  make  wai    O'^  ^^^^^^'^    2g2 

snies'sent  w'ith' company'  of  Detroit  volunteers.  . .  .  .  .  •  •   277 

Sis  out  forWilliam'sburgh  in  hopes  of  arriving  betore  ^^^ 

the    assembly    adjourns ■  •  •   ^-^ 

«itnntion    before    Vincennes ■.■■■,■;.'"' 

smith    aiaj.)    informs  Clark  that  he  ha.  raised  lour  ^^^ 

companies  on   Holston ;  ;; '  '  '-'^l^^  o-js 

S„anisl,'„,e,x.ha„t  ,  Vigo ,  brings  ne,vs  ol  H^,""^'™' -,  258 
tS  rJui  l?a™""",-t,;e-prai,:ieVo,-nH„„i.  to  t.e  ^^^ 

Embarrass,  near  Vincennes -,-   ^53 

stratesv  of,  to  encourage  troops /,'  T  '  V  ^il'^i' 

thinks  French  and  Spanish  unwise  in  methods  ot  deal-  ^^^^ 

ing    with    Indians ;••:;■, 206 

Tobacco's  son,  sends  letter  to  by  Helm.  .  .  ....  •  ■  •  ;  •  •  • .-  • 

Jo  call  his  campaign  a  "Conquest  of  the  Illinois     mi.-  ^_^ 

trea^ro'lin^e  ,iVen  "to  mnaytounak,- "chief '  of "  the  ^^^ 
Renard   nation    249 

^ST  the'  '"Little"  Wabash'' '  with"  '•ii^tVust;    'orders    a 

pirogue  to  be  built  immediately;  mention   ...     24b   24. 
Vigo   Frincis-lnforms  Clark  of  situation  at  Vmcenn^J.H 

Vincennes,  capture  of.  ....  • •  ■  ■  •         . ,  •  -:  ' '  ^-7    402 

Warrior's  (Warren's)  Island;  mention.  ..  .243,  2o4,  z.j^  4uz 
billing     (The)    Clark's    galley,    under    command    of  ^^^ 

Clarke   Robt'&'co^lublish'a'document  'with  'an  introduction 
^^"^^^%y    Hon.    Henry    Pirtle,    pertaining   to    George    Rogei.  ^^^ 
Clark;  mention  in  foot  note 

Clinton,  Sir  Henrv—  ,   n.«,.cr^  Pm-main  445 

letter.  Clinton  to  Lord  George  Geimain    ;.... 424-426 

mention    ■ ;.■ ' 392 

Clothing-Necessity  for  supply  o-™^"t'^f„Vk  the"  permanent 

Collett.  Prof.  John— Deep  .ake  called  by  ClaiK  tne  peiiud  ^^^ 

pond;   mentioned  by "  ";  '  '^  W- '  n 241 

map  of.  referred  to  in  foot  note  by  H.  W.  P..  .  •••••-;: 
reference  to  his  geological  survey  ot  Indiana  loi  18<..    ^^^ 

see  foot  note   243 

mention   in  explanatory   note    /■;.■■■■■■  '  oU^ 

Colonies  (American)-A  blue  belt  offered  to  Indians  in  name  _^_^ 

of    


550  INDEX 

Colors    (American) — Given  to  the  volunteers  of  the   Illinois 

country,   use   of,   etc 234 

Co'ors    (French ) — Mention     244 

Commerce  of  Kaskaskia — Mention  192 

Commerce  of  the  Northwest — Mention   172 

Commonwea'th  of  Pennsylvania — Mention  in  foot  note 181 

Commonwealth  of  Virginia — Mention  in  foot  note 181 

Concarquin  (  Little) — Mention  435 

Conference    (British) — With   the   Indians  at'  Vincennes.  Jan. 

2(ith.  1779 394-397 

Congress,  Continental — Mention    305,   309 

Congress  of  the  United   States— Mention    227.  286 

Conquest  of  the  Country   Northwest   of  the   River   Ohio   and 
Life  of  Gen.  George  Rogers  Clark — By  William  Hayden 

English :    mention    242 

Continental  Congress — Appoints  additional  peace  commission- 
ers,   etc 180 

commissioners  appointed  to  reside  at  Fort  Pitt.  etc.  .  .  .    175 

mention    178,   181 

the  acts  of.   mention    171 

Continental   Indian   Affairs — Historical  data  on:    mention   of 

authorities  quoted    181 

Cooshoocking — Letter  of  Capt.   .John   Killbuck   to   .John   Mon- 
tour,  dated   from    379 

mention    385.   388 

Moravian  missionaries  at;    mention 386 

Morgan  appealed  to  for  aid  for  ministers  and  people  of  385 
warriors,  information  brought  by;   mention  in  Zeisber- 

ger's  letter  to  Gibson 381,  382 

Corn— Mention    253,    438 

Corn  Island — An  island  in  the  Ohio  River  (now  washed  away) 
near  Louisville,  Ky. 
at  head  of  rapids  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio;   Clark  takes 

possession  of  195 

Cornstock   (or  Cornstalk) — A  Shawnee  Indian  chief  killed  in 
the  garrii:-on  at  Point  Pleasant,  1777. 

northwestern  tribes  enraged  at  the  massacre  of 182 

Corvee — Mention    400 

Coshocton     (Cooshocking)     Ohio — Present    Coshocton;     word 
probably  means  "The  Pasture  of  Light;"  founded  by 

Zeisberger  and  Heckewelder,  1776 579,  381,  385.  386 

Couagne  de — See  De  Couagne   351 

Council  of  Virginia — Clark  referred  to  by  the  governor  in.  187.  188 
proceedings   of,   June   IS,    1779;    in   secret   journal   con- 
gress, vol.  1.  p.  46,  by  Dillon;  quoted  in  foot  note.  .    1S8 

Council  Fire — Kindled  at  Cahokia;    Indian  speech 213 

Council   with   Indians  at  Cahokia  by  Cark — Description  and 

speeches    208-214 

Council  of  Americans — Clark  holds  council  with  the  Indians.    279 
Counci'  of  Virginia^Clark's  efforts  before,  to  secuure  ammu- 
nition, etc..  for  the  Kentuckians 187,   188 

Cournailler,   Pierre — Goes  to   Detroit 408 

Jehu  Hay's  letter  in  favor  of 409 
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mention    403 

Court  of  Post  Vincennes — IMankeshaw  lands  divided  amongst 

members  of  the  court;  novel  way  of  acquiring  same.  . .   28.9 

Court — At  Vincennes    288 

of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdict'ion  instituted  at  I'csl  Vin- 
cennes in   June,   1779    288 

Cox,  Sanford — A  pioneer  settler  and  school  teacher  of  Indi- 
ana; quotation  from  his  '•Reminiscences" 218.  219 

author  of  "Early  Settlements  of  the  Wal)ash  Valley"..   219 

Crawfordsville,  Indiana — Present  city,  site  of.  mention 219 

Creek   Indians— Mention 392.  394.  395.  39G 

Creek   Nation — iMan    from,  at  the   Indian   conference   at,    Ft. 

Sackvi  le;   called  Mascous  by  the  Indians 394 

Creoles  (French) — Volunteers  in  Clark's  army 249.  42G 

Croghan.  George — Agent  of  Great  Britain.   Indian   trader  of 

Pennsylvania;    describes   Fort  Ouiatenon 217 

captured   by   Kickapoos    217 

daily  journal  of   217 

mention     221 

poacher  on  beaver  warrens  of  the  French 217.  218 

Cumberland  River — Lands  on,  reserved  for  the  so.diers:  men- 
tion   ; 411 

Currency — American  money  discredited  at  Kaskaskia 284 

Clark  learns  the  fall  in  value  of  paper  money.  ....  .283.  284 

Decker,  Luke — Moses  Henry  assigns  his  lands  in  Vincennes  to  24r) 

Declaration  of  American   Independence — Mention 181 

Declaration  of  the  King  of  France — Mention 375 

De   Couagne — Son    of   the   old    man    interpreter   at   Niagara; 

Peoria  chief;  visits  Celoron  in  interest  of  Americans..  351 
Deer — Clark  orders  French  volunteers  to  try  and   kill  some 

deer  249,  250 

Deer  Island — John  Macomb,  a  merchant  at  Detroit,  has  good 

at    , 221 

Deer's  Tails — Worn  by   Indians  as  method  of  identification; 

mention  in  Zeisberger's  '.etter  to  Gibson 381 

Defiance  (Ohio) ^Present  site  of;  mention 220 

Dejean,  Mr.  Philip — Legal  proceedings  commenced  against.  .   224 
Dejean,  Mr.  Phiiip — Obtains  permission  to  visit  the  Illinois; 
refuses  to  take  oath  of  neutrality;    desires  to  conduct 

his  family  to  the  Illinois 307-308 

recommended  by  Hamilton  to  Haldimand  in  letter.  .  .  .  224 
Delaware  Chiefs — Buckongahelas  and  White  Eyes;  mention.  175 
Delaware  Indians — Aid  asked  for  in  letter  of  G:bson  to  Brod- 

head    385 

Americans  send  order  to  Bentley  not  to  sell  powder  to  302 
apply  for  reconciliation;   Clark  refuses  to  make  peace 
with,  unless  neighboring  tribes  guarantee  their  be- 
havior        282 

'uy  treaty  at  P^ort  Mcintosh.  Capt.  White  Eyes  and  fol- 
lowers were  received  into  the  Delaware  nation.   179.  180 
Captain  He'm  informs  C  ark  that  the  Delawares  had  re- 
ceived a  belt  from  the  great  council  of  their  nation  281 
chiefs  of,  at  conference  Ft.  SackviKe 394 


552  INDEX 

Clark's  answer  to ;  council  called 282 

confer  the  name  of  "Tam-a-nend"  in  remembrance  of 

their  ancient  chief,  on  Col.  George  Morgan 180 

Hamilton    propose   to   encourage   them   to    keep    watch 

towards  the  Ohio;  mention  in  letter  to  Haldimand  339 

mention  

175.  176,  177.  179.  180.  232.  233,  281,  282,  283,  339,  345, 
369,  389,  393,  394,  428. 

party  of  traders  going  to  the  falls,  killed  "oy 281 

Piankeshaw  tribe  answer  for  the  good  conduct  of 282 

probably  present  at  Indian  council  on  Cherakee  river.  . 

232-233 

protection  asked  for;  mention  in  Gibsons  letter  to  Mc- 
intosh       383 

Qui-qua-po-quois  refers  to  the  Delawares  in  speech  at 

Indian  council  he'd  at  Detroit,  June,  1778 320 

or  ( Leni  lenape).  Rev.  John  Heckewelder,  a  Moravian 
missionary  long  among  the  Leni-lenape  or  Dela- 
ware Indians   179 

settle  a  town  at  the  forks  of  the  White  River 281 

Tobacco's  (The)  son  speech  to:  upbraids  them  and  tells 

them  they  deserve  the  treatment  received 282 

Tobacco's  son.  tells  them  he  is  security  for  their  good 

conduct    283 

token  (deer  tai  s  on  heads)  by  which  the  friendly  Dela- 
wares were  to  be  known  at  the  fort 381 

treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Fort  Pitt  between  the 
commissioners  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  and 

the  Delaware  nation  286 

use  of  rebel  passport  by  one  of  the  Delawares;  mention  393 

war  declared  against  by  Clark 282 

warrior  (drunken)   in  Kaskaskia;   attack  an  American 

w'oman   281 

DePeyster,  Co!.  Arent  Schuyler — British  Commandant  at  Mis- 
chillimakinac  and  Detroit  in  revolutionary  war;  born 
New  York  \TM\:   died  Scotland  1822. 

•  affairs  at  New^  York ;  mentions 419 

Chevalier  to  send  accounts  to 444 

decides  to  send  Langlade  and  Gautier  to  assistance  of 

Lieut. -Gov.    Hamilton 367 

Ha'diniand  to.  letter,  dated  Quebec.  May  20.  1779.. 439.  440 

Haldimand  to.  letter  dated  Quebec  May  20,  1779 441,  442 

letter  to.  from  Col.  John  Montgomery,  asking  that  De- 
joan  be  allowed  to  conduct  his  fami'y  from  Detroit 

to  the   Illinois 307-308 

letter  of.  to  Haldimand  dated  Michilimakinac.  Aug.  15, 

1778   334.  335 

letter    to    Haldimand    dated    Michilimakinac.    Oct.    24. 

1778   364-366 

letter  to  Haldimand;  mention  in  foot  note 462 

opinion  of  character  of  Louis  Chevalier 342 

receives  letter  from  Hamilton  too  late  to  send  Indians 

to  his  assistance;  makes  attempt  to  aid  him.. 369.  370 
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Sir  Guy  Carleton  orders  him  to  remain  at  iMichilimaki- 

nac    :!<It! 

sends  interpreter  to  St.  .losophs  lor  information :!<)8 

sends  presents  to  Indians  by  Langlade  and  Gaiitier....   ;3(>7 

sends  to  Saginaw  for  corn 438 

to  Haldimand  letter.  Miehilimakinac,  May  2.  1779.. 432,  433 
to    Haldimand.    letter    Michiiiniakinac    13th    May,    1779 

436-43S 

to  Haldimand.  letter  written  at  MicliilimaUinac.  Oct. 
27.  1778.  relating  to  Indian  affairs  and  expedition  to 

Vincennes  of  Sir  Henry  Hamilton 367,  368 

to   Haldimand.   letter  of,    Michilimakinac   29th    March, 

1779   418,  419 

writes  letter  to  Lernoult.  relating  to  Hamiton's  expedi- 
tion to  Vincennes;  Lernoult  writes  regarding  De- 
Peyster's    letter    to    Bolton,    and    Bolton    writes   to 

Haldimand  on  same  subject 369-371 

De  Quindre.  Louis  Daginau — Shawnese  under 34  3 

Detroit — Approached  by  Americans 352 

arrival  of  the  lieutenant  governor;  inhabitants  of  St. 
Vincennes  advised   to    wait   for;    attemi)t   made   to 

march  upon ;    mention    41 S 

Captain  Lord  ordered  to  take  troops  there 463 

chief  judge  of  (Dejean)   captured  by  Americans 428 

Clark's  plans  for  capture  of 273.  274.  275.  276.  277 

communications   will   be   cut   off   if   rebels   capture   the 

Miamis;  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand 345 

Canadians  at,  wil!  not  aid  British 421 

Dejean  desires  to  visit  307 

DePeyster  writes  Haldimand  for  information  concern- 
ing        432 

express  arrives  at,  from  the  Illinois;  mention 330,  3C2 

fears  expressed  that  it  may   be  taken;    De  Peyster  to 

Haldimand,    letter   of    433-437 

Grant  (  Capt. )   orders  vessels  to  return  to 370 

Hamilton  expects  reinforcements  from 238.  42m 

Hamilton  promises  to  communicate  all  information  to.    355 

hopes  of  a  re-inforcement  at;    mention 420 

Indian  council  at.  June.  1778 319-328 

Indian's  English  father  at  Detroit  called  by  American 

speaker  "a  hog  in  a  pen" 357 

Indians  partisans  of;   their  crue'.ty  to  prisoners.  ..  .268-270 

"King's  (the)  Pasture  at  Detroit;"  meaning  of 280 

letter   from   Hamilton  to   Ha'dimand 330,  331 

letter    from    Hamilton    to    Haldimand,    dated    Detroit, 

Aug.    8,    1778    332,   333 

letter  from  Hamilton  to  Haldimand.  endorsed  Detroit. 

Nov.  24.  1779   225 

letter  written  by  Hamilton  to  Haldimand.  Oct.  7.  1778. 

informing  him  of  affairs  there  351-353 

Mention,   foot  note    462 

Mention   .  .197,  216.  220.  285.  336,  339,  360.  370.  371.  445.  462 
no   vessel   at    331 
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papt'is.  corresrondence,  etc..  show  that  psop  e  of  Detroit 

hate  neighboring  colonies 172 

peop  e  from,  join   Hamilton    221 

protection  of,  considered     370 

proportion  of  stores  taken  from  Detroit 348 

speedy  arrival  of  goods  at,  necessary 221 

traders  in  the  interest  of  Detroit,  factor  among  the  sav- 
ages of  the  rivers,  Ohio,  Maume  and  St.  Joseph,  and 

the  country  of  the  Illinois:    mention    172 

volunteer  company  of  young  men  from,  discharged  on 
taking  oath  not  to  bear  arms  against  the  Amer- 
icans; their  conduct 276,  277 

warriors  mustered  at,  mention  in  Zeisberger's  letter  to 

Gibson    381 

Dillon,  John  Brown — American  historian;  born  West  Vir- 
ginia; died  Indiana,  1879.  Account  of  the  early  ad- 
venturers of  Kentucky  taken  from  Dillon;  mention.  .  .  .   184 

foot  note 184 

anecdote    in    his    history    of    Indiana,    quoted    by    him 

from  Butler's  history  of  Ky 215 

at  the  time,  1843,  when  Dillon  published,  a"l  of  Clark's 
writings  were  in  manuscript;   see  foot  note  by  H. 

W.    B 185 

Chapter  X.  from  Dillon's  history,  quoted,  in  the  George 

Rogers  Clark  campaign 286-289 

Clark's  memoir  from   246 

foot  note,  letter  dated  Kaskaskia,  April  29,  1779,  from 

foot  notes  from 215,  265,  267.  270 

Col.  G.  R.  Cark  to  the  governor  of  Virginia;  Jef- 
ferson's correspondence   284 

Judge  John  B..  author  of  "Historical  Notes  of  the  North- 
west,"  quoted    173 

mention.  .170.  174,  178,  181.  182.  183.  185.  191.  214.  215.  220, 
239,  246,  286. 

note  by.  mention  in  foot  note  178 

note  from,  foot  note   258 

possessor  of  a  copy  of  Clark's  memoir,  mention  in  foot 

note    242 

Dodge,    John — Mention    379 

letter  to  John  Montour  dated  Fort  Pitt.  Jan.  4,  1779...   380 

makes  his  escape  from  Quebec;   mention  380 

Dominica,  Island  of — Lieut.  Gov.  Abbott  ordered  there 312 

Douillanter — Chief  of  the  Hurons.  rep  ies  to  the  letter  written 

by  an  officer  of  congress   434 

Draper.  Lyman  C. — Of  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  pos- 
sessor of  the  original  Clark  manusciipt.  dies  before  com- 
pletion of  his  great  work;  see  foot  note 242 

Drummer — Antics  of  the  litt'e  drummer  in  Clark's  army....   247 

Ducks— Mention    254 

Duff.   John — And   party  of  hunters  join   Clark  on   island   in 

Tennessee   River 197 

Dufresne,   Michel    Marie — Of   Kaskaskia.    married    to    Roche- 

blave    463 
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Duiuaii,    Mv. — Mention    337 

Dunmoie — Earl  ot  Dunniore,  John  Murray,  governor  of  the 
colony  of  Virginia;  name  given  by  him  in  grant  of 
land   by   the   Pyankeshaws  of  Vincennes;    mention    in 

note 222 

Dunn.  Thomas— English  treasurer  at  Quebec;    Abbott  draws 

on  for  payment  of  expenses 314 

Abbott    draws    on    for    exi)enses    of    Indians    at    Vin- 
cennes      317-318 

Du  Verner — Desires  to  return  to  Detroit;   mention 391 

Du  Vernet,  Henry  (English)— Second  lieutenant  of  artil- 
lery;  mention   349 

French  medal  of,  gotten  from  Wanaquibe;    mention  in 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand   362 

lieutenant,  makes  draught  of  Wabash  River  to  be  sent 

to  Haldimand    393 

of  the  Royal  artillery,  goes  to  Vincennes  under  Major 

Hay    227 

ordered  to  proceed  to  Vincennes,  mention  by  Hamilton 

in  letter  to  Haldimand   229 

sketch  of  the  Miamis  made  by  i:)u  Vernet,  in  Hamilton's 

letter  to  Haldimand    362 

mention   34I,  345.  347,  391 

"Early  Settlement  of  the  Wabash  Valley" — By  Sanford  Cox; 

mention  in  foot  note 219 

Eclipse  of  the  Sun— Clark's  party  shoots  the  Fa:is  of  the  Ohio 

during  an  eclipse  of  the  sun I9.5 

Eel  River  (Riviere  a  I'Anguille)— The  Miamis  or.  mention  in 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand   220 

Edgar,  John — Offlcer  in  British  army;  later  espouses  Amer- 
ican cause:  born  Ireland,  died  Kaskaskia  1832;  largest 
land   owner  in    Illinois;    holds   prominent  positions  of 

trust     315 

accompanies  Governor   Abbott,   pays   expenses   for   ex- 
pedition of  English,  out  of  his  own  pocket;  refuses 

payment    314,    315 

hospitality    of,    at    Kaskaskia;    entertains    LaFayette'; 

personal  characteristics  of 315 

imprisoned   at   Detroit,   sent  to   Quebec,    escapes,   goes 

to  Boston,  thence  to  Kaskaskia 314 

received  land  under  grant  of  Congress 315 

recommended  to  Carleton  by  Abbott  as  a  proper  per- 
son to  be  appointed  commissary  of  Indian  affairs.  .   316 

sketch  of,  in  explanatory  note 314,  315 

Edgar,   Mrs.   John    (Rachel) — Famous   for  hospitality   at  her 

home  in  Kaskaskia.  entertains  LaFayette   315 

Editor — (H.  W.  Beck  with  )    Explanatory  notes." 

199,  216,  219,  230,  289,  310,  402 

Egnseway  (Ottawa  Indian)  — 

Captain    Chene,    Sastaritsi    and    Egnseway   attempt    to 

enter  Vincennes 424,  425 

makes  his  escape  with   Captain  Chene 424 

—36 
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Embarrass  River — Clark's  army  march  down;  saw  fine  land; 

mention 248 

Clark    leaves    the    flooded    country    at   the    Embarrass 

river     240 

Clark  takes  the  old  trail  over  the  prairies  of  Illinois 
to    the    Embarass    river;    mention    in   explanatory 

notes,  H.  W.  B 24U 

Kennedy,  commissary  in  Clark's  army,  sent  to  cross 
the   Embarrass   river,    to    steal    boats,    mention    in 

Bowman's    journal 248 

Emissaries — Mention    204 

England— Mention   230,  323,  325,  32(5,  331,  434,  461,  462 

English — Acceptance   of   medals   from   the  king  of   England 

by  the  Indians,  mention 341 

treatment  of  the  Big  Knives   (Virginians),  mention.. 

210,  212 

troops  with  Hamilton  on  Vincennes  expedition;  num- 
ber and  rank  of  officers,  number  of  private  sol- 
diers        353 

colonies   in   North  America   renounce   their   allegiance 

to  Great  Britain,  mention 175 

flag,  mention 227,  350 

frigate;    English  frigates  in  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 

sipi  river  331,  332 

Indians  can  have  their  resources  only  from,  mention .  .   340 
Indians  of  Post  Vincennes  informed  by  the  inhabitants 
that  their  old      father,   the  King  of   France,   was 
come  to  life  and  was  angry  with  them  for  fighting 

with  the  English    204 

mention 196,  206.  210,  211,  213,  216,  279,  298 

laws  treated  with  contempt  by  Rocheblave 295-298 

residents  at  Kaskaskia  cannot  get  justice  from  Roche- 
blave    395,  398 

settlers;   dangers  which  surrrounded  the  first  settlers.   286 

English,  Wm.  Hayden,  life  of  George  Rogers  Clark,  by 242 

"Memoir"  of  George  Rogers  Ciark  appears  in  late  work 
Oi    William    Hayden    English;     mention    in    foot 

note    171 

publishes  the  Clark  memoirs  in  lull,  from  Judge  Dillon's 

copy    242 

Erie,  Fort — Express  sent  from  Detroit)  to 332 

mention     341 

Estaing,  Charles  Henri  Theodot   (Count  de) — Mention 450 

signs  the  proclamation  of  the  king  of  France 376 

Evansville,    Indiana — Country    between    Vincennes    and    Ev- 

ansville   described 241 

Express — Arrives  at  Detroit  from  the  Illinois  with  news  of 

the  taking  of  Kaskaskia 330-332 

Clark   receives  an   expres?   from   Kentucky   from   Col. 

John    Bowman 283 

from  Detroit  sent  to  Fort  Erie 332 

Gibson  to  send  letter  to  Macintosh  by,  mention 384 

mention 330,    344,    346.    364 
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Fallen  Timbers — Battle  of,  mention  in  note  by  the  editor 170 

Falls  of  the  Ohio    (Louisville,  Ky.) — Boats  with  fami.ies  of 

settlers  arrive  at 28(j 

British  Indian  scouts  sent  towards;  mention 234 

(Canturky  Co.) — Squire  Boon  to  Col.  Campije.I,  letter.  .   423 

Captain  MeKee  attacks  fort  at 362 

Clark  and  Major  Lienetot  take  up  qu-arters  at 285 

Clark's  party  shoot3  the  falls  during  an  eclipse  of  the 

sun   195 

Clark  takes  possession  of  an  island  (Corn  Is  and)  near  195 
Hamilton  sends  Indian  party  to  intercept  messengers 

sent  from  Vincennes  to 227 

(Louisville,  Ky.)   fort  there,  very  insignificant 221 

mention 203.  274,  285,  340,  354,  357,  362,  400,  426 

party  of  Shawanese,   Delawares  and   Peaukeshaas   set 

off  on  a  scout  to ;    mention 393,  400 

settlers  arrive  at 288 

Federal  Union — Illinois  a  leading  state  of 463 

Felicity  (English  Vessel)  — 

arrives   at  Detroit   with   letter   for   Lernoult  from    De 

Peyster    369 

mention  426 

sent  by  Lernoult  with  pacquet  of  letters 420,  421 

Fieri-facias — Writ  of,   mention 461 

Fire    (Council) — Kindled 212 

Flag — (American)    Displayed  at  Post  Vincennes 20i 

Clark  perceives  a  flag  coming  out  of  Post  Vincennes.  .   404 
(English)    left  at   Vincennes   by  Gov.  Abbott,   thrown 

into  river  by  Americans 356 

(English)    mention  by  Hamilton 227 

French ;    mention 374 

safety  under  French  flag;   mention  in  proclamation  of 

the  king  of  P^rance 374 

rebel,  mention 228 

St.  George's,  mention 228,  229 

St.   George's  flag  to  be  hoisted   on   Sundays  and  holi- 
days   at    Ouiatenon;     significance    of    to    Indians; 
mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand.  . .  .221,  222 
Flagg,   Edmund   T. — Editor  of  the  Knickerbocker  Magazine, 

author  of  "The  Far  West."  foot  note 461 

Flour — Clark  contracts  for  flour  and  other  stores 193 

prohibition   of  export  of 448 

Floyd,  Colonel  J. — Describes  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare.  .183,  184 

Forts — At  Ouiatenon,   a   miserab  e   stockade 221 

building  of  one.  necessary  on  so  important  a  spot  as  the 

forks  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  339 

chain  of;   historical  error  in  regard  to 216,  217 

English  had  eight  forts  besides  the  Great  Stone  Fort. .   396 

French  use  of  the  word 216 

mention 181,  182,  216,  217,  219,  221 

of   Pennsylvania,    Virginia   and    Kentucky   often    were 

made  without  the  aid  of  a  single  nail  or  spike.  . .  .   183 
(the   ancient)    mention 219 
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of  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  not  only  paces  of  defence,  but  tlie 
residence  of  a  small  number  of  families,  and  con- 
sisted of  cabins,  block  houses  and  stockades 1S2 

Fort  Clark — At  Kaskaskia;    Montgomery  writes  letter  to  De 

Peyster  from  307,  308 

Fort  Chartres — Abandoned  as  headquarters  of  the  Illinois.  .   461 

commandant  at,   mention 460 

British  commandant  at,  ignores  the  Pyankeshaws  land 

grant;   mention  in  note 222 

Mackarty,  commandant  at 459 

mention  of 217,  310,  316 

occupied  by  British,  under  Captain  Thomas  Stirling. .   460 

to  be  abandoned  and  troops  posted  at  Kaskaskia 291 

too  far  from  Pensacola  to  send  provisions  to,  expense  of 

carriage  too  great 291,  292 

Fort  Chartis  (Fort  Chartres)- — James  Willing  writes  to 
Hadimand   that   it  had   been  destroyed  by  troops 

under  Major  H.  Hamilton 293 

Fort  Erie — Captain  Grant  orders  vessels  at  Fort  Erie  to  return 

to  Detroit 333,  370 

Fort  Gage— Burned,  mention 459 

examination    of   Henrv    Butler    at,    before    Rocheblave 

304-306 

location  of;   number  of  troops  there  in  1776 459 

named  for  General  Thomas  Gage 462 

official  headquarters  of  the   Illinois,  mention 461 

opinion  of  H.  \V.  Beckwith  as  tb  location  of 458-463 

(so  called)    remains  of,   Illinois   should   purchase  and 

make  a  park  of 460 

why  built 459 

Fort  Laurens— On  the  Tuscarawas  river. 

Fort  Lawrence — Letter  written  from,  by  Gibson  to  Morgan..   386 

mention    382-386 

Fort    Massac — Clark    moves    his    party    to    a    short    distance 

above    Massac 198 

Clark  plans  to  leave  the  Ohio  at  Fort  Massac 197 

Fort  Massac,  (Fort  Massiac)  built  by  order  of  Mac- 
karty;   location    of 459 

Fort  Mcintosh  (now  Beaver,  Pa.) — Agreement  In  a  separate 
article  relating  to  Captain  White  Eyes  and  his  fol- 
lowers; mention  in  note 179.  180 

Bu-kon-ga-he-la  takes  no  part  in  treaty  at:   mention  in 

note  by  the  editor 177 

treaty  of,  mention  foot  note 179 

Fort  Miamis — In  the  battle  of  the  "Fallen  Timbers"  the 
British  did  not  come  from  their  Fort  Miamis  a,  agreed 

on;  mention  in  note  by  editor 176 

Fort  Ouiattenan,  mention 216,  217,  223 

Fort  Patrick  Henry  (  Vincennes) — Clark  writes  Governor  Pat- 
rick Henry  from,  dated  March  9,  1779 410,  411,  412 

mention    414-417 
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Fort  Pitt — Clark  to  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  at   lor 

boats    192 

deserter  from    (Henry  Butler)   gives  Rocheblave  infor- 
mation of  English  successes 309 

Butler  forced,  at  that  place,  to  bear  arms  for  the  rebels  304 

mention  175,  3.16,  315,  386 

Fort     Sackville — English     name     for     Vincennes;      why     so 

named  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Abbott 311 

original  work  of  LicMit.  Gov.  Abbott  at,  referred  to  in 

foot    note 244 

Vincennes  so  called  in  articles  of  capitulation 270 

Fourteenth  Regiment — Two  companies  of,  at  Kaskaskia.  un- 
der  Captain    Lord 402 

Foy,  Captain  Edward — Secretary  to  Haldimand:    mention  of 

deaCh  of 450 

France — Cedes  western  counti-y  to  Great  Britain,  ITtiii.  men- 
tion foot  note • 459 

Illinois  a  possession  of,  mention 462 

king  of.  mention 202.  204,  211,  329,  373,  376,  434 

king  of,  the  late  father  of  the  Indians 357 

treaty    of    alliance    between    France    and    the    United 

States,    mention   foot   note 197 

Rocheblave  declares  laws  of  France  to  be  in  force  in 

Kaskaskia   259,  298 

mention 192,  217,  202,  299,  459 

Francis — Tobacco's  son,  Piankeshaw  chief.     See  Tobacco's  Son. 

French — Allies   of   the    Indians,    mention 431 

belts   for 351 

customs  in  relation  to   Indian  trading  forts  or  stock- 
ades       216 

friends  of  Big  Knives 212 

inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  Cahokia  and  Post  Vincennes 

take    oath    of    allegiance 203,    214,    286 

inhabitants  of  Kaskaskia,  Clark  wins  the  esteem  and 

confidence   of 196,   201 

mention   208,  215,  217,  250,  287,  310,  331,  340,  350,  351 

proclamation  at  the  Cascaskias 456,   457 

purchase    of    land    of    the    Piankeshaws.    mention    in 

Hamilton's   letter   to   Haldimand 343 

reference  to  the  Spanish  joining  the  French,  in  Ham- 
ilton's speech  to  the  Indians  in  council  at  Detroit, 

1778    323 

reports  spread  in  Illinois  villages  that  the  French  are 

soon  to  take  possession  of  the  country 334 

French    King — Old    father    of    the    Indians    assists    the    Big 

Knives  211 

French    Lick — Tract   of   land   owned    by   Clarlc    in    Kentucky 

which  he  fears  losing,  mention 411 

Frenchman— Captured    and    made    prisoner   by   the    Poutcou- 

atamies  of  Detroit,  mention 234 

Frenchmen— Mention    249,  250,  251,  254,  357 

French  :Memoir   (  The) — Mention    208 
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French  Militia — Of  Vincennes  had  taken  oath  of  allegiance 

to  the  U.  S 227 

volunteer  company  of  French   militia  joins  a  detach- 
ment of  Capt.  Bowman's  company 203 

French  Oflicers — In  treaty  with  the  savages  of  St.  Joseph. .  .  .   331 

placed  in  command  of  volunteers  in  the  Illinois 205 

French  People — Unjustly  favored  by  Rocheblave  at  Kaskas- 

kia    295,    298 

French  River — Report  of  low  water   in 368 

French  Settlements — Of  the  west,  Vincennes  a  type  of 310 

French  Settlers — Few  at  the  fort  (Ouiatenon),  mention 221 

take  oath  of  fideiity  to  his  Britannic  majesty 221 

French  Subjects — Mention    376 

French  Volunteers — Mention 203,  227,  244 

French  War — No  doubt  of  existence  of 391 

Furs — Large   quantity    in   vicinity,    caused   building   of   Fort 

Ouiatenon  .  .  * 217 

Fur  River— C'ark  crossed  the  Fur  River,  February  16,  1779 — 

extract  from  Major  Bowman "s  journal 248 

"Gage"  (The) — English  vessel  on  the  '.akes,  mention 369 

Gage,    Gen.    Thomas — Succeeds    Amherst    as    commander    of 

British    forces  in  America 460,   461 

Fort  Gage  at  Kaskaskia  named  for .   462 

issues  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Illinois.  .   461 

letter  to  Haldimand,  mention  foot  note 461 

New  York,   March   16th,    1772.  writes   letter  to   Haldi- 
mand  in   relation  to  barracks  for  English  troops   ' 

at  Pensacola 290-292 

Galalemend — Name  of  Captain  John  Killbuck;  letter  to  John 

Montour  so  signed 379 

Galleys  (boats  ) — Mention  261,  272.  291,  292 

Galvis,  Don  Bernardo  de — Governor  of  New  Orleans;  letter  of 

Hamilton  to,  dated  St.  Vincennes,  Jan.  13th,  1779.. 377,  378 
Garrisons — Established  at  Cahokia  and  Kaskaskia  by  Clark.  .   205 

Garrison — In  Kentucky,  mention : 192 

Gautier,    de    Verville,    Charles — Nephew    of    Langlade,    born 
Mackinac,  died  Prairie  du  Chien  about  1803. 
arrives    at   Michilimakinac   with    Langlade,    lo    act   on 

orders  of  De  Peyster 367 

express   sent  requiring  him   to   move  with   a   body  of 

Indians    418 

letter  to   De   Peyster,   gives  an   account   of   expedition 

mention  • 436.  437 

may  assemble  body  of  Indians  from  LaBay  to  Prairie 

du  Chien  and  in  River  St.  Pierre 365 

mention 367,    398,    399 

receives  orders  from  Hamilton  to  join  him 436 

George,  Robin — Arrives  at  Kaskaskia  from  Orleans,  mention.  .   429 
Germaine,   Lord   George — (i.   e.   Lord   George   Sackville)    En- 
glish secretary  of  state  for  the  colonies  during  revo- 
lution.    See    Sackville. 
Haldimand's  letter  to,  dated  Quebec,  7th  June.  1779.445-449 
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letter  from,  to  Hamilton,  in  regard  to  appointment  of 

Captain   La   Motlie,   mention 401 

mention     311 

Geologiial    Survey   of   Indiana — Prof.   John   Collett  on   Knox 

Co.  reference  to.  in  foot  note 241 

Gibault,  Rev.  Pierre — Born  Montreal,  1737,  died  New  Mad- 
rid, Mo.,  1804,  priest  at  Kaskaskia,  Cahokia  and  Vin- 
cennes,  accompanied  by  citizens  of  Post  Vincennes,  re- 
turns to  Kaskaskia 205 

active  for  the  rebels:  Clark  sends  for  Gibault  and  holds 

conference  with  him  in  regard  to  Post  Vincennes. .   203 

Clark  sends  by  him  a  present  to  Tobacco's  son 206 

his  aid  and  sympathy  for  Clark's  success  was  a  risk 

that  invited  his  own  arrest  for  treason,  foot  note  201 

mention  330 

mention  by  Bentley  in  letter  to  Murray 301 

party  of,  arrives  safe  at  Post  Vincennes;  inhabitants 
of,  agree  to  proposa".  go  to  the  church  where  the 

oath   of   allegiance   was    administered 204 

sets  out  with  Dr.  Lafont  and  his  retinue,  on  the  14th 

■  of  July,  1778,  for  Post  Vincennes 204 

(the  priest)    Hamilton  desires  to  capture  and   punish 

for  aid  given  by  him  to  the  Americans,  mention..   234 
vicar-general  of  the  bishop  of  Quebec  for  Illinois  and 
adjoining  countries,   secular  priest  of  the  French 
and  Indians,  etc.,  mention  in  foot  note  by  H.  W. 

B 201 

waits  on  Clark .201,  202 

Gibson.  Col.  John — Born  Lancaster,  Pa.,  1740,  died  1822  near 
Braddock's  Field,  Pa. 

Henry  writes  letter  to,  asking  for  news  of  his  family.  .  429 
letter  of,  to  Brodhead,  Fort  Lawrence,  Jan.  22d,  1779..  385 
letter  of  Zeisberger  to  Gibson,  dated  Ochi  Town,  Jan. 

19th,     1779 381 

'.etter     to     Macintosh,     dated     Fort     Lawrence,     Jan. 

22d,    1779 384 

letter  to  Morgan  from  Fort  Lawrence,  Jan.  22d, 
1779,  relating  situation  of  the  Moravians  and  Chris- 
tian  Indians  at  Cooshocking 386 

letter  to  Richard  Taylor,  major  of  the  Fifteenth  Vir- 
ginia regiment.  Fort  Pitt 387,  388 

urges  that  Beale  and  Harrison  be  sent  at  once  to  Fort 

Lawrence    387 

Gicee.  Indian  Chief — Mention 433 

Girciult    (Girault)    John — To  Lernoult,  letter  of,  dated  Fort 

Pt.  Henry.  St.  Vincent,  March  21st.  1779 417 

Girtie    (Girty,  Gistie,  Gistre)    Simon— Mention 383,  386 

mention  in  Zeisberger's  letter  to  Gibson 381 

Goddard.  Mr.  (James  S.?) — Writes  De  Peyster  that  of  twenty 

pucheons  of  )-um  had  been  sent  for  the  post 368 

Gotier  (Gautier) — Indian  officer  sent  by  De  Peyster  to  as- 
semble the  Indians  at  St.  Joseph 369 
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Gouin,  Charles — Arrives  at  Detroit  express  from  the  Miamis, 

with  news  of  Indian  affairs 351 

Gouin,    Nicliolas — Mention 351 

Government  (Authorities) — Letters  to,  mention 206 

Graham,  Captain   (  English  officer) — Mention 427 

Grand  Chief  (Francis,  Tobacco's  Son) — In  a  speech  informs 

the  De'awares  of  their  baseness 282 

the    Tobacco's    son    declared    he    was    a    brother    and 

friend  to  the  Big  Knives,  mention 2.55 

Grand  Door  to  the  Wabash — Name  by  which  Indians  called 

Tobacco's  son,   the   Piankeshaw 200 

Grand    Louis — Son   of,    mention 443 

Grandolos    Vigiel — Secretary    to    the    Count    D'E^^taing 370 

Grand   River — Ottawas  and   ChippeAvas   winter   near 367 

mention   364,  369,  432,  433, 

Grand  River  Indians — Advised  to  go  to  Detroit 419 

Grand  Traverse — Mention 433 

Grande  Coite,  a  Peaukashaa  chief 396 

Grande  Glaise  (Au  Glaize  River) — Ottawas  of,  join  Hamilton  220 
Grande  Quoete — Great  chief  of  the  Peaukashaas,  de  ivers  tb 

Hamilton  a  string  with  a  scalp 396 

Grant,  Captain   (English  officer) — Brings  provisions  in  s'oop 

to  Hamilton   354 

sends  orders  for  vessels  at  Fort  Erie  to  return  to  De- 
troit       370 

Grants  of  Land— Mention 190,  222,  28S 

Grant  of  Land  by  the  Pyankashaws  of  Vincennes — Bounda- 

dies  of,  mention  in  note 222 

Gray  (  E.  W.?) — Deputy  sheriff  at  Montreal,  mention  in  Ham- 
ilton's letter  to  Haldimand 224 

Great  Britain — 

Bentley    alleges    that   Rocheblave    had    taken    oath    of 

allegiance  to  France,  Spain  and  Great  Britain....   299 

Gibault,  a  subject  of,  mention  in  foot  note 201 

Ignores  the  Pyankeshaw  land  grant,  mention  in  note..   222 

niinois  a  possession  of,  mention 462,  463 

mention    175,   181.  182,  376 

treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 

Britain,  reference  to,  in  note,  H.  W.  B 289 

trade  interest  among  the  savages  backed  up,  and  Can- 
ada inspired  by  Great  Britain 172 

western  country  ceded  to,  by  France 459 

Great  Council  of  the  Big  Knife  (Congress) — Mention 210 

Great   Council   Fire    (Congress) — Mention 211 

Great    Fire    (Congress) — Mention 210 

Great  Spirit— Mention 209,  212.  279,  320,  321 

Green   Belt^ — Presented   by   Sa-pa-tia  at  the   council   held   at 

Detroit,    June    1778 320 

Guides — Of  Clark's  party   to   be  assisted  by  John   Duff  and 

party  of  hunters 189.  198,  301 

Gunpowder — Mention    377 

Gudert — An  interpreter:   witli  two  settlers  seized  by  the  Vir- 
ginians,   mention 33G 
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Gunner  (Master) — Killed  at  V'incennes 426 

Haldiniand,  Gen.  Frederick — English  governor  general  of  Can- 
ada    1 778-1 7S4,    born    about    1720,    cEmton    of    Berne, 
Switzerland,  died,  Switzerland,  1791. 
Haldimand  letters — 

Abbott,    letter   to 312 

Bolton,  :etters  from 379,  391,  420,  421 

Bude  Gen.,  personal  letter  to 4.50-452 

Clinton,  bir  Henry,  leiier  to 445 

De  Peyster,  letters  from 334.  335,  364-366,  367-368 

De  Peyster,  letters  to 349,  440,  441 

Germaine.  Lord  George,  letter  to 445-449 

Hamilton,    letters   from 

220-225,  227-235,   330-333.  339-347,  351-353,   354-355,  359,   360, 
361-363,  SS9-393.  400. 

Sackville,   letter  to 173 

letter  to,  from  Gen.  Gage,  relating  to  Ijurracks  at  Pensa- 

cola    290-292 

letter  to,  from  Sir  Henry  Hamilton,  reporting  his  ar- 
rival with  troops  at  Vinfennes 227-235 

official  criticism  of  same    235-236 

letter  to,  from  James  Willing 293-294 

letter  of  Sackville  to,  in  Canadian  Archives;    menttion 

in  foot  note  174 

orders  Abbott  with  a  detachment  of  royal  artillery  to 

go  to  Dominica  or  Barbadoes  312 

succeeded  Sir  Guy  Carleton  as  lieutenant  governor  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec  in  1778;    mention  in  foot 

note    174 

stationed  at  New  York,  had  two  companies  of  troops  at 

Kaskaskia 463 

Haldimand  Collection.  Canadian  Archives — Letter  from  Ham- 
ilton  to   Haldimand    220-225 

of  documents  in  Canadian  Archives,  mention 216 

in  Canadian  Archives,  mention  in  foot  note 462 

conference  with  the  Indians,  Guiattonons.  Quinquabones 
(Kickapoos),  and  Mascoutins,  Detroit,  June  29th, 

1778    319-328 

see  Canadian  Archives. 
Haldimand,    The    (Vessel) — Departure    from    Niagara,    men- 
tion       422 

Half   Kings   Brother — Goes    to    enquire    into    truth    of    state- 
ments made  by  Hurons 369 

"Hair  Buying  General" — Term  used  by  Clark,  meaning  Hamil- 
ton       255 

Halifax — Mention    445,  450 

Hamilton,  General  Sir  Henry — English  lieutenant  governor  of 
Detroit,  later  governor  general  of  Canada,  governor  ad- 
interim  Nov.  1784  to  Nov.  1785;  later,  governor  Domin- 
ica; absence  of  weakens  the  garrison  at  Detroit.  ..  .369-370 
advices  of  the  work  of  the  Indians  which  reach  Lord 
Sackville  tell  of  Hamilton's  success  over  General 
Clark    174 
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•     answer   to   George   Rogers   Clark    403 

Approaches  gate  of  Fort  Vincennes  and  demands  sur- 
render of  the  post 229 

army  for  Vincennes  expedition,  strength  and  personnel 

of  troops   353 

asks  Clark's  real  reason  for  declining  terms  as  pro- 
posed ;    Clark's  answer 268-270 

asks  for  approval  of  Kaldimand  with  regard  to  his 
cancellation    of    grant    of    lands    of    the    Pianke- 

shaws,    etc 353 

assembles  Indians  near  Detroit,  informs  them  of  ap- 
proach of  Americans   353 

authorizes  JNIajor  Hay  to  receive  the  oath  of  allegiance 

from  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincennes   '. .   237 

British  commandant  at  Vincennes.  receives  a  letter 
from  Clark  demanding  surrender  of  post;    replies 

to   letter    265 

ca'led  the  "Hair  Buying  General"  by  Clark  in  his  pla- 
card to  the  inhabitiants  of  Vincennes 255 

capture  of  at  Post  Vincennes,  mention 174 

changes  the  medals  of  the  war  chiefs  at  council  held  at 

Detroit:  see  list  of,  in  foot  note 325 

Clark  conceives  favorable  impression  of 271 

condoles  with  the  Indians  before  entering  upon  his  dis- 
course at  the  council  held  at  Detroit 321 

copies  of  'etters  from;   mention   445 

DePeyster  desires  to  gain  information  of,  and  to  assist.   367 
De    Peyster's    letter    to.    dated    IMichilimackinac.    29th 

March,  1779 418-4i;> 

DePeyster's  letter  to,   dated  Michi.imackinac,  May  2d, 

1779   432-433 

De  Peyster's  letter  to,  dated  Michilimakinac,  May  13th, 

1779   436-43S 

DePeyster  sends  Langlade  and  Gautier  to  assistance  of; 

sends  presents  for  Indians   367 

DePeyster  writes  Lernoult  that  Hamilton  left  for  Vin- 
cennes without  his  knowledge  369 

discribes  Fort  Ouiattenon  and  its  inhabitants 218 

engages   to    de'iver   up   Fort    Sackvile.    Vincennes,    to 

Clark;  articles  of  capitulation  signed  by 270,  271 

expected  to  return  to  Detroit   419 

expedition  of,  undertaken,  without  orders  from  Haldi 

mand  446-450 

gives  the  Peoria  chief  an  English  medal  in  exchange  for 

his  French  one  400 

holds,  counci:     at    Miamis    town,      with      the     Shaw- 

anese  Indians,  number  present   259 

ignores  the  Pyankeshaw^  land  grant 222 

in  camp  at  Rocher  de  Bout,  14th  Oct..  1778.  communi- 
cates account  of  proceedings  of  Rebels  at  Vin- 
cennes     356-358 

in  council  with  the  Indians,  Detroit.  June  29.  1778.  .319-328 
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informed  bv  Hurons  that  Americans  are  approacliing 

■ 352.  353 

informed    of    proceedings    of    rebels    at    Vincennes    by 

Neegik,  Ottawa  war  chief   356,  358 

in  his  report  encloses  copy  of  letter  of  n(>  ni  to  Clark.  .   22G 
jealous  of  attachment  of  Tobacco's  son  to  Helm,  offers 

presents,    etc •   278 

letter  from,  in  camp  at  Rocher  de  Bout,  Oct.  14th.  1778, 

reporting  progress  of  expedition   354,  355 

letter  from  Celoron,  dated  Miamis,  28th  Aug..  enclosed  in 

Hamilton's  of  the  16th  and  17tih  Sept..  1778 336.  337 

letter  from  Detroit,  account  of  occurrences  since  previ- 
ous   report    351-353 

letter  from,  at  Detroit,  mention  in  DePeyster's  letter  to 

Ha'dimand    ^^^ 

letter  to  De  Galvis,  dated  Vincennes.  Jan.  13th.  1779.. 

377-378 

letter  to  Haldimand,  Detroit,  without  date 330-331 

letter  to  Haldimand,  Canadian  Archives,  B.  122,  Haldi- 
mand collection   220-225 

letter  to  Haldimand  dated  Camp  Petite  Riviere,  Nov. 

1st,    1778    361-363 

letter  to  Haldimand  dated  Detroit.  Aug.  8th.  1778.. 332,  333 

letter  to  Haldimand  dated  Detroit,  Sept.  22.  1778 339-347 

letter   to   Haldimand    dated    Vincennes,    reporting   pro- 
of troops  from  Detroit,  etc 227-235 

ofTicial  remarks  on  same    235-236 

letter  to  Haldimand  dated  Vincennes.  Jan.  30th,  1779.  .  .    400 
letter  to  Lernoult.  dated  Vincennes,  March  8th,  1779,  by 

permission  of  General  Clark 408 

meets  Clark  at  church  for  conference  ^-  •   267 

mention    ^  ^^' 

174     181     220,    224,    225,    231.    232.    233.    234,    261, 
269!  270.  301,  302,  325,  328,  342.  349.  355.  359.  377.  392 

mention,    foot   note "15 

morning   guns  of,  heard   by  Virginians;    mention    in 

Major    Bowman's   journal 248 

notice  of.  to  inhabitants  of  Vincennes.  translation 237 

orders  a  lieutenant  with  militia  to  go  to  the  Miamis.  .   343 
ofRcial    letter    making    report    of    his    progress    from 

Detroit  to   Vincennes;    explanatory  note 216-219 

presents  a  certificate  to  Qui-qua-po-quois  for  his  attach- 
ment to  his  majesty   32?. 

presents  an  axe  to  Cha-ha.  Quiattonon  war  chief;  men- 
tion     •.  •   32^ 

presents  war  axe  to  Peemembikaetack,  Poutawattamie 

war  chief,  at  council  held  at  Detroit  322 

proposes  to  Clark,  a  truce  for  three  days 404 

proportion  of  stores  taken  from  Detroit  by;  see  table.  .   348 
reads    oath   of   allegiance   to    the    inhabitants    of    Vin- 
cennes     "'^^ 

reply  to  speech  of  Sa-pa-tia  at  council  of  Indians  held 

at  Detroit,  1778    ^26 
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sends  express  to  Mr.  Stuart  with  belts  for  Indians....   232 
sets  out  from  Detroit,  7th  Get.,  1778,  arrives  Vincennes, 
17th  Dec,  takes  possession  of;  mention  in  letter  to 

De  Galvis 377 

signs  terms  of  capitulation  on  surrender  of  Vincennes.  . 

270,    271,    406-407 

sings  war  song  with   Indians    346 

speech  of  to  Indians  at  council  held  at  Detroit,  June, 

1778   321-322,  324,  325,  326 

troops  for  Vincennes  expedition,  all  volunteers 353 

Willing  writes   Haldimand   that  Hamilton   and   troops 

have  destroyed  Fort  Chartis 293 

writes  Louis  Chevalier 342 

Hampshire,  Va. — Lead  sent  by  Governor  Henry  to,  mention..   1!)3 

Hand.  General  Edward  (American  Officer) — Born  in  Ireland, 
died   Lancaster   county,    Pa.,    1802;    Butler   testifies  as 

to  the  number  of  Hand's  troops 306 

Clark  to  apply  to  General  Hand  at  Pittsburg  for  powder 

and  ".ead  necessary  for  his  expedition '.  .   193 

his  troops  mostly  deserters  from  the  British  army.  .  .  .   306 

Hanover  (Virginia) — Governor  Patrick  Henry  waited  upon  at, 

by  George  Rogers  Clark 187 

Harmar,  General  Josiah — Stops  the  practice  of  the  court  at, 

Vincennes  of  granting  lands  to  every  applicant 288 

Harrison,  Ensign- — Necessary  for  him  to  repair  to  Fort  Law- 
rence at  once 387 

Harrison.  Colonel  Benj. — Clark's  letter  to,  dated  Fort  Patrick 

Henry.  St.  Vincent,  March  10th,  1779 412 

Harrison,  Governor — Letter  of,  to  James  Madison,  dated  Vin- 
cennes, Jan.  19,  1802,  quoted;   see  notes  by  Dillon....   288 

Harrison,  President  William  H. — "Memoirs"  of,  quoted  in  foot 
note,  on  historical  data  on  our  continental  Indian  af- 
fairs      181 

Harrod,    Captain    Wm. — Born    Virginia    1737;    appointed    by 

Clark  to  the  recruiting  service 193 

commander  ol  company  in  Clark's  campaign;   mention  196 

Harrodstown,  Ky. — Later  caUed  Harrodsburg;  named  for 
James    Harrod,    who    built   the    first   house    (or   white 

man's  cabin )  in  Kentucky 

Clark  appoints  a  general  meeting  at,  6th  of  June,  1776; 

election  takes  place  186 

spies  sent  out  by  Clark,  bring  information  to 189 

Hay,  Jehu— British  officer  408,  409 

Hay.  Maj.  John — British  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
Detroit:  appointed  by  Hamilton  as  major  to  the  De- 
troit militia 227-229 

authorized  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton  to  receive  the  oath 

of  allegiance  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincennes  237 

crue'ty  toward  American   prisoners 269,   270 

deputy  agent,  in  council  with  the  Indians,  Detroit,  June 

29th,   1778 319-328 

mention 341,  361,  420 
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orders  given  him  bv  Hanii  ton  in  relation  to  (■ai)tnre  of 

Vincennes    .  .  . ! 228-22D 

plan  of,  for  strengthening  Vincennes  adopted  as  east  ex- 
pensive;   mention    390 

present  at  conference  between  Clark  and  Hamilton.  .267-268 
Heckewelder   (Heck welder)   Rev.  John   (Gottlieb  Ernestus)  — 
A  Moravian  missionary  to  N.  Amer.  Indians.  bni!i  Bed- 
ford,  England,  1743,  died  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  1823;    noted 
for  his  writings  as  well  as  his  missionary  labors, 
gives  the  aboriginal  name  of  Whites  Eyes  as  Ko-gue-tha- 

gecht-on     179 

historical  data  by  him,  on  onr  continental   Indians  af- 
fairs quoted  from,  in  foot  note 181 

incident  relating  to  the  devotion  of  Captain  Wingenund 
to  Heckewelder  while  on  his  way  from  the  mission 
on  the  Muskingum  to  Pittsburg;  mention  in  note.   179 
quoted  as  authority  for,  the  anecdote  of  Co'.onel  George 

Morgan,  etc. ;  see  foot  note 180 

speech  of  Koguethagechton  (Captain  White  Eyes),  Del- 
aware chief,  quoted  from  writings  of;  mention.  .  .  .    178 
White  Eyes  and  the  missionary,  friends  and  comrades  of 

the  forest;    mention  in  note    1-79 

Helm,  Captain  Leonard — Born  in  Virginia,  died  in  Louisvile. 

1782 :  served  in  Clark's  campaign 196 

appointed  commandant  at  Vincennes;   agent  for  Indian 

affairs  for  department  of  the  Wabash 206,  2So 

Bailey  sent  by  Clark  to  join  Helm  at  St.  Vincent;  men- 
tion in  note 223 

Celoron  makes  his  escape  before  arrival  of 223 

ceremonious  in  dealing  with  Tobacco's  son 207 

Clark  desires  Helm  to  give  no  information  of  Hamil- 
ton's strength,  etc.,  he  being  on  parole 4^4 

Clark  directs  him  how  to  dea'.  with  the  Indians 206,  282 

Clark  sends  answer  to  Hamilton  by 404 

company  of,  in  Clark's  expedition;   mention 194 

editor  of  this  volume  fol'ows  the  original  spelling  in 

Helm's  letter  to  Clark   226 

informs  Clark  that  a  party  of  traders  were  killed  and 

plundered  by  the  Delawares  of  White  River 281 

invited  to  Indian  council   207 

letter  from,  dated  14th  Aug.,  1778,  addressed  to  the  head 

men  of  the  Creek  Indians;  mention 392 

letter  of,  for  the  chief  of  the  Mascous;  mention 395 

letter   to   Clark   explaining  his   condition,   and   his   in- 
ability to  defend  Vincennes 226 

'.etter  to  Clark  taken  by  British  from   a  French  mes- 
senger       230 

makes  valuable  treaty  with  Indians  at  forts  (Ouiatenon)   223 
mentioned   in   anecdote  of  capture  of  Vincennes,   foot 

note    215 

mention   196,  226,  258,  272.  281,  424 

present   at   conference   between   Clark   and    Hami'ton; 

makes  suggestions 267-268,  405,  421 
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private  property  of,  captured  by  British  at  Vincennes, 

restored   to   him    229-230 

remains  at  Vincennes  on  parole 2312 

surprises  Indians  while  in  council  at  Fort  Ouiatenon; 
surrenders  Vincennes  to  British  under  Hamilton;  men- 
tion in  letter  of  Hamilton  to  Haldimana 229-230 

taken  prisoner  at  Vincennes  by  the  British  under  Ham- 
ilton       215 

takes   command    at   Vincennes;    well    received    by    the 

people    20G 

Tobacco's  son  much  attached  to,  calls  He'm  his  brother 

277-278 

to  raise  a  company  in  Clark's  expedition 191 

Henderson  &  Co.— Kentucky  Land  Co.;  mention 185 

Henderson,  Colonel  Richard — Of  the  Kentucky  Land  Co.,  born 
Hanover,  Va.,  1735;   died  North  Carolina,  1785. 
one   of  the   purchasers  of  the   Cherokees,    retards   the 

business  of  Clark  with  the  assembly 188 

Henry,  Ann   (wife  of  Moses  Henry) 245-258 

Henry,  Moses — Indian  agent  at  Vincennes;   mention 280 

arrested  and  confined  in  the  fort  at  Vincennes  on  sus- 
picion of  attachment  to  the  Americaji  cause 258 

assigns  his  lands  in  Vincennes  to  Luke  Decker 245 

cairns  land  in  virtue  of  a  French  or  British  grant;  as- 
signs it  to  an  old  citizen  of  Vincennes 245 

in  known  sympathy  with  the  Americans 244-245 

made  Indian  agent  at  Vincennes  by  Clark 245 

writes  Gibson  for  news  of  his  family 429 

Henry,  Mrs. — Mother  of  Moses  Henry 420 

Henry,  Mrs.  Moses' (Ann) — Claims  land  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress, Aug.  29th,  1788;   mention   245 

informs   her   husband   of   the   approach    of   the   Amer- 
icans     245,  258 

granted  lot  in  Vincennes 245 

Henry,  Governor  Patrick — Born  Hanover  county,  Va.,   1736; 
died  Charlotte  county,  Va.,  1799;    Bowman's  letter  to; 

copy  taken  by  Hurons  at  the  Falls  of  lihe  Ohio 413 

Clark  comunicates  his  designs  to 19o 

correspondence  between  Governors  Henry  and  Jefferson 

and  George  Rogers  Clark;   mention   172 

enters  heartily  into  Clark's  enterprise,  issues  instruc- 
tions for  money  and  supplies  190 

George   Rogers    C  ark's    letter   to,    dated    Fort   Patrick 

Henry,    March    9th,    1779 410-411 

ill  in  Hanover;  Clark  waits  upon  him 187 

letters  of  intructions  from,   to  George  Rogers   Clark; 

mention  171 

letter  to,   from    the   inhabitants   of   Vincennes 329 

open   instructions   to  Clark  to  protect  the   settlers   of 

Kentucky   191 

original  private  letter  of  instructions  of  Gov.  Henry  to 

Clark;    mention  in  foot  note 193 

receives  intelligence  of  Clark's  movements 214 
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secret  instruotions  to  General  Clark 191-19,; 

Historical  Data — On  continental  Indian  affairs;  mention  of 
authorities  quoted,  in  loot  note  by  the  editor,  H.  W. 
Beckwith ISl 

Historical  Notes  of  the  Northwest — By  John  H.  I)i;:on:  quoted  173 

Holland,   Major — Mention    45] 

Holston — Great  island  of  the  Holston. 

Holston  River — A  tributaiy  of  the  Tennessee  river 

IMajor  William  Smith  advances  money  to  recruit  men 

on  Ho  ston  and  to  meet  Clark  in  Kentucky 1.91 

Major  Smith  raises  four  companies  on  Holston  to  be 

marched  immediately  to  Kentucky 194 

mention  4.54 

Horses — Clark  writes  Governor  Henry  in  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  horses 410,  411 

mention 247,  38i; 

purchased  by    continental  congress,  at  Vincennes,  taken 

by    Indians     230 

Renco.  a  Canadian,  purchases  horses  for  Clai'iv 436 

sent  by  Hurons  to  bring  families  and  effects  of  Dela- 

wares  to  Sanduske    369 

sent  to  the  Miamis  to  transport  provisions  at  that  place  341 

Hospitals — Mention   231 

Hoy,  Andrew — Provost  or  military  sheriff  at  Kaskaskia;  offi- 
cial order  to    461 

Hunters — ^Mention    197 

Hunters  Road — Road  leading  from  the  east  into  Kaskaskia, 

frequently  described  to  Clark  by  the  guide,  Saunders.  .    199 

Huron   Indians — And   Santuske    Indians  request  of  Lernoult 

an  asylum  for  their  women  and  children 369 

chiefs  of,  at  conference  at  Fort  Sackville 394 

copy  of  letter  of  Bowman  to  Governor  Henry,  taken  at 

the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  by 413 

fi'om  Sandooski  inform  Hamilton  of  approaci  of  rebels 

to  Detroit   352 

mention   324,  369,  434,  435 

return  to  Vincennes;  mention   393 

Huron  Village — Montforton's  letter  to  Lernoult  dated  from. 434-435 

Hutchins.  Lieut. — Opinion  of  galley 292 

ordered  to  draw  bills  on  chief  engineer  for  expenses 

of   works    at    Pensaco'a    291-292 

Hutchins.  Thomas — Ensign  in  British  service,  later  surveyor 
general  of  the  United  States;  draws  plans  of  Kaskas- 
kia;   foot  note    459 

H.  S. — In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  tells  of  employment  given  him 
after  the  taking  of  Vincennes.  etc.,  dated  Port  St.  Vin- 
cennes.   18th    April,    1779 428 

H.  W.  B.   (Beckwith)— See  Beckwith.  H.  W.    (author  of  this 

volume) — Map  of 242,  243 

note  pertaining  to  the  vessel,  "The  Wiping,"  name  of, 

foot   note    239 

note  relating  to  Celoron,  quoted  from  General  Clark's 

letter  to  George  Mason;   fOot  note 223 
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refers  to  Collett's  map  of  the  geological  survey  of  In- 
diana       241 

signs  explanatory  notes 

172.  179,  180,  184,  185,  189,  191,  193,  197,  200,  201,  206, 
219,  222,  223,  226,  241,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  270,   273, 
287,  312,  314,  315,  310,  458,  459,  460,  462,  463. 
Illinois  Country   (The) — No  British  commandant  in  the  IIM- 

nois    463 

civil  officers  nominally  control  Vincennes 310 

claimants  to  lands  in 287-288 

County  of  Virginia,  by  act  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 

1778    ' 214 

Edgar,   John,   leading  citizen   of    315 

French  inhabitants  of  take  oath  of  allegiance  to  Vir- 
ginia    286 

French  of.  join  rebels,  number  of 352 

Hamilton  decides  not  to  send  large  party  to;  reason  for  231 

hostile  Indians  in,  approach  Clark's  forces 237 

horses  in,  hurt  by  hard  usage  411 

Indians  of  Vincennes  send  to  the  II  inois  for  grain.  .  .  .   220 
lands  in,  vast  acreage  of  conveyed  in  grant  of  Pyanke- 

ohaws;   grant  repudiated  222 

mention.172.  173,  189,  195.  196,  205,  222.  227,  231,  232,  235,236, 
237.  238.  240,  244.  257.  276,  286,  307,  308,  330,  332,  345, 
346,  348,  349,  352,  357,  363,  '364.  365.  366,  398,  410,  411, 
415.  454. 
proportion  of  stores  taken  from  Detroit  for  Hamilton's 

expedition  to 348 

settlers,  large  numbers  desire  to  come  to  tue  I  linois.  .   443 

troops,  raising  of  in  the  Illinois  257 

villages  in,  Gibault  secular  priest  of,  mention  foot  note.  201 

Virginians  ill  in,  with  the  malady  of  the  country 437 

Illinois,  Eastern  Department  of — George  R.  Clark  mentioned 

as  commandant  of;  letter  from  Hamilton  to  Haldimand  230 

Illinois.  Fort  of 295,  362 

Illinois  Indians — Be  ts  sent  to.  by  the  Ottawas  and  Chippawas  366 

Clark  makes  peace  treaty  with 214 

Indian  trade — James  Willing  has  barge  of  goods  suita- 

b  e  for  such  trade 293 

Illinois — Province  of;   mention    310 

Illinois  River — Gautier  and   Langlade  ordered   by  Hamilton 

to  meet  him  at 436 

Major  Lienetot  and  a  company  of  volunteers  sent  up  the 

river  by  Clark    284 

lands  bordering  on:  mention  in  Colonel  Todd's  proc'a- 

mation    286-287 

mention   172.  284.  287.  364,  366,  436 

mention  in  speech  of  Mahimamba 319 

Pottawatamies  ordered  to  move  down 365 

Illinois— State  of;  mention 171.  315,  460,  463 

land  titles  in;  James  Ramsey  has  power  to  examine  315-316 
Independence — War  for.  goes  against  British;  mention 463 
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Independent — Clovernment   of   Kentucky,    desired    under   cer- 
tain circumstances  by   inhabitants  of  Kentuclvy 186 

Independence — Warren  county,  Indiana,  on  site  of  former  In- 
dian vi'.lage   218 

Indian — See  Indians. 

Indiana — Cieolo.2:ical    survey    of    Indiana    for    1873,    by    Prof. 

John  Collett,  mention  in  foot  note  241 

Historical  Society;  original  private  letter  of  Gov.  Henry 

to  Col.  Clark  in  the  possession  of;  mention  in  foot 

note    193 

Historica".  Society;   William  Hayden  English,  president 

of;  mention  in  foot  note 171 

State  Archives  at  Indianapolis,  mention  in  foot  note..    31(> 

state  of;    mention    171 

vast    acreage    of    land    in,    conveyed    in    grant    of    the 

Pjankashaws,  mention  in  note 222 

Indianapolis-  Indiana  State  Archives  at;  mention  in  foot  note  '/>ii'> 
Indians — Advised  to  make  peace  with  Americans  by  the  in- 
habitants  of   Post   Vincennes    20-1 

aitairs  at  Vincennes  occupy  whole  time  of  Gov.  Abbott.  .   313 
affairs  on  the  Wabash  settled  by  Helm  and  Tobacco's 

son    207 

agent;    Clark  appoints  Moses  Henry,   Indian  agent  at 

Vincennes  after  recapture  of 245 

Alibamas,    mention 389 

canoe  captured  by  men  of  Clark's  party 253 

Cherakees,  mention 232.  233,  295,  389,  453 

Chcquitas     456 

Chicas    456 

Chickasees    (Chickasaes),    mention 

232,   233.   345.   389,   395,   453 

Chippeways,  mention    

341,  361,  362,  366,  367,  374,  38.),  393,  394,  397,  418,  432,  436 
chiefs  with  Hamilton  at  capture  of  Detroit,  mention.  .  .    228 

chiefs  satisfied   with   British 254 

Chippoways,  Chibwas,  mention 38i),  393,  394.  397 

Choctaws,  mention 398,  396 

council  at  Cahokia  with  George  R.  C  ark,   description 

and    speeches    208-214 

council  at  Cherakee  River 232,  233 

council  at  Vincennes  with  Americans,  speeches  made; 

Indians  reject  overtures  of  Americans.  .356-358,  394-397 
council  ca'.led  by  the  Tobacco's  son  to  consider  Clark's 

letter    207 

council  held  with  Indians  at  Detroit,  June.  1778 319-328 

council  with  Clark ;   mention 280 

council  with  Outawas.  Chippeweys  and  Pottawattamies. 

Haldimand  to  receive  an  account  of !  . .  .   342 

Creeks  or  Mascous 392,  394.  395,  396.  426 

.    De'.awares,  mention 345,  369,  381,  383,  384.  385,  389,  393 

394,  428. 
department— mention  401,  428,  446-449.  453 

-37 
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Indians  in  the  habit  of  saluting  Fort  Vincennes,  men- 
tion        257 

expect  presents  from  English:  compare  them  with  those 

given    by   French 313 

Fox    Indians,    mention 418 

gifts  to.   necessary;    mention    in    DePeyster's   letter  to 

Haldimand    365 

grand  council  at  fort   (Ouiatenon) 223 

Hurons,  mentio^ 352,  3f39,  393,  394.  424,  425,  427,  434,  435 

inhabitants  of  Fort  Vincennes,  citizens  of  the  U.  S.  . .  .   204 

La  Bav.  mention   367 

Lake,  mention 224,  359,  395,  397 

Mascous   or    Creeks 392.    394,    395,    396,426 

mention. 172,173,196,223,224,  225,  227,  231,  232,  244,  249,  254. 
257.  261,  267,  273,  276,  279,  280,  281,  293,  294,  316,  311' , 
318,  325,  343,  344,  346,  351,  354,  356,  357,  360,  362,   363, 

365,  366,  367,  371,  374,  396,  405.  418.  420,  421-423.  425, 
128,  432-434. 

Miamis,  mention 233.  234.  278,  340,  344,  352.  355.  358, 

361.  362,  391,  392,  393,  397,  424,  425,  439. 

Mississippi,    mention    367 

mode  of  making  war  described 183,  184 

nations  on  the  Wabash,  treaty  with  by  Clark 207 

number  of,  as  computed  by  Hamilton  at  Fort  of  Ouiat- 
enon;  mention  in  letter  to  Haldimand 221 

of  Onatache  tepicouos  du  coeur  de  ceif  and  those  of  St. 
Joseph  not  yet  returned  from  Kaskaskia,  mention 

in  Celoron's  letter  to  Hamilton 336 

of  River  St.  Joseph,  mention 207 

of  the  'akes;  Vincennes  Indians  informed  by  rebels  that 

Indians  of  the  lakes  are  coming  to  their  assistance  354 
Ottawas,  mention.  .220.  232,  233,  322,  324,  341,  356,  361,  362, 

366,  367,  380,  389,  393,  394,  397,  398,  418,  424,  425,   432, 
436.  456. 

Oubash,  mention.. 226,  231,  319,  325,  326,  330,  332,  333,  339, 

341,  343,  351,  353,  354,  356,  359,  389,  393,  395,  396,   428 

Ouebeche  mention    393,  395,  396 

Oueattonons   /  mention.  214,  223,  225,  227,  232,  280,  319,  324, 
Ouiattoonos    \  326-329.  343.  351.  394,  395. 

Feaukeshaws    (Peaukashaas).  mention.  .222,  343.  393,  394, 

396,  400. 

Peoria,  mention 351,  389,  400,  425 

Pottawatamies,   mention.  .220,   232,   234,   334,   341,   342,  356, 

357,  361,  362,  365,  367.  380,  393,  399,  418,  425,  430,   431, 

444.    456. 

Poutcouattamies.  mention 356,  362,  367,  369,  393 

Quiquabones 209,  232.  233.  319.  320.  322.  327.  328,  425.  437 

Quiquaboes.  mention    393,  437 

relics  found  on  site  of  old  villages;  description  by  Cox. 

218,    219 

Reinards    337 

Sakis,  mention    437 

Sautuex.  mention  435 
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Shawanese,  mention.  .232,  233.  234,  339    343    357    359    362 
389,  392,  393,  394,  395,     390.  

treaties  made  at  Caliokia  by  Croorge  R.  Clark,  assist- 
ance of  the  French  in;  advantages  of  the  Amer- 
ii'ans 208 

under  Hamilton  at  Vincennes.  tiieir  conduct  at  capture 

of  Vincennes  229,  230 

"Wabash   '  428 

war   dances    241 

war  songs   322,  346 

Winnippigoes,   mention    .418 

Wolfs  ( Loups),  mention   4.35 

Wyandots   ; 

Wyandotlts  \ 3'^"-  362,  379,  380 

Instructions — To  Clark  from  Governor  Henry;   one  was  open 

or  i)ub"ic,  the  other  order  was  secret 191 

Interpreters — Mention 228,   324,   341 

Iowa — Country;    Renclo,    a   Canadian,    purchases    horses    for 

Clark  in    436 

Irons — A  few  of  the  principal  men  in  Kaskaskia  arrested  and 

put  in  irons  201 

Jaubard     (American) — Attorney,    reasons    for    arrest    of    in 

Canada   44g^  449 

Jefferson,  Thomas— Born   Virginia  1743,  died  Virginia  1826;' 

Clark's  letter  to,  dated  Louisville,  Sept.  23,  1779 453-454 

correspondence,    letters    from,    quoted;     see    notes    by 

Dillon    288 

(Governor),  correspondence  between  Governors  Henry 

and  Jefferson  and  George  Rogers'  Clark;  mention 172 

early  foresaw  what  might  be  the  result  of  Clark's  cam- 
paign;  mention  in  note  (H.  W.  B.) 289 

President  Thomas  Jefferson;  "Memoir"  of  Clark  writ- 
ten at  request  of;  mention 171,  242 

Jesuit  Fathers — At  Kaskaskia;    their  property  at  Kaskaskia 

sold   by  French  authorities    460 

Jesuit  House  (Old)— Described  by  Rocheblavo;   original  cost 

of 462 

Jesuit  House  and  Chapel — At  Kaskaskia;    mention 460 

Jesuit  Priests — Order  of.  suppressed  in  France;   mention....   460 

Jesuite   College — At  Kaskaskia;    mention    462 

Johnson,    Captain — Mention 302 

Johnson    (English  Lieut.  Governor) — Bent'ey  thinks  Murray 

can  easily  convince  him  of  his  (BenOley's)  innocence.  .    302 
Jones.  Gabriel — In  company  with  George  Rogers  Clark  sets 

out  for  WilMamsburgh  in  hopes  of  arriving  before  the 

asseml>ly  adjourns   ]86 

joins  Clark;   their  papers  laid  before  the  assemb'y  of 

Virginia    188 

returns   to   Holston    to  join   the   forces,   to     repel    the 

Cherokee   Indians    186,   187 

selected  as  a  delegate  from   Harrodstown.  Ky.,  to  the 

assembly  of  Virginia 186 
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Journal — Of  Major  Joseph  Bowman;   extract  from  the  manu- 
script journal   of 243,   248-250 

mention,  in  explanatory  notes id,  217,  2G7,  270 

Journal— Of  G.  R.  c:ark 402-407 

Kaskaskia  (Kaskasky,  Kaskias,  Kask'askias,  Kasquskias,  Cas- 
caskias) — 

taking  of  by  Clark;  capture  of  Rocheblave,  etc 330 

affairs  at,  letter  from   Bentley  to  Murray 299-303 

arrival  of  Col.  Montgomery  at;  Clark  first  hears  of  the 

fall  in  value  of  paper  money 283 

Bowman  ordered  from  Cahokia  to  238 

British  troops  under  Captain  Lord  stationed  there....   463 
British  scouts  sent  toward,  bring  in  information  and 

two  prisoners    232 

capture  of  by  George  Rogers  Clark 195-203 

Clark  arrives  at  281 

Clark    disarms    Kaskaskia:    quoted    from    Clark-Mason 

letter    200 

Clark  discloses  to  the  troops  his  design  upon 195 

Clark  reaches  within  three  miles  of,  on  the  evening  of 

July  4,  1788,  Clark-Mason  letter  quoted 199 

Col.  John  Todd  visits,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 

temporary   government,   etc 287 

commonwealth  of  Virginia  p"edged  to  assist  and  pro- 
tect all  white  inhabitants  of  the  post  of  Kaskasky  192 
Delaware  warriors  drunk  in,  attack  an  American  woman  281 

expedition  against,  by  Col.  George  Rogers  Clark 194 

few  of  the  principal  men  arrested  and  put  in  irons.  . .  .   201 
French    and    Spanish   inhabitants   of   refuse   to   accept 

American   money,  etc 284 

French  inhabitants  of.  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 

the  state  of  Virginia 203 

garrison   established   at  by  Clark;    Captain  John  Wil- 
liams in   command    205 

General  Edgar's  home  and  hospitality  in 315 

Gibault  returns  to  Kaskaskia 205 

Hunters  Road,  leading  from  the  east  into;  mention. . . .   199 
Indians   of   Onatache,    tepicous   du    coeur   de   ceif   and 
those  of  St.  Joseph,  not  yet  returned  from;    men- 
tion of  Celoi'on's    letter  to  Hamilton 336 

John  Duff  and  i)arty  of  hunters  give  Clark  information 

regarding  Kaskaskia  .....' 197 

Laffont,  Dr.  John  Baptiste,  resident  of,  mention 204 

mention  

174,  184,  191,  192,  193.  195,  197,  199,  200.  201,  202,  203, 
205.  214,  258,  263,  281,  282.  284,  285.  287,  298,  300,  301. 
302.  307,  310,  311,  314.  315.  329.  332,  339,  357,  389,  390.  424 
428,  429.  457-464. 

not  fortified ;   mention    462 

number  of  rebel  forces  at 232 

old    trail    between    Kaskaskia    and      Vincennes;      few 

changes  noticed  after  nearly  200  years;  mention..   240 
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old  records  of,  published   by   E.  T.   Flagg,  mention   in 

loot  note  4t;i 

parish    records,    marriage    register;     mention    in    loot 

note    4<J3 

pan  of,  drawn  by  Thomas  Hutchins,  foot  note 459 

procamation  of  Col.  John  Todd  issued  from,  15th  June, 

1779   287-288 

Quiquaboes  war  party  sent  toward  Kaskaslvia 233 

rebe!s  at  Vincennes  likely  to  send  to,  for  help 357-358 

Rocheblave,    commandant    at,    to    succeed    Capt.    Hugh 

Lord;   his  misconduct  and  injustice 295-298 

runners  sent  through  the  town  by  Clark,  ordering  the 
people  to  keep  c  ose  to  their  houses;   quoted  from 

the  C'ark-Mason  letter  200 

the  fort  at,  mention   459 

troops  of  Clark  divided  between  Post  Vincennes,  Kas- 

kaskia.  Cahokia  and  the  "Fars  of  the  Ohio" 285 

troops  posted  there  instead  of  at  Fort  Chartres 291 

Kaskaskia  Indians — (An  Ills,  tribe)  Clark  makes  peace  treaty 

with    214 

Kaskaskia  River — Clark  crosses 240 

Clark  takes  possession  of  a  house  on  the  banks  of 199 

Clark's  army  crosses,  encamps  about  three  miles  from  246 

mention  in  the  Clark-Mason  letter   199 

mention    458 

Kaskaskia  Volunteers — Mention    402 

Kaskasquias — Mention     390 

piroque  seized,  coming  from  Kaskasquias  with  flour.  .   390 
rebels  at,  in  dai'.y  apprehension  of  attacks;  mention  in 

Hamilton's  letter  to  DeGalvis 378 

southern  Indians  to  attack  rebels  at;   mention  in  Ham- 
ilton's letter  to  Haldimand   389 

Ke-ki-ong-gay — Miamis  village,  on  both  sides  of  the  River  St. 

Joseph ;  mention  in  note 221 

Kennedy    (Mr.    Kernedy)     Patrick — Commissary    in    C'ark's 
army  sent  to  cross  the  river  Embarrass;  extract  from 

■     Bowman's  Journal   248 

Kennedy,  Pat — Signs  testimony  of  Henry  Butler 305-306 

Kennedv,    Patrick — Merchant  in  Kaskaskia;    petition  to   Sir 

Guy  Carleton 295-298 

quartermaster  at  Post  Vincennes;    mention    280 

Kentucky — Campbell    (Col.  Arthur),  member  Virgina  assem- 
bly, opposed   to  Kentucky  being  made  a  new  country 

of  Va 189 

causes    contributing   to   attraction   of   emigrants    from 

Virginia  and  other  states  to 28G 

Clark  settles  accounts  of  the  Kentucky  militia;    men- 
tion         190 

Clark  in  1775  begins  to  pay  attention  to  Kentucky 185 

Clark's  expedition  to  protect  sett'ers  of  Kentucky;  open 

instruction  of  CJovernor  Henry;    mention 191 

Clark  leaves   Kentucky:    speculation   as  to   his   future 

movements   189 
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Clark   receives  an   express  from   Ky.,  sent  by   Colonel 

John  Bowman   283 

commandant  at.  Clark  writes  to,  asking  a  private  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  men  he  was  able  to  furnish  275 
description    of    the    forts    constructed    in    the    western 

parts  of 182-183 

establishment  of  the  county  of  Kentucky 189 

early  adventures  of;  mention   184 

Major  William  Smith  to  recruit  men  on  Holston  and 

to  meet  Clark  in  Kentucky 181 

mention  

173,  182-185.  187-191,  194,  195,  238.  239,  261.  273,  27G,  283- 
286,  289,  357. 

party  of  Indians  sent  against,  by  Hamilton  261 

Virginians    and    Pennsylvanians    divided    into    violent 

parties  respecting  territory  of    193 

Kettles — Mention    253 

Kickapoos    (Quiquabones)    Indians — Capture  Croghan 217 

Clark  makes  treaty  with 214 

party  of,  sent  out  by  Hamilton,  mistake  Americans  for 

escort  sent  out  to  meet  them 261-262 

village  chiefs   in   council   at  Detroit,   June,   1778;    war 

chiefs  in  council,  etc.,  lists  of    319 

Kickapoo  Village   ( Mat-o-cush ) — Location  of 218 

Killbuck.  Captain  John — Or  Galelemend.  Tuscarawas,  Indian 

chief;    (a  Delaware  chief);    American  partisan;    letter 

of,  to  John  Montour,  dated  Cookshocking,  Jan.  ISth. 

1779    379 

mention  in  Zeisberger's  letter  to  Gibson 381 

sends  message  to  Ochi  Town  381 

King  of  Great  Britain — War  declared  by  a  message  from,  to 

English    parliament;     mention 374 

King's   Regiment — Fifty   soldiers  of,   from  Niagara,    land   at 

Detroit 353 

"Kings   (The)   Pasture  at  Detroit— Meaning  of  the  term....   280 
Kinaytounak,  Chief  of  the  Renard  Nation — Treaty  of  alliance 

given  by  George  Rogers  Clark  to.  mention 338 

Kissingua   (Indian) — Sent  with  a  white  man  to  Mr.   Stuart 

by  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton;  mention  395 

Knives — Mention    218 

Koguethagechton    (Delaware   Chief,   Captain   White   Eyes)  — 
called  by  the  Americans,  Captain  White  Eyes,  addresses 

his  tribe,  speech  of 177-178 

Rev.    John    Heckewelder,    a    Moravian    missionary,    gives 
the  aboriginal  name  of  "Whites  Eyes"  as  "Ko-gue- 

tha-gecht-on"    179 

reported  speech  of,  in  favor  of  the  American  colonic-, 
prepared     by     a     committee    of    the    continental 

congress   1  ('7,  178 

LaBaye  (LaBay) — Langdale  (Langlade)  sets  out  for;  mention  399 

"The  Welcome"  sent  to   366 

mention 365.  367,  436.  437 
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LaBay  Indians — Langlade  and  Gautier,  if  unable  to  join 
Hamilton,  ordered  to  go  to  the  LaBaye  and  Mississippi 
Indians  " .33f;,  367 

LaBaye   Road — Traders  not  allowed   on 437 

LaChance,  iMr. — Arrested  and  his  brandy  confiscated 309 

(probably  Nicholas  l.achance)    sent  by   Rocheblave  to 

seize  property  for  payment 300-301 

LaChappelle.  Hazille — One  of  a  family  of  twelve  V)rothers  who 
removed  from  Canada  to  Kaskaskia,  party  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings before  Rocheblave 300-301 

LaPayette,  Gen.  Marie  Jean  Paul  Roch  Yves  Gilbert  Motier, 
Marquis  de,  born  near  Brioude,  France,  1757,  died  Paris, 
1834 — Visits  Kaskaskia;  entertained  by  Gen.  John 
Edgar  and  wife 315 

LaFayette.    Indiana — Present   site   of,    mention     in     editorial 

note    216 

LafEont,  (Lafont)  Dr.  John  Baptist — Physician  at  Kaskaskia, 
selected  by  Father  Gibault  to  assist  him  at  Post  Vin- 
cennes    204 

Lagesse  (The  Son  of) — A  young  chief  of  the  Poutcouattamies 
of  St.  Joseph,  makes  speech  at  council  with  Americans 
at  Vincennes 356-357 

Lake  Indians — Hamilton  recommends  to  the  Weas  the  ex- 
ample of   224 

mention  224,  243,  254.  359,  364, .395,  397 

Lake  Michigan — Indians  on  borders  of,  mention 207 

Indian  tribes  inhabiting  country  adjacent  to;   mention.    214 
Poutawattamies    of    St    Joseph     (of    Lake    Michigan), 

mention  in  note,  letter  of  Hamilton  to  Haldimand.  220 

Lakes — Vessels  cannot  navigate  in  winter;    hence  assistance 

cannot  come  from  Canada 370 

La  Mothe,    Guillaume,    Captain — Appointment   for    asked,    in 

Hamilton's  letO?r  to  Haldimand 401 

La  Mothe's  company  of  volunteers  go  under  Major  Hay 

to  take  Vincennes   227 

La  Motte.  Captain  WilMam — A  noted  Canadian,  British  parti- 
san, attempts  to  enter  fort  at  Vincennes 261 

Clark  permits  to  enter  the  fort  at  Vincennes;   reasons 

for  so  doing   263-26 1 

mention   258,  362.  403,  424,  425 

sent  out  from  Vincennes  to  reconnoitre;    mention....   403 

Land  Office  records  at  Vincennes;  foot  note 316 

Lancaster,  Pa. — Congress  in  session  there;  mention 305 

Land  Companies — Settlers  added  to  the  white  population  of 

the  country  through  efforts  of 175 

Land  Grants — Old  land  grants  at  or  near  Vincennes  treated  in 

Vol.  XVI,  American  State  Paper;  mention  in  foot  note.   245 

r^ngdale    (Lang'ade) — Sets    out    for    his    post    at    LaBaye; 

mention    399 

reaches  Milwaukee  and  hears  of  Hamilton  being  taken.   436 

Langda'e  (Langda'e) — Charles  Michel  de.  Indian  officer  in 
British  service;   born  near  Mackinac  (Ottawa  village), 

1729 ;  died  at  Green  Bay,  1800 

arrives  at   Michilimackinac    367 
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DePeyster  sends,  to  conciliate  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 

near  Grand  River 367 

fails  in  his  attempt  to  move  the  Indians 418 

on  arrival  at  LaBaye  receives  orders  from  Hamilton  to 

join  him  in  the  spring  by  Illinois  River 43G 

sent  by  DePeyster  to  assist  Hamilton 398 

sent  by  DePeyster  to  attempt  to  assemble  the  Grand 

River  Indians   369 

Languedoc — Ship  of  the  King  of  France;   mention 376 

Larnoult.     See  Lernoult. 

Law,  Judge  John — In  a  transcript  of  the  manuscript  "Diary," 
of  Clark,  Law  cal's  the  hill  (Warrior's  Island)  "War- 
ren's Island;"  evidence  appears  to  be  in  favor  of  this 

spelling;  foot  notte 243 

Lawrence,  Fort — Mention  in  Zeiserger's  letter  to  Gibson.  .  .  . 

381-382,    420 

Laws,  U.  S. — Dillon  quoted  in  regard  to  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween Delaware  Indians  and  commissioners  of  the  U. 

S. ;  see  foot  note 286 

Le  Boeuff  (LeBoeuf) — Bolton  writes  Hamilton  that  the  rebels 

will  erect  a  fort  at,  etc 422 

Le  Comte — Desires  permission  to  pass  to  New  Orleans;  Hamil- 
ton's letter  to  DeGalvis 377 

Lee.  Arthur — Bu-kon-ge-he-la  takes  no  notice  of  him  as  com- 

.mjssioner  at  Fort  Pitt;  mention  in  note  by  the  editor.  .   177 
one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  tiie  continenta". 
congress  to  reside  at  Fort  Pitt  for  the  purpose  of 
making  treaties  with  the  Indians;  mention  in  foot 

note    175 

Le  Gras,  Col.  Jean  M.,  (John  M.).  (J.  M.  P.  Legrace,  Major — 

Resident  of  Vincennes 

applies  to  council  to  permit  Dejean  to  visit  the  Illinois.    308 
buried   his   powder  during   British   occupancy   of  Vin- 
cennes; produces  it  for  Americans 259 

Chapoton  a  worthy  associate  of 344 

commandant   of,  Vincennes,    acts    as    president   of   the 

court,  etc 288 

French  trader  of  Vincennes,  accepts  a  major's  commis- 
sion from  the  rebel  officer  commanding  at  the  Illi- 
nois; mention  in  Hamilton's  lettjer  to  Haldimand.  .   223 
goes  with  a  party  of  troops  to  attempt  to  capture  boats 

of  provisions  expected  by  British  at  Vincennes.  .   272 

mention    343,   344 

rebels  proceed  to  the  house  of.  at  Vincennes 424 

LeGros,  Mr. — Arrested  by  the  Virginians  and   sent  under  a 

guard  to  Illinois 336 

Leith  (Lieth)  John — Born,  probably,  in  Scotland;  died  in  Ohio 
about  1832. 
journal    of,    gives   instance   of   British    cruelty   towaru 

I)risoners   269-270 

Leni-Lenape,  or  Delaware  Indians — Rev.  John  Heckewelder,  a 

Moravian  missionary  long  among 179 
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Lernoult,  Capt.  R.  B.  (B9laiiger) — British  commandant  at 
Detroit:  asks  advice  and  assistance  from  tjolone.  Bol- 
ton at  Niagara 370 

assists  at  feast  of  tlie  Indians l'A2 

at    Detroit.    Hamilton     sends     substance     of     Captain 

Helm's  letter  to;  mention  392 

Bolton  sends  troops  from  Niagara  to  l.ernoult  at  De- 
troit        370 

Bowman    to    Lernoult,    letter   of,    dated     Fort    Patrick 

Henry,  St.  Vincent,  March  20th,  1778 41fi 

Cheval.ier  to   Lernoult,    letter   dated'  St.   Joseph,    May 

29th,   1779    443-444 

express  sent  by,  with  news  to  DePeyster 418 

extracts  of  letters  written  at  St.  Duski   (Sandusky)   by 

Lieut.  Bird  to   427 

Girciult    (Girault)    writes    to,,  asking    the    re'ease    of 

Bentley    417 

Girciult  , (Girault)  letter  to,  dated  Fort  Patrick  Henry, 

St.  Vincent,  21st  March,  1779 417 

Hamilton's  letter  to.  dated  St.  Vincennes,  March   8th, 

1779 — by  permission  of  Colonel  Clark 408 

Hamilton  to,  represent  dangers  to  Miamis  and  Detroit.    34o 
informs  Bolton  that  Hurons  and  Santuske  Indians  are 

alarmed  at  rumors  of  encroachments  of  Virginians.   369 
informs  DePeyster  of  Hamilton's  falling  into  the  hands 

of  the  Virginians  432 

mention.  .341.  342,  344,  34(J.  3(')9,  370,  392,  408,  415-421.  427, 

434-435,  444. 
Monforton's  letter  to,  dated   Huron    Village,   7th   May. 

1779    434-435 

permits  Lieut.  Shourd  with  officers  and  men  to  accom- 
pany Hamilton    353 

present     at     council     with     Indians,     mention     of     in 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Ha'dimand  341 

sings  the  war  song:    mention   in  Hamilton's  letter  to 

Haldimand    346 

to  Bolton,  hopes  that  a  reinforcement  will  be  sent  to 

Detroit    420 

will  act  the  part  of  a  father  to  Indians,  in  Hamiton's 

absence    342 

writes  Bolton  his  regret  at  loss  of  Hamilton 421 

writes   'etter   to   Bolton    giving   information    from    De- 
Peyster       369 

Letters  from  Canadian  Archives.     See  Canadian  Archives. 
Levi,  Marquis  de — Mi  itary  companions  of,  menliion  in  procla- 
mation of  the  King  of  France  375 

tribute  to  character  of,   in   proclamation   of  the  King 

of    France    375 

Levis,  (Levi)  Gaston  Francois,  Chevalier  de — Afterwards 
Duke   de   Levis:    born   Languedoc,    France.    1720.    died 

Arraz,  1787:  noted  French  officer  in  Canada 375 

Lienetot,    Major    Godebory    (Godfroy?) — Clark      and      Major 

•    Lienetot  take  up  quarters  at  the  "Fa'ls  of  the  Ohio".  . .  .   285 
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mention    281 

Lieth  (Leith).  John  (see  l.eith) — A  very  religious  man, 
mentioned  in  explanatory  note;  his  horror  at  cruelties 
practised    toward    American    prisoners 270 

Ling  (Liny)   \V. — Butler  testifies  that  he  does  not  know  him.   306 

Linn,  Col.  \Vm.  (Major) — Commanded  under  Clark;  killed  by 

Indians.    1781 

messenger   with    letter   from   Col.   Campbell    to   C.ark; 

mention  in  foot  note   197 

volunteer   officer;    commands    party    for    "Falls   of   the 

Ohio"     205 

Linne,    Benjamin — A   young  volunteer   in   Capt.   James   Har- 

rod's  command;  sent  by  George  Rogers  Clark  as  a  spy.    189 

Liquor — Used  in  trade  with  Indians;   mention 296,  325,  334 

Rocheblave    forbids    trading    in    by    others    on    severe 

pena'ty;  and  himself  trades  in  it 296 

Little  Wabash— See  Wabash. 

Logansport.   Indiana — Site  of  present  city  of:    village  of  the 

Eel    River    Miamis    si.x    miles    above    the    juncture    of    the 
stream  with  the  Wabash,  at  Logansport,  Ind.;  in  Ham- 
ilton's letter  to   Haldimand 220 

London — Associates  of  John  Murray  (Lord  Dunmore).  men- 
tioned in  grant  of  land  by  the  Pyankeshaws;  mention  in 

note    222 

mention    361 

Long  Knives — Americans,  particularly  the  Virginians,  caued 
Long  Knives  or  Big  Knives;  speech  of  Buckongahelas 
to    ..le    Indians 176 

Lord,  Captain  Hugh — British  commandant  of  Illinois;   signs 

official   paper    295 

his  departure  from  the  Illinois;    mention 295 

mention    297 

stationed    at    Kaskaskia;    ordered    from    there    to    De- 
troit;   leaves  Rocheblave  in  command 463 

writes  letter  to  General  Gage,  mention  in  foot  note. . . .   461 

Loskiel  (Loskill)  George  Henry — ^Moravian  missionary  to 
western  Indians;  historical  data  on  our  continental  In- 
dian affairs  quoted  from,  in  foot  note 181 

Louisiana^ INlention     216 

Louisville.  Kentucky — Clark's  letter  to  Jefferson  dated  at.   453-454 
mention    in    note,   accompanying   Hamilton's    letter   to 
Haldimand.     See  Fals  of  the  Ohio 221 

Luzerne,  M.  le  Chevalier  de — Minister  of  France;   memoir  of 

the  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  addressed  to;  mention.  .  .  .    329 

Lynn,  Captain — Mention  of.  in  Governor  Patrick  Henry's  se- 
cret instructions  to  George  Rogers  Clark 193 

Macarty,    ( McCarty.  :\Iakrty)    Chevalier  de — Commandant  of 

the  Illinois  at  Fort  Chartres,  writes  letter  to  Vaudreuil  459 

McCarty.    Capt.    Richard — Commands    Co.    of   Ky.    voUmteers 

under  Clark;   mention  in  Bowman's  Journal.  .249,  284,  285 
discovers  fires  made  by  whites  and  Indians  near  camps; 

mention  in  .Major  Bowman's  Journal   249 
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trader  from  Miehilimackinac  to  the  Illinois:  letter 
from,  enclosed  to  HaUlimand  in  letter  of  Major 
DePeyster;    mention    3154 

Macomb,  John— Merchant  of  Detroit:    forwards  some   Indian 

goods  to  the  Mianiis   221 

mention  '*'*■* 

Macomb,  Mrs. — Keeper  of  a  noted  boarding  house  in  Detroit.   277 

McFar,  .lohn— Anecdote  from  manuscript  autobiography  of: 

mention  273 

McGary,  Captain— Commands  Co.  of  Ky.  volunteers 284,  285 

McGee,  Captain  Alex.— .loins  Hamiltbn 370 

writes  letter  to  T.ernoult,  who  encloses  same  to  Bolton  370 

Machilimackinac  (Miehilimackinac)— Merchants,  traders  and 

inhabitants  of.  apply  for  a  missionary:   note 335 

mention   3(i4-3(i7,  398,  399,  418.  432 

Mcintosh.  Brig.  Cxen.  Lachlan— Born  Scotland  1725.  died  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.,  1806:  directed  by  congress  to  co'lect  troops 

at  Pittsburg  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers 

383-385,  386,  387 

Fort  Mcintosh:  mention  in  Zeisberger's  letter  to  Gib- 
son       ^^2 

McKee,  Captain  Alexander— Attacks  fort  at  Fa  Is  of  the  Ohio: 

mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haluimand 362 

in  council  with  the  Indians  at  Detroit 319-328 

message  and  present  of  ammunition  for  the  Shawnese 

sent  by    ^^^ 

ordered  to  make  enquiry  of  affairs  at  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  344 

Mackinack — Mention  1*^2 

McLeod.  Captain  (Norman?)— British  officer  under  Hamilton  228 

349 


mention 


Madison,   Jam.es- Letter  from   Gov.   Harrison  to.   dated   Vin- 

cennes,  Jan.  19,  18(!2,  quoted:   notes  by  Dillon    288 

."Memoir"  of  George  Rogers  Clark,  written  at  the  re- 
quest of:  mention  I'^'l-  242 

Mahimamba — Quiquabones    village    chief    in    cuiincil    at    De- 
troit. June,  1 778,  speech  of   -519 

medal   given   to:    foot  note   325 

presents  pipes  for  the  Quiquabones  and  Mascoutins.  at 

council  held  at  Detroit.  June.  1778 320 

Maisonville.  Alexis— Recommended   to  Haldimand  by   Hamil- 
ton        345 

Maisonville,  Captain   Francis— A  famous   Indian   partisan  of 
Cahokia,   captured    by   Americans,    tortured    by    some 

young    men    263 

guide  to  Captain  La  Mottte 424 

mention     403 

officer  under  Hamilton  at  Vincennes  -i-is 

sent  after  prisoners:   takes  pacquet  of  letters.  &c 424 

Mamakossing— Warriors  mustered  at:    mention,  Zeisberger's 

letter  to  Gibson    3^1 

Mansion— Of  the  fort  at  Kaskaskia:  mention  462 

Mamelles    ( Hills)— Called    by    Bowman    in    Journal,    the    Mo- 
bib  or  Bubbriss    ^42 
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Second  or  Chimney  Rock;   mention   24*5 

small   hill;    mention   in   Bowman's   Journal 250 

small  hills,  so  called  by  the  French  because  of  a  fan- 
cied likeness  to  the  female  breast 241 

Manuscript  Journal — Bowman's;    extract  from 

171,  240,  242,  243,  248-250,  '265,  267,  270,  284 

Manuscript    Journal— Of   C.ark 245-266,    402  407 

Maps — Clark  hopes  to  send  a  map  of  the  country  to  Gov.  Pat- 
rick   Henry    411 

Prof.   Colleit's  map,   with   report  of  geological   survey 

of  Indiana;  reference  to 241 

topographical  map  showing  Clark's  route  from  the 
crossing  of  the  Wabasn  to  Vincennes;  by  H.  W. 
Beckwith,  opposite  page 242 

Marantete  Francois — Lieutenant  of  militia;    Hamilton  drills 

for  service   342 

Marriage — Registes;    Kaskaskia  parish  records;    metion,  foot 

note    463 

Martia'.    Law — Mention    44.S 

Mascous — ^Creek  nation  so  called  by  the  Indians 394 

chief  of  the  Creeks  sends  white  belt  to  conference  of 

the  Indians  at  Ft.  Sackville;  mention 395 

Mascoutins — A'.l  united;  mention  in  speech  of  Quiquapoquois 

at    Detroit,    1778 327 

belt  given  to  by  Hamilton  at  council  held  at  Detroit, 

1778 ;    mention    324 

(tribe)  in  council,  Detroit,  June  29,  1778 319-328 

Mahimamba  presents  pipe  for  the  Mascoutins  at  council 

at  Detroit,  June,  1778 320 

Mason,    Edward    G. — Ills,    historian,    born    Conn.,    1839,    died. 

1898;  historical  writings  of;  mention  in  foot  note 458 

Mason.  George — Of  Virginia;  Clark's  letter  to  George  Mason. 

quoted  in  note  by  H.  W.  B 223 

mention   171,  199,  200.  223,  241,  458 

Mason  Letter  (The) 241,  243,  246,  458 

Masons — Mention     291 

Massac,  Fort — Clark  plans  to  leave  the  Ohio  near  Fort  Mas- 
sac       191 

see  Fort  Massac. 

Matchigrins — Chief  of  Thunder  Bay;    mention 419 

Mathero — Corn   taken   from;    mention    301 

Matocush — Kickapoo    Indian   town;    Croghan   taken    prisoner 

there 217 

Kickapoo  Indian  village,  location  of 218 

Mathews   (Matthews)   Capt.  Robert — Acting  engineer  at  Fort 

Niagara;    mention    422 

succeeds  Captain  Foy  as  secretary  to  Haldimand 450 

Matthews  of   Kaskaskia;    Bentley   directs   Murray   to   secure 

affidavit  of 302 

Mattison.  Rali)h — One  of  Clark's  soldiers,  grandfather  of  John 
McFall,  related  anecdote  of  capture  of  British  boats 
and  crew  by  Americans  under  Helm    273 
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Maumee  River — An  Ulaize  joins  the  Maumee  at  site  of  De- 
fiance.   Ohio;    mention 220 

Indians  of,   indifferent  to   tlie  British;    importance  of 

services 173 

traders   in   the   interest   of   Detroit,    factor   among   the 

savages  of  the  Maume 172 

Mansliaclv — James  Willing  proposes  to  take  goods  there....   293 

Meda'.s— .Mention 274,  3.^5,  3(52.  400 

for  list  of  meda!s  given  to  the  Indian  chiefs  at  the  coun- 
cil held  at  Detroit,  1778,  see  foot  note 325 

Me-Iou-e-son-ata  (Ouiattanon) — Medal  given  to;  see  foot  note  325 
mention  319 

Memoir — (The    French)  ;    mention 219 

Memoir — Written  by  George  Rogers  Clark  at  I  he  request  of 

Thomas  Jefferson  and  James  Madison 171 

"Memoir  of  Clark" — H.   W.   Beckwith's  note  in   reference  to 

the  original ;    foot  note 242 

Memoir— Of  George  Rogers  C;ark,  extracts  from .  .245-2i;(;.  272-278 
mention   402-407,  458 

Memorandum — Of  lands  owned  by  claimants  in  the   Illinois 

country     287 

Merchandise — At  Vincennes  confiscated  by  the  English 259 

mention     224 

Merchants— Mention    439,   440 

prohibited  from  carrying  goods  to  ^Michi  imakinac...   441 

Merom  Sand  Stone — Ridges  and  knolls  in  Indiana,  remains  of  241 

Mesplet — Printer  sent  by  congress,  arrested  in  Canada.  ..  .448-449 

Messengers — Mention    175 

Miamis — Chief,  informs  Hamilton  of  bad  conduct  of  Celoron; 

mention  in  letter  Hamilton  to  Haldimand 233 

chiefs  of  the  upper  Wabash  go  to  Vincennes  and  pro- 
fess friendship  for  the  Americans;  express  sent 
from    to    Detroit    351 

Miamis.  Fort — Baubin  (Charles)  reaches  Detroit  with  letter 
from  \}he  Miamis;  mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldi- 
mand       343 

carrying  place  at:  mention 343,  346,  349 

Ce  oron  writes  Hamilton  from,  dated  Aug.  28;   tells  of 

conditions  there    336,   337 

fortifying  of;   mention   344 

Hami  ton  orders  a  lieutenant  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment with  militia  to  assist  in  repairing  the  carry- 
ing place  at 343 

Hamilton  sends  to.  for  provisions;  mention 391 

mention  336,  346.  349.  352.  358 

Indians,  chiefs  of,  at  conference  Fort  Sackville 394 

chiefs  of  join   Hamilton 361 

friendly  to  the  rebels  352 

reputed  a  cowanlly  nation   352 

scouts  for  the  British ;   mention   234 

tribe  of  Riviere  a  L'Anguille  join  Hamilton 22J 

Indian  tribe  (Eel  River  Miamis)  located  some  six  miles 
above  the  junction  of  the  stream  with  the  Wabash 
at  site  of  present  Logansport.  Ind.;  note 220 
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mention    359,  360 

Miamis.  Post — Precautions  lor  protection  of,  mention 344 

(the)  rebels  at;  untruthful  statement  made  bv  Celoron 

354,    355 

Miamis  River — Celoron  in  vicinity  of;  mention 355 

Hamilton  hopes  to  send  news  of  expedition  from 355 

Hamilton   sets  out  for 347 

rains  necessary  for  raising  waters  of   346 

scarcity  of  water  in,  mention 392 

Shawnees  villages  on,  burned 289 

sketch  of  by  DuVernet    362 

Miamis  town;  Chevalier  with  Indians  arrives  at 360 

Miamis  village  frequented  by  men  of  bad  reputation.  .  .   311 

Michilimackinac — DePeyster's     letter     to     Gen.     Haldimand 

dated  from.  Jan.  29,  1779 398,  399 

DePeyster's  letter  to  Haldimand,  dated  from 436-438 

inhabitants  of;  DePeyster  obliged  to  press  their  ser- 
vants for  service  in  sending  canoes  on  official  busi- 
ness       368 

instructions    to    DePeyster    regarding     merchants     at; 

passports,  etc 439,  440 

letter  from  DePeyster  to  Haldimand  dated  at 418,  419 

letter  from,  relating  to  Hamilton's  expedition 445 

letter    of    De    Peyster    to    Haldimand    dated    at,    Aug. 

15,    1778    334,    335 

letier    of    DePeyster    to    Ha'.dimand.    dated     Oct.    24, 

1778    364-366 

mention  

299-303,  331,  364,  366,  367,  368.  398,  399,  418,  432,  437 

provisions  bad    at    433 

Michigan.  Lake — DePeyster  hopes  Clark  will  comes  by  way  of 

the  lake    437 

Indians  on  boraers  of;   mention 207,  214 

mention     432,    455 

Michigan,  State  of — Mention   171 

Military   Companions — of  the   Marquis  of  Levi;    mention   in 

"Proc'amation  of  the  King  of  France" 375 

Militia— Mention 192.  197,  232 

volunteers  of,  Detroit;   mention;   see  Detroit  militia. 

Miller — At  Vincennes;    mention    231 

Milwakee   (Milwaukee) — Siggenake,    Milwaukee    chief;    men- 
tion        432 

the  "Welcome,"  armed  vessel,  sent  to;   mention  in  De- 

Peyester's  letter  to  Haldimand 366 

Virginians  building  boats  near:    mention 432 

Mlngoes    (Indian    tribe) — Hamilton    encourages    Mingoes    to 

keep  watch  towards  the  Ohio 339 

Ministers  of  the  Gospel — Mention 3/5 

protection  asked  for;  mention  in  Gibson's  letter  to  Mcin- 
tosh      383 

Misilamackinac — Letter  from  Bentey  to  Murray;   written  at 

299-303 
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Misquitto  f  Misquetto ) — Quiqual)ones  war  chief,  axe  presented 

to    by   Hamilton    327 

Mission — On  the  Muskingum;    Heckewelder  makes  a  journey 

from,  to   l'itti-l)uri^h:    mention   in  note 179 

Missionary  Fathers — Settlements  not  visited  by  them;   given 

up  to  debauchery   311 

Mississippi    (iMisisipi)    Indians — DePeyster   orders    Langlade 
and   Gautier,   if  unable  to  join   Hamilton,   to   cross  to 

Labaye  and  Mississippi  Indians.  . , 3(57 

Mississippi   River— Bui'ding  of  a  fort  at  the  (or.flux  of  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi,  necessary 339,  340 

Delaware  Indians  hunt  in  country  of 2S1 

English    traders    amongst    the    savages    of    the    upper 

Mississippi;    mention    172 

Gautier  sets  out  for  his  i)ost  on 39D 

Hamilton's  letter  to  commandant  on  the  Si)anish  side 

of  Mississippi  River;   mention 345 

Indian  tribes   between   Lake   Michigan   and   the    River 

Mississippi;    mention    214 

keel  boat  (the  Willing)   purchased;   fitted  out  as  a  gal- 
ley under  command  of  Captain  Rogers 239 

lands  bordering  on;  mention  in  Col.  John  Todd's  proc- 
lamation     287,   288 

inroads  of  on    Fort   Chartres,   render   it   unfit   for   hab- 
itation        461 

mention   

172,  190,  19(),  197,  214,  224,  233,  239,  240,  280,  281,  287, 
292.  300,  331,  332,  339,  345,  365,  367,  368,  378,  389,  391, 
399,  453,  459,  461,  463. 
Rocheblave  informs  Hamilton  that  four  English   frig- 
ates were  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 331,  332 

spies  kept  on  the  river  by  the  British;   mention 197 

Mississippi  Valley ;   mention 185,  460 

Missouri  River    340 

Mobib  or  Bubriss — Misspelt  slang  phrase  for  the  word  nam- 

elle ;    note    242 

Money — American,  discredited  by  traders  at  KasKaskia 284 

(paper)    Clark  for  the  first  time  learns  of  the  fall  of 

paper  money   283 

Monforton,  Guile — To  Lernoult,  letter  dated   Huron  Village, 

7th   May.  1779    434,   433 

Monongahela  River — Brow^nsville,   Pa.     Red   Stone   Old    Fort 

located  on;  mention  in  foot'  note 191 

Montaine,  John — Chiefs  from  St.  Duskie  come  to  Detroit  with  420 
Montcalm — Louis  Joseph,  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  Gozon  de  St. 

Veran — Mention  in  proclamation  of  the  King  of  France  375 
Montgomery     (Montgomen),    Col.    John,    commander    under 
Clark;    born  Va.  1748.  killed  by   Indians  in  Ky.  1794; 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  Illinois.  . 

284,  285 

arrives  at  Kaskaskia   283 

commander  of  company   in   Geo.   Rogers   Clark's   cam- 
paign       195 
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commandant  at  Fort  Clark,   Kaskaskias,   writes  letter 

to  De  Peyster   307 

despatched  by  water  with  stores  for  Post  Vincennes.  .   284 

despatched  with  letters  by  Clark 205,  206 

signs  French  proclamation  at  the  Cascaskies 457 

tlD    DePeyster,    copy    of    Dejean's    permit    to    visit    the 

Illinois    308 

writes   to    De   Peyster   of   the   good    intentions   of   the 

Americans   307,  308 

Montour,  John — Hurons  have  dea  ings  with. 379,  380,  435 

Montreal — Behavior  of  a  rebel  at:  mention 448 

goods  from,  to  DePeyster  at  Mackinac  sent  too  late  in 

the    season 368 

Indians  returned  from  council  at;   mention 369 

mention    223,  224,  237,  531,  334,  368,  369 

young  Indian  named  Amiable  at,  son  of  Louis  Chevalier. 

mention     334 

Montrose,  Mr. — In  the  regiment  of  Erlack.  asks  for  the  hand 

of  Ha'dimand's  niece;  mention 452 

Monture,  John — Desire  of  his  friends  that  he  should  come  to 

Fort  Pitt 379,  380 

letter  to,  from  John  Dodge,  dated  Fort  Pitt,  Jan.  4,  1779.  380 
Mooi'e,  Samuel — A  young  hunter  in  Capt.  Jas.  Harrod's  com- 
mand, sent  by  Geo.  Rogers  Clark  as  a  spy 189 

Moravians — Aid   asked   for;    mention   in   letter  of  Gibson   to 

Brodhead    385 

Moravian  Missionaries — At  Cooshocking,  in  danger  from  In- 
dians        386 

Morgan,  Col. — Desirous  of  seeing  John  Montour 379 

Morgan,  Col.  Geo.   (of  Princeton,  N.  J.) — Appeared  to  for  aid 

for  the  ministers  and  people  of  Cooshockin.'^ 385 

appointed  by  the  continental  congress  as  agent  to  the 

western  Indians   ' 180 

Butler  testifies  that  Morgan  had  gone  to  Phila.  to  raise 

money  to  pay  for  provisions  for  troops 305 

called  during  the  war  for  independence  "St.  Tammany," 

tjie  "Patron   Saint  of  America" 180 

Delaware  Indians  give  him  the  name  of  Tamanend...   180 
letter  to,  from  Col.  John  Gibson,  relating  to  the  danger- 
ous siUuation  of  Moravians  and  Christian  Indians 

at  Cooshocking   386 

mention     380 

Morin.    Sieur    John — Joined    by   Henry    Butler   on    the    Belle 

Riviere     304 

(James.  Jamis,  Janis?)  signs  Henry  Butler's  testimony 

as  witness    306 

Moses,  John — Ills,  historian,  born  Canada,  182.5,  died  Chicago. 
1898;    author  of   "Illinois  Historical   and   Statistical;" 

mention  foot  note   458 

Mud  River — Shawnees  village  on,  burned 289 

Munbrun,  Lieut. — American  officer  at  Vincennes.  mention  in 

note    337 

Murray,  Daniel — Of  London.  Eng.,  trader  in  the   Illinois  be- 
fore Revo  ution;  served  under  Clark. 
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agent  for  Kennedy  and  Bentley,  merchants  in  KasUas- 

kia;  petition  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton 295-21(8 

app'ies  to  Rocheblave  tor  legal  action  and  is  refused..   297 
of  Kaskaskia,  letter  to  from  Thos.  Bentley 299-303 

Murray,  Daniel,  kinsman  of  John  Murray,  mentioned  in  grant 

of  land  by  the  Pyankeshaws;   note 222 

Murray,  John  (Augustus) — Fourth  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Gov.  of 
Va.,  grants  of  land  conveyed  to,  by  the  Pyankeshaws  of 
Vincennes;    mention   in  note 222 

Murray,  John,   (in  the  Illinois  country)   son  of  Earl  of  Dun- 

moi  e 222 

Murray.  Muckle^ — Letter  of;  Bentley  asks  Murray  to  include  it 

in  his  report 302 

Murray,  William — Kinsman  of  Earl  of  Dunmore;   mention  in 

note    222 

Muskingum    River — Koguethagechton     (Capt.    White    Eyes) 

lived  in  the  valley  of  the  river;  mention 177 

Myers  (Myres,  Mires,  Moires,  Morris)  William — Different 
ways  of  spelling  the  name  of  Geo.  Rogers  Clark's  mes- 
senger   (express),   used   by  various  historical   writers. 

Copy  of  a  warrant  taken  with  the  letters  of 414 

express  messenger  of  Gen.  Clark;  mention 402 

express  messenger  of  Geo.  Rogers  Clark,  killed  on  his 

way;   mention   272,  275,  402 

express   messenger  wim    dispatches   from   the   Va.   au- 
thorities, arrives  at  Vincennes  with  galley 272 

letter  of  Clark  to  Gov.  Patrick  Henry  sent  by 411 

note  on  dispatches  taken  from 402 

to  bring  horse  to  Squire  Boon  at  the  Flails  of  the  Ohio.   423 

Myette — American  commandant  at  Vincennes;  mention 337 

Nancy,  Miss — ^Perhaps  Nancy  Gibson,  sister  of  John  Gib- 
son  (?)    385 

Nanaloibi — Poutawatamies  Chief,  Clark's  speech  to  tribe  of. 

430,    431 

Neal.  Capt. —  (American  officer),  account  with  the  regiment; 

mention b84 

Neegik — An  Ottawa  war  chief,  relates  to  Hamilton  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  rebels  at  Vincennes.  .  . 356-358 

New  Mexico — IMention    410 

New  Orleans — Mention    391 

called  "town"  by  inhabitants  of  Vincennes 310 

copv  of  letter  to   governor  of,   sent  to   Haldimand   by 

Hamilton    390 

government  of 377 

letter  of  Willing  to  Haldimand;   Willing  asks  permis- 
sion to  settle  and  trade  near  New'  Orleans 293,  294 

mention 284,  293,  294,  310,  331.  377,  378,  390,  391,  429 

Newspapers — Of  the  day  quoted  as  to  the  modern  "Tamma- 
ny;" mention  in  foot  note 181 

New  York— Mention 180.  181,  290.  291.  323,  419,  451,  463 

Niagara — Bolton  sends  all  the  troops  he  can  spare  from,  to 

Detroit     370 

English  troops  from,  go  to  Detroit 353 

—38 
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express  to,  takes  news  of  the  taking  of  Kaskaskia.  .  .  .   330 
'  Indian  express  sent  from  Detroit  by  Hamilton  to,  with 

letters     351 

letter  whitten  from  by  Col.  Mason  Botton  to  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand,  Nov.  13.  1778,  relating  to  Indian  affairs  and 

Hamilton's  expedition  to  Vincennes    369-371 

mention  

276,  340,  344,  346,  351,  353,  369-370,  371,  392,  420-422,  445, 
447. 
old  man  interpreter  of;   mention 351 

North  America — King  of  France  addresses  a  dec'aration  to 

all  the  Ancient  French  in    (translation 373-376 

North,  Frederick  (by  courtesy.  Lord  North) — Second  Earl  of 
Gui'.ford,  born  1732,  died  1792;  prime  minister  of  Eng- 
land during  Revolution;   mention 311,  451 

Northwestern  Indians — Final  defeat  of,  at  the  battle  of  "The 

Fallen  Timbers;"  mention  in  note 176 

Nova  Scotia;    mention 31.> 

Oath — Form  of.  prescribed  by  act  of  British  parliament.  .181,  182 

Oath  of  Al.egiance — Tendered  to  the  A'olunteers  from  the  dif- 
ferent companies,  and  to  the  officers  at  Detroit 342 

to  congress ;   mention 330 

Ochi  Town — Letter  of  Zeisberger  to  Gibson  from  Ochi  Town, 

.Jan.  19th,  17^9 381 

Ohio,  Country  of — Advices  received  by  Lord  Sackville  that  the 

Indians  were  scouring  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  Country.  .   174 

Ohio —  ( Northern  )  ;  mention 173 

Ohio  River — Building  of  a  fort  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and 

the  Mississippi  Rivers   339,  340 

Clark  plans  to  leave  the  Ohio  at  Fort  Massac 197 

establishing  a  post  at;    mention  in  Governor  Henry's 

secret  instructions  to  Clark   192 

Indian  tribes  encouraged  to  keep  watch  towards 339 

lands  bordering  on;    mention  in  Col.  Todd's  proclama- 
tion        286,  287 

mention  

.172,  175,  181,  197,  217,  224,  232,  233,  281,  287,  339,  365,  378, 
389,  403, -407.  453,  454. 

Ohio  (Lower)  River — Near  Shawneetown;   Croghan  captured 

by    Indians   on    217 

mention    182,  224 

people  along  the  banks  of,  jealous  of  strangers 337 

Ohio,  State  of — Mention  171 

Ohio  Valley  Historical  Series — Published  by  Robert  Clarke  & 
Co.,  quoted  as  to  letter  of  Gov.  Patrick  Henry  to  Col. 
Clark;  mention,  loot  note  193 

Olney,  111. —  (Present  county  seat  of  Richland  county);  men- 
tion in  explanatory  note   240 

Ome — A  corruption  of  Aux  Miamis,  an  Indian  village  on  site 
of  present  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Omi  River   (Maume) — Indians  on;    mention 278 

Ontario  Lake — Provisions    and  rum  with  dispatch  sent  from 

Quebec  to  Mackinac,  by  v/ay  of 441 
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Oresconsign  River — Mention  ol'  in  Do  Pcyster's  letter  to  Ka'.di- 

mand     3G5 

Orleans — Mention 282.    2.';4.  28 1 

Ottawas  (  Indian  Tribe) — Accompany  Hamilton 220,  3(;i,  393 

belts  sent  to  Illinois  Indians  by 36(j 

chief  of,  met  by  Longdale  (Langlade)   and  Gautier  on 

their  way  to  Stl  .losephs 38'J 

chief  of;   speech  at  conference.  Ft.  Sackville 394,  395 

mention. 232.  233,  341.  3ti2.  366,  367.  418,  424,  425.  432.  436,  456 
probably  present  at  Indian  council  on  Cherakee  river; 

mention    232,  233 

winter  near  Grand   River    367 

Ouabace    (Ouabache.   Ouabash.   Ouebash.    Wabash)    Indians — 

Celeron  departs  to,  from  Detroit  with  belts.  &c 322 

expected  to  act  on.y  from  motives  of  fear 393 

Hamilton  proposes  to  take  presents  to 339,  353 

indecision  of,  due  to  advice  of  interested  persons 359 

mention.  .231.  319,  326.  332.  333.  341,  343,  346,  351.  353.  354. 

356,  359,  389,  393,  395.  396.  428. 

southern  Indian  desire  to  make  peace  with  ; mention..  389 

speeches  to  and  belts  offered  by  the  Americans 351 

unreliability   of    231 

Ouabache    (Ouabash.    Oubache,    Wabash)     River — Americans 

throv.'  English  flag  into 356 

Fort  Ouiatenon,  first  French  post  on;   mention 217 

Ouabash  River  (Wabash),  mention 346.  351,  354,  356,  361,  407 

Ouiat  ( The )  Ouiattonon — Mention  354 

Ouiga  (Wea) — Indian  town  the  largest  on  the  Wabash;  num- 
ber of  warriors  at , 313 

Ouiattanon  )Ouiattonous,  Ouiga,  Ouittanon.  Ouittonon.  Ouyas- 
tonons)  Fort — Near  present  site  of  Lafayette.  Ind. 
Celoron  at.  where  he  received  visits  from  persons  in 

American   interests    351 

description  of,  by  George  Croghan 217 

first  French  fort  on  the  Wabash 217 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand  dated  from 220 

Hamilton  writes  official  letter  from 216 

He'm  makes  valuable  treaty  with  Indians  at 223 

historic  Wea — Miami  Indian  town 218 

Indian  village  near;  mention   217 

Indians  at  undecided  and  timorous 343 

Indians  surprised  at  bv  Helm 223.  351,  394 

mention 2()7.  221.  225.  227.  232.  280.  336,  337,  343 

Oneough  (Oniga,  Onyas,  Ouiatenons.  Ouiattanous,  Ouiatto, 
Ouiattonos.  Ouiattonous.  Ouiattons,  Ouitatonans.  Ouit- 
tanon, Wabash )   Indian  tribe 327 

attitude  of  inhabitants  of  Vincennes  toward 329 

belt  given  to  by  Hamilton  at  council   held  at  Detroit 

1778 ;    mention    324 

Cha-ha  presents  the  axe  and  sings  the  war  song  to.  . .  .  327 

Clark  makes  treaty  of  peace  with 214 

council  at  Detroit.  June  29th.  1778 319-328 

list    of    war    chiefs 319 
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mention  327 

chiefs  of  at  conference   Ft.   Sackville 394 

vif.age  chiefs  of  have  nothing  to  say  in  war 328 

chiefs  of  pleased  to  go  against  the  Virginians 326 

Oruntundis — Name  given  to  Sanduslvy  by  the  Hurons 427 

Outawa    (Ottawa) — Council   Sept.    23,    1778,   Outawa   Indians 

present    341 

war  chief  sings  war  song  at  council  held  by   Indians 

at  Detroit,  June,  1778.     See  Ottawas 322 

Oxen— Mention     341 

Paris  Documents — Foot  note  459 

Parish  Records  of  Kaskaskia — Foot  note  463 

Passports — Merchants    required    to    have 439-440 

Paterson,  Mr.  C. — Express  sent  to  Haldimand  and  DePevster 

by    439 

Patrols — Mention    201 

Pawnee  Nation — Clark  writes  Governor  Henry  that  he  will 

secure  horses  from   410 

Pays  Plat,  mention 398 

Pearlat  River — James  Willing  desires    permission    to    settle 

there  and  trade   293 

Peaukaskaas  Indians — Chiefs  of  at  conference  Fort  Sackville 

394,  400 

(Peakashaws)  — 

great  chief  of,  delivers  to  Hamilton  a  string  with  a 

scalp,    etc 396 

Hamilton  in   full  council  of.  destroys  their  grant    (or 

deed  of  sale)   to  lands 222 

mention    343,  400 

Peemembikaetack — Poutawattamie  war  chief  given  a  war  axe 

by  Hamilton  at  council  of  Indians  at  Detroit  June,  1778  322 

Pekkeland — An  Indian,  sent  with  dispatches 386 

Pennsylvania — Advices   received  by  Lord   Sackville  that  the 

rebels  of  Va.  and  Pa.  had  deserted  their  posts;  mention  174 
description  of  the  forts  constructed  in  the  western  parts 

of    182-183 

mention  171,  174,  177,  182,  217,  304 

province  of;   mentioned  by  Butler 304 

Pennsylvanians — Virginians  and  Pennsylvanians  divided  into 

parties  respecting  territory  of  Kentucky 194 

Pensacola — Barracks   to   be   built  there   for   English   troops; 

plans  and  description  of  same 290-292 

General    Haldimand   at    294 

Hami'.ton    atttempts   to    arrange   for    himself  and    offi- 
cers at  surrender  of  Vincennes,  to  go  on  parole  to 

Pensacola;    CarK  refuses 267 

People   of  America — Long  for   peace;    desire    to    submit    to 

the  king;  letter  of  Rocheblave  to  Bosseron 309 

Peoria — A  trading  post  frequented  by  men  of  bad  character.   311 
Peoria  Chief — Gives   Hamilton   his   hand;    presented   with   a 

medal     400 

son  of  Old  man,  interpreter  at  Niagara,  visit^  Celoron 

in  interest  of  the  Americans •. 351 
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Peoria  Indians — C  ark  makes  treaty  with 214 

mention 351.   38!»,   400,   425 

Permanent    Pond    (The) — Writings    of    Bowman    and    Clark 

differ  as  to  p  ace  of  deep  wading:  see  foot  note  H.  W.  R.  343 
Peroques — Number  of  employed  on  Hamilton's  expedition.  .  .  .  349 
Petit  Gres — Chief  of  the  Miamis,  joins  Captain  Chene.  .  .  .424,  42(i 
Petite  Riviere,  Camp  at — Description  of,  in  Hamilton's  letter 

to   Haldimand    361-362 

number  of  officers  and  men  at.  mentioned  in  Hamilton's 

letter  to  Haldimand 362 

Petition  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  from  Thos.  Bentley 295-29S 

Philadelphia — Associates     of     John     Murray     mentioned     in 
the   grant   of    land    by    the    Pyankeshaws;    mention    in 

note    222 

great   council    at    211 

Henry  Butler  has  heard  that  Philade  phia  was  taken 

by    Eng'ish    304 

lodges  (Tammany)   formed  at 180 

mention   293.  30o.  3o9.  323 

people  of;  mention  in  testimony  of  Butler 301 

Piankeshaw  Indian — Tobacco's  son    

See  Tobacco's  Son. 
Pi-an-ke-shaws  (Piankichias) — Indian  tribe. 

answer  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  Delaware  Indians.   282 
Celeron  obtains  information  from,  relating  to  the  Vir- 
ginians        336 

Clark  makes  treaty  of  peace  with   214 

Hamilton  asks  approval   of  Haldimand   of  his  cancel- 
lation of  grants  of  lands  given  by  Indians 343 

(upper)  of  the  Vermilion,  go  to  Vincennes  and  pro- 
fess friendship  for  the  Americans 278 

land   grant;    magistrates   of   the    court    at    Vincennes 

dispose  of  lands,  novel  way  of  acquiring  same 289,  290 

tribe  of  the  Tobacco's  son  familiar  with  the  Americans 

at  Vincennes   277 

Pi-e-mash-kee-canny — (Quiquabones   chief) — Medal    given    to. 

mention    319-328 

Pilots — In  Clark's  army:  mention  in  Bowman's  Journal 250 

Pipe — Presented  by  Ma-hi-mam-ba  in  council  at  Detroit  with 

the  Indians,  June,  1778 319.  320,  32.> 

Qui-qua-po-quois,     village     chief     of     the    Ouiattonous 

(Weas) ;    speech  on  receiving 319 

war  chiefs  of  the  nation  smoke  out  of  the  pipe;  men- 
tion   in    speech    of    Sa-pa-tia.    at    Detroit.    June, 

1778    320 

sacred:    mention    208-209 

Pipe,  Captain  (Wolf) — Delaware  chief;  sends  word  to  Hurons 
and  Santuske  Indians  that  they  are  in  danger  from  the 

encroachments  of  the  Virginians    369 

Piroques — Building  of;  mention   240 

Clark  orders  one  to  be  built:  is  finished  and  sent  to  ex- 
pore  the  drowned  lands  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the    Little    Wabash 247 
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commissary  sent  out  wii'.i  ten  piroques  from  Vincennes 

to  the  Mianiis  for  provisions 400 

sent  to  Wold  rapid 339 

Pitt,  Fort — Mention  in  Hamilton's  ".etter  to  Haldimand 345 

letter    of   John    Dodge    to    John    Monture   dated    from 

Jan.    4th,    1779 380 

treaty  of  peace  concluded  at,  between  commissioners  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  and  the  chief  men  and 

deputies  of  the  Delaware  nation   286 

Pittsburgh — Gen.   Mcintosh    directed   by   Congress   to   col  ect 
at  Pittsburgh,  a  force  for  the  defense  of  the  western 

frontier     286 

Clark  applies  to  General  Hand  at,  for  powder 193 

Clark  receives  order  on  Pittsburgh  for  boats  and  am- 
munition        190 

Clark  receives  his  stores  at 194 

Col.  George  Rlorgan  appointed  as  agent  to  the  western 
Indians  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and  sent  to 

Pittsburg     180 

speech  of  Koguethagechton    (Captain  White  Eyes)   de- 
livered to  an  assemblage  of  Indians  at 178 

mention  188.  189,  194,  217,  274,  286,  379 

Pittsburg  Country — Opposition  to  Clark's  campaign  manifest- 
ed by  residents  of;  mention 193 

Pittman,    Capt.    Philip — English    civil    engineer;    mention    of 

historical  writings  of 459,  469 

Pittman's  "European  Settlements  in  Mississippi  vaUey;"  ref- 
erence to ;  foot  notes 460 

Placard — "To  the  inhabitants  of  Pest  Vincennes,"  written  by 

George  Rogers  Clark    255 

Pointe  des   Chesnes — A  detachment  of  the  King's   regiment 

joins  Hamilton  at 354 

Point   Coupe    (The   "Gut   Off") — Twelve   leagues   above   Post 
Vincennes;  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  land  grant  of 

the  Pyankeshaws;  mention  in  note  222 

Political  Lies — Greater  part  of  the  speeches  between  Clark 

and  the  Indians,  so  called 280 

Pottawattamie    Chiefs    of    the  .  Upper    Wabash — Go    to    Vin- 

'cennes  and  profess  friendship  for  the  Americans 278 

Poo'.e,    Professor    W.    F. — Amer.    historian,    born    1821.    died 

1894;  historical  writings  of;  mention  foo'c  note 458 

"Poitesfield,"  Lt.  Col.  T.  T.  M. — Certifies  to  Dejean's  permis- 
sion to  go  to  Col.  Clark's  headquarters 308 

Pomoacan — Means  sweet  house,  name  of  the  Half  King 369 

Posts— Military;    mention 192,   198.  224,  331,  441,  442,  447 

Portage,  at  the  Miamis — Hamilton  designs  forming  a  depot 

of  supplies  at 340 

Pouttawattamies     (Poutawamies,     Pottowattamies,    Poteonat- 
tamies,  Potawatamies,  Poutcouattamies,  Pottowattamis) 

— Indians.     Chevalier  executes  orders  to  c!othe 444 

chief  of  takes  letter  and  message  for  St.  Joseph  from 

De    Peyster    342 

Clark's  speech  to  tribe,  copy  of.  in  one  of  the  captured 

letters   430-431 
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in    council    Sept.    23r(l.    177S,    mention    in    Hamilton's 

letter   to    Haldimand    :;41 

Lcuis    Chevalier's    influence    with 334 

of  Detroit,  chiefs  of,  sent  by  Hamilton  to  Kaskaskia; 

mention  in  letter  of  Hamilton  to  Haldimand 232 

of  Detroit,  party  of  prevented  by  low  water  from  going 

to  Kaskaskias;   bring  in  prisoner;   mention 234 

Poutcouattamies  of  St.  Joseph,  a  young  chief  of,  son  of  La- 

gesse,  makes  speech  in  council 3.^0-337 

of  St.  Joseph ;    mention 361 

mention  in  letter  of  John  Dodge  to  John  iMonture....   380 
mention  of,  in  Hamilton's  speech  to  the  Indians  at  De- 
troit,   July.    1778 322,    324 

must  be  ordered  to  move  down  the  Illinois  River,  men- 
tion in  De  Peyster's  letter  to  Haldimand 3G.^> 

Powder  Magazine  at  Yincennes — Built,  mention   in  letter  of 

Manii  ton  to  Haldimand 233 

location  known  to  Americans 261 

Prairie  de  ( du )   Chien 365 

Presents — ab-olutely   necessary   in  dealing  with    Indians.  .  .  . 

278,   313,  317 

giving  of  to  Poutcouatamies  of  Detroit,  x;hiefs  of  sent 
by   Hami  ton   to   Kaskaskia:    mention   in    letter  of 

Hami  ton  to  Haldimand  232 

"Present  State  of  European  Settlements  on  the  Mississippi" — 

Historical  work  by  Captain  Philip  Pittman,  foot  note..   459 
Presque  Isle  (  Erie,  Pa.) — Army  from  Detroit  goes  uj  Niagara 

by  way  of  371 

Priests — At  Vincennes  gratefully  received  by  French  inhabi- 
tants       310 

Prisoners— Mention 230,  232.  255,  260,  270,  273,  416 

Proclamation,  French    373-376 

Proclamation — Issued  by  the  Commandant  Edward  Abbott,  to 

the  inhabitants  of  Post  Vincennes 181-182 

of  Colonel  John  Todd  to  inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  Coun- 
ty     287-288 

Province  of  Illinois — Mention 310,  315 

Provisions — Scarcity  of — extract  from  Bowman's  Journal ....   250 
high    at   Kaskaskia.   and   to   be    gotten    only   by   Clark 

giving  bond  for  goods,  or  bv  force,  mention 284 

mention  333,  447-448 

Patrick    Henry    (Fort    of) — Name    given,    after    capture    by 

Americans,  to  Vincennes 410,  411.  412,  414-417 

Pyankeshaw  Chiefs- — Land  grant  of,  note 222 

Pyankeshaw    Land    Grant — Ignoretl    by    the    United    States; 

mention    in    note 222 

ignored  by  the  British  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres; 

mention  in  note  222 

parties  mentioned  in;   see  note  on 222 

Quebec — Associates  of  John  Murray  in,  mention  in  the  grant 

of  land  by  the  Pvankeshaws 222 

express  to  carry  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Kaskaskia; 

mention  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand 330 


5i)4  INDEX 

Haldiniand  to  Gen.  Bude   (?),  personal  letter  dated  at, 

17th  June.  1779 450-452 

Haldimand  to  De  Peyster,  letter  dated  at,  May  20,  1779. 

439-440 

Haldimand's  letter  to  Lord  Geo.  Germaine,  dated  from 

445-449 

John  Dodge  makes  his  escape  from 380 

mention 314,  331,  445 

Qiiindre,  Lieut.  Louis  de  ( ?) — Returned  from  attack  on  the 

fort  at  Ky.  mention 357 

Quiquabones — 
Quiquaboes — ( Kickapoos. 

belt,  given  to,  by  Hamilton  at  counc-il  held  at  Detroit.  .   324 

chiefs  of,  at  conference  Ft.  Sackville 394 

example  of,  followed  by  other  Indian  tribes 233 

(tribe)  Kickapoos  in  council  Detroit.  1778 319-32S 

( Kickapoos)    join    Hamilton 220 

Mahimamba  presents  pipe  for  the  Quiquabones  at  coun- 
cil held  at  Detroit  June,  1778 320 

(Indian  tribe);    thanks  given  the  tribe  by  Hamilton, 

at  the  conference  at  Detroit,  1778;  mention 322 

united   and'  sincere;    mention    in   speech   of   Quiquapo- 

quois   at    Detroit    1778 327 

(Kickapoos)   village  chiefs  in  council  held  at  Detroit, 

1778,    list    of ; 319 

(Kickapoos  Indians)  war  party  of,  go  toward  Kaska> 

kia  in  interest  of  British 233 

Quiquapoquois    (Ouiattonon    chief) — Hamilton    presents    cer- 
tificate to  328 

mention    319,  320 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Hamilton  at  council  of  Indians 

he'd  at  Detroit,  1778 326.  327 

Racine.  Jean  Baptiste,  alias  St.  Marie — French  commandant 

at    Vincennes 463 

Governor  Abbott  draws  on  treasurer,  for  pay  of 314 

Raimbault — Two  men  by  name  of,  traders  go  with  goods  from 

the  Miamis  to  Vincennes 352 

Ramsey,    James — Appointed   to   office  by   John   Wilkin,   com- 
mandant of  the  Illinois  at  Fort  Chartres 316 

describes  himself  as   Sub-Lieut,   in  His  Majesty's  42d 
Regiment  and  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Province  of 

Ills 315 

Randolph,  Fer'k  H. — Clerk  of  council,  signs  Dejean's  permit 

to  visit  the  Illinois 308 

Rastel,  Philippe  Francois,  Chevalier  de  Rocheblave. 

(see  Rocheblave)   mention    46:5 

Rebel  Flag — Mention  by  Hamilton  in  letter  to  Haldimand...   228 

Rebel  Letters— Clark's  speech  to  the  Poutawatamies 430,  431 

copies  of  mention 429 

Rebel    Officers — Mention 331 

Rebe".  Speaker — At  Indian  council,  Vincennes,  mention 357 

Rebels    (Americans) — Enterprising   and   brave,    but   lack    re- 
sources        340 

mention   197,  221,  320,  323,  325,  352,  357 


name  used  by  English  In  speaking  of  American  tolon- 

ists  in   revolt 227,  22S 

"Recollections  of  persons  and  places  in  the  West."  by  IJrackon- 

ridge;    mention    4tiO 

Records — Old  land  office  at  Vincennes .31  •] 

Recruiting    Service — 194 

Red  People  (Indians) — mention 21ii.  211,  21J 

Redstone.  Old  Fort — At  mouth  of  Dunlap  Creek,  a  tributary 

of  the  Monongahela,  present  site  of  Brownsville.  Pa.  . .  . 

Clark  appoints  it  a  meeting  place  for  companies 1!)! 

Clark  leaves  thati  settlement  late  in  May.  mention....   231 
Regular  Troops — Bad  conduct  of  some;   mention 2:11 

§eS'    !■    ^^«-^>   Indians-Mention   437 

Religion — Mention   201,  202.  37f. 

Renclo — A  Canadian  purchases  horses  for  Clark 436,  437 

Riviere  a  I'Anguille  (  Kel  River) — Miamis,  at  expected  to  join 

Hamilton     362 

Miamis  of,  mention    220 

Revolutionary    War — Koguethagechton    (Capt.    White    Eyes) 
explains  the  causes  of  the  war  to  the  Delaware  Indians 

177.    178 

mention 1 73,  1  74,  1 79,  180.  289 

River   Pearlat — Mention    293 

River  St.  Joseph — Indians  on 207 

Rocheblave.  Philippe,  Francois  de  Kastel,  Chevalier  de — Born 
Savournon.   France.     Died   in    Canada    subsequent    to 
i786.     Last  British  commandant  in  the  Illinois  coun- 
try, 
abandons  property  at  Kaskaskia  and  goes  to  Spanish 

possessions    297 

Abbott  encloses  note  from,  in  '.etter  to  Carleton,  relat- 
ing to  conduct  of  Spaniards 31-0 

Bentley  believes  Rocheblave  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 

allegiance  to   England 297 

Bentley  hopes  that  Murray  has  explained  to  Abbott  the 

nature  of  complaint?  against  Rocheblave 299-30o 

Bentley  states  that  Rocheblave  has  sworn  allegiance 
to  the  kingdoms  of  France,  Spain  and  Great  Brit- 
ain,   perfidy    of 299 

Butler  (Henry),  at  Fort  Gage,  examined  by 304-306 

capture    of 330.  332 

Carleton's  letter  to,  mention  in  foot  note 4oJ 

commandant  at  Kaskaskia.  captured  by  Clark 458 

Rocheblave — 

extract  from  a  letter  to  Bosseron   (translation) 309 

Illinois  government  of,   vested   in 295,   298 

injustice  of,  to  Bentley  and  other  English  subjects  at 

Kaskaskia    300-303 

marries  Marie  Dufresne.  a  native  of  Kaskaskia 463 

mention.. 203,  232,  295,  296.  297,  302,  303,  306,  309,  311,  315, 

330,  331,  332,  458,  462,  463. 
outrages,  and  contempt  of  law,  instances  of 296-298 
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succeeds  Capt.  Lord  in  command  at  Kaskaskia 463 

Williamsburgh,  Va.,  Rocheblave  held  prisoner  at.  by  the 

Americans    232 

Roche   de   Bout — Rocher   de    Bout    (Rock   on   end;    standing 
rock)^ — Camp  at.  Hamilton  writes  letter  there  to  Haldi- 
mand  reporting  progress  of  expedition  to  Vincennes.354.  355 
Rocher-de-Bout.     Neegik  (Ottawa  war  chief) — There  informs 

Hamilton  of  proceedings  of  the  Rebels  at  Vincennes.356-35vS 

Roetie    River — Mention o36 

Rogers,  Lieut.   John — Cousin   of  George  Rogers  Clark,   born 

Virgina,  1757,  died  Richmond,  Va.,  1794. 

commands  "The  Willing,"  a  large  Mississippi  keel  boat  239 
conducts  to  Williamsburgh,  British  officers  taken  pris- 
oner at  Vincennes,  etc 274,  275 

mention 239,   248 

Rum,    mention 290,    321,    327,    359,    368 

Runners,  mention    200 

Sacred  Pipe— Mention    208,  209,  213 

Sackville,  Fort — Abbot  gives  name  of  Fort  Sackville  to  Vin- 
cennes in  honor  of  Lord  George  Sackville 311 

chiefs  of  the  Indian  nations  assembled  at:  conference.    394 

mention 244,  270,  311,  350,  394 

Vincennes  so  called  in  articles  of  capitulation 270 

Sackville,  Lord  George— Later  known  as  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine;  became,  1782,  first  Viscount  Sackville,  son  of 
the  first  Duke  of  Dorset;  born  1716,  died  1785;  secre- 
tary of  state  (of  England)  for  the  colonies,  1775.  in 
Lord    North's    cabinet;    Carleton's    letter    to,    see    foot 

note     463 

Hadimand  to  Sackville,  letter  of   173 

letter  of,  to  Carleton 174 

letter  to  Haldimand;   mention  in  foot-note   174 

Saginaw — De  Peyoter  sends  to.  to  get  corn  for  the  Indians.  . .    438 
St.  Ange  de  Bellerive,   Jean — Commanded   at   Fort  Chartres 
1721;   again  1733.  His  son  Louis,  commandant  at  Kas- 
kaskia   1727,    surrendered    Fort    Chartres    to    English, 
Oct.,  1765,  died  St.  Louis,  1774  (Louis). 
St.  Croix — Lieut,  in  McCarty's  Cahokia  volunteers;   anecdote 

of  262,  263 

son  of  Lieut.  St.  Croix  captured  when  disguised  as  an 

Indian ;    anecdote  of    262,   263 

St.  Geme  Beauvias,  Vitol— Sketch  of 460 

St.  Geme,  Beauvias,  Jean  Baptiste — Family  of;  mention 460 

St  Genevieve,  j    ^^^    ^^^^^,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^   Beauvias  of  Kaskaskia  460 

St.  George's  Ensign — To  be  hoisted  at  Vinconr.es  bj'  Hay-  as  a 

signal  to  Hamilton  228,  229,  230 

hoisted   on   Sundays   and   holidays;    significance   of  to 

Indians    221,    222 

St.   Germain,   Jean — Signs  French   proclamation   at  the  Cas- 

caskias    457 

St.  Joseph  (Fort) ^Attack  on  planned 455 

Chevalier  given  some  authority  at 335 
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Chevalier  to  Lernoiilt,  letter  dated   from 443,  444 

Chevalier  ol",  mention    IJCO 

De  Peyster  orders  Gautier  to  proceed  to :Uu 

De  Peyster  sends  interpreter  to 3ti8 

Gautier    (Gotier)    to   attempt   to   assemble   the    Indians 

there   to   aid   Hamilton    3(;9 

Indians  of  under  control  o34 

mention  

331.  334,  335,  336,  342,  345,*3(;o,  3(;2.  3tJ4,  36G,  3(i8. 

398,  418,  443,  444,  4.5.'. 

Poutawattamis  of  join  Hamilton    220 

The  "Welcome,"  sent  to;   mention 3(;(; 

St.  Joseph's  River — Indians  of,  grow  indifferent  to  the  British   .  .3 

Miamis  village,  Ke-ki-ong-gay,  on  both  sides  of 221 

traders  factor  among  the  savages  of  the  river 172 

St.  Lawrence  (Fort) — Attack  on  planned;  mention  in  Zeisber- 

ger's  letter  to  Gibson    381 

St.  Marie — Jean  Baptiste  Racine,  commandant  at  Vincennes; 

mention    314,  4(53 

St.    Marie    (See   Racine) — Mention 314 

St.  Pierre  River — Indians  to  assemb  e  at;   mention 365 

St.  Tammany  (The  Patron  Saint  of  America) — Name  given 
Col.  George  Morgan  during  the  war  for  independence. 

by  his  admirers 180 

St.  Vincennes — See  Vincennes. 

Ste.  Genevieve,  i\lo. — Later  home  of  M.  Beauvias  of  Kas-kaskia  460 

Sakis    County — Renclo,    a    Canadian,    purchases     horses     for 

Clark    in    436 

Sakis    Indians — Mention    437 

Saline  River — Clark  crosses  the  north  fork  of 240 

Sample,  Mr. — Instructed  to  open  Gil)son's  letter  to  Brodhead  385 
Sample — Killbuck  sends  six  men  to  conduct  Sample  to  Ochi- 

Town;  mention  in  letter,  Zeisberger  to  Gibson 381 

stores  asked  for  by,  not  forwarded  by  tlhe  quartermaster  383 
Sample.    Mrs. — Information    concerning    her    husband    with- 
held  from;    mention 384 

Sandusky, 

Sandooski  (Sanduske,  Sandusky,  Santuske,  St.  Duskie)  — 
Meaning  of  Sandusky,  probably  from  Sah-un-das-kee;  in 
Wyandot  Indian  language,  "clear  cold  water.  " 

chiefs  come  to  Detroit  with  John  Montaine 420 

Delawares  brought  there  by  Hurons 369 

Huron  Indians  from ;    mention    o52 

mention   352.  369.  371.  381.  420.  421,  427.  435 

warriors  mustered  at 381 

"Sandy  Barrens"  of  Knox  County,  Ind 241 

Sa-pa-tia     (Ta-pa-tia) — Village     chief     of     the     Ouiattonons 

(Ceas)  ;  medal  given  to;  see  foot  note 325 

presents  a  belt  and  speaks  at  the  council  held  at  De- 
troit        020 

speech   in    i-eplv   to   Hamilton   at   council    held    at    De- 
troit     ■ 326.    328 

Sargent,  Winthrop — Letter  of,  to  George  Washington  quoted; 

see  foot  notes  by  Dillon 283 
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Sastaritsi    (Huron  Chief) — With  Capt.  Chene  and  Egnseway, 

attempt  to  enter  Vincennes  424-425 

Sault  Ste  Marie— Mention    172 

Saundcr?,   Jolm^Guide   in   Clark's  expedition,   becomes   con- 
tused;   accused  of  l)eing  a  traitor 198,  19!i 

Sauteux  ( Indians) — Mention   435 

Savages— Mention 220,   221,  297,  309,  331,  362 

Stneca   Country — Army    fro,m    Detroit  takes  route   through; 

mention     371 

Senecas    (  indian   Tribe) — Mention    324 

Sentry — In  Clark's  army;    mention    249-250 

Schieffelin,  Lieut.    (Jacob?) — A  British  officer  under  Hamil- 
ton ;  mention  228 

Schlosser,  Mr. — Informaiion  given  to  by  Chevalier  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Indians  at  St.  Joseph •....;....     335 

Schuyler  River — A  battle  between  the  King's  troops  and  reb- 
els at ;    mention    301 

Scott,  General  Chas.^ — Mention  in  foot  note 2l:i 

Scouts  (  British )  —Mention   232 

Scouts   ( Indian )^ — In  British  employ;   mention 234 

Shaganoba  (Indian) — Monture  to  send  for;  mention 38:) 

Shannon.   Capt.  W. — Taken   prisoner    258 

Shawaneese  (Shawanese,  Shawnees)   Indians— Chief  of,  de  iv- 
ers  Capt.  Helm's  letter  at  the  conference  held  at  Ft. 

Sackvile  395 

chief  of;  speech  at  conference  held  at  Ft.  Sackville.394,  395 

Hamilton  holds  council  vs^ith,  at  the  Miamis  town 359 

in   Ohio,   villages  of  the   Miamis,   burned,   note   by   H. 

W.  B 289 

mention     .« 

232.  233.  234,  324,  339,  343,  357.  359,  3(52.  389.  392-396 

probably  at  Indian  council  on  Cherakee  river....    232,  233 

southern    Indians   to    assist 389 

towns;   Col.  John  Bowman  repulsed  at 285 

Shawneetown,    III. — Present  town   of;    Croghan    captured   by 

Indians  on  river  near 217 

Shelby.  Capt.  Isaac  (afterwards  governor  of  Ky.) — Asked  to 

join  with  the  Indians  in  raids  on  Detroit  280 

received   well   by  the   Indian  tribes   in  the  Wea  town 

of  Ouitanon    280 

Shilby    (Shelby),   Capt.   James — Commands   troops  at  attack 

on   St.   .Josephs 455 

Shroud.  Lieut. — English  officer  under  Hamilton,  accident  to, 

sent  back  to  Detroit   354 

pre-nent  at  the  council  with  Indians 341 

with  servants  and  men,  accompanies  Hamilton 353 

Siggenake — Dissatisfied  Milwaukee  chief;   mention 432 

Silversmith  (a  young) — At  Detroit,  friend  of  John  Leith  men- 
tion       2G9 

Singing — Mention    251 

war  songs  by  Cha-ha,  Cuittonons  and  others 327 

war  songs  by  Chippewa,  Outawa  (Ottawa),  Poutawat- 

tamie  and  Qui-qua-bones   322 
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war  songs  sung:  by  Hamilton.  Capt.  Lernoult  and  sev- 
eral officers,  mention  34U 

war  songs  by  Peeniembikaetack,  Poutawattamio  chief.   r;22 

Smith,  Capt. — Mention   192 

Smith,  Major  William — Advanced  money  to  recruit  men  on 

Holston  and  to  meet  Clark  in  Kentucky  191 

Clark  discloses  his  daring  designs  to  company  o/ 19.'j 

of  ccmpanies  recruited  by.  on  the  Holston,  but  one  ar- 
rived  in    Kentucky 195 

Soldiers — Under  Clark,  bravery  and  good  conduct  o(....2'j(],  257 
Son  of  I.agesse — A  young  chief  af  the  Poucouattamies  of  St. 

Joseph,  makes  speech  at  council  of  Indians  held  with 

the  Americans  at  Vincennes .35fi,  357 

Southern  Indians— Designs  of  mention 389 

invited  by  British  Indian  agent  to  assemble  at  Chera- 

kee  River  and  go    to  Vincennes 233 

treaty  of  peace,   presented   to  Ouabache   Inuians  men- 
tion by    396,  397 

South  Toledo,  Ohio — Rattle  of  "The  Fallen  Timbers"  fought 

near,  mention  of  in  note  by  the  editor 176 

Somers.  Capt.  (English  officer) — Invents  plan  for  block  houses 

at   Pensacola    290-292 

Spain — Alleged  by  Bentley  that  Rocheblave  had  taken  oath  of 

aKegiance  to    299 

mention    1 92 

Spaniards — Belt  for 251 

mention    251,  299,  315,  327,  328,  331,  340 

Spanish— Mention 238,  284,  323.  326,  331,  378 

method   of   dealing   with    Indians   through    unwise    by 

Clark,  mention   20S 

government  preferred  by  Rocheblave    to    the    English 

government,  mention    297 

territory,  mention    190 

war,  mention   391 

Speeches— Mention   178,  209-214,  319-328 

Spies— Mention 189,  195,  197,  199,  200,  204,  463 

Stanwix,  Fort — Mention    236 

Steele,    Col. — Mention    387 

Stewart's   Crossing — Stragglers  of   regiment   at,    mention    in 

Gibson's   letter  to  'I'aylor    387 

Sterling.  Capt.  Thos. — Takes  command  at  Fori  Chartres  for 

the  British   461 

Stone  House  of  the  Jesuits — At  Kaskaskia  mention 462 

Stuart.  Mr.    (John?) — British  Indian  agent;   Hamilton  sends 

belts  to,  for  Indians  and  a  letter  describing  conditions. 

232,  344 

mention    242,  243,  250,  251,  395,  396 

Sugar  Camps — Clark's  army  reaches;  make  camps 251 

place  where  Clark  and  his  army  encamped  before  Vin- 
cennes.    See  map 242,  243 

Sullivan,  Dan — Awaits  return  of  Indian  messengers 386 

Sullivan's^ — Stragglers  from  the  regiment  at;  mention  in  Gib- 
son's letter  to  Taylor 387 
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Surgeon — With  Hamilton's  army  obliged  to  return  to  Detroit 

with  Lieut.  Shroud 354 

Surrender — Of  Post  Vincennes,  placard  to  inhabitants  signed 

by  Geo.  Rogers  Clark 255 

TaflRd — Liquor  used   by   Indians;    mention 29C 

"Tamanend" — Name    conferred    by    Delaware    Indians    upon 

Colonel  George  Morgan  to  show  their  great  respect...    180 

Tammany — Society  under  the  name  of;   foot  note 18i) 

spoilsmen  of  New  York  build  "a  machine  on  its  ruins, 
adopting  its  name  and  ceremonial  forms;"  mention 
note    180,    181 

Tapatia  (Sapatia) — Village  Chief  of  the  Ouiattonons, 
presents  a  green  belt  and  speaks  at  the  council  held  at 
Detroit,  June,  1778 320,  325,  326,  328 

Tay!or,  Maj.  Richard — Gibson  asks  Morgan  to  give  Taylor  the 

news  conveyed  in  letter 386,  387,  388 

Tennessee   River — Clark   daily   expecting   troops   by   way   of, 

mention  283 

Clark  plans  to  leave  the  Ohio  at  Fort  Massac,  three 

leagues  below  on  an  island  in  the  mouth  of  river.   197 
easy    conveyance   down 454 

Territory  (The)— Of  the  U.  S.  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
gained   for  the  colony  of  Va.   by   Geo.   Rogers   Clark; 

mention     171 

Thiakki  river,  Forks  of — Mention 340 

Thunder  Bay — Chief  Matchigrins  with  Indians  from;  mention  419 

Tippecanoe  River  (Thipicano) — Mention  in  note,  accompany- 
ing Hamilton's  letter  to  Ha'.dimand 220 

Tippicon    (Thipicano)  —  (Miamis    of    the    Tippicanoe    River) 

join  Hamilton,  mention  in  letter  to  Haldimand 220 

Tobacco — (The  old)  Indian  chief  makes  speech  to  the  Amer- 
icans at  Vincennes 356 

(the  old)  spurns  American  belts  at  conference 356 

Tobacco — Roll  of  Creek  tobacco  delivered  to  the  Peaukeshaw 

chief  by  a  Shawnanese  396 

Tobacco's  Son  (Francis) — A  Piankeshaw  called  by  Indians 
"The  Grand  Door  to  the  Wabash,"  his  great  influence 

with    the    Indians 206 

Clark  sends  him  a  present  by  Father  Gibault 206 

declares  to  the  British  that  he  is  a  friend  to  the  Big 

Knives   255 

friendship    for    Helm 206,  207 

his  conduct  and  attachment  to   Capt.   Helm,   amusing 

anecdote    of 277-278 

mention   255.  259,  282,  326 

mention  in  speech  of  Quiquapoqois  326 

refuses  to  enter  council 278 

resides  in  village  of  Chipkawkay  near  Vincennes 206 

speech  to  the  Delaware  Indians 282 

tells  the  Delaware  Indians  that  he  had  become  security 

for  their   good   conduct 283 

village  of,  near  Post  Vincennes  mention 278 

Todd,    Col.    John — Commander    of    the    Ills.    Country,    born 

Pa.     Kir.ed,  battle  Blue  Licks,  Ky.,  1782.     See  foot  note  287 
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visits  Post  Vincennps  and  Kaskankia  lor  purpose  of  or- 
ganizing a   temporary   government 287 

Todd,  John  Jr.  (  same  person  as  above)— mention Kin 

proclamation    of 287,  288 

Trade — Places  in  the  west,  Peoria,  Wea  and  Miani:  ■,  pkices  of 

evil   notoriety    311 

Traders — In  the  interest  of  Detroit  a  busy  factor  among 
savages  of  Rivers  Maumee,  Ohio,  St.  Josepli,  and 
the  country  of  the   Ills.;    mentien 172,    281,   437 

Trail — Between  ancient  villages  of  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes 

few  changes  of  the  old  route;   mention 240 

Treaties — Betwen  the  U.  S.  and  the  several  Indian  tribes,  from 

1778  to  1837;   quoted  in  foot  note IS! 

with   Indians   20,S 

see  Indian  treaties. 

Treaty — Of  alliance  between  V.  S.  and  France:  foot  note;  Dil- 
lon         197 

of  peace  with  Great  Britain;    mention 289 

Trees  marked   by  men   from   Clark's  army   to   indicate   route 

to    camp    247 

Troops — Clark's  at  Vincennes.  in  need  of  clothing,  given  sup- 
plies from  captured  British  boats 272,  273,  274 

of  the  English  troops  which  occupied  the  several  posts, 
only  a  single  regiment  between  Montreal  and 
Michilleinaskinac;  mention  Hamilton's  letter  to 
Haldimand    331 

Tuscarawas — Letter  to  commanding  officer  at;  mention 428 

fort  at;    mention    427 

Twiss,  Ensign  ( later  Lieut. ) 37'J 

mention    370,  422 

Twiss,  Lieutenant — Bolton  hopes  Twiss  will  be  ordered 

to  Niagara,  mention   422 

United  States — Clark  finds  himself  cut  off  from  intercourse 

with,  mention    23S 

flag  of ;    mention 374 

Illinois  one  of  the  leading  states  of 43G 

mention 171,  197.  222. '238,  374,  376,  459,  463 

Post  Vincennes,  inhabitants  of,  felt  independent  when 

supported   by  U.   S 20 1 

treaty  of  alliance  between,  and  France.     See  foot  note, 

Dillon    197 

treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  anu  the  V.  S..  . .   289 

Vaudreuil — Governor    general    of    Canada;     letter    to,    from 

Mackarty;    foot  note    459 

Vernet,  Henry  du — English  officer  (see  Du  Vernet)  second 
lieutenant  of  artillery;  Hami'ton's  military  engineer; 
signs  list  of  stores  taken  from  Detroit  upon  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  Illinois 384 

mention   227,  229,  244.  421 

Vincennes    (Foi't    at)    enlarged    and    completed    under 

plans  of;   mention  in  foot  note 244 

Vermilion  (Big)   River— :\Iention 222,  273,  278,  329 
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Vessel — (English)    Irom    Niagara   arrives    at     Detroit     with 

troops     353 

mention     366,    370 

none  at  Detroit;  mention  in  Hamiton's  letler  to  Haidi- 

maud    331 

Vessels — (Armed)  De  Peyster  wishes  for  vessels  to  awe  the 
Indians    on    Lake    Michigan    and    prevent    the    rebels 

building   boats    437 

Vessels   of   the    King — People    of    Phi  lade  phia   prevail    upon 

congress  to  remove  prohibition  upon 309 

Vigo,  Col.  Francis — Born  Sardinia  about  1747,  died  in  Vineennes 
1836. 
Spanish    merchant   who   had    been    at   Post   Vineennes 

gives  intelligence  to  C.ark   238 

Village  Chiefs  of  the  Ouiattonons — Have  nothing  to  say  in 
war;  reference  to,  in  speech  of  Sa-pa-tia  (Ta-pa-tia)  to 

Lieut.  Governor  Hamilton    328 

Vineennes  (Post  Vincenne.  Post  Vineennes,  Fort  Vineennes, 
Post  St.  Vincent) — A  type  of  Western  French  settle- 
ments        310 

Abbott  leaves  on  account  of  expense;    necessity  of  a 

commandant  ihere  310,  317-318 

account  of  the  capitulation  of 270-271,  405-407.  424-426 

arrival  of  "The  Willing"  at 407 

articles  of  capitulation 270-271.  400-407 

attack  on  agreed  upon;  preparations  begun  by  Clark..   239 
Bailey  (Lieut.  John)  ordered  to  march  and  fire  on.  .  .  .   244 

barracks  at  built;    powder  magazine  built 233 

Boat  with  five  Frenchmen  captured  by  the  sentry  of 
Clark's  army;  Frenchmen  report  that  Clark's  ap- 
proach is  as  yet  undiscovered  at  Vineennes 250 

Butler  examined  before  Rocheblave  at   306 

capture  of  by  British  under  Sir  Henry  Hamilton;  ac- 
count of  227-235 

capture  of.  by  George  Rogers  Clark 203,  246-274,  285 

capture  of  Hamilton  at;   mention    Hi 

Celoron  writes  that  .Jean  Baptiste  Chapoton.  Bosseron, 
Jr..  and  M.  Le  Gras  are  on  good  terms  with  rebel 
officers  at;   mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldi- 

mand     343 

citizens  of  requested  to   remain  in  their  houses;    pla- 
card of  Clark  to  inhabitants  of  Post  Vineennes...   255 
Clark  considers  necessity  of  having  an  American  offi- 
cer in  command  at   20G 

Clark  discloses  to  his  troops  his  designs  upon 195 

Clark  laments  that  they  did  not  march  from  Post  Vin- 
eennes to  Detroit  283 

Clark    leaves  officers   in   command   of.   with   necessary 

instructions 280 

Clark's  march  on,  order  of  divisions,  etc 402 

Clark's  route  from  the  Wabash  river  over  the  flooded 

lands  to ;    mention    240 


iNDi:x  (;()3 

C:ark  sends  for  Gibault  and   has  conlerenco   with,    in 

regard  to   vjoij 

Clark  sends  orders  to,  to  make  war  on  the  Delawares.  282 
Clark  with  a  party  of  horse,  reaches  Port  Vincenncs.  .  284 
Commanded  by  a  Frenchman,  Jean  Baptiste  Racine..  4G3 
completion  of  tort,  alter  the  plans  of  Fknry  du  Vernet; 

mention  in  foot  note   241 

conference  at  with  the  Indians,  Jan.  2(5,  1779 n94-3f)7 

country  between  Vincennes  and  Evansville,  Indiana,  de- 
scribed  in  note    241 

court  at,  assumes  the  power  of  grantins  lands  to  every 

applicant    ".   2SS 

court  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  instituted  at.  in 

June,    1779    2SS 

crops  at,  bad ;  mention  4.5 1 

Decker,   Luke,   citizen  of.   land   grant  of  Aloses  Henry 

assigned   to    '.   24.> 

described  by  Sir  Henry  Hamilton:    plans  for  improve- 
ment of  given;    mentioned  in  letter  to  Haldimand 

231-232 

description  of,  Clark's  attack  upon 2.59-272 

Duff  (John)  and  party  convey  news  to  Clark    that  Gov. 

ernor  Abbott  had  left  Post  Vincennes  for  Detroit.  .   197 
expedition  to;    Hamilton  reports  progress  in  letter  to 

Haldimand,  from  the  Miamis  town 359-360 

French  inhabitants  of,  take  oath  of  allegiance  to  Vir- 
ginia        214 

Gibau  t  goes  to  from  Kaskaskia 332 

Gibau".t,  Dr.  Laffont  and  retinue  set  out  for,  July  14th, 
1778,    with    an    address    to    the    inhabitants,    from 

Clark 203.  204 

Gibault.  secular  priest  of  the  French  and   Indians  at; 

mention  in  foot-note   201 

Hamilton  desires  to  surrender  the  fort 425 

Hamilton's  letter  to  De  Galvis,  dated  Vincennes,  Jan. 

18th,     1779 377-378 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand.  dated  Jan.  24th.  1779.  . 

389-393 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand  dated  Vincennes,  Jan. 

30th,    1779 400 

Hamilton's  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  (translation)..  237 
Hamilton  takes  possession  of;    receives  submission  of 

inhabitants,  etc..  who  swear  allegiance  to  the  king  377 
Helm  takes  command  at,   by  order  of  George  Rogers 

Clark;   well  received  by  the  people 20i; 

Henry,    (Ann)    and    children,    heirs    of    Moses    Henry 

granted  a  ]ot  in ;   mention  245 

Henry.  Moses,  made  Indian  agent  at 245 

Indian  nations  invited  by  British  to  convene  at 233 

Indians  informed  by  rebels  that  the  Indians  of  the  Lake 
were  coming  to  their  assistance;    reject  overtures 

of    rebels    3.54 

Inhabitants  of  anxious  to  join  Clark 273 

—.'59 
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inhabitants  of  know  nothing  of  the  approach  of  Clark's 

army ;     niciition    244 

inhul>itanls  of,  placard  sent  to;  mention  in  Hamilton's 

letter  to  Haldiniand   228,  230 

inhabitants  of  take  oath  of  allegiance  in  the  church  at; 

an  officer  e'ected;  American  flag  displayed,  etc....   204 
inhabitants  of,  their  situation  and  chaiacteristics,  de- 
scribed by  Abbott   313 

Kennedy  sent  to  plantation  near  to  steal  boats 248 

Le  Gras  acts  as  president  of  the  court  at;  mention.  .  .  .   288 

letter  from  the  inhal)itants  of,  to  Patrick  Henry 329 

Lienetot   instructed  to  proceed  to 284 

memoir  of  the  inhabitants  of,  addressed  to  the  minister 

of  France,  M.  le  Chevalier  de  Luzene;  mention.  . . .   329 
mentfion.  .185,   195,   201.   20.3-207,   214-216.   220-223,   226,   227, 
235-285.  310,  311,  316-318,  329.  332,  378,  394,  395,  400-418, 
420,  421,  424,  426,  428,  436,  445,  454. 
necessity  of  a  commandant  at,  mentioned  by  Gov.  Ab- 
bott     317-318 

old  land  office  records  at,  now  in  state  archives  at  In- 
dianapolis; mention,  foot  note  316 

old  trail  betwen  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes;  mention..  240 
placard  to  the  inhabitants  of,  by  George  Rogers  Clark.  255 
p'.an  of  Major  Hay  for  strengthening  post  followed  by 

Hamilton ;   mention   390 

population  of,  at  time  of  Clark's  advance  upon 254 

present  city  of,  on  left  bank  of  Wabash  in  Knox  county, 

Ind 240 

prisoners  taken  by  Hamilton;    mention  in  Hamilton's 

letter  to  Haidimand   230 

proclamation  of  Commandant  Edward  Abbott 181 

submission  of  inhabitants  of;    reference  to  in  Hamil- 
ton's letter  to  Haidimand 330 

surrendered  by  Hami'.ton  to  Clark;  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, etc   270-271,  406-407 

surrender  to  Hamilton  by  Helm;   letter  describing....   226 

taken  by  the  British  under  Hamilton.  Dec.  1778 215 

Todd   (C:;ol.  John)   visits,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 

tempoi'ary  government,  etc 287 

Virginians,  after  taking  the  oath  at,  establish  officers 

there;     list  of  in  explanatory  note 337 

Virginia — Advices  received  by  T.ord  Sackville  that  the  Rebels 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  had  deserted  their  posts; 

mention     174 

and  Pennsylvania  divided   into  parties  respecting  ter- 
ritory of  Kentucky   194 

Clark  assembles  the  people  of  Kentucky  to  elect  depu- 
ties to  assembly  of 185 

commonwealth  of,  pledged  to  assist  and  protect  white 

inhabitant<s    of    Kaskaskia 192 

description    of    the    forts    constructed    in    the    western 

parts    of     182-183 


emigrants  trom  Uio  interior  of  Va.  ami  other  states  at- 
tracted towards  Ky.:    causes  given 28t) 

French    inhabitants   of    Kaslcaskia    take   oath    of    alle- 
giance to  the  state  of 2(l3.  2SG 

general  assembly  of  the  state  of,  passes  act,  1778,  relat- 
ing to  Ohio  and  the  Illinois  country   214 

Illinois  once  a  possession  of:    mention    4t!;5 

inhabitants  of  Cahokia  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to.  .   2(»:i 
Indians  emp'oyed   in   exciting  alarm  on  the   frontiers 

of  Va.  and   Pa. :    mention    ' 171 

laws,  resolutions  and  state  papers  of;    mention 171 

rebels  from;    mention  in  speech  of  Qui-qua-po-quois  at 

Indian  council  held  at  Detroit,  June,  1778 .320 

Todd  (Col.  John)  organizes  temporary  government,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of.  at 

Vincennes  and  Kaskaskia;    mention 2S7 

Virginia,  Governor  of — Clark  writes  letter  to;   foot  note....   258 

mention   232,  275,  285 

Virginia  Government— Sends  letters  to  Clark  by  Wm.  Myers, 

with  notice  of  troops  being  raised   272 

Virginian  Prisoner — Tells  Monforton  of  the  contents  of  a  let- 
ter from  an  officer  of  Congress  to  the  Huron  Indians. 434,  435 
Virginian  Troops — Inhabitants  of  Vincennes  make  it  a  crime 

to  receive;    mention    329 

Virginians — Advancing  towards  St.  Duskie.  restrain  the   In- 
dians        420 

Big  Knives,  name  given  Virginians  by  Indians 

210.  212,  213,  326 

establish  officers  at  Post  Vincennes;  mention  in  explan- 
atory   note     337 

French  and  Virginians  jointly  concerned  in  an  under- 
hand purchase  of  land  of  the  Peaukashaws ".  .  .343 

mention.  .193,  197.  326.  329.  334,  336,  343,  369,  393.  394, 

395,  420,  425,  426,  432,  433 437 

war  chiefs  of  the  Ouiattonons    (Weas)    much   pleased 
to  go  against;  reference  to  in  speech  of  Sa-pa-tia  in 

reply  to  Hamilton   326 

Viviat,   Mr.,  of  Kaskaskia — Favored   by   Rocheblave   in   com- 
mercial transactions    297,   301 

Volunteer  Militia — Of  Detroit;  notice  given  that  they  were  to 

be   discharged    232,   233 

Volunteer  Militia  of  Detroit.     See  Detroit. 
Volunteers — List  of  persons  who  must  carry  aims  when  occa- 
sion calls;  mentlion  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand.   346 
Wabache     (Wabachees,    Wabash) — Covmtry    of;     advices    re- 
ceived by  Lord  Sackville  that  the  Indians  were  scour- 
ing the  Ohio  and  Wabash  country;  mention 174 

(the    two    little    Wabachees)    quoted    from    the    Mason 

letter  in  note,  H.  W.  B 246 

Clark's  army  try  to  find 248 

commandants  of  the  different  towns  on 189 

Indian  nations  on;  join  the  Virginians  under  Clark..     207 
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mention   in   explanatory   note 217 

Indians,  greatly  influenced  by  Tobacco's  Son 206 

Wabash    River — Capt.    John    Rogers    ordered    to    go    to    Vin- 

cennes  by  way  of   239 

Clark's   army    strive    to    find;    mention    in    Maj.    Bow- 
man's  Journal    248 

Clark  crosses  about  ten  miles  below  Vincennes 242 

Clark's  route  to,  over  the  flooded  lands;  mention 240 

grant  of  the  PyanKeshaws  to  John  Murray  lies  on  both 

sides  of,  to  the  Ohio,    mention  in  note 222 

Indian  nations  on,  friendly  to  Americans 278-279 

Indians  of;   indifferent  to  the  British;   continued  serv- 
ices of  must  be  secured 173 

Lands  bordering  on;  mention  in  Col.  Todd's  proclama- 
tion    287 

(Little)    channel    of 247 

Little     (The    two    Little    Wabachees)  ;     Clark's    army 

reaches  after  many  difficulties 246,  247 

men  ferried  over,  to  a  small  hill  called  Mame'.le;   men- 
tion in  Bowman's  Journal 247 

mention.  .205,  209,  215,  217,  240-242,  24.5,  247,  248,  272,  279, 
287,  313,  330,  428,  455. 

mention  in  note,  Hamilton's  leter  to  Haldimand 223 

Wabash  Valley — Early  settlement  of,  by  Cox;    foot  note....   219 
Wabenekiah — Death   of.;    mention   in    speech   of   Lieut.    Gov. 

Hamilton  to  Indians,  in  council  held  Detroit  June,  1778  321 

Wampum — Mention 320,  521,  322,  324  326 

War — Foreign;    reason   to    think    one   is    declared;    mention, 

Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldimand ■ 331 

for  independence  goes  against  British;   mention 463 

songs;    mention    ,  . .  .' 322,  346 

with  foreign  powers;   mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to 

Haldimand   22 1 

Warrens'  Island — See  Warriors  Island 243 

Warriors  of  the  Weas — mention  in  Hamilton's  letter  to  Haldi- 
mand       224 

Warriors  Island — Clark's  army  concealed  on 402 

mention    243,  241 

see  foot  note  concerning:    ( H.  W.  B. ) 243 

situated  about  two  miles  from  Vincennes;  mention....   243 
Washington,  George — Letter  of  Winthrop  Sargent  to;  quoted. 

See  notes  by  Dillon  28'i 

Wanaquibe — Chief  of  the  Poutcouattamies,  mention  in  letter 

of  Hamilton  to  Haldimand 362 

Weas — Hamilton   recommends  the   example  of  the  Lake   In- 
dians to    224 

(Ouiattonons)  village  chiefs  in  council  at  DeUroit,  June. 

1778;  war  chiefs  in  council,  &c. ;  lists  of 319 

Wea — Creek ;    mention 218 

Indian  villages,  description,  location  and  numbers  of.  .   21S 

Miami  town  of  Ouiatenon.  location  of 218 

prairie;    mention    218,  213 
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(Ouitenon)   Captain  Shelby  aiul  company  \v(>ll  troatod 

by  Indians  of;    mention 280 

towns,  Maj.  Lienetot  and  volunteers  sent  to  Wea  towns 

by    Clark    2S  t 

village,  trading  place  frequented  by  men  of  evil  rei)u- 

tation    :;  11 

Weatanon — Mention   in   explanatory   note 21() 

"Welcome — (The)    an   Englisn  sloop,  meniion 308 

benefitts  to  be  derived  from  use  of I'.tIK 

dismissed  by  De  Peyster,  mention :uu; 

(vessel)    mention    42t; 

sent  to  La  Bay,  St.  Joseph,  Milwaukee;   mention 3tjt; 

Wesnippigoes — Indians,   mention    418 

Western  Frontier — Brig.  Gen.  Lachlin  Mcintosh  directed  by 
Congress  of  U.  b.  to  collect  at  Pittsburgh  men  for  de- 
fense  of    28') 

Wheat — Prohibition  of  export  of 44S 

Wheeling — Clark  takes  in  his  stores  at 194 

White  Belt— Mention.     See  Belts 212 

White  Eyes  (Capt. ) — Delaware  Indian  chief,  friend  of  Zeisbsr- 
ger,  died  Nov.  10,  1778. 

(Wicocalind)      distinguished     Delaware     chief;      men- 
tion         175 

Heckwelder  and   Capt.   White   Eyes,   friends  and  com- 
rades of  forest;    mention  in   note 179 

identity  of  established ;  mention 179 

incident  relating  to  his  devotion  to  Heckewelder 179 

Heckewelder  gives  the  aboriginal  names  of  White  Eyes 

as    "Koguethagetchton" 179 

with  his  followers  always  friendly  to  Americans;  men- 
tion       179 

White  Horse — Henry  Butler  says  general  of  king's  forces  was 

at  place  called    304 

White  River — Capt.  John  Rogers  ordered  to  force  his  way  up 

the  Wabash  as  high  as  the  mouth  of 239,  240 

De'aware  Indians  settled  a  town  at  forks  of 281 

limits  of  grant  of  Pyankeshaws  to  John  Murray  begins 

again  at ;    mention  in  note : . .  . .   222 

Wiagtonon    (Ouiatanon) — Celoron    unfit    to    command    there, 

opinion  of  Sir  Henry  Hamilton 23-5 

Wicocalind,  or  Capt.  White  Eyes — Mention  in  foot  note 17.j 

(Capt.   White   Eyes)    name   of  White   Eyes  as    it   was 
spelled    at   treaty   of   Fort    Mcintosh;    mention    in 

foot   note   179 

Wilkins,  Col.  John— Mention   29.t 

Wilkinson,  Gen.  Jas. — Mention  in  foot  note 219 

Win,  or  Wm.  (  ?),  Mr. — Mentioned  in  letter  of  Helm  to  Clark  22(5 
Williams,    Capt.    John — Commanded    company    under    Clark; 

commands  garrison  at  Kaskaskia 20,5 

commands  party  of  Americans  who  meet  and  capture 

party  of  Indians  returning  to  Vincennes;  foot  note  2fi7 
goes  to  Ky. ;  conducts  British  officers  taken  prisoner  at 

Vincennes     271 
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mention    250,    402 

AVilliamsl)iirgh,   Va. — Clark  visits  and  lays  his  plans  before 

authorities;  success  of  plans 463 

Gov.  Henry's  secret  instructions  to  Gen.  Clark  dated  at  191 
Biitish   officers,   prisoners   at   Vincennes,   sent   to    Wil- 

liamsburgh   275 

Rocheblave  a  prisoner  there;  mention  in  '.etter,  Ham- 
ilton to  Haldimand. 232 

"Willing"   (The)^ — Clark's  galley,  arrives  at  Vincennes 407 

Clark  sets  sail  in ;  mention  280 

crew  of  galley  of  Clark's  army  would  have  been  a  great 

reinforcement  before  Vincennes;   mention 240,  255 

large   Mississippi  kee'.   boat,  named  after  Capt.  James 

AVilling;   mention  in  foot-note  239 

Willing,  James — Asks  Haldimand  to  give  him  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation to  officers  up  the  river 294 

mention     :   429 

writes  letter  from  New  Orleans  to  Gen.  Haldimand  ask- 
ing permission  to  trade  near  New  Orleans.  . . .   293,  294 

Wir.ing,  Thomas,  Esq. — Of  Philadelphia,  brother  of  Jas.  Wil- 
ling; given  by  his  brother  as  security  in  letter  to  Haldi- 
mand     293,    294 

Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  (Thos.  Willing  &  Robert  Morris)— Send 

goods  for  Illinois  Indian  trade  by  Jas.  Willing 293 

Winchester,  Va. — Prisoners  taken  by  Royal  Army  sent  there.  .   305 

Winsor,  Justin — American  historian,  born  Boston,  1831,  died 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  1897.  Historical  writings  of;  men- 
tion foot  note 458 

Wingenund,     Capt. — Incident    relating    to    his     devotion     to 

Heckewelder;   mention  in  note   179 

Winston,  Richard — Signs  the  French  proclamation  at  the  Car- 

caskias    457 

Wisconsin — Historical  Soc;    mention  in  foot  note 242 

state  of;    mention    177 

Wm.  (?) 226 

Wold  Rapid — Mention    339 

Wolfs  (Loups) — Indians  divided  between  tllie  king's  interest 

and  the  rebels;   mention   435 

Indians,  chief  of,  Rocheblave  engages  to  speak  to 309 

Women — Of  the  white  race,  their  absence  from  settlements; 

remove  necessary   restraint 311 

(American)    prisoners  at   Detroit;    cruelties   practised 

upon ;    mention    269,   270 

Sapatia  in  speech  at  Detroit  in  Indian  council,  June, 
1778,  hopes  compassion  will  be  shown  women  and 
children     320 

Wood — Cost  of,  at  Post  Vincennes;  mention 391 

Worthington,    Capt.    Edward — Commanded      company    under 

Clark ;    mention    402 

ordered  to  go  after  canoes  which  had  been  seen,  adrift  250 

Wyandots— Indians:   mention  in  Capt.  John  Killbuck's  letter 

to  John  Montour   379 

mention  in  Dodge's  letter  to  John  Montour 380 
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Young,    William — Mention    308 

Zeisberger.  Rev.  David — Moravian  missionary  to  western  In- 
dians: born  Moravia  1721,  died  Goshen.  Ohio.  1808. 
historical  data  on  our  continental  Indian  affairs  (juoted 

from,  in  foot  note   181 

letter  of,  to  Gibson  dated  Jan.  19,  1779;  mention 381 

writes  letter  to  Gibson  begging  help:  Gibson  sends  the 

letter  to  Morgan   3S3-3SG 
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Aljl)adie.   ■  St.  Gfrmaine  de.  French  governor  of  La 165 

Albadie    \ 

Abbott,   IJeut.   Gov.    Edward — British   officer   at   Detroit   and 

Vincennes  

181,  197,  203.  204,  227,  244,  299.  310-.313,  316-318,  342,  35C 

Abenaivis — Indians  of  Acadia  and  Maine 13"» 

Accan   (  Michel ) —  i 

Accau  (Michle)       -  Sieur   Dean,    Sieur    Dean 103,131 

Accault  (Michel)    ) 

Agoasto     133 

Aguel    (Auguelle)    Anthony— See  You 103,  105,  131 

Ains  (Ainse,  Joseph?) — Officer  in  English  Indian  service....   398 

Ako.  Michael   (See  Accault) 103,  105,  131 

Albach,  .James  R. — "Annals  of  the  West."  edition  of  1858.  ...   166 

Albemarle  Co..  Va 184 

Algonquin    (Algonkins)    Indian  Tribe — The   principal   tribes 
were    the    Delawares,    Miamis,    Shawanese,    Ottawas, 
Ojibwas,  Sacs,  Foxes,   Crees,  Pottowattoraies  and   Illi- 
nois      15,     25 

Alibanes — Indian   tribe 389 

A  ighin   River    Ill 

Alighinsipore    River — Probably    Allegheny Ill 

Alleghany  Mountains   175,  286 

Alloues    (Allouez)    Father  Claud  Jean — Jesuit  priest 14-15 

Alton.   Illinois    30,   31 

America   88,  92.  105,   118,  277,  459 

American   Archives 171,    178 

American   Colonies    178 

American   Colonist    16S 

American  French   374 

American  State  Papers 245,  315-316 

Anjericans    

Americans.  .177,  201,  202,  277,  279,  299,  301,  302,  314,  376,  380,  391, 
403,  435,  443.  446,  456,  457. 

Amherst.  Sir  Jeffro.v — English  Governor  of  Canada 460 

Anastatius  (Father  Douay) 153,  159,  160,  162 

Andrews,  Captain — English  officer   422 

Angelica  ( The )  English  Boat 421 

Anguille,  Riviere  a  1' 336,  362 

Annapolis  222 

Apalaches   (Appa.achian  Mountains) 306 

Appendix   to  this   voluume 458-463 

Approi)riation  for  collection  and  publication  of  historical  ma- 
terial     ■ 1 

Aquipaguetin    (Sioux  Chief,  of  the  Nadouession) 104 

Archives  at  Kaskaskia 461 

Argenson,  Marc  Pierre,  Count  de 166,  167 


IXDEX  «•)]  1 

Arkansas  (Acanoas,  Akancas.  Akansa,  Akansca.  Kapjjas  i 
Siouan  Tribe — Algonquin  name  for  the  Qiiappas,  a  Da- 
kota tribe  driven  from  the  Ohio  river  (Gravier) 

36.  39,  92,  139.  HtJ.  153.  155 

Arkansas  ( Akamsea)  Indian  Village.  .36,  39,  139,  146,  150,  154.  164 

Arkansas  River    1 50 

Artizans    44.    55 

Ascension,   Fort  of 165,   168,   169 

Assotoue 155 

Assotoue   (Indian  Tribe)    155 

Atlantic  Coast ; 41 

Atlantic  Ocean    4 

Aubry.   Charles   Phillipe 165-170 

Aubry   Manuuscript    165-170 

AuGlaize  River   ( Grand  Glaise ) 22.) 

Auguille  (I'Auguille  river)  River 336,  362 

Augushawa,  Tawaa  Chief   380 

Au-qua-sa-ca.  Ouiattonous  war  chiei' 319 

Autray    (Autry) — Jean  Bourdon   Sieur  d' 68.   113 

Baley.   (Bailey,  Bayley).  John.  Lieut.,  later  Capt 

223,  244.  257.  280.  403 

Balise     ( The) 459 

Baltimore   222 

Bapaume.  France  lit", 

Barbadoes.  Island  of  312 

Barbie    (Barbier)    Gabriel 116 

Baron,   Major  P 337 

Barrataria    Island     

Barre.  Antoine  Joseph  Le  Febvre  de  la — Governor  of  Canada. 

116.   123,   147,  148,   149 

Batton     (  ? )     Capt 370 

Baubin.  Mr.  Charles  319,  328,  343,  346,  352 

Baugy.  Louis  Henri,  de  Seigneur  de  Villecien 147.  148 

Bautier    338 

Bay  of  Puans"(Puants) 53,  61,  98,  99 

Bay'ey,  Lieut.  John — See  Baley. 

Beale.  Capinin  Robt 384.  387 

Beaubin.  Charles — See  Baubin 

Beaulow    (  Beaulon )    Major 318 

Beaupreau.   Marquis  de 166 

Beauvais.  M.  Vitol  St.  Geme   460 

Beauvais.   Sieur  de 460 

Beauvais.  de  Tillv.  Charles  Le  Gardener  Sieur  de  Tillv— See 

Tilly. 
Beckwith.    Hiram   W..    President   Board   Trustees    Ills.    State 
Historical  T.,ibrarv  and  editor  of  this  volume.     (See  H. 

W.  B ." 1,  2.  7.  46,  53.  216.  310,  402 

Becquet.    Sieurs    309 

Belle  River    (Belle  Riviere  )— Ohio 167.   168,  304,  337 

Bellefontaine.   Sieur  de 151 

Be'estre    (Bellestre)    Mr 352 

Bentley    (Brentley),    Thos 

295,  298,  299.  300.  301.  302,  303,  307,  308,  415.  416  417 
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Bentlej',  Mrs.  Thos 303 

Big  Knife   20(;.  207,  209,  210,  278.  279,  283 

Big  Knive-j   (Virginians) 210,  212.  213,  32H 

Berry,    Lieut 387 

Big  Muddy  River    240 

Billtre,   Mr 302 

Bird.  Capt.  Henry    353,  427 

Black,  George  Nelson,  Trustee  Ills.  State  Historical  Library       2 

Black   River 98 

Bloomer,    Capt 390 

Bogis.  M.  de  la  ( Baugy ) 147,  148 

Boisrondet,   Francois  de    113 

Boisbriant,  Pierre  Duque  de 

Bolons,    Messrs 425 

Bolton,  Capt.    ( Col.  Mason ) 

369,  370,  371,  388,  392,  399,  420-422,  427 

Bonhommc,    Fort 150 

Bonner  (perhaps  Pierre  Bonneau) 299,  300,  301,  303 

Boon,    Squire    423 

Bordeaux,   France    166 

Hosseron,  Jr 343 

Bosseron.  Maj.  Francis 259.  272,  309 

Bosson,   Capt 424 

Boston   314.  323,  376 

Bottetourt  County.  Va 186 

Bourdon.  Jean  (John)  Francois  (sieur  d'Autray) 113,  116 

Bowman,    Fort    338 

Bowman,  Col.  John 283,   285 

Bowman.  Joseph,  Capt.   (Major)  .  .171,  191,  194.  196,  205,  237,  238. 

241-243,  248,  250,  252,  261,  265.  267,  270.  284,  285,  402.  413,  416 

Bowman's  Journal 171,  240,  242,  243,  248-250,  265,  267,  270,  284 

Brackenridge,  Henry  M 460 

Brehim,  Capt 451 

Brigantine    (The    Little) 128 

British  Colonies  41 

Brink,    W.    R 462 

Brashear,  Lieut.  Richard 280 

Brodhead.   Col.    Daniel 385,    S86 

Brodelet.  William    45 

Brownsville.  Pa 191 

Boeuff  P'ort  le   422 

Baude  Lake  (Mille  Lake  or  Lake  of  the  Issati ) 99,  100 

Buade  (Louis  de.  Comte  de  Frontenac) ;   see  frontenac 

Buccaneer  (English)    161,  162 

Buccaneers    ( French )     76 

Buckongahe'as   175,  176 

Bude,   General    450-452 

Buffalo   River    98 

Bukongahela  175,  176,  177.  181 

Burgoyne's   Army    190 

Burron.  Captain    226 

Buseron,   Capt 266 

Butler,   Captain    371 
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Butler,  Col.  Ricliard    175,   177 

Butler.  Henry 304,  305,  30() 

Butler.  Jonn,  Major,  later  Colonel 392,  422 

Butler's  History  of  Ky 183,  193,  215,  286.  304-306 

Butler.  Simon  (assumed  name  of  Simon  Kenton). 
Cadadaquis         \ 

Cadadoquis         '.      (Caddoes 154,155,156,157.158,162 

C'hadadoquie       \ 

Cahokia.  .201.  203,  205,  208,  214,  231,  232,  237,  238,  262,  285,  310, 

330,  332. 

Cairo,  Bs 32 

Caldwell  (The)   422 

California  39 

California.   Gulf   of 4 

California,  Sea 5,  8,  31;  32 

Calumet  (Pipe).. 21,  22,  23,  26,  27,  29,  35,  36,  38,  57,  58,  59,  79,  92, 

94,  101,  102,  104,  130,  131,  139,  142,  147,  153,  155,  159,  319. 

Calvert,  Sieur   440 

Cample.   Col 367 

Campbell,  Arthur   188,  423 

Campbell,  Col.  John 188.  197,  367,  387,  440,  454 

Canada.. 3,  8,  42.  43.  45,  55.  75.  89.  116,  117,  169.  172,  216,  276,  313. 

315,  323.  329,  370.  376,  417,  434,  443. 

Canadian    Archives    (Letters    from) 290-457 

Canadian  Archives,  mention 172,  173,  290,  311,  312 

Capiche   Indians    156 

Cantucky  county    42;j 

Cappa  (  Indian  Village  of  the  Akancas) 139 

Carbonneaux  (Carboneaux)    (Louis,  Pierre  Francois)  ...  .305,  306 
Carleton.    Gen.    Sir   Guy,    afterwards   Lord    Dorchester — Gov. 

Gen  of  Canada 

295,  298,  300.  311.  313,  316.  317,  318.  330,  366,  368,  462,  463 

Carlysle,    Pa.    (Carlisle) 305 

Carolina    149 

Cassety.  Lieut.  James  342 

,.   .        ,       .  Indian  name  for  site  of  Fort  Frontenac. 

Katarakoui      \ 

Cato,  S 457 

Caachois,   Jacques    113 

Cavelier,  Jean 153,  154,  159.  161.  162.  163 

Cave'.ier.   John   Baptiste,   Sieur  de 153,  159 

Cavelier,  Rene  Robert,  Sieur  de  La  Salle  (See  La  Salle). 

Celoron.  .223.  232.  233.  236,  254,  330.  332,  336.  337,  343.  351,  352.  354, 

355,  357,  359,  363. 
Chabadeba      ) 

Chabaoudeba  )  ^"^^^^^  ^nbe      98 

Chabert,  Lieut.  (Phillipe  Joncaire?) 332 

Chacouman.    ( Indian    Tribe) 155 

Chaganon    (Indian  Tribe) 151,  154,  155,  158.  159,  160,  163 

Chaha  (Ouittonon  War  Chief) 321.  327,  328 
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Chaina,  Isidore,  Interpreter 420 

Chamblae,  ( Chaml)lace)    1567 

Chamintawa — Ottawa  chiet 424 

Chaouans        )      j   j   j,,  gpeiung  of  Shawnees. 
Chawanons     \  i  t^ 

Chowanons 33,  147,  149.  151 

Chapline,  (Chaplin)  Abraham 280 

Chapman,  Sargeant 455 

Chapoton,  .Jean  Baptiste 343,  344 

Chartres  Fort    (See  Fort  Chartres) 

Chassagoac  i     chief  of  the  Ills.    (Indian  Tribe) 83 

Chassagouausse  \ 

Chepontias    River    lUl) 

Chequamegon  Bay   

Cherokees 232,  233,  385,  389,  395 

Cherokee  River 167,  232,  233,  389,  398 

Chesne,  Capt 424-426 

Chesne,   Isidore.   Interpreter 319,   328 

Chesnes,  Pointe  de 354 

Chevalier,  Louis 334,  342,  360,  361,  364,  365,  398,  418,  443,  444 

Chicago, 

Checagon, 

Chegagon, 

Chekagon. 

Chicogon.   I   Name  means  Riviere  de  Tail,  Garlic;  River,  from 

Chicagow,  /  the   profusion   of   wild    garlic   found   in    the 

Chickager,  [  vicinity  357,  433,  439,  45S 

Chickagon, 

Chikagou. 

Chicagoow.J 

Chicaou,  Fort  of 143 

Chicagon      ] 

Chicaou         ;  Yliver   107,  138.   139,   147.  439 

Chekagou     ; 
Chicagon       I 

Chicagon  Portage 7,  107.  138 

Chickasaes 232.  233.  345.  380,  389,  395,  396,  432,  453 

Chikacha   (Indian  Tribe) 108,  109,  111 

Chikasas,    (Indian  Tribe) 138.   139 

Chimney  Rock    243 

Chippewa,    (Ojebway    Language) 4 

Chippewas,     /        322.  324.  341,  361.  362.  366.  367.  374.  380,  393,  394, 
Chippewevs    C  397.  418.  432,  436. 

Chip-Kaw-Kav    206 

Choctaws,  Indians   389,  396.   398 

Chonga?kethon  (  Indian  Tribe)    (  Dog  or  Wolf) 100 

Choye    ( I  ndlan  Tribes ) 156 

(Indian  Village). 

Ciccaca,  ( Indian  Tril)es) 81.  92 

Clark,  Fort  (in  the  Ills.) 307,  308 

Clark,  Capt.  of  Pa.  Regt 383,  385,  387 
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Clark,  Geo.  Rogers 

22G,  230,  237,  249,  365,   338,  403,  417,  420-425.  428,   430. 

431,  43(;,  437.  453,  454,  455,  4G2,  4G;i 

Clark's.  George  Rogers.  Champaign  in  the  Ills 171-298 

Clark,  Geo.  Rogers  memoir  of 245-266 

Clinton,  Sir     Henry 424,  426 

Cohos.  volunteers 402 

Colbert.  John  Baptiste  (The  Great  Colbert) 41,  42,  43,  44,  127 

Colbert,  Jean  Baptiste,  son  ot  the  Great  Colbert 

115,   116,   117,  12.1,   128 

Colbert  River   (Meschesipi) 7,  81,  82,  86.  87,  90,  92.  93,  94.  95, 

96.  97,  98,  99,  101,  106,  107,  110,  111,  112,  118,  119,  120. 

Collett,    Prof.    John     241,    243 

Colonies,   ( American )    351 

Conoarqnin   435 

Conception  iMission   10 

Conception  River   10 

Conde,   Louis  de  Bourbon,    (The  Great) 

Conde,  Lake   (  Superior) 50,  51,  52,  98,  100 

Conesto;?a    Indians    176 

Congress,  Continental 171,  175,  178,  180,  181,  305,  303 

Congi'ess  of  the  U.  S 227,  286 

Contv    ■    Louis  Armand  de  Bourbon,  Prince  de  Conty 44.  128 

Continental    Indian    Affairs Isl 

Contv,   Lake    (Erie)     46,    47 

Cooshocking,  Ohio 379,  381,  382,  385,  386 

Corn   Island    195 

Corneiller,   M 415 

Coroas  (  Indian  Village) 155.  162,  163,  164 

Coroas  River  163 

Coshocton  (Cooshacking,  Ohio)   351 

Couague,   de — See  De  Couague 351 

Country  of  Illinois,  see  Illinois 

Country  of  the  Scioux 143 

Cournailler,  Pierre 408,  409,  415 

Coutoure  (  Guillaume  (?)    t 152,  153 

Corvee    400 

Cox,  Sanford  218,  219 

Craig,    Neville   B 166 

Creek  Nation   394 

Creek  Indians 392,  394,  395,  396,  426 

Creoles  (French)    249 

Crevecoeur  Fort   87,  88,  89,  92,  93,  131 

Crevier,  Rev.  Father,   (Gravier?) 153 

Crogban.  George  (Indian  Agent  of  Great  Britain)  .  .  .  .217,  218,  221 

Crawfordsville.  Ind .• 21 9 

Cumberland    411 

Dablon.  Father  Claude  F. — Jesuit  missionary  and  writer,  born 
Dieppe.  1619,  died  Quebec,  1697.     Superior  of  the  Jesuit 

Missions  in  N.  Amer 5,   6,   S 

Decotas  (Sioux  Indian  Tribe) 26,  27 
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Da:ay,  Father  ( Uouay ) 148 

Daminoia  ( Indian  Tribe) 81 

Dauphin    (Michigan)    Lake 53,   55,   56,   60,    66,   89 

Dean  Sieur   ( Probably  Michel  Ac-can ) 131 

Decker — Luke    245 

Declaration  of  American  Independence 181 

Declaration  oi  the  King  of  France 375 

DeCouagne   351 

Deer    I.siand    221 

Defiance  Ohio    220 

De  Quindre,  Mr.  (Louis  Ccsaire  Dagneau?) 343,  357 

Dejean,  Philip  (cailed  Grand  Judge  of  Detroit.z24,  307,  308,  364,  428 
Delawares — Leni-Lenapes — belonged    to    Iroquois    Confedracy 
179,  180,  232,  233,  281.  282,  283,  286,  302,  320,  325,  339. 

345,  369,  381,  383,  385,  389,  394,  428 

Delaware  Chief  (Buckongahelas,  White  Eyes) 175 

Denonville,    Monseigneur   Jacques   Rene   de   Brisay,    Marquis 

de  Denonville.  Governor  of  Canada  1685-89 149,  150,  152 

De  Pevster,  Col.  Arent  Schuyler 

299,  307,  308,  334,  335,  338,  342,  364,  369,  377,  368,  370, 
371,  398,  399,  418,  419,  430,  431,  402,  433.  436,  437,  438, 
439,  440,  441,  442,  444,  455,  462. 

De  Galvis,  Don  Bernardo  377,  378 

"Description    de    la    Louisiane" — Title    of    Hennepin's    nar- 
rative       45 

Des  Plaines  River  (Branch  of  the  Illinois  River) 7 

Desplanes  River   (Chicago  River) 107 

Detroit— Fort  built  1686,  bv  DuLhut 

129,  151,  172,  173,  ISi,  197,  215,  216,  220.  221,  k,26,  226, 

229,    232,    233,    235,    236,    238,    263,    268,    269,    270,    273, 

274,    275,    276,    277,    278,    280,    283, 

319,    320,    328,    330,    331,    332,    333, 

348,    351,    352,    353,    354,    355,    357, 

365,    367,    370,    371,    377,    389,    391, 

397,    400,    401,    408,    412,    415.    418, 

427,  428,  432.  433,  434,  437,  440,  445,  462,  463. 

Detroit — Chief  of  (Dejean ) 428 

Detroit — Indian  partisans  of 268,  269 

Detroit— Militia 227,  232,  233,  236,  238,  276,  277,  362 

Detroit  Strait  47,     48 

Detroit  Volunteers   276,  277 

Dillon,  Judge  John  Brown — (American  Historian) 

114,  173,  174,  178,  181,  182,  183,  184,  185,  191,  195.  197, 
214,  215,  220,  239,  242,  246,  250,  258,  265,  267,  270,  272, 
284,  286,  288,  289,  315. 

"Discovery  of  the  Mississippi"  by  Falconer 106.  116.  127 

Discoveries  and  Explorations  of  the  Mississippi — (Shea's)...       7 
Doddridge,  Rev.  Joseph— American  Historical  writer,  c'ergy-     ' 
man    and   physician,    born    Pa.,    1769,    died   Wellsburg, 

Va.,    1826    

Dodge.  John   379,  380 

Dog  Feast   (Festin  de  Chien) 151 

Domine  Salvum   fac  Regem Ill,   ll.? 
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339, 
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345, 
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364, 

392, 

393, 

394, 

395, 

420, 

421. 

425, 

426, 
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DominiL-a  Island  oT 312 

Douay,  Father  Anastathis   (See  Anastatius) 

Doiiillanter — (Chief  of  the  Hurons) 43 i 

Draper,   Lyman  C 242 

Duchesneau 

Duchense,  Jacques,  Sieur  de  la  Doussiniere — Intendant  of  New 

France  Sept.  1675  to  Sept.  1G82 127 

Duff,  John Iy7 

Dufresne,  Marie   463 

Du   Gay    ( Antoine   Auguel ) 105 

Duhault  I  M,  M. — A    member    of    LaSalle's    last    expedition 

Duhaut     \   159,  160,  161,  1G.2 

DuLac      1 

DuuLud   ,  Daniel   Greyso'.on,  cousin  of  Tonty,   horn   St.   Ger- 
DuDhul     '"      main-in  Lave,  France,  died  1710.... 105,  15L  153,  151 
Duluth     J 

Dulignon,    Jean    11:} 

Duluth    ( See  Du  Lac ) 10') 

Duncan,    iMr 387 

Dunmore,  Earl  of — Governor  of  Virginia  (Title  of  John  Mur- 
ray        222 

Dunn,  Thomas,  Treasurer  for  the  English  at  Quebec.  .314,  317,  318 
Du  Quesne,  Fort  (See  Fort  Du  Quesne  for  Historical  sketch) 

165,   169,   170 

Durantaye,  Oliver  Morel  cie  la,  born  Notre  Dame  du  Gaure, 
Nantes.Commandant  at  Michilllmackinac  1683  to  1685, 

died  1727    148,  149 

Dutch    of    New    York 47 

Du  Vernet,  Henry,   (Du  Verner) 

227,  229.  244,  314,  317,  341,  346,  347,  348,  349,  362,  391, 

393,  421 

"Early  settlement  of  the  Wabash  Valley"  by  Sanford  Cox 219 

Eclipse  of  the  Sun 195 

Editor  of  this  volume.     (See  Beckwith,  H.  W.) 

Editorial  and  explanatory  notes.     (See  Beckwith,  H.  W.)  .  .  .  . 

Edgar,   Gen.   .John    314,   315,   316 

Edgar,  Mrs.  Rachael,  wife  of  John  Edgar 315 

Edward's  History  of  Illinois,  by  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards 107 

Edwards,  Ninian  Wirt 1 07 

Edwardsville,  111 462 

Eel  River   220 

Egnseway,   Ottawa   chief 424,   425 

Embarass  River    240,   248 

England 220,  323.  325,  326,  424,  441,  461,  462 

English  people.. 171,  175,  196,  204,  206,  210,  211,  212,  213,  216,  275. 
286,  295,  298,  331,  332,  340,  341,  356,  395,  398. 

English  Buccaneer  (Heins  or  English  Jem) 161,  162 

English,  William  Hayden 17L  242 

Erie,  Fort  322,  341,  370 

Erie,  Lake 5,  7,  46,  129,  151,  165 

Estaing,  Charles  flenry  Theodat,  Count  de 373,  376,  540 

European  Nations 34,  37,  39,  42,  74,  81,  91,  120,  141,  142 
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Evansville,   Ind 241 

Falconer.  Thos ]U6,  113,  IIC,  127,  128 

Fallen   Timbers,    (The)    Battle   ol 17G 

Fals    of    Niagara    129 

Falls  of  the  Ohio    ( Louisville.  Ky. ) 

195.  203,  220,  221,  227,  234,  267,  274,  284,  286,  323,  340, 

344,  357.  362,  393,  400,  413,  422,  425,  426. 

Falls    of    St.    Anthony 97.    99,    100 

Falls  of  St.   Mary 129 

Faquier,   Va 191 

Febvre.  Rev.  Hyacinth,  the  provincial  of  the  Province  of  St. 

Anthony  in  Artois,  provincial  of  St.  Denis  in  France..     63 

"Fe'icity"  (The)    369.  420,  421,  426 

Fetid,  Bay  of 11,  12,  13,     40 

Fevre,  Rev.  Father  Hayacinth 63 

Fieri-facias,  \vrit  of 461 

Flagg.    Edmund    T 461 

Florida   .• 3,  39,  81 

Flags 204.  221,  222.  223,  227,  229,  C56,  374,  404 

Fiag.    English    227,    356 

Floyd.   Col.   J 183,  '  184 

Fol  Avoines  ( Indian  Tribe  ) 11 

I'orbes,  Gen.  John   170 

Forest — Francois  Daupin,  Sieur  de  La.  137,  148,  151,  152,  153,  154 

Foret  ) 

Poj.^g  J-        123,  124,  182,  183,  216,  217,  219,  221,  339,  396 

Fort  Ascension    165,   168,  169 

Fort  of  Bonhomme 150,  151 

Fort  Bowman    338 

Fort  Chartres,  t    165.  168,  217,  222,  291,  292,  293,  310.  316,  459, 
Fort  Chartis,     \         460,  461. 

Fort  of  Chicaou    149 

Fort    Clark    307,  308 

Fort   Conty    54 

Fort  Crevecoeur 87,  89,  92.  93.  95,  96,  131 

Fort   Detroit    151 

Fort  Du  Quesne 165.  169,  170 

Fort  Erie   321,  332,  341,  370 

Fort  Frontenac.  .5.  42.  43,  44.  45,  46,  54.  55.  89,  114,  122.  126,  127 
128.  129,  131,  132,  148,  152. 

Fort  Gage   3(^4,  306,  458,  459,  460,  461,  462,  463 

Fort   Illinois    147 

Fort   Iroquois    134 

Fort    (at)    Kentucke 357 

Fort  Les  Sab'.es   152 

Fort  Laurens.    } 

Fort  Lawrence  \" ^*1'  ^^^'  '*20 

Fort  le  Boeuff 422 

Fort  Mcintosh   177,179,  180 

Fort  Massiac  (Massac) 165.  166,  168.  197.  198.  459 

Fort  (of  the)  Miamis 67,  68,  71,  176 
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Fort  Niagara 1  •'>1.  1^>2.  1 05 

Fort  Ouiatenon    21(i,    21  (,    22."? 

Fort  Pitt  175.  192.  28(;.  304,  30('.,  309,  315,  380,  383.  38i; 

Fort  Pt.  Henry 410,  411,  412,  414,  415,  416,  417 

Fort    Piiulhomme    138,    14G 

Fort  Sackville 231.  244,  270,  311.  350.  394,  400,  406.  409 

Fort   St.   Joseph 151 

Fort  St.  Louis  ol'  the  Illinois 

116.  122.  123.  145.  147,  148.  149,  153,  154 

P'ort  Stanwix 23t. 

Fort  Tuscarawas    '^-' ' 

Fort  Vincennes    -~t.  ^^.^ 

Fort  Wayne,   Ind 1';' 

Fox  Indians  (Outouagamis)    ^^ 

Fox    River    13,    14 

Foy.  Capt.  Edward    4o0 

France.  .5,  31,  42.  44,  45,  55,  75,  89,  91,  105,  116,  117,  123,  124,  126, 

127,  131.  132,  139,  143,  144,  150,  153.  166,  167,  192,  197,  202, 

203.  217.  295.  298,  299,  329.  351,  374,  450,  456,  459,  460.  462. 

Francis,  Tobacco's  Son.     See  Tobacco's  Son 

Franciscan    Friars    4o 

French.  Prof.  Benjamin  F ^'-   ~- 

French  people.  .5.  41.  46.  196,  201,  203,  205.  208,  210,  211,  212.  214. 

215    216    217,  219.  221,  227.  234,  244,  249,  250,  251,  254,  284. 

286.  287.  295,  298,  310,  323,  331,  333,  334,  340,  343,  351,  357, 

366,  368.  374.  376.  391,  411,  431,  456,  457. 
Frontenac— (Cartarcoui).     (Kartarakoui)      Fort.     See     Fort 

Frontenac. 

Frontenac,  Lake 3,  5,  7,  42,  4r, 

Frontenac,  Fort — See  Fort  Frontenac. 

Frontenac.  Louis  de  Buade,  Count  de  Frontenac 

5,  6,  7,  8,  9.  43,  54,  116,  123,  135 

Fur  River 248 

Gabrie",  Father,  de  la  Ribourde — Jesuit  priest 

59,  68.  70,  71,  78.  88,  92,     93 

Gage.  Fort 458,  459,  461,  462 

Gage,    Gen.    Thomas — Commander    British    forces    in    Amer- 
ica  290,  291,  292,  369,  460.  461.  462 

Galelemand,  Capt.  John  Killbuck 379 

Galley.  Clark's  boat 261,  272 

Galvis,  Don  Bernardo  de — Spanish  governor  of  La 377,  378 

Gautier,    |  Chas.  de  Verville — 

Gotier.      f  357.365.367.369,398.399,418,436,437 

Gay.  Picard  de — See  You. 

Geological  survey  of  Indiana,  by  Collett 241 

George.  Robin 429 

Germaine.  Lord  George — English  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies  during  Revoluution.     See  Sackville.  .311,  401,  449 
Gibault,  Rev.  Pierre  (Peter) — Priest  in  the  Illinois. 

201,  202.  20.3,  204,  205,  206,  234,  246,  330.  343,  398 

Gibson.  Col.  John 381,  382,  384,  385,  386,  387,  388,  429 

Gibson  (Miss  Nancy?) 385 

Gicee,  Indian  chief 433 

—  40 
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Girault      ) 

Gircault,    -  John— 301,  417 

Girciult,    ) 
Girtie,  ) 

Girty.    I  Simon— 381,  383,  386 

Gistie.  \ 

Godclard  (James  S.  ?)  Mr 36i 

Gordon's  history  ITG 

Good  Spirits 213 

Gotier— See  Gautier    369 

Goiiin,  Charles    351 

Gouin,  Nicholas   351 

Government — (Authorities   of  Virginia) •.  .   20'! 

Grafton,  llis 9G 

Graham.  Capt 427 

Grand  Chief— (Tobacco's  son) 255,  232 

Grand  Door  to  the  Wabash   (Tobacco's  son).     See  Tobacco's 

son    20G 

Grand  Louis — (  Son  of) 370 

Grandolos.  Vigiel   376 

Grand  River— (Mississippi) 5.  3C4,  367,  369,  432,  433,  436 

Grand  River  Indians 364,  367,  369,  398,  419 

Grand  Traverse  region 433 

Grande  Coite  396 

Grande  Glaise  River — (Au  Glaize)    220 

Grande  Quoete — Peaukasha  chief 396 

Grant,   Capt.   James 354.  370 

Grants  of  Land 190,  222,  288 

Gray  ( Deputy  Sheriff  of  Montreal) 223,  224 

Great  Bay — Near  Lake  Orleans 48 

Great  Britain.  .172,  175,  178.  181,  182,  197,  199,  201,  222,  289,  299. 

314.  376,  459-461.  462-463.     See  England. 

Great  Council  of  the  Big  Knives — (Congress) 210 

Great  Council  Fire — (Congress) 211 

Great  Fire — (Congress) 210 

Great    Manltou 16 

Great  River — (Mississippi)    4,  12,  18,  139 

Great  Spirit 23.  209,  211.  212,  279,  320,  321 

Great  Stone  Port 396 

Green  Bay 11.  12.  13,  53,  105 

Gregory,  Maj 151 

Grey  Gowns — (Franciscan   priests) 45,     92 

Griffon  !"  ^^  Salle's  vessel 51.  55.  89 

Groselier,   de 364 

Guay,  Picard  du — "The  Jickard."     See  You. 

Gudert — (An  interpreter) 336 

Gulf  of  California 4 

Gulf  of  Mexico 5,  7,  31,  38,  39.     44 

Haldimand.    Gen.    Frederick — English    Governor    General    of 

Canada.  .173,  174,  216,  220-225.  227.  290-294,  312,  319-328,  330- 
336.  339-347,  351-355.  359-371,  389-393,  400,  418-422,  432-433. 
436-438,  439-442,  445-449,  450-452,  462-463. 
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Haldimand    (The) — English   vessel 422 

Halifax  445.  450,  451 

Half  Kins's  Brother   369 

Hamilton— Sir  Henry 173.  174,  ISl,  193.  215,  210,  219,  220-450 

Plampshire,  Va 193 

Hand,  General  Edward   (American  officer) — Born  in  Ireland, 

died  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  1802 193,  30« 

Hanover    (Virginia)  — 187 

Harmar.  Gen.  .losiah    288 

Harrison,  Col.  Benj 384,  387.  412 

Harrison.  Ensign 38  7 

Harrison,  William  H 181,  28S 

Harrod.  Wiliam — Brother  of  James  Harrod.  born  near  Bed- 
ford. Pa. 

Captain   1 93.  19G 

Harrodstown,    Ky.    (later    called    Harrodsburg) — Named    for 

James  Harrod    186,  181) 

Hay,  Maj.  Jehu— Of  the  Detroit  Militia 408.  409 

Hay,  Maj.  John — British  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
Detroit. 

227.  228.  229,  237,  267.  268.  269,  270,  319.  341.  328.  361. 
390.  408.  420. 
Heckewelder.  Rev. — John  (Gottlieb  ErnesHus)  — 

(Heckwelder) — A  Moravian  missionary  to  western  In- 
ilians,  born  Bedford.  England,  1743,  died  Bethlehem, 
Pa..   1823.     Noted  for  his  writings  as  well  as  his 

missionary  labors   178.  179,   180,  181 

Helm,  Capt.  Leonard — Born  in  Virginia,  died  in  Louisville, 

1782.  .191.  193,  194,  196,  206.  207.  215,  223,  226,  229,  230.  232. 
258.  262.  267,  268,  269.  272.  273,  277,  278.  280,  281.  282,  392. 
395.  404.  405,  406.  407,  424. 

Henderson  &  Co 185 

Henderson.  Col.  Richard  (of  the  Kentucky  Land  Co.) — Born 
in  Hanover  Countv.  Va..  1735.  Died  in  Granville  Coun- 
ty. N.  C.  1785 188 

Hennepin.  Father  Louis.  Franciscan  (Recollect)  Priest — Born 
at  Belgium  about  1640,  died  LUrecht  about  1702.  French 
exp'orer.  companion  and  historian  of  i,a  Salle's  Travels 

in  Mississippi  Valley 45,  46,  67,  68,  70,  ST.  88.  89,  91, 

93.  100-105. 

Henry  (Ann)— Wife  of  Moses  Henry 244,  245.  258,  429 

Henry.  Governor  Patrick — Born   Hanover  County,  Va..  1736, 

died  Charlotte  Countv.  Va..  1799 

171.  172.  187.  190,  191.  193,  214,  329,  410.  411.  413 

Henry,  Fort  PatM-ick  Henry  (Vincennes) 410-412.  414-417 

Henry.  Mrs. — Mother  of  Moses  Henry 429 

Henry  Moses — Indian  Agent  at  Vincennes 

244.  245.  258.  280,  429 

Henry,  Mrs.  Moses  (Ann)  — 244.  245.  258,  429 

Hiens,  or  "English  Jem" 161,  162 

"Historic  Louisiana,"  by  Gayerre 166 

Historical  CoLections  of  Louisiana — By  B.  F.  French.... 6.  7,  106 
Historical  Data — On  continental  Indian  affairs 181 
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Historica'.  notes  of  the  northwest — By  Judge  John  B.  Dillon.  .   173 
Hochitagon — Seneca   Indian   word   for  bare-feet,   name   given 
Hennepin  by  Senecas. 

Holland   451 

Holland,   Maj 451 

Holston,  Great  Island  of  the  Holston 191,  194,  195,  454 

Holston  River — A  tributary  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Holy  Ghost,  Mission  of — At  La  Pointe,  Lake  Superior.  See  La 

Pointe    4 

H.  S. — Letter  signed  by 42S 

Hough,  Franklin  B. — Translator  of  M.  Pouchot's  "Memoir 
upon   the   late   war   in    North     America    between    the 

French  and  English,  1755-1760 16f> 

Hoy,  Andrew   461 

Hudson    Bay 121 

Hunaut — Deserter  from  LaSalle's  party 53 

Hunters    Road 1J3 

Hurons  (Indian  tribes)  — 
Nadouessi. 
Ochasteguis. 
Ochatequins. 
Ouendats,  Wyandottes. 

34,  48,  51,  52,  107,  152,  153,  324,  352,. 369,  393,  394,  413. 
424,  425,  434,  435. 
Huron  I^ake — Called  by  Champlain  first  La  Mer  Douce,  mean- 
ing "The  Fresh  Sea;"  later.  Lac  des  Attigouanian,  after 

the  chief  tribe  of  the  Hurons 11,  151 

Huron   Slaves    151 

Huron  Village   434,  4d5 

Hutchins,  Lieut.  Thomas 291,  292.  459 

H.  W.  B.  (see  Beckwith,  H.  \v.) — Author  of  this  volume  and 

signs  explanatory  notes.  .14,  42,  43,  87,  96,  105,  106,  107,  112. 
113,  115,  116.  120,  122,  123,  127,  128,  130,  132,  166,  168,  172, 
174,  175,  177,  179,  185,  189,  191,  193.  197,  200,  201,  206,  219, 
223,  226,  239,  241,  242,  243,  244,  245,  270,  273,  287,  312,  314, 
315,  316,  458,  459.  460,  461,  462. 

Ilgonquines    ( Indian   tribes) 107,  111 

Illinois — Word  probab'.y  from  lUini.  which  means  :n  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Illinois  Indians,  "a  perfect  or  complete 
man;"  Illiniwek  means  "we  are  men." 
Illinois  Country.. 4,  24,  40,  42,  52,  53,  54,  76-97,  114,  129,  136, 
145,  150,  159,  162,  164,  167,  169,  170,  172,  175,  189,  195, 
196,  201,  205,  220,  222,  227,  231,  232-235,  236,  237,  240, 
257,  276,  286,  287,  288.  307,  308,  310,  315,  316,  330,  332, 
345.  346.  348.  349,  352,  357,  363,  365,  366,  377,  398,  410, 
411,  415,  437.  443,  454,  462,  463. 

Illinois — History   of 7,  107 

Illinois  Indians— 4,  10,  14,  20-29,  36.  37,  40,  54,  65,  66,  76-80.  81, 
82,  86-7,  91-93,  101,  111,  122-23,  130-35,  138,  145,  147,  149, 
151,  155,  201,  214,  293,  366. 

Illinois    Lake 7,    39,     40 

Illinois    Province 315 

Illinois  State  Historical  Library.     Board  of  Trustees  of.  . .  .1,         2 
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Indians— ..3,  4,  10,  20,  21,  22,  34,  36,  39,  48,  51-3,  65-6,  72,  76, 
86-7,  91-2,  96,  98,  100-1,  104-5,  107-9,  111,  122,  123,  172-3, 
175,  183-4,  196,  204-5.  207,  208,  212-16,  218-19,  221,  223, 
225,  227-30,  232-34,  241,  245,  253-54,  20/,  267,  273,  276, 
277,  280,  293,  294,  313,  316,  317,  318,  319,  322,  325,  328, 
336,  342,  366-67,  369.  371,  374,  379.  380-85,  389,  393-97, 
400.  405.  418,  432.  434.  435,  436.  437,  446. 

Indiana,  State  of 171,  222,  241 

Indiana    State  Historical  Society 171,  193 

Indiana  State  Archives 316 

Indianapolis     316 

Independence,  Warren  County.   Indiana 218 

Index    to    Appendix 458-463 

Iowa  Country 436 

Iroquois  (or  Five  Nations) — Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas, 
Cayngas.  Senecas  (later  Tuscarawas) .  .4,  33,  34,  42,  47, 
48.  51.  52,  62,  65,  80,  81,  92,  122,  123.  129,  130-135,  138, 

145,  147,  148,  150,  151,  152 164 

Iroquois    Country 145 

Isle  Royale  ( Is'e  of  Minong)  Island  in  northwest  part  of  Lake 
Superior. 

Isonnoutouan   ( Indians) 129,  133 

Issati    (Islati)    Indians 98,  100 

Issati  River   (  Nadonssion ) 99 

Issati    ( Buade )    Lake 99 

James.  Edmund  Janes,  LL.  D. — Member  Board  Trustees  Ills. 

State  Historical  Library 2 

Jason — Indian  village  109 

Jaubard — American  prisoner  in  Canada 448-4b0 

Jefferson.  Thomas 171,  172,  185,  242,  288,  289,  453,  454 

Jesuit  House  at  Kaskaskia 460,  462 

Jesuit    Missions 5 

Jesuit  Priests 45.  148.  460.  462 

Jesuit    Relations 4 

Jesuite  College  at  Kaskaskia 462 

Jogues.  Father  Isaac — Born  Orleans,  France,  1607.  Killed  l)y 
Mohawks  in  N.  Y.,  1646. 

Johnson.    Captain b j2 

Johnson,    Governor 302 

Johnson.  Sir  William 165 

,  ,.   .     (    Louis — French  Canadian  explorer.. 5.  C.  7.  3-40  inc., 

Jollfet(  ''•''    1*^^ 

Joliefs  journal  and  maps G 

Joliet's    journal 3-40 

Jo'iet's  maps 5.  6.       7 

Jones.   Gabriel 186,    187  188 

Journal  of  Bowman 171,  243,  248-250,  267 

Journal  of  G.  R.  Clark.     See  Clark,  George  Rogers 402 

Journal   of   Croghan 217 

Journa',  of  Joliet  and  Marquette 3-40 

Journal  of  Marquette 3-40 

Kahokia.     ( See  Cahokia) 262 
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Kankakee  River,  of  the  Illinois — (Early  Indian  name,  Thea- 

kiki )     69 

Kaskaskia  i  Illinois  Indian  town  on  right  or  west;  bank  of  the 
Kashaskies  j  Kaskaskia  river  in  Randolph  County,  II.. 40,  168, 
Kaskaskias  |  174,  184,  191-3,  195,  197,  199,  200-5,  214,  223.  232-33, 
Kaskaskv  !  237,  238,  240,  258.  263,  281.  283,  284,  287-8,  291,  295-9, 
Kaskias  I  302,  303,  307,  310,  311,  314,  315,  329,  330,  332,  336, 
Kaskaquis  j  357-8,  389,  390,  424,  428,  429,  456,  459,  460.  461, 
Cascasqiiis   i       462-3. 

Kaskaskia  River 199,  240,  246  458 

Kaskaskia    Volunteers 402 

Kaskasquias  232,  233,  357,  358,  378,  389,  390 

Kappas  ( Indian  village ) 155 

Ke-ki-ong-gay — Miamis  village  on  both  sides  of  the  River  St. 

Joseph    221 

Kennedy  (Mr.  Kernedy),  Patrick 248,  280.  295,  298.  305-6 

Kentucky    (perhaps  from  Onondago — Indian   words  Ken-tah- 

keh,  meaning  swampv  country .  .173,  182-5,  189-91,  193,  195, 
238-9,  261.  273-76,  283,  285-86,  357. 

Keraquis  (Cherokee  the  present  Tennessee  River) 167-168 

Keraquis  (Indian  Tribe)   169 

Kerlerec,  Louis  Billouart,  Chevalier  de,  succeeds  Vaudreuii  as 

Governor  of  Louisiana,  1753. 
Kickapoos.         ] 
Klckapous  j 

Kikabous.  j  A  tribe  of  the  Algonquin  family.  .15,  135,  209,  214, 

Quickaboes.         <.  217,  232,  233,  261,  262,  319,  320,  322,  327,  338,  425. 
Qui-qu-a-bones.  ' 
Quicpouz  I 

Kickapoo  Village — (Mat-o-cush) 218 

Killbuck,  Captain  John,  or  Gale'emend,  Tuscarawas,   Indian 

Chief — American  partizan  379,  381,  382 

Kinaytounak — Chief  of  the  Renard  Nation 33S 

King  of  England 324,  434 

King  of  France Ill,  126,  127,  132,  202.  204,  434 

King  of  Great  Britain 374 

"Kings  Pasture  (The)  at  Detroit" 280 

King's  Regiment 229,  353.  354,  421 

Kingston,  Canada — Site  of  old  Fort  Frontenac 5,  128 

Kious  (or  Nadouessions)   Indian  tribe Ill 

Kissingua    ( Indian) 395 

Knox  Count,  Ind 241 

Koguethagochton     (Delaware    Chief) — Called    by    the    Amer- 
icans "Captain  White  Eyes" 177-179 

Koroas    (Indian   tribes) 109,  111 

Koroas   ( Indian  village) 109 

Kouera    ( Indian    village) .' 109 

La  Barre,  Le  Febvre  de.     See  Barre. 

La    Bay    Indians 336.  367 

La  Baye 365,  367,  399.  436,  437 

La  Bude  River — 

La  Chance   (probably).  Nicholas 300,  301,  309 

La   Chappelle,   Bazille 300,  301 
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La    Chine    Rapids 6 

La  Fayette,  Gen.    (Marie  Jean   Paul  Roth  Yves  Gilbert  Mo- 

tier)    315.  Sfifi,  4Sfi,  437,  455 

La  Fayette,  Indiana    216 

La  Fosse,    i 

La  Gess       -     The  son  of 122.  219.  350,  357 

L?.  Gesse    \ 

Laffont,  Dr.  John  Baptiste 201 

La  Forest,  Francois  Daiipin,  sieur  de.     See  Forest. 

Lagesse.  The  Son  of 122.  219,  35*;,  357 

Lagny,   M.    de 123 

Lakes   (The)    370 

Lake  Buade   99 

Lake  Conde 50.  51,  52,  98,  100 

Lake  Conty    (Erie) 4(5,     47 

Lake  Dauphin.  .7.  40,  50,  53,  54,  55,  56,  60,  66,  76,  89,  107,  171, 

207,  214,  220,  432,  437 455 

Lake  Erie 5,  7,  46,  129,  151,  165 

Lake  Frontenac 46,  128,  129,  132,  137 

Lake  Huron 11,47,  129,  151 

Lake   Illinois    129,  136 

Lake  Indians 224.  343,  354,  364,  395,  397 

Lake  Issati 99,  100 

Lake  Michigan 7,  40,  50,  53,  54,  55,  56.  60,  66,  89,  207,  214, 

220,  364 

Lake  Ontario 3,7,  128,  441 

Lake  Orleans 11 ,  47,  48,     50 

Lake  Pepin    98 

Lake    St.    Care 47,     48 

Lake  Superior 4.  6,  44,  129 

La  Louisiane  45,  41-105 

La  Mothe,  |  ^     ^_  Wm.227,  258,  261,  262,  263,  264,  401,  403,  424,  425 

La  Motte    \        ^ 

Lancaster,  Pa 305 

l-^o^o}      I    160,   161,  162 

Lanctot  \ 

Langlade,  Charles  Michel  de 286,  367,  369,  398,  399.  418  436 

Languedoc   (French  vessel) : 376 

La  Pointe 4,8,  10 

Larnoult,  Mr.  Belanger 434,  435 

La    Rousseliere    53,  54 

La  Salle,  Rene  Robert,  Sieur  de— 5,  6,  41,  42,  43,  44,  46,  49,  50, 
51,  52,  53,  54,  56,  57,  58,  59,  61,  70,  77,  78,  80'  SJ.  88.  89. 
93.  95,  96,  106,  111,  112,  113,  114,  115,  116,  117,  118, 
122,  123,  124.  125,  126,  127,  128,  129,  130,  131,  132,  135, 
136,  138,  139,  142.  143,  146,  147,  148,  153,  154,  159,  160, 

161    162 

La  Touissant — 136 

Law,    Judge    John 243 

Lawrence,  Fort 381,  382.  420 

Le  Barbier — Deserter  from  La  Salle's  party 53 

Le  Boeuff,  Fort 422 

Le  Comte   377 
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Lee,   Arthur    175,  177 

LtFevre.     See  Fevre. 

Legras.      (     j    ^j    p 223,  223 

Legrace.    ( 

Legras,  Col.  John  M 259,  272,  288,  308,  343.  344,  366,  424 

Legislature  of   Lis 1 

Lieth,  John   269,  270 

Leni-Lenape  or  Delawares.     See  Delaweres 179 

Lernoult,  Capt.  R.  B.  .341,  342,  344,  346,  353,  369.  370,  392,  408,  416, 
417,  418,  420,  421,  427,  432,  434,  435,  443,  444. 

Letters 171,  172,  173,  174,  193,  200,  225,  226,  244,  284,  290-457 

Levis,  Gaston  Francois,  Chevalier  de 375 

Levees  de  terre  124,  125 

Lientot,  Maj.  Godeborv  (  Godfroy ) 284,  285 

Lieth,  John   267-270 

Ling,    W 306 

Linn,  Maj.   (  Col. )   Wm 197,  205 

Linne,    Benjamin 189 

Little  Riviere   363 

Little  Wabash— See  Wabash 246 

Logansport,    Ind 220 

London    45,   222,  361 

Long  Knives   176 

Lord.  Capt.  Hugh 295,  297,  461-463 

Loskiel,  George  Henry. 

Loskill     181 

Louis  XIV..  King  of  France 106,  107.  Ill,  115,  lii,  i26.  127 

Loui-,  Saut.  St 3 

Louisiana,   Hist,   Collections 6,       7 

r'ouisiaue'   \  ^'  '^'  ^'-'  "^'  '^^'  -^'^'''  -^'"''  ^^^-  ^^'^'  ^^^-  ^^'^-  ^*'*'-  -^''"'  ^^"' 

Louisvile,   Ky 22,   453,  454 

Loups  (Indian  Tribe)    151,  435 

Lower  Sandusky.     See  Sandusky. 

Luke  (Pilot  of  the  Griffin) 47,  55,     68 

Luzerne  M.  le  Chevalier. 329 

Lynn,  Capt 193 

MaCarty,  M.  de — French  commandant  in  the  Illinois.  1751-1760. 
Makarty,  Chevalier  de 167.  168,  169,  249,  334,  459 

born  Ireland. 

McCarty.  Capt.  Richard 262,  299,  334 

Machkoutens  (Mascoutins)    (Fire  Nation). 

{Mush-Kooda.  Us-ke.  or  Prairie  land  triibes)  .  .14,  15,  71.  107 
319-328. 

McComb,    Mr 441 

Macomb,  John   M 221 

Macomb.  Mrs 227,  277 

McFall,    John 273 

McGary,  Capt.  Hugh 284,  285 

McGee.  Capt 370 

Mcintosh.    Fort    382 

Mcintosh,  Gen.  Lachlan.  born  Scotland  1725.  died  Savannah, 

Ga.,  1806   286,  383,  384 
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McKee,  Capt.   Alexander 343,   344.   362 

Maokinack  105,  172,  462 

McLean  Co.,  Ills 1 

McLeod,  Capt.   (  Norman?)    228,  349 

Madison.  President  James  171.  185,  242.  28-^ 

Maheoula     110,  111 

Ma-hi-mam-ba.  Kickapoo  t-hiet" 319,  320,  325 

Mahin.e;an  (Loups  or  Wolves)— Indian  tribe 151.  43-j 

Maisonville.  Capt.  Alexis 228,  345 

Maisonville.  Francis 263,  403.  424 

Mamakossi  ng    381 

Mambre — See  Membre. 

Mamel'es   241.   242.   243,  250 

Manatte    149,  150 

Manitou   16,  27,  28,  30,     32 

Manshack    239 

Mansion — Of  the  fort  at  Kaskaskia 462 

Manuscript  Journal  of  Major  Bowman — Extracts  from.  .  .  .248-250 
Manza  Ouackange.  )       -r^  ,    .  ,     ..  m' 

Maps— Beckwith.  H.  W 242 

Collett.   Prof.   John 241 .   243 

Hennepin's,  reference  to 67,     87 

Illinois  Indian's   6.  87.     91 

Joliet's,  reference  to 5,6.       7 

Membre's    , 87 

Marameg  River — Early  name  of  Kalamazoo  River. 

Marantete.  Francois    342 

Marest,   Father  Pierre   Gabriel — Jesuit,   born   Laval.   France. 
1662.  died  Kaskaskia.  111.,  1714. 

Marest.  Father  Joseph — Jesuit,  born  Laval.  France,  1653,  died 
Montreal,  1725. 

Margry    Pierre — French   archivist   and    historian,   born    1818, 
died  1894. 

Marine  Department  of  France,  at  Paris IOC 

Marne.  River.  France 71 

Maroha.    s    '^^'^''^^s) 96,  101.  107 

Marquette,  Father  James  (Jacques)' — Jesuit  priest,  born  Laon. 
France,  1637,  died  on  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan, 

1675 3,  4.  5.  6,  8-40,  9,  10,  27.  29,  30,  31,  40,  44,  105 

Marriage   Register — Kaskaskia  parish   records 463 

Marsh  of  Fort  Les  Sables 152 

Martial  law    448 

Mas,  jean  113 

Mascous   (Indians)    (Creeks) 394,  395 

Mason.  Edward  G 458 

Mason.  George 171.  199.  200.  223,  241,  242,  458 

Mason  Letter   (The) 241,  243.  246.  45S 

Massac  Fort 197,  198  459 

Massiac  Fort 165,  166,  168 

Massiac,  M.  de — Minister  of  the  French  Marines  and  Colonies  165 
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Mascoiitenac    )    j    ■,■  , 

Maskoutens     '-  /"^V"*"  Z"''-'!  ™^^">"^  "^^^^  country. 

Mascoutens      \    ^^'^^^'^^  Tribes). 

Sacs.  Foxes  or  Outagamies,  really  one  nation  the  Mus- 

cjuakkiuk  (Red  Clay  Nation) 15,  16.  71,  107.  319-328 

Alaskoki     (Southern     Indians)     Principal    tril)es    Cherokees, 
Chickasaws,  Choctaws,  Creeks  and  Seminoles. 

.Matchigrins  Chief— Of  Thunder  Bay 419 

JNlathro 301 

INIathews,    Capt.    Robert 422,  450 

INTatthews— Of    Kaskaskia 302 

Matt'ison,  Ralph   273 

Mat-o-cush    217,  218 

Maumee  River I(j5,  IfiG,  172.  173.  220,  278 

Mechah — Ojbeway  word  meaning  big,  name;  Mississippi  prob- 
ably  derived   from  this  word  and   the  word   "Seebee." 

which  means  river 4 

:\Iech-Kigie  (an  Indian)    431-432 

Melleoki  River..     (See  Milwaukee). 

IMembre  or  Mambre — Father  Zenobius,  Recollect  priest  com- 
panion  of   La   Salle,   born   Bapaume   about   1645,   died 

Texas,  1689 45,  87,  107,  134,  135,  137 

Memoir  of  George  Rogers  Clark — Extracts  from. 

237,  242,  245,  272-278,  458 

Memoir  ( The  French ) 219 

Memoir  of  Henry  de  Tonty 128-164 

Memoir  of  La  Salle 115-125 

Menard.  Father  Rene   (Jesuit  missionary) — Born  Paris  1604, 
died  in  Wisconsin  1661. 

Me-nom-o-nees    (Wi'.d   oats)  —  (Indian   tribe) 11 

Mermet,  Father  Jean — Jesuit,  born  Grenoble  1G64,  died  in  the 
Illinois  Mission,  1716. 

Meschasipi    (Colbert  River) 81.     90 

Mesigameas    ( Indian    Tribes) Ill 

Meskonsing    ]  r>.  -n     t     x    t-i         ,  ^       ^tt- 

T\Tcci-^„c,-,-,^    '  River — Earliest    French    name    for    Wisconsin 
ivjesKOUSing    -  -n-  1,1^-,-.^    ^r. 

Miskousing    \  ^^^^^- 16,  17,  18,  98 

Mesplet    448,  449,  450 

Metairie.  Jacques  de  la 106,  107,  113 

Metsigmeas  Indians  108,  111 

Meucret,  Gilles   113 

Meulles,   Jacques   de,    Intendant  of  New   France,   Sept.    1682 

to   Ju'.y,    1686    123 

Mexico  (Mexique)   3,  44,  120.  121,  124,  126,  149.  157 

Mexico,  Gulf  of 5,  7,  31.  38.  39,  44,  96,  106,  112  115,  117,  153,  164 

Miamis  Country 107,  114,  343,  346,  352.  354,  358 

Miamis,  Fort 

Miamis.  Fort.. 220,  311,  336,  337,  340,  341,  343,  344,  346,  349,  354, 

355,  358,  359,  360,  361,  391,  400,  439. 
Miamis    (Indians)    

15.  IC.  71,  72,  92,   101,  104,  147,  149.  151,  220,  233.  234, 

278,  351,  352,  361,  362,  397.  424.  425 

Miamis   Portage 165 
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Miamis  River    

(56,  (i7.  6S.  G9,  71.  99.  ini).  i;;o.  13S,  147.  289.  34t;,  347,  355. 

362.  392    420 

Miamis  Town 355.  359,  '!61 

Michel.   Jean    ( Snrgeon ) 113 

Michigan  Lake — Lake  of  the  Illinois,  Lake  St.  .loseph.  Lake 
Dauphin,  Lac  des  Illinois.  Lac  Missihiganin.  Magnus 
Lucus   Algonquinonim — Eaii.v    names    lor    Lake    Mich- 

igran    

7.  40.  50,  53,  54.  55.  56,  60,  66.  89.  107.  171,  207,  214.  220, 

364.  366,  432,  437,  455 

Michilimakinac,  ^  10,  50,  51,  52,  53.  54.  69.  129,  131,  137.  146, 
Misilamackinac,  (  147,  151,  153,  299-303,  331,  334,  335,  364- 
Missilamackinac,      f  368,  398,  399,  411,  418,  419,  432.  433.  436. 

Machilimackinac,     )    437,  438.  440,  441,  445 462 

Mi'.le  Lake 99 

Milkaukee.     '  Siggenakes  Milwaukee.  Chief 342.  366,  432,  436 

Mingoes,  Indians    339 

Minime   Gabriel — One  of   La   Salle's   party:    same   person   as 

Barbier    53 

Minong,   Isle  of — Isle  Royle  of  Lake  Superior,  called   Isle  of 

Minong  by   Le   Mercier 

Miskonsing  Kiver — See  Meskonsing 

Mis-quitto,     }  .~,.-,-^ 

Miquetto,       \       '"' 

Mission   of  the   Ho'y  Ghcst,   La  Pointe   du   St.   Esprit,   near 

Ashland,  Wis ' 4 

Mission   of   St.    Ignatius 10 

Missions,  Jesuit    37 

Mississippi  River")   (River  Colbert). 

Miss-i-sipi.  ,    Indian  name  Vega. 

Meschasipi.  "(Spaniards  gave  it  the  name  of  River  of  the 

Missipi,  J    Ho.y  Spirit,  and  Cucagua) 

3,  4,  5,  7,  9,  15,  16,  17,  18.  30,  31.  32,  33.  34.  39.  44.  46. 
81,  82,  83,  90,  96,  97,  101,  105,  110-113,  116-118,  120,  127, 
131,  138,  139,  143,  144,  148,  159,  162,  163-164,  165,  167, 
172,  190,  196,  197,  214,  224,  233.  ^9,  240.  280,  281,  287, 
288.  292.  300.  331.  332.  339,  340,  345,  365,  389.  391.  399. 

Mississippi  Valley  8,  42,  45.  119,  120-124.  143,  185,  460 

Missouri   River    5.  29,  340 

Mitchigamea  (Indian  Tribes) 35,  36,  37 

Mitehigamea    (Indian   Village) 35,    37 

Mobib   or    Bubbriss 242 

Mohegans   (Loups  or  Wolves  of  the  Algonquin  family)..  .151,  435 

Moires,  Wm.     See  Myers 414,  423 

Money — American  Currency   283,  284 

Monforton.  Guile  434,  435 

Monongahela  River — Brownsville,  Pa.,  located  on   (Red  Stone 

old  Fort)    191 

Monsey  Tribe,  Wolf  tribe  of  the  Delawares 

Monso — Miamis    Indian   Chief    (Monso   Deer).     In    Chippewa 

language  mons  means  moose.     ("Nouvelle  Decouverte" 

calls  him  a  Mascuten 82.  83,  84,  85,  90 
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Montaine,    John    42U 

Montcalm — Louis  Joseph,  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  Gozen  de  St. 

Veran,  born  Nimes,  France,  1712,  died  Quebec,  1759     .   375 
Montgomery,   Capt.   John.     Born   Virginia  about  1748,  killed 

by  Indians  in  Ky.,  1794 

195,  205,  206,  283,  284,  285,  307,  308,  457 

Montour.  John  379.  380,  435 

Montreal     

6,  9,  42.  44,  52,  53,  54.  114.  122.  12G.  127.  149,  223.  224, 

331,  334,  368.  309  448,  452 

Moore,  Samue'. 189 

Moors 12i 

Moranger.      ) 

Morange.       [■  Sieur  de,  nephew  of  La  Salle 159,  160 

Moranget.      ) 

Moravians   385,  386 

Morgan.  Col.  George.  180,  305,  379,  380.  382,  385,  386.  387.  389,  391 

Morin.  James  (  Janis ) 30G 

Morin.  Sieur  .lohn   304 

Moses,    John    458 

Motantees  (  Indian  Tribes)    Ill 

Mud    River    289 

Munburn — Lieut     337 

Murray.    Daniel    222,    295,    303 

Murrav,  John   ( Earl  of  Dunmore ) 222 

Murray,  Muckle    302 

Murray.  William    222 

Muskigum     .' 179 

Muskingum  River   177.  179 

Myers,  William    ) 
Mvres.  | 

Mires,  ;- 272,  275.  402,  410,  411,  413.  414.  423 

Moires.  | 

Morris,  J 

Myette   ■. 337 

Nachie.   form   of   Natchez 

Nachitoches    Indian    tribe 156,    157 

Nadas,    Indian  tribe    156 

~1    Indians  of  the  Siouan  or  Sioux  tribes,  also 
Nadoussion,        I  in  Ojibway  language  called   Dycotas. 

Nadouessious,     |  In  Ojibway  language  the  word  means 

Nadouession,       I  enemies.     Henepin        called        them 

Nadouessi.  i  "Prairie  men;"  the  Algonkins  called 

Nadouessans.  them    Nadoeussioux,    the    snake-like 

Nadouessioux,    i  ones  or  enemies. 

J     26,  27,  98,  99.  100-105,  111.  156.  157 

Nadoussion  River,  ( Issati )    99 

Nana'oibi,  Poutawatamie  chief 430.  431 

Nancy,  Miss.  Perhaps  Nancy  Gibson,  sister  of  Col.  John  Gib- 
son       385 

Naodiche   .  Indian  tribe)    154,  158,   162 

Naovediche,        . 

Naouadiches.       -    Sioux  Indian 154,  158,  162 

Naoudiches,        ) 
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Narrhebota,       }  .    „ 

Narrhetoba.        \      ^  ''^ 

Nasoui,   luuian  tribe   15/ 

Nachie,      ~| 
Nahy.  | 

Natches      ;   Southern  Indians 10!).   Ill,  142.  143,  146,  155 

Natchez,     | 
Theloel,      | 

Neal,  Capt 384 

Neegik,  Ottawa  war  chief  356,  358 

New  Biscay    125 

New  England   3,  107,  119,  121,  121 

New  France 4.  44,  114,  121,  122,  125,  126.  132,  134 

New  Jersey 180 

New  Mexico 3,  8,  9,  410 

New    Netherlands    3 

New  Orleans.  .165,  167.  169,  193,  284,  293,  294,  510,  331,  377.  378, 

390  391,  429. 

New  Sweden 3 

Newspapers    '. 122,    181 

New  York 47,  180.  181,  290,  291,  323,  419,  451.  463 

Niagara — Word  probably   from   Iroquois   Indian   dialect,   fort 

built  by  DeNonville,  1678,  destroyed  a  year  later.     Fort 

built    1725     by     Chaussegross     de     Lery.     Rebuilt    by 

Pouchot  1756.     Taken  by  English  1759 

5,  46.  47,  54,  114,  129-131,  151,  152.  165,  330.  340.  344,  346, 
351,  353,  369,  370,  371.  392,  421-422,  445,  447,  455. 

Niagara  River   46,  47 

Nicanape — Illinois   Indian,   brother  of   Chassagoac,   the   most 

important  chief  of  the  Ills,  Indians 83,  84,  85,  86 

Nicondiche    154 

Nika — Chaganon    Indian    hunter    with    LaSalie  s    expedition, 

ki'.led  in  Texas  by  Liotot,  1687 155,  158 

Nimissakouat  River    98 

North  America   106,  128,  172,  175,  373-376,  461, 

North,  Frederick — By  courtesy  Lord  North,  2d  Earl  of  Gui'.- 

ford,  born  1732,  died  1792,  Prime  Minister  of  England 

during  Revolution  311,  451 

North  West   7,  42 

Northwest,  history  of 242 

Northw^estern    Indians     176 

Nouvel.    Father    Henri — .lesuit,    born    Province    of    Toulouse. 

France,    1621.   died    Ottawa  Mission,    near   Green    Bav. 

1674. 

Oabskigo    River    33 

Ochi  Town    381 

Ohio   Country    173,    174 

Ohio  River.  .32.  Ill,  168,  172,  175,  181,  182,  197,  217,  224,  232,  233. 

238,  281,  286,  287,  337,  339,  340,  365,  378,  389,  403,  407,  453. 

454. 

Ohio  Valley  Historical  Series 191 

Ohmaliadie    403 

Oiatinon  ( Weas.)  Vilage 71 

Ojebway  (or  Chippewa  Language) 4 
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Olney,  Ills 249 

Omaouha — Illinois  Indian  Chief 82 

Orae — A  corruption  of  Aux  Miamis,  an  Indian  village  on  site 

of  present  Fort  Wayne  Ind 

Omi  River    ( Maume) 278 

On-an-ghis-se     (  Poutouattamie    Chief) 54 

Onisconsin  River  ( Wisconsin,  Misconsin) 97,  98,  99 

Onnontagues    ( Indian    Tribe) 133 

Onontio      ^    Means     in     Huron     and     Onondago,     beautiful 
Onnotio       '  mountain,  name  first  given  by  the  Indians  to 

Ononthio    '  .Montmagny,  governor  of  Canada,  and  after- 

'  I  wards  given  to  all  governors  of  Canada. . .  .54,  64 

Ontario  Lake — (Lake  Frontenac) 3,  5,  42,  128,  129,  441 

Onyas  (Weas)    329,  336,  337 

O'Reilly,    Don    Alexander— Spanish    Governor    of    Louisiana, 

born  Ireland,  1735,  died  Spain,  1794 166 

Gresconsign,    River     365 

Orleans 232,  284.  429 

Orleans  Lake  ( Huron )    11,47,     48 

Oruntundis 427 

Osage  ( Indian  Tribes)   (  Siouan  Family. ) 80.  92,  155,  157 

Osage  River — River  of  the  Osages,  Missouri  River 

Ostony   ( Indian  village  of  the  Akancas) 139 

Otchipoises  ( Indian  Tribes) 107 

Otententa  River   97 

Ottawas,  Chiefs  of 394,  395,  398,  424 

Ottawa  Country    9 

Ottawa,    Ills 40,    77,    124 

Ottawas         "^1  (Indian  Tribes).. 51,  52,  127,  137,  151,  152,  220,  232, 
Ouataouacs    ',  233,  322,   324,  341,  356,  361,  362,  366,  3G7,  380, 

Outtatoutctz  1'  389,   393,  394,  395,  397,  398,  418,  422,  424,  425, 

Ottumwas      I  432,  436,  456. 

Ottawas    Lake    (Lake    Micnigan) 3 

Ouabace      ]      (Indian  Tribes)  226,  231,319,  325,  326,  330,  332,  333, 
Ouabache    i  339,  341,  343,  356,  361,  362,  366,  367,  380. 

Ouabash      j"  389,   393,   394.   395,   396,   397,   418,  422,   424, 

Ouebash      I  425,  428,  432,  436. 

Ouabash  River 144,  346.  351,  354,  356,  407 

Ouaboukingon  River — (  "Waboukigon") 32 

Ouadebathon,  ( Indian  Tribe).     River  people 100 

Ouasiconde    156 

Ouasita — Principal  war  chief  of  the  Sioux  Indians 156 

Ouiatenon  (Oueaugh)  -| 

Ouiattonon*5?!"„^f^        \     Fort— Near  present  site  of  Lafayett^e. 
Onin^nnn    ^  '  >-  Indiana ..  71,  207,  216,  217,  218,  220, 

Ouittono  i  "^"^  "^^'  ^^'^'  ^^^'  ^■^^'  ^^^'  ^^-'^• 

Oiatinon  J 

Ouiat — Weas   I 

Ouiatenous      | 

Ouiattonous     i  : Indian  Tribes).  214.  217,  220.  223,  225.  227,  232. 

Ouiattonon       (         280,  319-328,  329,  343,  351,  354,  394,  395. 

Ouitatonous     | 

Ouittonous       i 
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(Oiatinon  War  Chief)   Pi-e-mash-kee-canny 319,  325,  327 

Oumaliauha  ( Omaha  )    82,  9n 

Oiinias   (Louisiana  Tribe) ' 109,  15u 

Out  am  as      ] 

Outaoucs     I.  (ii^fiiaii  Tribe).     See  Ottawas 51,     52 

Outtoutctz   I 
Ottawas       I 

Outouagamis  —  Indian  Tribe   (Fox  Indians  ) (11,  C5 

Ouyas    336,  337 

Pacific   Ocean    5 

Palms.    River    of 1 12 

Paris  Documents    450 

Paris.  France 4,  6,  41,  43,  75,  95,  115,  116,  145,  165,  166,  456 

Parish  Records  of  Kaskaskia 463 

Parkman,  Francis — American  Historian — Born,  Boston,  1823, 

died,    Boston,    1893 7 

Paterson.    Mr.    G 439 

Paul,   Col.   John — Served  under  George  Rogers  Clark — Born 

Pa..  1758,  died,   Indiana,  1830 

Pawnee  Nation  410 

Pays  Plat   398 

Pearlat  River    293 

Peakaskaas   ji        (Indian  Tribes).     See  Piankeshaws 

Peaukaskas   \  222,  243,  394.  396,  400 

Peemembikaetack — Poutawattamie   War    Chief 322 

Pekitanoui — Name  given  to  the  Missouri  River  by  Marquette 

29,  30,   31 

Pekkleland  (an  Indian)    386 

Pennsvlvania 121,  174,  177,  181,  182,  193,  194,  217.  304 

Pensacola 267,  290,  291,  292.  294 

Peoria    311 

Peoria  Chief   351,  400 

Peoria  (  Indians)    2.5,  40,  105,  214,  311,  351,  389,  400,  425 

Peoria  Lake    78,    107,    131 

Peoria  ^Mission    105 

Peouria    25,    46 

Peouarea.  Village  of   25 

Pepin  Lake  (  Lake  of  Tears ) 98 

Permanent   Pond    (The) 243 

Peru    124 

Petit  Gres,  IMiamis  chief 426 

Petite  Riviere,  Camp  at 361,  362 

Petition  of  La  Salle 44,   126 

Philadelphia 6.  180,  211,  222,  293,  304,  305,  309,  323 

Piankeshaws. 214,  222,  277,  278,  282,  286.  289,  290,  336,  343,  396.  400 

214,  222,  277,  278,  282,  286,  290,  336,  343 

Picard  du  Gay— See  Auguelle 94,   103 

Pi-e-mash-kee-canny   (Quiquabones  chief) 319,  325 

Pierson,  Father  Phillipe — Jesuit,  born  Ath,  Hainant,  Belgium, 

1642,   died   at  Lorette,   1688 

Pipe,  Capt. — Delaware  chief 369 

Pitt,  Fort  .  .  .175,  192,  286,  304,  306,  309,  315,  345.  380.  386.  388  424 
Pittman,    Capt.    Philip.    English    Civil    Engineer,    historical 

writings  of    459,  460 


034  INDEX 

Pittsburg 180,  188,  190,  193,  194.  217,  274,  286,  379 

Piet,  Francois — Cousin  of  La  Salle 114 

Point  (The)— See  La  Point 4,  10,  49,  454 

Point  Coupe   (The  culi  off) 223 

Point  des  Chesnes   345 

Point   Ignace    ( Missilimakinac)     50 

"Poitesfield,"  Lt.  Col.,  T.  T.  M 308 

Pomoacon  (The  Half  King) — Principa:  Chief  of  the  Wyandots 

Ponchertrain    Louis    Phelypeaux    Count    de,    Chancellor    of 

France,    successor    of    Seignelay    as    Minister    of    the 

Marine  1690,  born  1643,  died  1717 128 

Ponchot  /    ^ lyg 

Pouchot  \ 

Poole,  Prof.  W.  F 148,  458 

Portage    City,    Wis 16 

Portages    3,    7,    17,    399 

Portage — Chicago    7,  107 

Portage — Mianiis  165,  340 

Portage — Niagara  Falls 7,  107 

Portage — 01  the  River  Divine,  mention 7 

Post  of  the  Illinois 169,  170 

Posts 120,  121,  198,  224,  331,  411,  439,  441,  442,  447,  453 

Poucouattamies,      ] 
Poutouatami,  I 

Poutawattamies,  (Indian  Tribes).. 53,  54,  56,  57,  58,  59,  ISO, 

Poutawatamies.        !        136,   137,   152,  220,  232,   234,   322,   322,   324, 
Pottawattamies,       j        334,   341,   342,   356,   357,  361,   362,   365,   367, 
Potamatamies-         |        378,  380,  393,  399,  418,  425,  430,  431.  444,  456 
Pottawatamies,        i 
Pouttawattamies,     I 

Pottawattomie  Island  ;    (Washington  Island)    53 

Poutawattomie  Is. and  \ 

Poupart — Deserter  from  La  Salle's  party 53 

Powder   Magazine  at  Vincennes 223,   261 

Prairie  de  ( du )  Chien   365 

Prairie  du  Rocher  (Rock  Prairie) — Founded  about  1733,  by 
Jean  St.  Therese  Langlois,  a  nephew  of  Boisbriant, 
about  five  miles  east  of  old  Fort  Chartres,     in  present 

Randolph    Co.,    His 

Presque  Isle — Site  of  present  Erie,  Pa 371 

Priest  (The)   Gibault 246 

'•Proces  Verbal"  106-113 

Proclamation,  Abbott's    181,  182 

Proclamation,   (  The  P'rench )    356,  457 

Proclamation  of  King  of  France 373-376 

Proclamation,  Todd's  287,  288 

Prudhomme,  Fort   138,  14G 

Prudhomme,   Peter    139 

Puans.  Bay  of  (Green  Bay) 53.  61,  98,     99 

Puants  (Otchagras,  Winnebagoes). 

Puants.  Lac  des — Lake  Michigan  called  Lac  des  Puants  on 
Champlain's   map,   1632 

Quanoouatinous,    j    (mdian  Tribes)    158,    159 

Quanouatins  \ 
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Quebec  

3.-7.  17,  41.  42,  45,  122,  123.  128,  147.  222,  313,  314,  330, 

331.  380.  394.  401,  439,  440.  441.  445,  449.  450,  452 

Quick.   Major  Thomas — Served   under  George  Rogers   Clark, 

born  probably  in  Ireland,  died  Ky.,  1803. 

Quindre,  Lieut.  Louis  de  (?) 357 

Quinipissas  /     .t    i-        r^  -i      .      o.     ^^ 
Quinipissis    ,-     ^^"*^^^"  Tnbes)-Southern 
(Bayougoulas) 
(Mongoulaches) 

143.    145.    146.    150 

Quiquaboes      \        319,  320,  322,  327,328 

Quiquabones    /      209,  232,  233,  319,  320.  322,  327.  328.  394,  425 

Qui-qua-po-quois    320,    326,    327,    328 

Quivira — Kindom  of    8 

Racine,  Jean  Baptiste,  alias  St.   Marie,  French  commandant 

at  Vincennes 314,  463 

Raimbault.  Messrs 352 

Rale   (Ras'e,  Rasles)   Sebastian,  Jesuit,  born  Pontarier  1657, 

killed    Maine,    1724     

Ramsey.    James    315,    316 

Randolph.  Ferk.  H 308 

Rastel.    Phillippe    Francois,    Chevalier    de    Rocheblave — t.ee 

Rocheblave  463 

Recollets     /  (Franciscan  priests) .  .45.  46',  47,  57,  59,  63,  64,  65,  66, 
Recollects  f  70,  79.  92,  107,  129,  131.  132,  133,  153,  160. 

Red  people.      (See  Indians) 210,  211,  213 

Red  River   (Seignelay) 120,  157,  158 

Red  Sea — (Californa  Sea) 8,  31,  32 

Red  Stone  Old  Fort — Present  site  of  Brownsvil'.e.  Pa 191.  194 

Reinards  )  ,  ■.    -,. 

Renards.  J"  ^Indians)    437,  473 

Renaudot.   I'Abbe 128 

Renclo    436,  437 

Revolutionary   War 137.    174,    177,    178,    179,    180,    289 

Ribourde.  Father  Gabriel  de  la — Recollect  Priest  (Franciscan) 
Companion  of  La  Salle,  born  In  Burgundy  about  1615, 
died  in  the  Ills.  1680.  killed  by  Kickapoo  Indians. 

94,  S5,  133,  135,  137 

River  Pearlat    293 

River  St.  Joseph  207 

River  St.  Pierre 365 

Riviere  a  1'  Anguille  (Eel  River) 220,  362 

Rivers  of  the  Taencas 15.5 

Ruerlord,  M.  de   167 

Rum  River 9;) 

Ruter — English   Buccaneer    161.    162 

Roche  de  Bout      /  ,r.  ..  v 

Rocher  de  Bout     f rf04-rfo» 

Rocheblave.  Phillippe,  Francois  de  Rastel,  Chevalier  de — Born 
Savournon,  France:  last  British  Commandant  in  the 
Illinois  Country.  Died  in  Canada  subsequent  to  1786 
197,  232,  295-299,  300-306,  309,  311,  315,  330,  332,  458,  462,  463 

—41 
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Rofhellp,    France     128 

Rochcr  do  Bout 354,  355 

Rock  of  St.  Louis — Called  "St.  Louis  of  the  Rock,  "Starved 
Rock."     See  Fort  St.  Louis  of  the  Illinois. 

Roetie  River   336 

Rogers,   Lieut.   John — Cousin   of  George  Rogers   C!ark,   born 

in  Virginia  1757,  died  Richmond,  Va.,  1794.239,  248,  274,  275 

Rouen,   France    48 

Roussel — La  Rousselier© — Deserter  from  La  Salle's  Party.  ...     53 

Royal  Artillery  227 

Royal  Geographical  Society 116 

Sackville,  Fort — See  Fort  Sackville. 

224,  231-233,  244.  270,  311,  350,  394 

Sackville,  George — Became  1782  first  Viscount  Sackville,  son 
of  the  first  Duke  of  Dorset,  born  1716,  died  1785.  In 
compliance  with  a  will  assumed  the  name  of  Lord 
George  Germain;  became  (1775)  Secretary  of  State 
(of  England)  for  the  Colonies,  in  Lord  North's  Cab- 
inet   173,  174,  311,  463 

Saginaw    438 

St.  Ange  de  Bel'.erive.  Jean — Commandant  at  Fort  Chartres 
1721,  again  1733.  His  son  Louis,  commandant  Kas- 
kaskia  1727.  surrendered  Fort  Chartress  to  English  Oct. 
1765;  died  St.  Louis  1774.  (Louis). 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua— Born  Lisbon  1195,  died  Padua  1231. 
One  of  the  early  leaders  of  the  Order  of  Franciscan 

Monks 50 

St.    Anthony    Falls 99 

(Named  by  Hennepin). 

St.  Bonaventure  100 

St.  Claire — Founder  of  Order  of  Franciscan  nuns,  Clara  Sciffii 
d'  Assisi,  founder  of  female  orders  of  the  Clarisses, 
1212;  Cordolieres  or  Gray  Sisters  and  other  orders. 
Died  Aug.  12,  1253. 

St.  Claire,   Lake  ot 47,   48 

See  Mich.  Pioneer  Collections,  Vol.  3,  Pages  650-651. 

St.   Croix,   Lieut,   in   McCarty's   Cahokia  Volunteers 262-263 

St.    Croix    *. 53 

St.  Croix  River   98,  105 

St.  Esprit,  Mission  of — At  La  Pointe,  near  Western  extremity 
of  Lake  Superior,  one  of  the  first  two  chief  Jesuit  Mis- 
sions on  the  upper  Lakes,  founded  by  Allouez  1665. .  .8,     10 
See  La  Point. 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi  (Francis  Bernadone) — Founder  of  the  or- 
der of  priests  of  St.  Francis,  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,    founded    about    1210.     Born    Assisi    1182    (or 
1181),  died  1226. 
St.    Francis — Religious   order   called    Gray   Gowns   or      Bare 

Feet    57,    60,    92 

St.  Francis  River  (Rum  River) 99 

St.  Francis  Xavier — Mission  Station  founded  at  Green  Bay 
by  AUoues.  1669-1670. 

St.  Geme,  Jean  Baptiste  Beauvias — Family  of 460 

St.    Genevieve,    Mo 460 
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St.  George's   Ensign 228 

St.  George's  flag 229,  230 

St.  Germain,  Jean  A'tCi,  457 

St.    Germain-en-I.aye — One   of   the    Pa'.aces   of   the    Kings    of 

France,  birthplace  of  Louis  XIV. 

Town    of    France    about    thirteen    miles    from    Paris. 

Palare  now  a  museum  of  National  Antiquities loG 

St.  Ignace — Mission  (Jesuit)  Station  near  Missilmakinac.  ..  .  10 

St.  Ignatius   (The  Point) 10 

St.  Josephs  (Fort).. 151,  220,  231.  331,  334.  335,  336.  342,  345,  360, 

362,  364.  366.  367.  368.  369,  398,  418,  443,  444.  455. 

St.  Joseph  River 66,  172,  173.  207,  221 

St.  Lawrente,  feast  of 47 

St.    Lawrence    Fort 381 

St.   Lawrence  River    3,   5,  128 

St.    Louis,    Fort    of 147 

See   Fort  St.   Louis  of  the   Ills. 

St.   Louis   River    Ill 

Sainte  Marie  du  Long  Sault 52 

St.  Marie  du  Saut  }  c<      o      i*.  o*      im     •                ,^   «    m    co    ro  in.-, 

Ste.  Marie  Sault     }  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^^-  ^^^'"^^ ^'  ^'  ^^'  ^^'  ^^'  ^^^ 

St.    Marie— See    Racine 314.  463 

St.    Mary's    College    ( Montreal ) 6 

St.    Pierre   River    365 

St.  Tammany  (The  Patron  Saint  of  America ) 180 

St.  Vincennes — See  Vincennes. 

Sakis    Country    436 

Sakis  Indians    437 

Sakinam    Bay    49 

Saline    River     240 

Salt   Bav    ( Fetid    Bav ) 13 

Sample.  Mr 382.  383,  385 

Sample.    Mrs 384 

Sandooski  i     r-.  o  v,         i     i  •        ■      -nr         i   *^   t 

ar,^^„oi— r         From   Sah-un-duskee.   meaning  in  Wyandot   In- 

oanQUSKy  '  i  -        i  ,,  -  i  i         x     »> 

«5t    n  "si  dian  language  Cear  cold  water   

aLf   ci  ?     I  352,369,371.381,420,427,435 

Santuske     | 

Sa-pa-ti-a.  Ouiattonous  Chief 319,  320.  325.  326,  32S 

Sargent    Winthrop    228 

Sastaritsi,  Huron  Chief 424,  425 

Sault    Ste.    Marie — The   outlet    of   Lake     Superior.     Mission, 

founded  1640  by  Raimbault  and  Jogues.  .6,  9,  50,  52,  53,  172 

Saunders,  John    198,  199 

Sault  St.   Louis    (Near  Montreal) 9 

Saulteurs   Indians    52 

Sauteux  Indians  435 

Shieffelin,  Lieut.    ( Jacob?) 228 

Sch'.osser.    Mr 335 

Schouten,  Antoine   45 

Schuyler    River    304 

Scott.  Gen.  Chas 219 

Seas    8,    31,    32,    44 
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See-bee — Ojil>eway    or    Chippewa    word    meaning    river.     See 

Mechah-Seebee 4 

Seignelai,  Marquis  de,  Jean  Baptiste   (Colbert),  French  Min- 
ister of  the  Marine 115,  128 

Seignelay 

Seignalay  River  (Illinois)    (Kankakee).     (Red  River). 

69,  71,  72,  76.  95,  97,  98,  120 

Seine  River   77 

Seneca  Country    371 

Senecas  (  Indian  Tribe ) 324 

Shaganoba    380 

Shannon,  Capt.  W 258 

Shawanese  ( Indian  Triljes)    

232,  233,  234,  289,  339,  343,  357,  359,  362,  389,  392-396 

Shawneetown,   Ills 217 

Shawnees  Towns   285 

Shea,  John  Gilmary  D. — American  historical  writer,  born  New 

York  1824,  died  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  1892 7,  8,  40,  45 

Shelby,  Capt.  Isaac " 280 

Shilby,  Capt.  James    455 

Shourd,  Lieut 341,  353,  354 

Sici:y   128 

Siggenake.  Milwakee  chief 432 

Siouan  /  (Indian  Tribes) — "Tribes  Beyond  the  Mississippi".  . 

Sioux     \  26,  27,.  41,  100-105,  131 

Sipore    River Ill 

Smith,    Capt 192 

Smith,  Major  William -.191,  194,  195 

Sonnonouans    152 

Soto,  Ferdinand  de — Spanish  explorer  in  Mississippi  Valley, 

born  about  1.500,  died  1542 81 

South    Bend,    Indiana 69.     81 

South   Sea    5,   31,     44 

South    Toledo,    Ohio 176 

Southern  Indians  232,  238,  389,  397 

Sowers,  Capt 290-292 

Spain   124,  154,  192,  299 

Spaniards 39,  121-124,  158,  159,  284,  315,  324,  327,  333,  391,  453 

Sparks,  Jared — American  historian,  born  Willington,  Conn., 

1789,  died  1866 6,  106,  116 

Stanwix,  Fort   236 

Starved  Rock  on  Illinois  River,  near  Ottawa,  Ills.,.     See  Fort 

St.  Louis  of  the  Ills 122.  131,  132 

Steele,  Col 387 

Stewart's  Crossing 387 

Stirling,  Capt.  Thos 461 

Stone  House  of  the  Jesuits  at  Kaskaskia 462 

Stuart,  Mr.   (John?) 232,  344.  395,  396 

Stubblefield,  Hon.  George  W. — Ills.  State  Senator  from  McLean 

Co 1 

Sturgeon  Creek   136,  137 

Sugar  Camps  (The)  242,  243,  250.  251.  258.  See  also  map  of.242-243 
Sullivan,   Dan    386 
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Sullivan's    387 

Superior,  Lake 4.  (i,  44,  105 

Taensas  /        (Indian  tribes)  .  .  .109,  13!).  140,  142,  146,  150,  155,  156 
Taencas  \        ' 

Talon,  Jean  Baptiste — First  intenrlant  of  Justice.  Police  and 
Finance  of  New  Frant'e,  afterwards  Count  d'  Orsain- 
ville,   born   Picardv,  France,   1625;    died   subsequent  to 

1680  in  Canada 3,  4,  5,  8,  9,  41,     42 

Talusas    ( Indian   tribe  ) lOli 

Tam-a-nend     18') 

Tamaraas    ( Indian  tribe ) 147 

Tamaroa,  or  Maroa  ( Indian  tribe ) 96 

Tamarous   ( Indian  tribe ) 138 

Tammany    180,  18  L 

Tangibaoes  (White  corn  Indians) 143 

Ta-pa-tia  (Sa-pa-tia)^ — Chief  of  the  Ouiattonons. 

319,  320,  325,  326,  328 

Tawaa  Indians   380 

Taylor,  Maj.  Richard 386-388 

Tegantouki — Chief  of  the  Isontoutan 133 

Tennessee  River  (Keraquis) 167,  168,  197,  283,  454 

Territory  of  the  U.  S.  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio 171 

Tezagon    ( Indian    tribe) 138 

Theguaio — Kingdom    of S 

Thevenot.  Melchiseds   6 

Thiakiki   River,  Forks  of ." .  .    340 

Thunder    Bay 419 

Thurston,  Cornet  John — Served  under  Geo.  R.  Clark,  born  Va., 
1761;   died  Ky.,  1802. 

Tilly,  Sieur  Beauvais  de 151 

Tinthonha    ( Indian    tribe) 100 

Tippecanoe  River   216,  220 

"Tippi-Con."      )    ,..       .       ,.  ,,      „.  „„„ 

"Thippicano."  f    ^Iia,mis  ot  the  Tippecanoe 220 

Tobacco  (The  Old)— Indian  chief 356 

Tobacco's  Son — A  Piankeshaw.  called  by  Indians  "The  Grand 

Door  to  the  Wabash".  206.  207,  255,  259,  277,  278,  282,  283,  326 
Todd,   Col.    John — Comandant  of   the    Ills,    country,    born   in 
Pennsylvania;  killed  battle  Blue  Licks,  Ky.,  1782. 

287,   288.   460 

Todd,  John,  Jr.,  of  Va 287,  288,  460 

(  same  person  as  above ) . 

Tomb   River 98,  100 

Tongenga — Indian  village   155 

Tonti  (Tonty)  Henri  de — Italian  explorer  and  soldier  in 
French  service;  La  Salle's  Lieut.  Commandant  in  the 
Lis.;  lx)rn  in  Italy,  probably  Naples,  about  1650;  died  at 
Fort  St.  Louis,  Mobile,  1704.. 44,  45,  53,  67,  68,  69,  81, 

88,   93.   107,   109.   110 113 

Memoir   of,    1693" 128-164 

Torremans    155 

Toriman    139 

Tourika     109 
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Toyengan    139 

Trail — Between  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes 240 

Treaties  with  Indians.     See  Indian  Treaties 181.  208 

Treaty — United  States  and  Great  Britain 289 

Treaty — United   States  and  France 197 

Twigtrees,  or  Miamis  Indians.     See  Miamis. 

Twiss   Ensign    379 

Twiss,  Lieut 370,  422 

Tula   ( Indian  Nation ) 81 

Tuscarawas   (Indian  tribe) 427,  428 

Uh-ke  ( Indian  tribes)  Mush-kooda-Uh-kee 14 

Ulloa,  Don.  Antonio  de — Spanish  Governor  of  Louisiana,  born 

Seville.  1716;  died  Island  of  Leon.  1795 166 

United  States.. 171,  177,  181,  197,  202,  204,  238,  286,  338,  374, 

376,  379,  437,  459 463 

Upper  Peoria  Lake 46,78,  107 

Utrecht    45 

Valiennes,    Capt 153 

Vaudreuil,  Pierre  Rigaud — Marquis  de  Vaudreuii  Cavagnal, 
born  1698;  died  1764.  Son  of  a  former  governor  of 
Canada,  himself  French  governor  of  Canada  Julv.  1775, 
to  Sept.  1760. 

Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Louisiana 167,  459 

Vermilion   (Big)   River 222,  273,  278,  329 

Vermillion  Sea   (Gulf  of  California) 5 

Vernet,   Henry   Du — English  officer,   Second   Lieut.  Artillery. 

See  Du  Vernet. 
Vigo,  Col.  Francis — Born  Sardinia   (about)    1747.     Died  Vin- 
cennes 1836    238 

"I  French  trading  post,  founded  1727.  (Dunn's 

I  Indiana)  by  Francois  Morgane  de  la 

I  Valtrie,  sieur  de  Vincennes.  Present 

I  site  of.  on  bank  of  the  Wabash  Riv- 

ViTir>pnnp«  Vert     I  ®^'  K^i^o-^  Co.,  Indiana. 

V  ncenne^  Vnlt     '^  l^^'  l^^'  ^^^-  ^^^-  ^^S.  196.  197,  201,  203- 

vmceimes  i-ost.  gSS,  287-289.  297,  298,  306,  308,  310,  311, 

I  313,  316-318.  329,  330,  332.  336,  337,  343, 

I  352,  354,  356-359,  360,  377,  378,  389-393, 

394-397,  400,  402,  406-409,  412-421,  424- 

J  426,    428,   454 463 

Virginia— 4,  39,  119,  121,  171,  174,  181,  182,  183,  185,  187,  188. 

192.  193,  203,  214,  232,  258,  272,  275,  286,  287,  307,  320, 
434,  453,  460 463 

Virginians    

193,  194,  197.  326,  329,  337,  343,  369,  393-395,  420,  425,  426, 
432.  433-437. 

Vital     116 

Viviat,  Mr 297,  301 

"Voyages  and  discoveries  by  Father  Marquette  in  the  Valley  of 

the  Mississippi"    8-40 

Wabachees  (The  two  little  Wabaches) 240,  246 

Wabash  Country.     See  Ouabash 174,  223,  248 

Wabash  Indians.     See  Ouabash 206,  428 
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Wabash  River— 32.  1(55,  173,  189,  205,  207.  215.  216,  217,  222, 
223,  239,  240,  242,  245,  247,  248,  249,  272,  278,  279,  287, 

313.'  330,  428 : 45."> 

Wabash  River  (Little)  .  .24r,.  247.     Wabash  River  (Upper)...    278 

Wabash  Valley    ? 219 

Wabene-kiah    ^21 

Wanaquibe — Pouttawattamie  Chief    362 

Waren-s  Island i  |  ^varrior-s  Island 243 

Warren  s  Island  \ 

Warrior's  Island 243.  254.  257,  402 

Washington.   George 288 

Wea    Creek    218 

Weas  (Ouiattonons) 210.  218,  219.  224,  280,  284,  311,  319 

Wea  towns 280,  284 

Welcome  (The)— An  English  sloop 360,  368,  426 

Wesnippigoes  ( Indian  tribe) 418 

West  India  Islands   76 

Wheeling    l^-l 

White     Eyes,     Capt.     (Koguethagechton) — Delaware     Indian 
chief  (Wi-co-cal-ind) — Died  Nov.  10,  1778. 

175,  179 

White  Horse    304 

White  River   22.  281 

Wiagtanon  (Ouiatanon)    235,  236 

Wi-co-cal-ind  175 

Wild     Oats     (Me-nom-o-nees.     or    the     Fol-Avoines)^ — Indian 

tribes     11.     12 

Wilkins.   Co'..   John 295 

Wilkinson.  Gen.  Jas 219 

Williams.  Capt.  John 205,  250,  267,  274.  402 

Williamsburgh,  Va 186.  189,  191,  232.  275.  411,  412,  428,  463 

Willing  (The)— Boat 191,  239,  240.  255,  280,  407 

Willing.  Capt 239,  429 

Willing.  James 239,  293,  294 

Willing,   Morris  &   Co 293 

Willing.  Thomas    293,  294 

Winchester,  Va 305 

W^insor.   Justin    458 

Wingenuud — Delaware    war    chief 179 

Winston.    Richard    457 

Wisconsin    Historical    Society 242 

Wisconsin  River   (Maskoutens) 16,   98,  105 

Wisconsin — State  of   171 

Wm.  (?)   Mr 226 

Wold    Rapid 339 

Wolfs    (Loups)— Indian    tribes 309,  435 

Worthington,   Capt.   Edward 250.  402 

Wyandots  (Indian  tribes)    362.  379,  380 

AV'yandotts. 

Yataches   ( Indian  tribe)    156 

Yates,  Richard — Governor  of  Illinois  1901-1905.     Born   Jack- 
sonville, Ills.,  Dec.  12,  1860 1 


('A'2  INDEX 

You,  Pierre — Pierre  You  d'Youville,  de  la  Decouverte,  his  real 

name  was  Anthony  Auguelle  (called  the  Picard) 113 

Young,   William    308 

Zeisberger,  Rev.  David — Moravian  missionary  to  western  In- 
dians, born  Moravia  1721;  died  Goshen,  Ohio,  1808.... 

381-386 

Zenobius.    \      Father — Membre.     Recollect     Missionary.     See 
Zenoble       "(  Membre 78.  79,  88,  93,  116,  135 
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